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County to Start Addiction
Recovery Pilot June 1

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Persons addicted to
Opioids, whose drug classification
includes painkillers and heroin, will
be able to get treatment without
facing any drug possession charges
under a new pilot program unveiled
by Union County law enforcement
officials at last Thursday’s freehold-
ers’ meeting.

The Union County Community
Law Enforcement Addiction Recov-
ery, or C.L.E.A.R., program will be
launched Thursday, June 1. Addicts
will be able to walk into the Union
County Police Department on North
Avenue in Westfield on Tuesdays
and Thursdays, between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., to seek treat-
ment, officials said. They will be
screened, after filling out a ques-
tionnaire, by trained police offic-
ers. An addiction counselor will de-
termine the best treatment options
such as detox inpatient or intensive
outpatient therapy, said Andrew
Moran, director of public safety.

The Sheriff’s Department also

will allow walk-ins the same two
days and hours in the basement of
the new annex on Elizabethtown
Plaza, across from the administra-
tion building, in Elizabeth, N.J.

The county is working with Pre-
vention Links, non-profit substance
abuse prevention organization based
in Roselle.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said the
county will fund $150,000 to pro-
vide 185 outpatient beds at facili-
ties operated by the New Hope
Foundation, 80 Conover Road,
Marlboro Township, N.J., and Turn-
ing Point, Inc., Barnert Medical Arts
Complex, 680 Broadway, No. 104,
Paterson, N.J. Additional treatment
and detox beds will be offered by
Overlook, Trinitas and JFK hospi-
tals.

The freeholder, who used to be
the public affairs director for the
Partnership for a Drug-Free New
Jersey, said the Opioid overdose
epidemic is “spreading like fire”
throughout the county.

Mr. Moran said Union County
Police and Sheriff’s Department of-
ficers will be trained on administer-
ing the program.

Mr. Moran said overdoses in
Union County were up 40 percent
in 2016 and have jumped 76 per-
cent in the first three months of this
year. Deaths by overdosing from
fentanyl were up 50 percent in the
first quarter of this year, he said.

“This is a huge problem,” Mr.
Moran said.

Acting Prosecutor Grace Park
said New Jersey’s death rate from
Opioid and prescription drug over-
doses is three times that of the na-
tional rate. She said the C.L.E.A.R.
program is geared for those persons
who have not been arrested or over-

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
ALL WASHED UP...The Westfield Auto Wash was razed to a tidy pile of rubble
last week to make way for an apartment complex.

Courtesy of Birgit Berkow
YOUNG SCIENTISTS...Students in grades 3 to 8 recently participated in the
seventh annual PTA Science Fair at Deerfield School in Mountainside.  Lots of
learning and fun was had by all.

Westfield Adjust. Board Grants
Storefront Office Space App.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – As the clock
struck midnight in the early hours
of May 9, the Westfield Board of
Adjustment granted a use variance,
along with three other variances,
for the property located at 177 East
Broad Street. The approval was
granted with two conditions, the
first being that a proof of at least a
10-year lease agreement be submit-
ted to Town Planner Don Sammet
within 120 days. The second is that
Mr. Sammet and board members
receive final site plans for the reno-
vated space and that the application

receive final site plan approval.
Property owner Dominick Verdic,

Jr., who testified to owning the prop-
erty for the last 16 years, stated that
the listed applicant, Ruthal Holding
West, L.L.C., had expressed inter-
est in the property. According to
state records, Mr. Verdic is the prin-
cipal and Julia Wood is the agent
for Ruthal Holding, which is also
the listed owner of the property.
The applicant wants to turn the cur-
rent space, operated now by The
Children’s Place, into an office
space for a current Fortune 500 com-
pany.

Mr. Verdic is the current chair-

man for the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) Board of Di-
rectors. He previously served as
chairman of the Scotch Plains
equivalent. The DWC offices are
also in that location.

Ronald Ladell, from Avalon Con-
struction Management Companies,
which intends to occupy the space,
testified that his development com-
pany had looked at spaces in Sum-
mit, Cranford, Millburn and
Westfield because of their vibrant
downtown businesses and because
of the close proximity to the train
stations, and decided that Westfield
was their optimum choice.

Mr. Ladell stated that the office
space would be used for approxi-
mately 26 employees, all within the
management level of the company,
and that there would be many meet-
ings and conferences and that the
company would like to use down-
town Westfield restaurants for ca-
tering. He also noted that the area
was enticing because of the active
DWC.

Avalon made statewide news ear-
lier this year when their project in
Maplewood caught fire, coming two
years after their Edgewater devel-
opment was engulfed in flames, dis-
placing 500 residents. The fire re-
portedly spread due to a lack of
sprinklers.

Sherry Cronin, executive direc-
tor for the DWC, testified that she
felt the business would be an asset
to the downtown area because it
brings more foot traffic into the
area and that vacancies in the down-
town area are “uncomfortable.” She
noted that the loss of Morgan Stanley
in the downtown area was a loss for
downtown businesses and that she
was happy to have such an estab-
lished company wanting to rent of-
fice space in the area.

BOE Celebrates Top Teacher,
Names New Roosevelt Principal

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
BUNGEES, TRAMPOLINES AND TRICKS...Children get thrills at the attraction that allowed them to try some flying
somersaults during Sunday’s Downtown Westfield Spring Fling. Pictured is one of the rides/attractions that had the
longest lines.

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield cel-
ebrated a new principal, a new as-
sistant principal and a Teacher of
the Year at the board of education
meeting Tuesday evening.

Mary Asfendis was appointed
principal of Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School, where she will take over
from Stewart Carey, who has been
at the school for 12 years. Mabel
Huynh was appointed assistant prin-
cipal of Westfield High School

(WHS), where she started work as a
chemistry teacher 15 years ago.
Penny O’Donnell, a third-grade
teacher at Franklin Elementary
School, was named Elementary
Teacher of the Year and winner of
The Philhower Award for 2017.

Ms. Asfendis started her Westfield
teaching career as a Spanish teacher
at Edison Intermediate School from
1999 to 2004 and then left the dis-
trict before returning as an assistant
principal at WHS in 2012. Last year
she moved to Edison Intermediate
as assistant principal.

“I am aware that I have some big
shoes to fill,” Ms. Asfendis told the
board. “For students to be success-
ful it takes a community approach.
As principal, it will be my goal to
foster that sense of community to
ensure that Roosevelt continues to
be a wonderful middle school that
nurtures the growth of students aca-
demically, socially and emotion-
ally.”

A graduate of Rutgers University
with a Master’s Degree in Educa-
tional Leadership from Thomas
Edison University, Ms. Huynh has
been acting assistant principal at
WHS since the fall.

She spoke warmly of Westfield as
a town that “does not only educate
students so that they can be suc-
cessful and be better, it also inspires
and supports and provides opportu-

nities for staff to improve and grow.
I treasure every moment at Westfield
High School.”

Mrs. O’Donnell was warmly ac-
claimed as elementary school
Teacher of the Year by colleagues,
parents and children at Franklin,
who were lining up to sing her
praises.

Mrs. O’Donnell found her call-
ing as a teacher more than 20 years
ago, having previously held mar-
keting positions in major corpora-
tions. She was hired as a full-time
teacher at Franklin Elementary
School in 2000, where she has taught
both third and fourth grades ever
since.

A graduate of Fairleigh Dickinson
University, Mrs. O’Donnell earned
a Bachelor of Science degree in
Business/Marketing and also holds
a Master of Arts degree in English
from Kean University with a certifi-
cation in elementary education.

Franklin Principal Eileen
Cambria spoke of a teacher who put
yard signs in children’s yards to
celebrate the fact that they had
memorized all their multiplication
facts and whose colleagues eagerly
awaited each September to see what
the theme of her classroom would
be – past décor included beach and
circus.

“Mrs. O’Donnell makes each
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
FRIENDLY SWORDS...At Sunday’s Spring Fling in Downtown Westfield, the
Seward boys of Westfield display their winnings from one of the booths.

Publisher’s Note
This week’s edition includes This

Is Westfield (45th Annual Edition).
It is mailed to every home in
Westfield, along with our subscrib-
ers in the many neighboring towns
and throughout the U.S. We hope
you enjoy this edition and become a
subscriber. Thank you to all who
made this possible.

Visit www.goleader.com to sub-
scribe, receive news briefs daily
when important things happen and
to access the archives of over 100
years. Please stay in touch.

Thank you,
Horace R. Corbin, Publisher

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood Applies For
Infrastructure Grant

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough
council announced Tuesday night
that the municipality had been
awarded a $25,000 Union County
Senior Focus grant.

“The grant can help beautify, re-
store facilities, addresses accessi-
bility needs, and other capital ex-
penditures to better the lives of se-
nior citizens in Garwood,” Council
President Sara Todisco said.

Garwood has applied for the
county’s 2017 Infrastructure and
Municipal Aid Matching Improve-
ment Grant. A total of $1.5 million is
available for the 21 municipalities in
Union County. Infrastructure grant
money can assist projects including
road repairs, community enhance-
ment, large and small construction
projects, downtown development,
master plan, feasibility studies and
other economic development plans.

“Grants are an excellent cost-free
way for Garwood to enhance its com-
munity and development. As a coun-
cil we are very excited about being
awarded the one grant and applying

for the other,” said Mayor Charles
Lombardo.

The council unanimously ap-
proved resolutions supporting state
legislative bills A-4666 and A-4667.
Bill A-4666 proposes putting a freeze
on all affordable-housing litigation
through 2017. Bill A4667 would es-
tablish an affordable-housing obli-
gation study commission. The com-
mission would have elected officials
and other relevant officials deciding
appropriate municipal housing obli-
gations instead of judges.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro and
Councilman Joseph Sarno proposed
the resolution. “New affordable-
housing obligations are a part of an
activist agenda and a burden to many
communities across the state. Our
Legislature is not trying to stop it or
even consider revising the system in
light of all the litigation and incon-
venience it has created,” Ms. Cuccaro
said.

“I completely agree with Ms.
Cuccaro; support from all surround-
ing municipalities’ officials to our
state representatives is essential in
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Celebrating Our Third Anniversary

Storewide Sale • 30% Off

May 1st to May 13th

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm • Thursday: 10am to 7pm

Saturday: 10am to 5pm • Sunday: Closed

Illuminating Young Minds

751 Central Ave., Westfield LightbridgeAcademy.com

• Infant, Toddler & Pre-K Programs

• Seedlings Early Childhood Education Curriculum 

• Sign Language, Music & Spanish Included

• Parentview® Internet Monitoring

• Parent eCommunication App

• Interactive Whiteboards 
  & iPad Technology

Lightbridge Academy offers nurturing care and a one-of-a-kind 
educational experience for the children we care for and the parents 
who cherish them.

908.228.5791

SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYSCIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

Board of Ed. Introduces
Bag Policy for School Events

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation, on Monday night, introduced a
policy for bag inspection at board-spon-
sored, extracurricular events, such as
Cranford High School football games,
basketball games, wrestling matches
and commencement exercises at the
request of the Cranford Police Depart-
ment (CPD).

The policy is meant to promote a safe
environment by enhancing safety and
security at such events. It limits and
restricts the size and types of bags that
are permitted. Bags permitted include:
a clear bag no larger than 12 inches by
15 inches by three inches; a small clutch
or wristlet no larger than four inches by
six inches by one inch, with or without
a strap; bags containing medically nec-
essary items for that attendee’s assis-
tance, and diaper bags. The board en-
courages attendees not to bring any
bags.

While attendees can bring loose
items, including cameras and binocu-
lars, camera bags and binocular bags
are not permitted. Seat cushions must
not have any zippers or pouches and
must not exceed 18 inches wide.

A coat, blanket, mobile device, and
baby carriers and strollers are permitted.

The board will adopt the policy at its
Monday, May 22 meeting.

Since the police department first ap-
proached the board of education about
a bag inspection at football games some
eight months ago, the board had met
and discussed how to incorporate all of
the stakeholders’ concerns into the
policy, Board Vice-President Lisa
Carbone said. “The CPD said it was
important based on what’s going on in
the world today and based on what has
happened, unfortunately, even close to
home, the past year even; they said this
is something we should consider,” Ms.
Carbone said. Moreover, it will act as a
deterrent, she said.

Ms. Carbone said other school dis-
tricts have been interested in seeing
Cranford’s policy on bag inspection. “It
will become a best practice,” she said.

About $10,000 in grants were given
to the school district. They include: A
Learning and Leadership grant of
$5,000 from the NEA Foundation to
Lorraine Madden, literacy coach, to
provide district-wide language arts pro-
fessional development. Three Union
County Kids Dig In grants of $3,000
funded by the Union County Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Preser-
vation Trust Fund were awarded to
Lincoln School, Hillside Avenue School
and Walnut School. Two grants from

the Museum of Science, Boston, funded
through the Engineering is Elementary
project of the National Center for Tech-
nological Literacy, totaling $2,500, were
awarded to Vincent Basciano and Lori
Talbot, elementary-school teachers at
Hillside Avenue School, to provide for
attendance at a professional develop-
ment workshop at the Museum of Sci-
ence, Boston.

FOSS Next Generation Science Pro-
gram kits for use in kindergarten to
grade 5 in the 2017-2018 school year
were approved in a contract between
School Specialty, Inc. and Delta Edu-
cation LLC and the school district for a
contract price of $146,254.

The board of education is to discuss
with an allergy committee a potential
policy on what types of food can be
brought into the schools for special
occasions, Ms. Carbone said. Currently,
each school has its own policy. “We are
looking to see what we can do across
the district that makes sense and is not
too restrictive,” Ms. Carbone said.

In her Superintendent’s Report, Su-
perintendent Marilyn Birnbaum gave
special attention to students who re-
ceived awards, including Cranford High
School (CHS) student Kelly Drake for
her award given by the International
Career Development Conference; the
CHS Cranford Youth and Government
Club, which won Premier Delegation,
as well as six students in the club;
Thomas Armstrong was a semifinalist
at the New Jersey Business Idea Com-
petition, among a long list of other
awards.

Cranford Police Detective Kelly
Rieder gave an update to the board on
PROJECT ALERT, a middle-school
program focusing on why kids say yes
to drugs, alcohol and cigarette use.
Eighth graders received a refresher on
what they learned about it in sixth grade.
“We want to remind them before they
get to high school…before they have
all those new pressures, because they
will have them,” Detective Rieder said.

Personnel approvals, terminations,
retirements and resignations were ap-
proved by the board.

The board made a decision that an
incident was deemed as non-Harass-
ment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB),
Board President Kurt Petschow, Jr. said.
The board met in executive session
Monday to discuss the student matter,
and rejected it as HIB in respect to two
separate students, Mr. Petschow said.

The board’s next meeting on May 22
will serve as a reorganizational meeting
when the board will pass a long list of
resolutions for the 2017-2018 school
year.

LEADER IN ALABAMA...Glenn and Joanne Mortimer of Mountainside visit the
Dexter Avenue Church in Montgomery, Ala., where Martin Luther King, Jr. was
the preacher. It additionally was a focal point of the Montgomery bus boycott. They
also had a chance to catch up on their hometown news in The Westfield Leader.

OPEN HOUSE...The Westfield Chapter of UNICO National hosted a free Italian
Heritage "open house" and reception on April 30 in the Westfield Municipal
Building Community Room, featuring Italian food tastings, demonstrations, Italian
lessons, books and cultural information. About 75 people attended. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Chapter President Bob Tarte, UNICO
National Executive Director Andre' DiMino and Councilman Sam Della Fera.

dosed, but face addiction problems.
Ms. Park said there have been 55

Opioid overdoses this year; all but
five victims were saved after being
given Naloxone, referred to as Narcan.
Locally, six overdoses were reported
in Cranford. The 55 overdoses are
higher than the five previous years,
she said.

In addition, 23 overdose deaths
have occurred in the county, with six
reported each in Elizabeth and Union
Township.

Sheriff Joseph Cryan said the aver-
age age of an Opioid addict in New
Jersey and in Union County is over
the age of 40.

In 2014, law enforcement agencies
in the county started administering
Narcan to heroin overdose victims.
Last year three county hospitals, in-
cluding Overlook Medical Center in
Summit, began providing Narcan to
law enforcement for free.

Ms. Park said there were 155 em-
ployments of Narcan last year with
only five deaths reported.

“But we realized it (use of Narcan)
was only a band-aid,” the prosecutor
said.

She said through an agreement with
area hospitals, there are now recov-
ery addiction coaches at these medi-
cal facilities who respond to persons
who were administered Narcan.

“This program (C.L.E.A.R.), hope-
fully, will get help to an addict before
they enter the (criminal or emergency
room) system,” Ms. Park said.

“This is another opportunity for us
to take a step, hopefully to prevent
that next level of Opioid addiction.
When we do that, we all win,” Sheriff
Cryan added. “And we will be able to
give families peace of mind, treat-
ments to those addicted and hope-
fully, a better quality of life for all.”

He said the pilot program was
implemented in the Ocean County
communities of Brick and Manches-
ter, and Brick saw 74 persons come in
for addiction help from January

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Addiction Recovery

child feel special, safe, loved, sup-
ported and challenged,” she said.

Mrs. O’Donnell’s pupils spoke
individually to thank her for every-
thing from “fun worksheets” to “not
giving too much homework” and
“not yelling.”

A grateful parent who nominated
Mrs. O’Donnell for the award wrote,
“Mrs. O’Donnell gave my son a
roadmap that applied to any type of
writing and that took away the anxi-
ety of staring at a blank page.”

Mrs. O’Donnell said, “It is a dif-
ficult job; there is not a teacher
presently working or retired that
would disagree with that opinion.
Teaching is also one of the most
rewarding professions anyone can
choose. What better reward than
observing a child raise the bar higher
than they thought they could reach,
discover new friendships, or pick
themselves up and try again when it
didn’t work the first time?

“More times than I can count, I
have run into prior students who
proudly shared their accomplish-
ments and plans for the future. That
is when you smile to yourself and
think, ‘Yes, I have made a differ-
ence.’”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Top Teacher

Some of the members of the board,
including Albert Benacchio, stated
that they did not want to vote yes
without seeing any floor plans for
the project.

Mr. Ladell had given conceptual
plans for the first-floor office space
but no concrete plans in writing.
Mr. Benacchio stated that he wanted
to see an artist’s rendering of what
the office space would look like,
and his sentiments were echoed by
many other members. He stated,
“we had Flat Iron Realty, L.L.C. on
Elm Street come back three times to
give us a specific plan for their
rooftop use because that was a first-
time use. There is no reason why we
shouldn’t look at plans that are not
conceptual.”

In other business, FAB Proper-
ties L.L.C. was granted variances to
convert basement space at 316 East
Broad Street into office and confer-
ence space. FAB Properties is owned
by Carol and Francis McIntyre, ac-
cording to state filings.

According to the application’s
conditions, set forth by the board of
adjustment, the business cannot rent
out the basement portion as a sepa-
rate entity and there can be no more
than 12 employees at the location.

The next Westfield Board of Ad-
justment meeting is scheduled for
Monday, June 12, at 7:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Storefront

through mid-March of this year.
“This pilot (C.L.E.A.R.) deals di-

rectly with the Opioid crisis that is
impacting this county as well as every
county in the State of New Jersey,” said
Frank Guzzo, director of the depart-
ment of human services. “It is a great
program from what we looked at.”

stressing how invasive of an issue
this is to each borough,” Mr. Sarno
said.

The borough council approved in
a 4-to-1 vote a resolution adopting
the South Avenue-Transit Oriented
Redevelopment Plan, pursuant to the
Local Redevelopment and Housing
Law. Ms. Cuccaro voted no.

During the public part of the meet-
ing, Garwood Board of Education
member Sal Piarulli, a former candi-
date for mayor, spoke before the
mayor and council.

“I am here to briefly mention and
represent Garwood’s Board of Edu-
cation. As a board we are concerned
with rising burdens new housing de-
velopments will have on our taxpay-
ers by straining our school system’s
resources,” Mr. Piarulli said.

“An official correspondence will
be organized between council and
the board of education. The issue is
important and we will address what
can be done to protect the school
system and taxpayer,” Mayor
Lombardo said.

Griffith Painting was awarded a
contract to repaint the decorative
light pole and clock painting. Griffith
Painting bid the lowest at $5,300.

“Much due diligence has been
completed in assuring the clock can
be restored at lowest cost. The project
beautifies our town and is needed.
The process is a bit too complex for
a team of passionate volunteers, and
Griffith priced $3,000 less than the
manufacturer’s suggested price,”
said Ms. Todisco. “When account-
ing for labor and specialty paint, the
price is logical and very competi-
tive. Especially to what other towns
across Union County pay,” Council-
man Sarno said.

The council unanimously ap-
proved two separate resolutions en-
abling a municipal garbage disposal
truck purchase for a total of
$183,000.

“This seems to be a lot of money.
What is the process used to deter-
mine whether or not the value we
paid is correct?” resident Bruce
Paterson asked.

Borough Administrator/Clerk Chris-
tina M. Ariemma replied, “The bor-
ough uses a public bidding process to
sell and purchase the equipment. We
engaged two separate purchases for
two separate parts to build the truck to
achieve the lowest price possible.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Grant App.
A resolution supporting the fed-

eral Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) program was ap-
proved by the council, but with a 3-
to-2 vote. Ms. Cuccaro and Mr. Sarno
voted against the resolution. The
CDBG is a national program that has
been eliminated from the President’s
Fiscal Year 2018 budget process.
Proposed resolutions are circulating
throughout the country at municipal
meetings to garner national support
for funding reinstatement.

“I believe the program has exorbi-
tant waste attached to it and needs
revision. The funding does not pro-
vide effective solutions for spending
tax dollars for low-income housing.
The way dollars have been spent to
fund state projects is evidence of waste-
ful spending; supporting my reason-
ing for a no vote,” Mr. Sarno said.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
RAINBOW DREAMS...With the lure of neon-colored sand, the Velovic family
members make their own necklaces at Westfield’s Spring Fling on Sunday.
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Planning Board OKs New
Home On Prospect Avenue

County to Start Addiction
Recovery Pilot June 1

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday gave its unani-
mous approval to an application to
develop an empty lot on Prospect
Avenue and build a new garage on an
adjacent lot that fronts Mountain Av-
enue.

Joseph Pellicone will raze an ex-
isting detached masonry garage and
construct a new detached 12-foot by

20-foot garage at 2045 Mountain
Avenue and also build a new single-
family home at 2044 Prospect Av-
enue, which is located behind the
Mountain Avenue lot. Mr. Pellicone
owns both lots, which were merged
at some earlier time, explained attor-
ney Richard Cohen at the board’s
hearing. The board’s approval will
result in reinstituting the previous
lot lines.

Planner James Watson told the

board that the new garage on Moun-
tain Avenue will result in slightly
less lot coverage. The new Prospect
Avenue home, which he said will be
30 feet by 40 feet, will have setbacks
— five feet on the sides and 30 feet
in the front and rear yards — in
conformance with local require-
ments. He said the Prospect Avenue
lot had long been used as a rear yard
for the Mountain Avenue residence,
which he said was built about 100
years ago.

Board member Jeffrey Strauss
asked about the potential for in-
creased flooding on Prospect Av-
enue resulting from the new home,
but Mr. Watson said the neighbor-
hood is not located in a flood zone
and board engineer Paul Ferriero
said there “should be no impact” on
adjoining properties from the new
home.

In other business, Board Chair-
man Joseph Doyle said he had sent a
letter to two residents who had re-
cently written a letter to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times questioning
the need for a community center,
which is now being looked into by
the board. In his letter to Steven and
Wendy Herzberg, which was pro-
vided to The Times, Mr. Doyle as-
sured them that the board “is setting
out on a deliberate pace to examine
the feasibility of a center from all
aspects: need, finances, community
support, location, etc. All of this will
be done before the idea goes for-
ward to the Township Council for
any official action.”

The Herzbergs’ letter in the April
27 edition of The Times stated that
“the last thing the overburdened tax-
payers of Scotch Plains need is an-
other money pit project, which will
increase our tax bills.” In his May 4
letter to them, Mr. Doyle said the
goal “is for something special, not a
burden.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF FUNNEL CAKE…The Keddis family of Scotch Plains grabs a bite to eat while listening
to music at Sunday’s Spring Fling in Downtown Westfield. Gyros, empanadas, kabobs, fried Oreos and crepes were offered
at vendor food trucks and carts.

Westfield Adjust. Board Grants
Storefront Office Space Application

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – As the clock
struck midnight in the early hours
of May 9, the Westfield Board of
Adjustment granted a use variance,
along with three other variances,
for the property located at 177 East
Broad Street. The approval was
granted with two conditions, the
first being that a proof of at least a
10-year lease agreement be submit-
ted to Town Planner Don Sammet
within 120 days. The second is that
Mr. Sammet and board members

receive final site plans for the reno-
vated space and that the application
receive final site plan approval.

Property owner Dominick Verdic,
Jr., who testified to owning the prop-
erty for the last 16 years, stated that
the listed applicant, Ruthal Holding
West, L.L.C., had expressed inter-
est in the property. According to
state records, Mr. Verdic is the prin-
cipal and Julia Wood is the agent
for Ruthal Holding, which is also
the listed owner of the property.
The applicant wants to turn the cur-
rent space, operated now by The
Children’s Place, into an office
space for a current Fortune 500 com-
pany.

Mr. Verdic is the current chair-
man for the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) Board of Di-
rectors. He previously served as
chairman of the Scotch Plains
equivalent. The DWC offices are
also in that location.

Ronald Ladell, from Avalon Con-
struction Management Companies,
which intends to occupy the space,
testified that his development com-
pany had looked at spaces in Sum-
mit, Cranford, Millburn and
Westfield because of their vibrant
downtown businesses and because
of the close proximity to the train
stations, and decided that Westfield
was their optimum choice.

Mr. Ladell stated that the office
space would be used for approxi-

mately 26 employees, all within the
management level of the company,
and that there would be many meet-
ings and conferences and that the
company would like to use down-
town Westfield restaurants for ca-
tering. He also noted that the area
was enticing because of the active
DWC.

Avalon made statewide news ear-
lier this year when their project in
Maplewood caught fire, coming two
years after their Edgewater devel-
opment was engulfed in flames, dis-
placing 500 residents. The fire re-
portedly spread due to a lack of
sprinklers.

Sherry Cronin, executive direc-
tor for the DWC, testified that she
felt the business would be an asset
to the downtown area because it
brings more foot traffic into the
area and that vacancies in the down-
town area are “uncomfortable.” She
noted that the loss of Morgan Stanley
in the downtown area was a loss for
downtown businesses and that she
was happy to have such an estab-
lished company wanting to rent of-
fice space in the area.

Some of the members of the board,
including Albert Benacchio, stated
that they did not want to vote yes
without seeing any floor plans for
the project.

Mr. Ladell had given conceptual
plans for the first-floor office space

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Persons addicted to
Opioids, whose drug classification in-
cludes painkillers and heroin, will be
able to get treatment without facing any
drug possession charges under a new
pilot program unveiled by Union County
law enforcement officials at last
Thursday’s freeholders’ meeting.

The Union County Community Law
Enforcement Addiction Recovery, or
C.L.E.A.R., program will be launched
Thursday, June 1. Addicts will be able
to walk into the Union County Police
Department on North Avenue in
Westfield on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.,
to seek treatment, officials said. They
will be screened, after filling out a
questionnaire, by trained police offic-
ers. An addiction counselor will deter-
mine the best treatment options such as
detox inpatient or intensive outpatient
therapy, said Andrew Moran, director
of public safety.

The Sheriff’s Department also will

allow walk-ins the same two days and
hours in the basement of the new annex
on Elizabethtown Plaza, across from
the administration building, in Eliza-
beth, N.J.

The county is working with Preven-
tion Links, non-profit substance abuse
prevention organization based in
Roselle.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said the
county will fund $150,000 to provide
185 outpatient beds at facilities oper-
ated by the New Hope Foundation, 80
Conover Road, Marlboro Township,
N.J., and Turning Point, Inc., Barnert
Medical Arts Complex, 680 Broad-
way, No. 104, Paterson, N.J. Addi-
tional treatment and detox beds will be
offered by Overlook, Trinitas and JFK
hospitals.

The freeholder, who used to be the
public affairs director for the Partner-
ship for a Drug-Free New Jersey, said
the Opioid overdose epidemic is
“spreading like fire” throughout the
county.
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Publisher’s Note
This week’s edition includes This

Is Westfield (45th Annual Edition).
It is mailed to every home in
Westfield, along with our subscrib-
ers in the many neighboring towns
and throughout the U.S. We hope
you enjoy this edition and become a
subscriber. Thank you to all who
made this possible.

Visit www.goleader.com to sub-
scribe, receive news briefs daily
when important things happen and
to access the archives of over 100
years. Please stay in touch.

Thank you,
Horace R. Corbin, Publisher

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUTURE FIREFIGHTER...This younster tries on a fire helmet at Union County’s
“Touch A Truck” event held Sunday afternoon in the Watchung Reservation.  The
event featured vehicles from the Hazmat unit, Union County’s Department of
Public Works, and the Mountainside Volunteer Fire Department.

BOE Asked to Revisit HS
Band Practice Schedule

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During its
open agenda meeting Tuesday night,
the board of education listened to and
commented on concerns related to
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Marching Band.

A Scotch Plains resident stood to
ask the board if a decision had been
made about cutting back the practice
time for the marching band for next
season.

It was suggested by this resident, as
has been stated at a previous board
meeting, that practice for three hours,
three times a week and Saturdays,
was not “reasonable.” A shorter prac-
tice schedule was put forth for con-
sideration.

The resident acknowledged that
while the need for the marching band
to “be competitive” was an important
element, “having longer practices
doesn’t necessarily guarantee good
results.”

While Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Hayes, Ed.D., made clear,

“I don’t have a specific answer for
you today,” she also indicated, “we’re
on the same wavelength.”

The superintendent went on to tell
the resident that a new fine arts super-
visor had been hired at SPFHS, and
although not scheduled to begin until
July 1, is already “doing a very good
job of transitioning in.”

“We will talk with him about these
concerns and talk with the staff and
see what accommodations can be
made,” Superintendent Hayes told the
concerned resident, and directed him
to contact her for a specific time frame
about when decisions will be made.

In other business news, the board
approved the purchase from Steril-Koni
USA of four column lifts, in the amount
of $48,176, for the maintenance shop.
The money will be withdrawn from
2015-2016 extraordinary aid.

Board President Nancy Bauer told
the board, “one reason we need the
lifts is because the maintenance people
are doing repairs on the vehicles them-
selves.”

Board member Evan Murray re-
ported that summer roofing projects
would begin the week of Monday,
May 15, at SPFHS and any work that
will require loud noise will be done
after 3 p.m.

The board approved the renewal of
a contract with Frontline Technolo-
gies for AESOP attendance program
for $17,382; for AppliTrack Recruit-
ing Program at a cost of $3,227, and
the Veritime/Time & Attendance pro-
gram at a cost of $14,700 annually for
the 2017-2018 school year.

The next regular public meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, May 25,
when PTA presidents, eCybermission
Award winners and The Blue Dia-
mond Step Squad will receive recog-
nition for their accomplishments.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WITH A CHANCE OF RAIN…Clouds don’t dampen the spirits of young people
who rock climb at the Spring Fling street fair in Westfield on Sunday.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELCOME TO CRANFORD...This Cardinal nest appeared in a holly bush next
to a house in Cranford. Three eggs were spotted being laid. The hatchlings have
begun to get their feathers.
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Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

Celebrating Our Third Anniversary

Storewide Sale • 30% Off

May 1st to May 13th

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm • Thursday: 10am to 7pm

Saturday: 10am to 5pm • Sunday: Closed

Illuminating Young Minds

751 Central Ave., Westfield LightbridgeAcademy.com

• Infant, Toddler & Pre-K Programs

• Seedlings Early Childhood Education Curriculum 

• Sign Language, Music & Spanish Included

• Parentview® Internet Monitoring

• Parent eCommunication App

• Interactive Whiteboards 
  & iPad Technology

Lightbridge Academy offers nurturing care and a one-of-a-kind 
educational experience for the children we care for and the parents 
who cherish them.

908.228.5791

SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYSCIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

LEADER IN ALABAMA...Glenn and Joanne Mortimer of Mountainside visit the
Dexter Avenue Church in Montgomery, Ala., where Martin Luther King, Jr. was
the preacher. It additionally was a focal point of the Montgomery bus boycott. They
also had a chance to catch up on their hometown news in The Westfield Leader.

Scotch Plains Cell Tower
Proposal to Resume In July

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment will continue a
hearing in July on an application by
a cellular telephone provider to rein-
stall its antennas on an existing trans-
mission tower.

New Cingular Wireless has housed
its antennas on temporary poles for
the past several years while PSE&G
undertook a multi-year project to
upgrade and modernize its transmis-
sion towers and power lines along
the right-of-way that parallels Terrill
Road. With that project completed,
cell phone providers whose anten-
nas had to be relocated to temporary
sites during the PSE&G renovations
are replacing their antennas on the
PSE&G towers.

New Cingular’s temporary towers
have been located at the Parker Green-
house site on Terrill Road and on
Raritan Road near the Ashbrook Nurs-
ing Home. In January, the zoning
board approved the company’s re-
quest to reinstall the Ashbrook anten-
nas on a PSE&G tower located along
Terrill Road, several hundred feet
from the nursing home and in the
same location as they had been prior
to the PSE&G refurbishment project.

In March, the board began its hear-
ing on New Cingular’s application to
reinstall 12 antennas on a PSE&G
tower situated near Judy Lane. Neigh-
borhood residents turned out then,
with several voicing complaints and
concerns about the placement of the
antennas — which will be situated
156 feet above the ground, very near
the top of the tower itself — as well as
the effects on their property values.

At last Thursday’s hearing, Yvan
Joseph, a radio-frequency expert, tes-
tified about the need for more com-
prehensive coverage in that part of
Scotch Plains, saying restoring the
antennas on the PSE&G tower will
“adequately fill” what he said was a
gap in coverage. He displayed maps
showing where coverage was weaker,
particularly in the area of Terrill and
Cooper Roads and Martine Avenue.
No other structure in the area, in-
cluding PSE&G towers south of the
one proposed to be used, would help
New Cingular meet its coverage

needs, Mr. Joseph told the board.
A dozen neighborhood residents

spoke after Mr. Joseph’s testimony,
with all opposing the application and
questioning the need for the anten-
nas. Several maintained that cover-
age in the area of Judy Lane, Ramapo
Way, Briarcliffe Drive and
Shirewood Drive — streets that abut
the right-of-way where the PSE&G
towers are located — is already ad-
equate. Robert O’Shea, a Ramapo
Way resident, called the antennas
“an eyesore.”

Prior to the New Cingular hearing,
which will resume at the zoning
board’s Thursday, July 6 meeting,
two other applications were approved.
Mike Buteas was granted permission
to convert an attached garage into a
family room and construct a detached
garage at his home at 412 Forest
Road. Aaron and Susan Lisa Kessler
were given permission to construct a
covered porch at the rear of their 21
Allenby Lane home.

Board of Ed. Introduces
Bag Policy for School Events

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation, on Monday night, introduced a
policy for bag inspection at board-spon-
sored, extracurricular events, such as
Cranford High School football games,
basketball games, wrestling matches
and commencement exercises at the
request of the Cranford Police Depart-
ment (CPD).

The policy is meant to promote a safe
environment by enhancing safety and
security at such events. It limits and
restricts the size and types of bags that
are permitted. Bags permitted include:
a clear bag no larger than 12 inches by
15 inches by three inches; a small clutch
or wristlet no larger than four inches by
six inches by one inch, with or without
a strap; bags containing medically nec-
essary items for that attendee’s assis-
tance, and diaper bags. The board en-
courages attendees not to bring any
bags.

While attendees can bring loose
items, including cameras and binocu-
lars, camera bags and binocular bags
are not permitted. Seat cushions must
not have any zippers or pouches and
must not exceed 18 inches wide.

A coat, blanket, mobile device, and
baby carriers and strollers are permit-
ted.

The board will adopt the policy at its
Monday, May 22 meeting.

Since the police department first ap-
proached the board of education about
a bag inspection at football games some
eight months ago, the board had met
and discussed how to incorporate all of
the stakeholders’ concerns into the
policy, Board Vice-President Lisa
Carbone said. “The CPD said it was
important based on what’s going on in
the world today and based on what has
happened, unfortunately, even close to
home, the past year even; they said this
is something we should consider,” Ms.
Carbone said. Moreover, it will act as a
deterrent, she said.

Ms. Carbone said other school dis-
tricts have been interested in seeing
Cranford’s policy on bag inspection. “It
will become a best practice,” she said.

About $10,000 in grants were given
to the school district. They include: A
Learning and Leadership grant of
$5,000 from the NEA Foundation to
Lorraine Madden, literacy coach, to
provide district-wide language arts pro-
fessional development. Three Union
County Kids Dig In grants of $3,000
funded by the Union County Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Preser-
vation Trust Fund were awarded to
Lincoln School, Hillside Avenue School
and Walnut School. Two grants from

the Museum of Science, Boston, funded
through the Engineering is Elementary
project of the National Center for Tech-
nological Literacy, totaling $2,500, were
awarded to Vincent Basciano and Lori
Talbot, elementary-school teachers at
Hillside Avenue School, to provide for
attendance at a professional develop-
ment workshop at the Museum of Sci-
ence, Boston.

FOSS Next Generation Science Pro-
gram kits for use in kindergarten to
grade 5 in the 2017-2018 school year
were approved in a contract between
School Specialty, Inc. and Delta Edu-
cation LLC and the school district for a
contract price of $146,254.

The board of education is to discuss
with an allergy committee a potential
policy on what types of food can be
brought into the schools for special
occasions, Ms. Carbone said. Currently,
each school has its own policy. “We are
looking to see what we can do across
the district that makes sense and is not
too restrictive,” Ms. Carbone said.

In her Superintendent’s Report, Su-
perintendent Marilyn Birnbaum gave
special attention to students who re-
ceived awards, including Cranford High
School (CHS) student Kelly Drake for
her award given by the International
Career Development Conference; the
CHS Cranford Youth and Government
Club, which won Premier Delegation,
as well as six students in the club;
Thomas Armstrong was a semifinalist
at the New Jersey Business Idea Com-
petition, among a long list of other
awards.

Cranford Police Detective Kelly
Rieder gave an update to the board on
PROJECT ALERT, a middle-school
program focusing on why kids say yes
to drugs, alcohol and cigarette use.
Eighth graders received a refresher on
what they learned about it in sixth grade.
“We want to remind them before they
get to high school…before they have
all those new pressures, because they
will have them,” Detective Rieder said.

Personnel approvals, terminations,
retirements and resignations were ap-
proved by the board.

The board made a decision that an
incident was deemed as non-Harass-
ment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB),
Board President Kurt Petschow, Jr.
said. The board met in executive ses-
sion Monday to discuss the student
matter, and rejected it as HIB in re-
spect to two separate students, Mr.
Petschow said.

The board’s next meeting on May
22 will serve as a reorganizational
meeting when the board will pass a
long list of resolutions for the 2017-
2018 school year.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROJECT ALERT...Detective Kelly Rieder, a school resource officer with the
Cranford Police Department, gives an update on Project Alert to the Cranford
Board of Education Monday night.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Addiction Recovery Pilot
Mr. Moran said Union County Po-

lice and Sheriff’s Department officers
will be trained on administering the
program.

Mr. Moran said overdoses in Union
County were up 40 percent in 2016 and
have jumped 76 percent in the first
three months of this year. Deaths by
overdosing from fentanyl were up 50
percent in the first quarter of this year,
he said.

“This is a huge problem,” Mr. Moran
said.

Acting Prosecutor Grace Park said
New Jersey’s death rate from Opioid
and prescription drug overdoses is three
times that of the national rate. She said
the C.L.E.A.R. program is geared for
those persons who have not been ar-
rested or overdosed, but face addiction
problems.

Ms. Park said there have been 55
Opioid overdoses this year; all but five
victims were saved after being given
Naloxone, referred to as Narcan. Lo-
cally, six overdoses were reported in

Cranford. The 55 overdoses are higher
than the five previous years, she said.

In addition, 23 overdose deaths have
occurred in the county, with six re-
ported each in Elizabeth and Union
Township.

Sheriff Joseph Cryan said the aver-
age age of an Opioid addict in New
Jersey and in Union County is over the
age of 40.

In 2014, law enforcement agencies
in the county started administering
Narcan to heroin overdose victims. Last
year three county hospitals, including
Overlook Medical Center in Summit,
began providing Narcan to law en-
forcement for free.

Ms. Park said there were 155 em-
ployments of Narcan last year with only
five deaths reported.

“But we realized it (use of Narcan)
was only a band-aid,” the prosecutor
said.

She said through an agreement with
area hospitals, there are now recovery
addiction coaches at these medical fa-
cilities who respond to persons who
were administered Narcan.

“This program (C.L.E.A.R.), hope-
fully, will get help to an addict before
they enter the (criminal or emergency
room) system,” Ms. Park said.

“This is another opportunity for us to
take a step, hopefully to prevent that
next level of Opioid addiction. When
we do that, we all win,” Sheriff Cryan
added. “And we will be able to give
families peace of mind, treatments to
those addicted and hopefully, a better
quality of life for all.”

He said the pilot program was imple-
mented in the Ocean County communi-
ties of Brick and Manchester, and Brick
saw 74 persons come in for addiction
help from January through mid-March
of this year.

“This pilot (C.L.E.A.R.) deals di-
rectly with the Opioid crisis that is
impacting this county as well as every
county in the State of New Jersey,” said
Frank Guzzo, director of the depart-
ment of human services. “It is a great
program from what we looked at.”

but no concrete plans in writing. Mr.
Benacchio stated that he wanted to
see an artist’s rendering of what the
office space would look like, and his
sentiments were echoed by many other
members. He stated, “we had Flat
Iron Realty, L.L.C. on Elm Street
come back three times to give us a
specific plan for their rooftop use
because that was a first-time use.
There is no reason why we shouldn’t
look at plans that are not conceptual.”

In other business, FAB Proper-
ties L.L.C. was granted variances to
convert basement space at 316 East
Broad Street into office and confer-
ence space. FAB Properties is owned
by Carol and Francis McIntyre, ac-
cording to state filings.

According to the application’s
conditions, set forth by the board of
adjustment, the business cannot rent
out the basement portion as a sepa-
rate entity and there can be no more
than 12 employees at the location.

The next Westfield Board of Ad-
justment meeting is scheduled for
Monday, June 12, at 7:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Bd. Adj.

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HISTORY OF WFD...A Westfield Fire Department historic display case of
memorabilia·was featured inside the Reeve House History & Cultural Resource
Center,  at 314 Mountain Avenue, on  April 30. The exhibit, which is open until
Tuesday, May 30, was put together in cooperation with the department and Westfield
Historical Society volunteers.
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3 For $11.99 
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MEET & GREET
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Mandelblatt Announces
Run For Congress In 7th

WESTFIELD – Lisa Mandelblatt of
Westfield, a community activist and pub-
lic servant, has announced her campaign
for Congress against incumbent Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th). The next Con-
gressional election is in 2018.

