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Recreation Dept. Moves
Forward With Improvements

East Broad St. Development
Hearing to Continue March 29

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Recreation Com-
mission members covered a large
number of proposed and ongoing
projects at their Monday night meet-
ing.

Recreation Direction Bruce
Kaufmann, advised that due to the
recent snow storm the deadline for
the submission of bids for the updates
to the bathroom facilities at Memo-
rial Field and the renovation of the

log cabin at Tamaques Park have been
extended a week. The new due date is
Wednesday, March 22.

Mr. Kaufmann also provided the
attendees with a preliminary operat-
ing budget for the Memorial Pool
facility and the various programs of-
fered by the Recreation Department
including the Summer playground
Camp. According to Mr.  Kaufmann,
pool registration is “on track” and the
pool will open Saturday, June 3 at 10
a.m. The department is in the process
of hiring lifeguards and will be offer-
ing lifeguard certification training.
The positions offer competitive sala-
ries and flexible work hours and are
open to anyone over the age of 15.

Chris Langhart, Westfield Board
of Education liaison to the recreation
commission, advised that temporary
lights have been delivered to Kehler
Field and provided a brief update on
the initiative to install updated por-
table automated external de
defibrillators (AEDs) at the
community’s fields. He explained that
the school board will likely support
the proposal and  noted that many of
the new model AEDs come with voice
prompts to walk users through  the
steps necessary in life-saving defibril-
lation and CPR.

All of the Commission members
urged the public to support the annual
Fun Run, which  will be held at
Tamaques Park on Sunday, May 21.
The race features a fast, flat course
with water stations. Official scoring
is done by computer with results
posted on race day  and on the web
with awards given to overall winners
as well as age group winners. Pro-
ceeds of the race are used to support
the community’s drug and alcohol
free  programs. Anyone interested in
becoming a sponsor should contact
the Recreation  Department. Several
commission members also noted that
photos and positive feedback on the
recent Daddy-Daughter Dance at the
Westwood in Garwood, “lit up
Facebook.” More than 300 girls and
their fathers attended the event.

In other business, two representa-
tives from the Westfield Baseball As-
sociation apologized for a recent mis-
communication regarding a spring
travel team’s use of the  Gumbert Park
facility and the commission unani-
mously voted to support a Girl Scout
Silver Award project, which would
include the installation of a book kiosk
at Sid Faye   Houilhan Field so chil-
dren watching the games will have
access to age appropriate books.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — No decisions
were reached Monday night by the
board of adjustment on a  develop-
ment application for six townhouses
at 1481 East Broad Street, where one
single-family home currently sits, due
to time constraints. The application
hearing will continue at a special
meeting on Wednesday, March 29.

The developers and the objectors
provided opening statements at
Monday’s meeting. Country Classics
developer, Scott Van Cleef, provided
opening statements and was cross-
examined by the objectors legal rep-

resentation. Development objector
and neighbor Michael Pressman, rep-
resented by attorney Richard
Schkolnick, asked the board not to
approve the application. Mr. Van Cleef
said the application is for six residen-
tial homes divided into two separate
three-unit buildings. He said the multi-
family units will be for individuals 55
and older.

 Mr. Schkolnick cited bulk vari-
ance application approval criteria. He
Schkolnick asserted the development
does not fit into the board’s approval
criteria. Mr. Schkolnick said the de-
velopment does not align with gen-
eral  public welfare and would not be

beneficial to the neighborhood. He
said the applicant poses a develop-
ment density that does not fit the
location. Mr. Schkolnick  suggested
the development is conducive to de-
veloper profit and not for a desirable
neighborhood outcome.

Mr. Van Cleef was questioned un-
der oath by Mr. Schkolnick and  con-
cerned neighbors before postpone-
ment of continuation of the hearing.

Mr. Schkolnick said the proposed
two, 11,000-square-foot buildings
with three residences over 3,000
square feet each are too massive for
the location. He said his understand-
ing is that the 3,000 square feet does
not include basement and attic devel-
opment.

 Mr. Van Cleef testified he could
not recall the exact square footage of
each development. He said the homes
would be priced in  the $700,000
range and would have three bedrooms
each.

Mr. Van Cleef suggested the homes
would be purchased by current
Westfield residents who want to
downsize for retirement.

Mr. Schkolnick said the objector is
not seeking a scenario with different
architecture, landscaping, or adjusted
driveways. Mr. Schkolnick said the
objector wants the application out-
right rejected.

Six voting board members were
present  for Monday’s hearing and the
seventh will be provided with de-
tailed transcripts of opening state-
ments and  testimony. The developer
will introduce witnesses as will the
objector, alongside time for public
comments at the March 29 meeting.

In other business, Marianna Bozetti,
of 528 West Broad Street, was unani-
mously denied by the board  to con-
struct a two-story addition to her

Freeholders Hear Comments
On Mountain Biking Trails

Sheriff, Prosecutor, Clerk
Present Budget Requests

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders Board heard from both
proponents and opponents, last
Thursday, of a proposed plan to
construct 13-and-a-half miles of new
trails in the 2,000-acre Watchung
Reservation specifically for moun-
tain bikers. Some other existing
trails are to be shared with hikers
and equestrians.

Mountain biking was permitted
in the reservation up until the mid-
1990s, but was discontinued due to
safety concerns.

The meeting was civil most of the
evening, but got heated early on and
late in the evening, with one oppo-
nent of the trails escorted out by
sheriff’s officers and another woman
warning the board as she exited
near the end that she would return
with an attorney next time. Some
shouted from the audience that the
freeholders were lying when it was
said that no trees would be removed
to construct the trails or that con-
struction had just begun on the trails.

Opponents say the trails are too
close to their homes, that the bikers
will disrupt and damage the eco-

logical nature of the reservation,
and that they would also create un-
safe conditions for other reserva-
tion users.

“This trail and the bikers that
come from this will be right in our
backyards,” said Andrew Stevenson
of Summit. He added that a reserva-
tion access point is right in front of
his home and that the increase of
persons entering the reservation is
an invasion of his privacy. He also
said the new mountain biker trails
would decrease property values of
homes in the area.

Marybeth Garry of Springfield
commented that, “The reservation
is under attack,” noting that the res-
ervation is not being maintained.

Plainfield resident Charles
Weltner said many county residents
felt “blindsided” by the county’s
plan for the new trails.

A number of speakers noted the
poor condition of some of the exist-
ing 40 miles of trails. Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski, admitting the
trails could be in better shape,
thanked county parks maintenance
staff and volunteer trail stewards for
their help in maintaining the trails.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholder Board’s Fiscal Affairs
Committee continued its department
budget hearings on the 2017 county
spending plan last Thursday night.

County Manager Al Faella last
month presented the board with a
$503-million executive budget, of
which $355 million would be raised
through property taxes.

Last week the sheriff’s department,
county clerk, county surrogate and
prosecutor’s office presented their
spending plans to the committee.

County Sheriff Joe Cryan presented
a $19.8-million budget, a $1.9-mil-
lion increase over 2016. His budget
includes a request for four new posi-
tions at a cost of $160,755. Another
six promotions, of mostly clerical staff
at $7,682, also is proposed.

He said the new positions are re-
lated directly to security for the Eliza-
beth “One Stop” career center. He
also is requesting funding for a higher
education scholars pilot program to
increase retention of sheriff’s offic-
ers which is now at 76 percent. He
said the goal of the pilot would be to
increase that number to 81 percent.

“When we lose an officer that gradu-
ates from the (police) academy the
day after, we lose $23,657 in invest-
ment,” he said.

Of the total sheriff’s budget, $18.7
million is for salaries with another
$688,833 in overtime and $450,000
in other expenses.

In 2016, Sheriff Cryan said his de-
partment conducted active shooter
training for 700 civilians and 200
police officers. Also, sheriff’s offic-
ers, who patrol the county courthouse,
seized 43 weapons last year at the
courthouse. He said the weapons were
small enough to be concealed in an

envelope.
He said all staff at the courthouse,

including the judiciary, has taken the
active shooter drills.

The sheriff also noted, “we con-
tinue to move tens of thousands of
prisoners each year without incident.”

In terms of the new bail reform law
in New Jersey, he said the implemen-
tation has gone “from a sheriff’s stand-
point, very well.” He noted the de-
partment is much more diversified,
with “folks of color” up from 5 per-
cent to now 13 percent of sheriff’s
officers “in just two years.” Also, 28
percent of sheriff’s officers are His-
panic and 22 percent are women,
double the national law enforcement
average.

He noted that the department
brought in over $3 million in revenue
from its business office, up $1 million
over 2016. Most of that revenue was
the result of foreclosures.

The budget request for the
Prosecutor’s Office is $23.5 million,
which is about  $1.1 million over last
year’s adopted budget.

