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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)
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Letters to
the Editor

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Freeholders to Vote for
Mountain Bike Trails
I am a retired CPA living in

Westfield. For 23 years, I have been
paying high property taxes to support
the Union County parks.

I ride my mountain bike on trails in
New Jersey for exercise and recre-
ation. To ride legal woodland trails, I
must drive a minimum of over 28
miles round trip to Chimney Rock
Park in Somerset County. This con-
trasts with a distance of only two
miles over, which I can easily ride my
bike to access the Watchung Reserva-
tion trails, should they be open to
mountain bikes.

It perplexes me that a wealthy elite,
supported by $2.3 million of Union
County tax dollars for an indoor riding
rink, may use the trails of the
Watchung Reservation for equestrian
recreation, while I am not permitted
to ride my old bike there.

We hope the Freeholders consider
implementing the Master Trails Plan
with new separate MTB trails in-
cluded or by permitting shared trails.
This would mean voting against the
resolution that proposes removing
MTB access from the Plan on Thurs-
day, May 18.

Tom Gockel
Westfield

Small News Item Really
Caught My Eye

I greatly enjoyed (last week’s) town-
wide issue and especially appreci-
ated the coverage of the College
Woman’s Club on our centennial. One
small news item in particular really
caught my eye: the article about the
LendEDU report on student debt that
lists Westfield at 253 with over
$200,000 in student debt. I have been
searching for the LendEDU survey
online to no avail; I can only find the
New Jersey ranking at no. 9 and a
listing by colleges. If this figure is
indeed accurate, it will certainly help
bolster the CWC fundraising efforts
for scholarships. Can you please pro-
vide me a link to the report that men-
tions Westfield specifically?

Jenny Jaruzelski
Westfield

Global Issues May Not Be The Issues
To Discuss In Town-Wide Election

Do You Really Want to Participate In
An Activity That Requires Body Armor?

I Still Feel Revulsion At The Mean
And Terrifying Rumpelstiltskin

There have been many misconcep-
tions surrounding the use of Watchung
Reservation for mountain biking. Pri-
marily, the mountain biking commu-
nity is responsible for this misinfor-
mation in an effort to coerce public
opinion. Mountain biking is not ‘bik-
ing’ in the normally acceptable sense.
It is not an activity many children
participate in due to the extreme haz-
ards inherent in this dangerous and
destructive activity. In fact,
‘Singletracks.com’ (a nationally re-
spected resource for mountain bik-
ing) published a December 2016 ar-
ticle titled: “You Need to Wear Body
Armor: The History of Mountain Bik-
ing.” In this article the author, Jenny
Herbold, includes pictures of grue-
some physical injuries to herself and
other bikers. The author also refer-
ences a study conducted by Whistler
Mountain Bike Park which saw 898
serious injuries, almost half of these
being fractures, in a single season.
Shockingly, approximately 11 per-
cent of these injuries included Trau-
matic Brain Injuries (TBI).

Closer examination of the Whistler
study also reveals that in the same
season approximately one-in-10
mountain bike patrons to the park
incurs an injury requiring emergency
room medical treatment. This is in
stark comparison to downhill skiing

participants who require emergency
room treatment at a rate of one-in-
1,000! A practical examination in
2013 of the hazards to including
mountain biking trails in Watchung
Reservation (in comparison to other
state parks) provided by Gabriel
Gluck, director of public policy and
community outreach, indicated: “But
if there is one major overriding dif-
ference between the Watchung Res-
ervation and so many of these other
parks, it is the sheer volume of visi-
tors to the Reservation.”

It is irresponsible of mountain bik-
ers to exclude these and other studies
in their narrative. I urge all Union
County residents to read the exten-
sive studies for themselves, and de-
cide if they really want their children
to participate in an activity that re-
quires the use of BODY ARMOR or
engage in an activity that offers a rate
10 times more likely to end the day
with a visit to a hospital emergency
room. It is unconscionable that the
members of the mountain biking com-
munity would attempt to introduce
this dangerous and destructive activ-
ity in Watchung Reservation. I urge
Union County residents to reject
mountain biking trails in Watchung
Reservation.

Thomas Manna Jr.
Mountainside

For Westfield residents to raise
questions about where our mayor and
town council stand on certain issues,
such as global warming, is wrong.
Many of these issues are dealt with on
a federal, state, or sometimes, a county
level but definitely not on the local
level. I want the Westfield Town Coun-
cil to continue doing exactly what
they have been doing for the last 10
plus years my family has been living
in this wonderful town. Please con-
tinue to provide us with a fiscally
responsible town budget, provide us
with a wonderful school system, and
the many services we have grown

accustomed to receiving.
While global warming, abortion, and

tax reform, to name a few, are ex-
tremely important issues, I do not feel
that our mayor and town council need
to spend time debating the various
viewpoints they may have.