Ms. Mandelblatt is running because she
said she is “appalled at the election of
Donald Trump and the direction of our
country” and vows to fight back.

“When I woke up after Election Day, I
was stunned. I couldn’t believe our country
had elected this man who is an insult to
women, hard-working immigrants, commu-
nities of color, our schools, and our environ-
ment,” Ms. Mandelblatt said. “Then I started
attending town halls and rallies and I knew I
wasn’t alone in my frustration and disgust,
but our Congressman Leonard Lance has
shown that he will be a rubber stamp for
Donald Trump. Our country is in crisis and
we need leaders who will stand up to the
President and Republican leadership for the
people they represent – I know I can do that.”

She said she made the decision to run
after attending the Women’s March in
Washington in January.

“I think about the values I want to teach
my kids – equality and fairness, treating
others with respects, and giving everyone
an opportunity to succeed. When I saw
hundreds of thousands of people show up

to speak up for those same values, I knew
I had to run,” she said.

As a long-time resident of the 7th Dis-
trict, Ms. Mandelblatt turned her focus to
her community after a legal career. She
helped attract businesses as a member of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation, the
managing entity of Westfield Special Im-
provement District, and she helped Temple
Emanu-El’s pre-school program as the chair-
woman of the early education committee.

When her children were school age she
was co-president of the Washington El-
ementary School PTO and for the past
eight years she has worked across the
school district as a substitute teacher.

“I’m not a politician, but I am a lawyer,
mom, community activist, and public ser-
vant. I’ve been on the receiving end of
bad public policy, and like many Ameri-
cans, I’m tired of Washington politicians
who don’t listen to the people they repre-
sent. Leonard Lance works for Donald
Trump and Washington politics. I’ll work
for families like my own.”

Ms. Mandelblatt has a bachelor’s de-
gree from Cornell University and a law
degree from Fordham University, and
practiced litigation law in New York and
Massachusetts. Lisa and her husband,
Gary, are the parents of two grown chil-
dren.

Downtown North Ave. Fate,
Abandoned Prop. Discussed

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The planning board
voted last Wednesday to approve hiring a
planner to study North Avenue in the
downtown area between the Riverside
Inn and Bar Americana on the eastbound
side, and from the gas station on the
corner of Springfield Avenue to Puff &
Stuff on the westbound side to see if the
area can be designated as either an area in
need of redevelopment or an area in need
of rehabilitation. Affordable-housing ob-
ligations would be incorporated into the
overall plan, said Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr., a member of the board.

“It is time to make…the North Avenue
entranceway look like what has been done
on the south side,” Mayor Hannen said.

The area has a slate of businesses and
restaurants that would not be forced to
sell their property, Mayor Hannen said
upon planning board member Ann
Steinbach’s inquiry. She went further to
ask about Chapman Bros. Plumbing and
Heating’s recent approval to construct
new apartments above its business, which
is located in the middle of this strip, and
how this would affect their plans.

“I don’t believe there is any willing-
ness or desire on the part of the township
committee to compel any current busi-
ness owners to do anything,” Mayor
Hannen said.

“But at the right price they may choose
to,” Board President Kathleen Murray said.

The mayor said the township is look-
ing to pursue a developer to redevelop
this area, with one idea being mixed use
with businesses on the ground level and
apartments above. The number of stories,
density, design elements and other zon-
ing regulations would be determined by
the planning board, he said.

“The advantage of this here is the prox-
imity of the train station,” Mayor Hannen
said. Commissioner and planning board
member Ann Dooley also proposed a
hotel use as something the planning board
could consider.

Referring to the Riverfront at Cranford
Station development on South Avenue,
that Mayor Hannen said is the benchmark
for the redevelopment of North Avenue
downtown, Ms. Steinbach said, “the park-
ing is atrocious…you can’t park in the
back unless you’re disabled.”

“Our schools are at capacity. Can we
afford to put any more apartments in?”
Ms. Steinbach asked.

“There is also something coming up on
Walnut,” Ms. Steinbach said.

Among this area along North Avenue
is what is known as the MDTV building
and the parking lot that the township
purchased at the end of 2015. At the time
of the purchase township officials said
they had planned to resell these proper-
ties. Ms. Steinbach inquired about the
current market of these properties.

“The idea is it is not a great sale by
itself,” Board Vice-President Bobbi
Anderson said.

Two or three developers have said they
would like to purchase these properties,

the mayor said, but the township commit-
tee had decided to wait to sell until the
planning board has set forth a plan for
redevelopment or rehabilitation because it
is a gateway.

In other business, Zoning Officer Ron
Johnson handed out a draft of goals and
objectives for the zoning office. “We
want to see Cranford succeed with the
new planning and zoning office,” said
Mr. Johnson, who recently was hired by
the township.

Also, he said the Land Use ordinance
needs to be reviewed and edited. “I keep
finding things wrong with it, major things
that are wrong that need to be changed
yesterday,” he said.

A recent application that will be com-
ing before the zoning board of adjust-
ment for 107 Walnut Avenue will be
asking for an interpretation of the zoning
law to be done by the zoning board of
adjustment, Mr. Johnson said. An amend-
ment of the Land Use ordinance, he said,
could halt a need for such applications.

Mr. Johnson suggested that the ordi-
nance be reviewed by subject with prior-
ity given to those that are most likely to be
seen by the zoning and planning boards.

He also handed out a sheet entitled
Quick Facts that lays out the reexamina-
tion of the master plan.

“Having the community involved in
what is really their master plan
document…maybe they should have a
say,” Mr. Johnson said, suggesting there
be special meetings for the residents to
have input in the master plan.

Mr. Johnson also said he is interested
in creating an interactive flood zone map,
where people can search right on the site
and find out if they are in a flood zone.

An Abandoned Property Rehabilita-
tion Act was introduced at a recent town-
ship committee meeting, Commissioner
Dooley said. “It is a law that is part of
state law and introduced after Hurricane
Sandy,” she said, that allows the town-
ship to “take possession and control of
someone’s property” if it has been aban-
doned for six months or longer. It also
applies to bank-owned homes and those
under foreclosures.

The Act is focused on residential prop-
erties, not commercial properties, she
said. “Although it does contemplate
mixed-use, if it is two-thirds residential it
would apply to that property,” she said.

“It is to prevent blight in particular
neighborhoods,” Ms. Dooley said.

THANK YOU TO OUR CROSSING GUARDS...The Town of Westfield honored
its crossing guards on April 21 at the annual Crossing Guard Recognition
Breakfast. The event was sponsored by the Parent Teacher Council and
B.R.A.K.E.S. (Bikers, Runner And Kids are Entitled to Safety), a pedestrian
organization in Westfield. On display at the breakfast were banners of support
created by the students at each of Westfield’s schools. Local businesses Bagel
Chateau, Starbucks, and Baron’s Drug Store contributed to the event.

First Responders Rescue
Nursing Home Patients

CRANFORD — On May 3, at 7:39
p.m., the Cranford Police Department Com-
munications Center received a 911 call
reporting an active fire at a Birchwood
Avenue nursing facility.

Officers who first arrived on the scene
observed heavy smoke coming from the
facility. The two officers were informed
by staff members that two patients were
trapped in a first-floor room. As the offic-
ers approached the room from the exte-
rior, they could hear the occupants scream-
ing for help. The officers were able to
forcibly enter the structure by breaking
the window of the room, and subsequently
evacuate the occupants through the win-
dow to awaiting staff members.

Additional Cranford Police Depart-
ment patrol units and Cranford Fire De-
partment apparatus arrived on scene.
Police and fire personnel worked together
to evacuate the remaining patients in the
effected area. The fire department deter-
mined that the cause of the fire originated
from an air conditioning/heating unit
mounted inside one of the rooms.

Detective Thomas Stiansen and Officer
Gregory Federici, the responding officers,
suffered smoke inhalation, and were trans-
ported to St. Barnabas Hospital in West

Rahway Ave. Closed
Due to RR  Project

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation (NJDOT) has
announced a railroad crossing rehabilitation
project will require a week-long closure and
detour of Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Beginning at 7 a.m. Monday, May 8,
until 7 p.m. Friday, May 12, the two-way
traffic on Rahway Avenue in Westfield,
which becomes Westfield Avenue in Clark,
is scheduled to be closed at the railroad
crossing between Terminal Avenue in
Clark and Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.
The existing railroad crossing will be re-
moved and replaced with a new concrete
crossing and asphalt approach.

The traffic detour will be coordinated
with the local police. If work is com-
pleted earlier, the roadway will be re-
opened accordingly. In order to provide
safer and smoother railroad crossing in
Westfield, the existing crossings will be
replaced with new asphalt crossings and
new asphalt approaches.

 The precise timing of the work is
subject to change due to weather or other
factors. Motorists are encouraged to check
NJDOT’s traffic information website,
www.511nj.org, for real-time travel in-
formation and for NJDOT news follow us
on Twitter @NJDOT_info.

Westfield BOE Candidate
Filing Deadline Is July 31

WF, SP Among Highest
Student Debt Towns

SCOTCH PLAINS — Westfield and
Scotch Plains residents ranks in the top 500
towns with the highest average student debt
balances in LendEDU’s newest report. More
than 10,000 cities throughout the United
States were analyzed for their average stu-
dent debt balance. Scotch Plains, at no. 490,
had student debt is $35,733 with Westfield
at no. 253 with $238,218.

WESTFIELD — The deadline for
Westfield residents interested in con-
sidering a three-year term on the Board
of Education is Monday, July 31, at 4
p.m., when petitions are due at the
County Clerk office in Elizabeth. The
three members whose terms are expir-
ing on the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion include Peggy Oster, Mark Fried-
man and Christopher Langhart.

To consider becoming a Board of
Education member for the 2017-2020
term, candidates must file a petition in
person in the Office of the County Clerk
at 2 Broad St., Room 113, in Elizabeth
on or before 4 p.m. on July 31. The
actual election will take place on Tues-

day, November 7. Nominating petition
forms – which must be completed and
submitted to the county clerk – are avail-
able at the Board of Education office,
302 Elm Street, Westfield and on the
board’s website.

Questions regarding the election pro-
cess can be referred to the Union County
election supervisor, Lisa Hugelmeyer, at
(908) 527-4996. Information is available
at the County Clerk’s website at
www.ucnj.org/ctyclerk. Interested resi-
dents are encouraged to contact any mem-
ber of the Westfield Board of Education
or the Superintendent of Schools, Marga-
ret Dolan, for more information about
service on the board.

Orange where they were treated and re-
leased. In addition, four patients of the
facility were transported to area hospitals
for evaluation.

“The heroic efforts of the officers in-
volved in this incident, and the collabora-
tive teamwork put forth by police and fire
services, undoubtedly saved lives,” Po-
lice Chief James Wozniak said.

Garden Fair & Plant Sale
May 21 at Trailside Center

MOUNTAINSIDE — The 28th an-
nual Union County Spring Garden Fair
and Plant Sale will be held on Sunday,
May 21, rain or shine, from noon to 4
p.m. at the demonstration garden com-
plex at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center. The Fair is a project of the Rutgers
Master Gardeners of Union County.

Hundreds of plants will be for sale
including deer resistant, drought tolerant
and fragrant verities, and easy-to-grow
vegetables, herbs and ornamentals for
beginner gardeners. Among the many
highlights of the sale are heirloom toma-

toes and tomato varieties ideal for contain-
ers and small gardens, hot peppers, hanging
baskets and houseplants along with annual
and perennial flowers for the garden. The
number of plants an individual can pur-
chase may be limited due to demand.

Residents are encouraged to bring plant
and insect samples for diagnosis by Union
County Division of Mosquito Control su-
pervisors. The event also includes free
children’s activities as well home-baked
goods, and a arts and crafts table.Visitors
who plan to purchase plants are advised to
bring a small wagon for ease of conveyance.

Primary Registration
Deadline Is May 16

REGION – The deadline to register to
vote in the Tuesday, June 6 Primary Elec-
tion is Tuesday, May 16.

Residents can get register to vote forms
at their town clerk’s office, the Union
County Board of Elections in Elizabeth,
the County Clerk’s Office on North Av-
enue in Westfield or at the local Motor
Vehicle Office. Forms are also available
online.
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TRUCK

TOUCH
TRUCK

TOUCH

Sunday, May 21 at the JCC
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains

FREE! FREE!

Event Runs 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
1:00 – 2:00 p.m. – Hold the Horn hour designed for children 

with special needs and those with auditory sensitivity issues – 
no horns, music or sirens!

Rain or Shine

Vocational Technical School campus at 1776 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains

There’s something 
about this camp!

Day and Travel Camps 
for 18 months – 9th grade

Register now!     
www.jccnj.org/campyachad
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
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E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
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Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
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Letters to
the Editor

Facebook Comments to Resident
Disputed by Westfield Councilman

Roosevelt School Spaghetti Dinner;
A Time Honored Tradition

Special Treat When My Dad Took Me
To The Pond To Feed The Ducks

Editor’s Note: Our writer reported
on a resident’s comments made dur-
ing the public section of the May 2
Westfield Town Council meeting
about the councilman’s Facebook
page. The resident also asked about
the council’s position on climate con-
trol. Our audio tape of the proceed-
ings confirms the report.

*****
Ms. Hinke’s article [The Westfield

Leader] states that I was asked by a
resident at last night’s [May 2] Town
Council meeting about my post on

my Facebook page questioning cli-
mate change. I do not recall her ask-
ing me that question; had I heard it
asked, I would have denied it. No
such post has ever been made by me
or anyone else to my Facebook page,
which is all of five days old. The
article incorrectly characterizes me
as a climate change denier. I expect a
retraction next week, and more accu-
rate reporting in the future. Thank
you.

Sam Della Fera
Westfield

What a thrill to witness the fabu-
lous transformation of Mindowaskin
pond. As a youngster it was a special
treat when my dad, William Lowell,
Jr., would bring me to the pond to
feed the ducks. When I outgrew duck
feeding, for years my friends and I
skated on the frozen pond. So did my
dad and brother. But more recently
the pond had become such an eyesore
that I sarcastically labeled it “Mindo
Swamp.” Not anymore! Now it’s stu-
pendous, sensational, spectacular –
pick an appropriate adjective.

It was fascinating to watch the reno-
vation from the initial dredgings to
the arduous installation of the wall of
rocks. To learn more about the enor-
mous undertaking I spoke with Tim
Weniger, Jr., project engineer and son
of founder Tim, Sr., who explained
that his brother, Mark, was superin-
tendent of the laborious wall project.
“Mark is skilled with rock walls – a
true craftsman,” Tim boasted about
his younger brother. The aim was to
blend original salvageable rocks with
compatible rocks which were trucked
to the site, some big as boulders. For
weeks I watched as Mark and his men
manned heavy duty equipment to con-
struct the wall, soon making it obvi-
ous this was no random exercise but a
true artistic achievement.

Next on the restoration agenda was
the installation of a totally new foun-
tain when Mark determined that the
crumbling original was beyond re-
pair. The aim was to capture the char-
acter of the original. Not only was
that feat accomplished, but Debbie
Burslem, chair of Friends of
Mindowaskin Park, told me later that
the new fountain was donated by the
Wenigers.

It was my lucky timing that I
chanced to hit the park April 20 at the
precise moment when Mark and a
buddy were rowing to the fountain to
hook it up. He yelled from the row-
boat, “Want to ride with us?” I don’t
think he was serious but it was tempt-
ing. When a massive burst of water
soared skyward, it was an impressive

spectacle our town can enjoy for years
to come. As I raved about the fountain
to Tim, he offered a teaser: “Don’t be
surprised if there are a couple more
(fountains) in the future.” Stay tuned...

Tim wanted to emphasize that the
amazing metamorphosis of the park
was a combined effort with Town
Engineer Kris McAloon and Mott
MacDonald Engineering, with spe-
cial input from Friends of
Mindowaskin Park. “Its success is
because we all saw eye-to-eye. We
take pride that it looks so good. Its
very fulfilling to see the phenomenal
results.”

This brings up to the final phase of
the project: landscaping. Public
Works had already spread vast quan-
tities of grass seed around the park
prior to the annual town clean-up on
Saturday, the 29th. Hordes of volun-
teers from Friends of Mindowaskin,
from teens to adults, worked fever-
ishly on a hot sunny day, happy to
participate not only in general clean-
up – like raking leaves from under
bushes and trees – but also to depos-
iting tons of mulch where needed.
Bagels, coffee and water were also
supplied by Friends.

Hard to believe this is the same
park where years ago I brought my
toddler daughter Nancy to feed the
ducks, just as dad had done for me.
Years later, Nancy chose the gazebo
for her May wedding. As if on cue,
cherry blossom petals had created a
pink blanket for her walk to the ga-
zebo. Later, through Rake and Hoe, I
had a cherry tree planted nearby to
commemorate that happy day.

As I was leaving the park, I spotted
Robert Newell perspiring profusely
while shoveling mulch under a cherry
tree. When I asked what motivated
him to devote his Saturday doing
drudge work in the town’s park, I
think his response sums it up for all
the volunteers: “Because it’s my park
too.”

Joan Lowell Smith
Westfield

On Friday April 28, Roosevelt In-
termediate School brought back a time
honored tradition; their Spaghetti
Dinner. The night was a huge success
bringing in over 150 guests, many
volunteers, and over $2,600 in dona-
tions. At this event, guests gathered to
support Girls Learn International’s
chosen recipient “Challenging
Heights,” an organization that works
to help children in servitude on Lake
Volta in Africa.

The cafeteria was transformed into
an Italian cafe, where people came to
socialize, listen to music, and of course
eat. The event featured Roosevelt’s
own Jazz Band and a talented and

aspiring Jazz Ensemble from
Westfield High School. The bands
played into the evening while chil-
dren danced, guests socialized and all
enjoyed excellent food from Westfield
sponsors. Excellent baked goods,
raffle basket prizes, children’s activi-
ties and a beautiful wall of respect
created by Girls Learn International
made this an unforgettable evening. It
was an amazing night and the Spa-
ghetti Dinner Committee and Girls
Learn International Club are thankful
to all who attended, donated, and
helped.

Sponsors were: Casa de Pizza, Five
Star Catering, Vine Ripe Markets,
Limani Seafood, Al’s Deli (Garwood),
Hershey’s Deli, Gennaro’s Pizza,
Buano Pizza, Ferraros, Di Farina
Pizza, Sorrento’s Family Restaurant,
Stop & Shop, Trader Joe’s, Mothers
on a Mission, Jessica Marino,
Coldwell Banker North.

Marie Francis Pugliese
RIS PTSO, Westfield

Date Is Set For WF
Candidates Forum

Sponsored annually by The
Westfield Leader, the Westfield Can-
didates Forum is set for the evening
of October 25 in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building. All Democrat and
Republican candidates for mayor and
council have agreed to participate on
this date. The public is invited and it
will be aired on www.goleader.com
and on local TV-36.

The public will have the opportu-
nity to submit questions and provide
topics in advance for discussion. Fur-
ther details will be provided at a later
date.

Please submit any comments or
questions to editor@goleader.com.

Westfield Survey
Launched by DEMs

Westfield candidates set initiative
to engage all residents in conversa-
tion; Westfield Together. The slate of
Democratic candidates running in this
November’s town elections for Mayor
and Council invite residents to par-
ticipate in a brief online survey to
identify the local issues that matter
most to them. The survey is due by
Wednesday May 24, 11:59 p.m. It
will be available on each candidate’s
website and social media. Those who
would like to participate via tradi-
tional mail may contact Janice Siegel
at (908) 789-3272.

“Westfield is known for its fantas-
tic schools and beautiful neighbor-
hoods, but it’s our people who are our
greatest asset. They offer a wealth of
talent and new ideas, and for too
many years, they have gone unheard,”
says Shelley Brindle, the mayoral
candidate for Westfield. “We need to
finally engage our residents to ad-
dress the most pressing issues in
Westfield, whether store vacancies,
potholes or lack of parking. Our first
step is hearing from you. Only then
can we learn what matters most. I’m
eager to start listening, then get to
work for you and our town!”

The candidates are: Shelley Brindle
for Mayor, Linda Habgood (Ward 1),
Michael Dardia (Ward 2), David
Contract (Ward 3), and Dawn Mackey
(Ward 4). Survey results will be pub-
licized as soon as available.

Wesfield Democrat Candidates
Janice Seigel, Chairman

Westfield Councilman Needs to Take
Stance on Climate Change and Science

Councilman Della Fera is mistaken
if he thinks his stance on climate
change does not affect the people of
Westfield. The citizens of Westfield
need to know if Mr. Della Fera be-
lieves in climate change and the sci-
ence behind it. Does he believe that
the burning of fossil fuels adds car-
bon dioxide to the atmosphere at such
rates that it acts as a greenhouse gas
and warms the planet? Or does he
believe, as our President does, that
climate change is a hoax perpetuated
by the Chinese so that they can sell
more solar panels?

In his role as councilman, he can

help reduce greenhouse emissions by
mandating energy efficiency stan-
dards in public buildings, influencing
the building department to mandate
energy efficiency standards in new
homes, fund solar panels and wind
turbines on public buildings and in
public spaces. He can work with the
public utilities to obtain energy from
clean and renewable sources. He
should be commended for picking up
trash in parks and watching someone
plant a tree on Arbor Day, but he can
do more.

William McKinney
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Atrabilious – A hypochondriac
2. Supawn – Boiled corn meal; mush
3. Scorse – To trade or barter
4. Vrille – In aviation, a spinning nose

dive

SCRAY
1. Toss; hurl
2. To skin or scale, as with fish
3. To crumble; scatter
4. The sea swallow

WACHNA
1. The little Alaskan cod
2. A large dolphin of the North Atlan-

tic having few teeth
3. A disorderly, unkempt, rough per-

son
4. A tanner of pelts or animal skins

PSELLISM
1. Any speech defect, as stammering
2. Responding slowly to an external

stimulus
3. Faulty secretion by the sebaceous

glands
4. A hissing or whistling sound

JAVEL
1. A sword swallower
2. A vagabond or lowly person
3. A jewler’s gouging tool for working

in a depression, as in engraving metal
4. Idle babble or chat

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Opioid Epidemic Hitting
Home In Union County

Celebrating The Many Ways
Mothers Influence Our Lives

The national opioid epidemic is hitting home here in
Union County. At last week’s freeholder meeting (please
see story on today’s front page), county law enforcement
officials announced the start of a pilot program to address
the skyrocketing increase in opioid overdoses. In the
county, there has been a 76-percent increase, with 55
persons being administered Narcan, a prescription medi-
cine that blocks the effects of opioids and reverses the
overdose. Of those 55 cases, only five persons died after
being administered the prescription drug Narcan.

The New Jersey Medical Examiner’s office reported a
214-percent statewide increase in overdoses from 2010
through 2015 as reported by nj.com.

Opioids include prescription painkillers like oxycontin as
well as heroin, which is made from morphine. Persons
become addicted to painkillers, and when they can’t get it on
the street due to the high cost, they turn to alternatives like
fentanyl, which is 50 to 100 times more potent than heroin.

County officials say the rise in overdoses is associated
with persons over the age of 40 and is both an urban and
suburban problem. In fact, of the Narcan saves reported in
2017 thus far (which does not include Emergency Medical
Services cases), six were right in Cranford. Another 23
people in Union County died from overdoses through
March of this year.

Under the Union County Community Law Enforcement
Addiction Recovery (C.L.E.A.R.) pilot program, anyone

who has an addiction problem and seeks help will be able to
simply walk into Union County Police headquarters here on
North Avenue in Westfield or to the county annex in Elizabeth
during daytime hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Freeholder Chris Hudak, who used to work as public
affairs director for the Partnership for a Drug-Free New
Jersey, said heroin is no longer the 30- to 40-percent pure
kind sold on the street decades ago, but is now 90 percent
pure and thus that more potent. Officials said it is often
laced with fentanyl. Heroin is coming into New Jersey
from Columbia via Port Elizabeth and Port Newark.

And if that is not bad enough, Prevention Links, the non-
profit the county is working with on its pilot, which begins
June 1, points out on its Facebook page that carfentanil is
another opioid “that is 10,000 times more potent than
morphine and is used as a tranquilizing agent for elephants
and other large mammals.”

Andrew Morin, public safety director for the county,
announced that the surge of opioid overdose deaths has
caused a “dramatic increase in the number of cases into the
medical examiner’s office that require a full autopsy.”
Autopsies are done by the medical examiner’s office at
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital in Rahway.

We applaud the county law enforcement community for
developing this pilot program as quickly as it did. As
Acting Prosecutor Grace Park said, “we can’t arrest our
way out of this epidemic.”

This Sunday we celebrate Mother’s Day, one of our
country’s most beloved holidays. Originally inspired by
the life of one Civil War era woman, it is shared today by
people of many faiths, nationalities and backgrounds.
This annual tribute to mothers acknowledges the special
and unique bond these women maintain with their chil-
dren and the profound influence they have within the
family circle.

A national day for recognition of mothers was first
proposed 110 years ago by Anna Jarvis, whose inspiration
was her own mother, Ann Reeves Jarvis. A West Virginia
social activist, Ann Jarvis had organized Mothers’ Day
Work Clubs during the mid-19th century that initiated
improved public health and safety measures. She also
provided humanitarian assistance to Civil War soldiers
and their families on both sides of the conflict.

Anna Jarvis and her supporters launched their cam-
paign in 1907, penning letters to persons of influence right
up to Presidents William Howard Taft and Theodore
Roosevelt. Their cause gained significant momentum
with the endorsement of businessman and philanthropist
John Wanamaker, and by 1911 it had gained nationwide
popularity. Three years later, on May 8, 1914, President
Woodrow Wilson formally established with a proclama-
tion a day to honor mothers. It is observed each year on the

second Sunday in May.
Motherhood is among the most rewarding roles a woman

can undertake, yet also among the most challenging,
whether one is a stay-at-home mom or one also holding a
job outside the household. Each day mothers find them-
selves juggling responsibilities that often call for equal
parts patience, flexibility, creativity and humor, sweet-
ened with an extra dose of love.

Throughout their lives, and the lives of their children,
mothers wear many hats — caregiver, counselor and
comforter, teacher and “taxi driver,” mediator and friend.
In their capacity as role models, mothers strongly shape
the adults, partners and parents their children will become.
Single mothers, mothers of special-needs children, and
those simultaneously caring for aging parents or other
family members find their roles even more diversified.

We wish a happy Mother’s Day to all mothers, grand-
mothers, foster mothers and those who otherwise fill a
maternal role, and as always give a special nod to mothers
serving in the military or who, for whatever reason, cannot
spend this day with their children. Additionally, we en-
courage sons and daughters, and all others whose lives
have been touched by a mother figure, to acknowledge
these women — not just on Mother’s Day, but throughout
the year as well.

See more letters on page 20

Speak Up
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It’s Urgent That All Mountain Biker
Trails Opponents Attend Meeting

Letters to the EditorThe Westfield Board Of Health Met
May 1 and Discussed Federal Funding

A Cautionary Tale on The
Importance of Historic Designation

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield is changing. Having
grown up here, I can say that entire
neighborhoods are almost unrecog-
nizable from my childhood, yet, thank-
fully, Westfield somehow retains its
small town feel.

Residents have recently been out to
protest a proposed development on
East Broad Street that would destroy
the Pierson house. Having sat through
a decades’ worth of planning and
zoning meetings, this is not the first
time and sadly, it will not be the last.
The town’s hands are tied without a
historic designation.

Many homes in Westfield are his-
toric due to their age alone, and many
are now gone. Nestled in the woods at
the end of Prospect Street was one
such house. “Briar Patch” held a par-
ticular fascination to me. When I was
a kid my best friend lived on Pros-
pect, and we were often permitted by
William and Caroline Holt to play in
the gardens on the acres of property
and occasionally swim in the con-
crete pool. I was long fascinated by
the intricate home, with its steep roof
and stone art. The mother and child
sculpture on the side of the house, the
stone faces that lined the side of the
guest cottage; brier rabbit on the chim-
ney – it was truly something out of a
story book adorned with wrought iron.

Mr. Holt was known by everyone
who participated in the Boy Scouts
over his 50 years as a scout leader and
both Holts were active in the Presby-
terian Church. When I first became
an editor at The Westfield Leader,
Mrs. Holt visited our Elm Street of-
fice regularly with books, alumni di-
rectories and to offer me tidbits of
history. I joined her for tea on more
than one occasion, where I fell further
in love with the beauty of Briar Patch,
and she shared with me its story and
her historical knowledge of all things
Westfield.

Mrs. Holt’s father, Roger Stephens,
had built the house in the early 1900’s,
a descendent of artisans in Arden,
Del. He brought with him the wrought
iron hand crafted by his uncle and his
father Frank Stephens’ sculptures.

Mrs. Holt lived at the end of Prospect
Street almost her entire life.

In her advanced age, having lost
her son in 2000 and her husband in
2002, Mrs. Holt looked for a buyer
who would love the home as much as
her family had. The Holt’s daughter,
Alice Ryan, told The Leader that after
being introduced by a mutual friend,
Robert and Doreen Kuczynski told
her and her mom that they “wanted to
restore it to its former beauty.” But
the home was left to languish in the
woods, and it became a place for
teenagers to explore and unfortunately
cause damage to. In October of 2015
the Kuczynskies, who are still listed
by the state as the owners of Camelot,
LLC, which owns the property, were
granted a demolition permit from the
town, and Briar Patch, along with its
artwork was destroyed. Ms. Ryan had
asked the Kuczynskies if she could
return to remove the artwork before
demolition, but her request was de-
nied. She told The Leader that she
never received an answer when she
asked them if they had ever intended
to restore the home.

Ms. Ryan told The Leader-Times
that she now regrets that they were
already in contract when a neighbor
had offered to purchase the home,
and that her mother never had the
home declared as historic.

At the end of the day, it is the
owner’s responsibility to obtain a his-
toric designation for their home. There
is little to nothing that the town gov-
ernment can do to protect these his-
toric gems. I implore local owners of
these homes to seek such designa-
tion. The Westfield Historical Soci-
ety can be a wonderful resource, as
can those in neighborhoods like Bou-
levard and Kimball Avenue who have
had their entire blocks designated.

Attempts to reach the Kuczynskies
were unsuccessful.

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com
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Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.
1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, meditation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
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Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

The Westfield Board of Health dis-
cussed the recently announced cut-
back of federal public health investi-
gation services for certain communi-
cable diseases. The state and the county
have stated that the town must absorb
these costs, which will increase the
strain on the department’s personnel
and resources. Megan Avallone, our
health officer, will develop a plan to
provide these mandatory services. We
also reviewed proposed changes to
the sanitary code concerning retail
food establishments, which are rated
unsatisfactory and the sale of tobacco
and nicotine products, which will be
discussed further at our June meeting.

Lyme disease is the most common
reportable communicable disease in
Westfield. Five residents have already
been infected this year. Lyme disease
is caused by Borrelia bacteria. It is
transmitted to humans through the
bite of blacklegged Ixodes ticks. Typi-
cal symptoms include fever, headache,
fatigue and sometimes a skin rash. To
help prevent Lyme disease, residents
should avoid direct contact with ticks.
Some simple precautions include the
following:

1) Avoid potential tick-infested ar-
eas. Keep your grass cut low. Avoid
overgrown grass, brush and leaf piles.
Walk in the center of trails.

2) Wear insect repellant of at least
20 percent DEET on clothes and ex-
posed skin. You can use permethrins
on clothes, but not on skin.

3) After an outing, check your chil-
dren and yourself for ticks. Remove
any ticks found with tweezers.

4) Check your pets for ticks daily,
especially after they are outside. Re-
move any ticks found.

5) Shower soon after being out-
doors, to wash off and more easily
find ticks on you.

6) Get medical advice if you get a
fever or rash.

Other appropriate precautions from
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention can be found at
www.cdc.gov/lyme/prev/index.html.

Increasing numbers of complaints
concern rats and other rodents. Al-
though this is expected during the
summer and with building construc-
tion, we can lessen it. Residents are
reminded that they must have tightly-
covered hard trash cans and scheduled
garbage pick-up service. If you feed a
pet outdoors, please bring the food
indoors at night. Also, please do not

feed stray animals, since the food will
promote rodent activity. Bird feeder
spillage should be minimized and
cleaned up daily.

More wildlife has been noticed in
town. For the pick-up of stray domes-
tic animals and injured and ill wildlife
on public property and streets, please
contact the town’s program with Ani-
mal Control Solutions LLC at (908)
310-1452 and
www.animalcontrolsolutions.org/. To
collect dead animals, including deer,
on streets and public property or for
more information, please call the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment at (908) 789-4070 or see the
department’s website at
www.westfieldnj.gov/health.

If you care for your cat or dog, you
should license your pet and protect it
by vaccinating it against rabies, which
is present in our county. You can ob-
tain the license application through
the Town Clerk office, which can be
reached at (908) 789-4030. An owner
of an unlicensed or unvaccinated dog
or cat will be issued a summons. Also,
please protect the community through
proper leashing and clean-up.

Eight pre-school immunization au-
dits were completed in April. After
counseling, seven programs were 100
percent compliant and one, which was
93 percent compliant, will be reaudited
in May.

The health department sponsors
health screenings with Overlook Medi-
cal Center. Blood pressure and glu-
cose screenings will be held on most
Mondays, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
Overlook Downtown Center, 357
Springfield Avenue in Summit. Bone
density screenings are also occasion-
ally done for a $10 fee. For more
information and to register, please
contact the Overlook Community
Health Department at 1-800-247-
9580.

Information about all of the health
department’s activities, including
helpful health-related advice and rec-
ommendations, is available on its
website www.westfieldnj.gov/health.
The complete minutes of the May 1
meeting will be posted after review
and approval at our Monday, June 5
meeting, which starts at 5:30 p.m. in
the municipal building. The public is
invited to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD, MPH
Vice-President, WF Bd. of Health

NJ Police and Fire Unions Joint
Statement on Governor’s Veto of S3040

Union County Freeholder Chairman
Bruce Bergen has placed a resolution to
disapprove of mountain bikes in the
Watchung Reservation on the agenda
for the May 18 freeholders meeting. The
amendment reads:

“Amending Resolution 2016-166,
which approved the Watchung Reserva-
tion Trails Master Plan, to reflect this
Board’s disapproval of those portions of
the Watchung Reservation Trails Master
Plan recommending and providing for
mountain biking in the Watchung Reser-
vation.”

Union County Parks and Recreation
Department has developed a plan to
construct 13-and-a-half miles of new
trails for mountain bikes in environmen-
tally-sensitive, untouched forest wilder-
ness throughout most of the reservation.

Twenty years ago, mountain bikes
were briefly allowed in the reservation
on a trial basis. After extensive damage
to the trails, conflict with other users and
traumatic injuries, the prohibition was
reinstated. If the 13.5-mile course were
built and then again prohibited, as hap-
pened 20 years ago, the untrammeled
fragile ecosystem will have been irrepa-
rably damaged. There will be massive
soil disturbance, which allows invasive
plants and causes forest and wetland
degradation.

Watchung Reservation was created a
century ago as a nature preserve. Re-
nowned landscape architects, the
Olmsted Brothers, laid out the preserve,
its roads and trails. It is the crown jewel
of Union County’s system of Olmsted
parks. Its fragile ecosystem is the home
and refuge of threatened and endan-
gered species. The county and its citi-
zens are the current stewards of

Watchung Reservation and have the re-
sponsibility to protect it from develop-
ment and damage for future genera-
tions.

Aside from environmental degrada-
tion, the current plan poses many threats:
hundreds of bikers coming to this course
from the surrounding densely populated
region; large bike meet-ups; increased
night riding; lack of parking; increased
damage to the trail system; harassment
and displacement of other users; risk of
traumatic injuries; difficult rescue op-
erations; costly civil litigation, settle-
ments and judgments. The reservation
has many high-risk areas with steep drop-
offs, high cliffs, and deep ravines.

Parks in New Jersey that permit lim-
ited mountain biking experience the con-
stant problem of bikers building jumps
and obstacles, making new trails and
riding on prohibited trails. To give pre-
served lands over to a small special
interest group for their unsustainable,
deleterious, high-risk sport is not good
stewardship of our irreplaceable wilder-
ness.

The Watchung Reservation Trails
Master Plan and the proposed bike trail
plan can be downloaded, viewed and
commented on at ucnj.org/bike-trails-
input. It is urgent that all Union County
residents who oppose this development;
contact the County Freeholders through
the Clerk of the Board, James Pellettiere,
jpellettiere@ucnj.org, phone: (908) 527-
4140, fax: (908) 289-4143), and attend
the May 18, 7 p.m. Freeholder meeting
at the Union County Administration
Building, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, N.J.

William Toth, Scotch Plains
Save Watchung Reservation

Governor Cluistie’s decision to
conditionally veto Senate Bill 3040
is the final proof, if proof were needed,
that he is intent on destroying the
pension system before his term is
complete.

The legislation he vetoed repre-
sented the best practices of well-
funded and professionally managed
police and fire pension systems from
throughout the United States. Its pri-
mary purpose was to remove the New
Jersey Police and Firemen’s
Retiement System (PFRS) from the
political interference and blatant mis-
management of the state that has
underfunded it for nearly 20 years. It
would have placed PFRS into the
hands of the employers and employ-
ees who fund and benefit from it by
focusing primarily on fully funding
the system. This would have been
accomplished by hiring profession-
als and money managers who would
focus only on PFRS with oversight
from a new Board of Trustees who
could direct the system outside of the
political winds in Trenton.

Despite our agreement to a number
of requested changes made by the
Governor’s Office the Governor con-
tinued to move the finish line with
every amendment we would OK_
True to his seven plus years in office,
Chris Christie viewed this negotia-
tion as a “do as I say or else” process.
We went into our discussions with his
office with an open mind and we
made an honest effort to accommo-
date his issues. Sadly, he has decided
that saying yes to improving PFRS
would ruin his record of robbing the
hard working men and women of law
enforcement and the fire service of
their livelihoods and their future re-

tirements.
The fact remains that our pension

system is worse of since Chris Christie
took office. The value of our pensions
has dropped. His investments have
flopped. His reforms have denied our
oldest retirees of their ability to pay
the bills. He has forced recently hired
first responders to pay more for less
retirement security.

We proposed this legislation to
build upon what we know works in
other states. We proposed this reform
because we know from experience
that politics and personal agenda drive
pension fimding and their investments
in New Jersey. And we know when
given a chance to avoid making pen-
sion payments that the state and local
governments have a history of doing
just that.

When all is said and done, law
enforcement officers and firefighters
are taxpayers too. Our members are
promised when they take their oath
that a pension awaits them at the end
of their career after sacrificing them-
selves for the safety of their
coninnmities. We deserve the oppor-
tunities that Senate Bill 3040 would
offer to us to fund and secure PFRS
for generations. Chris Christie would
rather play games and use poison
pills in a veto than admit he has failed
our members and give us a chance to
do what he has proved he can’t do.

Thankfully he will no longer be
governor in eight months and we look
forward to moving this common sense
proposal when his time in Trenton
mercifully comes to an end.

Edwin Donnelly
Patrick Colligan

Robert Fox
NJ Police and Fire Unions

Rahway River Park Stadium To Host
Am. Cancer Society County Event

On Saturday, June 3, volunteers from
the American Cancer Society will spon-
sor Relay For Life of Rahway – a 12-hour
event that will take place at the new
Rahway River Park Stadium, from 12
noon until 11 p.m. The American Cancer
Society is grateful to the City of Rahway
and Union County Freeholders for host-
ing Relay For Life at this brand new
location.

Relay For Life is the American Cancer
Society’s celebration of hope and survi-
vorship. Teams camp and take turns walk-
ing a track in honor of those who have
fought cancer and in memory of those
who are no longer with us. Funds and
awareness raised by “Relay” support the
lifesaving work of the American Cancer
Society through research, education, ad-
vocacy and patient/family services.

Each and every member of the commu-
nity is invited to join us. When you arrive,
you’ll be surprised to find that this is not
a typical fundraising walk. It’s a unique
opportunity for all to make a serious
difference in the fight against cancer while
enjoying a community gathering and fes-
tival. We joyously honor and celebrate
the lives of cancer survivors, who con-
tinue to live and fight each day with this
disease…while simultaneously embrac-
ing and supporting those who’ve lost
their loved ones to cancer.

For some, a cancer diagnosis can bring
on feelings of loneliness and isolation.
However, being present at Relay For Life
can change that. The event begins with
the “Survivor Celebration Lap” where
hundreds of survivors unite in the fight
proudly, walking the track together. Wit-
nessing and taking part in this incredible
gathering is a genuinely uplifting experi-
ence. The best part of all is that each
survivor, when in the company of such an
astounding number of fellow survivors,
will no longer feel alone.

The most emotionally moving time
during Relay For Life takes place during
the Luminaria Ceremony. At nightfall,
hundreds of candles are lit, which illumi-
nate the track and guide us though the
darkness during a “silent lap.” We take
this time to slow down for a moment in
respect for the survivors walking among
us, and to reflect on the lives of those who

did not win the battle.
It’s amazing to see so many luminarias

burning bright – and to realize that each
and every individual candle represents
the life of ONE person: a loved one,
family member, neighbor, or friend;
people we know personally right in our
community who have been diagnosed
with cancer. The ceremony represents the
HOPE that we all share: that the day will
come when cancer is completely elimi-
nated.

Everyone regardless of where they’re
from is welcome to participate in Relay
For Life of Rahway. Walkers can spend
as little or as much time on the track as
they wish. Volunteers are urgently needed
to continue the fight against cancer. The
American Cancer Society seeks new teams
and individual participants for everything
from event planning to day-of-event set-
up. A little of your time can make a huge
difference in the fight against cancer.

For more information on the American
Cancer Society’s Relay For Life of
Rahway, call (732) 292-4264 or visit
www.relayforlife.org/rahwaynj. Together
we will make a difference!

Ruthanne Brown
American Cancer Society
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A TRADITION OF SERVICE...The Westfield Historical Society is honoring the
town fire department during the month of May with a photo and memorabilia
exhibit at the Reeve History and Cultural Resource Center, located at 314
Mountain Avenue, Westfield. The Westfield Fire Department was formed in 1903
when the Hook and Ladder Company, the Bucket and Engine Company and the
Empire Engine Company came together. This photo, dated May 29, 1911, shows
members of the department celebrating at a banquet held at the firehouse.

KEEP ON TRUCKIN’...The JCC of Central New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue, Scotch Plains, will present its second Touch a Truck event on Sunday,
May 21, from 1 to 5 p.m., rain or shine. Families are invited to check out a variety
of vehicles while also enjoying food and other fun activities. Pictured is a family
atop one of the featured vehicles during last year’s event.