Acting Prosecutor Grace Park noted
her office’s efforts of using $750,000
in forfeiture money to purchase body
cameras for police officers. She said
there currently are 760 officers with
cameras throughout the county. She
said there has been increased demand
for Open Public Record Requests
(OPRA)  for camera footage. She

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HAVING FUN...Children enjoyed tubing at Unami Park during Tuesday’s winter
storm. The predicted blizzard fell short of the foot of snow predicted, but left the
area crippled by an ice and snow mix. Schools and businesses were shut down on
Tuesday. Most schools had delayed openings on Wednesday, with Mountainside
remaining closed due to icy road conditions.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney
LUCK OF THE IRISH...Grand Marshal Joe Nolan marches in the 21st Union
County St. Patrick's Day Parade in Union on Saturday. Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Kristin McAliney for The Westfield Leader
STELLA OF NO DESIRE...Tuesday’s winter storm, named Stella, created this beautiful scene on Palsted Avenue and
Roosevelt Street Westfield.

Paul Lachenaurer for The Westfield Leader
ENJOYING THE DAY OFF...The Vandergroef family take advantage of Tuesday’s
winter storm to get in some sledding at Unami Park.
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remission or reimbursement.   

We invest in our employees’ careers and personal
 development and are proud to offer a variety of programs to
support our mission.

Make a difference in a student’s life.
Resumes and Applications will only be accepted online at

www.ucc.edu/jobs

Union County College does not discriminate and prohibits discrimination, as 
required by state and/or federal law, in all programs and activities, including
employment and  access to its career and technical programs.

Transforming Our Community…One Student at a Time

430 NORTH AVENUE E  •  WESTFIELD,  NJ • (908)  233-2424 • VINERIPEMARKETS.COM
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20% OFF YOUR NEXT 
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Four Gubernatorial Cands.
Take Part In GOP Forum

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

METUCHEN – The Middlesex
County Young Republicans spon-
sored and ran a Republican guberna-
torial debate last Thursday night.

Candidates who participated were
state Assemblyman Jack Ciattarelli
(D-16th, Somerset), Joseph Rudy
Rullo, Hirsh Singh and Steven
Rogers. Lieutenant Governor Kim
Guadagno was not in attendance.

Topic questions included cannabis
legalization, the public pension fund,
the state’s Transportation Trust Fund
(TTF), state taxes, the Cost of Liv-
ing Adjustment or COLA, taxpayer-
funded abortion programs, sanctu-
ary towns for illegal immigrants, the
public education system, business
innovation, and clean energy. Can-
didates were given two minutes to
discuss why they are running and
what prepared them for the job. The
debate was held at The Forum The-
atre Cultural Arts Center in
Metuchen.

Assemblyman Ciattarelli of
Hillsborough previously served as
Raritan Borough councilman and
on the Somerset County freeholder
board, and has been in the Assem-
bly since 2011. Mr. Ciattarelli cited
government inefficiencies as hin-
dering the state economy. He de-
scribed the public pension fund and
the TTF’s underfunded status as a
bad government symptom. Mr.
Ciattarelli provides a five-point plan
on his campaign website address-
ing tax reform, school reform,
streamlining government, biparti-
san collaboration and employee
benefits reform.

Mr. Ciattarelli said his main focus
is resolving “out-immigration,”
where New Jersey residents are seek-
ing to live in more affordable states.
He said New Jersey is increasingly
becoming unaffordable with cost of
living stifled by exorbitant taxes.
Mr. Ciattarelli’s tax-reform proposal
includes tax relief for residents who
work in New York City. Mr.
Ciattarelli proposes no taxes on home
improvements, death and inheritance
transfers, as well as on family-owned
business sales. He said he voted no
on the gas tax increase.

Mr. Ciattarelli said he does not
support tax-funded abortion and

Planned Parenthood programs. Mr.
Ciattarelli is a proponent of mari-
juana decriminalization but not le-
galization and considers sanctuary
cities illegal.

Mr. Rullo, of Little Egg Harbor
Township, a small business owner,
was the first Republican to declare
he was running for governor. The
candidate said he supports the right
to carry concealed weapons and will
help police departments to approve
all gun permits in 30 days, as re-
quired by law. Mr. Rullo said what
has happened to the public pension
fund and TTF is “criminal.” He said
political loopholes, allowing politi-
cians to borrow money promised to
some and disperse it to other
projects, must be disallowed per-
manently. He warned that the state’s
bonded debt is growing immensely.

The candidate supports marijuana
legalization and taxes earmarked for
TTF. Mr. Rullo’s plan to revitalize
the state budget is to cut what he
called “fat-cat” jobs and to stream-
line bureaucratic organizations. Mr.
Rullo said he would enforce a 2-
percent property tax cap for all
homeowners. Mr. Rullo said he does
not support sanctuary cities, saying
he has felt the negative effect as a
small business owner competing with
illegal immigrants. He voiced con-
cern with taxpayer dollars being used
to fund Planned Parenthood.

Mr. Singh, an Egg Harbor Town-
ship resident and New Jersey Insti-
tute of Technology graduate, is an
executive and engineer working in
the aerospace and defense industry.
Mr. Hirsh stated the importance for
Republicans to retain governorship
to stop “outright wasteful spending.”
Mr. Hirsh said he does not support
tax dollars being used to fund
Planned Parenthood nor abortions.

Mr. Hirsh does not support sanc-
tuary townships and supports an en-
trepreneurial outlook on marijuana
legalization. Mr. Hirsh said New
Jersey must innovate in technology
and renewable energy while cutting
costs. He said he has the vision of a
high-speed light rail system that
would be more effective than current
rail systems and more cost effective
than driving cars. Mr. Hirsh said the
TTF and other government spend-
ing must be contained. The candi-
date said he wants to cut education
costs by consolidating the state’s 586
school districts to 21 school districts
aligned within each county. Mr. Hirsh
said he would repeal the 23-cent gas
tax increase.

Mr. Rogers, serving his second
term on the Nutley Board of Com-
missioners, reached the rank of de-
tective lieutenant in the Nutley Po-
lice Department before retiring. He
also achieved the rank of lieutenant
commander USN. Mr. Rogers addi-
tionally served as a senior naval
intelligence officer for the FBI’s
National Joint Terrorism Task
Force. The candidate said he wants
to improve life for veterans regard-
ing health insurance and care. Mr.
Rogers, whose wife is an immigrant,
said sanctuary towns are illegal and
should not be supported. He said
veterans should get free healthcare
instead of illegal immigrants in New
Jersey hospitals.

Mr. Rogers does not support tax
dollars funding abortion nor Planned
Parenthood and wants to bolster the
state’s largest private industries to
reduce the unemployment number.
Mr. Rogers also supports repealing
the gas tax hike. Mr. Rogers cited a
life prison sentence for drug traf-
fickers as how he would solve New
Jersey’s heroin epidemic.

The candidate wants to increase
revenue to keep the state desirable
economically for residents. Mr.
Rogers suggested eliminating
PARCC testing and Common Core
to reduce education costs. Mr. Rogers
totaled the costs associated with such
tests at $108 million a year.
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Bike Trails

home. Ms. Bozetti said she purchased
the home with her husband in foreclo-
sure. Ms. Bozetti confirmed she has
one child and wanted the extra space
to develop a home comfortable for a
family.

Board member Andrew Wasserman
said the continuous wall totaling 70
feet, after the project is completed,
would  not fit with neighborhood aes-
thetics. The town ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage of  20
percent; Ms. Bozetti’s proposed ap-
plication is for 23.6 percent.  The
ordinance allows a maximum floor
area  ratio of 35 percent; Ms. Bozetti’s
proposed addition totals 40.9 per-
cent.

The applicant’s attorney, Paul
Mirabelli, said the homeowners were
willing to leave the basement unde-
veloped for storage.

Board Chairman William
Heinbokel said while the board re-
mains sympathetic to the family, the
applicant must be denied. Mr.
Heinbokel said future homeowners
may need to apply for relief to de-
velop storage facilities that may en-
croach on neighboring property.

Arthur Gawkowski, of 536 West
Broad Street, sought board approval
to construct a deck, extend an exist-
ing mudroom, and retain two sheds.
Mr. Gawkowski said the mudroom
was for his dogs that were used to
protect his wife and make her feel
safe in their home.

Mr. Gawkowski said his son is a
doctorate candidate at Rutgers Uni-
versity and the sheds would be used
for him to work on his projects.

Lenore Scurry, of 538 West Broad
Street, testified that the project had
begun without town approval and the
mudroom was falsely represented by
Mr. Gawkowski as an addition project.
Ms. Scurry introduced a family photo
as evidence dating back to 1940, de-
picting the mudroom never existed.

Mr. Gawkowski said he informed
the board he was unaware approval
was needed and was doing the con-
struction without a contractor to in-
form him.

Town Planner Donald Sammet said
Mr. Gawkowski did start the project
illegally, but was going through pro-
cedures to complete the project cor-
rectly.