I hope the Mayor and council will
stay the course, avoid these political
distractions, and continue giving the
residents of Westfield 100 percent of
their time and talent in making our
town as great as it can be.

Jeff Dattilo
Westfield

Of all my childhood memories,
among the strongest and therefore
probably the most influential to my
development, are the stories read to
me by my parents. These were popu-
lar children’s books from the last cen-
tury (“Millions of Cats,” anyone? Or
“Caps for Sale,” or the McCloskey
classics “Blueberries for Sal” and
“Make Way for Ducklings”), but more
significantly to my point here, classic
stories such as fables and fairy tales.
I still feel revulsion at the mean and
terrifying Rumpelstiltskin and feel
relief and reassurance at the quick
turn of mercy in “Androcles and the
Lion.” Maybe my strongest memory
of all was the feeling of strong con-
viction – “I am right, and I am sure
that I am right” – relating to the boy
protagonist from “The Emperor’s
New Clothes.” And this last memory
brings me to the present day and my
conflicted feelings over the state of
our government’s leaders, especially
President Donald Trump.

I am a respectful person by nature,
and also conservative and patriotic in
highly valuing our democratic insti-
tutions and their norms. But since the
2016 election, my nature is now pres-
sured and my natural inclination to
respect our leaders is now sorely
tested. Like most informed and rea-
sonable people in the information age,

I am an independent thinker able to
balance multiple inputs and make my
own judgments. And my judgment
now is clear: our President, his ex-
ecutive branch advisors, and his
enablers in Congress and the media
are analogous to the highfalutin char-
acters from “The Emperor’s New
Clothes,” and the rest of us can either
go along with them or be the hero
child from the story, independent from
the crowd, strong with our convic-
tions, and objectively correct in the
end.

Absolutely, it is important that the
United States of America present it-
self to the world as a principled power,
through our actions, our symbols, and
our representatives and leaders. But
by our actions in the 2016 election we
damaged ourselves and now we are
severely handicapped in the leader-
ship department. Respect has to be
earned; it is not guaranteed by the
result of an election. We must over-
come our self-inflicted handicap and
keep America strong and focused on
what is right. We must each stand by
our inner convictions and trust that
we know what is right, and be confi-
dent in pointing out the truth when it
is clear as an invisible set of clothes.

Lee McDonald
Westfield

The Westfield Choral Parents
Association Thank All That Helped

Working in conjunction with the
Westfield High School Choral De-
partment, we ran a successful
fundraising event in town on April
29. We would like to extend our sin-
cerest gratitude to the downtown busi-
nesses who supported our efforts by
allowing students to stand in front of
their stores during the event, and to
the generosity of the community mem-
bers who provided donations.

The mission of the Westfield Cho-
ral Parents Association, Inc. is to pro-

mote and support the activities of the
WHS Choral Department. Proceeds
of our activities are applied toward
choral performance opportunities for
students, such as trips, clinics and
special events. Approximately 55 stu-
dents participated throughout the day
at nine locations. We would like to
specifically thank the following es-
tablishments who welcomed our stu-
dents that day: Alex and Ani, Athleta,
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe, Ono Bowls,
Sole, Starbucks, Vicky’s Diner, and
The Westfield Diner.

For those interested in providing
financial support of our efforts, we
would be grateful to accept dona-
tions. Checks can be made payable to
Westfield Choral Parents Association,
and sent to Westfield High School,
550 Dorian Road, Westfield, NJ
07090 C/O Monica Bergin, WCPA
Treasurer.

Lainie Geary
WCPA Event Chairperson

Local Community Bids Farewell
To Hon. Edward W. Beglin, Jr.

Investments In Golf Courses
Hopefully Will Spur Economy

The legal, residential and faith communities of
Westfield and the surrounding area mourned the loss
of one of their pillars with the passing on May 4 of
the Honorable Edward W. Beglin, Jr. at the age of 83.
Flags throughout Union County, including in front
of the Union County offices on North Avenue in
Westfield, were lowered to half-mast in tribute to the
longtime jurist, who capped his career as Assign-
ment Judge for the Union County Superior Court.

A resident of Westfield for four decades, and more
recently of Basking Ridge, Judge Beglin had famil-
ial ties to the Union County area dating back more
than 350 years. He could count among his forebears
a member of the Colonial Legislature, a pastor of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield during the
American Revolution, and another ancestor who
served as a captain in the Revolution. Judge Beglin
himself was a veteran of the United States Army.