Thomas Ucciferri to Be Next
Hale Series Speaker May 19

Thomas Ucciferri

WESTFIELD — The popular Hale
Speaker Series will continue Friday,
May 19, with a talk by a
former Westfield resi-
dent who serves as stage
manager for “Late Night
With Seth Meyers.”

Thomas Ucciferri’s
speech, entitled “A
Look Behind the Cam-
era/Curtain in TV Pro-
duction,” will provide
insights he has gained
after more than 30 years
in the business. He also
has worked as stage
manager on “The Rosie
O’Donnell Show,”
“Sound of Music Live”
and “Peter Pan Live,”
and as a cameraman for
“Sesame Street.”

The hour-long talk is set to start at
7 p.m. at the Westfield Memorial
Library, located at 550 East Broad
Street. Because the library has no
Friday evening hours, the main en-
trance will be closed. Those coming

to Mr. Ucciferri’s talk will enter
through the meeting room door near

the main parking lot.
Pre-registration is re-

quired, either online at
wmlnj.org or by calling
(908) 789-4090, exten-
sion 0.

The Hale Series, now
in its 10th year, is named
in honor of the late Lee
and Anne Hale, who were
active in community af-
fairs and patrons of the
library. Their daughter,
Barbara, is a member of
the Hale Series commit-
tee along with Linnea
Rhodes, chairwoman;
Sherry Cronin, Tina
Lesher, Mary Orlando

and Ellen Albertson.
Support for the Hale Series comes

from grants provided by The Anne
and Lee Hale Fund and The Thomas
Glasser Foundation, and the talks
are hosted by the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library.

T-Shirts Available
To Support Parade

SCOTCH PLAINS — Seeking
sponsors to help defray the costs of
the 2017 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Memorial Day Parade, the parade
committee has made commemora-
tive T-shirts available for a dona-
tion of $25 per shirt.

The navy or white T-shirt has the
parade logo on the left front side
with an American Flag on the right
sleeve. The back has a large eagle
icon surrounded by “America The
Beautiful” lettering.

Shirts will be available along the
parade route on Memorial Day,
Monday, May 29, or they can be
ordered in advance online. Dona-
tion and shirt order forms can be
downloaded at the Township of
Scotch Plains’  website,
scotchplainsnj.gov.

Bake Sale, Plant Sale to Aid
Best Friend Rescue Group

SCOTCH PLAINS — Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption will hold
its annual Mother’s Day Bake/Plant
Sale, along with a 60-percent-off
sale, at its thrift shop this Saturday,
May 13, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

An assortment of baked goods will
be available for sale, along with some
plants. The store is located at 1750
East Second Street, Scotch Plains,
and is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
every day except Sunday, Monday
and Tuesday.

The Best Friend Rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run solely
by volunteers. All items sold in the
shop are donated by the community
for the benefit of homeless animals.
In addition, the shop has many jew-
elry sets and individual necklaces,
earrings and bracelets for sale. An
array of new gift items are in stock as
well, such as hair accessories, sum-
mer hats and lightweight scarves that
can be Mother’s Day gift selections.

Customer purchases at the store
enable Best Friend to continue its
mission of saving shelter animals or
strays. The group’s veterinary and
boarding expenses are very high be-
cause Best Friend values every life
that is entrusted to its care until a
permanent home can be found
through adoption. The organization’s
motto is, “we speak for those who
can’t...for they have no one to turn
to.”

In addition to supporting the re-
sale shop, individuals can now find
Best Friend on Facebook, become a
friend, check for events and learn
about adoptions and shop specials.

For more information, call (908)
322-2502 or visit pets waiting for
their “forever” home at
bestfriend.petfinder.com. Monetary
donations are tax-deductible and are
urgently needed by the rescue group.
Donations can be sent to: Best Friend,
P.O. Box 335, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

Authors to Discuss Memoir,
Combating Identity Theft

Miriam Dobin David B. Watts

WESTFIELD — Authors Miriam
Dobin and David B. Watts will visit
the Westfield Memorial Library this
month. Ms. Dobin will speak about
“I Am Because of You,” her memoir
of being a second-generation Holo-
caust survivor, on Wednesday, May
17, at 7 p.m. Mr. Watts, author of
“Accidental PI: A Private
Investigator’s Fifty-Year Search for
the Facts,” will discuss “How to Pro-
tect Yourself from Identity Theft” on
Saturday, May 20, at 2 p.m.

Ms. Dobin will share the story
behind her family, who barely sur-
vived the Holocaust; her memories
of her parents and the aunt and
uncle who later raised her, and the
journey to the Auschwitz Concen-
tration Camp, where her family
members were imprisoned. This
story is about survival and hope.

An early childhood educator for
more than 20 years, Ms. Dobin cur-
rently serves as the head teacher in
the Early Childhood division of a
local school. She has taught Holo-
caust Studies to middle-school stu-
dents and is deeply committed to fur-
thering her knowledge of this period
in history. “I Am Because of You,”

which Ms. Dobin wrote in 2015, is
part of the collection at the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum.

“How to Protect Yourself from
Identity Theft” is a comprehensive
study of identity theft — not just a
discussion of credit card fraud. It
includes tips to limit one’s risk and
what to do if one becomes a victim.

“Accidental P.I.” offers a sneak
peek into the four-decade career of
a real-life private investigator. Mr.
Watts characterizes his book as a
fast-paced, rollicking look inside
the life of a policeman and detec-
tive, and a detailed, vivid glimpse
into the turbulent ’60s.

These programs are free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 43 libraries
that are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. In-
terested persons are advised to check
the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org, to see if their
library participates. To register for
either or both of the author programs,
visit wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090, op-
tion 0.

Trinity Fundraiser to Benefit
Maternal and Child Health

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, will hold a bake
sale fundraiser this Sunday, May 14, at
11 a.m., for the Episcopal Relief and
Development (ERD) “Maternal and
Child Health” program.

Globally, 3.3 million children die
each year during the “neonatal” pe-
riod – in the first four weeks of life. In
addition, approximately 830 women
die every day from preventable causes
related to pregnancy and childbirth.
Ninety-nine percent of those deaths
occur in developing countries, mostly
in Africa and South Asia.

“The ERD Maternal and Child
Health program saves lives by en-
couraging pregnant women to seek
prenatal care, promoting nutrition
for mother and child and ensuring
that babies receive the recom-
mended vaccinations,” said the Rev-
erend Andy Kruger, Priest-in-
Charge at Trinity.

Donations, made payable to
“Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment,” can be mailed to Trinity
Church, 119 Forest Avenue,

Cranford, N.J. 07016, or dropped
off at the church office.

“Please help us support these vul-
nerable women and infants,” said
Father Kruger. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 276-4047.

Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment, started in 1940, is the com-
passionate response of The Episco-
pal Church to human suffering in
the world. Hearing God’s call to
seek and serve Christ in all persons
and to respect the dignity of every
human being, Episcopal Relief and
Development serves to bring to-
gether the generosity of Episcopa-
lians and others with the needs of
the world.

Trinity Episcopal Church is a fam-
ily church that has been serving
Cranford area families since 1872.
Sunday services, celebrated by Rev-
erend Kruger, are at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m. For more information about
Trinity, call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

JCC Touch a Truck Event
To Return on May 21

SCOTCH PLAINS — For the
second year, the Jewish Commu-
nity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey invites families with chil-
dren of all ages to its free Touch a
Truck event on Sunday, May 21,
from 1 to 5 p.m., rain or shine.

Touch a Truck gives children the
chance to get up close and explore
trucks and vehicles they love
watching from afar. All are wel-
come throughout the event, but
there will be a special “Hold the
Horn” hour, from 1 to 2 p.m., for
children with special needs and
those with auditory sensitivity is-
sues — no horns, music or sirens
during that time.

The day will feature a wide range
of vehicles including police ve-
hicles from the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department; a fire truck from
the Scotch Plains Fire Department;
a Scotch Plains Department of Pub-
lic Works truck; a Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad ambulance; a Union
County Police Department bomb
truck; a Durham School Services
school bus; a mobile veterinary
truck from 4 Paws Veterinary Ser-
vices; a tractor, dump truck and
bulldozer from Messercola Exca-
vating Company; a moving truck
from White Glove Moving and
Storage; a luxury vehicle from
Brooklyn Motors and more.

In addition to this hands-on ex-
perience, the JCC’s Camp Yachad
will provide bounce houses, face
painting and a brand new rock
climbing wall on the campsite.
Food will once again be available
for purchase.

Rachel Karp of Fanwood attended
last year’s Touch a Truck event with
her family. “What an amazing fam-
ily day! The kids had a blast climb-

ing on and learning about all the
different vehicles,” she said. “The
coordinators of this event did a fan-
tastic job getting a variety of trucks
to touch. We will be back this year
– wouldn’t miss it!”

This event is free and open to the
community. The JCC is located at
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch
Plains. Off-site parking and shuttle
service will be available at the
Union County Vocational-Techni-
cal Schools campus at 1776 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains. For full de-
tails, visit jccnj.org.

Event sponsors to date include
Durham School Services, Greater
MetroWest Able/Jewish Federation
of Greater MetroWest NJ, Tiffany
Pharmacy, Investors Bank, Jill
Horowitz Rome of Coldwell
Banker, Signature Creations/Deli
King of Linden, PM Pediatrics,
Newmark Education, NJY Camps,
The Therapy Garage, Gwendolyn
Cononico of Valic Financial Advi-
sors, Special Tee Promos, TEKI,
CFS Investment Advisory Service,
Preschool of Rock, Westfield Pe-
diatrics, Temple Sholom, R.A.C.
Landscape Contractors, and Manes
and Weinberg Special Needs Law-
yers. Sponsorships are still avail-
able. Those interested are asked to
contact  Sandra Kenoff at
skenoff@jccnj.org.

Home Tour to Help
Organ Transplants

PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield
Spring “Home Sweet Homes Tour”
will take place on Saturday, May 20,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Participants will have the opportu-
nity to visit seven prestigious and beau-
tiful homes in Plainfield, and learn
about their history, architectural style
and spectacular interior design.

Proceeds from the tour will benefit
the Children’s Organ Transplant As-
sociation (COTA), a national organi-
zation that provides assistance to
transplant-eligible patients and their
families.

For more than 30 years, COTA’s
mission has been to ensure that no
child or young adult is denied a trans-
plant or excluded from a transplant
list due to lack of funds.

Advance sale tickets can be pur-
chased for $25 at Coldwell Banker
Real Estate, 209 Central Avenue,
Westfield, or at SWAIN Galleries,
703 Watching Avenue, Plainfield.

Tickets also can be purchased on
the day of the tour for $35 at 940
Glenwood Avenue, Plainfield, the first
home on the tour.

Boutique to Benefit
Borough Library

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Friends
of the Mountainside Public Library
will present the MakeMeChic Bou-
tique on Friday, June 2, from noon to
5 p.m., and on Saturday, June 3, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the library.

Shoppers will have an opportu-
nity to purchase accessories at the
boutique. All proceeds earned in
connection with the MakeMeChic
Boutique will go directly to the li-
brary to provide additional money
for materials, equipment, programs
and other needs.

The Mountainside Public Library
is located at 1 Constitution Plaza,
Mountainside. For further informa-
tion, call (908) 233-0115.

Historian to Recount 1779
Campaign Against Iroquois
SUMMIT AREA — Historian and

attorney John Orzel, Esq. will speak
to the Summit Area Old Guard at its
Tuesday, May 16 meeting. He will
tell his audience about “The Winter
of Tears: The 1779 Sullivan/Clinton
Expedition against the Iroquois Con-
federation.”

In 1779, after British General John
Burgoyne had surrendered Saratoga,
the French entered the war on the side
of the Americans. The British were
concerned that the French might seek
to reclaim lands lost to the British in
the French and Indian War. Most of
the Iroquois Confederation supported
the British; only two tribes (Oneida
and Tuscarora) supported the Ameri-
can settlers.

Using their Indian allies, the British
mounted a campaign against settlers
along the provincial borders. By 1778,
the Seneca were raiding settlements
along the Allegheny and Susquehanna
Rivers. British Colonel John Butler
and the Senecas decided to attack the
Wyoming Valley while the Mohawks
targeted settlements further north.

The American public was furious. In
response, General George Washington
directed Major Generals John Sullivan
and James Clinton to mount a cam-
paign against the Indian tribes support-

ing the British. They were to systemati-
cally destroy Indian villages west of the
Mohawk River in upstate New York; in
particular, to destroy the Iroquois’ abil-
ity to feed themselves for years to come.

Although beset by many ambushes,
the Sullivan Expedition methodically
destroyed 40 Iroquois villages, and
an enormous quantity of stored corn,
vegetables and fruit trees. A related
expedition by Colonel Daniel
Brodhead destroyed another 10 vil-
lages. The Iroquois never recovered.
Many died of starvation that winter or
froze to death. The tribes allied with
the British continued to raid Ameri-
can settlements until the end of the
war, but their ability to continue wide-
spread devastation had ended.

All active men age 50-plus are in-
vited to attend the Tuesday morning
meetings of the Summit Area Old
Guard. Meetings are held at the New
Providence Municipal Center, located
at 360 Elkwood Avenue, New Provi-
dence. A coffee hour starts at 9:15
a.m., followed by a 10 a.m. business
meeting brightened by singing and
humor. Guest speakers begin their
talks at 10:30 a.m.

For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log onto
the website summitoldguard.org.

CENTENNIAL SPIRIT...The College Woman’s Club of Westfield (CWC) cel-
ebrated its 100th anniversary with “The pARTy of the Century,” a fundraiser
featuring a silent auction of original artworks, on April 22 at South Avenue Arts
in Garwood. More than 100 members, spouses and guests gathered for the evening,
which raised over $16,000 for the club’s scholarship fund. Assemblywoman Nancy
F. Muñoz made a proclamation on behalf of the New Jersey Legislature honoring
the club’s 100 years of service to the community. For further information about the
CWC, visit cwclubwestfield.org.

Psychotherapy And Marriage Counseling

Peter M. Kalellis

Dr. Peter M. Kalellis, a licensed
therapist and author of twelve self-
help books with his associate, a mem-
ber of the American Association of
Marriage and Family Therapy, offers
Psychotherapy for individuals, Mar-
riage and Family Therapy for couples
at our office, 232 St. Paul Street in
Westfield, N.J. Individuals facing
personal problems or married couples
in difficult relationships experience
VIP service, find relief and support-
ive solutions. For clients who are
having financial difficulties we are
able to provide a sliding scale pay-
ment. Phone number: (908) 232-6118
or E-mail: kalellis717@verizon.net.

Alzheimer’s Group
To Meet May 19

WESTFIELD — Jewish Family
Service (JFS) of Central New Jer-
sey, a non-sectarian health and so-
cial service agency, will host an
Alzheimer ’s Support Group,
through Alzheimer’s New Jersey,
on Friday, May 19. It will take place
from 10 to 11 a.m. at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, located at
140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

Free and open to Alzheimer’s/
dementia caregivers in the commu-
nity, this group is run in accordance
with Alzheimer’s New Jersey guide-
lines. Participants are welcome to
join the group at any time.

Registration is recommended. If
planning to attend, or wishing more
information about the JFS program for
Alzheimer’s and dementia disorders,
contact Alice Greenberg-Sheedy at
agreenberg-sheedy@jfscentralnj.org
or (908) 352-8375.

Hearing Society Slates
Annual Luncheon

WESTFIELD — The Hearing So-
ciety currently is winding down its
2016-2017 term of speech reading
classes. The final session before its
summer recess will be held on Thurs-
day, May 18, at 10:30 a.m., at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield,
located at 170 Elm Street.

Following the class the group will
hold its Annual Meeting and Lun-
cheon. Members interested in attend-
ing should call Lorraine Galluzzi at
(974) 467-4038 by Friday, May 12,
to make their reservations.

The Hearing Society is a not-for-
profit organization that supports
people experiencing the problems
associated with hearing loss, provid-
ing strategies for coping with that
loss, and techniques for improving
communication. Information on the
resumption of classes in September
will be announced in late August.

SPFHS Alumni Set
Tuesday Meeting

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Alumni
Association will hold a meeting on
Tuesday, May 16, at 7:30 p.m. It will
take place in Room C 101, near the
media center, at the high school.
Alumni and the public are encour-
aged and welcome to attend. The high
school is located at 667 Westfield
Road, Scotch Plains.

This year, thanks to the generosity
of donations from the class of 1976
and another alumnus, four students
will receive $1,000 each in scholar-
ships offered by the Association, and
have been invited to be present with
their parents. For more information
on the group, visit spfk12.org/alumni.
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Centennial Village Group
Announces Annual 5K

CRANFORD — The Centennial
Village Group will host its seventh
annual Velocity 5K Race on Sunday,
June 4. The chip-timed race starts at 9
a.m. and provides a flat tour of part of
Cranford’s south side, beginning at
Lincoln School on Centennial Av-
enue and looping through Centennial
Village and Mohawk Park.

The top three male and female run-
ners overall will receive a prize and
medals, and awards will be given to
the top three males and females in the
following age groups: 14 and under;
15 to 19; 20 to 29; 30 to 39; 40 to 49;
50 to 59; 60 to 69, and 70 and older.
Additionally, there will be a prize
awarded for best decorated Cranford
spirited stroller, along with a raffle
for prizes from local businesses in
which all runners will automatically
be entered. Local vendors a toute
heure and Fresh Press Juice Co. will
provide post-race snacks.

Last year’s race attracted more than
150 runners from Cranford and sur-
rounding towns. Participants in the
family-friendly race ranged from
high-school students, to parents with
children in strollers and senior citi-

zens. Residents along the route came
out to support the runners, cooling
them down with mists of water and
shouting to cheer them on. The Cen-
tennial Village Group expects an even
larger turnout of runners and support-
ers for this year’s race.

To pre-register for the 5K, visit
racenj.com/Centennial. Pre-registra-
tion is open until Sunday, May 21.
The fees are $25 for adults and $15
for youth age 18 and under, and in-
cludes a tech T-shirt. Race-day regis-
tration also will be available, starting
at 8 a.m. and costing $30 for adults
and $20 for children. Anyone with
questions about the race is asked to e-
mail cvgvelocity@gmail.com.

The Centennial Village Group is
made up of Cranford volunteers dedi-
cated to the revitalization and beauti-
fication of the Centennial Avenue
business district. In addition to the
Velocity 5K Race, the group holds an
annual MusicFest to raise funds for
their continual efforts to improve the
community. For more information
about the Centennial Village and the
group, visit facebook.com/
CentennialVillageGroup.

Photo courtesy of Harlee Madsen
RACE DAY...Runners get ready at the starting line for the Centennial Village
Group’s 2016 Velocity 5K Race. This year’s race is Sunday, June 4, at 9 a.m.,
starting in front of Lincoln School on Centennial Avenue in Cranford.

Feller Photography Exhibit
To Celebrate Beaches

SCOTCH PLAINS — The colorful
beach images captured by photogra-
pher Sherman Feller of Fanwood will
be featured at the Scotch Plains Public
Library from Saturday, May 13, to
Saturday, June 10.

The exhibit includes photographs
taken in Atlantic City, N.J.; Capistrano,
Calif.; Santa Barbara, Calif.; Morro
Bay, Calif.; St. Maarten, Netherlands;
Mazatlan, Mexico; Grand Cayman
Island; Maui, Hawaii; Newport Beach,
Calif., and Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.

A self-taught photographer, Mr.
Feller has 55 years of photography
experience using medium format and
35 mm cameras. He is experienced in
darkroom processing of black and
white, color negatives and print. Mr.
Feller currently is specializing in digi-
tal photography.

The artist has exhibited five times
at the Scotch Plains Public Library
and at the Malamut Art Gallery, the
Pearl Street Gallery, and the
Kenilworth and Westfield libraries.
He has incorporated a range of sub-
ject matter from landscapes to people

in his exhibits. Mr. Feller received
third prize in the 2011 “Capture the
Beauty of New Jersey” summer photo
contest from the State of New Jersey
and first, second and fourth prize in
a U.S. Army photographer contest.
He actively participates in the Unique
Vision Workshop, a group associ-
ated with the New Jersey Photogra-
phy Forum, and has exhibited for
several years in their annual shows.

A gallery reception will be held at
the library on Sunday, May 21, at 1
p.m. The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue, in the center of the township.

St. Helen’s Parish Receives
CAU Excellence Award

WESTFIELD — Community Ac-
cess Unlimited (CAU) honored seven
community partners, among them
The Parish Community of Saint
Helen in Westfield, at its 2017
Awards Night Celebration, held April
6 at its Elizabeth headquarters.

The honorees represented the
wide array of professionals and or-
ganizations the agency partners
with to fulfill its mission of en-
abling people with disabilities and
at-risk youth to live independently
within the community.

CAU is a statewide nonprofit pro-
viding support programs and ser-
vices to adults with disabilities as
well as youth served under the De-
partment of Children and Families
to enable them to live indepen-
dently in the community, provid-
ing support in areas including hous-
ing, vocational skills and life-skills
training, education, advocacy and
recreation.

The Parish Community of Saint
Helen was honored with the Excel-
lence in the Community Award. The

parish has been very active in the
Union County Interfaith Coordi-
nating Council, an interfaith coun-
cil that promotes inclusion of all
people within the community, with-
out regard to race, religion or dis-
ability, and promotes nonprofit and
government community services to
member congregations. St. Helen’s
also is the parish of several CAU
members.

“As a community we value service
very much,” said the Reverend
Michael Saporito, pastor at The Par-
ish Community of Saint Helen. “When
Sid Blanchard (CAU executive di-
rector) came to us and talked about
what CAU does, it seemed like a
perfect partnership. For us as Catho-
lic Christians, we take the example of
Christ himself, who reached out to
those living on the margins to show
they have value and belong like ev-
eryone else. When we say we wel-
come all people, we mean it.”

For more information about Com-
munity Access Unlimited, visit
caunj.org.

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE...The Parish Community of Saint Helen in
Westfield was among the seven community partners honored by Community
Access Unlimited (CAU) at its recent Awards Night Celebration. St. Helen’s
parish was the recipient of CAU’s Excellence in the Community Award.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Father Michael Saporito, pastor of The Parish
Community of Saint Helen; Myrta Rosa, a board member at CAU and presenter
of the award to Father Saporito, and Sid Blanchard, executive director of CAU.

Township Library to Screen
American Ballet Workshop

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library will
host a Lincoln Center screening of
Curtain Up: The School of Ameri-
can Ballet Workshop Perfor-
mances, which was performed at
the David H. Koch Theater on May
31, 2014. This screening is sched-
uled for Sunday, May 14, at 1 p.m.
No registration is required.

The curtain rises on a new gen-
eration of ballet stars at the School
of American Ballet’s 50th Annual
Workshop Performances. Famed
ballet director and choreographer
George Balanchine saw the school
as a springboard for his dazzling
innovations.

Lincoln Center Local partners
with local libraries to bring exclu-
sive free screenings of Lincoln
Center’s finest performances di-
rectly to neighborhoods.

Major support for Lincoln Cen-
ter Local: Free Screenings is pro-
vided by the Oak Foundation. Ad-
ditional support is provided by the
Booth Ferris Foundation and the
Altman Foundation.

Metlife is the national sponsor
of Lincoln Center.

For more information, visit
scotl ib.org,  e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908)

322-5007, extension no. 204, or
stop by the Reference Desk at the
library. The Scotch Plains Public
Library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Av-
enue, in the center of the township.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY...Carl and Joan Villane of Westfield enjoy dinner
out with their family in celebration of their 65th wedding anniversary April 26.
Carl, a lifelong Westfield resident, brought Joan, his bride, here in 1952,
where they raised their two children. Their family includes daughter Linda
Dowd and her husband, Joe, and son Tim Villane, all of Westfield. The couple
remains active in community organizations including the Lions, UNICO and
the Deutscher Club.

Westfield Area Y to Offer
Free Water Safety Event

WESTFIELD — In support of May
being National Water Safety Month,
the Westfield Area YMCA will host a
free water safety event providing help-
ful water safety tips on Saturday, May
20, from 4 to 5 p.m. It will take place
at the Main Y Facility, located at 220
Clark Street, Westfield.

Drowning is the second leading
cause of death for children ages 5 to
14. The Westfield Area YMCA offers
swim lessons and water safety events
to reduce the risk of drowning and to
help children develop a lifelong love
of swimming. Learning how to swim
also has multiple benefits beyond the
ability to enjoy water safely. It helps

children strive for physical achieve-
ment, promotes healthy living and
builds their confidence.

To learn more, contact Rob
Faggiano, Westfield Area YMCA
aquatics director, at (908) 301-9622,
extension no. 276, or Sharon Lon-
don, Westfield Area YMCA assistant
aquatics director, at (908) 301-9622,
extension no. 253.

The Y is committed to strengthen-
ing communities through youth de-
velopment, healthy living and social
responsibility. To learn more about
Westfield Area YMCA programs, visit
westfieldynj.org. Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

Div. on Aging to Offer
Free Event at SAGE
SUMMIT – The Union County

Division on Aging will offer a free,
interactive presentation on programs
and services for older adults on Thurs-
day, May 18, from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Open to the public, it will be held at
SAGE Eldercare, located at 290
Broad Street, Summit.

The event will include a discussion
of topics such as pharmaceutical assis-
tance programs, home energy assis-
tance, state home-care programs, home
delivered meals, transportation, Med-
icaid, Medicare, caregiver relief, hous-
ing, visiting physicians, utility assis-
tance from local providers and con-
gregate nutrition sites, among others.
Donna Farrell, outreach coordinator
with the Union County Division on
Aging and Disability Resources, will
lead the program and take questions.

To register or for more informa-
tion, call (908) 598-5548 or e-mail
education@sageeldercare.org.

Rabbis to Converse
About Six-Day War

WESTFIELD — Rabbi Charles
Kroloff will engage in a conversa-
tion with Rabbi Eric Yoffie on “The
50th Anniversary of the Six-Day
War” during the Lunch and Learn
program on Monday, May 15, at
11:30 a.m., at Temple Emanu-El.

Rabbi Yoffie, a member of Temple
Emanu-El, is past president of the
Union for Reform Judaism, a col-
umnist for the Israeli newspaper
Haaretz, and a widely-respected
analyst of the Israeli and American
Jewish scene.

The rabbis will explore the impact
of the war on Temple Emanu-El, on
Israel, and on the Jewish people.

Lunch and Learn discussion top-
ics typically include contemporary
events, films of Jewish and general
interest, spiritual issues, aging
wisely, family concerns, the Rabbi’s
“struggles,” Israel, the American
Jewish community and recent de-
velopments in Jewish life. A com-
plimentary lunch will be offered.
There is no charge to attend.

Lunch and Learn is supported by
the Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff Fund
for Jewish Learning, to which do-
nations are appreciated.

Temple Emanu-El is located at
756 East Broad Street, Westfield.
For more information, contact Carol
Jassin at cjassin@tewnj.org or call
(908) 232-6770, extension no. 120.

Y, PTA Council Plans
5K Race, 1-Miler

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA and
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA
Council will host the United for a
Cause 5K and Family 1-Miler on
Wednesday, May 17.

All proceeds raised through United
for a Cause will benefit the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PTA Council Health
and Wellness Scholarship and the
LIVESTRONG program at the
YMCA.

The race will begin at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA, lo-
cated at 1340 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains. The course is through
the tree-lined streets of Scotch Plains
and is USATF certified. The 5K will
begin at 7 p.m. and the Family 1-
Miler will commence at 6:30 p.m.

Participants may register online at
unitedforacause5k.org. For more in-
formation, contact Sheri Cognetti at
the Y at (908) 889-8880.
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– Obituaries –
Honorable Edward W. Beglin, Jr., Was

Superior Court Assignment Judge

Hon. Edward Beglin, Jr.

A native of Elizabeth and a product
of its school system, the Honorable
Edward W. Beglin, Jr. was born on
January 15, 1934. He graduated with
honors from Wesleyan University in
1955, and then attended New York
University School of Law as a Snow
National Scholar, at-
taining the Dean’s List
and graduating with a
LLB degree in 1958.
He was admitted to the
bar of the State of New
Jersey and to the U.S.
District Court in 1959
and admitted to prac-
tice before the U.S.
Supreme Court in
1963. After serving two
years in the U.S. Army,
he practiced law in
Plainfield with the firm
of Crane, Beglin and
Vastola for the next 15
years. During that time, he served as
Attorney for the Plainfield Board of
Adjustment and as Prosecutor, City
Solicitor and Acting Corporation
Counsel for Plainfield; as Borough
Attorney of Fanwood; and as Attor-
ney for the Bridgewater Board of
Adjustment.

The judge’s roots in Union County
are deep. His maternal ancestors, John
and Mary Ogden Woodruff, settled in
Elizabethtown in 1665. John Woo-
druff was appointed High Sheriff of
the county in 1684, and his son, John,
was a member of the Colonial Legisla-
ture. Their grandson, Benjamin Woo-
druff, served as pastor of The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, which
Judge Beglin attended for decades. A
great-grandson, David Woodruff, was
a captain in the American Revolution.

Judge Beglin was appointed to the
Union County District Court in 1976
and to the state Superior Court in 1978.
He served in both the Civil and Crimi-
nal Divisions until becoming Assign-
ment Judge in August 1983. Judge
Beglin continued to serve in that ca-
pacity until his retirement in 2004. He
was the recipient of numerous awards
and honored at multiple retirement
events, one including 21 bagpipers.

During his years on the Superior

Court bench, he was a member of the
New Jersey Judicial Council, and he
chaired the Judiciary/Surrogates Li-
aison Committee for over 20 years
and the Judiciary’s Budget and Plan-
ning Committee for over 10 years.
Judge Beglin served on a host of

other state-wide commit-
tees dealing with court
security, domestic vio-
lence, sexual harassment,
the appointment of fidu-
ciaries and the develop-
ment of Model Criminal
Jury Charges under Title
2C. For over 10 years, he
was an instructor in Civil
Practice for the Institute
for Continuing Legal
Education, and during
his judicial career he
authored 13 published
decisions. A member of
the Plainfield, Union

County, N.J. State and American Bar
Associations, Judge Beglin became a
Fellow of the American Bar Founda-
tion in 1992.

After retiring, Judge Beglin became
an adjunct professor at Seton Hall
University and Kean University. He
created a well-received course on the
interaction between American history
and U.S. Supreme Court decisions.

Judge Beglin loved music, travel
and — most of all — his family: his
wife of 52 years, the former Helen
Mabry (Reverend Helen Beglin), and
their children, Dr. Peter A. Beglin
(Shelley Wilfong) of Bellingham,
Wash. and Julie Beglin (Dan Horan)
of Brooklyn Heights, N.Y., along with
their grandchildren, Lillian, Simon
and Georgia Horan, Jack Beglin and
Annie Wilfong.

Visitation will be Saturday, May
20, from 4 to 7 p.m., at the Gray
Funeral Home in Cranford. Go to
grayfuneralhomes.com for online
condolences.

A memorial service will be held
Sunday, May 21, at 3 p.m., at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

Memorial donations can be made to
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
or to Doctors Without Borders.
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Susan Durr-Brenan, 67, Flight Attendant;
Special Education Teacher at WHS

Susan Durr-Brenan, 67, a lifelong
resident of Westfield, died on Wednes-
day, April 12, at her home in Clark.

She is survived by her daughter,
Megan Brenan-Smith, son-in-law,
Matt Smith, and granddaughter,
Scarlett Austin Smith; her brother,
Bill Durr, his wife, Robin, and their
daughter, Morgan; sister-in-law,
Kathy Corbett, and her children, Car-
rie, Chris and Jason Durr.

Susan was born in Jersey City, N.J.
on January 7, 1950 to Bernice “Buff”
Durr and William Durr.

After graduating from Westfield
High School and then receiving her
bachelor’s degree from High Point
University in North Carolina, Susan
went on to be a flight attendant for
Pan American World Airways and
later Delta Airlines. After traveling
the world and flying for over 25 years,
Susan returned to her alma mater,
Westfield High School, and taught
special education.

Susan was married to Theodore
Brenan for 20 years. Even after their

very amicable divorce, they were co-
parents to Megan and life partners.
Susan cared for Theo throughout his
battle with ALS, until his death in
April 2011.

Having suffered from severe
chronic pain from rheumatoid arthri-
tis and degenerative joint disease for
the last six years of her life, Susan was
very passionate about helping others
with these same afflictions. Anatomy
Gift Registry was instrumental in help-
ing the family honor her wishes that
her body be donated to meaningful
medical research.

A memorial service, followed by a
celebration of life, will be held on
Thursday, May 18, from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m., at the Club House at Galloping
Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Arthritis National
Research Foundation, online at
www.curearthritis.org/honorary-gifts
or via mail to 5354 E. 2nd Street,
Suite 201, Long Beach, CA 90803.

May 11, 2017

Howard W. ‘Jibbo’ Jarvis, III, Veteran,
Retired Fanwood Police Officer

Howard W. “Jibbo” Jarvis III
passed away peacefully on Saturday,
May 6, 2017. Relatives and friends
are kindly invited to visit the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue, Westfield, on Friday, May 12,
from 4 to 7 p.m.

Mr. Jarvis was a resident of
Westfield. He was a veteran of the
U.S. Marine Corps, having served
during the Vietnam War. After 37
years serving in the Fanwood Police
Department, he retired in 2009. He
also played Santa Claus for the Bor-

ough of Fanwood for many years.
He is survived by his wife, Leah,

and their son, Craig. He also will be
deeply missed by his brother, Tyler
Jarvis, and his wife, Amy; his sister,
Lynly Jarvis, and her husband, Pe-
ter; his sister-in-law, Esther Juelis,
and her husband, Robert, and two
nieces, Kate and Lexi Juelis.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital.

May 11, 2017

NEVER FORGET...Survivors Joel Lebowitz and Peter Fleischmann shared
personal accounts of their families’ experiences during a Holocaust Remembrance
Day program April 23 at Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Mr. Lebowitz, Rita Geller and Claire Bornstein, two of the
leaders of the Second/Third Generation Holocaust Survivors Group who planned
the program, and Mr. Fleischmann.

Holocaust Survivors Share
Their Stories at Synagogue

SCOTCH PLAINS — Congre-
gation Beth Israel commemorated
Holocaust Remembrance Day,
known as Yom HaShoah in He-
brew, on April 23 with presenta-
tions by Peter Fleischmann and Joel
Lebowitz, who shared stories of
their families’ experiences as Ho-
locaust survivors.

About 70 people attended the pro-
gram, including sixth and seventh
graders from Congregation Beth
Israel’s Religious School, as well as
their families, fellow congregants
and community members. Congre-
gation Beth Israel is located at 18
Shalom Way, Scotch Plains.

Mr. Fleischmann, who is a mem-
ber of Congregation Beth Israel,
was born in the Sudetenland, the
area of Czechoslovakia that, in
1938, was the first step in Hitler’s

expansion plans that eventually led
to World War II. From 1938 to 1941,
he and his family survived the Nazi
occupation of Czechoslovakia and
its restrictive Nuremberg laws, un-
til they were given assistance by
strangers to escape Prague and even-
tually make their way to New York.

Mr. Lebowitz described how his
family survived the Holocaust
through the help of the Bielski Parti-
sans, an organization of Jewish re-
sistance fighters who hid in forests
and fought back against Nazi occu-
piers. Operating in German-occu-
pied Poland (now Belarus) between
1942 and 1944, the Bielski Partisans
provided protection for Jews – in-
cluding women, children and the eld-
erly – enabling more than 1,200 Jews
to survive the Holocaust.

Congregation Beth Israel’s Holo-
caust Remembrance Day program was
jointly sponsored by the synagogue’s
Second/Third Generation Holocaust
Survivors Group, its Men’s Club and
its Religious School. The Second/
Third Generation Holocaust Survi-
vors Group creates programs to edu-
cate the public about the Holocaust
and to honor and remember those
who suffered and perished.

What Is an Infrared Sauna Exactly And
How does It Differ From a Regular Sauna?
The far infrared sauna has red light

that penetrates deep within the skin,
heating the body’s core from the inside
out so the air around you in the sauna
is mild, tolerable, so you can with-
stand the heat longer. It is paramount
for detoxification, cancer protocols,
improving blood pressure and cardio-
vascular health, fibromyalgia, arthri-
tis, pain relief, muscle recovery,
GREAT skin and lymphatic drainage
(helpful with cellulite). Many clients
use the sauna for mold and heavy
metal toxicity, Lyme disease and adre-
nal fatigue to pull the toxins from deep
within the skin one to two inches deep.

Directly or indirectly, toxic resi-
dues find their way into our air, food
and water supplies. The net effect of
this ecological overload is to alter the
body’s balance or “homeostasis.” This
interference with our natural biologi-
cal tendencies to restore internal bal-
ance results in “disease” in one form
or another. It is this homeostatic pro-
cess which neutralizes the pollutant’s

effect and returns the system to equi-
librium.

In response to the above facts, many
health care practitioners have been
recommending a vast array of detoxi-
fication programs. Circulating toxins
and toxic bowels need proper cleans-
ing. When toxins are deposited in fat
storage sites this becomes much more
complicated. The only way to re-
move toxins from the fat storage sites
is to mobilize the toxic fat. Heat-
stress [of a sauna] is an effective
method of removing fat-stored toxins
from the body.

The far infrared sauna helps to re-
move impurities from your cells, spe-
cifically the cells inside our fat, where
our body stores waste and harmful tox-
ins such as cholesterol and heavy met-
als. Since the far infrared radiant heat of
the sauna warms three times as deep as
conventional saunas, it is significantly
more effective at reducing cellulite.

Many people never could tolerate a
sauna because they felt weak, sick,
had a fast heart rate, felt faint, dizzy
or just miserable. Thanks to improved
technology, the infrared sauna is tol-
erated much better, because it uses a
heat energy that penetrates the tissues
better, allowing an overall lower tem-
perature to be used.

It has been known for decades that
sweating is a wonderful way to get rid
of stored chemicals, including heavy
metals. Toxins have to be bound and
exit the body properly or they migrate
and re-settle. It is so important to
know how to bind the toxins so they
can properly exit the body. We help
with the entire process here at
ViaNutrition. It is important to note
that replenishment after a sauna is an
essential part of detoxification as well.

We offer specially formulated
POST SAUNA MINERALS to take
after your sauna to get your body in
optimum form.

Contact ViaNutrition at (908) 310-
0277 to get the new client Mother’s
Day Special of $119/5 sessions or the
special DETOX PACKAGE 3/2/2,
which allows for ramping up detoxifi-
cation, and we are including the prod-
ucts to use ALONG with this protocol
to maximize REMOVAL of toxins;
www.vianutritionalandhealth.com.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001528

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-010622-16

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: JOHN HANS LUZAN; BANK OF

AMERICA, N.A.; MAIN STREET ACQUISITION
CORP, ASSIGNEE; CITIBANK, NA; UNIFUND
CCR LLC; BENEFICIAL NEW JERSEY INC

Sale Date: 06/07/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/02/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-
Five and 25/100*** $429,585.25.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1248 MAPLE
HILL ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076-4616.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 7, BLOCK 9602 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 110.00 feet X 125.00 feet X 60.00
feet X 78.54 feet X 75.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Hill Top Road.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Thirty-Nine

Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty-Four and 65/
100*** $439,834.65 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 05/11, 05/18, 05/25
& 06/01/17 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001515

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-009888-16

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: DARREN WHITEHALL, WENDY

PICKTHALL
Sale Date: 06/07/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/10/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Six
Hundred Eighteen Thousand Three Hundred
Ninety-Four and 68/100*** $1,618,394.68.

MUNICIPALITY: Westfield.
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 139 North Euclid

Avenue.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 2403, LOT:

21.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 285.27 feet x 82.88

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 474.82 feet from

East Broad Street.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): All unpaid

municipal taxes, assessments and liens; Any set
of facts which an accurate survey would dis-
close; Any restrictions or covenants on record
which run with the land; Rights of the United
States of America, if any; Any Condominium lien
priority, if any; Any outstanding PUD or
Homeowner’s Associations dues or fees, if any;
Any occupants or persons in possession of the
property, if any; Additional municipal charges,
liens, taxes or tax sale certificates and insur-
ance, if any.

WESTFIELD TOWN-TAXES-QTR2 2017
holds a claim for taxes due and/or other munici-
pal utilities such as water and/or sewer in the
amount of $4,548.36 as of 03/03/2017.

WESTFIELD TOWNSHIP-SEWER ACCT #
3152 holds a claim for taxes due and/or other
municipal utilities such as water and/or sewer in
the amount of $335.00 as of 03/03/2017.

Total Upset:  ***One Million Six Hundred Sixty-
Four Thousand Six Hundred Seventeen and 91/
100*** $1,664,617.91 together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN LLC
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 05/11, 05/18, 05/25
& 06/01/17 Fee: $206.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001198

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-017270-15

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR WELLS FARGO
HOME EQUITY ASSET-BACKED SECURITIES
2004-2 TRUST, HOME EQUITY ASSET-
BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2004-2

VS.
Defendant: JACQUELINE KAUFMAN AND

JEFFREY KAUFMAN, HIS WIFE; JP MORGAN
CHASE BANK, N.A.

Sale Date: 05/24/2017
Writ of Execution: 02/22/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Sixty-Four Thousand One Hundred Six and 35/
100*** $264,106.35.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 4, Block 4104 f/k/a Lot 19, Block 119.
Commonly known as 431 Warren Street,

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)

100 x 50 x 100 x 50.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the North-

easterly line of Warren Street, 350 feet from the
Southeasterly line of Coles Avenue.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Seventy Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Fifty-Seven and 16/100***
$270,757.16 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 04/27, 05/04, 05/11
& 05/18/17 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001065

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-017694-14

Plaintiff: DITECH FINANCIAL LLC
VS.
Defendant: SUSAN L. OZDAMAR; STATE OF

NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 05/17/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/07/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Ninety-Five Thousand Two Hundred Eighty-Two
and 08/100*** $495,282.08].

Municipality: Town of Westfield.
Street Address: 234 South Scotch Plains Av-

enue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
Tax Lot: 2, Tax Block: 2815.
Approximate dimensions: 50.01 feet x 111.07

feet x 50.00 feet x 110.02 feet.
Nearest cross street: Austin Street.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Twenty-Eight

Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-Seven and 72/
100*** $528,537.72 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PLUESE, BECKER & SALTZMAN, LLC
20000 HORIZON WAY
SUITE 900
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-1700
4 T - 04/20, 04/27, 05/04
& 05/11/17 Fee: $150.96

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001103

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-026374-15

Plaintiff: WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND
SOCIETY, FSB, DOING BUSINESS AS
CHRISTIANA TRUST, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL
CAPACITY, BUT SOLELY AS TRUSTEE FOR
BCAT 2015-14ATT

VS.
Defendant: MARIE AZARD, OLDER AZARD

AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 05/17/2017
Writ of Execution: 11/14/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Seventy-Two Thousand Two Hundred Eighteen
and 51/100*** $872,218.51].