Mr. Gawkowski was unanimously
denied by the board.

said the quality of the footage has
been pretty good.

On bail reform, the “overall reac-
tion in this county has been positive,”
said Ms. Park. “I think we have been
able to detain most violent criminals”
by establishing to the court the high
risk they pose if released from jail
pending trial, she stated. She said
workload for her assistant prosecu-
tors has been significant as hearings
for all charged must be held within 48
hours of their arrests including week-
ends and holidays. About 70 deten-
tion hearings have been held since
January, she said.

To compensate for additional week-
end and holiday hours for assistant
prosecutors, Ms. Park said she is re-
questing another $100,000 in her
budget. She also said her office came
in $1.1 million under budget in 2016
and brought in $1.7 million in forfei-
ture money.

Fiscal Affairs Committee Chair-
man Al Mirabella said the body cam-
eras are a “good practice” for “that
extra protection for the officer and
the public.”

Ms. Park also said speedy trials,
another part of the bail reform law,
has caused trials to be held within 180
days from when charges are brought
against a defendant. She said it used
to take two to three years before a
homicide case went to trial.

Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said her
office’s total revenues were over $40
million in 2016, the highest revenue-
generating year in her office since
2007. The county’s portion of that
amount was $8.7 million. The office
handles things such as construction
liens, passports, and notary public
applications. She said she was at the
Westfield Clerk’s Office Annex on
March 4 when the office processed
115 passport applications. “The vol-
ume is unbelievable. They are out the
door,” she said.

In January and February of 2017
she said her office brought in over $8

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Budget

Jamie Meiselman of Westfield,
representing Jersey Off Road Bicy-
cling Association (JORBA), noted
that JORBA assists in maintaining
mountain biking trails throughout
the state including state parks, state
forests, wildlife preserves and other
county parks. In responding to state-
ments from opponents, he said in-
formation has been available online
since the trails master plan was
adopted in February 2016. “And as
a result the plan has evolved,” Mr.
Meiselman said, noting the pro-
posed plan was “based on feedback
from all stakeholders. It’s not being
in a vacuum.”

Joe Weiss of Westfield, also a
member of JORBA, said there is
“misinformation” being circulated
about the trails project. He urged
the freeholders to rely on “real facts
when making your decision.”

Thomas Dunn of Cranford said
the trails provide a means of exer-
cise for kids in an age of increased
childhood obesity and youths with
behavioral problems.

“All we are asking for is equal
access just like any other user
group,” Andrew Stillufson of
Westfield said.

Trails opponent Kurt Krause of
Cranford said the proposed plan
would create the “Swiss cheese of
trails.” He said the county would
need to have additional county po-
lice officers to enforce rules for the
mountain bike trails as they will
likely draw a lot of new people to
the reservation. He estimated the
cost at $200,000 a year for two to
three new officers.

Many of the freeholders said they
would consider comments echoed
by all the speakers. When one speaker
said JORBA had reported on its

million in revenue, the most for a
two-month span in the history of the
clerk’s office.

She said volume in passports for
January and February was over 3,700,
up 1,200 for the same period last year
due to an influx of immigrants com-
ing in the office to obtain passports
for their children “who are bona fide
American citizens because they were
born here.” She said the increase was
caused, in part, by President Donald
Trump’s travel ban and concerns over
the administration’s immigration poli-
cies.

In addition, New Jersey driver’s
licenses do not meet the qualifica-
tions for the federal government’s ID
law, thus “people will have to count
on their passports as ID in certain
areas” such as entering federal build-
ings.

Her proposed clerk’s office budget
for 2017 is $2.5 million, of which
$2.2 million is salaries. The election
division’s budget is $1.3 million, of
which only $148,620 is for salaries.
The budget is down over $300,000,
as last year was a Presidential elec-
tion year.

Three part-time positions and fill-
ing two vacancies will cost another
$120,000.

County Surrogate James LaCorte’s
office, which handles around 6,000
clients annually, has a proposed 2017
budget of a little over $1 million. Mr.
LaCorte requested six staff promo-
tions totaling a little over $24,000.

Mr. LaCorte said his office handled
around 8,000 calls for probate mat-
ters. He held a seminar on probates in
Mountainside  attended by around 40
seniors.

He also said he is anticipating the
retirement of Deputy Surrogate Jo
Ann Schwab “within in the coming
year.”

“The deputy surrogate is by far the
most valuable member of my office,”
Mr. LaCorte said.

website that construction had already
started on the trails, Freeholder
Chairman Bruce Bergen said,
“JORBA doesn’t speak for this
county.”

“This is something that we will
definitely study,” Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella said of the
overall project and of comments
from those who spoke at Thursday’s
meeting.

“We are going to make the best
decision for the most amount of
people,” Mr. Mirabella added.

In other business, the freeholders
approved the first reading of a $8-
million bond ordinance to provide
additional security for the new fam-
ily courthouse on Cherry Street in
Elizabeth. Officials have said the
$36-million facility was constructed
due to a loss of space at the Union
County Courthouse caused by the
need to construct an additional inte-
rior staircase to reach the tower at
the courthouse. Officials have said
the state ordered the new staircase
due to state fire code violations.

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son questioned why taxes were be-
ing increased by $10.2 million in
the executive budget presented by
County Manager Al Faella.

He said the operating budget of
Runnells Specialized Hospital was
between $13 million and $17 mil-
lion when it was owned by the county.
He said despite the fact Runnells
was sold in 2014, the county tax
increase went from around $13 mil-
lion to $10 million, but should have
resulted in no tax increase.

“You guys are sitting on a lot of
money,” Mr. Paterson said, noting
that last year’s budget surplus was
$55 million. “We know it’s out of
control...It’s beyond comprehension.”

FRIENDLY WAGER...This group of golfing buddies made a friendly wager
during a golf trip last May on the Presidential Election; the winners would be
treated to a steak dinner at a restaurant of their choosing.  Sweet Waters Steak
House in Westfield was the choice of the winners. The big dinner payoff, “Making
Shack Great Again,”  started off with an appetizer of humble pie. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Larry Londino (loser), Robert Cozzolina (winner), John Ferko
(observer to ensure payoff), Jim Schoening (loser), Jim Schoening, Jr. (winner)
and Sal Crisitello (observer).

County Briefs Planning Bd.
On Fuel Tank Replacement

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Represen-
tatives from Union County briefed
the planning board on Monday about
plans to replace two underground stor-
age tanks at the county’s public works
facility on South Avenue.

Stephen Merman, assistant county
counsel, and supervising engineer
Paul Leso spoke about the project at
the board’s regular meeting, with Mr.
Leso saying the replacement of the
15,000-gallon tanks was necessitated
when one of the double-walled un-
derground fuel tanks recently experi-
enced a leak in its outer wall. In a
response to a query from Mayor
Alexander Smith, Mr. Leso said no
fuel was spilled into the soil. Instead,
some ground water had leaked into
the space between the inner and outer
walls of the tank, setting off the

system’s leak-detection device.
The two tanks, which are at least 15

years old, hold gasoline and diesel
fuel that is used by county vehicles
and will be replaced with identical
tanks, Mr. Leso said. A 20-foot by 30-
foot canopy over a new dispensing
station will be replaced as well with a
slightly larger one measuring 42 feet
by 42 feet. New lighting under the
canopy will be aimed downward and
will not spill over to any nearby resi-
dential properties. Mr. Leso estimated
the project to take one or two months
at most, and expected it to begin next
month.

Board member Mike Weber ex-
pressed some concerns about addi-
tional leaking as the old tanks are
removed, but Mr. Leso said that state
environment protection agencies will
oversee the project to ensure that
spills and other problems do not arise.

Before the meeting adjourned,
board member Carla Kelly, the board’s
liaison to the township environmen-
tal commission, said the commission
plans to conduct a study of the entire
township and identify where open
space — public and private — exists,
and hopes to complete the inventory
by the fall.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney
PIPES AND DRUMS...Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums march
down Morris Avenue Union on Saturday in the 21st Union County St. Patrick's
Day Parade in Union.

Paul Lachenaurer for The Westfield Leader
WINTRY MIX...This person shovels out from Tuesday’s  winter storm that
dumped snow and  ice on the region.
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Freeholders Hear Comments
On Mountain Biking Trails

Sheriff, Prosecutor, Clerk
Present Budget Requests

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders Board heard from both
proponents and opponents, last Thurs-
day, of a proposed plan to construct 13-
and-a-half miles of new trails in the
2,000-acre Watchung Reservation spe-
cifically for mountain bikers. Some
other existing trails are to be shared
with hikers and equestrians.

Mountain biking was permitted in
the reservation up until the mid-1990s,
but was discontinued due to safety con-
cerns.

The meeting was civil most of the
evening, but got heated early on and
late in the evening, with one opponent
of the trails escorted out by sheriff’s

officers and another woman warning
the board as she exited near the end that
she would return with an attorney next
time. Some shouted from the audience
that the freeholders were lying when it
was said that no trees would be re-
moved to construct the trails or that
construction had just begun on the trails.