The arc of his law career spanned a longtime
practice in Plainfield, a city in which he also was
prosecutor, city solicitor and acting corporation coun-
sel; to his service as Fanwood borough attorney and
attorney to the board of adjustment in Bridgewater;
to being named to the Union County District Court
in 1976 and the Superior Court of New Jersey two
years later. He served as Assignment Judge from

1983 until his 2004 retirement. Among the many
cases with which he was involved during his Supe-
rior Court tenure was Village Supermarkets’ long-
embattled but ultimately successful bid in the 1990s
to build the ShopRite supermarket in Garwood.

Judge Beglin brought his knowledge and experi-
ence into academia following his retirement from
the bench by becoming an adjunct professor at Seton
Hall and Kean universities.

During his lifetime, he also helped maintain the
bond forged by his ancestors with The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield where, in addition to being a
congregant, he was a deacon, trustee and elder. His
wife, the Reverend Helen Beglin, is a former associ-
ate pastor at the church. Judge Beglin’s memorial
service will be held there this Sunday, May 21, at 3
p.m., prior to interment at the Revolutionary War
Cemetery located across the street from the church.
Visitation will be on Saturday, May 20, from 4 to 7
p.m., at the Gray Funeral Home in Cranford.

We salute Judge Beglin’s long and distinguished
service to the law and to the community, to his family
and his students, and to his church. His life and
career were deeply interwoven with the history,
people and the fabric of the community, and he
leaves a solid legacy. May he rest in peace.

Over the past few years golfers in the region have
seen significant improvements to area golf courses.
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield just com-
pleted a substantial upgrade of the century-old club.
Shackamaxon, which was sold to the RDC Golf
Group in 2012, has made substantial changes, as did
Union County to the Galloping Hill course in
Kenilworth, and the freeholder board is expected to
vote tonight on a $9-million contract to construct a
new clubhouse at the Ash Brook course in Scotch
Plains.

Galloping Hill saw the construction of a 43,000-
square-foot clubhouse as well as a TaylorMade
Performance Lab with fitting lab for golf clubs, a 50-
stall driving range and a 40,000-square-foot practice
facility. As reported in New Jersey Monthly, the
county issued some $20 million in bonds to turn the
previous 27-hole Galloping Hill course, that was
constructed in 1928, “into an 18-hole championship
course.”

Union County officials said they anticipate the
revenue per round of golf to increase at Ash Brook
when the new 21,000-square-foot clubhouse is com-
pleted. The Ash Brook course was recently reno-
vated and extensive bunker work and a new irriga-
tion system also are planned in the future, according
to the Ash Brook website. The clubhouse will re-
place an existing 50-year-old facility.

Among its amenities will be a restaurant. When
the county closed the Oak Ridge golf course after the
2008 season and hired Illinois-based KemperSports
to manage its two remaining facilities, golfers were
promised that both courses would be upgraded.
Initially, however, the focus was on Galloping Hill
due in part to its location along the Garden State
Parkway. As part of the upgrade, the New Jersey
Golf Association moved its offices to the Galloping
Hill clubhouse. We still believe that while the club-
house at Galloping Hill is needed, the banquet part
of the facility should not compete directly with area
wedding catering halls.

Shackamaxon has added a 25-meter main pool.
The new pool follows the restoration of the bunkers,
ballroom and men’s locker room.

Eminent golf architect Rees Jones was involved in
the upgrades to Galloping Hill, Ash Brook and Echo
Lake. The Echo Lake upgrade, according to http://
newjersey.pga.com, was in the $2.1 million range.

We believe the upgrades of these courses as well as
other golf facilities here in Union County will not only
attract more golfers, but hopefully spur the local
economy with many more golf outings being booked
and visitors having the opportunity to see all that is
available here, from arts and entertainment venues to
parks and recreational opportunities and local down-
towns like Westfield, Cranford and Summit.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane
words.

1. Scray – The sea swallow
2. Wachna – The little Alaskan cod
3. Psellism – Any speech defect, as

stammering
4. Javel – A vagabond or lowly person

PTARMIC
1. Producing smoke or soot
2. Causing to sneeze
3. Of an alien or foreign nature
4. Pertaining to the final end or pur-

pose
DAWPATE

1. Putrid; foul-smelling
2. In a relaxed state; resting
3. Formed like a fan
4. A simpleton; a fool

TELLURAL
1. Pertaining to the earth
2. Having wits; sense; understanding
3. Round or oval in form
4. Prophetic; oracular; mysterious

GOBBET
1. A naked cell or mass of protoplasm
2. A chunk of raw flesh
3. A water wheel with buckets
4. A tobacco or money pouch

More letters pages 5, 18

No News Is Too Small