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
COUNTY OF UNION AND STATE OF NEW
JERSEY.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 2403 HAMLETTE
PLACE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076.

TAX LOT #: 20.01, IN BLOCK #: 7201.
DIMENSIONS (APPROXIMATELY): 0.126

ACRES.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: PLAINFIELD

AVENUE.
Total Upset:  ***Nine Hundred Twenty-Two

Thousand Sixty-Seven and 02/100***
$922,067.02 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
KNUCKLES KOMOSINSKI & MANFRO LLP
50 TICE BOULEVARD
SUITE 183
WOODCLIFF LAKE, NEW JERSEY 07677
(201) 391-0370
4 T - 04/20, 04/27, 05/04
& 05/11/17 Fee: $173.40

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001167

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-013113-16

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK TRUST COM-
PANY AMERICAS, AS TRUSTE FOR RESI-
DENTIAL ACCREDIT LOANS, INC., MORT-
GAGE ASSET-BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-QS10

VS.
Defendant: JIMMY HURTADO AND ANN

MARIE HURTADO, HUSBAND AND WIFE; JP
MORGAN CHASE BANK NA; UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 05/24/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/26/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Ninety-Six Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty-Two
and 05/100*** $796,832.05.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD in the County of UNION,
and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 66, Block 27.
Commonly Known as 190 Farley Avenue,

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)

233.30 x 49.92 x 235.70 x 50.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the North-

easterly side of Farley Avenue, 183.06 feet from
the Southeasterly side of Midway Avenue.

Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Sixteen Thou-
sand Nine Hundred Nine and 56/100***
$816,909.56 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 04/27, 05/04, 05/11
& 05/18/17 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001501

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008535-15

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. SUC-
CESSOR BY MERGER TO WACHOVIA BANK,
N.A.

VS.
Defendant: COLEMAN F RODGERS, INEZ

RODGERS, AND NYB AND FMC FCU
Sale Date: 06/07/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/17/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Eight Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Three
and 96/100*** $358,953.96.

Commonly known as address: 200 South
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Municipality: Borough of Fanwood.
Lot and Block: Lot 7, Block 108.
Approximate dimensions: 75.00 x 118.00 Feet.
Nearest cross street: King Street.
To the best of this firm’s knowledge, the prop-

erty is not an affordable unit subject to the Fair
Housing Act.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Forty-Seven and 19/100***
$370,847.19 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
BUCKLEY MADOLE, P.C.
99 WOOD AVENUE SOUTH SUITE 803
ISELIN, NEW JERSEY 08830
(732) 902-5399
4 T - 05/11, 05/18, 05/25
& 06/01/17 Fee: $159.12

Center For Hope Auxiliary
Schedules Wine Tasting

WESTFIELD — The Center for
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
Auxiliary will present its Annual Wine
Tasting and Silent Auction on Sun-
day, June 11, from 1 to 4 p.m. It will
take place at 16 Prospect Wine Bar
and Bistro, located at 16 Prospect
Street, Westfield.

Guests will be treated to passed
hors d’oeuvres and glasses of vari-
ous wines. The silent auction will
offer prizes such as theater tickets,
sports tickets and memorabilia, golf
rounds, electronics, local restaurant
gift certificates and baskets of wine
and wine accessories. Tickets are
$50 and are available from Chair-
woman Helga Thomas, who can be
reached at (908) 889-6287.

All of the proceeds from the day’s
event will go directly to support the
Center for Hope Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care in Scotch Plains. The Cen-
ter is a non-profit organization with
inpatient facilities in Scotch Plains

and Elizabeth. Home care services
also are provided for patients who
choose to remain in their own homes.
This care is provided regardless of a
patient’s financial situation, age, race,
religion or ethnicity.

The Auxiliary holds various fund-
raising activities throughout the
year. One of the principal
fundraisers is its thrift store – the
Hope Chest at 26 Prospect Street in
Westfield. The store sells new or
gently-used clothing, books,
housewares and jewelry and is open
Monday through Saturday from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Donations are ac-
cepted on Tuesdays and Saturdays
during store hours.

Anyone who is interested in infor-
mation regarding the Center for Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care Auxil-
iary is encouraged to visit the Hope
Chest and speak with one of the vol-
unteers there or to contact the Center
at (908) 889-7780 or visit the website
at centerforhope.com.

Girl Scouts to Present
Hetfield Open House
MOUNTAINSIDE — Senior

Girl Scouts from Mountainside
Troops 40443 and 40468 are orga-
nizing a free Open House event on
Sunday, May 21, at the historic
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House.
Visitors are invited to stop by any-
time between 1 and 4 p.m.

There will be ongoing games and
crafts for children, food from colo-
nial times and tours through the
house.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House is located at Constitution
Plaza adjacent to the Mountainside
Public Library. Constitution Plaza
is the first right off Birch Hill Road
which is off New Providence Road
near the Mountainside Volunteer
Fire House.

The Girl Scouts are holding this
open house to complete their Jour-
ney Award. For further informa-
tion, call (908) 789-9420 or go to
mountainsidehistory.org.

Co. Historical Soc.
To Honor Students

CRANFORD — The Union County
Historical Society will hold its annual
Student Awards meeting on Sunday,
May 21. The meeting will be at 2 p.m.
at the Hanson House, located at 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford.

As in past years, the Society will
recognize the achievements of out-
standing senior history students se-
lected from applicants from high
schools throughout the county.

All are invited to this special meet-
ing. Refreshments and social time
will follow the program.

www.goleader.com
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   Visit us online at WHschool.org/admission             
 

  For more information or to arrange a personal tour, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155             

Integrity, Opportunity, Support, Diversity, Community, Sustainability

Barnard College

Brown University

Case Western Reserve University

Drexel University

Fordham University

Georgia Institute of Technology

The Juilliard School

Mount Holyoke College

Northeastern University

Purdue University

Seton Hall University

U. of California - Berkeley

University of Pittsburgh

Vanderbilt University

Washington Univ. in St. Louis

Binghamton University

Bucknell University

Colby College

Duke University

Georgetown University

Gettysburg College

Lehigh University

New York University

Northwestern University

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

Stevens Institute of Technology

UCLA

University of San Diego

Vassar College

Wellesley College

Boston University

Campbell University

Cornell University

Emory University

George Washington University

Johns Hopkins University

Monmouth University

New York Univ. - Shanghai

Penn State University

Rutgers University

Syracuse University

U. of Maryland - College Park

University of Virginia

Villanova University

Yale University - Singapore

 and many more...

 THE WARDLAW-HARTRIDGE SCHOOL             

  Congratulations to our seniors, who have been admitted        

to outstanding colleges and universities!          

SHOWING THEIR TALENTS...After walking the halls and perusing display
windows filled with artwork, patrons sat and enjoyed a wonderful evening of
music at the Upper School Spring Art Show and Concert at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison. Art teachers Gale Goldman and Tanda Tucker
proudly showed off their students' work and music teachers Sharon Byrne and
Rick Fontaine led the vocal and instrumental groups, respectively, to a stellar
performance.  Pictured above, Steven Bessette of Scotch Plains sings a solo at the
Upper School Spring Concert.

KIDS AND SEEDLINGS...In honor of Arbor Day, this past Friday, a Tamaques
Elementary School family donated 150 tree seedlings, purchased from the NJ
Forestry Commission, for first graders to plant, nurture and observe for the next
four years until they graduate. Led by Principal David Duelks, the Tamaques first-
grade teachers and Frank Fuzy, third-grade teacher, all first-grade classes
gathered on a sun-filled day to plant the three-inch-high Eastern White Pine
seedlings, lining the width of the school's field. The experience acted as a launching
point for many lessons, including those focused on the environment, math, science,
literature and even self-esteem. As first-grade teacher Mary Montes noted, "In the
spirit of these seedlings, our students are learning lessons about remembering
their roots and standing tall and proud."

Guest Speaker to Discuss Myth
Of the Lazy, Gifted Student

Workshop Planned On
Substance Abuse Prevention
WESTFIELD – All parents in

Westfield and surrounding areas
are invited to attend "Getting High
Naturally," a positive, science-
based and practical approach to
substance abuse prevention. This
free parenting workshop will be
held Monday, May 15, from 7 to 8
p.m., in the Westfield High School
Auditorium, 550 Dorian Road,
Westfield.

The program will focus on how
parents, educators and students can
help foster skills in a supporting
environment without arguing. Spe-
cifically, it will present techniques
such as mindfulness meditation, ef-
fective communication and using
natural highs as healthy coping
mechanisms against stress, alco-
hol and other drug use and bullying
behavior. The goal is to help im-
prove quality of life for parents,
educators and teens. The current
research on adolescent brain de-
velopment will be presented and
time will be given for questions
and answers.

Matt Bellace, Ph.D., a motiva-
tional speaker, author, comedian
and specialist in clinical neuropsy-
chology, will lead the workshop.
His "How to Get High Naturally"
program (which will be presented
to Westfield High School students
during daytime assemblies on May
15) encourages healthy choices.

Mr. Bellace uses humor and a non-
judgmental approach to convey
neuroscience research that supports
choosing healthy natural highs over
chemical highs like alcohol.

The event is sponsored by the
Westfield High School Dream
Team, Westfield Municipal Alli-
ance, Prevention Links, Westfield
Parent Teacher Council, Westfield
High School and the Westfield
school district. For more informa-
tion, contact Louise DeDea at
Lngdedea@hotmail.com.

Mount Students Make
N.J. All-State Chorus
WATCHUNG – Early on the

morning of May 1, Marion Drew,
Director of Choral Music & The-
ater at Mount Saint Mary Academy,
asked seven of her Chorale students
to huddle together in the choir room
for some big news. All seven girls,
including Michelle Colman of
Scotch Plains and Sydney Nigro of
Westfield, who auditioned for the
New Jersey All-State Chorus were
accepted.

Mrs. Drew noted, “Out of 1,200
singers from the entire state of New
Jersey, they were selected into ei-
ther the Treble or Mixed Choirs.
This is an outstanding achievement
and a great accomplishment for the
Mount Music Department."

SAVE 
$100

WHEN YOU CALL 
BEFORE 6/30/17*

FOR BETTER GRADES 
AND TEST SCORES!
GET HELP NOW!

©2017 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. 

PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. 

1.800.CAN.LEARN
www.HuntingtonHelps.com

SPRINGFIELD
973-258-0100

MORRISTOWN
973-292-9500

LIVINGSTON
973-994-2900

BRIDGEWATER
908-725-3900

EDISON
732-906-0900

VERONA
973-785-8700

Tutoring
Reading and Phonics - Writing - Math

Study Skills - Algebra - Geometry 

Trigonometry - Calculus - Biology 

Chemistry - ADHD support - More

Test prep
ACT - SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - AP 

High School Entrance Exams

  Free consultation

  Comprehensive academic evaluation

  Personalized tutoring

  Flexible payment options for all budgets

“I started with an overall score of 17 on 

the ACT. After getting my initial results, 

I became extremely anxious about my 

college path. Tom and Todd assured me 

that this was only the beginning and plenty 

of students who went on to score very 

high started exactly where I was. On the 

December test, I got a composite score 

of 28. Not only did Tom and Todd help 

me improve my score, they helped me 

become a better student.”  – George K.

DGEWATER
08-725-3900

EDISON
732-906-0900

VERONA
73-785-8700
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Personalized Attention. 
Proven Results. 

Personalized Attention.
Proven Results. 

Merit Scholarship
Winners Announced
EVANSTON, Ill. – National Merit

Scholarship Corporation (NMSC)
has released the names of the first
group of winners in the 62nd annual
National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram. More than 1,000 distin-
guished high-school seniors have
won corporate-sponsored National
Merit Scholarship awards.

Scholars were selected from stu-
dents who advanced to the Finalist
level in the National Merit Scholar-
ship competition and met criteria of
their scholarship sponsors.

Most of these awards are renew-
able for up to four years of college
undergraduate study and provide
annual stipends that range from
$500 to $10,000 per year. Some
provide a single payment between
$2,500 and $5,000. Recipients can
use their awards at any regionally
accredited U.S. college or univer-
sity of their choice.

Among the students named is
Kevin Keelty Gartland of Scotch
Plains, who is a student at Union
County Magnet High School in
Scotch Plains.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Special Education Community in-
vites the public for an evening of
education on Wednesday, May 17,
at 7:30 p.m., at Edison Intermediate
School, second floor, library, 800
Rahway Avenue, Westfield.

The guest speaker, Jacqui Byrne,

will discuss the characteristics and
challenges of the Twice Exceptional
(2E) student. 2E students have a
combination of gifted abilities and
other areas that require interven-
tion. Frequently labeled as lazy un-
derachievers, these students often
have learning, anxiety and attention
issues that go undiagnosed. Ms.
Byrne also will discuss accommo-
dations parents and teachers can
implement to minimize frustration
and maximize growth, achievement
and available resources for 2E stu-
dents.

Ms. Byrne is the visionary behind
FlexSchool, a learning network for
gifted and 2E students. She loves
all of the creative, quirky, asyn-
chronous minds and figuring out
how to reach each child is very
satisfying to her. Prior to founding
Ivy Ed, she taught creative writing
to gifted students at Milton Acad-
emy, completed an operations man-
agement training program on Wall
Street, and started a boutique mar-
keting company. Ms. Byrne earned
a Bachelor of Arts from Yale and has
children who are twice-exceptional
and gifted.

This program is free and all are
invited to attend; 1.5 continuing edu-
cation credits will be offered at no
charge. No pre-registration is re-
quired.

The event is sponsored by
Westfield PTC-Special Ed Commit-
tee and Gifted Education PTC. For
more information, e-mail
WestfieldSpecialEdParents@gmail.com.

Holy Trinity Drama Club
Performs Spring play

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
School (HTS) Drama Club is telling
tall tales as it presents Bedtime Sto-
ries (As Told by Our Dad) (Who
Messed Them Up), a comedy of many
stories written by Ed Monk and di-
rected by Paul O’Connor.

The show opens with a father try-
ing to keep his three rambunctious
kids quiet so his expectant wife can
get some sleep. He decides to tell
them a bedtime story, which becomes
more than one as each child wants
their own. He then gets a little fuzzy
on the details, so the classic stories
get creative changes. The prince in
the Princess and the Pea has a snor-
ing problem; the Boy Who Cried Wolf
cries dinosaur instead;
Rumplestiltskin now turns gold into
straw; and so on. You may think you
know your fairy tales, but not the way
Dad tells them!

The main cast includes 12 seventh
and eighth graders and a sprinkling of
sixth graders. Tickets are $8 in ad-
vance and $10 at the door. The public
is invited to experience a springtime
adventure on Friday, May 12, or Sat-
urday, May 13, at 7:30 p.m., in the
auditorium at HTS, located at 336
First Street, Westfield.

www.goleader.com

Lo Bue graduates from
Coastal Carolina Univ.

CONWAY, S.C. – Sara Lo Bue, of
Cranford, graduated with a Bachelor
of Science in Business Administra-
tion in marketing during commence-
ment exercises held May 5 and 6 at
Coastal Carolina University.
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Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
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FRANKISOLDI @GMAIL.COM

Cell: 908-787-5990

THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

One step closer to your 

DREAM HOME
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Get 31 Years of Real Estate
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Mobile: 908-616-8146
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WOLF, FRIEL, LERIE LAUNCH HRs; LaCORTE 3-FOR-3

Blue Devil Nine ‘Overpowers’
Crusaders in UCT Semi, 15-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Power took center stage and nearly
all of it exploded off the bats of the
fourth-seeded Westfield High School
baseball team as the Blue Devils
routed the Crusaders of A.L. Johnson,
15-4, in four and one-half innings in
the semifinal round of the Union

County Tournament (UCT) at
Cranford’s Memorial Field on May 6.
The victory propelled the 11-7 Blue
Devils into a showdown with
Cranford, 3-2 winners over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, for the UCT crown
to be held at Kean University this
Saturday, May 13.

The Blue Devils racked up 14 hits,

which included three home runs and
four doubles, and every player in the
lineup managed to reach base. Desig-
nated hitter Kobi Wolf (2-for-3, 2
runs) blasted a three-run homer over
the leftfield fence just after Chris
Wagner drilled a two-run double to
cap a five-run first inning, setting the

HEINZERLING, HORTON, JACKLER, MELAO WIN DMR

UC Vikings 1st, Blue Devils 2nd
At Union County Girls Relays

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union Catholic easily captured first
place and the Westfield High School
girls placed second at the Union
County Relays held on May 4 and
May 6 at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield. The Lady Vikings finished
with a total of 125 and the Blue Devils
totaled 58, followed by Governor

Livingston (GL) at 52, Summit at 48,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 39 and
Cranford at 38. The Blue Devils took
first in four events.

Day 1: Blue Devils Devyn
Heinzerling, Tani Horton, Emma
Jackler and Mia Melao crossed first

in the distance medley relay (DMR)
with a personal-best (PB) time of
12:32.79. The Vikings finished sec-
ond at 12:33.09 and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders Maddy Bord, Lizzy
Ley, Amanda Logie and Erika Muskus
finished third at 13:02.88.

Heinzerling began the first leg
(1,200 meters) sticking with a pack
from UC, SPF and Summit then put

on a kick on the third lap to give
Horton a decent lead for her 400 leg.

“I definitely went out a little faster
than I should have for the Blue Devil
Classic. This race I was focusing on
staying on pace and making sure I felt
well the whole time, so at the end I

was able to kick,” Heinzerling ex-
plained.

As to her handoff to Horton,
Heinzerling said, “It was good. We
always work on it the day before to
make sure we have it perfected. I
think today it showed.”

Horton handed the baton to
Jackler (800 leg) ahead of UC and
the Raiders.

“Devyn got me up there. I didn’t
see anyone in front of me, which is a
good sign but I knew someone was
coming from behind because I heard
everyone yelling at me. I just wanted
to keep it going and I wanted to get a
good kick because that sometimes I
lack. I don’t have the kick at the end
but this time I conserved then I went
for it at the end to get it to Emma’s
hand,” said Horton, who added, “I got
a PR [personal record] so I am defi-
nitely happy.”

Jackler extended the lead as she
handed off to Melao to start the 1,600
leg.

“The handoff was very good. We
had a decent lead but I was just fo-
cused on getting that lead as big as
possible for Mia. I think I made a
pretty big gap but it’s scary running
up front. You never know who is
coming from behind. I tried to run as
fast as possible and get a good handoff
to Mia. It was a good day,” Jackler
said.

By the end of the second lap,
Melao’s Viking opponent, Jerika

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TIME FOR CELEBRATION...The Blue Devils greet James Friel, No. 17, after he blasted a two-run homer in the fourth
inning against the Crusaders in the UCT semifinal game in Cranford on May 6. Westfield beat ALJ, 15-4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WITH THE FRONT RUNNERS...Blue Devil Devyn Heinzerling, No. 2, runs in the thick of the pack during the 1,200-meter
leg of the distance medley relay (DMR). Heinzerling, Tani Horton, Emma Jackler and Mia Melao won the event.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING AHEAD OF A VIKING...Blue Devil Emma Jackler, No. 1, keeps in
front of her Viking opponent during the 800-meter leg of the distance medley relay.

More photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

Cranford/SPF UCT Softball
Story on page 15
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Welcome home to this charming, meticulously maintained spacious home in the highly desirable
Washington school district nestled on a gorgeous piece of property (close to a half an acre). The
first floor is complete with a beautifully updated kitchen with breakfast bar and high end stainless
steel appliances, including a Bosch dishwasher & Bertazzoni 6 burner stove. The dining area
just off the kitchen flows perfectly into the sunny living room with lovely mantle and wood
burning fireplace. The cozy family room as well as the finished basement with built-in bar are
just perfect for entertaining & for large family gatherings! The mud room w/large closet is
conveniently located when entering the side door off the driveway. The upper levels boast six
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Westfield $819,000
Move right in to this picture-perfect stone front
Colonial! Large living room features WB fireplace
and the chief’s kitchen includes SS appliances.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3383226

Garwood $330,000
Spacious and bright cape-cod style home, includes
4 BR, HUGE kitchen and hardwood floors. Great
location w/ easy access to all Garwood has to offer.

Agent: Ileen Cuccaro MLS: 3377672

Westfield $889,000
Perfect for grand entertaining, yet comfortable
for everyday living. This elegant home features a
gas fireplace, finished basement & spacious yard.

Agent: Mary DePaola MLS: 3377286

Scotch Plains $649,000
Spacious Colonial on quiet cul de sac w/coverd
porch, HW flrs throughout, lrg formal DR, eat-
in kit, fin bsmt, MBR suite, and lots of updates!

Agent: Lisa Bruno-Magnotta MLS: 3373054

Elizabeth $382,900
Elegant Colonial home featuring 5 BRs and 3.5 BAs.
Spacious living room w/ fireplace and built-in
cabinetry! HW floors throughout & high ceilings!

Agent: Janice Good-Piga MLS: 3370921

Mountainside $999,000
Gorgeous 5BR, 4.5 BA w/ 4 fireplaces. HW floors,
HUGE designer EIK w/ top of line appliances. 3
stories of amenities for modern living!

Agent: Barbara Lang MLS: 3385238

WOZNIAK/PERINO SQUEEZE, YARUM/WARREN SQUEEZE

Cougars Scrape Out Run in 8th
To Edge Raiders, 3-2, in Semis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Manufactured runs and superb
pitching dictated the flow of the Union
County Tournament (UCT) semifinal
round game between second-seeded
Cranford and third-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood at Memorial Field in
Cranford on May 6. Unlike the
“blastfest” of the first semifinal game
between Westfield and A.L. Johnson,
“small ball” and crafty base running
dictated the outcome that was de-
cided in the bottom of the eighth
inning when Pat Connelly tapped an
infield single to bring home James
Shriner to earn the Cougars a 3-2
victory and a trip to face Westfield in
the UCT championship game to be
held at Kean University on Saturday,
May 13, at 3 p.m.

Cougar Gordon Graceffo pitched
the entire eight innings and allowed
four hits, a walk and a hit batter, while
striking out five Raiders. Danny
Wilkinson pitched the first five in-
nings for the Raiders before being
relieved by Timmy Geissel in the sixth.

Wilkinson allowed three hits, two
walks and a hit batter, while striking
out five Cougars. Geissel allowed four
hits and a walk and struck out two
batters.

After Graceffo retired all three
Raiders in the top of the first, Ryan
Bakie bashed a one-out double in the
Cranford first and the crafty base run-
ning began when he stole third. It paid
off when Shriner lofted a long fly to
center, Bakie tagged up and sprinted
home for the first run of the game.

“I took up most of the plate, set my
feet on the ground and hit it opposite
field. I waited long until he got deep
in the zone and I put my best swing on
it,” Bakie described.

Three more Raiders went down in
the second and the Cougars threat-
ened again. Connelly walked, stole
second, tagged up on an outfield fly
and moved to third with two-outs.
Tyler Szczech (3-for-3) laid down
what could have been a squeeze bunt
single but Connelly retreated to third.
Brian Oblachinski was hit-by-a-pitch
but Wilkinson fanned the next batter.

Graceffo got all three Raiders out in
the third but Wilkinson did the same
with the Cougars.

The Raider fourth began with a
leadoff walk to Jake Canavan, who
then stole second base. Peter Yarem
slashed an RBI double to right then
slicked to third when Matt Fox reached
first on an error. Now with Yarem on
third, Peter Warren pulled off a suc-
cessful squeeze bunt single as Yarem
came barreling home to give the Raid-
ers a 2-1 lead.

“Coach had it put on for Pete to
bunt me home and Pete picked up the
hit with it too. I knew right away when
Pete gets it down, I’m breaking home
no matter where it’s put. If it’s two
feet in front of the catcher, I’m going
home anyway,” Yarum described. “In
a game like this when every run is
hard to come by, you got to know that
every ball that’s put in play you got to
score somehow.”

“Coach gave me the sign saying
that to lay down a bunt for a hit. I’ve
done it before in those situations and

WF’s FUCCILLO, SAN GIACOMO, RICCARDI WIN JAVELIN

Vikings 1st, Blue Devils 3rd
In Boys Union County Relays

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Union Catholic High School
Viking boys regained its title that it
lost last year to Westfield by totaling
116 points at the Union County Re-
lays held at Gary Kehler Stadium on
May 4 and May 6. The Elizabeth
Minutemen took second with a total
of 84 and the Blue Devils, who took
first in one event, took third with 60
points. Rahway was fourth at 48, fol-
lowed by Union at 33. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood placed eighth at 25 and
Cranford took ninth with 21 points.

Day 1: Blue Devils Phil Dwyer
with the meet’s best leap of 21-4.75
(PB), Sam Bennett with the sixth-best
leap of 20-4.25 (PB) and Dan
LaMastra (17-4) took fourth in the
team long jump with a distance of 59-
1. Union Catholic Vikings Isaac Eason
(21-1.5), Ryan McLaughlin (20-4) and
Kristna White (19-6) took first at 60-
11.5 just ahead of Summit’s Dorian
Jackson (20-9), Jack Bunting (20-6)
and Griffin Drake (19-6.75) at 60-
9.75. Elizabeth was third at 59-11.5.

“I think they [steps] steps were fine.
We thought we were going to have to
move back with the wind then we felt
good. We didn’t skip leg day, so we
knew what to do,” Dwyer said.

“We all did great today. We were
just going out to get it because we
really got nothing to lose here. We
were going for the school record. I
think we fell a little bit short but Phil
and I got a PR. It felt pretty good,”
Bennett said.

“That wasn’t my best jump. I usu-
ally go close to 19 feet. First jump I
had a bad run. I jumped off the wrong
foot. It was mental from there. I
couldn’t get back on the right track,”
LaMastra said. “We have more meets
to come. We will definitely do better
next time.”

On the track, Dwyer, Jack
Nieswenter, Dan Audino and Rob
Brown placed fourth in the 4x100 at
43.99, followed by Raiders Dwight
Laylor, Graham McAlindin, Noah
Samms and Justin Sanders at 44:01.

Although Rahway’s Jordan West
easily won the shot put with a behe-

moth shove of 63-4, Raider Izu Mozie
had a shove of 50-3 for the third-best
in the meet. Blue Devil Coston
O’Brien had the fifth-best at 48-10.5.
Blue Devils Tim Allegro had a throw
of 42-11.5 and Conor Root had a
throw of 41-6. The Blue Devil trio
took third in the event with a distance
of 133-4.

“It feels good. I put a lot into the
weight room. I have been working my
behind off. I put a lot of hard hours
into practice. Last time I got this was
in the winter, so it feels good,” Mozie
exclaimed. “I still feel like I could
have pushed out a little bit more but
other than that I felt like I was fast. I
exploded. It felt good.”

Mozie has been getting some good
pointers from some of his coaches
who know what it is like to shove that
metal orb.

“I have great coaches in coach Stack
and Hernandez and a former coach
[Mike] Alleman, who helps me out a
lot. He is like my personal trainer for
things to do, how much I should lift,”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRUCIAL PUTOUT AT HOME...Raider catcher Peter Yarem puts the tag on Cougar Matt Perino in the seventh inning
after a super relay from leftfielder Pat Downey to shortstop Peter Warren, who fired it to Yarem.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEST JUMP OF THE AFTERNOON...Blue Devil  Phil Dwyer had the best jump in the long jump event with a personal-
best distance of 21-4.75 at the Union County Relay at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on May 4.
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7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)
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July 10 - July 14 

July 17 - July 21 
 

At Indians Basketball Camp, we guarantee fun while playing the game!

The Indians staff is committed to excellence in every aspect of the game. 

Boys and Girls 

Entering Grades 1-10

2 Locations: 

Rahway High School 

Madison Elementary School 

Tuition: $190

Includes – Camp “T” Shirt, Prizes 

Siblings and additional week(s) 

At a cost of $170 

INDIANS BASKETBALL CAMP 

All sessions run from 

9am to 2:30pm 

Fundamentals are 
constantly stressed in 
making basketball fun 

College Trained Instructors 

Tom Lewis & Kevin Conroy Directors

732-396-3717 

Register on line at : 

https://sites.google.com/site/indiansbasketballcamp/ 

 

 

LERIE RAPS 3-RUN HR, LaCORTE 3 HITS, WAGNER 3 RBI

Blue Devil Nine Stop Rahway
In UCT Quarterfinals, 12-2

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jake Lerie launched a three-run
homer over the left-centerfield fence
as part of a six-run first inning out-
burst that helped Westfield surge
ahead and eventually defeat Rahway,
12-2, in the quarterfinal round the
Union County Tournament on May 3
in Westfield. The Blue Devils
rallied after allowing two runs
to Rahway in the top of the first
inning. Westfield rapped out 12
hits, including 5 extra base hits
against three different Rahway
pitchers.

“We’re an experienced team
so even when we do fall behind
early we are not likely to panic,”
said Westfield Head Coach
Robert Brewster. “Early in the
first inning Alex (Pansini)
wasn’t spotting his pitches and
really, he struggled with that
throughout his appearance. We
were able to pick him up with
our bats today and both he and
Cory Hiltz combined to keep
them off the board the rest of
the way.”

Pansini struggled in the first,
giving up two quick runs to
Rahway. Worse yet, the visitors
were on the verge of making it a
huge inning after working the bases
loaded with two outs. But Pansini
bore down and struck out Matt Houck
to keep the damage at a minimum.

Westfield answered quickly, load-
ing the bases with no outs in the bottom
of the first courtesy of a Pansini double,
followed by a Matt LaCorte single and
a walk issued to Victor Cruz. After
Chris Wagner popped to short for the
first out, Kobi Wolf promptly laced a
two-run double over the centerfielder’s
head to tie the game at 2-2.

Lerie to step to the plate with run-
ners on second and third and got hold
of a Jason Winters offering and blasted
a high rainbow shot over the left-

centerfield fence.
“I’m not really a home run hitter,”

said Lerie, a junior. “I tend to hit balls
up the middle for singles but I got a
pitch that I was able to pull and once
I got into it, I knew it was out of here.
It feels great because it is the first time
I’ve ever hit one out.”

Westfield tacked on another run
when Owen Kessler doubled
off the centerfield fence, scor-
ing Jake Vall-Llobera, who
had walked.

The Blue Devils plated two
more runs in the second when
Cruz and Wagner, who both
had walked, scored from sec-
ond and third, respectively,
after Rahway pitcher
Dominick Williams threw one
in the dirt that made it all the
way to the backstop.

Pansini, though far from
sharp, settled in and kept the
Indians off the board in his
three innings of work. Pansini
gave up two earned runs on
five hits, while striking out
three and walking three to
notch the win.

Westfield added two more
runs in the fourth. Wagner
smacked an RBI double and
Lerie followed with an RBI

single past third. Meanwhile Hiltz
was cruising along in relief, allowing
three hits, while striking out two in his
two innings of work.

The Blue Devils plated two more
runs in the fifth. After LaCorte’s RBI
single, Wagner put the capper on the
game with an RBI single into right
and ending the game via the 10-run
rule. Lerie had two hits and four RBIs,
along with his home run. Wagner had
two hits and three RBI, while Cruz
pulled off the interesting feat of walk-
ing all four at-bats and scoring three
runs.

“One thing we do well is we hit the
ball,” said Brewster. “We had 19 hits in
a game the other day and then 17 after
that. Today the kids were really hitting
the ball hard all over the field. We were
getting hits early in the year. We just
weren’t stringing them together.”

Westfield was slated to meet the
Johnson in the UCT semis after ALJ’s
stunning upset of previously unbeaten
Governor Livingston.
Rahway 200 00 2
Westfield 620 22 12

McLANE NETS 2; BOND, WARNOW, ENGELKE 1 EACH

Blue Devils Burn Summit, 5-4
For 3rd Straight UCT Crown

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team captured its third
straight Union County Tournament
title with a 5-4 victory over top-seeded
Summit on May 6 at Arthur L. Johnson
High School in Clark. The Blue Dev-
ils led throughout the contest then
held off a determined surge to defeat
Summit for the third straight time for
the title. The Westfield defense held
on despite being a man down for the
final :52 and withstood two shots that
would have tied the game in the final
20 seconds.

Goalkeeper Jack McCauley
stopped a final, frenetic shot by
Summit’s Corey McManus with :02
on the clock.

“My coach Ivan Cohen, told me to
expect that the play was going to go to
the bottom left,” said McCauley. “I
saw him winding up and saw it was
going bottom left. I just stepped and
the rest is history.”

As the clock hit double zero, the
entire Blue Devil bench emptied onto
the field in celebration. It was a truly
redemptive moment for McCauley, a
junior, who just two days earlier pulled
himself from the game at halftime of
the semifinal win over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

“It was just one of those things
against Scotch Plains where I just
wasn’t seeing it,” said McCauley.
“Here on this team, our goaltenders
are interchangeable and Theo (Dardia)
is great and every bit as capable of
holding up between the pipes. Goal-
ies are streaky and if you want to play
the position you better have a short
memory. That is the great thing about
this team. Somebody is always there
to pick you up.”

Westfield, the second seed, came
into this match as a significant under-
dog. The Blue Devils have struggled
to finish games at different points this
season and they were going up against
a Summit team that had been clicking
on all cylinders throughout the sched-
ule. The Hilltoppers owned a 5-2 vic-
tory over Westfield already.

In the championship match though
it was the Blue Devil defense that
proved to be the dominant factor.

Westfield scored first on Nick Bond’s
shot from in front of the net with 8:09
remaining in the first quarter. Three
minutes later Jake Engelke scored to
make the score 2-0.

Jack Johnson finally got Summit
on the scoreboard when he potted one
with 1:09 left in the first. McManus,
assisted by Chris Fowler, tied the game
with 2:33 left in the half. Bond fed
Devon McLane to give Westfield a 3-
2 lead at the half.

With the clock winding down under
four minutes, McLane found himself
trapped behind the Hilltopper net be-
fore bouncing off, spinning away from
pressure then delivering a bullet pass
to Jake Warnow, who promptly depos-
ited the ball into the net for a 4-2 lead.

“It was in our game plan to work the
ball around against them,” said
Warnow. “Devon dodged the pres-
sure, kept the play alive and I just
knew he was going to find me. I know
the Summit goaltender Will Vitton
very well. We’ve seen each other
enough over the years, so I felt like I
knew his tendency in that situation.”

McLane’s performance on the play
and throughout the game was critical,
as his coach was quick to point out.

“Devon McLane is a sophomore who
does the work of a senior in how he runs
this offense,” said Head Coach Patrick
Tuohy. “His lacrosse IQ is through the
roof. He is a great natural leader and it
is not by accident that he finds himself
in these positions in games.”

It was McLane again who gave
Westfield firm control of the contest
when he scored just 15 seconds into
the fourth quarter. Owen Prybylski
scooped up a loose ball and got it
quickly ahead to McLane who zipped
one past the Summit goaltender for a
5-2 Westfield lead.

The Hilltoppers, who captured
seven straight UCT crowns prior to
dropping the last two finals to
Westfield, showed why they came
into this tournament as the top seed.
McManus scored with 9:52 remain-
ing to cut the Blue Devil lead to 5-3.

Westfield then possessed the ball for
nearly three minutes before the
Hilltoppers capitalized quickly when
Johnson bounced one into the back of the
net with 5:22 remaining to cut it to 5-4

and suddenly the UCT final appeared
headed to yet another fantastic finish.

The Blue Devils forced a turnover
and regained possession with 2:30 to
play. From there, Bond and McLane
controlled the ball before McLane fi-
nally lost it on a double team with just
over a minute to play. Things got even
dicier when Blue Devil Luke Hunziker
was called for slashing with :52 left.

Summit patiently worked the ball
around the circle as the clock ticked
down under 30 seconds looking for
an opening for the game-tying goal.
But the aggressive Westfield man-to-
man defense kept the Hilltoppers on
the perimeter. After Johnson’s shot
sailed wide with 20 seconds left,
McManus took a last ditch shot with
:02 remaining that McCauley clamped
into the carpet as time expired.

“Summit is a very methodical team
that likes to play a zone while our kids
take a lot of pride in playing tough,
aggressive man to man defense,” said
Tuohy. “The key was definitely in our
defensive effort. We kept them on the
perimeter most of the game. This was
the first time that we put forward a
complete four-quarter performance
this season. We’ve been telling the
kids all year that it is not about where
we are as a team in April but instead it
is about where we are in May. This
team is maturing as they go.”

Westfield moved to 7-5 while Sum-
mit fell to 12-3. McLane finished
with two goals and an assist. Bond,
Engelke and Warnow each scored
once. Johnson and McManus led Sum-
mit with two goals each.

Westfield and Summit have com-
bined to win the last 15 UCT crowns
with Westfield capturing the last three
titles and Summit winning seven
straight (2008-2014) prior to that.
The two storied programs have en-
gaged in six, one-goal decisions dur-
ing that span with three needing over-
time to decide the winner.

“I think it is just all about the hard
work we put into the sport,” said
Warnow. “Our players are really di-
aled in. There is a great work ethic her
and the bigger the stage, the better
these guys perform.”
Westfield 2 1 1 1 5
Summit 1 1 0 2 4

BAKIE RAPS 2 HITS, GETS 3 RBI; SZCZECH 2 SINGLES

Baseball Cougars Rally Past
Union Catholic for 6-2 Win

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School base-
ball team has been rounding into shape
nicely as the Union County Tourna-
ment gets serious about crowning a
champion. The Cougars sharpened
their claws in a 6-2 come-from-be-
hind victory over Union Catholic in a
game played on May 2 at the newly
opened Memorial Field in Cranford.
Senior Ryan Bakie went 2-for-3,
knocked in three runs and also scored
a run to pace the Cranford offense.
Meanwhile starting pitcher Ryan
Abrahamson recovered from a shaky
start before combining with reliever
Jack McAleavey to limit the visitors
to four hits and two runs.

“This was a good game for us,” said
Cranford Head Coach Dennis
McCaffery. “We came out a little slow
today, fell behind 2-0 and didn’t re-
ally get untracked at the plate for a
while. But we got it going in the third
inning and put some runs on the board.
Our pitching was solid the entire game.
Ryan and Jack did a nice job for us.
We want to make sure that we are
coming out and starting the games
better. We’ve got to throw strikes and
make sure we are not giving them
more than three outs to work with.”

Union Catholic put a pair of runs on
the board in the top of the first inning
against starter Abrahamson. Shamar
Crawford and Andrew Kalebota both
drove in a run for Union Catholic
scoring Zachary Sluka and Sean Valli
who had reached base earlier via a
walk and an error. Abrahamson, who
would not allow an earned run in the
game, put out the fire and limited the
Vikings to just two runs while going
on to strike out three batters in five
innings. Abrahamson got the win, leav-
ing the game after throwing 105
pitches and giving way to McAleavey.

Cranford began to reach Union
Catholic starter Robert Herron in the
bottom of the third inning. Tyler
Szczech singled twice and scored two
runs. James Shriner, Patrick Connelly
and Michael McGee each drove in a
run. Cranford took advantage of

Herron’s generosity as he beaned a
couple of batters in the inning.
Cranford also turned some Viking
miscues on bunt attempts into scoring
opportunities.

“Listen, I thought Robert Herron
threw a great game for us today,” said
Union Catholic Head Coach Dr. Jim
Reagan. “Aside from hitting batters
early in the game he was sharp. We
didn’t make plays on three bunt at-
tempts by them and that turned it into
a big inning for Cranford. We had a
chance to make the first inning a big-
ger inning for us and we had another
shot for a big inning in the second but
we came away with just two runs.
That was the difference. Cranford
made their opportunities. We didn’t
take full advantage of ours.”

Having taken a 5-2 lead, Bakie got
the Cougars an insurance run in the
fourth on a sacrifice fly to leftfield
that scored Szczech from third base.
Szczech had reached earlier with a
leadoff infield single to short.

McAleavey was lights out in his
two innings. The hard throwing right
hander set the Vikings down in order
in the sixth and allowed just one base
runner in the seventh when leadoff
hitter Ryan Riley reached on a throw-
ing error by Cougar third baseman
Matthew Perino. McAleavey then
proceeded to set the next three UC
batters down in order to end the
contest.

Union Catholic, which has nice wins
on its resume over Summit and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood already, fell to 8-6-1
on the season.

“It has been a really nice season for
us so far,” said Dr. Reagan. “This
team never quits. We still hope to win
our conference and we still have a
decent shot to do that.”

Cranford cranked out 10 hits against
the Vikings and improved to 7-5 after
a 1-3 start to the season. The Cougars
are one of several Union County teams
that are jostling for position, along
with Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, as a possible dark horse
contender to take down favorite Gov-
ernor Livingston.

“We’re not worried about anyone
other than the next opponent,” said
McCaffery. “We’re just trying to get
better each game. We want to get to a
point where we are not repeating mis-
takes and not beating ourselves.”
Union Catholic 200 000 0 2
Cranford 005 100 x 6

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SENIOR CHAMPIONS...The Blue Devil seniors assemble after their 5-4 victory over the Hilltoppers in the UCT boys
lacrosse championship at AL Johnson in Clark on May 6. It was their third straight UCT title victory over Summit.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY FOR THE SEMIS...Blue Devil captains Victor Cruz, No. 21, and Connor
Scanlon, No. 5, are ready for the UCT semifinal game against ALJ.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BIG DAY AT THE PLATE...Blue Devil Jake Lerie
blasted a three-run homer against Rahway.
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WARNOW NETS WINNER; BOND, McLANE GET 3 EACH

Blue Devils Startle Raiders
In UCT Boys Lax Semi, 11-10

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team earned another trip to
the Union County Tournament finals
with a stunning, 11-10, victory over
third-seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in a classic match held on May 4 at
Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark. In a wild, back-and-forth af-
fair, junior Jake Warnow scored the
game winner on a pass from Nicky
Bond with :13 remaining to seal the
victory for the second-seeded Blue
Devils.

“I felt like I had to make up for
dropping the ball earlier in the game,”
said Warnow. “Scotch Plains was play-
ing a zone and I saw Nick Bond com-

ing down the line. They hedged on
Nick and he found me with the pass.
All I had to do was turn and fire.”

Seconds earlier, the Raiders had
tied the game on Robert Gordon’s
goal with just :23 to play. But
Westfield’s Tyler Devin won the draw
and quickly got the ball to Bond, who
found Warnow in front of the net for
the lightning quick response.

“We were in a zone after we tied it
and they won possession,” said Raider
Head Coach Nick Miceli. “They
sealed off our wing and got a quick
shot opportunity as a result. It was a
nicely executed play.”

The Raiders controlled the first half,
taking a 5-4 lead into the break and
extended their advantage to 6-4 on
Richard Nardone’s goal just :36 into
the third quarter. But Westfield went
on a tear from that point. Over the
next 13 minutes, the Blue Devils
would score six straight goals to take
a 10-6 lead with just 7:50 remaining.
The turnaround was remarkable given
how well the Raiders had controlled
play to that point.