Opponents say the trails are too close
to their homes, that the bikers will dis-
rupt and damage the ecological nature
of the reservation, and that they would
also create unsafe conditions for other
reservation users.

“This trail and the bikers that come
from this will be right in our back-
yards,” said Andrew Stevenson of Sum-
mit. He added that a reservation access
point is right in front of his home and

that the increase of persons entering the
reservation is an invasion of his pri-
vacy. He also said the new mountain
biker trails would decrease property
values of homes in the area.

Marybeth Garry of Springfield com-
mented that, “The reservation is under
attack,” noting that the reservation is
not being maintained.

Plainfield resident Charles Weltner
said many county residents felt
“blindsided” by the county’s plan for
the new trails.

A number of speakers noted the poor
condition of some of the existing 40
miles of trails. Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, admitting the trails could be
in better shape, thanked county parks
maintenance staff and volunteer trail
stewards for their help in maintaining
the trails.

Jamie Meiselman of Westfield, rep-
resenting Jersey Off Road Bicycling
Association (JORBA), noted that
JORBA assists in maintaining moun-
tain biking trails throughout the state
including state parks, state forests, wild-
life preserves and other county parks.
In responding to statements from oppo-
nents, he said information has been
available online since the trails master
plan was adopted in February 2016.
“And as a result the plan has evolved,”
Mr. Meiselman said, noting the pro-
posed plan was “based on feedback
from all stakeholders. It’s not being in a
vacuum.”

Joe Weiss of Westfield, also a mem-
ber of JORBA, said there is “misinfor-
mation” being circulated about the trails
project. He urged the freeholders to
rely on “real facts when making your
decision.”

Thomas Dunn of Cranford said the
trails provide a means of exercise for
kids in an age of increased childhood
obesity and youths with behavioral prob-
lems.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholder Board’s Fiscal Affairs
Committee continued its department
budget hearings on the 2017 county
spending plan last Thursday night.

County Manager Al Faella last
month presented the board with a
$503-million executive budget, of
which $355 million would be raised
through property taxes.

Last week the sheriff’s department,
county clerk, county surrogate and
prosecutor’s office presented their
spending plans to the committee.

County Sheriff Joe Cryan presented
a $19.8-million budget, a $1.9-mil-
lion increase over 2016. His budget
includes a request for four new posi-
tions at a cost of $160,755. Another
six promotions, of mostly clerical staff
at $7,682, also is proposed.

He said the new positions are re-
lated directly to security for the Eliza-
beth “One Stop” career center. He
also is requesting funding for a higher
education scholars pilot program to
increase retention of sheriff’s offic-
ers which is now at 76 percent. He
said the goal of the pilot would be to
increase that number to 81 percent.

“When we lose an officer that gradu-
ates from the (police) academy the
day after, we lose $23,657 in invest-
ment,” he said.

Of the total sheriff’s budget, $18.7
million is for salaries with another
$688,833 in overtime and $450,000
in other expenses.

In 2016, Sheriff Cryan said his de-
partment conducted active shooter
training for 700 civilians and 200
police officers. Also, sheriff’s offic-
ers, who patrol the county courthouse,
seized 43 weapons last year at the
courthouse. He said the weapons were
small enough to be concealed in an

envelope.
He said all staff at the courthouse,

including the judiciary, has taken the
active shooter drills.

The sheriff also noted, “we con-
tinue to move tens of thousands of
prisoners each year without incident.”

In terms of the new bail reform law
in New Jersey, he said the implemen-
tation has gone “from a sheriff’s stand-
point, very well.” He noted the de-
partment is much more diversified,
with “folks of color” up from 5 per-
cent to now 13 percent of sheriff’s
officers “in just two years.” Also, 28
percent of sheriff’s officers are His-
panic and 22 percent are women,
double the national law enforcement
average.

He noted that the department
brought in over $3 million in revenue
from its business office, up $1 million
over 2016. Most of that revenue was
the result of foreclosures.

The budget request for the
Prosecutor’s Office is $23.5 million,
which is about  $1.1 million over last
year’s adopted budget.

Acting Prosecutor Grace Park noted
her office’s efforts of using $750,000
in forfeiture money to purchase body
cameras for police officers. She said
there currently are 760 officers with
cameras throughout the county. She
said there has been increased demand
for Open Public Record Requests
(OPRA) for camera footage. She said
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING THEIR WAY...Route 22 was passable in Scotch Plains following Tuesday’s Winter storm. The predicted blizzard
fell short of the foot of snow predicted, but left the area crippled by an ice and snow mix. Businesses including McDonald’s
and the Scotchwood Diner were forced to remain shut.
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County Briefs Planning Bd.
On Fuel Tank Replacement

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Represen-
tatives from Union County briefed
the planning board on Monday about
plans to replace two underground stor-
age tanks at the county’s public works
facility on South Avenue.

Stephen Merman, assistant county
counsel, and supervising engineer
Paul Leso spoke about the project at
the board’s regular meeting, with Mr.
Leso saying the replacement of the
15,000-gallon tanks was necessitated

when one of the double-walled un-
derground fuel tanks recently experi-
enced a leak in its outer wall. In a
response to a query from Mayor
Alexander Smith, Mr. Leso said no
fuel was spilled into the soil. Instead,
some ground water had leaked into
the space between the inner and outer
walls of the tank, setting off the
system’s leak-detection device.

The two tanks, which are at least 15
years old, hold gasoline and diesel
fuel that is used by county vehicles
and will be replaced with identical
tanks, Mr. Leso said. A 20-foot by 30-
foot canopy over a new dispensing

station will be replaced as well with a
slightly larger one measuring 42 feet
by 42 feet. New lighting under the
canopy will be aimed downward and
will not spill over to any nearby resi-
dential properties. Mr. Leso estimated
the project to take one or two months
at most, and expected it to begin next
month.

Board member Mike Weber ex-
pressed some concerns about addi-
tional leaking as the old tanks are
removed, but Mr. Leso said that state
environmental protection agencies
will oversee the project to ensure that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
KICKING UP HER HEELS...This dancer gets airborne during the Fanwood Irish
Festival held this past weekend under a heated tent at the Fanwood train station.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
IRISH FOR A DAY...Emma, 4, of Fanwood, gets her face painted during the
Fanwood Irish Festival on Saturday.

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A FANWOOD IRISH TRADITION...The annual two-day Fanwood Irish Festi-
val held this past weekend under the tent at the Fanwood train station drew
another large crowd. Attendees enjoyed Irish food, music and dancing.

Westfield Rec. Dept. Moves
Forward On Improvements

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Recreation Com-
mission members covered a large
number of proposed and ongoing
projects at their Monday night meet-
ing.

Recreation Direction Bruce
Kaufmann, advised that due to the
recent snow storm the deadline for
the submission of bids for the updates
to the bathroom facilities at Memo-
rial Field and the renovation of the
log cabin at Tamaques Park have been
extended a week. The new due date is
Wednesday, March 22.

Mr. Kaufmann also provided the
attendees with a preliminary operat-
ing budget for the Memorial Pool
facility and the various programs of-
fered by the Recreation Department
including the Summer playground
Camp. According to Mr.  Kaufmann,
pool registration is “on track” and the
pool will open Saturday, June 3 at 10
a.m. The department is in the process
of hiring lifeguards and will be offer-
ing lifeguard certification training.
The positions offer competitive sala-

ries and flexible work hours and are
open to anyone over the age of 15.

Chris Langhart, Westfield Board
of Education liaison to the recreation
commission, advised that temporary
lights have been delivered to Kehler
Field and provided a brief update on
the initiative to install updated por-
table automated external de
defibrillators (AEDs) at the
community’s fields. He explained that
the school board will likely support
the proposal and  noted that many of
the new model AEDs come with voice
prompts to walk users through  the
steps necessary in life-saving defibril-
lation and CPR.

All of the Commission members
urged the public to support the annual
Fun Run, which  will be held at
Tamaques Park on Sunday, May 21.
The race features a fast, flat course
with water stations. Official scoring
is done by computer with results
posted on race day  and on the web
with awards given to overall winners
as well as age group winners. Pro-
ceeds of the race are used to support

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
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Four Gubernatorial Cands.
Take Part In GOP Forum

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

METUCHEN – The Middlesex
County Young Republicans spon-
sored and ran a Republican guberna-
torial debate last Thursday night.

Candidates who participated were
state Assemblyman Jack Ciattarelli
(D-16th, Somerset), Joseph Rudy
Rullo, Hirsh Singh and Steven
Rogers. Lieutenant Governor Kim
Guadagno was not in attendance.