“Scotch Plains played really, really
well,” said Westfield Head Coach
Patrick Tuohy. “But we made it hard
on ourselves too in the first half. I
think Scotch Plains played with more
energy than we did in the first half and
it showed.”

The Raiders took a 2-0 lead within
five minutes on goals by Noah
Costanzo and Gordon. Westfield’s
Bond scored with 2:19 left in the
opening quarter. Jake Engelke, as-
sisted by Warnow, scored two min-
utes into the second quarter, tying the
game at 2-2.

Jack Brady answered when he
bounced one in to give the Raiders a 3-
2 lead with 8:23 left before the break.
Bond knotted the game again less than

a minute later when Devon McLane
found him in stride with a pass that he
potted into the back of the net.

The Raiders came back with a goal
from Matt Monroy, assisted by Brady,
at the 5:52 mark. Then Raider An-
thony Porter found gold with 4:39
remaining. Engelke, on an assist from
Bond, netted his second goal with just
under two minutes before the half to
make the score 5-4. Nardone nearly
put the Raiders back up by two but his
shot clanked off the post with :10 on
the clock.

Nardone scored a quick goal less
than a minute into the third quarter
but Westfield took charge for the next
several minutes. Matthew Rittendale
scored from the front doorstep off of
a feed from Warnow to close it to 6-5.
Then McLane tied it 37 seconds later.
Warnow gave Westfield the lead with
a goal at 7:07. Bond then scored to
make it 8-6 with 3:15 left in the third
quarter.

Westfield added back-to-back goals
from McLane in the fourth to make it
10-6 with 9:10 left. The Raiders fi-

nally ended the drought when Monroy
found the net after a nice feed from
Porter with 7:50 left. A minute later,
Monroy assisted Porter on his goal.

Another Brady goal, assisted by
Porter, cut the Blue Devil lead to one
at 10-9, with 4:21 remaining. Gordon
tied with :23 left in the game.

“We are still growing as a team,”
said Tuohy of his team’s late game
slump. “Finishing games out has been
a problem for us for much of the
season. It showed up again tonight.
The kids showed a lot of maturity in
coming back in the first place to get
the lead and then in not letting the
Scotch Plains rally panic them.”

Bond recorded three goals and two
assists. McLane added three goals and
two assists. Warnow recorded two goals
and two assists, and Engelke also
scored twice. Porter and Brady both
notched two goals and two assists.
Monroy scored twice and passed out
one assist. Gordon scored two goals.

“It would have been easy for our
guys to pack it in after we fell behind
by four goals,” said Coach Miceli.
“But they battled back. I’m proud of
them. I can’t feel bad about their
effort.”

Westfield, the defending two time
UCT champs, will now face another
familiar foe in Summit, which crushed
Johnson in the other semifinal. The
two teams have accounted for the last
14 UCT championships and usually
face off against each other in the final.
Before Westfield’s two most recent
titles, Summit had won the previous
seven. Each of the last two champion-
ship matches has required overtime
to settle the issue.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 2 3 1 4 10
Westfield 1 3 4 3 11

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2016
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052

Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

Welcome to this wonderful Colonial with a flexible floorplan on sought after tree-lined Shadowlawn
Drive.  This 3 (or 4) Bedroom, 2 ½ Bath home opens to a lovely Living Room with wood burning
fireplace and formal Dining Room.  The first floor includes an Eat-in Kitchen with brand new stainless
steel appliances, a half Bath and an outside entrance. A sun-filled Family Room offers a vaulted
ceiling, skylight, large bay window and is great for entertaining.  The Office, or possible 4th bedroom,
is adjacent to a full Bath. The sun Porch can be used 9 months of the year. The 2nd floor hosts 3
Bedrooms and a full Bath. Amenities include new furnace, beautiful hardwood floors and neutral
colors throughout.  Convenient to all schools. LOCATION IS IDEAL!  OFFERED AT $689,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, May 14th • 1-4PM

841 Shadowlawn Drive, Westfield

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555 EXT. 189
©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal

Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pat Gray is ‘Jacked’
About His New Job

A year ago, if you had asked Pat
Gray what a “jackman” was, he might
have said it was somebody getting
“jacked” to run cross-country or track
for WHS’s Hall of Fame coach Jack
Martin.

As a former player at WHS and
Monmouth University, Gray might’ve
thought it was a new name for some
position on the football field, i.e., the
jack linebacker … the jackman?

Or maybe it was a new video game,
the 2017-version of “PAC-MAN.”

When Gray’s maternal grandpar-
ents, Roger and Michelle Love, re-
tired a couple years ago and moved to
North Carolina, they certainly had no
idea who Roger Penske was.

But here we are, heading into the
summer of 2017, and Pat Gray is now a
professional jackman for Team Penske,
traveling the NASCAR circuit from
Daytona to Atlanta; Martinsville, Va.;
Kansas City; Charlotte, N.C.; Dover,
Del.; Fort Worth, Texas; Madison, Ill.;
Newton, Iowa; Sparta, Ky.; Rossburg,
Ohio; Long Pond, Pa.; Brooklyn, Mich.;
Bristol, Tenn.; Bowmanville, Ontario;
Joliet, Ill.; Loudon, N.H.; Las Vegas;
Talladega, Ala.; Phoenix, and Home-
stead, Fla.

How is his family handling all this?
“Who would’ve thought we’d be

sitting on our couch in North Carolina
watching our grandson on TV work-
ing for Penske?” grandma Michelle
said. “We never watched NASCAR
before this.”

“I can’t believe it, but now I’m a
NASCAR follower,” grandpa Roger
said.

Let’s back this up a bit …
Pat Gray was a record-setting wide

receiver and occasional safety at WHS,
also excelling in basketball and track
(javelin, quarter-mile). After a postgrad
year at Hargrave Military Academy in
Virginia, he spent three years as a
starting safety at Monmouth, leading
the nation in interceptions by a fresh-
man. He redshirted a year (hamstring
pull), then he switched to wide re-
ceiver as a senior. He graduated in
January 2016 and eventually headed
to the Cornelius, N.C., area to visit his
grandparents and some friends. To stay
in shape, he worked out at local health
clubs.

“It’s amazing how everything turned
out,” Gray said recently. “A guy I
used to train at a gym down here wanted
to take me to a NASCAR race in the
pits. I told him I wasn’t a huge fan of
racing, like everyone else in the north-
east. But I gave it a shot. He brought
me to the race and we’re standing right
next to the drivers and pit crews. Even
though I didn’t really know who any-
body was at that moment, it was still an
amazing experience.

“So before the race begins I re-
membered that an old friend of mine,
a trainer at my gym, was a jackman on
one of the pit crews. I asked around
and some guy showed me what pit
box he was in. He was surprised and
happy to see me and we had a short
conversation, just catching up.”

Then Gray told him how awesome
it would be to be down in the pits.

“He asked me if I’d be interested in
doing this,” Gray said, quickly re-
sponding, “that would be the coolest
job ever. He introduced me to his pit
crew coach and the guy looked at me
and said, ‘You look like a jackman.’
He gave me his business card and told
me to call him on Monday. He also
said if I didn’t call on Monday, he
would call me on Tuesday.

“So I called him on Monday and he
told me to come in on Tuesday. They
ran me through their Combine, the same
tests as the NFL Combine, and later that

week I signed a three-year contract.”
During his college days, Gray was

a chiseled 6-foot-3, 215-pounder.
That’s perfect for football or track,
but a bit undersized for a NASCAR
jackman, who has to lug the giant
jack, put it under the car or truck and
pump it up in seconds, all by himself.

“When I started there I weighed 208
and now 10 months later I weight 235,”
Gray said. “Gaining weight is difficult
for me so I had to eat … a lot. I’d go into
a Waffle House and order eight eggs,
with hash browns. But it’s all good
weight. I changed the way I trained and
I have a strength and conditioning coach.
Speed is just as important as strength.
But it definitely helps to have some
extra leverage to pump a car off the
ground with one pump.”

This is Gray’s first full year of pit-
ting. His technical title is jackman for

Team Penske’s 29 Truck, driven by
Chase Briscoe, from Brad Keselowski
Racing. He is also a backup jackman
for all Team Penske cars at the Sprint
Cup level. (Briscoe is currently in
seventh place, with his next race Fri-
day night in Kansas City.)

Gray has no doubt that his days at
WHS were very beneficial to his new
career.

“High school athletics helped me
out tremendously,” Gray said. “All
the different positions in the pit crew,
the foreign movements, and different
techniques are extremely difficult to
relate to any one sport. That’s why
high school athletics helped me. I was
able to play three different sports and
that molded me into an all-around
athlete. Pit crew coaches don’t look
for the most dominant person in one
particular sport. They look for ath-
letes who have the ability to learn new
foreign movements quickly.”

His WHS coaches aren’t surprised
by Gray’s brush with serendipity.

Football coach Jim DeSarno said:
“I knew he had moved to North Caro-
lina, but I didn’t imagine this type of
job would come his way. It’s a great
opportunity, and a perfect fit. He gets
to use his athletic skills to perform at
a high level for his team. It doesn’t
surprise me that he’s able to do this
type of work. Pat is a tremendous
athlete and it looks like he’s really
enjoying the experience.”

Track coach Jack Martin said: “I
will say, not knowing a lot about auto
racing, that Patrick is a prototypical
pit crew athlete. He’s got the speed,
strength, athleticism and competitive
instincts necessary to move a car in
and out of the pit in an efficient man-
ner. I can picture him jacking up the
car, changing tires, refueling, and giv-
ing the driver a sports drink with the
same intensity he ran a 400 and threw
the javelin ... and having a good time
while he did it.”

As for Pat Gray, as always, he’s just
living in the moment.

“It’s still hard for me to believe how
this all happened,” he said. “This is
one of the coolest jobs in the world
and it just kind of fell into my lap. It’s
crazy to think that I’m now involved
in NASCAR. A year ago, I knew
nothing about NASCAR besides Jeff
Gordon and Dale Earnhardt.”

CELEBRATING STEW
After 48 years in the Westfield

school district as a teacher, coach and
administrator, Stew Carey is retiring
this month. All former athletes of Mr.
Carey (Edison Jr. High basketball/
baseball, Westfield High jayvee and
varsity basketball) are invited to a
gathering on Saturday, June 17, hosted
by Joe and Tom Della Badia at Tom’s
house in Westfield.

Please spread the word to your former
teammates and contact Joe (908-377-
9477) or Tom (908-370-9668) for more
details and also to RSVP.

PRYBYLSKI NAMED
The 12th Under Armour All-

America Lacrosse Game will take
place July 1 at Towson University,
and WHS’s Owen Prybylski is one of
eight New Jersey players – four boys,
four girls – to be selected. There’s a
girls’ game at 5:30 p.m., followed by
the boys at 8.

IN THE GENES
Danny Wilkinson, the grandson of

former WHS basketball coach Neil
Horne, tossed a five-inning no-hitter
last week in Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s
10-0 victory over Oratory in the first
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment. The sophomore pitcher struck
out six in improving to 2-2 this spring;
he was 2-4 as a freshman.

A closeup view of Pat Gray (left) and his team.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Results:
50+ A DIVISION (May 7)

TEAM W L T
Deegan Roofing 3 0
Joe Max Telecom 3 2
Linwood Inn 1 2 1
Contact Lens & Vision 1 3 1

50+ B DIVISION
TEAM W L
Roselle American Legion 5 0
Riverside Inn 4 0
Top Line 3 2
National Energy Network 2 2
Cranford VFW 2 2

50+ C DIVISION
TEAM W L
AJ Jersey 1 3
10th St. Live Bar & Grill 1 4
Waxtel Const/Bad Brains 1 4
Driftwood Bar & Grill 1 4

JoeMax 12, Cranford VFW 6
Art Issler, Dave Eckert, Walt Patrylo

and Pete Costello led Telecom. Nick
Pace and Dan Ravetier (2 hits, 2 RBI
each), and Dave Pringle and Bob
LaConti (2 hits each) led Cranford.
AJ Jersey 18, Linda’s Inn 2 16

Pitcher Joe Killburg (2 hits, 3 RBI),
Pat Ferro (3 hits, 3 RBI, 8 putouts)
and Dave Rizzo (3 hits, 3 RBI, bases
loaded double play) secured the win.
Roselle A. L. 24, 10th Street 4

Harold Zayas (3 hits, HR) and Mike
McGuire, Dave Wayman, Jim
McCullough and Ed Rodriguez, and
pitcher Rich Vella (2 doubles) led
Roselle.
National Energy 12, Bad Brains 10

Bill Hillyer (3 hits, 2 RBI), Brian
Granstrand (3 RBI, 2 hits, including
game-winner), Angie Melillo (2 RBI),
Tom Colandro (3-for-3) and John
Campanella (2 RBI) led the Nationals.
Ken Zeidner (4 hits), Jose Santana (3
hits), Ramon Martinez (2 hits, 3 RBI)
and Pat Sarullo (2 hits) led Bad Brains.
Top Line 18, Contact Lens 10

Ron Kulik (5-for-5, 4 runs), Joe
Viso (4-for-4, 4 runs) and Whitey
McCormack (3 hits) led Top Line.
Jimmy Jimenez (3 hits, HR), Anthony
Miccio and Kerry Gelb (3 hits each)
and Matt Kasper (2 hits, 2b) led CLV.
JoeMax 25, Top Line 18

Walt Patrylo, Dave Eckert and Rob
Stratton sparked the JoeMax attack as
Mike McKenna and Dan Nigro each
added a homer. Carey Durrette (4 hits),
and Dave Lloyd, Jose Jimenez and
Ron Kulik (2 hits each) led Top Line.
Roselle Am. L. 23, AJ Jersey 11

Jim Been (4 hits, 2-HRs), Rich
Chapparo and Ed Rodriquez (each
with HR) led Roselle with Mike
McGuire, Jim McCullough, Gene
Antonucci and Bill Buteau in support
of pitcher Rich Vella. Jeff Hoffman
(1st inning grand slam) and Mark
Marotta (HR) led AJ.
Linwood Inn 20, Contact 20

Mike Slope Rzewuski, Tony Campy
Camporeale (amazing centerfield
catch) and Jack Helfrich (3 hits
apiece), and Joe Sarica, Glenn Ander-
son, Mike DiRienzo, Jim Sydlo, Jeff
Villani and Joe Menza (HR) with 2

hits each led the Tapsters. CLV scored
14 runs in the 6th and one in the 7th to
earn the tie. Jimmy Jimenez (3 hits,
HR), Tim Walsh, Kerry Gelb and Lou
Balestriere (4 hits each) and Ken
Zierler and Pete Stevenson (3 hits
each) led CLV.
Riverside 30, 10th Street 29

Steve Falco (walk-off single) and
Tom Wolansky, Paul Newton, Dennis
Maluchnik and Rich Conklin (4 hits
each) led Riverside.

Cranford VFW 19, Bad Brains 6
Nick Pace and Frank Verducci (3

hits each), and Carl Gamba, Chris
Kaminski, Dave Pringle and Vic
Trindade (2 hits apiece) and 3 double
plays for pitcher Bill Hinkle provided
the win. For BB, Jose Cortes tripled,
and Keith Johnson and Pat Sarullo
both had a hit and a walk.
Deegan 19, Linwood Inn 6

Peter Appolito pitched a gem. John
Garced (4-for-4), Kevin Woodring
(3H, 3RBI), Farlan Alusik (3H, 2B,
3B, HR), Doug Fischer (2H, HR,
4RBI) and Scott Mugele (2H, 2B,
HR) led Deegan. Joe Sarica (3 hits),
and Mike DiRienzo, Brian Latham,
Campy Camporeale, Joe Menza and
Rich Johns (2 hits each) led Linwood.
Top Line 22, Linda’s II 21

Ray DiMaggio, Carey Durrette, Don
Montefusco and Joe Viso (4 hits each)
and David Ball, Ron Kulik and Darryl
Dye (3 hits apiece) led Top Line.
Linda’s II, 27 National Energy 20

John Campanella and John Rachko
(grand slam each, 3 hits, 5 RBI) led
NEN. Brian Granstrand hit safely 4
times.
Riverside Inn 23, AJ Jersey 6

Anthony Abbaleo (HR) and Tom
Wolansky (4 RBI each), and Dennis
Maluchnik (RBI) and Joe Hrubash (2
RBI) with 3 hits each led Riverside.
Roselle A.L. 21, Bad Brains 6

Gene Antonucci (grand slam, 3 hits),
pitcher Harry Streep, and Harold
Zayas and Ed Rodriguez (3 hits, 4
RBI each) led Roselle. Also contrib-
uting offensively were Jim
McCullough, Dave Wayman, Bob
Glassman, Ed Lubas and Ed Kushner.
For the Bad Brains squad, Jose
Santana, Ramon Martinez, Joe
Kenney, Pat Sarullo, Dave Waxtel
and Orlando Lopez led the way. Ken
Zeidner had a long double.
Contact Lens 15, JoeMax 10

Peter Byer (1b, 2b, 3b, threw man
out at the plate), and Tim Walsh, Matt
Kasper, Ken Zierler, Eddie Quinn and
George Merlo (3 hits apiece) led Con-
tact. Jimmy Jimenez. Ed Quinn and
Pete Stevenson sparkled in the out-
field, and Ken Zierler looked like
Horace Clark at second. Pat Nigro,
Tom Ulichny and Dave Eckert led the
charge for JoeMax.
Cranford VFW 22, 10th Street 21

Juan Moreno smashed a walk off
base hit for Cranford.

WF Lady Icers to Hold
Yoga on the Green

An open level yoga class to benefit
the Westfield High School Girls Ice
Hockey Team will be held at
Shackamaxon Country Club on June
7 at 6 p.m.. A portion of the proceeds
will also support Imagine, a Center
for Coping with Loss.

Yoga with Gina Pachkowski of
Alluem Yoga and Sound Healing Bowl
Meditation with Maire and Chris
Olguin of Space Westfield. Bring a
mat! All are welcome! $20 in ad-
vance, $25 at the door. Space may be
limited so to register in advance visit
www.westfieldhighschoolgirlsicehockey.com.

Optional poolside dinner follow-
ing yoga, requires advance registra-
tion. Rain date June 8. For more infor-
mation contact: Beth Ellen Hornstein
at Citara7@aol.com or (908) 301-
1838, Jen Katz, Carrie Sumas, Donna
Wasserman.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING IN CHECK...Blue Devil Nick Gibson, No. 3, puts the check on Raider
Anthony Porter, No. 17, as he scoots downfield in the UCT semifinal game.
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There’s An "Art" to Buying or Selling @ RealEstateRedesigned.net

1050 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield $799,000 7 Webster Place, Westfield $1,250,000
Beautifully updated 4 bedroom 2.2 bath. Appointed with significant renovations throughout, this surprisingly spacious, meticulously move

in home, sits at the "top" of one of Westfield’s premier street.  Enjoy mountain views from the master bedroom suite w walk in closet and

bath. Updates include: newer kitchen w creme white cabinets & granite counters, baths and windows. Additional amenities: large living

room w fireplace, formal dining room w sliders to 2 tiered deck, family room, mud room and office.

722 Knollwood Terrace, Westfield $759,000 229 Maryland Street, Westfield $1,249,000

Sunny, classic colonial is the perfect blend of classic charm w modern day amenities. 5 bedroom 4.1 bath A top location, just a few blocks to town

& schools. A gracious center foyer leads to a large living room w fireplace and formal dining room. The large, newer kitchen w breakfast nook is

adjacent to a 32 ft family room that is ideal for entertaining. A bank of transom windows fills the rooms with sunlight and offers views of the garden

and yard. Amenities include: 1st floor office & bath, 2nd floor master w bath and walk in closet, 3 more bedrooms and main bath, finished 3rd floor

w bedroom, sitting area & bath, finished basement w powder & laundry, a 2 car detached garage, patio and spectacular plantings.

Captivating, story book colonial in top location features a real slate roof, brick facade, balcony off master bedroom & spectacular yard

perfect for entertaining w patio, built in fireplace & grilling station. 3 bedroom 2.1 bath A newer kitchen w granite and SS appliances, formal

dining room and living room w wood burning fireplace, updated powder room and den w sliders to the fully fenced yard complete the first

floor. Large master w bath and balcony, 2 more bedrooms and hall bath plus loads of storage space are all on the second floor. A finished

basement w laundry area, 1 car garage and manicured property w fully fenced yard make this the perfect place to call home.

Stunning new house by Classic Homes with large, gracious foyer, beautiful finishes, spacious rooms and open floor plan. 5 bedroom 5.1

bath Notable features: front porch, bedrooms w tray ceilings, mud room & deep lot. The chef's kitchen w over sized center island opens to

a generously sized family room w fireplace and coffered ceiling. Master suite includes master bath w soaking tub, double sinks and walk in

closet. A Jack and Jill bath w double sinks, services 2 bedrooms and the princess suite has its own bath. Fifth bedroom and full bath on 3rd

floor. Finished basement with 2 rooms and full bath.

Viking Boys 1st, Blue Devils 3rd at UC Relays
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Cougar Lynch Named
Athlete of the Week
Junion Mark Lynch was named

Cranford High School Athlete of
the Week. He cleared a height of 12
feet in the pole vault relay at the
Union County Relays this past
weekend to capture the team relay
title along with Trey Pascual.

SKALSKI 4-4, 3 RBI; MALLON 2 1Bs, 2 RBI; DOLAN FANS 5

Cougars Plate 9 in 4th; Down
Raiders in UCT Softball, 11-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One huge inning blew apart a tight
game and the fifth-seeded Cranford
High School softball team reaped the
benefits with nine runs in the bottom
of the fourth to defeat the 13th-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 11-
1, in the quarterfinal round of the
Union County Tournament (UCT) at
Adams Field in Cranford on May 3.
The victory advanced the 9-4 Cou-
gars to the semifinals to face the top-
seeded Governor Livingston High-
landers, who edged Summit, 2-1.

The 6-7 Raiders came into the con-
test riding a four-game winning streak,
which included knocking off Roselle
Catholic, 15-0, in the UCT prelimi-

nary round then toppling fourth-
seeded Roselle Park, 4-1, to face the
Cougars.

“We put together four straight wins.
Unfortunately it had to end today but
we get a chance to come back tomor-
row and be 3-1 at the end of the week,
so that’s what we are going to shoot
for now,” Raider Head Coach Jess
Hulnik said.

Cougar Brenna Dolan and Raider
Zoe Cardenas were locked in a pitch-
ers’ duel for the first three innings.
Dolan yielded three singles and a
walk during that span and Cardenas
also allowed three singles, while walk-
ing four batters but the Cougars held
a slim 2-1 lead. Dolan allowed just
one more hit and one more walk and

finished the game with five strikeouts.
Cardenas was relieved by Jessica
Waltzak midway through the fateful
fourth inning.

“I’ve been focusing on controlling
my spin and not going too crazy and
keeping the ball low. That paid off
today. I feel like the team’s really got
my back. I know I feel confident let-
ting the ball getting hit in the infield,”
Dolan said.

Jillian Skalski and Liz Cassazza
have been very successful all season
with the bat, as they were against the
Raiders, but recently more Cougars
have been getting into the act, which
included Jayna Mallon with the singles
and Taylor Reitzel with the long balls.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Mozie said.
Blue Devils Spencer Weigand

(1,200), Cam McLaughlin (400),
James McCutcheon (800) and Jake
Triarsi (1,600) were involved in the
tight distance medley relay (DMR)
race with the Raiders and Vikings in
the beginning but in the end Summit
Hilltoppers Griffin Feeney, Chris
Heckelman, Will Robertson and
Bunting took first with a time of
10:36.91. The Blue Devils finished
second at 10:38.83 and Raiders Ben
Fleischman, Brandon Garcia, Colin
Sullivan and Max Toll finished third
at 10:40.89.

Cougars Trey Pascual and Mark
Lynch won the team pole vault with a
height of 25 feet. Pascual’s height of
13 feet tied Cheney Price (New Provi-
dence) and Viking Conor Reilly for
the best height. Blue Devils Brown,
Audino, McLaughlin and Triarsi fin-
ished fifth in the sprint medley relay
(SMR) at 3:38.43. Cougar Josiah
Cadet recorded the third-fastest time
in the 400 hurdles at 57.38 and team-
mate Kyle Ledford had a time of
1:01.9. Raiders Will Loop was timed
at 1:01.5 and Jumar Etkins was at
1:01.5.2.

Day 2: Blue Devils Tom Fuccillo
(167-9 — meet’s best), Joe San
Giacomo (156-10 — 4th best) and
Brendon Riccardi (138-8 — 7th best)
won the javelin event with a distance
of 463-3. Raider Nigel Nelson had
the best clearance in the high jump
with a height of 6-4. Blue Devils
Dwyer (6-0 — 5th best), Fuccillo (5-
8) and LaMastra (5-3) took fourth in
the event with a total of 16-11. Cou-
gars Addison Chang cleared 5-10 (7th

best) and Kyle Ledford cleared 5-8.
Raider Mozie had the second-best
toss in the discus at 150-3 and Blue
Devil O’Brien had the sixth-best at
129-4. Chang had a distance of 43-
6.5 (4th-best) in the triple jump and
Josiah Cadet had the ninth-best at
40-2.5.

Raiders Adrian Jimenez, Fleischer,
Garcia and Sullivan finished second
in the 4x1,600 with a time of 18:32.57,

followed by Blue Devils Gabe
Givelber, Jon Givelber, Ben Salerno
and Triarsi at 18:42.46. Blue Devils
Brown, Audino, Weigand and
McLaughlin took third in the 4x400
at 3:21.14. Brown, Dwyer, Audino
and McLaughlin took fourth in the
4x200 at 1:30.77. Raiders Jumar
Etkins, Will Loop, Ian McPherson
and Dhvanil Nanshah finished sixth
in the 4x110 shuttle hurdles at 1:07.31.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DIVING FOR THE FORCE OUT...Raider third basman Hannah Lyman dives on third base for the force out on Cougar Alex
Pachkowski as Raider shortstop Amanda Venezia comes over to cover in the third inning at Adams Field in Cranford.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUSHING WITH POWER...Raider Izu Mozie, top, had the third-best shove of
the meet in the shot put at a season-best 50-3. Below, Blue Devil Coston O’Brien
shoves the metal orb 48-10.5 on Day 1 at the Union County Relays.
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Cougars Plate 9 in 4th; Down Raiders in UCT
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      Celebrating our  

   2016  
NJAR® Circle of Excellence  

Sales Award® Recipients 

WestfieldKW.com 
908.233.8502 

188 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090 

Christian Kavanaugh 
908-303-3456 

Platinum 

Laura Brockway 
908-456-3093 

Silver 

Sean Shallis 
973-461-6955 

Gold 

Susan Massa 
908-400-0778 

Bronze 

Olatubosun Modile 
908-220-3484 

Bronze 

Jenifer DiVirgilio 
908-477-4907 

Bronze 

Shari Kopla 
908-419-7842 

Bronze 

Susan Devaney 
908-723-2674 

Bronze 

COLDWELL BANKER
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Cotswolds Cottage Style Tudor is the home of your dreams. Offering 4 bedrooms and 3 1/2baths in
the Franklin School district. All the charm has been maintained yet improved and updated for today's
lifestyle.  Beautifully landscaped property with lots of special sitting areas for relaxing -you will enjoy
the quiet spaces this Spring and Summer. Versatile floor plan offers private suite ideal for ever-changing
needs, out of town guests or work at home professional. Spacious kitchen with stainless steel appliances
and terrific granite counter space as well as breakfast bar plus casual dining area with wet bar and
beverage center.  Gleaming wood floors, original beams and leaded glass windows are just a few of the
interesting architectural details that are sure to delight. Spend you early mornings in the sun room
sipping coffee and enjoying the ever changing view. Enchanting one of a kind home offers much more
than meets the eye. Make this charming sunlit home your happily ever after. Offered at $1,299,999.

Bernadette Houston, CRB

Cell: 908-209-3370
houston460@aol.com

Broker / Salesperson

“Fairytales Can Come True”

460 Hillside Avenue, Westfield

UC Vikings 1st, Blue Devils 2nd at UC Relays
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Lufrano, was drafting just two steps
behind her. From that point, however,
Melao refused to yield the lead.

“I could see her shadow. It was
terrifying because Jerika, we all have
a good relationship with her, she’s
scary. She’s so fast. Personally that’s
how I run better if somebody is chas-
ing me. When I knew she was coming
up behind me, I know she’s got a
really strong kick. I knew I could hold
her and I did for our team because we
really wanted the school record today

and we just got it. That was my moti-
vation the whole time,” Melao re-
vealed.

Vikings Leena Morant, Sydney
Tucker, Kira Alexander and Sydney
McLaughlin won the sprint medley
relay (SMR) with a time of 4:03.67,
followed by Governor Livingston
Highlanders Caitlin Colendenski,
Caroline Peer, Katelyn Quinn and
Victoria Vanriele at 4:13.95. Cranford
Cougars Lindsay Aschmies, Bella
DeSimone, Sasha Knapp and Katie

Romanovich finished fourth at
4:24.79. Blue Devils Jamie DeDea,
Horton, Ryan Kirby and Caroline
Stockwell finished sixth at 4:32.36.

Vikings Alexander, Amaya
Chadwick, Brianna Ewing and Felicia
Quainoo took top honors in the 4x100
with a time of 47.72, followed by
Union’s Chidumga Nkulume, Shylehn
Ebuebga-Smith, Nneka Moneme and
Nyamekye Opoku-Agyemang at 47.92
and Summit’s Jackie Kohaut, Emma
Osborne, Claudia Piron and Gisselle
Giron at 48.28. Raiders Trinity Hart,
Kerri McNeely, Imani Rivera and
Wilda Francois finished sixth at 50.86.

Francois recorded the fourth-best
time in the 400 hurdles at 1:08.02 and
Blue Devils Julia Csorba had the sev-
enth best at 1:10.29. Raider Emily
Gonyou was ninth at 1:12.13.

In the field events, Blue Devils
Keren Moncayo (104-8 — best
throw), Sam Stravach (98-3 — 5th-
best) and Kylinn Kraemer (81-3) won
the javelin with a distance of 279-4.
Raider Madeline Weber had the sixth-
best toss at 88-10. Weber tied for the
third-best toss in the discus at 99-1
and Moncayo had the fifth-best at 98-
3. Cougar Taylor Grant tied Viking
Tyler Scott for the best height in the
high jump at 5-0. Cougar Aschmies
tied for fifth with a height of 4-8.
Union’s Opoku-Agyemang had a
great leap in the long jump with a
distance of 17-10.5. Cougar Knapp
had a seventh-longest leap of 15-10.5

Day 2: Blue Devils Sarah Hacker,
Caroline Stockwell, Taylor Bechtloff
and Brianna Hatch crossed first in the
4x1,600 with a WHS record time
21:55.98. Raiders Sara Green, Maddy
Bord, Aubrey Johnson and Colleen
Robinson finished fourth at 23:45.81.
Blue Devils Tess Brown (9-0) and
Leah Norton (8-6) won the pole vault
with a height of 17-6. GL Highlander
Leah Saifi had the best clearance at
11-0 and Cougar Hanna Capone
cleared 8-6.

Heinzerling, Jackler, Melao and
Jessica Stern took third in the 4x800
with a time of 9:35.42, followed by
Cougars Aschmies, DeSimone,
Romanovich and Julia Kelly at
9:59.59. Raiders Green, Bord, Sofia
Casimiro and Amanda Logie took
sixth at 10:04.26. Raiders Rosie
Cuomo, Francois, Gonyou and Trin-
ity Hart finished third in the 4x100
shuttle hurdles at 1:08.38.

Raider Madeline Weber had the
third-best throw in the shot put with a
distance of 35-11.5, followed by Cou-
gar Brianna Scotti at 35-3. Cougar
Christina Barlik had the seventh-best
at 34-4.5.

Mallon went 2-for-3, including a two-
run single in the fourth, and Reitzel,
who launched a pair of home runs in
a recent game against Colonia, rapped
a two-run double, also in the fourth.

“It feels awesome. I put a lot of work
into it so I see the results are really
great. It’s a lot of pressure but once you
get out of your own head and stop
thinking about it, and the results are
pretty awesome,” Mallon expressed.

“There’s a lot of momentum and a
lot of girls are starting to pick up on it
and doing really well,” Skalski said.

Skalski had four singles and three
RBI, while scoring once, and Casazza
tapped a pair of singles, walked and
scored all three times.

“I think that the hits in the begin-
ning of the season are starting to add
up and I am becoming more confi-
dent at the plate. It’s really carrying
over,” Skalski said.

“They continue to work hard in
practice every day. They know they
can’t take a day off, especially defen-
sively because that had been hurting
us in a few games in the middle of the
season. So we honed in on the de-
fense and they are doing a good job
with that,” Cougar Head Coach
Heather Wolf said. “Throughout the
season we have been switching girls
in-and-out and kind of finding a
rhythm. I feel one through nine their
bats are pretty solid.”

The Raiders threatened in the top
of the first inning. Julia DiGiacomo,
who finished 2-for-3 with the team’s

only RBI, reached on an error and
Hannah Lyman walked with one man
out. After Dolan fanned the next bat-
ter, Lexi Brunetto plopped an infield
single right behind the mound to load
the bases but the next batter went
down on strikes.

The Cougars scored an unearned
run in their half of the inning. Tessa
Ferentinos, who would score three
times, drew a walk, Skalski hopped a
single past short and Sarah Gluck
walked to load the bases with two outs.
Mallon’s grounder to third was mis-
handled and Ferentinos scored. The
Raiders tied the score in the second
when Cardenas singled and scored off
Julia DiGiacomo’s single over third.
The Cougars immediately retook the
lead, 2-1, when Cassazza and
Ferentinos both walked and Skalski
scorched an RBI single by third.

Dolan retired six straight batters to
allow the Cougars to come to the
plate in the fourth. Casazza led off
with a fading single to center, which
would be the first of 14 plate appear-
ances in the inning that would yield
seven hits, two walks and two errors.
Reitzel would whack her two-run
double down the right field line and
Mallon would poke her two-run single
to center. Ryan Belliot and Skalski
added RBI singles and Christina Ilkow
added an RBI groundout.

The Raiders tried to prolong the
game in the fifth. Julia DiGiacomo
looped a one-out single to left and
Angie DiGiacomo walked but Dolan

got the next two batters to ground out.
“We hung around a long time today

for being a little off. I thought we had
some better games but I though we
fought really well for being just a
little bit off. Then it got away. They
are a strong team. If you are going to
beat them, you have to be on all the
way around,” Coach Hulnik said.

The UCT semifinal game with Gov-
ernor Livingston would be held on
May 7 in Linden and it should prove
to be very competitive since the Cou-
gars edged the Highlanders, 2-1, ear-
lier in the season.

“I think we have the capability of
beating them if we keep doing what
we are doing and have the confidence
that we have now,” Mallon said.

“We are both two really great teams
and we are both going to do our best.
It’s going to be a great game to see
who come out on top,” Skalski said.

“Confidence is always a thing with
them. They have been really good with
picking each other up. This team is an
awesome group. They are so positive
with one another. When one girl gets
down on herself, they are so quick to
pick the next up,” Coach Wolf said.

“We’re ready. We definitely built
up our confidence. We’ve had a little
bit of an up-and-down season. I know
[pitcher] Alana’s [Namit] going to
bring her game and her team’s going
to bring their game. It’s going to be a
showdown,” Dolan said.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 010 00 1
Cranford 110 9x 11

Crusaders Top Westfield;
GL Tops Cranford in UCT

Jim Occi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOP PHOTO — Blue Devil Rachel Rothenberg prepares to take a swat at ALJ
pitcher Gianna Randazza’s pitch at the Union County Tournament semifinal
game in Linden on May 7. Rothenberg went 2-for-2 but ALJ defeated Westfield,
7-4. BOTTOM PHOTO — Cougar catcher Sarah Gluck, with pitcher Brenna
Dolan in the background, considers throwing the ball to second in the UCT
semifinal against Governor Livingston. Gluck singled and had an RBI. GL
defeated Cranford, 7-1, and pitcher Alanna Namit tossed a four-hitter.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SURVIVING THE RUNDOWN...Cougar Ryan Belliot, No. 8, gets caught in a rundown between second and third base in
the fourth inning but manages to scoot back to second base safely during the Union County Tournament quarterfinal game.
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1157 Edgewood Parkway, Union       $365,000. 
Vintage charm and modern updates mingle in this lovely home. The liv-
ing room & formal dining room open to the updated kitchen with granite 
counters. The bedrooms are sizable and are joined by two updated baths. 
Extras include newer windows, a rec room & deck in the fenced yard. 

1471 Coles Avenue, Mountainside                                          $1,699,000.    
Timeless English Tudor surrounded by trees, beautifully landscaping and 
breathtaking views. The palatial interior is designed for versatile yet luxu-
rious living amid a myriad of spacious rooms. The terrace, in-ground pool 
and proximity to the Watchung reservation ensure hours of outdoor fun. 

102 Tallwood Lane, Greenbrook      $348,000. 
This conveniently located townhome has an eat-in kitchen with granite 
counters that flows to the dining area and living room with fireplace. Up-
stairs you'll find two bedroom suites. The lower level provides a bed-
room /full bath laundry room and the family room with slider to the patio. 

227 Kings Court, Mountainside                             $1,100,000. 
Resting at the “Top of the Woods” this home entices you with a quiet 
sophistication, felt in the living room with fireplace, family room with 
skylights or the gourmet kitchen. There’s a first floor master suite, three 
second floor bedroom suites, a finished basement and tri-level deck. 

6 Normandy Drive, Westfield                   $939,000. 
Situated on a half acre of  property, the move right in interior warms your 
heart with impressive foyer, family room with fireplace, eat-in kitchen 
with access to laundry/mud room, truly spacious bedrooms, updated baths 
- 2013, newly finished basement - 2014 and a wonderful deep backyard. 

343 Hemlock Avenue, Garwood       $619,000. 
This newer Colonial joins formality and comfort in a lay-out ideal for 
today’s lifestyle. Columns frame the living room & dining room which 
opens to the kitchen. The breakfast area leads to the family room. The 
master suite, three bedrooms and another full bath fill the second floor. 

Blue Devil Nine Overpowers Crusaders in UCT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

stage of what was yet to come.
“I don’t know if we’ve ever hit

three home runs in a game. They were
shots too,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster attempted to recall.

But the bottom of the fourth inning
sealed the deal when 12 Blue Devils
stepped to the plate and delivered nine
runs on nine hits, including a two-run
homer over the centerfield fence by
James Friel and a two-run homer over
the left-centerfield fence by Jake Lerie
(3 runs scored), who also rapped an
RBI double in the inning.

“I had a 3-2 count and it wasn’t
looking good, home run with two strikes
but it was a fast ball over the plate. I
didn’t think it was going out. I thought
it was a line drive but it happened to
make it over the fence,” Friel recalled.

“This is Kobi’s second and this is my
second and it the first James ever hit a
home run. It’s special to see that in a
game of this magnitude. It’s really been
fun. Seeing the ball go out capped things
off for me, just makes everybody smil-
ing, including myself,” Lerie said.

The early barrage of runs allowed
smooth sailing for pitcher Connor
Scanlon, who yielded six hits and two
walks, while striking out six Crusad-
ers. Brendan Stanzione was the most
successful Crusader with an RBI
double, a single and two runs scored.
Kevin Metz also doubled and scored
once. Joe Turek singled and scored
once, Max Carmino tapped an RBI
single and Anthony Caldiero singled.

The Westfield first began with Alex
Pancini (3-for-4, 2 runs, RBI) slap-
ping a leadoff single to right. Matt
LaCorte (3-for-3, double, 3 runs, RBI)
followed with a similar single and
Lerie walked to load the bases. Wagner
slashed his two-run double to left and

Wolf cleared the bases with his three-
run blast.

“Honestly when I swing, I don’t
really try to hit the ball out. I try to
make good contact. When you hit the
ball like that, it doesn’t really feel like
anything. It just blows off the bat. It’s
a great feeling when you are running
around the bases and my teammates
greet me at home and they are all
cheering for me,” Wolf said.

The 9-8 Crusaders responded with a
pair of runs in the second. Metz slid his
double down the right field line and
Stanzione yanked an RBI double to left and
later scored on Carmino’s single to left.

Westfield added a run in the bottom
of the inning. Stevie Barden (1-for-2)
walked, Pancini singled and LaCorte
walked to load the bases for Wagner,
whose groundout to second allowed
Barden to score. Johnson answered
with an unearned run in the fourth to
make the score 6-3 but any question
as to who would advance to the UCT
finals was answered next.

LaCorte poked a leadoff single and
Lerie followed with an RBI double.
Wolf singled, Jake Vall-Llobera pulled
an RBI single to right and Friel cracked
his two-run homer to center. Barden
curled a double to right, Pancini
punched an RBI single over second,
LaCorte drilled an RBI double to
center and Lerie launched his two-run
homer over the left-centerfield fence.

The Crusaders scored their final
run in the fifth when Turek singled
and later scored on a throwing error.

“We are down one player. Victor
[Cruz] is out with a broken hand. He’s
done for the season. Then Kobi on
Wednesday slid in hard to second. We
thought we weren’t going to have him
today. He got all taped up and he was

ready to play,” Coach Brewster said.
“It’s a perfect time to get hot. That’s

the key to the team. Everybody getting a
hit every game, two hits, three hits. Our
whole team is coming together. Nobody
is doing it on their own,” Wolf added.

“It was a big game. We knew they
were a good offensive team, so we
knew we had to hit today. Everyone
was on their game today and wound
up hitting the ball,” Friel said.

“Since March 1, we have been wait-
ing for this day. James is excited,
Kobi is excited. I’m excited. Every-
body is excited. I can’t wait to be
there Saturday,” Lerie expressed.

“It feels good to make it because
last year it was a rough loss against
GL. We expect to make it every year.
We expect to win it every year and we
are going to put on a good show in the
county championship,” Friel said.

“We have not hit the ball this well
all year. The last week we have been
hitting and everything has been fall-
ing into place for us. Hopefully it will
keep going,” Coach Brewster said.
“A lot of these guys have been in
county finals but on the JV level, not
on the varsity level. We are going to
face a very good pitcher in the next
round, so we are going to really have
to put our hitting shoes on.”

“It’s amazing to represent my town
like this, my school like this. Tough
loss last year against GL but this year
it’s a different feel. I am so excited to
play at Kean University. The field is
amazing. The competition will be
amazing. The fans will be amazing.
It’s that kind of thrill playing in front
of everyone. It’s like nothing else,”
Wolf expressed.
AL Johnson 020 11 4
Westfield 510 9x 15

Cougars Scrape Run in 8th; Edge Raiders, 3-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

I am confident in myself. I am just
happy I was able to get it down,”
Warren said.

More “small ball” arrived in the
Cougar fourth. Catcher Mike McGee
reached base on a throwing error and
was replaced by courtesy runner James
Wozniak, who stole second and
dashed to third on a pitch in the dirt.
Matt Perino, who laid down the suc-
cessful game-winning squeeze bunt
in the sectional championship game
against Somerville last year, did it
again and Wozniak sprinted home to
knot the score.