Topic questions included cannabis
legalization, the public pension fund,
the state’s Transportation Trust Fund
(TTF), state taxes, the Cost of Liv-
ing Adjustment or COLA, taxpayer-
funded abortion programs, sanctu-
ary towns for illegal immigrants, the
public education system, business
innovation, and clean energy. Can-
didates were given two minutes to
discuss why they are running and
what prepared them for the job. The
debate was held at The Forum The-
atre Cultural Arts Center in
Metuchen.

Assemblyman Ciattarelli of
Hillsborough previously served as
Raritan Borough councilman and
on the Somerset County freeholder
board, and has been in the Assem-
bly since 2011. Mr. Ciattarelli cited
government inefficiencies as hin-
dering the state economy. He de-
scribed the public pension fund and
the TTF’s underfunded status as a
bad government symptom. Mr.
Ciattarelli provides a five-point plan
on his campaign website address-
ing tax reform, school reform,
streamlining government, biparti-
san collaboration and employee
benefits reform.

Mr. Ciattarelli said his main focus
is resolving “out-immigration,”
where New Jersey residents are seek-
ing to live in more affordable states.
He said New Jersey is increasingly
becoming unaffordable with cost of
living stifled by exorbitant taxes.
Mr. Ciattarelli’s tax-reform proposal
includes tax relief for residents who
work in New York City. Mr.
Ciattarelli proposes no taxes on home
improvements, death and inheritance
transfers, as well as on family-owned
business sales. He said he voted no
on the gas tax increase.

Mr. Ciattarelli said he does not
support tax-funded abortion and
Planned Parenthood programs. Mr.
Ciattarelli is a proponent of mari-
juana decriminalization but not le-
galization and considers sanctuary
cities illegal.

Mr. Rullo, of Little Egg Harbor
Township, a small business owner,
was the first Republican to declare
he was running for governor. The
candidate said he supports the right
to carry concealed weapons and will
help police departments to approve
all gun permits in 30 days, as re-
quired by law. Mr. Rullo said what
has happened to the public pension
fund and TTF is “criminal.” He said
political loopholes, allowing politi-
cians to borrow money promised to
some and disperse it to other
projects, must be disallowed per-
manently. He warned that the state’s
bonded debt is growing immensely.

The candidate supports marijuana
legalization and taxes earmarked
for TTF. Mr. Rullo’s plan to revital-
ize the state budget is to cut what he
called “fat-cat” jobs and to stream-
line bureaucratic organizations. Mr.
Rullo said he would enforce a 2-
percent property tax cap for all
homeowners. Mr. Rullo said he does
not support sanctuary cities, saying
he has felt the negative effect as a
small business owner competing
with illegal immigrants. He voiced
concern with taxpayer dollars be-

ing used to fund Planned Parent-
hood.

Mr. Singh, an Egg Harbor Town-
ship resident and New Jersey Insti-
tute of Technology graduate, is an
executive and engineer working in
the aerospace and defense industry.
Mr. Hirsh stated the importance for
Republicans to retain governorship
to stop “outright wasteful spending.”
Mr. Hirsh said he does not support
tax dollars being used to fund
Planned Parenthood nor abortions.

Mr. Hirsh does not support sanc-
tuary townships and supports an en-
trepreneurial outlook on marijuana
legalization. Mr. Hirsh said New
Jersey must innovate in technology
and renewable energy while cutting
costs. He said he has the vision of a
high-speed light rail system that
would be more effective than current
rail systems and more cost effective
than driving cars. Mr. Hirsh said the
TTF and other government spend-
ing must be contained. The candi-
date said he wants to cut education
costs by consolidating the state’s 586
school districts to 21 school districts
aligned within each county. Mr. Hirsh
said he would repeal the 23-cent gas
tax increase.

Mr. Rogers, serving his second
term on the Nutley Board of Com-
missioners, reached the rank of de-
tective lieutenant in the Nutley Po-
lice Department before retiring. He
also achieved the rank of lieutenant
commander USN. Mr. Rogers addi-
tionally served as a senior naval
intelligence officer for the FBI’s
National Joint Terrorism Task
Force. The candidate said he wants
to improve life for veterans regard-
ing health insurance and care. Mr.
Rogers, whose wife is an immigrant,
said sanctuary towns are illegal and
should not be supported. He said
veterans should get free healthcare
instead of illegal immigrants in New
Jersey hospitals.

Mr. Rogers does not support tax
dollars funding abortion nor
Planned Parenthood and wants to
bolster the state’s largest private
industries to reduce the unemploy-
ment number. Mr. Rogers also sup-
ports repealing the gas tax hike. Mr.
Rogers cited a life prison sentence
for drug traffickers as how he would
solve New Jersey’s heroin epidemic.

The candidate wants to increase
revenue to keep the state desirable
economically for residents. Mr.
Rogers suggested eliminating
PARCC testing and Common Core
to reduce education costs. Mr. Rogers
totaled the costs associated with such
tests at $108 million a year.
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Budget

Correction
A front-page story in The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times last week on
coverage of the Fanwood Council
meeting should have attributed quotes
and information about road projects
to the borough engineer.

the quality of the footage has been
pretty good.

On bail reform, the “overall reac-
tion in this county has been positive,”
said Ms. Park. “I think we have been
able to detain most violent criminals”
by establishing to the court the high
risk they pose if released from jail
pending trial, she stated. She said
workload for her assistant prosecu-
tors has been significant as hearings
for all charged must be held within 48
hours of their arrests including week-
ends and holidays. About 70 deten-
tion hearings have been held since
January, she said.

To compensate for additional week-
end and holiday hours for assistant
prosecutors, Ms. Park said she is re-
questing another $100,000 in her bud-
get. She also said her office came in
$1.1 million under budget in 2016
and brought in $1.7 million in forfei-
ture money.

Fiscal Affairs Committee Chair-
man Al Mirabella said the body cam-
eras are a “good practice” for “that
extra protection for the officer and
the public.”

Ms. Park also said speedy trials,
another part of the bail reform law,
has caused trials to be held within 180
days from when charges are brought
against a defendant. She said it used
to take two to three years before a
homicide case went to trial.

Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said her
office’s total revenues were over $40
million in 2016, the highest revenue-
generating year in her office since
2007. The county’s portion of that
amount was $8.7 million. The office
handles things such as construction
liens, passports, and notary public
applications. She said she was at the
Westfield Clerk’s Office Annex on
March 4 when the office processed
115 passport applications. “The vol-
ume is unbelievable. They are out the
door,” she said.

In January and February of 2017
she said her office brought in over $8
million in revenue, the most for a
two-month span in the history of the
clerk’s office.

She said volume in passports for

January and February was over 3,700,
up 1,200 for the same period last year
due to an influx of immigrants com-
ing in the office to obtain passports
for their children “who are bona fide
American citizens because they were
born here.” She said the increase was
caused, in part, by President Donald
Trump’s travel ban and concerns over
the administration’s immigration poli-
cies.

In addition, New Jersey driver’s
licenses do not meet the qualifica-
tions for the federal government’s ID
law, thus “people will have to count
on their passports as ID in certain
areas” such as entering federal build-
ings.

Her proposed clerk’s office budget
for 2017 is $2.5 million, of which
$2.2 million is salaries. The election
division’s budget is $1.3 million, of
which only $148,620 is for salaries.
The budget is down over $300,000,
as last year was a Presidential elec-
tion year.

Three part-time positions and fill-
ing two vacancies will cost another
$120,000.

County Surrogate James LaCorte’s
office, which handles around 6,000
clients annually, has a proposed 2017
budget of a little over $1 million. Mr.
LaCorte requested six staff promo-
tions totaling a little over $24,000.

Mr. LaCorte said his office handled
around 8,000 calls for probate mat-
ters. He held a seminar on probates in
Mountainside  attended by around 40
seniors.

He also said he is anticipating the
retirement of Deputy Surrogate Jo
Ann Schwab “within in the coming
year.”

“The deputy surrogate is by far the
most valuable member of my office,”
Mr. LaCorte said.

“All we are asking for is equal access
just like any other user group,” Andrew
Stillufson of Westfield said.

Trails opponent Kurt Krause of Cran-
ford said the proposed plan would cre-
ate the “Swiss cheese of trails.” He said
the county would need to have addi-
tional county police officers to enforce
rules for the mountain bike trails as they
will likely draw a lot of new people to
the reservation. He estimated the cost at
$200,000 a year for two to three new
officers.

Many of the freeholders said they
would consider comments echoed by
all the speakers. When one speaker said
JORBA had reported on its website that
construction had already started on the
trails, Freeholder Chairman Bruce
Bergen said, “JORBA doesn’t speak for
this county.”

“This is something that we will defi-
nitely study,” Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella said of the overall project and
of comments from those who spoke at
Thursday’s meeting.

“We are going to make the best deci-
sion for the most amount of people,”
Mr. Mirabella added.

In other business, the freeholders
approved the first reading of a $8-mil-
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Bike Trails
lion bond ordinance to provide addi-
tional security for the new family court-
house on Cherry Street in Elizabeth.
Officials have said the $36-million fa-
cility was constructed due to a loss of
space at the Union County Courthouse
caused by the need to construct an
additional interior staircase to reach the
tower at the courthouse. Officials have
said the state ordered the new staircase
due to state fire code violations.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
questioned why taxes were being in-
creased by $10.2 million in the execu-
tive budget presented by County Man-
ager Al Faella.

He said the operating budget of
Runnells Specialized Hospital was be-
tween $13 million and $17 million
when it was owned by the county. He
said despite the fact Runnells was sold
in 2014, the county tax increase went
from around $13 million to $10 mil-
lion, but should have resulted in no tax
increase.

“You guys are sitting on a lot of
money,” Mr. Paterson said, noting
that last year’s budget surplus was
$55 million. “We know it’s out of
control...It’s beyond comprehen-
sion.”
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Fuel Tank
spills and other problems do not arise.

Before the meeting adjourned,
board member Carla Kelly, the board’s
liaison to the township environmen-
tal commission, said the commission
plans to conduct a study of the entire
township and identify where open
space — public and private — exists,
and hopes to complete the inventory
by the fall.

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney
LUCK OF THE IRISH...Grand Marshal Joe Nolan marches in the 21st Union
County St. Patrick's Day Parade in Union on Saturday.

FRIENDLY WAGER...This group of golfing buddies made a friendly wager
during a golf trip last May on the Presidential Election; the winners would be
treated to a steak dinner at a restaurant of their choosing. Sweet Waters Steak
House in Westfield was the choice of the winners. The big dinner payoff, “Making
Shack Great Again,”  started off with an appetizer of humble pie. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Larry Londino (loser), Robert Cozzolina (winner), John Ferko
(observer to ensure payoff), Jim Schoening (loser), Jim Schoening, Jr. (winner)
and Sal Crisitello (observer).

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUN TIMES...These two girls enjoy the Fanwood Irish Festival held this past
weekend under the tent at the Fanwood train station.

East Broad St. Development
Hearing to Continue Mar. 29

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — No decisions were
reached Monday night by the board of
adjustment on a  development applica-
tion for six townhouses at 1481 East
Broad Street, where one single-family
home currently sits, due to time con-
straints. The application hearing will
continue at a special meeting on
Wednesday, March 29.

The developers and the objectors
provided opening statements at
Monday’s meeting. Country Classics
developer, Scott Van Cleef, provided
opening statements and was cross-ex-
amined by the objectors legal represen-
tation. Development objector and neigh-
bor Michael Pressman, represented by
attorney Richard Schkolnick, asked the
board not to approve the application.
Mr. Van Cleef said the application is for
six residential homes divided into two
separate three-unit buildings. He said
the multi-family units will be for indi-
viduals 55 and older.

 Mr. Schkolnick cited bulk variance
application approval criteria. He
Schkolnick asserted the development
does not fit into the board’s approval
criteria. Mr. Schkolnick said the devel-
opment does not align with general
public welfare and would not be benefi-
cial to the neighborhood. He said the
applicant poses a development density
that does not fit the location. Mr.
Schkolnick  suggested the develop-
ment is conducive to developer profit
and not for a desirable  neighborhood
outcome.

Mr. Van Cleef was questioned under
oath by Mr. Schkolnick and  concerned
neighbors before postponement of con-
tinuation of the hearing.

Mr. Schkolnick said the proposed
two, 11,000-square-foot buildings with
three residences over 3,000 square feet
each are too massive for the location.
He said his understanding is that the
3,000 square feet does not include base-
ment and attic development.

 Mr. Van Cleef testified he could not
recall the exact square footage of each
development. He said the homes would
be priced in  the $700,000 range and
would have three bedrooms each.

Mr. Van Cleef suggested the homes
would be purchased by current
Westfield residents who want to
downsize for retirement.

Mr. Schkolnick said the objector is
not seeking a scenario with different
architecture, landscaping, or adjusted
driveways. Mr. Schkolnick said the
objector wants the application outright
rejected.

Six voting board members were
present  for Monday’s hearing and the
seventh will be provided with detailed
transcripts of opening statements and
testimony. The developer will intro-
duce witnesses as will the objector,
alongside time for public comments at
the March 29 meeting.

In other business, Marianna Bozetti,
of 528 West Broad Street, was unani-
mously denied by the board  to con-
struct a two-story addition to her home.
Ms. Bozetti said she purchased the
home with her husband in foreclosure.
Ms. Bozetti confirmed she has one
child and wanted the extra space to
develop a home comfortable for a fam-
ily.

Board member Andrew Wasserman
said the continuous wall totaling 70
feet, after the project is completed,
would  not fit with neighborhood aes-
thetics. The town ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage of  20
percent; Ms. Bozetti’s proposed appli-
cation is for 23.6 percent.  The ordi-
nance allows a maximum floor area
ratio of 35 percent; Ms. Bozetti’s pro-
posed addition totals 40.9 percent.

The applicant’s attorney, said the
homeowners were willing to leave the
basement undeveloped for storage.

Board Chairman William Heinbokel
said while the board remains sympa-
thetic to the family, the applicant must be
denied. Mr. Heinbokel said future
homeowners may need to apply for re-
lief to develop storage facilities that may
encroach on neighboring property.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Rec.
the community’s drug and alcohol
free  programs. Anyone interested in
becoming a sponsor should contact
the Recreation  Department. Several
commission members also noted that
photos and positive  feedback on the
recent Daddy-Daughter Dance at the
Westwood in Garwood, “lit up
Facebook.” More than 300 girls and
their fathers attended the event.

In other business, two representa-
tives from the Westfield Baseball As-
sociation  apologized for a recent
miscommunication regarding a spring
travel team’s use of the  Gumbert
Park facility and the commission
unanimously voted to support a Girl
Scout  Silver Award project, which
would include the installation of a
book kiosk at Sid Faye   Houilhan
Field so children watching the games
will have access to age appropriate
books.
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Courtesy of Governor’s Office/Tim Larsen
JOB OPPORTUNITIES...Governor Chris Christie, at podium, and former Gov-
ernor and Chairman of New Jersey Reentry Corporation, James McGreevey,
hosted an Employment Opportunity Summit at Thomas Edison State College in
Trenton on March 8.
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Officials, Lawmakers Meet
On Flood Project Timeline
CRANFORD — Cranford Mayor

Thomas Hannen, Jr. and Commis-
sioner Mary O’Connor were joined
by former Mayor Dan Aschenbach as
they met with Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th), Rep. Donald Payne (D-10th)
and Senator Robert Menendez (D-
N.J.). Staffs of Rep. Rodney
Frelinghuysen (R-11th) and Senator
Cory Booker (D) also took time to
discuss the project.

“Our legislators have been key sup-
porters to continue moving the project
forward and secure funding for the
study,” according to a press release
submitted by the township.

The Tentatively Selected Plan
(TSP) increases the amount of storm
water retention at the Orange Reser-
voir, secures the dam either through
repair or full replacement, and pro-
vides for expanded channelization
downstream, particularly in Cranford.
A public presentation was held Janu-
ary 7 at Union County College outlin-
ing the project, its timeline and its
local impact. Public comments on the
project closed on February 7.

A key request of the Mayors Coun-
cil, which also included elected offi-
cials from Springfield and Millburn, is
for Legislators to continue efforts to
expedite the process through the Army
Corps. and ensure it has final approval
before the 2018 Water Resources De-
velopment Act (WRDA) is adopted.

During Tropical Storm Irene over
400 homes in Cranford suffered first
floor damage and over 1,600 had
basement flooding. Numerous homes
in Cranford that suffered repetitive
loss have been elevated.

Mayor Hannen encourages
Cranford residents to participate in
the process by contacting their legis-
lators and making sure the focus on
the project stays in the forefront stat-
ing, “Our representatives in Wash-
ington, D.C. have been working tire-
lessly on this project, but it is impor-
tant for residents to write letters and
continue to press for their help. Ev-
eryone in our town was somehow
impacted by Irene and we need to
ensure our town is protected going
forward.”

Commissioner O’Connor said she
agrees and feels residents’ stories are
the most compelling for Cranford’s
representatives to hear. “People’s lives
were changed forever. Families lost
not just belongings, but pieces of their
past. It’s this message we need to make
sure gets heard. Take away the num-
bers and the dates and what it’s really
about is people. The human impact
can not get lost in the process.”

Members of the group met with
representatives from the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection on February 23 to make their
case for expediting the process within
state agencies. Efforts continued as
the Mayor’s Council met in the Army
Corps. New York regional offices on
March 2 to restate their request for a
consolidated timeline.

Westfield Man Arrested
On Drug-Related Charges

ELIZABETH — Alexander Garcia,
44, of Windsor Avenue in Westfield,
was arrested on drug-related charges
on Thursday as the result of a two-
month investigation by the Bergen
County Prosecutor’s Office. Also ar-
rested was Yair Gutierrez, 43, of East
Saint Georges Avenue in Linden, ac-
cording to a Bergen County
Prosecutor’s Office press release.