“It’s Cranford baseball. What else
do you expect? I expected it. That’s
what he [Coach McCaffery] tells us.
Expect a bunt! Once I saw the squeeze
is down, I had complete confidence in
Perino to get it down,” Wozniak said.

“It feels great when I get that down.
There’s nothing better. Two strikes!
Get the bunt down and score a run that
ties the game. It can change a game,”
Perino expressed.

In the fifth inning, Shriner made a
fine diving catch in right field then in
the sixth, Cougar third baseman Perino
initiated second-to-first double play
to squash a Raider rally.

Misfortune of a type stung the Raid-
ers in the seventh. Colin McAlindin
hopped a one-out single to right and
Sam Schetelich launched a long fly to
right. McAlindin rounded third and
scored but Scheltelich’s drive was
ruled a ground-rule double and he had
to return to third. Ryan Yawger tapped
a grounder to second as McAlindin
sped home but Szczech fired to McGee
in time for the out. The next batter

popped up to short for the third out.
The Cougar seventh began with

McGee’s hard hopper to right that
McAlindin scooped and quickly threw
to first in time for the first out. Perino
walked then Szczech drilled a double
to left. Perino rounded third and
headed home but a great relay from
leftfielder Patrick Downey to Warren
at short then to Yarem at home arrived
in time to nail Perino.

“When the ball went over his head,
I ran out and I knew I had to get it as
quickly as possible. When I caught it,
I turned and saw the runner going.
Honestly I didn’t comprehend the situ-
ation. I just said I got to make a throw
here. I was happy I was able to get the
runner. That’s when I realized we are
still in this,” Warren explained.

“That was beautiful! Coach pulled
him in. Patrick got a bad read on it but

he busted his butt to go after it and he
made a heck of a play getting it in
quick. Then Pete makes a perfect re-
lay to me. I gave him a big hug and
said thank you,” Yarem said.

The Raiders went down 1-2-3 in
the eighth and the first batter struck
out in the Cougar eighth. Shriner
stepped to the plate and slapped a
single to right and stole second. After
Geissel struck out Mike Meola, Tom
Armstrong lined a single to left as
Shriner advanced to third. Connelly
tapped a soft squibbling single to-
ward second as Shriner scored the
winner.

“Baseball is one of those sports
where you never know what happens.
You put the ball in play. No matter
how hard you hit it, where you hit it,
how far you hit it something can al-
ways happen to get on base. We were
just lucky Pat was able to put that ball
in play with two strikes,” Bakie said.

As to the meeting of the two rivals,
Westfield and Cranford, for the UCT
title, Wozniak said, “We are both very
good teams. We both work very hard.
They are dangerous but I think we can
pull out a ‘W’ against them.”

“I think it’s going to be a tough
game. I think if we work hard, we can
pull out a win,” Perino said.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 000 200 00 2
Cranford 100 100 01 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“SQUEEZING” HOME...Raider Peter Yarem, No. 15, slides home safely during a squeeze play initiated by Peter Warren
in the fourth inning of the UCT semifinal game in Cranford on May 6. Both teams played excellent “small ball”.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING THE SIXTH RUN...Blue Devil  Stevie Barden, No. 1, slides home in the second inning for Westfield’s sixth run
against the Crusaders as catcher Vinnie Crisafi looks at the action. Westfield would add nine more runs in the fourth inning.

WF Beats Elizabeth
In UCT Softball, 8-2
The second-seeded Westfield High

School softball team defeated Eliza-
beth, 8-2, in the quarterfinal round of
the Union County Tournament in
Westfield on May 3. Julia Romano
smacked a home run and a triple,
scored twice and had two RBI for the
11-2 Blue Devils. Erica Lawrence
scored twice, singled, and had two
RBI. Danielle Rinaldi singled and
scored twice, Genevieve Howell had
a double and two RBI and Jordan
Sacher singled. Ally Gulla and Lauren
Fernandez each scored once.
Elizabeth 000 002 0 2
Westfield 200 033 x 8

Some HS Sport Shorts
UC  Sr. 60+ Softball

On Next Page
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Recent Home Sales
Cranford: 03/01/17

Nicole and Christopher Consorte to
Johnny E.V. Cabrera and Evlin Sanchez,
16 Princeton Road, $561,000.

Nicolas Busa to Matthew P. and
Kaitlyn Grajek, 509 Orchard Street,
$435,000.

L. Anthony and Ellen H. Pace to
Kyle B. Johnson and Tamara Johnson,
2 Central Avenue, $560,000.

Dale A. Weber to Anne and Joseph
De Laurie, 304 Riverside Drive,
$310,000.

Eric Robert and Molly N. Meixner
to Dominic Larche, 7 Orange Av-
enue, $459,000.

Wesson and Warhaftig INC. to Riv-
erside Holdings LLC., 12-18 River-
side Drive, $8,850,000.

Gabrielle Hearn to Joseph and Erin
Grzyb, 27 Roselle Avenue, $400,000.

Alexander M. and Anthony A.
Bullers to Jason W. and Megan E.
Cruz, 325 North Avenue East,
$350,000.

Fannie Mae to Albert and Ornela
Zylyftari, 127 New Street, $221,000.

Robert and Carolyn Poultney to
Donato N. and Catherine Ducusin, 39
Burnside Avenue, $450,000.

Thomas P. and Thomas J.
McDonough to Jerat Realty LLC., 17
Burnside Avenue, $445,000.

E. Sulzbacher and Eleanor Turek
to Grunwald Properties LLC., 327
South Union Avenue, $280,000.

Edward J. and Margaret E. Durning
to Thomas Micheal and Jamie Marie
Duggan, 20 Connecticut Street,
$540,000.

Anle Chen to Michael and Coleen
Tripodi, 49 Lewis Street, $539,000.

Richard Bornstein to Andy Estrada
and Christina Ramirez, 48 Fairfield
Avenue, $450,000.

Joseph Ciancitto to Kevin and
Deborah M. Sherwood, 297
Stoughton Avenue, $250,000.

Roger Poirier to Grunwald Proper-
ties LLC., 29 Woodlawn Avenue,
$374,000.

Jonathan K. and Joyce A. Markham
to Victor Liu and Shirley Yen, 627
Lincoln Park East, $716,000.

Thomas M. Duggan and Jamie M.
Conroy to Emily M. Printz, 487 East
South Avenue, $275,100.

Jeanne Mikelson to MBMBA
LLC., 458 Lincoln Avenue East,
$265,000.

Karin A. Mc Coy to Sergio and
Summer Conceicao, 401 Elm Street,
$359,000.

Ellen K. Wadyka to Pual J. Savage
and Katelyn Spadaccini, 72 Lawn
terrace, $350,000.

Michael and Coleen Tripodi to
Daniel and Melanie R. Bachteler, 4
Colin Kelly Street, $410,000.

U. S. Bank National Association
Trust to Andony Peralta and
Alessandra Rodas, 503 Centennial
Avenue, $267,000.

JA Rosado, Je Alvarado and NM
Cobar to Yicheng and Lin Fangyi
Yuan, 129 Mohawk Drive, $440,000.

Fanwood: 03/24/17
Dennis and Maureen Suhovsky to

Jeffrey L. and Gina Gutterman, 13
Montrose Avenue, $460,000.

Alan S. Richardson to Gregory and
Lindsey Messina, 99 Woodland Av-
enue, $539,000.

Veronica Kodatt to Joseph Neves,
95 Hunter Avenue, $400,000.

Related Interests to Michael Hertz,
39 Paterson Road, $360,000.

Anthony and Jennifer Burrows to
Justin T. and Elizabeth C. Ryder, 26
Paterson Road, $395,000.

Gwen D’Amico to Nadia Tahir,
471 South Avenue, $370,000.

Fannie Mae to Rahul Rauniyar, 7
Rainier Road, $385,000.

96 N Glenwood LLC. to Nicholas
J. and Marissa L. Miceli, 96 North
Glenwood Road, $442,500.

Reginald and Melanie Robertson
to Michael Dsurney, 11 Gere Place,
$319,000.

Betsy Holderried to John C.
Mazzilli, 10 Carsam Street, $302,000.

Brian and Jennifer Applebee, 195
South Martine Avenue, $415,500.

Scotch Plains: 03/27/17
Victor and Allison Passucci to Wil-

liam R. and Shazia R. Mellone, 575
Westfield Avenue, $975,000.

R Iaione Companies Inc. to Sean
and Brittany Cassidy, 429 Evergreen
Boulevard, $763,000.

Gwen Klimas Baer to Arthur and
Pamela Romanchuk, 529 Warren
Street, $400,000.

Pfeifer Realty Corp. to Scorpion
Holdings LLC., 2510 Route 22,
$650,000.

Anne Gerlach to John and Elisa
Borja, 2259 Concord Road,
$450,000.

Matthew Gathercole and Lalkha
Lopez to Joseph Tseng and Sandra C.
Webb, 957 Crestwood Road,
$410,000.

Edward L. Beach to BH Avalon
LLC., 2272 New York Avenue,
$353,000.

Maria Angela Leppert to Christo-
pher and Jessica Furino, 36 Fieldcrest
Drive, $560,000.

Deborah F. Carter to Helder and
Maria Assuncao, 2060 Wood Road,
$471,000.

Brigette K. Morgan to Segundo
Velecela, 326 Farley Avenue, $85,000.

Jean E. Johnson to Ramona I.
Hernandez, 1556 East Second Street,
$260,000.

Rita Gallagher to 1805 Front Street
LLC., 1805 Front Street, $445,000.

Garrett Devito to Jennifer and
Matthew Weinshenker, 9 Village Park
Court, $315,000.

Vincent Pici and Melissa Robles to
Vincent Pici, 565 School Place,
$150,000.

Guglielmo Biondo to Eustolia M.
Guallpa, 1972 Route 22, $220,000.

Kenneth H. and Kathleen Einhorn
to Josephs Group LLC., 2015
Westfield Avenue. $350,000.

Wright Properties Group LLC. to
Steven Kanaplue, 2062 Church Av-
enue, $695,000.

Lauren Manning and Tara Goins to
Rahul Bhosle and Uttama Rath, 305
Cook Avenue, $516,000.

1801 Lake Avenue Acquisitiion
LLC. to Stony Point Builders INC.,
1815 Lake Avenue, $350,000.

Toll NJ LP to Jacqueline P.
Loughran, 1303 Tillinghast Turn,
$962,513.

Louis P. and Michele Mazzella to
24 Fenmore LLC., 24 Fenmore Drive,
$582,492.

Stanley and Francene Golda to
Dominic and Elizabeth Giafaglione,
1673 Mohawk Lane, $560,000.

Michael J. and Laurie A. Kelly to
Weijaun Tang and Hauming Sheng,
67 Rambling Drive, $739,000.

Needle-Point Homes LLC. to D.
and C. Lavery and V. and M.
Raimondi, 2003 Dogwood Drive,
$975,000.

John Ley and David Apezzato to
Ernesto and Melissa Cerimele, 1596
radley Road, $390,000.

Michael and Sandy Garrastazu to
Debra D. Solomon, 23 Burnham Vil-
lage, $366,500.

Andy and Lauren Rodriguez to
Leslie Merkelson and M. E. Fried-
lander, 33 Burnham Villiage,
$351,000.

Needle-Point Homes LLC. to Jes-
sica Bondi Revocable Trust, 1181
Donamy Glen, $976,000.

Papazian Family Trust to Robert
and Kelley Urnkar, 1248 Sleepy Hol-
low Lane, $550,000.

Isabel Cheung and K. Chok to
Hemant M. and Madhumita H. Joshi,
835 Raritan Road, $645,000.

Harry F. and Gayle Carrick to
Francis and Deborah Conley, 900 Fox
Hill Lane, $990,000.

Westfield: 04/10/17
Kevin A. and Erin K. Stock to Peng

Yang and Ying Feng, 530 Clark Street,
$755,000.

Royal Property Holdings LLC to
Alexander and Brooke Rosenstein,
616 Garfield Avenue, $1,399,000.

Artie Graham and Gina and Jeffrey
Wade to David M. Siegler and Amparo
Cutti, 441 Downer Street, $337,500.

Estate of Russell J. Romeo to FBE
Properties LLC, 609 Drake Place,
$620,000.

Peter J.,Jr and Christine Kakareka
to Thomas C., III and Taryn Elliot,
631 Scotch Plains Avenue, North,
$420,000.

Vitaliano and Mary Lou Sclama to
569 Downer LLC, 561 Downer Street,
$250,000.

Estate of Minturn R. Thompson, Jr
to LGJP4, LLC, 530 West Broad
Street, $235,000.

Daniel F. and Emily M. Sarsfield to
Douglas and Chez N. Rich, 257 Scotch
Plains Avenue, $627,000.

Vito Scorcia and Isabella Miranda
to Mehmet Cetin and Daniela P.
Catrocho, 105 Marion Avenue,
$410,000.

Jam Realty Associates to 260
Westfield Partners LLC, 260 North
Avenue, East and 270 North Avenue,
East, $18,000,000.

Fourth Avenue Homes, LLC to Ja-
son and Victoria Beyer, 631 Fourth
Avenue, $1,359,000.

Jeffrey M. and Kandace L. Barnes
to Prominent Properties Mason and
Site Contractors, LLC, 835 Coolidge
Street, $710,000.

Julio R. and Kristina Tuma to Dean
and Courtney Robbins, 337 Benson
Place, $760,000.

Tower Homes, LLC to Dan A. and
Mulki M. Osterberg, 921 Harding
Street, $1,285,000.

629 Stirling Place, LLC to Jeffrey
Pampinella, 629 Stirling Place,
$511,000.

Jeffrey A. and Amanda Derosier to
Seung and Youngmi Yu, 249 Windsor
Avenue, $272,900.

D. Villane Construction , LLC to
Lisa A. and Yonatan Y. Greenstein,
665 Carleton Road, $1,320,000.

Alex and Laura Vassilowitch to
Kseniia and Eugene Zaydfudim, 715
Rahway Avenue, $539,000.

Estate of Marcie Yates to Robert
Metros, 18 Amy Drive, $705,000.

Brett and Veronica G. Carlucci to
Peter and Kara Magliaro, 1004 Irv-
ing Avenue, $539,900.

Sydney and Roslyn Helfen to Pre-
mier Design Custom Homes, LLC, 5
Village Circle, $500,000.

Bhupen and Shephali Mistry to
James T. and Theresa M. Mcdermott,
108 Summit Avenue, $650,000.

Marcon-Residential, LLC to Todd
M. and Andrea M. Burkey, 1509 Pine
Grove Avenue, $1,020,000.

Nancy Walsh to Michael Mahoney,
LLC, 121 Marlboro Street, $350,000.

Westfield: 05/01/17
Robert J. and Catherine V. Zupko

to Ryan and Christina Gualtier, 70
Barchester Way, $817,000.

Thomas Y. and Elaine K. Cha to
Robert A. and Loren M. Saunders,
352 Orenda Circle, $790,000.

Elegant Homes NJ LLC and Allan
Chrone to Stephen Dauwalter and
Michelle Sarlo, 854 Bradford Av-
enue, $1,730,000.

Estate Of Margaret P. Triano to 109
Hollywood LLC, 625 Short Hills
Court, $475,000.

Kenneth A. and Marta E. Genoni to
Brett and Veronica G. Carlucci, 705
Hanford Place, $1,042,000.

Peterson Brothers, LLC to Robert
and Christine Parker, 330 Edgewood
Avenue, $1,500,000.

Michael S. and Sarah L. Banks to
Michael and Elyse Scherer, 636 Clark
Street, $899,000.

Elshiekh Enterprises LLC to David
and Jill H. Malat, 403 Prospect Street,
$885,000.

Leslie C. North and James F. Wain-
wright to David R. and Amy R.
Casiere, 550 Sherwood Parkway,
$929,000.

John Walsh and Tifanie Bender to
Assaf and Lauren Duek, 766 Oak
Avenue, $671,500.

Glenn and Leslie Sullivan to Joshua
and Jennifer Phillips, 251 Tuttle Park-
way, $780,000.

Michael S. Kelly to Gregory and
Ying Gautreau, 610 West Broad
Street, $455,000.

Charlotte J. Gillespie to Gentemp,
LLC, 747 Warren Street, $425,000.

Floy A. Hurley percent Carol Ann
Roselli to Danna L. Lopez, 585 Trin-
ity Place, $390,000.

Marilyn C. Friedrichs to 236 Elmer,
LLC, 236 Elmer Street, $425,000.

Sheila Pittell Klausner to Brian W.
and Marisa F. Earley, 742 Coolidge
Street, $685,000.

Gerald Ellner, LLC to Simon and
Michelle Pulman, 813 Fourth Avenue,
$1,255,000.

Lori Jeffers to A and H Realty LLC,
758 Central Avenue, $270,000.

G.M. Harbt Enterprises, LLC to
Jonathan and Danielle Shemesh, 616
Summit Avenue, $1,575,000.

John, III and Lori Huber to Gina
M. Cambareri, 854 Knollwood Ter-
race, $1,100,000.

D. Villane Construction, LLC to
Vanessa Juon and Chris Muller, 15
Rutgers Court, $1,660,000.

Barry N. and Lynn I. Feldman to
Westfield Willow, LLC, 612 Willow
Grove Road, $545,000.

Sarah H. Huntington and Brian A.
Kasper to William A. and Kristina
Haag, 850 Tice Place, $650,000.

Estate Of Marilyn D. Schott to
Cnjos Properties, LLC, 1418 Pine
Grove Avenue, $452,500.

Lagrand Avenue LLC to Adam B.
Lavinthal and Rachel A. Kandel, 1313
Boulevard, $985,000.

Todd Ellner, LLC to David and
Jennifer Offerman, 17 Mohawk Trail,
$1,250,000.

Judy J. Bundy percent Laura L.
Budy to Matthew Lenza and Erica
Pampin, 133 Wyoming Street,
$415,000.

Lanjing Zhang and Zheng Chen to
Robert L. and Allison S. Toll, 312
Roger Avenue, $605,000.

James F., Jr. and Linda Osborne to
Lawrence M. and Dara S. Meiner,
1714 Grandview Avenue, $720,000.

Lynn Castaldo to Jason R. Cronk
and Courtney S. Karamanol, 109
Connecticut Street, $620,000.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO.: F-009746-16
FILE NO. 48.0822

NOTICE TO REDEEM

RSI BANK VS. KEVIN
MICHAEL KEEGAN, ET AL.

TO: KEVIN MICHAEL KEEGAN;
EILEEN CAROL KEEGAN; CAROL A.
SMITH AS EXECUTRIX OF THE ES-
TATE OF DAVID D. KEEGAN; BANK OF
AMERICA, N.A.; STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY; LOIS A. KEEGAN

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that in an Order
entered on the 24th day of April, 2017, the
Superior Court fixed the 19th day of June,
2017, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m. at Frank J. Martone, P.C., 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey, as
the time and place when and where you
may pay to the Plaintiff the amount so
found due on its mortgage as follows:

Mortgage made by David D. Keegan to
RSI Bank covering premises known as
401 Raleigh Road, Rahway, New Jersey
07065. Total amount required to redeem is
$97,259.81, together with interest from
January 17, 2017, and costs of $1,992.59.
Payment must be made in cash, cashier’s
check or certified check.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to Plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the Plaintiff be vested
with an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted at any
time up until the entry of judgment includ-
ing the whole of the last day upon which
judgment is entered.

NOTICE TO DEFENDANTS
[N.J.S.A. 2A:50-63h(2)]

Please be advised that plaintiff is pro-
ceeding under an optional procedure au-
thorized by section 11 of N.J.S.A. 2A:50-
63, which requires that plaintiff file a com-
plaint in the Superior Court of New Jersey
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 2A:50-53 et
seq. and Rules Governing The Courts Of
The State Of New Jersey; serve you with
process and a copy of the complaint in
accordance with the Rules Governing The
Courts Of The State Of New Jersey; then
proceed in accordance with the aforesaid
statute and rules to enter an order fixing
the amount, time and place for redemption
(“the redemption order”) which tells you
the “amount” required for redemption (i.e.,

the sum necessary to pay-off and satisfy
the mortgage) and the “time” and “place”
appointed by the court, when and where
redemption is to be made. The redemption
order (or a notice containing the terms and
provisions of the order) must be served on
you by ordinary and certified mail if your
address is known to plaintiff. If your ad-
dress is unknown, a copy of the order or
notice thereof must be published in a news-
paper published or circulating in the county
where the action is brought. If you do not
redeem or pay-off the mortgage, with inter-
est to date of redemption and costs
awarded by the court in the order, at the
appointed time and place set forth in the
redemption order, plaintiff has the right to
proceed to final judgment by filing an affi-
davit of non-redemption with the court and
proof of service of the redemption order (or
notice thereof) in accordance with the afore-
said statutes and rules of court. You have
the right to redeem and pay off all sums
due and owing under the mortgage, with
interest and costs, up until entry of final
judgment including the whole of the last
day upon which judgment is entered. On
entry of final judgment pursuant to the
statute you will lose your ownership and
rights to the property being foreclosed.
There is no public sale of the property
being foreclosed under the optional proce-
dure.

You may object to the optional proce-
dure and request a public sale of the prop-
erty being foreclosed in accordance with
subsection i of section 11 of the Fair Fore-
closure Act, N.J.S.A. 2A:50-63i, by sub-
mitting to the Office of Foreclosure (CN
971, Trenton, N.J. 08625), or the court, a
written request for a public sale within 30
days of the date that this order (or notice
thereof) is served on you. If you are the
owner of the property, and you are a natu-
ral person, or a voluntary transferee from
that owner, you have the right to request a
public sale without posting a cash deposit
or bond. Any other defendant requesting a
sale must post a cash deposit or bond with
the court, in an amount which is 10% of the
amount found due in the redemption or-
der, prior to the date fixed for redemption in
the order, and must pay all expenses and
costs associated with the public sale, in-
cluding but not limited to, all sheriff’s fees
and commissions. The court may dispense
with a bond for good cause shown.

Please be advised that no request for a
public sale made after 30 days from the
date of service of the redemption order will
be granted, except for good cause shown.

Frank J. Martone, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
(973) 473-3000
1 T - 5/11/17, The Leader Fee: $111.69

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-06

ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY ADOPTING THE
SOUTH AVENUE – TRANSIT
ORIENTED REDEVELOP-
MENT PLAN, PURSUANT TO
THE LOCAL REDEVELOP-
MENT AND HOUSING LAW,
N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 ET SEQ.

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood, in
the County of Union, New Jersey (the
“Borough”), a public body corporate and
politic of the State of New Jersey, is autho-
rized pursuant to the Local Redevelop-
ment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-
1 et seq. (the “Redevelopment Law”), to
determine whether certain parcels of land
within the Borough constitute an area in
need of rehabilitation and/or an area in
need of redevelopment; and

WHEREAS, on June 10, 2014, the Bor-
ough Council (the “Borough Council”)
adopted Resolution No. 14-220 authoriz-
ing the Planning Board of the Borough (the
“Planning Board”) to investigate whether
the area commonly known on the Borough
tax maps as Block 401, Lots 1-5 and Block
403, Lots 1-6 and 19-22 (the “Property”)
met certain criteria under the Redevelop-
ment Law as an “area in need of redevel-
opment”; and

WHEREAS, on May 27, 2015, the Plan-
ning Board recommended to the Borough
Council that the Property met certain crite-
ria under the Redevelopment Law as an
“area in need of redevelopment”; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 15-274, the
Borough Council designated the Property
as an “area in need of redevelopment” in
accordance with the Redevelopment Law
(the “Redevelopment Area”) and directed
the Planning Board to prepare a redevel-
opment plan for the Redevelopment Area;
and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board held
public hearings on April 18, 2016 and April
25, 2016 to review and comment on the
proposed redevelopment plan entitled
“South Avenue – Transit Oriented Rede-
velopment Plan,” (the “Redevelopment
Plan”), and at its meeting held on May 25,
2016, the Planning Board resolved to trans-
mit the Redevelopment Plan to the Bor-
ough Council with a recommendation that
the Redevelopment Plan be adopted; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board there-
after prepared additional revisions to the
Redevelopment Plan, and at a Planning
Board meeting on July 11, 2016, the Plan-
ning Board reviewed and revised the Re-
development Plan and recommended that
the Redevelopment Plan pertain only to
Block 401, Lots 1-5; and

WHEREAS, at the Borough Council’s
September 13, 2016 council meeting, the
Borough Council voted to table the vote as
to the adoption of the Redevelopment Plan;
and

WHEREAS, on March 14, 2017, by Reso-
lution 17-079, the Borough Council re-
ferred certain, additional revisions to the
Redevelopment Plan to the Planning Board
for review and comment pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7; and

WHEREAS, on April 17, 2017, the Plan-
ning Board reviewed the Redevelopment
Plan and voted in favor of the Redevelop-
ment Plan, with the additional recommen-
dation that there be a total minimum of 500
parking spaces and a ratio of 1.5 parking
spaces per residential unit, as more fully set
forth in the Planning Board’s meeting min-
utes, attached hereto as Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-7e, the Borough Council, when
considering the adoption of the redevelop-
ment plan or revision or amendment
thereof, shall review the report of the Plan-
ning Board and may approve, disapprove,

or change any recommendation by a vote
of a majority of its full authorized member-
ship and shall record in its minutes the
reasons for not following the recommen-
dations; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has
considered the recommendation of the
Planning Board that the Redevelopment
Plan include a total minimum of 500 park-
ing spaces and a ratio of 1.5 parking spaces
per residential unit, and disapproves of
such proposed requirement in favor of a
total minimum requirement of 469 parking
spaces for the project, for the following
reasons:

1) The project’s density of 298 residen-
tial units, taking into consideration 469
minimum total parking number of parking
spaces for the project, exclusive of the
dedicated parking for retail space, would
yield 412 residential parking spaces, which
is approximately 1.38 parking spaces per
residential unit and in substantial compli-
ance with the Planning Board’s parking
ratio recommendation;

2) In consideration with the additional 57
parking spaces required for the project’s
retail space, the shared residential and
retail parking spaces will yield 1.57 park-
ing spaces per residential unit, which is
greater than the Planning Board’s parking
ratio recommendation; and

3) The project represents the opportu-
nity to effectively share parking between
the residential and retail units of the project
because: (i) the peak parking hours for the
residential and retail units are opposite of
each other; and (ii) the retail parking is
immediately adjacent to the residential
units; and

WHEREAS, the total minimum parking
requirement in the Redevelopment Plan
will be 469 parking spaces for the project,
and upon review of the Planning Board’s
recommendation of the Redevelopment
Plan, the Borough Council has determined
to adopt the Redevelopment Plan with the
469 minimum total number of parking
spaces for the Project (in the form attached
hereto as Exhibit B), to ensure the suc-
cess of redevelopment within the Rede-
velopment Area in conformity with the
Borough’s redevelopment objectives.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, New Jersey
that:

Section 1. The aforementioned recitals
are incorporated herein as though fully set
forth at length.

Section 2. The Redevelopment Plan,
attached hereto as Exhibit B, is hereby
adopted pursuant to the terms of N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-7.

Section 3. A copy of this Ordinance and
the Redevelopment Plan shall be avail-
able for public inspection at the office of the
Borough Clerk during regular business
hours.

Section 4. This Ordinance shall take
effect in accordance with all applicable
laws.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 17-06, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 9th DAY OF MAY 2017, and that
Ordinance No. 17-06, will be taken up for
further consideration for final passage at
the meeting of said Borough Council to be
held at its meeting room in the Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 23rd DAY OF MAY
2017, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be inter-
ested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 5/11/17, The Leader Fee: $156.06

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Regu-
lar Garwood Board of Education meeting
scheduled for Tuesday, June 13, 2017 at
7:30 pm in the cafeteria of Lincoln School
will include a discussion and possible ac-
tion regarding the Superintendent’s con-
tract pursuant to U.S.A. 18A:11-11.

Members of the public are invited to
submit public comments. However, the
board, pursuant to U.S.A. 10:4-12(b), the
Open Public Meetings Act, shall not pub-
licly discuss matters and shall not respond
to comments made by members of the
public.

Please be aware that the subject of this
hearing retains the right of privacy and
shall retain all rights regarding defamation
and slander according to the laws of New
Jersey. The board shall not be held liable
for comments made by members of the
public.

Action may be taken.
Eric Larson SBA/BS

1 T - 5/11/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting of the
Township of Scotch Plains held on May 4,
2017, the Board memorialized the follow-
ing Resolutions:

Richard S. Fortunato, 1470 Martine
Avenue, Block 12201, Lot 20, was ap-
proved to install a 6 foot fence parallel to
Martine Avenue, perpendicular to Fields
Lane, to the right and left of the existing
single family dwelling, and at the rear prop-
erty line of the aforementioned property.

Anthony L Ginesi, Jr., 1998 Westfield
Avenue, Block 2201, Lot 12, was approved
for permission to demolish the existing
two-family dwelling and construct a new
two-family duplex at this address.

A copy of said Resolutions has been
filed in the office of the Board and/or the
office of the municipal clerk and is avail-
able for public inspection during regular
business hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 5/11/17, The Times Fee: $24.99

60+ A DIVISION (May 7)
TEAM W L
Kilkenny House 3 1
Awnings Galore II 3 2
Creative Industries I 3 2
Liberty Lighting 0 4

60+ B DIVISION
TEAM W L
DeBellis Associates 4 0
American Legion 4 0
Cranford VFW 2 3
Avengers 1 3
Creative Industries Too 0 5

Creative I 22, Awnings II 21
Trailing by one in the bottom of the

7th, Creative’s Joe DePierro (4H, 3
runs), Frank DeLuca (2H) and Rick
Wilson (2H, HR) singled to tie the
score then Steve Ferro rapped a walk-
off single for the winner. Creative (32
hits) were led by Dana Kimmel (4H,
3R), Tom Straniero (4H, 3R), Gary
Pence (3H, 2R), Geoff Polston (HR)
and Joe Massimino (3H, 2R). Bruce
Crawford (4-for-4, 4R, 6RBI, BB, hit
for the cycle), Pete Osborn (2R, 2RBI,
4 hits). Danny Mendoza (5R, 2RBI),
Tom Pasko (3R, 4RBI), Bobby
Lorincz (R, 2RBI) and Bobby
Rahnenfuhrer (3RBI) each with 3 hits
led Awnings.
Kilkenny House 12, Liberty 3

Kilkenny plated seven in seventh.
Rich Polonitza and George Manos
(3-for-3 each) led Kilkenny. Don
Miller (3 hits, scored all 3 runs), and
league rookie Stan Lesniewski (2 hits,
speedy pinch running) led Liberty.
Cranford VFW II 18, Avengers 12

Charlie Wischusen (3H, 2R, 2RBI),
and George Merlo (2B, RBI) Gerard
McDermott (3B, 3RBI) Brian
McDermott (3RBI) Joe Mitarotonda
(2RBI) Vic Trindade (2 RBI), Ken
Murray and Lou Koehler with 2 hits
each led Cranford. Doc Henley Black
(4-for-4), Robert Maley (3 hits) and
John Tomaine, Anthony Abbaleo and
Richie Krov (2 hits each) led the
Avengers.
DeBellis Associates 20, Avengers 7

“Judge John” Malone (multiple hits,
bases clearing double), John Miller,
Dave McFall, Rich Silva, Mike Hahn,
Art Martines and Jorge Barca (all
with multi-hits) and Bob Mancini
(strong pitching) led DeBellis. Ron
Horinko, Anthony Abbaleo and Rob-
ert Maley (3 hits each) and Doc Henley
Black and Richie Krov (2 hits) each
led the Avengers.
Awnings II 26, Creative Too 19

Angelo Melillo (2B, 2R, 5RBI),
Pete Osborn (2B, 3B, 4R, 3 RBI) and
Bob Bykofsky (3R, 2 RBI) with 4 hits
each, and Wally Dusko (4R, 2RBI),

Bobby Lorincz (4R, 4RBI), Tom
Pasko (3R, 2RBI) and Ray Meigs
(2B, R, 2RBI) with 3 hits apiece led
AG2.
American Legion 10, Cranford
VFW 2 8

In the top of the fourth inning, the
Legion poured across six runs. The
VFW scored twice in each of the next
two innings to draw within 9-6. The
Legion scored once in the seventh and
held off the VFW’s rally. George Merlo
had three hits for Cranford VFW.
American Legion 13, Liberty 9

At Unami Park, the LLG defense
couldn’t support a fine effort by pitcher
Bernie Burkhardt. Al Betau and Willie
Jackson (3 hits, 2 runs scored each)
led the winners.
Cranford VFW 2 27, Avengers 12

The VFW pounded 21 hits and drew
11 walks. George Merlo, Gary
Schaller, Dave Drechsel, Gerard
McDermott and Ken Murray (3 hits
each) and Vic Trindade (2 hits, sac fly,
6 RBI) led Cranford. Merlo pitched a
complete game. Bill Moore (3 hits)
and Richie Krov, and Pete Gelesky (2
hits each) led the Avengers.
Creative 41, Awnings II 23

UCSSL archivists are presently
searching to see if there has ever been
a league game with as many runs
scored. Creative pounded out 52 hits.
Perfect at the plate were: Dana
Kimmel (5H, 5R), Tom Straniero (5H,
5R), Gary Pence (5H, 5R), Geoff
Polston (5H, 5R), Frank DeLuca (5H,
2R), Rick Wilson (5H, 3R) and Brian
Williams (4H, 3R). Danny Mendoza
(6-for-6, 2 long doubles, 5R, 4 RBI),
Wally Dusko (2B, 4R, RBI) and
Angelo Melillo (HR, 3R, 3RBI) each
with 5 hits, and Bobby Lorincz (3B,
4R, 3RBI) and Tom Pasko (SF, R,
4RBI) both with 4 hits led AG2. Pete
Osborn (3H, BB, 2R, 2RBI) hit the
second of back-to-back home runs
with Melillo in Awnings’ 9-run sixth
inning outburst.

Union County Senior 60+
Softball League Results:

CF’s Hurley Named
Lax Rookie of Year
WILLIAMSPORT, Pa. – The

MAC Commonwealth’s leading
freshman goal-scorer, Richie Hurley
(Cranford) picked up the Lycoming
College men’s lacrosse team’s first
conference Rookie of the Year award
since 2001 to lead a group of three
Warriors to earn all-conference hon-
ors, the conference office in
Annville, Pa., announced on May 2.

Summit Lax Ladies Top
Westfield in UCT, 13-3
The Top-seeded Summit High

School girls lacrosse team defeated
fourth-seeded Westfield, 13-3, in the
semifinal round of the Union County
Tournament in Summit on May 3.
Sydney Paoletti scored two goals and
Hannah Liddy added a goal and an
assist for the Blue Devils. Katia
Carnevale had three goals, Julia
Szynal had two goals and two assists,
and Helen Johnson had two goals and
an assist for the Hilltoppers.
Westfield 2 1 3
Summit 9 4 13

Raiders Blank Union
In UCT Baseball, 10-0
Senior Timmy Geissel tossed a one-

hitter and permitted just one walk as the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
baseball team shut out Union, 10-0, in
five innings at Scotch Plains on May 3.
Spencer Vaughn went 3-for-3 with three
runs scored and an RBI. Jake Canavan
had two hits, three RBI and a run scored.
Pat Downey rapped an RBI triple and
scored twice. Peter Warren doubled,
singled and scored once. Peter Yarem
and Geissel both singled and scored
once. Matt Fox singled.
Union 000 00 0
Sc Pl-Fanwood 201 43 10 WF’s Bohlinger Named

Lax All-Rookie Team
SOMERSET — Freshman

attackman James Bohlinger
(Westfield) earned a spot on the All-
Rookie Team. of the Northeast Con-
ference as voted on by the league’s
head coaches. Bohlinger scored a pair
of goals at Sacred Heart, added an-
other score vs. Wagner, and recorded
his first collegiate hat trick at Mount
St. Mary’s to record six goals on the
year. After seeing time against then- 2
Maryland, then- 16 Duke, and Dela-
ware in non-conference play,
Bohlinger went on to start the final
three games of the season for the
Crimson and Gray.
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Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

Peter DiNizo
Mason & Contractor

*All Mason Work
*Waterproof Basement
*Professional Electrical

Work with Lic.

Fanwood, NJ
Office: 908-889-5771
Cell: 908-456-1258

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

PATIOS - DRIVEWAYS

WALKWAYS

RETAINING SYSTEMS

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

CUSTOM PLANTINGS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS

LAWN RENOVATIONS

908-757-4550

Guaranteed Work       Westfield, NJ      Over 33 yrs. Exp.

NURSERY/LANDSCAPE

FOUR SEASONS

ED DELLA FERA

     SHUTTERS  *  SHADES  *  BLINDS  *  WOVEN  WOODS 

     * * *  DRAPERY  INSTALLATIONS  * * * 

Serving Westfield for over 30 years 

Phone:  732 503-3316 

Email: Edellafera@Gmail.com 

BE CREATIVE...South Avenue Arts, a new art studio and gallery at 221 South
Avenue in Garwood, currently is enrolling students in grades K to 5 and 6 to 9 for
summer camp sessions beginning Monday, July 10.

Summer Arts Camp on Tap
At South Avenue Arts

South Avenue Arts, a new art studio
and gallery space located opposite
Home Depot in Garwood, brings an
artisan spirit to its utilitarian surround-
ings, creating a unique new facility
for making, learning and selling art.
Since opening its doors last fall, the
studio has completed several classes,
workshops and private events and is
currently enrolling for its first sum-
mer camp session beginning July 10.

Housed in the former Garwood VFW
post, the 3,000-square-foot studio incor-
porates many of the hall’s original fix-
tures, including a 14-foot wood and
stained glass bar that is the focal point of
the entryway. Owner Sharon Reed
repurposed vintage display cabinets,
seating and light fixtures to complete the
loft-like ambiance. The resulting space
is now more “Etsy” than “enlisted.”

A large, naturally lit classroom is at
the heart of the studio and has housed
several landscape painting and figure
drawing classes for adults. The popu-
lar children’s art classes will make
way this summer for three sessions of
camp for youth of all ages. Morning
sessions, from 9 a.m. to noon for
grades K to 5, will focus on a different
book genre each week as a departure
point for a variety of mixed-media
projects: Fantasy & Fairy Tales (July
10 to 14); Animal Stories (July 17 to
21) and Action and Adventure (July
31 to August 4). Afternoon sessions,
from 2 to 5 p.m. for grades 6 to 9, will
focus on creativity and technique with
drawing and painting projects. For a

complete schedule, please visit
southavenuearts.com/camp.

The idea for a local, shared arts
space was a longtime dream of Ms.
Reed, a Westfield resident who is an
artist herself. “The act of creating is
often a very lonely one,” said Ms.
Reed. “I envisioned this as a commu-
nal space for artists, teachers and
students to work together, exchang-
ing camaraderie and creative energy.”
Shared and semi-private studio spaces
are available for rent by the day or
month, with easels, lockers, drying
racks and clean-up space provided.

The studio houses its own gallery,
selling artwork, greeting cards, jew-
elry and gifts by local artists. Class-
room space is available for rental for
private workshops or Scout groups.
The studio is available for rental on a
limited basis for meetings, book
signings, photo shoots or social events.

South Avenue Arts, located at 221
South Avenue in Garwood, is open
Monday through Friday from 12 to 5
p.m. and Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to
noon. For additional information
about classes or rentals, please con-
tact (908) 654-ARTS (2787) or
sreed@southavenuearts.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/forms/bulletin

Women’s Health Screenings
Now Scheduled For June 5

AREA — Women due for a gyne-
cological checkup are invited to sign
up for an appointment with the Madi-
son Health Department. The check-
ups are open to all women, 18 years
and older, who live in Madison,
Chatham Borough, Chatham Town-
ship, Cranford and Springfield, in-
cluding nannies and other house-
hold employees and those without
health insurance coverage. Regular
checkups are an important part of
staying healthy.

The screening will be held at the
Madison Health Department, located
in the Civic Center, 28 Walnut Street,
Madison, on Monday, June 5, start-
ing at 10 a.m. Appointments are nec-
essary and may be made by calling
(973) 593-3079, extension no. 1. A
$25 fee may apply if a Pap test is
indicated.

This comprehensive checkup for
women will include manual breast
and pelvic exams, colo-rectal ex-
ams, blood pressure checks and edu-
cation on the technique of monthly
breast self-examination for each par-
ticipant. Dr. Rohini Jobanputra will
determine with each woman if a Pap
test is advisable for her.

Current recommendations for Pap
test frequency depend on factors such
as age, medical and screening his-

tory and gynecological concerns.
Healthy habits for women in addi-

tion to annual checkups include en-
gaging in physical activity most days
of the week, eating a nutritious diet
that includes lots of fruits and veg-
etables, and avoiding high-risk be-
haviors like smoking and not wear-
ing a seatbelt. Women are often the
caregivers for their spouses, chil-
dren and parents and forget to focus
on their own health. Research shows
that when women take care of them-
selves, the health of their family im-
proves. When women take even the
simplest steps to improve their health,
the results can be significant and
everyone will benefit.

The Madison Health Department
encourages women to sign up for the
screening and also to pass the word
along to other resident women who
may not know about this service.
Call the Madison Health Department
at (973) 593-3079, extension no. 1,
for an appointment for yourself or a
loved one. Participants should have
their physician’s name and address
ready when they call. This commu-
nity event is conducted by the Madi-
son Health Department in partner-
ship with the health departments of
Chatham Borough, Chatham Town-
ship, Cranford and Springfield.

Westfield Area Y to Host
Annual Achievers Banquet

Candace Kelley

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA, in collaboration with
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
and Plainfield Area YMCA, will host
the 19th Annual Achiev-
ers Banquet on Thurs-
day, June 1, from 7 to 11
p.m. It will take place at
The Westwood, located
at 438 North Avenue,
Garwood.

This year’s keynote
speakers are Candace
Kelley, JD, speaking on
“Why We Can’t Wait”
and Essynce Moore,
whose topic will be
“Positive Peer Pressure.”

The evening will in-
clude hors d’oeuvres,
dinner, dessert and a Tricky Tray fea-
turing many items.

The Westfield Area Y Achievers is
a mentoring and leadership program
serving Union County high-school
students. Achievers are encouraged
to develop to their fullest potential
through community partnerships and
leadership development programs.
Achievers benefit from mentoring,
college prep, tutoring and commu-
nity service programs available at
little or no cost thanks to the contin-

ued support of the local community.
The Achievers program is funded

in large part by the Annual Banquet.
Funds raised by the banquet go di-

rectly to the program and
scholarships, enabling
youth to participate for
little or no cost. Commu-
nity members can provide
support by attending the
banquet, placing a jour-
nal ad by Friday, May 19,
or serving as an Adult
Achiever.