The Bergen County Prosecutor’s
Office Narcotics Task Force searched
a Silver 2005 Chevrolet Equinox
owned by Gutierrez as well as the
premises  of Emporium Auto Sales,
located at 186 Gibbons Court in Eliza-
beth, which was owned by Gutierrez
and Garcia.

Both men were found to be in pos-
session of approximately one-and-
one-half kilograms of suspected
heroin, and $10,025 which was be-
lieved to be derived from criminal
activity, a kilogram press machine,
digital scales, and kilogram wrap-
pers.

Gutierrez and Garcia were arrested
without incident and each was
charged with one count of posses-
sion with the intent to distribute a
controlled dangerous substance,

namely heroin, a first degree crime.
Both defendants were issued a war-
rant and held at the Bergen County
jail pending a first appearance in the
Bergen County Central Judicial Pro-
cessing Court.

The Bergen County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Ridgefield Park Police Depart-
ment and the Elizabeth Police De-
partment assisted in the investiga-
tion.

Alexander Garcia

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Summit Fire Department
Forms Special Ops. Unit

SUMMIT – The City of Summit
Fire Department has announced the
formation of a special operations di-
vision that will encompass the spe-
cialty disciplines of hazardous mate-
rials response and technical rescue.

The unit is trained to deal with
chemical spills, gas leaks and other
situations involving hazardous mate-
rials. It conducts confined space,
trench or high angle rescues that in-
volve the use of ropes and rappelling
techniques. The division also stands
by in a “ready” status for all Overlook
Medical Center helipad transports.

“We are extremely pleased to
launch the special operations unit and
provide additional service and sup-
port for Summit’s residential and busi-
ness community,” Summit Fire Chief
Eric Evers explained. “Our
firefighters are trained to provide
expert response in the most challeng-
ing situations. With a special opera-
tions unit, we now have the advanced

skills and tools to best mitigate any of
these possible hazards.”

Multiple vehicles and technical res-
cue equipment for the Special Opera-
tions division was donated by Celgene
Corporation.

“We recognize the potentially sig-
nificant impact that providing sup-
port for Celgene’s two Summit cam-
puses will have for the Summit Fire
Department,” said Celgene Execu-
tive Vice-President Rich Bagger, a
Westfield resident and former state
lawmaker. “Our donation of vehicles
and technical equipment will ensure
that, if the need arises, the Summit
Fire Department is able to respond in
an efficient and effective way to
Celgene and our entire Summit com-
munity.”

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriquez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

This is your new home
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Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16
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Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•
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Senate OKS Transfer of
Governance of Pensions

TRENTON – Legislation sponsored
by Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) to transfer gov-
ernance of the Police and Firemen’s
Retirement System (PFRS) from the
New Jersey Division of Pension and
Benefits to a newly empowered PFRS
Board of Trustees has been approved
by the New Jersey Senate. Sen. Kean
is sponsoring the bipartisan measure,
S-3040, with Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester).

“The police and fire unions cov-
ered by PFRS spent two years re-
searching this proposal, including
meetings across the country with rep-
resentatives of other states’ pension
systems to learn what works and what
doesn’t,” Mr. Kean said. “This pro-
posal represents the culmination of
that diligent effort. I have no doubt
that they have the best interests of all
their members at heart, and was glad
to work on this innovative approach
to help strengthen the pensions earned
by our first responders.”

Under current law, the PFRS Board
of Trustees has limited advisory
power, with the Division of Invest-
ment in the state’s Treasury Depart-
ment possessing all functional deci-
sion making authority on investments.
Contribution and benefit levels are
set in statute.

This legislation would transfer gov-
ernance of PFRS to the system’s Board
of Trustees, including decision making
authority on investments, contributions
and benefit levels. Significant over-
sight protections are mandated, includ-
ing auditors and actuaries, to ensure
that decisions made by the board are
fiscally responsible and not detrimen-
tal to the long-term health of the system.

Unions representing the overwhelm-
ing majority of PFRS members sup-
port and worked on the plan, including
the New Jersey State Policemen’s
Benevolent Association (NJSPBA),
New Jersey State Fraternal Order of
Police (NJSFOP) and the New Jersey
State Firefighters Mutual Benevolent
Association (NJFMBA).

“New Jersey’s police and fire
unions have a proven history of mak-
ing fiscally responsible choices re-
garding their pensions, which is why
PFRS is arguably the strongest of the
state’s public employee pension
funds,” Sen. Kean added. “With many
of the unions that represent the em-
ployees of the other pensions systems
lacking such a disciplined track
record, it’s not surprising that the
PBA, FOP and FMBA want the power
to go their own way with their pen-
sion fund. Quite simply, our police
and firefighters have earned it.”

Farmers to Use Control
Burning to Protect Crops

TRENTON – With the state in a
deep freeze, the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
and Department of Agriculture are
working cooperatively to allow farm-
ers to do controlled open burning or
use specialized torches known as
smudge pots to protect flowering
crops from damage.

This freeze follows unusually
warm temperatures in recent weeks
that coaxed some economically im-
portant fruit tree crops to bud much
earlier than normal. The DEP has
approved the use of smudge pots and
open burns.

Peach, blueberry and apple crops
are particularly susceptible. Dam-
age from freezing weather now can
significantly reduce yields of these
crops later in the season. The DEP

and Department of Agriculture are
allowing these steps to protect farm-
ers’ livelihoods and to ensure that
consumers will be able to enjoy an
ample supply of Jersey produce later
this year. New Jersey is among the
nation’s leaders in blueberry and
peach production. Blueberry produc-
tion is focused in the Pinelands of
Burlington County.

Peach orchards can be found
throughout the state, with Gloucester
County ranking among the nation’s
leaders in peach production. New
Jersey also sustains a vibrant apple
industry, with orchards found around
the state.

No open burning will be permitted
unless the temperature within the
orchard area is at or below the criti-
cal temperature for the bud stage for
that crop and wind velocity is less
than five mph.

Union County College to
Host Escape Rm. Events

CRANFORD – During March, Union
County College (UCC) will be hosting
multiple Escape Room events to pro-
vide a fun night out for family and
friends and a chance to solve puzzles
together and to “unlock” the room and
escape. All funds raised during these
events will be used toward scholarships
for UCC students.

The events will all be held in Rooms
H108 and H110, in the Humanities
Building, at the college’s Cranford
campus, located at 1033 Springfield
Avenue. Each team can have up to six
people, but a team of six is not re-
quired to participate. Team Phi Theta
Kappa will host The Unlockable Ad-
venture on Friday and Saturday, March
17 and 18, from 7 to 10 p.m. and on
Sunday, March 19 from 2 to 6 p.m.
Team American Honors will host
Mystery Madness on Friday and Sat-
urday, March 24 and 25, from 7 to 10
p.m., and on Sunday, March 26 from 2
to 6 p.m. Team Criminal Justice will
host Crime and Punishment on Friday,
March 31 and Saturday, April 1 from 7
to 10 p.m. and on Sunday, April 2 from
2 to 6 p.m. Admission to participate is
$5 with student ID, for seniors and
veterans, and $10 for adults. All tick-
ets can be purchased at the door.
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Watson Coleman, Pallone
Comment on Health Plan

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-10th) re-
leased the following statement on the
Congressional Budget Office’s cost
estimate of the American Health Care
Act released by House Republicans:

“The CBO report confirms that the
reality of the GOP’s health care plan
does not match their rhetoric. Instead
of expanding access, their plan would
cost 24 million Americans their health
insurance and – contrary to the
President’s promise – cut $880 bil-
lion from Medicaid.

“My Republican colleagues have
chosen to reduce the deficit on the
backs of the poor and older Ameri-
cans while lining the pockets of the
wealthy. These men and women are
sent to Washington to advocate and
protect the citizens they represent and

have turned out to be their biggest
threat. At its core this proposal is a
matter of life and death and I hope the
CBO’s findings will help my col-
leagues see the light and reject this
dangerous proposal.”

Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th) added
that,This is a major step backwards
for millions of Americans who now
enjoy the benefits and protections of
quality health insurance gained under
the Affordable Care Act. We strongly
urge Republicans to back off their
politically-motivated march to sabo-
tage our health care system and in-
stead work with Democrats to
strengthen it.

Rep. Watson’s district includes
Fanwood and most of Scotch Plains.
Rep. Pallone’s district  includes parts of
Middlesex  and Monmouth Counties.
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Call Today!
977.395.1715
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

YOUR AGE SHOULDN’T
STOP YOU FROM LIVING

LIFE TO THE FULLEST.
The Trusted Choice SERVING YOU IN YOUR HOME OR IN OUR RETIREMENT COMMUNITY.