Interested persons are
asked to visit
westfieldynj.org or to con-
tact Janice A. Carthens,
senior director, Member
Services, at (908) 233-

2700, extension no. 227 or
jcarthens@westfieldynj.org or Nadya
Lawrence, Achievers coordinator, at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 412 or
nlawrence@westfieldynj.org, for de-
tails on purchasing an ad in the Ad
Journal, to purchase a ticket to the
banquet, or to find out how to support
the leaders of tomorrow.

To learn more about Westfield Area
YMCA programs, visit
westfieldynj.org. Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.

CLASSIFIEDS
EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

PAINTING SERVICES

NJ Rio Construction
Painting/Power Washing
Residential/Commercial

Interior/Exterior
The lowest price and the best

quality service!
No job is too small or big!

Free Estimates!
(201) 214-7707

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $60.

Call (908) 654-6091

HOUSE CLEANING

Tired? No time to clean your house
or apartment? I will do it for you.
Excellent references. Free
Estimates! (862) 307-3481

CLEANING LADY

Cleaning lady with experience
and good references.  Please
call Maria and leave message.

(201) 955-0406

CLEANING LADY

Great (Ukrainian) cleaning lady
available in the Westfield/Clark area.

No job is to small or big.
Free estimates available.

I work by appointment only.
Please feel free to call

(908) 266-2866
Thank you, Mary

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

8 Temp Fruit Farmworkers
needed 6/26/17-11/15/17. Work-
ers will plant, cultivate & harvest
crops according to supervisor’s
instructions. Must have 3 months
verifiable experience pruning high
density fresh fruit apple trees &
affirmative, verifiable job refer-
ences. Random drug testing at
employer’s expense. Guaranteed
3/4 of contract hours. Work tools,
supplies & equipment provided
at no cost. Conditional housing
provided for non-commuting
workers. Transportation & sub-
sistence reimbursed to worker
upon completion of 50% of con-
tract, or earlier, if appropriate.
EOE. $12.38/hr or current appli-
cable AEWR. Raise/ Bonus at
employers discretion. Worksite
in Orleans Co. NY. Applicants
report/send a resume to the near-
est NJ Newark One Stop Career
Center office or call 973-648-3370
& ref job order #NY-1208298. A&J
Kirby Farms LLC- Albion, NY

Watson Coleman Rips
TrumpCare Passage
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.

Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th) is-
sued the following statement on the
House passage of the Republican
health care bill to replace ObamaCare.

“The premature victory lap at the
White House is the latest illustration
that this President and his backslappers
in Congress care more about politics
than the wellbeing of the constituents
they swore to protect. While at the White
House, House Republicans and the Presi-
dent celebrated the House vote for
TrumpCare – an effective slap in the
face to millions of men, women and
children nationwide. How callous and
out of touch do House Republicans have
to be to celebrate stripping health care
from more than 24 million Americans,
and reneging on pledges to protect people
with preexisting conditions? Despite
pleas from parents of children born with
pre-existing conditions, ill patients who
received life-saving care, and the hard-
working men, women and their children
who showed up at town halls nation-
wide – House Republicans insist on
these UnAmerican attacks against them.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on May 24, 2017
at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 15 Madison Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 07 Lot 4,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Mark Mintz.

The applicant requests Addition of a 2nd
driveway on the Madison Ave side of the
Property which is in violation of:

Section 184-163 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Single
Driveway; Permitted: 1; Present: 1; Pro-
posed: 2.

Section 184-115 (2) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Width Required; Permitted: 75 feet;
Present: 55 feet; Proposed: 55 feet.

Section 184-115 (4) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Front Yard Setback; Permitted: 30 feet;
Present: 28.22 feet; Proposed: 28.22 feet.

Section 184-115 (5) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Side
Yard Setback; Permitted: 10 feet; Present:
2.88 feet; Proposed: 2.88 feet.

Section 184-134 (1) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Detached Garage Setback; Permitted: 30
feet; Present: 7.58 feet; Proposed: 7.58
feet.

Section 184-134 (D2) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Side
Yard Setback; Permitted: 10 feet; Present:
1.88 feet; Proposed: 1.88 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Mark Mintz

15 Madison Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 5/11/17, The Times Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

SPECIAL MEETING

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will hold a special
meeting on May 30, 2017, at 7:30pm in
the Council Chambers in the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey to hear and decide upon the
following application for site plan approval
with c and d variance relief. Formal action
may be taken.

Country Classics at Montgomery,
LLC., 1481 East Broad Street. Applicant
is seeking preliminary and final major site
plan approval with use and bulk variances
to demolish a single family residence and
construct a total of six, age-restricted resi-
dential units, located in two separate build-
ings on the property, each containing three
residential units. Applicant is requesting
variance relief from the requirements of
the Land Use Ordinance for use, more
than one principal building on the same lot,
maximum floor area ratio or total habitable
floor area, units per acre, minimum front
yard setback, maximum building cover-
age, maximum building height, maximum
all improvement coverage, retaining wall
setback, and maximum stories permitted.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 5/11/17, The Leader Fee: $36.21
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

ADVERTISEMENT FOR RE-BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Westfield Public Schools will accept bids
for Replacement of Steam Boilers at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, 301
Clark Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090,
together with all work incidental thereto, in
accordance with the requirements of the
drawings and specifications prepared by
Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. (FVHD)
Architects-Planners, www.fvhdpc.com,
FVHD Project No. 4777E2.

Bids will be received as follows:
Single Overall Contract (C032 with C030,
C047)

Sealed Bids are due by June 6, 2017,
11:00 AM (prevailing time) to the Westfield
Board of Education, Attention of Ms. Dana
Sullivan, Business Administrator, Room
101, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jer-
sey 07090, and will be publicly opened
and read immediately thereafter. Any Bid
received after that time shall be rejected.

Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
New Jersey 08618, and may be inspected
by prospective bidders during regular busi-
ness hours.  Any bidder should contact the
Architect’s office at (609) 883-7101 to con-
firm availability of documents. The Bid
Documents may be obtained from the Ar-
chitect upon deposit of $200 (Two Hun-
dred Fifty Dollars) for each set, made pay-
able to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie. If
bidder requests documents to be shipped,
they must provide their direct shipping
account number to the Architect and a
separate non-refundable handling fee of
$25 per set payable in advance to Fraytak
Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C.  Deposits will
be refunded if the bid documents are re-
turned in whole in good condition, bound in
proper order, unmarked and returned within
ten (10) days after the opening of bids, by
a Bidder submitting a bona fide bid. All
questions must be sent only via mail or
facsimile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in du-
plicate (one original and one copy) in a
sealed:  (1) addressed to the owner, (2)
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der written on the face of the envelope, and
(3) clearly marked “BID” with the contract
title and/or bid number on the outside of
the envelope and must be accompanied
by a Certified Check, Cashier’s Check or
Bid Bond drawn to the order of the Owner
for not less than ten percent (10%) of the
amount of the bid, but in no case in excess
of $20,000; and must be delivered to the
above place on or before the hour named.
The Board of Education and the Architect

assume no responsibility for bids mailed or
misdirected in delivery.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2-33, the
bidder must be pre-qualified by the New
Jersey Division of Property Management
and Construction (DPMC) prior to the date
that bids are received if the cost of the work
exceeds $20,000. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being non-responsible to
bid requirements.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Con-
sent of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with a
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to fur-
nish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Consent of Surety shall
be executed by an approved surety com-
pany authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 2A-44-143, and 2A:44-144.

Pursuant to “The Public Works Contrac-
tor Registration Act” (P.L. 1999, c238),
Bidders and their subcontractors are re-
quired to be registered with the New Jer-
sey Department of Labor and to possess a
current certificate by said Department indi-
cating compliance with the Act prior to the
time and date that bids are received.

All contractors and subcontractors must
provide a Business Registration Certifi-
cate (BRC) per N.J.S.A. 52:32-44. The
BRC must be on file prior to the award of
the contract.

All Contractors and Subcontractors who
bid on the project must be registered pur-
suant to New Jersey State Prevailing Wage
Act, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.27 et seq.

All bidders must comply with the require-
ments Laws Against Discrimination
N.J.S.A. 10:5-1 et seq., Affirmative Action
Regulations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L.
1975, c.127), N.J.S.A. 17:27-1.1 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.8. An Initial Project
Workforce Report will be required from the
successful bidder (Form AA-201).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. “Public School Con-
tracts Law.”

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
60 days after the date set for the opening
thereof. The right is reserved to reject any
or all bids or to waive informality in the
bidding if it is in the interest of the Owner to
do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 5/11/17, The Leader Fee: $109.65

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

PROPOSALS: By order of the Westfield
Board of Education in the Town of Westfield
in the County of Union, State of New Jer-
sey, invites sealed bids for the following
projects:

Asbestos VAT/Mastic Abatement
Roosevelt School, 301 Clark Street,

Westfield, New Jersey
Proposals are to be received at the Board

of Education, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, on May 25, 2017 at
10:00 AM in the Business Office. Propos-
als may be delivered or mailed before that
time to the Secretary/School Business
Administrator, 302 Elm St, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090.

Proposals are to be stamped on the
outside of the envelope:

Asbestos Abatement
– VAT/Mastic Abatement

Roosevelt School, 301 Clark Street,
Westfield, New Jersey

The documents may be examined at the
offices of the Board of Education. Docu-
ments may be examined or obtained for a
fee of One Hundred Dollars ($125.00) non-
refundable, for each set of drawings and
specifications. The documents will be ready
for pick up on or after May 11, 2017 be-
tween 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM at the offices
of Detail Associates, Inc., 300 Grand Av-
enue, Englewood, New Jersey 07631,
phone: 201-569-6708. A site visit can be
requested by contacting the Buildings and
Grounds Department of the Westfield
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, telephone #
908-789-4400. The Board of Education
reserves the right to reject any and all bids
or proposals waives any informalities and
award contracts, which in their judgment
may be in the best interest of the Board of
Education. “Bidders are to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, C 127 (NJAC
17:27)”

By order of
Mrs. Dana Sullivan

Business Administrator
1 T - 5/11/17, The Leader Fee: $44.37

WESTFIELD
Sunday, April 23, Tyree Mills, 29, of

Newark was arrested on a Newark crimi-
nal warrant for $2,000 and Arianne
Mathison, 28, of Newark was arrested on
a Newark traffic warrant for $100 pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop in the area of
Lamberts Mill Road near Raritan Road.
They were transported to police head-
quarters, where they were processed and
released on their own recognizance by
the Newark Municipal Court.

Monday, April 24, Jonathan Bravo,
23, of Union was arrested on two out-
standing warrants from Westfield, in-
cluding a criminal warrant for $2,500
and a traffic warrant for $500 pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop on the 400
block of Mountain Avenue in
Mountainside. Bravo was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
held in lieu of posted $3,000 bail.

Tuesday, April 25, Daniel Clemens,
25, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in the
area of Prospect Street and East Dudley
Avenue. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Wednesday, April 26, Adam Socci,
27, of Linden was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop in the area of Wil-
low Grove Road and Rahway Avenue.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and re-
leased with a summons.

Wednesday, April 26, a 2008 Ford
Explorer, valued at approximately
$10,000, was reported stolen from the
driveway of a residence on the 200 block
of Kimball Avenue. The theft occurred
between 3 and 3:15 a.m. that morning.

Thursday, April 27, Darryl W. Wil-
son, 21, of Westfield was arrested on
an outstanding Westfield traffic war-
rant for $500 after being transported
to Westfield police headquarters by
Port Authority Police. He was pro-
cessed and held in lieu of bail pending
a Westfield Municipal Court appear-
ance that day.

Thursday, April 27, Alexander
Giovanello, 25, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on charges of possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug parapher-
nalia subsequent to a motor vehicle
stop at West North and West Dudley
Avenues. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
on a summons.

Saturday, April 29, Michael Peek, 25,
of North Plainfield responded to police
headquarters to satisfy an active Westfield
traffic warrant for $89. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Sunday, April 30, Matthew Weill, 18,
of West Orange was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS), described

by police as less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana, and possession of
drug paraphernalia pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at Springfield Avenue and
Mohican Drive. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased on summonses.

Monday, May 1, Luis F. Ramirez, 24,
of Valley Stream, N.Y. was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of cocaine pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Central Av-
enue and Washington Street. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with summonses.

Tuesday, May 2, Danyelle Heyward,
39, of Plainfield was arrested on three
outstanding warrants, including a
Garwood traffic warrant for $1,000, a
Piscataway traffic warrant for $603, and
a Watchung Borough criminal warrant
for $376 pursuant to an investigation on
the 100 block of Elm Street. Heyward
was transported to police headquarters
and released on her own recognizance
on the Garwood and Piscataway war-
rants. She posted the requisite bail on
the Watchung Borough warrant.

Tuesday, May 2, a blue-and-gold-col-
ored Guatemalan passport was located
near the bus stop in front of the north-side
train station on West North Avenue. The
item was secured in the police
department’s temporary evidence locker.

Tuesday, May 2, a resident of the
600 block of Downer Street located an
arrow on the front porch of her resi-
dence. It was described as a Predator
2, Model 6075 arrow with white and
yellow coloring at the tip. The item
was seized for safekeeping and stored
at police headquarters.

Tuesday, May 2, Fady Mina, 34, of
Keyport was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop on the 200 block of West
South Avenue on charges of possession
of a CDS, described by police as less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana,
and possession of drug paraphernalia.
He was issued a summons and released.

CRANFORD
Monday, April 24, Adam Czapek, 29,

of Linden was arrested on charges of
possession of a prescription legend drug
(Suboxone) and possession of a hypo-
dermic syringe after a 2010 Toyota was
stopped at the intersection of Centennial
Avenue and Raritan Road for an equip-
ment violation. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene, police located Suboxone
and a hypodermic syringe inside the
vehicle. A passenger, Czapek, was ar-
rested, processed and released pending
a Municipal Court appearance. The
driver was issued a motor vehicle sum-
mons for failing to maintain lamps.

Thursday, April 27, Edward Burozski,
47, of Garwood was arrested on charges
of possession of a prescription legend
drug (Suboxone), possession of para-
phernalia and possession of a hypoder-
mic syringe after a 2004 Chrysler was
stopped at the intersection of Centennial
Avenue and Myrtle Street for an equip-
ment violation. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene, police located Suboxone
and hypodermic syringes inside the ve-
hicle. Burozski was arrested, processed
and released pending a Municipal Court
appearance. He also was issued motor
vehicle summonses for having a view
obstruction, failure to exhibit documents

and possessing a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) in a motor vehicle.

Sunday, April 30, Sondy Hyppolite, 37,
of Clark was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI) after po-
lice were dispatched to the area of Centen-
nial Avenue and Raritan Road for a suspi-
cious motor vehicle. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police determined that
Hyppolite was driving while intoxicated.
Hyppolite was arrested, processed and
released to a family member. Hyppolite
was issued motor vehicle summonses for
DWI, failure to submit to breath testing,
delaying traffic, obstructing the flow of
traffic, careless driving and failure to main-
tain lamps.

Sunday, April 30, Andres Arevalo, 24,
of Bogota was arrested and charged with
DWI after police responded to the area of
Elizabeth and Wade Avenues on a report
of an individual sleeping behind the wheel.
Following an investigation at the scene
police determined that Arevalo was DWI.
Arevalo was arrested, processed and re-
leased to a friend pending a Municipal
Court appearance. Arevalo was issued
motor vehicle summonses for DWI and
failure to provide breath samples.

Sunday, April 30, Lamarr Drayton,
22, of Union was arrested on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
paraphernalia after a 2006 Nissan was
stopped at the intersection of Myrtle
Street and Centennial Avenue for an
equipment violation. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police located
marijuana inside the vehicle. Drayton, a
passenger, was arrested, processed and
released pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance.

Monday, May 1, Jamie Long, 37, of
Linden was arrested on charges of pos-
session of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of para-
phernalia after a 2005 Honda was
stopped at the intersection of Myrtle
Street and Bryant Avenue for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investigation at
the scene, police located marijuana in-
side the vehicle. Long, a passenger, was
arrested, processed and released pend-
ing a Municipal Court appearance. Long
also was issued a motor vehicle sum-
mons for failure to wear a seatbelt.

Tuesday, May 2, Joseph DePalma, 52,
of Hoboken was arrested on charges of
possession of CDS (cocaine), possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of paraphernalia
after police responded to the area of Quine
Street and Meeker Avenue on a report of
a suspicious motor vehicle. Units located
the 2000 Pontiac in the area. Following
an investigation at the scene, police lo-
cated cocaine and marijuana inside the
vehicle. DePalma was arrested, processed
and released pending a Superior Court
appearance.

As part of a DWI checkpoint con-
ducted within the Township of Cranford
on April 28 between the hours of 9 p.m.
and 3 a.m., the following people were
arrested:

Miguel Rosmaninho, 32, of Cranford
was charged with DWI after a 2015 GMC
was directed into a DWI checkpoint at the
intersection of Centennial Avenue and
Hayes Street. Following an investigation
at the scene, police determined that the
driver, Rosmaninho, was DWI. He was
arrested, processed and released to a fam-
ily member pending a Municipal Court
appearance. Rosmaninho was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for DWI and im-
proper window tint.

Brianna Mills, 21, of Newark was
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and posses-
sion of paraphernalia after a 2014 Nissan
was directed into a DWI checkpoint at the
intersection of Centennial Avenue and
Hayes Street. Following an investigation
at the scene, police located marijuana in-
side the vehicle. Mills, a passenger, was
arrested, processed and released pending
a Municipal Court appearance. The driver
was issued a motor vehicle summons for
improper tint.

Noel Nieves, 29, of Elizabeth, Fran-
cisco Troche, 25, of Kearny and Kevin

Gomez, 26, of Jersey City were arrested
on charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana, posses-
sion of a CDS (cocaine), possession of a
prescription legend drug (Xanax) and
DWI after a 2005 Acura was directed
into a DWI checkpoint at the intersec-
tion of Centennial Avenue and Hayes
Street. Following an investigation at the
scene, police determined that the driver,
Nieves, was DWI and also in possession
of marijuana. A passenger, Troche, was
found to be in possession of marijuana
and Xanax. Another passenger, Gomez,
was in possession of cocaine. All three
were arrested, processed and released
pending court appearances. Nieves was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
DWI and failure to submit to breath
testing.

FANWOOD
Monday, May 1, Anna Malone, 22, of

Fanwood was arrested after police ob-
served her at North Avenue and Nichols
Court. The officer had knowledge that
Malone had an active warrant out of
Fanwood. She was processed, posted
bail and released.

Tuesday, May 2, Christian Schulz, 46,
of South Plainfield was arrested on an
active warrant out of South Plainfield
after police conducted a random license
plate check on Terrill Road. Schulz was
processed, posted bail and released.

Tuesday, May 2, Bamidele Badmus,
55, of Westfield was arrested on active
warrants out of Westfield and Newark
after a motor vehicle stop at South and
Hetfield Avenues for a motor vehicle
violation. Badmus was processed, posted
bail and released.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, May 3, Gregory Bayard,

56, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of the Morris
County Prosecutor’s Office during a
motor vehicle stop. He was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Wednesday, May 3, Oluwaremi A.
Awogboro, 35, of New Brunswick was
arrested during a field investigation on
an outstanding warrant out of
Branchburg. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters and processed.

Thursday, May 4, Blake Walters, 19,
of Summit was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana pursuant to
a motor vehicle stop. He was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Thursday, May 4, a resident of the
500 block of Park Avenue reported be-
ing the victim of fraud. The victim was
contacted by an unknown individual
who requested personal bank informa-
tion, which the victim provided, and
several thousand dollars was withdrawn
from the victim’s account. The incident
currently is under investigation.

Saturday, May 6, a business located
on the 600 block of Jerusalem Road
reported the theft of heavy construction
equipment which occurred in the early
morning hours. The incident currently
is under investigation.

Saturday, May 6, a resident of the
2100 block of West Broad Street re-
ported an incident of fraud. The victim’s
bank account was accessed via a fraudu-
lent Western Union transaction and sev-
eral hundred dollars was withdrawn.
The incident currently is under investi-
gation.

Sunday, May 7, a resident of the 500
block of Victor Street reported that his
motor vehicle had been entered over-
night and several items had been stolen.
The incident currently is under investi-
gation.

Sunday, May 7, a resident of the 500
block of Willow Avenue reported that
someone had unsuccessfully attempted
to open several credit cards in the
victim’s name. The incident currently is
under investigation.

Sunday, May 7, the front license plate
on a motor vehicle belonging to a
Morristown resident was reported stolen.
The vehicle was parked overnight on the
300 block of Park Avenue. The plate has
since been entered as stolen.

Three Indicted By Jury for
Elizabeth MS-13 Homicide

COUNTY — A Union County
grand jury has returned an indictment
against three men charged in connec-
tion with a gang-related fatal shoot-
ing that took place in Elizabeth a little
more than two years ago, Acting Union
County Prosecutor Grace H. Park
announced Tuesday.

Juan Delgado and Felix Rivera,
both 18, and 21-year-old Juan Barraza
each are charged with murder, con-
spiracy to commit murder, two re-
lated weapons offenses, and gang
criminality. Barraza was additionally
charged with a count of promotion of
criminal street gangs. Delgado and
Rivera were both juveniles at the time
of the incident, but were waived up to
be tried as adults.

On April 22, 2015, Elizabeth Po-
lice Department patrol units found
the body of 18-year-old Oscar Anto-
nio Martinez Alvarez near a stretch of

railroad tracks close to the 300 block
of Court Street in Elizabeth, accord-
ing to Union County Assistant Pros-
ecutor Colleen Ruppert, who is pros-
ecuting the case. Alvarez was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, having
suffered multiple gunshot wounds.

An investigation involving the
Union County Homicide Task Force,
the Elizabeth Police Department, and
the Union County Sheriff’s Office
Crime Scene Unit resulted in the three
defendants being identified as sus-
pects in the case, and Rivera and
Barazza were arrested without inci-
dent at their Elizabeth homes on June
24, 2015. Delgado was apprehended
in Virginia a short time later and ex-
tradited back to New Jersey.

Convictions on charges of this na-
ture are commonly punishable by
terms of up to life in state prison,
according to the prosecutor’s office.

Letters to the Editor
A President Must Be Respected For
Good of the Country and the World

Rarely in American presidential poli-
tics has there been such disrespect for a
sitting President as that shown Presi-
dent Trump.

That is a tragedy because without the
respect due him the country cannot
move forward.

No one says that a President must be
loved, just that he must be respected for
the good of the country and the world.

The “comedian” who roasted Presi-
dent Trump at the White House Corre-
spondents Association annual dinner
the other night was just plain vitriolic.
And was applauded!

He called President Trump the “liar-
in-chief.”

“Historically the President usually
performs at the WHCD, but I think I
speak for all of us when I say, he’s done
far too much bombing this month.”

“The leader of our country is not here
because he lives in Moscow.”

“Do you want to know what he’s not
doing when he’s playing golf? Being
President… The longer you keep him
distracted, the longer we’re not at war
with North Korea. Every time Donald
Trump goes golfing, the headline
should read ‘Trump golfing, Apoca-
lypse delayed.’”

“You know Donald Trump does not
drink, right?...That means: Every state-
ment, every interview, every tweet,
completely sober. How is that pos-
sible?”

Perhaps President Trump’s response
should be something like the response
of FDR about his beloved dog, Fala.
“These Republican leaders have not
been content with attacks on me, or my
wife, or on my sons. No, not content
with that, they now include my little

dog, Fala. Well, of course, I don’t re-
sent attacks, and my family doesn’t
resent attacks, but Fala does resent
them.”

Yes, there is a place for satire in
presidential politics. But the problems
the country faces in this thermonuclear
age are too great for much of that.

The President is not just any leader.
He is the very symbol of American
government who must be seen abroad
by ally and foe alike as having the
respect of office that so many people
are not willing to give him.

President Trump is not alone in this.
We all know the jokes that have been
leveled about Presidents. Some people
may find them funny but at bottom they
are not funny at all. For anything that
undermines the dignity of the office of
the President of the United States of
America undermines the country.

And we’ve had a lot of undermining
lately.

Will any of the jokes about Presi-
dent Trump end poverty and hunger
and homelessness in America and re-
vive the economy and help the veter-
ans and defeat the increasingly un-
stable North Korean leader?

But it is easier to mock a President
than it is to deliberate on the serious
and often life-threatening issues that
he must confront each and every day of
his term of office.

The hardest job in the world has
gotten harder because some people
would rather mock Presidents than con-
template what they are trying their best
to do to solve the pressing problems of
the day.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

NJ Schnauzer Rescue Places Dogs
In Loving Homes of the Area

As a former Cranford resident and a
NJ Schnauzer Rescue volunteer, I feel
blessed that many of my colleagues
live in the Union County, N.J. area
including Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Cranford. NJ Schnauzer Rescue Net-
work saves many lives by uniting home-
less dogs, and also dogs heartbrokenly
separated from loving owners who re-
gret that they can no longer take care of

their pets but want them placed in lov-
ing homes via NJ Schnauzer Rescue,
with people who need and appreciate a
dog’s gifts of devotion and uncondi-
tional love. Schnauzer Rescue volun-
teers devote time to saving dogs from
shelters and puppy mills, or using their
art and literary talents to make more
people aware of the joy of being adored
by a Miniature Schnauzer.

Readers may mail donations to NJ
Schnauzer Rescue Network, P.O. Box
36, Fanwood, N.J. 07023. Newer mem-
bers of NJ Schnauzer Rescue Network
who wish to correspond with me may
write me at my e-mail address,
schnauzergirl59@gmail.com, or at my
mailing address, 286B Malvern Court
East, Lakewood, N.J. 08701.

Martha McLoughlin
Lakewood, NJ

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on May 24, 2017
at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 18 Madison Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 7 Lot 4
and 5, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Albert Kolvites, Executor of Es-
tate of Anna Kolvites and Mark & Julia
Mintz.

The applicant requests minor subdivi-
sion approval which is in violation of:

Section 184-115 E2 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: lot
width; Permitted: 75 feet; Present: 55.01
feet; Proposed: 65.11 feet.

Section 184-115 E4 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: front
yard setback; Permitted: 30 feet; Present:
28.22/21.40 feet; Proposed: 28.22/21.40
feet.

Section 184-115 E4 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: 2nd
front yard setback; Permitted: 25.39 feet;
Present: 11.77 feet; Proposed: 11.77 feet.

Section 184-134 A1 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
accessory structure - street side setback;
Permitted: 30 feet; Present: 7.58 feet; Pro-
posed: 7.58 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Albert Kolvites, Executor
1548 Brandywine Road

San Mateo, California 94402
Attorney for Applicant:
Matthew Van Natten
135-137 Main Street, Floor 1
Madison, New Jersey 07940
1 T - 5/11/17, The Times Fee: $49.47

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on May 8, 2017, for the
following applications decided upon at the
meeting held on April 10, 2017.

Jeffrey Gabriel, 118 Oak Tree Pass.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
new single family home contrary to Sec-
tions 11.05E5 and 11.05E7 of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a front yard set-
back of 20.32 feet, where 42.31 feet is
required; and to allow a rear yard setback
of 15 feet where 40 feet is required. Exten-
sion of time approved to June 30, 2017.

Mitchell & Isabel Peixoto, 762
Carleton Road. Applicants sought ap-
proval to construct an addition with a deck
contrary to Sections 11.09E5 (per 12.03D)
and 11.09E13 of the Land Use Ordinance
to allow a front yard setback of 34.1 feet,
where the minimum front yard setback
required is 37.23 feet; to allow a maximum
continuous wall length of + 38 feet, where
a maximum continuous wall length of 25
feet is permitted. Application approved with
conditions.

Frances Connors, 518 Kimball Av-
enue. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a 14 feet x 17 feet deck contrary to
Section 12.04F2 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow a building coverage of
23.2%, where the maximum building cov-
erage allowed with a deck is 22%. Applica-
tion approved with conditions.

Joshua Dunkelman, 226 South
Scotch Plains Avenue. Applicant sought
approval to construct a two-story addition
contrary to Sections 11.09E7 and 11.09E13
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow a rear
yard setback of 31.7 feet, where a mini-
mum rear yard setback of 35 feet is re-
quired; to allow a maximum continuous
wall length adjacent to a side property line
of 42 feet, where a maximum continuous
wall length of 25 feet is permitted. Applica-
tion approved with conditions.

Gordon & Wayne Holder, 324
Livingston Street. Applicants sought ap-
proval to construct a two-story addition
with a deck contrary to Sections 12.03D,
11.12E6 (per 13.02C2), and 13.02C1 of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a front
yard setback of 19.6 feet, where a mini-
mum front yard setback of 25 feet is re-
quired; to allow a side yard setback for a
deck of 8 feet, where the minimum side
yard setback for a deck  is 10 feet; to allow
a deck to be located in the side yard, where
a deck is required to be in the rear yard.
Application approved with conditions.

Neil & Hilary Brown, 543 Prospect
Street. Applicants sought approval to con-
struct an addition contrary to Section
11.07E14 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow no garage, where a one-car garage
is required. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 5/11/17, The Leader Fee: $66.30

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on May
22, 2017, at 7:30 pm., Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, First Floor Council
Chambers to hear the application of Brave
Spirits, LLC, d/b/a Darby Road Public
House, who is seeking approval for the
expansion of the restaurant for property
located at 450 & 454 Park Avenue, Block
1105, Lots 2 & 3, B-2 Zone.  The following
variances are required:

Section 23-3.11 (d) (3) (b) (d) (f), B-2
Business Zone – Off-Street Parking:

Existing/Required: Retail Business: 44
spaces. Restaurant: 37 spaces. Restau-
rant Employees: 7 spaces. Eight 2 bed-
room apartments: 16 spaces. Total Re-
quired: 105 spaces. Existing/Provided:
31 spaces.

Proposed: Retail Business: 35 spaces.
Restaurant: 53 spaces. Restaurant Em-
ployees: 9 spaces. Eight 2 bedroom apart-
ments: 16 spaces. Total Required: 113
spaces. Proposed/Existing: 31 spaces.

Section 23-3.11 (d) (1), B-2 Business
Zone – Truck Loading and Unloading
Facilities:

Required: Truck loading and unloading
facilities shall be provided on the property
in other than the front yard area in suffi-
cient amount to permit the transfer of goods
in other than a public street.

Proposed: None
The Applicant is also requesting any and

all other variances deemed to be neces-
sary at the time of the hearing, including
any other waivers, exceptions, interpreta-
tions and other relief necessary to allow
Applicant’s proposed use of the property.

The application, plans and related pa-
pers are on file in the Office of the Planning
Board and are available for inspection
during regular office hours (Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.).

All interested persons may be present
and be heard at said hearing in accor-
dance with the rules of the Planning Board.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 5/11/17, The Times Fee: $44.37

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has changed
the date of their May 8, 2017 Meeting,
due to lack of quorum. The meeting has
been rescheduled as follows:

May 8, 2017 has been changed to
May 15, 2017.

Meeting start time is 7:30 p.m.;
Room 202

In accordance with the requirements of
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (“ADA”), the Township of Scotch
Plains does not discriminate against quali-
fied individuals with disabilities on the ba-
sis of disability in its services, programs, or
activities. Anyone who requires an auxil-
iary aid or service for effective communi-
cation, or a modification of policies or pro-
cedures to participate in a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains should
contact Municipal Manager/Township of
Scotch Plains designated ADA Coordina-
tor as soon as possible before the sched-
uled event. Notifying the ADA coordinator
at least 72 hours in advance will enable the
Township to arrange for appropriate re-
sources. The ADA does not require the
Township of Scotch Plains to take any
action that would fundamentally alter the
nature of its programs or services, or im-
pose an undue financial or administrative
burden. Complaints that a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains is not
accessible to or inclusive of persons with
disabilities should be directed to Municipal
Manager/Township of Scotch Plains des-
ignated ADA Coordinator.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 5/11/17, The Times Fee: $36.72
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Tour of Notable Homes
Set for Saturday

CDC Theatre 
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OFFICIAL NOTE...Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, center, proclaims May 7 to May
14 to be Music Week. Mayor Skibitsky is pictured with Drude Sparre Crane, left,
president, and Beverly Shea, past-president, of the Musical Club of Westfield.  The
2017 theme is Music...An Adventure for Life.  The Musical Club of Westfield, now
in its 101st season, presents concerts featuring its members and offers scholarships
to promising young musicians who are majoring in music. Membership in the club
is open to anyone with an interest in music. Those wishing information about
membership in the Musical Club of Westfield as a performer or an associate
member may visit the club’s website at www.musicalclubofwestfield.org.

GETTING AN INSIDE LOOK...This fabulous new construction, a Mediterra-
nean-style villa inspired by southern European castles, is one of four magnificent
Westfield residences presented at the 2017 Tour of Notable Homes this Saturday,
May 13. For tickets and information, go to www.njfestivalorchestra.org or call
(908) 232-9400.

NJFO to Present
Season Finale

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO), under the
direction of David Wroe, closes out its
2017 season with “Battle of the Ti-
tans” at 7 p.m. on Saturday, May 20 at
the Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

“Battle of the Titans” pits classical
music giant Pyotr Tchaikovsky against
Gustav Mahler in a season finale of
bravura and epic instrumentation. The
program includes Tchaikovsky’s
cheerful and demanding cello show-
piece, “Variations on a Rococo
Theme” and concludes with Mahler’s
monumental Symphony No. 1, an exu-
berant work that will demonstrate the
orchestra’s full power.

“Mahler’s music speaks to us on a
deeply psychological level,” said
Maestro Wroe. “I think this concert
will be the dramatic high point of the
NJFO season. You won’t want to miss
a minute of this outstanding music
that will leave you with a determined
sense that the human spirit will tri-
umph. I can hardly imagine a better
way to round off what has been a
wonderful year for us.”

The orchestra will be joined by
Cuban-Chinese cellist Sophia Bacelar
as soloist for Tchaikovsky’s “Varia-
tions,” one of the composer’s most
popular pieces that reflects the 19th
Century Russian composer’s adora-
tion of the music of Mozart and his
idealized perception of the 18th Cen-
tury rococo style. The cello part is
highly virtuosic and demanding of
the soloist, becoming increasingly ex-
pansive and technically brilliant as
the variations progress.

WQXR writer and music historian,
Michael Rosin will offer a free pre-
concert lecture for ticket holders at 6
p.m. in the Presbyterian Church Chapel.
Michael’s lecture is an informative
and engaging way to learn more about
the composers and their respective
masterpieces before the concert.

Tickets for the performance cost
$28 to $76 with a special discount
price of $15 for students. For tickets
and further information go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or call
(908) 232-9400.

 WESTFIELD – The popular ben-
efit Tour of Notable Homes produced
each year by the Friends of NJ Festi-
val Orchestra (NJFO) will be held
this Saturday, May 13 between 10
a.m. and 3 p.m., according to Alicia
Barker, president of the Friends orga-
nization.

“This year we present a stylish
medley of four Westfield residences -
- each with a different history, some
with noteworthy renovations, all in
different genres with plenty of ap-
peal,” states Samantha Altieri, co-
chairwoman of the event. “What’s
more, all the homes are situated rela-
tively close together on the Westfield
north side, and although there is ample
parking at each location, tourists may
even want to consider biking from
home to home.”

People who love grand homes, and
families looking for something fun to
do together to celebrate Mother's Day
will have a treat in store. The tour
includes a gracious19th-century home
with wrap around front verandah and
magnificent architectural details; a
stunning new construction Mediterra-
nean-style villa in Indian Forest, a
remarkable Highland Avenue Colo-
nial demonstrating an intriguing use of
color throughout, and a professionally
re-imagined Wychwood address with
unique elements inside and out.

“The tour is a much-anticipated
local tradition when owners of some
of the area's finest homes generously
throw open their doors to the public –
and this wide diversity of outstanding
architecture and stylish décor must
be seen to be fully appreciated,” added
Michelle Pierce, 2017 Home Tour
co-chairwoman.

 The tour also presents live music
provided by gifted musicians from
the Junior Musical club in Westfield.
One home will also feature live musi-
cal interludes showcasing the talents
of Sebastian and Tristan Wroe, teen-
age sons of NJFO Music Director
David Wroe.

 A luxury basket raffle, door prizes
and local vendor tastings will further
complement the event according to
organizers. Additionally, two electric
Tesla performance vehicles will be

on display – the Model X crossover
and the Model S sedan, together with
a ticketed raffle "Win a Tesla for the
Day" with the drawing to take place at
close of tour. Winner need not be
present to win.

 Ms. Pierce explains that the home
tour raises key revenue for the orches-
tra. She expressed appreciation to the
homeowners for generously opening
their homes to benefit the orchestra,
which in turn adds significant value to
the Westfield community.

“The Home Tour is a critical ele-
ment of the funding mix that’s neces-
sary to operate the orchestra,” contin-
ued Music Director Wroe. “Supple-
mental fundraising is necessary be-
cause only about a third of our rev-
enue comes from the sale of tickets.
Income from the Home Tour will also
support our important educational
outreach and music therapy pro-
grams.”

Tickets for the 2017 Tour of No-
table Homes are $35 in advance, $40
on tour day. Purchase tickets online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
are also available at Baron’s Phar-
macy and Town Books in Westfield;
Christoffers in Mountainside;
Norman’s Hallmark in Fanwood, and
Periwinkles in Cranford.

For more information, go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org, call
(908) 232-9400 or visit the Friends of
NJ Festival Orchestra on Facebook.

Saint Paul’s Choir Vivaldi’s
Seasons Exceptional

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Choir
Director Charles M. Banks, on Sun-
day night, conducted the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra and St. Paul’s
Choir for the 31st Anniversary Con-
cert and the 24th concert presented
by Friends of Music at Saint Paul’s.
Mr. Banks conducted two orchestras
and two choirs simultaneously per-
forming Antonio Lucio Vivaldi’s
Summer from “The Four Seasons,”
compositions Lauda Jerusalem,
Domine ad adiuvandum me festina,
and Dixit Dominus.

Vivaldi is one of the most prolific
composers of his era, the Italian Ba-
roque. Vivaldi’s Opus 1 was pub-
lished in 1705. Vivaldi abandoned
priesthood, beginning as a violin
teacher at the Ospedale della Pieta;
an orphanage for abandoned or ille-
gitimate children. Vivaldi’s compo-
sitions utilized double orchestras,
large-scale choral works for solo-
ists, and the implementation of a
double chorus.

Brenan Sweet captivated the audi-
ence beginning the performance with
an attention grabbing violin perfor-
mance. The violin set the Italian Ba-
roque feel, heavily contrasted. Mr.
Sweet with each chord, drew the
listener in and back-out analogous
to an ocean current. Mr. Sweet dis-
played excellent precision in hitting
different notes creating a sound vola-
tility that left the audience applaud-
ing.

Mary Lynne Nielsen and
Lyssandra Stephenson, sopranos per-
formed Lauda Jerusalem, composed
in 1720. Mr. Banks conducted a
single-movement setting for two cho-
ruses with a respective solo soprano
for each. “The music was glorious
and superb, reflecting a spirit of the
times Western Civilization was flour-
ishing,” said history professor, pa-
tron, Jim Hewitt.

Domine ad adiuvandum me
Festina, occupying the opening in G
major, the composition is dispatched
with choral support. The antiphonal
potential of a double choir and or-
chestra was at its greatest in this
selection. Soloist, soprano, Rachel
Fountain performed complimenting
Vivaldi’s counter-subject. “This se-
lection was absolutely superb and
enjoyable. The soloist’s ability to

mesh so well with so much instru-
mental activity is the works of
Charles Bank’s, an excellent con-
ductor,” said parishioner Sandy
Neilson.

Dixit Domunis was the most im-
pressive orchestration with a vari-
ous performers intertwining sopra-
nos Samantha Dango and Carey
Hackett, tenor Jeremy Blossey, and
baritone David Murray. The compo-
sition was focused on empowering
and awakening the soul. “In the
brightness of the saints: from the
womb before the daystar I begot
thee,” vocalized lyrics from Dixit
Domunis.

“My The Four Seasons is excel-
lent to conduct. The composition
was lost and unknown until found in
a monastery long after Vivaldi had
passed,” said Mr. Banks.

The New Jersey Symphony Or-
chestra and St. Paul’s Choir pre-
pared such complicated pieces with
so many moving parts with only a
couple rehearsals over a two-week
period. Professional, semi-profes-
sional, volunteer musicians and vo-
calists collaborated effectively to
create such an effective rendition of
Vivaldi’s work.

Play Reading Planned
At Cranford Library
CRANFORD – On Saturday, May

13 at 2 p.m. the Theater Project will
present a reading of Seize the Day
After, a new play by Nadine Ber-
nard. The play is about a mother who
stretches the boundaries of her sci-
entific and religious beliefs to find a
cure for her son.

Ms. Bernard currently resides in
Montclair. Her plays focus on
women’s issues and current social
issues. Ms. Bernard has a B.A. from
Cornell and an M.F.A. in Theater
from Sarah Lawrence.

The Theater Project, headquar-
tered at the Burgdorff Cultural Cen-
ter in Maplewood, is an acclaimed
professional theater group and the
winner of two New Jersey Tony
Awards. Following the play reading,
the audience will have the opportu-
nity to discuss the play with Ms.
Bernard.

Admission is free and all are wel-
come. The program is sponsored by
the Friends of the Cranford Public
Library.

Fanwood Poetry Reading
Planned for May 16

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free evening of poetry read-
ings on Tuesday, May 16 beginning at
8 p.m. in the Patricia Kuran Arts
Center on Watson Road, off North
Martine Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood
Borough Hall (GPS use 75 North
Martine Avenue).

The evening’s readings will feature
two distinguished poets, Emily Vogel
and Katherine Soniat.

Ms. Vogel’s poetry, essays and
translations have recently been pub-
lished in the Paterson Literary Re-
view, Lips Magazine, The Broome
Review, Tiferet Journal, the San Pedro
River Review, Omniverse, and the
Comstock Review, among others. She
is the author of five chapbooks and
two full-length collections: The
Philosopher’s Wife (2011) and First
Words (2015); as well as a collabora-
tive book of poetry, West of Home,
with her husband Joe Weil. Emily
Vogel teaches writing at SUNY
Oneonta and Hartwick College. She
lives with her husband and their two
children.

Ms. Soniat teaches in the Great

Smokies Writers Program at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina in Asheville.
She previously taught at Virginia Tech
for 20 years and at the University of
New Orleans. Her seven poetry col-
lections include The Swing Girl
(2011), winner of the Oscar Arnold
Young Award; A Raft, A Boat, A Bridge
(2012), runner-up for The Orphic
Prize; and Bright Stranger (2016).
Katherine Soniat’s work also has been
published in Poetry, The Nation, The
Southern Review, the Antioch Review,
and other journals.

The Carriage House Poetry Series
was launched in 1998 and is now in
its 19th year at the Kuran Arts Cen-
ter, an historic Gothic Revival struc-
ture that was once a 19th-century
carriage house, hence the name of
the series. The May 16 reading is
free and open to the public. An open
mic will follow the featured perfor-
mances.

For more information, call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions, information, and to
see the 2017 Poetry Series calendar,
v i s i t
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com
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Puzzled Where To 
Eat Tonight?

SOLVED!

Bridgewater
908-580-1100

Gillette
908-580-1100

Join Us for Our Upcoming Events

Saturday, May 20, 2017 at 7pm  
The Presbyterian Church, 
Westfi eld

Sunday, May 21, 2017 at 3pm   
The Concert Hall, 

Drew University, Madison

TCHAIKOVSKY
Variations on a Rococo Theme

Sophia Bacelar, cello

MAHLER
Symphony No. 1 “Titan”

SCARMOLIN
Overture on a  Street Vendor’s Ditty

www.njfestivalorchestra.org
908 232 9400

TICKETS $28-$76  
Students $15

  

  Thinking Of  Selling your Home this Spring  ...Call Susan 

Susan Massa Broker CRS  SRES ABR     908-400-0778          www.Njhomeshowcase.com     susan@susanmassa.com 
  908 233-8502 x  455 
  188 Elm St Westfield 

     What’s your home Worth ? Call Me  908-400-0778   

Premier Agent 

There’s Something Crazy at
Community Players’ Show

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – One of 20th century
fiction’s most memorable “psychopaths”
was hauled into an insane asylum last
week in the Westfield Community Play-
ers’ production of One Flew over the
Cuckoo’s Nest by Dale Wasserman. And
although this main character is a brash,
egotistical guy who is repeatedly ar-
rested for being drunk and disorderly,
we can’t help but root for him.

When Randle Patrick McMurphy
(Sean Eugene Lough) is arrested, he
opts to act “crazy” to avoid being sent
to the work farm. Unfortunately, he’s
put into a mental asylum at a time when
electro-shock therapy and lobotomies
were something that some of the medi-
cal world accepted as necessary to con-
trol behavior. That’s a bit of foreshad-
owing and spoiler alert all in one.

McMurphy, whose initials are RPM
(think revolutions per minute) enters
this world of a mental hospital  like a
tornado. Because he is a loud-mouthed
agitator, he revs up the patients in a
drug-induced docile environment; he
spreads rebellion and critical thinking
amid hijinks. He wins over the inmates
as well as Doctor Spivey (Peter Curley)

with his frankness, humor and bragga-
docio, but not the infamous Nurse
Ratched (Faith Dowgin), an ice queen.
The nurse’s personality is suggestive of
a ratchet wrench that goes only in one
direction. She’s not cajoled or impressed
by McMurphy’s “charming” antics.

Basically, the show is a power struggle
between the rule breaker and the rule
maker, with the patients see-sawing
between rebellion and submission.
When McMurphy asks the patients why
they put up with the nurse’s verbal
abuse, he learns that they basically have
been brain-washed into compliance.

Director Ken Webb has assembled a
team of accomplished actors who suc-
cessfully create a microcosm. It’s a
fascinating conglomeration of person-
alities that sometimes feed off each
other’s neuroses. The line-up includes
the frail Billy Bibbit (Adam Ziering), a
sensitive stutterer who is afraid Miss
Ratched will tell his mother about any-
thing and everything he does. Like a
little bunny rabbit, Billy is diminutive
in nature. Mr. Ziering gives an unfor-
gettable performance as Billy, with the
character’s stuttering that seems to
come, incredibly, from his toes and
resonates through his entire body.

The smartest of the inmates is Dale

Harding, played by David Goldstein,
who stands up to McMurphy by telling
him how great Ratched is. But by the
time he is finished championing her, he
dissolves into a tearful mess when he
recognizes that the men are being pitted
against one another by her.

Chief Bromden (Paul Arfanis) serves
as the narrator with an interior mono-
logue to his father. Throughout the two
acts, with the help of special lighting by
Ed Whitman, he talks to his unseen
father about the machinery of the world
that dehumanizes the population. Mr.
Arfanis is perfectly cast as the chief
who feels he is small and weak although
in size and stature he dwarfs everyone
around him.

Joe Leo’s characterization of
Cheswick is fascinating. The
playwright’s notes speak of Cheswick’s
“fluttering hands” and Mr. Leo has
realized the fragility of his character
through his hands, his hunched shoul-
ders and his scrunched face.

All the actors have developed be-
lievable idiosyncrasies for their charac-
ters like pulling on an ear, jiggling a leg,
rocking in a stationary chair or fum-
bling with their hands. That’s a nod to
their individual talent as well as good
direction so that it’s not overdone to the
point of distraction.

Nurse Ratched’s creamy voice and
countenance belie her true intent. Ms.
Dowgin doesn’t make the character
quite as evil or scary as some others
who have played the role, but in the end,
this nurse gets what she wants.

The play’s success, like the movie
starring Jack Nicholson, hinges on the
strength of McMurphy. Mr. Lough is
certainly up for the challenge of this
iconic role and makes it his own.
McMurphy has his loyal followers on
the ward and by the end, we all become
his staunch supporters as well.

For tickets, times and more informa-
tion, call (908) 232-1221.

Cranford Dramatic Club’s Musical
Nine to Five Strikes a Happy Chord

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – We all need some
escapism from time to time and
Cranford Dramatic Club’s latest of-
fering that opened last Friday night is
just what the doctor ordered as a
spring tonic.  9 to 5: The Musical,
with music and lyrics by Dolly Parton
and book by Patricia Resnick, is based
on the 1980 hit movie. Set in the late
1970s, this madcap story of new found
friendship and revenge is a comic
show with a country, homey feel.

Pushed to the boiling point, three
female coworkers are fed up with
their egotistical, sexist, bigoted boss.
Violet, who was played by Lily Tomlin
in the film version, is played by CDC
veteran Melissa Timpson. Judy, who
was played by Jane Fonda, is now
played by Kara Wilson, and Hannah
Schroeder takes the Dolly Parton role
of Doralee. They give their boss, Mr.
Hart, originally played by Dabney
Coleman now portrayed by Richard
Colonna, his due through revenge
fantasies and then actually wind up
kidnapping him. Their makeshift plan
doesn’t work out exactly the way they
hoped, but the ever-adaptive trio
makes it work.

There’s a bit of cheesy humor at
times, but we buy it because we rec-
ognize a despicable boss when we see
him. And there’s something delight-
fully satisfying about giving a person
a taste of his own medicine. Hart’s an
insufferable prig whose condescen-
sion towards his female office staff

and specifically against Violet is too
much to take. He’s the jerk who
spreads lies that he’s sleeping with
his well-endowed secretary Doralee.
Of course, in today’s world, that sexual
harassment wouldn’t be endured with-
out a trip or two to Human Resources
to file a complaint.

Along this farcical journey with
caricatures who are straight from de-
cades ago, there is social commen-

tary. Equal pay for women, merit pro-
motions, job sharing and day care are
part of the reforms that the three gals
want from their company. And when
Mr. Hart is unwillingly “detained”
from his job for a month, the gals
revamp the company with compas-
sion and empathy for those issues.

Each of the three stars of the show
has her moments to shine. Ms.
Timpson’s strong presence in Violet’s
song “One of the Boys.” Ms.
Schroeder has fun in “Backwoods
Barbie” and Judy’s independence
declaration is rendered thrillingly in
Ms. Wilson’s “Get Out and Stay Out.”
(Remember this time is ripe with
women’s liberation indignation.)

A couple of other scene stealing

characters include Roz, (Arlene Britt)
as an adorably love struck old maid
(sporting great costumes by Dan
Schulz), Mr. Colonna in “Here for
You” proudly displaying lecherous
innuendos and Jason Cilento as Joe in
the sweet “Let Love Grow” duet with
the versatile Ms. Timpson.

The seven-piece orchestra, bril-
liantly conducted by keyboardist Tho-
mas Rodgers, is located upstage, out
of sight. Even though they are un-
seen, the wonderful, strong back beat
is felt throughout the small audito-
rium. On opening night, the micro-
phones of the lead girls, though,  were
set too high and their higher tones
came off as shrill and screechy. By
Act II, a better balance seemed to
have been stuck.

The Cranford Dramatic Club’s
unique stage that houses two side
thrusts are smartly decorated (by
Christopher Abbott) as Franklin Hart’s
office and Violet’s homely apartment.

The team of producer Alan Van
Antwerp, director/co-musical direc-
tor Clifford Parrish and co-musical
director Tom Rodgers has assembled
a noteworthy cast for this show. Every-
one on stage has a ball and so does the
audience. As the longest continuously
producing community theatre in the
State of New Jersey, Cranford Dra-
matic Club’s know for making smart
choices. Their choice of this musical is
one that leaves the audience humming
the title song all the way home.

The production runs Saturdays,
May 13 and 20 at 8 p.m. and Sunday,
May 14 at 2 p.m.

The Cast of 9 to 5

GROUP COUNSELING...In Westfield Community Players' production of One
Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest, Nurse Ratched (Faith Dowgin) warns patient Randle
P. McMurphy (Sean Eugene Lough), far right, about the consequences of his
leading the men in rebellion at the mental hospital. The play, that encompasses
both tragedy and hilarity, continues weekends through May 21.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One huge inning blew apart a
tight game and the fifth-seeded
Cranford High School softball
team reaped the benefits with
nine runs in the bottom of the
fourth to defeat the 13th-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders,
11-1, in the quarterfinal round of
the Union County Tournament
(UCT) at Adams Field in Cranford
on May 3. The victory advanced
the 9-4 Cougars to the semifinals
to face the top-seeded Governor

Livingston Highlanders, who
edged Summit, 2-1.

The 6-7 Raiders came into the
contest riding a four-game win-
ning streak, which included
knocking off Roselle Catholic, 15-
0, in the UCT preliminary round
then toppling fourth-seeded
Roselle Park, 4-1, to face the
Cougars.

“We put together four straight
wins. Unfortunately it had to end
today but we get a chance to
come back tomorrow and be 3-1
at the end of the week, so that’s

what we are going to shoot for
now,” Raider Head Coach Jess
Hulnik said.

Cougar Brenna Dolan and
Raider Zoe Cardenas were locked
in a pitchers’ duel for the first
three innings. Dolan yielded three
singles and a walk during that
span and Cardenas also allowed
three singles, while walking four
batters but the Cougars held a
slim 2-1 lead. Dolan allowed just
one more hit and one more walk
and finished the game with five
strikeouts. Cardenas was relieved
by Jessica Waltzak midway
through the fateful fourth inning.

“I’ve been focusing on control-
ling my spin and not going too
crazy and keeping the ball low.

That paid off today. I feel like the
team’s really got my back. I know
I feel confident letting the ball
getting hit in the infield,” Dolan
said.

Jillian Skalski and Liz Cassazza
have been very successful all
season with the bat, as they

were against the Raiders, but
recently more Cougars have been
getting into the act, which in-
cluded Jayna Mallon with the
singles and Taylor Reitzel with
the long balls. Mallon went 2-for-
3, including a two-run single in
the fourth, and Reitzel, who
launched a pair of home runs in a
recent game against Colonia,
rapped a two-run double, also in
the fourth.

“It feels awesome. I put a lot of
work into it so I see the results
are really great. It’s a lot of pres-
sure but once you get out of your
own head and stop thinking about
it, and the results are pretty
awesome,” Mallon expressed.

“There’s a lot of momentum
and a lot of girls are starting to
pick up on it and doing really

SKALSKI GOES 4-FOR-4, 3 RBI; MALLON 2 HITS, 2 RBI; DOLAN FANS 5; DiGIACOMO 2 HITS

Cougars Plate 9 in 4th, Down Raiders in UCT Softball, 11-1

Reading is Good For You
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well,” Skalski said.
Skalski had four singles and

three RBI, while scoring once,
and Casazza tapped a pair of
singles, walked and scored all
three times.

“I think that the hits in the
beginning of the season are start-
ing to add up and I am becoming
more confident at the plate. It’s
really carrying over,” Skalski said.

“They continue to work hard in
practice every day. They know
they can’t take a day off, espe-
cially defensively because that
had been hurting us in a few
games in the middle of the sea-
son. So we honed in on the de-
fense and they are doing a good
job with that,” Cougar Head
Coach Heather Wolf said.
“Throughout the season we have
been switching girls in-and-out
and kind of finding a rhythm. I
feel one through nine their bats
are pretty solid.”

The Raiders threatened in the

top of the first inning. Julia
DiGiacomo, who finished 2-for-3
with the team’s only RBI, reached
on an error and Hannah Lyman
walked with one man out. After
Dolan fanned the next batter,
Lexi Brunetto plopped an infield
single right behind the mound to
load the bases but the next bat-
ter went down on strikes.

The Cougars scored an un-
earned run in their half of the
inning. Tessa Ferentinos, who
would score three times, drew a
walk, Skalski hopped a single
past short and Sarah Gluck
walked to load the bases with
two outs. Mallon’s grounder to
third was mishandled and
Ferentinos scored. The Raiders
tied the score in the second when
Cardenas singled and scored off
Julia DiGiacomo’s single over
third. The Cougars immediately
retook the lead, 2-1, when
Cassazza and Ferentinos both
walked and Skalski scorched an

RBI single by third.
Dolan retired six straight bat-

ters to allow the Cougars to come
to the plate in the fourth. Casazza
led off with a fading single to
center, which would be the first
of 14 plate appearances in the
inning that would yield seven
hits, two walks and two errors.
Reitzel would whack her two-run
double down the right field line
and Mallon would poke her two-
run single to center. Ryan Belliot

and Skalski added RBI singles
and Christina Ilkow added an RBI
groundout.

The Raiders tried to prolong
the game in the fifth. Julia
DiGiacomo looped a one-out
single to left and Angie DiGiacomo
walked but Dolan got the next
two batters to ground out.

“We hung around a long time
today for being a little off. I thought
we had some better games but I
though we fought really well for
being just a little bit off. Then it
got away. They are a strong team.
If you are going to beat them, you
have to be on all the way around,”
Coach Hulnik said.

The UCT semifinal game with
Governor Livingston would be
held on May 6 in Linden and it
should prove to be very competi-
tive since the Cougars edged the
Highlanders, 2-1, earlier in the
season.

“I think we have the capability
of beating them if we keep doing

what we are doing and have the
confidence that we have now,”
Mallon said.

“We are both two really great
teams and we are both going to
do our best. It’s going to be a
great game to see who come out
on top,” Skalski said.

“Confidence is always a thing
with them. They have been re-
ally good with picking each other
up. This team is an awesome
group. They are so positive with
one another. When one girl gets
down on herself, they are so
quick to pick the next up,” Coach
Wolf said.

“We’re ready. We definitely built
up our confidence. We’ve had a
little bit of an up-and-down sea-
son. I know [pitcher] Alana’s
[Namit] going to bring her game
and her team’s going to bring
their game. It’s going to be a
showdown,” Dolan said.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 010 00 1
Cranford 110 9x 11

Cougars Plate 9 in 4th; Down Raiders, 11-1, in Union County Tourney Quarterfinal

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

more photos next page



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, May 11, 2017

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Cougars Plate 9 in 4th; Down Raiders, 11-1, in Union County Tourney Quarterfinal

more photos next page



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-4  Thursday, May 11, 2017

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Cougars Plate 9 in 4th; Down Raiders, 11-1, in Union County Tourney Quarterfinal



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, May 11, 2017

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Union Catholic Vikings Place First, Blue Devils 2nd at Union County Girls Relays
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Cougars Scrape Out Run in Eighth to Edge Raiders, 3-2, in UCT Semifinal Round
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Blue Devil Nine ‘Overpowers’ Crusaders in Union County Tourney Semifinal, 15-4
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough
council announced Tuesday night
that the municipality had been
awarded a $25,000 Union County
Senior Focus grant.

“The grant can help beautify,
restore facilities, addresses ac-
cessibility needs, and other capi-
tal expenditures to better the
lives of senior citizens in
Garwood,” Council President Sara
Todisco said.

Garwood has applied for the
county’s 2017 Infrastructure and
Municipal Aid Matching Improve-
ment Grant. A total of $1.5 mil-
lion is available for the 21 mu-
nicipalities in Union County. In-
frastructure grant money can
assist projects including road
repairs, community enhance-
ment, large and small construc-
tion projects, downtown devel-
opment, master plan, feasibility
studies and other economic de-
velopment plans.

“Grants are an excellent cost-
free way for Garwood to enhance
its community and development.
As a council we are very excited
about being awarded the one
grant and applying for the other,”
said Mayor Charles Lombardo.

The council unanimously ap-
proved resolutions supporting
state legislative bills A-4666 and
A-4667. Bill A-4666 proposes
putting a freeze on all afford-
able-housing litigation through
2017. Bill A4667 would establish
an affordable-housing obligation
study commission. The commis-
sion would have elected officials
and other relevant officials de-
ciding appropriate municipal
housing obligations instead of
judges.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
and Councilman Joseph Sarno
proposed the resolution. “New
affordable-housing obligations

are a part of an activist agenda
and a burden to many communi-
ties across the state. Our Legis-
lature is not trying to stop it or
even consider revising the sys-
tem in light of all the litigation
and inconvenience it has cre-
ated,” Ms. Cuccaro said.

“I completely agree with Ms.
Cuccaro; support from all sur-
rounding municipalities’ officials
to our state representatives is
essential in stressing how inva-
sive of an issue this is to each
borough,” Mr. Sarno said.

The borough council approved
in a 4-to-1 vote a resolution
adopting the South Avenue-Tran-
sit Oriented Redevelopment Plan,
pursuant to the Local Redevel-
opment and Housing Law. Ms.
Cuccaro voted no.

During the public part of the
meeting, Garwood Board of Edu-
cation member Sal Piarulli, a
former candidate for mayor,
spoke before the mayor and coun-
cil.

“I am here to briefly mention
and represent Garwood’s Board
of Education. As a board we are
concerned with rising burdens
new housing developments will
have on our taxpayers by strain-
ing our school system’s re-
sources,” Mr. Piarulli said.

“An official correspondence will
be organized between council and
the board of education. The issue
is important and we will address
what can be done to protect the
school system and taxpayer,”
Mayor Lombardo said.

Griffith Painting was awarded a
contract to repaint the decora-
tive light pole and clock painting.
Griffith Painting bid the lowest at
$5,300.

“Much due diligence has been
completed in assuring the clock
can be restored at lowest cost.
The project beautifies our town

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation, on Monday night, intro-
duced a policy for bag inspection
at board-sponsored, extracur-
ricular events, such as Cranford
High School football games, bas-
ketball games, wrestling matches
and commencement exercises at
the request of the Cranford Po-
lice Department (CPD).

The policy is meant to promote
a safe environment by enhanc-
ing safety and security at such
events. It limits and restricts the
size and types of bags that are
permitted. Bags permitted in-
clude: a clear bag no larger than
12 inches by 15 inches by three
inches; a small clutch or wristlet
no larger than four inches by six
inches by one inch, with or with-
out a strap; bags containing
medically necessary items for
that attendee’s assistance, and
diaper bags. The board encour-
ages attendees not to bring any
bags.

While attendees can bring loose
items, including cameras and bin-
oculars, camera bags and bin-
ocular bags are not permitted.
Seat cushions must not have any
zippers or pouches and must not
exceed 18 inches wide.

A coat, blanket, mobile device,
and baby carriers and strollers
are permitted.

The board will adopt the policy
at its Monday, May 22 meeting.

Since the police department
first approached the board of
education about a bag inspection
at football games some eight
months ago, the board had met
and discussed how to incorpo-
rate all of the stakeholders’ con-
cerns into the policy, Board Vice-
President Lisa Carbone said. “The
CPD said it was important based
on what’s going on in the world
today and based on what has

happened, unfortunately, even
close to home, the past year
even; they said this is something
we should consider,” Ms. Carbone
said. Moreover, it will act as a
deterrent, she said.

Ms. Carbone said other school
districts have been interested in
seeing Cranford’s policy on bag
inspection. “It will become a best
practice,” she said.

About $10,000 in grants were
given to the school district. They
include: A Learning and Leader-
ship grant of $5,000 from the
NEA Foundation to Lorraine Mad-
den, literacy coach, to provide
district-wide language arts pro-
fessional development. Three
Union County Kids Dig In grants
of $3,000 funded by the Union
County Open Space, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund were awarded to Lincoln
School, Hillside Avenue School
and Walnut School. Two grants
from the Museum of Science,
Boston, funded through the En-
gineering is Elementary project
of the National Center for Tech-
nological Literacy, totaling
$2,500, were awarded to Vincent
Basciano and Lori Talbot, elemen-
tary-school teachers at Hillside
Avenue School, to provide for
attendance at a professional de-
velopment workshop at the Mu-
seum of Science, Boston.

FOSS Next Generation Science
Program kits for use in kinder-
garten to grade 5 in the 2017-
2018 school year were approved
in a contract between School Spe-
cialty, Inc. and Delta Education
LLC and the school district for a
contract price of $146,254.

The board of education is to
discuss with an allergy commit-
tee a potential policy on what
types of food can be brought into
the schools for special occasions,
Ms. Carbone said. Currently, each
school has its own policy. “We

Cranford Board of Ed. Introduces
Bag Policy for School Events

are looking to see what we can
do across the district that makes
sense and is not too restrictive,”
Ms. Carbone said.

In her Superintendent’s Report,
Superintendent Marilyn
Birnbaum gave special attention
to students who received awards,
including Cranford High School
(CHS) student Kelly Drake for
her award given by the Interna-
tional Career Development Con-
ference; the CHS Cranford Youth
and Government Club, which won
Premier Delegation, as well as
six students in the club; Thomas
Armstrong was a semifinalist at
the New Jersey Business Idea
Competition, among a long list of
other awards.

Cranford Police Detective Kelly
Rieder gave an update to the
board on PROJECT ALERT, a
middle-school program focusing
on why kids say yes to drugs,
alcohol and cigarette use. Eighth
graders received a refresher on
what they learned about it in
sixth grade. “We want to remind
them before they get to high
school…before they have all those
new pressures, because they will
have them,” Detective Rieder
said.

Personnel approvals, termina-
tions, retirements and resigna-
tions were approved by the board.

The board made a decision that
an incident was deemed as non-
Harassment, Intimidation and
Bullying (HIB), Board President
Kurt Petschow, Jr. said. The board
met in executive session Monday
to discuss the student matter,
and rejected it as HIB in respect
to two separate students, Mr.
Petschow said.

The board’s next meeting on
May 22 will serve as a
reorganizational meeting when
the board will pass a long list of
resolutions for the 2017-2018
school year.CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood Applies For
Infrastructure Grant
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and is needed. The process is a
bit too complex for a team of
passionate volunteers, and
Griffith priced $3,000 less than
the manufacturer’s suggested
price,” said Ms. Todisco. “When
accounting for labor and spe-
cialty paint, the price is logical
and very competitive. Especially
to what other towns across Union
County pay,” Councilman Sarno
said.

The council unanimously ap-
proved two separate resolutions
enabling a municipal garbage
disposal truck purchase for a to-
tal of $183,000.

“This seems to be a lot of money.
What is the process used to de-
termine whether or not the value
we paid is correct?” resident
Bruce Paterson asked.

Borough Administrator/Clerk
Christina M. Ariemma replied,
“The borough uses a public bid-
ding process to sell and purchase
the equipment. We engaged two
separate purchases for two sepa-
rate parts to build the truck to
achieve the lowest price pos-
sible.”

A resolution supporting the fed-

eral Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) program was
approved by the council, but with
a 3-to-2 vote. Ms. Cuccaro and
Mr. Sarno voted against the reso-
lution. The CDBG is a national
program that has been elimi-
nated from the President’s Fiscal
Year 2018 budget process. Pro-
posed resolutions are circulating
throughout the country at mu-
nicipal meetings to garner na-
tional support for funding rein-
statement.

“I believe the program has ex-
orbitant waste attached to it and
needs revision. The funding does
not provide effective solutions for
spending tax dollars for low-in-
come housing. The way dollars
have been spent to fund state
projects is evidence of wasteful
spending; supporting my reason-
ing for a no vote,” Mr. Sarno said.

Garwood Applies for Grant

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board voted last Wednesday to
approve hiring a planner to study
North Avenue in the downtown
area between the Riverside Inn
and Bar Americana on the east-
bound side, and from the gas
station on the corner of Spring-
field Avenue to Puff & Stuff on the
westbound side to see if the area
can be designated as either an
area in need of redevelopment
or an area in need of rehabilita-
tion. Affordable-housing obliga-
tions would be incorporated into
the overall plan, said Mayor Tho-
mas H. Hannen, Jr., a member of
the board.

“It is time to make…the North
Avenue entranceway look like

what has been done on the south
side,” Mayor Hannen said.

The area has a slate of busi-
nesses and restaurants that
would not be forced to sell their
property, Mayor Hannen said
upon planning board member Ann
Steinbach’s inquiry. She went
further to ask about Chapman
Bros. Plumbing and Heating’s
recent approval to construct new
apartments above its business,
which is located in the middle of
this strip, and how this would
affect their plans.

“I don’t believe there is any
willingness or desire on the part
of the township committee to
compel any current business
owners to do anything,” Mayor
Hannen said.

“But at the right price they may
choose to,” Board President
Kathleen Murray said.

The mayor said the township is
looking to pursue a developer to
redevelop this area, with one
idea being mixed use with busi-
nesses on the ground level and
apartments above. The number
of stories, density, design ele-
ments and other zoning regula-
tions would be determined by
the planning board, he said.

“The advantage of this here is
the proximity of the train station,”
Mayor Hannen said. Commissioner
and planning board member Ann
Dooley also proposed a hotel use

Cranford Downtown North Avenue Fate,
Abandoned Property Discussed

as something the planning board
could consider.

Referring to the Riverfront at
Cranford Station development on
South Avenue, that Mayor
Hannen said is the benchmark
for the redevelopment of North
Avenue downtown, Ms. Steinbach
said, “the parking is
atrocious…you can’t park in the
back unless you’re disabled.”

“Our schools are at capacity.
Can we afford to put any more
apartments in?” Ms. Steinbach
asked.

“There is also something com-
ing up on Walnut,” Ms. Steinbach
said.

Among this area along North
Avenue is what is known as the
MDTV building and the parking
lot that the township purchased
at the end of 2015. At the time of
the purchase township officials
said they had planned to resell
these properties. Ms. Steinbach
inquired about the current mar-
ket of these properties.

“The idea is it is not a great sale
by itself,” Board Vice-President
Bobbi Anderson said.

Two or three developers have
said they would like to purchase
these properties, the mayor said,
but the township committee had
decided to wait to sell until the
planning board has set forth a
plan for redevelopment or reha-
bilitation because it is a gateway.

In other business, Zoning Of-
ficer Ron Johnson handed out a
draft of goals and objectives for
the zoning office. “We want to
see Cranford succeed with the
new planning and zoning office,”
said Mr. Johnson, who recently
was hired by the township.

Also, he said the Land Use ordi-
nance needs to be reviewed and
edited. “I keep finding things
wrong with it, major things that
are wrong that need to be

First Responders Rescue
Nursing Home Patients

CRANFORD — On May 3, at
7:39 p.m., the Cranford Police
Department Communications
Center received a 911 call re-
porting an active fire at a
Birchwood Avenue nursing fa-
cility.

Officers who first arrived on the
scene observed heavy smoke
coming from the facility. The two
officers were informed by staff
members that two patients were
trapped in a first-floor room. As
the officers approached the room
from the exterior, they could hear
the occupants screaming for help.
The officers were able to forcibly
enter the structure by breaking
the window of the room, and
subsequently evacuate the oc-
cupants through the window to
awaiting staff members.

Additional Cranford Police De-
partment patrol units and
Cranford Fire Department appa-

ratus arrived on scene. Police
and fire personnel worked to-
gether to evacuate the remain-
ing patients in the effected area.
The fire department determined
that the cause of the fire origi-
nated from an air conditioning/
heating unit mounted inside one
of the rooms.

Detective Thomas Stiansen and
Officer Gregory Federici, the re-
sponding officers, suffered smoke
inhalation, and were transported
to St. Barnabas Hospital in West
Orange where they were treated
and released. In addition, four
patients of the facility were trans-
ported to area hospitals for evalu-
ation.

“The heroic efforts of the offic-
ers involved in this incident, and
the collaborative teamwork put
forth by police and fire services,
undoubtedly saved lives,” Police
Chief James Wozniak said.

Co. Historical Soc.
To Honor Students

CRANFORD — The Union County
Historical Society will hold its
annual Student Awards meeting
on Sunday, May 21. The meeting
will be at 2 p.m. at the Hanson
House, located at 38 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford.

As in past years, the Society
will recognize the achievements
of outstanding senior history stu-
dents selected from applicants
from high schools throughout the
county.

All are invited to this special
meeting. Refreshments and so-
cial time will follow the program.

Probitas Verus Honos
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changed yesterday,” he said.
A recent application that will be

coming before the zoning board
of adjustment for 107 Walnut
Avenue will be asking for an in-
terpretation of the zoning law to
be done by the zoning board of
adjustment, Mr. Johnson said.
An amendment of the Land Use
ordinance, he said, could halt a
need for such applications.

Mr. Johnson suggested that the
ordinance be reviewed by sub-
ject with priority given to those
that are most likely to be seen by
the zoning and planning boards.

He also handed out a sheet en-
titled Quick Facts that lays out the
reexamination of the master plan.

“Having the community involved
in what is really their master plan
document…maybe they should
have a say,” Mr. Johnson said,
suggesting there be special meet-
ings for the residents to have
input in the master plan.

Mr. Johnson also said he is in-
terested in creating an interac-
tive flood zone map, where people
can search right on the site and
find out if they are in a flood zone.

An Abandoned Property Reha-
bilitation Act was introduced at a
recent township committee meet-
ing, Commissioner Dooley said.
“It is a law that is part of state law
and introduced after Hurricane
Sandy,” she said, that allows the
township to “take possession and
control of someone’s property” if
it has been abandoned for six
months or longer. It also applies
to bank-owned homes and those
under foreclosures.

The Act is focused on residen-
tial properties, not commercial
properties, she said. “Although it
does contemplate mixed-use, if
it is two-thirds residential it would
apply to that property,” she said.

“It is to prevent blight in par-
ticular neighborhoods,” Ms.
Dooley said.

Centennial Village Group
Announces Annual 5K

CRANFORD — The Centennial
Village Group will host its sev-
enth annual Velocity 5K Race on
Sunday, June 4. The chip-timed
race starts at 9 a.m. and pro-
vides a flat tour of part of
Cranford’s south side, beginning
at Lincoln School on Centennial
Avenue and looping through Cen-
tennial Village and Mohawk Park.

The top three male and female
runners overall will receive a prize
and medals, and awards will be
given to the top three males and
females in the following age
groups: 14 and under; 15 to 19;
20 to 29; 30 to 39; 40 to 49; 50
to 59; 60 to 69, and 70 and older.
Additionally, there will be a prize
awarded for best decorated
Cranford spirited stroller, along
with a raffle for prizes from local
businesses in which all runners
will automatically be entered.
Local vendors a toute heure and
Fresh Press Juice Co. will provide
post-race snacks.

Last year’s race attracted more
than 150 runners from Cranford
and surrounding towns. Partici-
pants in the family-friendly race
ranged from high-school stu-
dents, to parents with children in
strollers and senior citizens. Resi-

dents along the route came out
to support the runners, cooling
them down with mists of water
and shouting to cheer them on.
The Centennial Village Group
expects an even larger turnout
of runners and supporters for
this year’s race.

To pre-register for the 5K, visit
racenj.com/Centennial. Pre-reg-
istration is open until Sunday,
May 21. The fees are $25 for
adults and $15 for youth age 18
and under, and includes a tech T-
shirt. Race-day registration also
will be available, starting at 8
a.m. and costing $30 for adults
and $20 for children. Anyone with
questions about the race is asked
to e-mail cvgvelocity@gmail.com.

The Centennial Village Group is
made up of Cranford volunteers
dedicated to the revitalization
and beautification of the Centen-
nial Avenue business district. In
addition to the Velocity 5K Race,
the group holds an annual
MusicFest to raise funds for their
continual efforts to improve the
community. For more informa-
tion about the Centennial Village
and the group, visit
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
CentennialVillageGroup.

Photo courtesy of Harlee Madsen
RACE DAY...Runners get ready at the starting line for the Centennial Village
Group’s 2016 Velocity 5K Race. This year’s race is Sunday, June 4, at 9 a.m.,
starting in front of Lincoln School on Centennial Avenue in Cranford.

Trinity Fundraiser to Benefit
Maternal and Child Health

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, will hold a
bake sale fundraiser this Sun-
day, May 14, at 11 a.m., for the
Episcopal Relief and Development
(ERD) “Maternal and Child
Health” program.

Globally, 3.3 million children
die each year during the “neona-
tal” period – in the first four
weeks of life. In addition, ap-
proximately 830 women die ev-
ery day from preventable causes
related to pregnancy and child-
birth. Ninety-nine percent of
those deaths occur in developing
countries, mostly in Africa and
South Asia.

“The ERD Maternal and Child
Health program saves lives by

encouraging pregnant women to
seek prenatal care, promoting
nutrition for mother and child
and ensuring that babies receive
the recommended vaccinations,”
said the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Priest-in-Charge at Trinity.

Donations, made payable to
“Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment,” can be mailed to Trinity
Church, 119 Forest Avenue,
Cranford, N.J. 07016, or dropped
off at the church office.

“Please help us support these
vulnerable women and infants,”
said Father Kruger. For more
information, call (908) 276-4047.

Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment, started in 1940, is the
compassionate response of The
Episcopal Church to human suf-
fering in the world. Hearing God’s
call to seek and serve Christ in all
persons and to respect the dig-
nity of every human being, Epis-
copal Relief and Development
serves to bring together the gen-
erosity of Episcopalians and oth-
ers with the needs of the world.

Trinity Episcopal Church is a
family church that has been serv-
ing Cranford area families since
1872. Sunday services, cel-
ebrated by Reverend Kruger, are
at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. For more
information about Trinity, call
(908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

Play Reading Planned
At Cranford Library
CRANFORD – On Saturday, May

13 at 2 p.m. the Theater Project
will present a reading of Seize
the Day After, a new play by
Nadine Bernard. The play is about
a mother who stretches the
boundaries of her scientific and
religious beliefs to find a cure for
her son.

Ms. Bernard currently resides
in Montclair. Her plays focus on
women’s issues and current so-
cial issues. Ms. Bernard has a
B.A. from Cornell and an M.F.A.
in Theater from Sarah Lawrence.

The Theater Project, headquar-
tered at the Burgdorff Cultural
Center in Maplewood, is an ac-
claimed professional theater
group and the winner of two New
Jersey Tony Awards. Following
the play reading, the audience
will have the opportunity to dis-
cuss the play with Ms. Bernard.

Admission is free and all are
welcome. The program is spon-
sored by the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library.

Lo Bue graduates from
Coastal Carolina Univ.
CONWAY, S.C. – Sara Lo Bue,

of Cranford, graduated with a
Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration in marketing dur-
ing commencement exercises
held May 5 and 6 at Coastal
Carolina University.

Downtown North Ave.
Fate, Prop. Discussed
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CRANFORD
Monday, April 24, Adam

Czapek, 29, of Linden was ar-
rested on charges of possession
of a prescription legend drug
(Suboxone) and possession of a
hypodermic syringe after a 2010
Toyota was stopped at the inter-
section of Centennial Avenue and
Raritan Road for an equipment
violation. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police lo-
cated Suboxone and a hypoder-
mic syringe inside the vehicle. A
passenger, Czapek, was arrested,
processed and released pending
a Municipal Court appearance.
The driver was issued a motor
vehicle summons for failing to
maintain lamps.

Thursday, April 27, Edward
Burozski, 47, of Garwood was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of a prescription legend drug
(Suboxone), possession of para-
phernalia and possession of a
hypodermic syringe after a 2004
Chrysler was stopped at the in-
tersection of Centennial Avenue
and Myrtle Street for an equip-
ment violation. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police
located Suboxone and hypoder-
mic syringes inside the vehicle.
Burozski was arrested, processed
and released pending a Munici-
pal Court appearance. He also
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for having a view ob-
struction, failure to exhibit docu-
ments and possessing a con-
trolled dangerous substance
(CDS) in a motor vehicle.

Sunday, April 30, Sondy
Hyppolite, 37, of Clark was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after po-
lice were dispatched to the area
of Centennial Avenue and Raritan
Road for a suspicious motor ve-
hicle. Following an investigation
at the scene, police determined
that Hyppolite was driving while
intoxicated. Hyppolite was ar-
rested, processed and released
to a family member. Hyppolite

was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for DWI, failure to sub-
mit to breath testing, delaying
traffic, obstructing the flow of
traffic, careless driving and fail-
ure to maintain lamps.

Sunday, April 30, Andres
Arevalo, 24, of Bogota was ar-
rested and charged with DWI
after police responded to the area
of Elizabeth and Wade Avenues
on a report of an individual sleep-
ing behind the wheel. Following
an investigation at the scene
police determined that Arevalo
was DWI. Arevalo was arrested,
processed and released to a friend
pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. Arevalo was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
DWI and failure to provide breath
samples.

Sunday, April 30, Lamarr
Drayton, 22, of Union was ar-
rested on charges of possession
of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and posses-
sion of paraphernalia after a
2006 Nissan was stopped at the
intersection of Myrtle Street and
Centennial Avenue for an equip-
ment violation. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police
located marijuana inside the ve-
hicle. Drayton, a passenger, was
arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Municipal Court
appearance.

Monday, May 1, Jamie Long,
37, of Linden was arrested on
charges of possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of
paraphernalia after a 2005
Honda was stopped at the inter-
section of Myrtle Street and
Bryant Avenue for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police lo-
cated marijuana inside the ve-
hicle. Long, a passenger, was
arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Municipal Court
appearance. Long also was is-
sued a motor vehicle summons
for failure to wear a seatbelt.

Tuesday, May 2, Joseph
DePalma, 52, of Hoboken was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of CDS (cocaine), posses-

sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia after
police responded to the area of
Quine Street and Meeker Av-
enue on a report of a suspicious
motor vehicle. Units located the
2000 Pontiac in the area. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the
scene, police located cocaine and
marijuana inside the vehicle.
DePalma was arrested, pro-

cessed and released pending a
Superior Court appearance.

As part of a DWI checkpoint
conducted within the Township
of Cranford on April 28 between
the hours of 9 p.m. and 3 a.m.,
the following people were ar-
rested:

Miguel Rosmaninho, 32, of
Cranford was charged with DWI
after a 2015 GMC was directed
into a DWI checkpoint at the

intersection of Centennial Av-
enue and Hayes Street. Follow-
ing an investigation at the scene,
police determined that the
driver, Rosmaninho, was DWI.
He was arrested, processed and
released to a family member
pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. Rosmaninho was is-
sued motor vehicle summonses
for DWI and improper window
tint.

Brianna Mills, 21, of Newark
was charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of
paraphernalia after a 2014
Nissan was directed into a DWI
checkpoint at the intersection of
Centennial Avenue and Hayes
Street. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene, police located
marijuana inside the vehicle.
Mills, a passenger, was arrested,
processed and released pending
a Municipal Court appearance.
The driver was issued a motor
vehicle summons for improper
tint.

Noel Nieves, 29, of Elizabeth,
Francisco Troche, 25, of Kearny
and Kevin Gomez, 26, of Jersey
City were arrested on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana, pos-
session of a CDS (cocaine), pos-
session of a prescription legend
drug (Xanax) and DWI after a
2005 Acura was directed into a
DWI checkpoint at the intersec-
tion of Centennial Avenue and
Hayes Street. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police
determined that the driver,
Nieves, was DWI and also in
possession of marijuana. A pas-
senger, Troche, was found to be
in possession of marijuana and
Xanax. Another passenger,
Gomez, was in possession of
cocaine. All three were arrested,
processed and released pending
court appearances. Nieves was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for DWI and failure to submit to
breath testing.

Cranford: 03/01/17
Nicole and Christopher

Consorte to Johnny E.V. Cabrera
and Evlin Sanchez, 16 Princeton
Road, $561,000.

Nicolas Busa to Matthew P. and
Kaitlyn Grajek, 509 Orchard
Street, $435,000.

L. Anthony and Ellen H. Pace to
Kyle B. Johnson and Tamara
Johnson, 2 Central Avenue,
$560,000.

Dale A. Weber to Anne and
Joseph De Laurie, 304 Riverside
Drive, $310,000.

Eric Robert and Molly N. Meixner
to Dominic Larche, 7 Orange Av-
enue, $459,000.

Wesson and Warhaftig INC. to
Riverside Holdings LLC., 12-18
Riverside Drive, $8,850,000.

Gabrielle Hearn to Joseph and
Erin Grzyb, 27 Roselle Avenue,
$400,000.

Alexander M. and Anthony A.
Bullers to Jason W. and Megan E.
Cruz, 325 North Avenue East,
$350,000.

Fannie Mae to Albert and Ornela
Zylyftari, 127 New Street,
$221,000.

Robert and Carolyn Poultney to
Donato N. and Catherine Ducusin,
39 Burnside Avenue, $450,000.

Thomas P. and Thomas J.
McDonough to Jerat Realty LLC.,
17 Burnside Avenue, $445,000.

E. Sulzbacher and Eleanor Turek
to Grunwald Properties LLC., 327
South Union Avenue, $280,000.

Edward J. and Margaret E.

Durning to Thomas Micheal and
Jamie Marie Duggan, 20 Con-
necticut Street, $540,000.

Anle Chen to Michael and Coleen
Tripodi, 49 Lewis Street,
$539,000.

Richard Bornstein to Andy
Estrada and Christina Ramirez,
48 Fairfield Avenue, $450,000.

Joseph Ciancitto to Kevin and
Deborah M. Sherwood, 297
Stoughton Avenue, $250,000.

Roger Poirier to Grunwald Prop-
erties LLC., 29 Woodlawn Av-
enue, $374,000.

Jonathan K. and Joyce A.
Markham to Victor Liu and Shirley
Yen, 627 Lincoln Park East,
$716,000.

Thomas M. Duggan and Jamie
M. Conroy to Emily M. Printz, 487
East South Avenue, $275,100.

Jeanne Mikelson to MBMBA
LLC., 458 Lincoln Avenue East,
$265,000.

Karin A. Mc Coy to Sergio and
Summer Conceicao, 401 Elm
Street, $359,000.

Ellen K. Wadyka to Pual J. Sav-
age and Katelyn Spadaccini, 72
Lawn terrace, $350,000.

Michael and Coleen Tripodi to
Daniel and Melanie R. Bachteler,
4 Colin Kelly Street, $410,000.

U. S. Bank National Association
Trust to Andony Peralta and
Alessandra Rodas, 503 Centen-
nial Avenue, $267,000.

JA Rosado, Je Alvarado and NM
Cobar to Yicheng and Lin Fangyi
Yuan, 129 Mohawk Drive,
$440,000.

Recent Home Sales
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