SHACKAMAXON COUNTRY CLUB

100 Tillinghast Turn � Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 � 908.233.1300 � Shackamaxoncc.com

Great Golf
Incredible Dining

Exciting Social Events

Fun For Adults & Kids

Since 1916, Shackamaxon Country Club members
have experienced a lifetime of treasured moments.

We invite you to experience yours. Challenge your-
self on our magnificent course designed by legendary
architect A.W. Tillinghast. Savor fine and casual
dining prepared and served in a contemporary
setting. Enjoy the amenities of the area’s most
unique state-of-the-art swim complex.

A limited number of memberships remain
available. For more information contact
Director of Membership Amanda Maloney
at (908) 233-1300 ext. 1220 or
amaloney@shackamaxoncc.com.

TOTALTHE

PACKAGE

BELONGS here.

STORY

Welcoming ALL. Embracing YOU. 

100 Monroe Street
Bridgewater, NJ 08807
ArborGlen.org

Sponsored by Friends Retirement Concepts, Inc.

We are Charlotte and Wayne McAffee and our happy 
retirement story began a little over 19 years ago because 
that’s when we discovered Arbor Glen. With the support 
of our three daughters, we became founding members of 
the community. Right away, we knew it was going to be 
much more than a building. The people were authentic, 
their lives interesting and we all genuinely cared for one  
another. Today, we’re pleased to say not much has changed.  

WE BELONG HERE. SO DO YOU.  
CALL (800) 390-3049 TODAY. 

Your

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Paul Fishman Resigns
As New Jersey U.S. Atty.

Paul Fishman resigned on Friday
as New Jersey’s Unites States attor-
ney after the Trump administration
requested the resignations of 46
United States attorneys appointed  by
President Barack Obama, according
to media reports. Mr. Fishman was
appointed by President  Obama in
2009. There are 93 U.S. attorneys in
total, half of which are hold overs
from the Obama Adminisration.  The
directive came from U.S. Attorney
General Jeff Sessions.

“The President requested my resig-
nation, along with the remaining presi-
dentially appointed U.S. Attorneys
across the country, effective at mid-
night tonight (Friday). It has been the
greatest professional experience that I
can possibly imagine to have served in
this office for the past seven-and-a-
half years. Having spent so much of
my career working to protect the inter-
ests of the people of New Jersey, I can
think of no greater form of public
service.

“I am enormously grateful for the
opportunity I was given to lead the
men and women who work in this
office. They are the most extraordi-
nary group of public servants I have
ever known, and I am more than hon-
ored to have been their colleague,”
Mr. Fishman said in a statement.

News reports indicate that Presi-
dent Bill Clinton replaced all 93 U.S.
Attorneys when he took office in 1993
as Presidents prefer to have federal
prosecutors that share there agenda
going forward in a new administratrion.

Hillside Mayor Found Guilty
Of Traffic Summons

Hillside Mayor Angela Garretson
has been found guilty of three traffic
summons she was issued from a Hill-
side patrolman. The Mayor, who has
been tapped to run for Union County
Freeholder, claimed the tickets were

political retribution as the officer also
heads the Hillside police officers
union, nj.com reported.

Union Township Municipal
Court Judge Kelly A. Waters found
Mayor Garretson guilty of disre-
garding an officer's hand signals,
of improperly passing other cars
stopped at a construction work site
and of using a cellphone while op-
erating a motor vehicle. She was
found not guilty of a charge of
obstructing traffic. The judge im-
posed $717 in fines and court costs.
Her attorney told the judge he will
appeal the ruling.

Mayor Garretson was named to
replace Vernell Wright on the Union
County Democrats Party organiza-
tion line for the June Primary.

Christie Supports Expunging
Criminal Convictions

Governor Chris Christie said he wants
to sign a bill into law before leaving
office in January 2018 that would give
former prison inmates a better opportu-
nity at finding a job, nj.com/NJ Ad-
vance Media has reported.

Governor Christie said he plans
to work with Democratic lawmak-
ers on reforms for expunging crimi-
nal convictions. He made the an-
nouncement at an Employee Op-
portunity Summit event. The gover-
nor said he would work with state
Senator Sandra Cunningham (D-
Jersey City) on the conviction
expungement legislation.

Currently, serious felonies can’t be
expunged and the state, and limits
people who have their records cleared
to only one expungement, nj.com/NJ
Advance Media reported. Current state
requires offenders to wait between five
and 10 years from the end of their
probation before seeking
expungement. Waiting periods would
be reduced to three or five years under
legislation being supported by advo-
cates supporting the change.

Accreditation Team Invites
Comments on Sheriff’s Office

COUNTY — A team of asses-
sors from the New Jersey State
Association of Chiefs of Police
(NJSACOP) will arrive on Sun-
day, March 26, to examine all
aspects of the Union County
Sheriff ’s Office policies and pro-
cedures, management, opera-
tions, and support services, Sher-
iff Joseph Cryan announced Fri-
day.

“Verification by the team that the
Union County Sheriff’s Office meets
the Commission’s ‘best practice’
standards is part of a voluntary pro-
cess to achieve accreditation, a highly
prized recognition of law enforce-
ment professional excellence,” Mr.
Cryan said.

As part of this final on-site assess-
ment, employees and members of the
general public are invited to provide
comments to the assessment team.
They may do so by telephone or email.
The public may call (908) 527-4080
on Monday, March 27, between the
hours of 10 a.m. and noon. Email
comments can be sent to
phora@ucnj.org.

Telephone comments are limited
to five minutes and must address the
agency’s ability to comply with the
NJSACOP standards. A copy of the
standards is available for inspection
at the Union County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth N.J. 07207 or by contacting
Sergeant Patrick Hora at (908) 527-
4942.

Anyone wishing to offer written
comments about the Union County
Sheriff’s Office ability to comply with
the standards for accreditation is re-
quested to email the accreditation
program manager at
hdelgado@njsacop.org or write the
New Jersey State Association of
Chiefs of Police, Law Enforcement
Accreditation Commission, at 751
Route 73 North, Suite 12 Marlton,
N.J. 08053.

The Union County Sheriff’s Office
must comply with NJSACOP LEAP

standards in order to achieve accred-
ited status.

“Accreditation results in greater
accountability within the agency, re-
duced risk and liability exposure,
stronger defense against civil law-
suits, increased community advocacy,
and more confidence in the agency’s
ability to operate efficiently and re-
spond to community needs,” Sheriff
Cryan indicated.

The accreditation program man-
ager for the New Jersey State Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police is Harry J
Delgado, Ed.S. “The assessment
team is composed of law enforce-
ment practitioners from similar New
Jersey law enforcement agencies.
The assessors will review written
materials, interview agency mem-
bers, and visit offices and other places
where compliance with the standards
can be observed. Once the
Commission’s assessors complete
their review of the agency, they will
report to the full commission, which
will then decide if the agency is to be
granted accredited status,” Mr.
Delgado stated.

Accreditation is valid for a
three-year period during which
time the agency must submit an-
nual reports attesting to their con-
tinued compliance with those stan-
dards under which it was initially
accredited.

WISH LIST...The Greater Westfield Area of Commerce (GWACC) made its first
Wish List Program “match” on March 1. This new program pairs amember
business and a nonprofit organization with the purpose of fulfilling a wish
requested by the nonprofit. Pictured, from left to right, are: Chris Devine,
GWACC Board member; Stephanie Branna, chairwoman of GWACC’s non-
profit committee; Cara Pavia, Community Access Unlimited; Mario Cesario,
Cesar-Kai Academy, and Gene Jannotti, GWACC executive director.

Westfield Chamber Kicks
Off Wish List Program

WESTFIELD — The Greater
Westfield Area of Commerce
(GWACC) made its first Wish List
Program “match” on March 1. This
new program pairs a member busi-
ness and a nonprofit organization with
the purpose of fulfilling a wish re-
quested by the nonprofit. This month,
Community Access Unlimited
(CAU), a nonprofit based in Eliza-
beth, received their wish—a laptop
donated by Mario G. Cesario of Cesar-
Kai Academy/The MAX Challenge
in Cranford.

Community Access Unlimited pro-
vides comprehensive support services
to approximately 8,000 New Jersey
residents with developmental disabili-
ties, youth aging out of foster care,
and people with affordable housing
needs. Their mission is to give the
people they work with (referred to as
‘members’) the opportunity to live
independently and to lead normal and
productive lives as citizens integrated
into the community. Supported hous-

ing units are located in four of the five
towns served by the GWACC. CAU
requested a laptop to provide technical
assistance to staff members working in
the community alongside the people
they support. The new laptop will allow
the staff to immediately access each
member’s information, connect mem-
bers to community resources, thus pro-
viding the most comprehensive care.

Stephanie Branna, chairwoman of
the GWACC Nonprofit Committee said,
“This new initiative was developed to
bring awareness to all of our members.
We are looking for the next business to
step up and grant the wish for our
second nonprofit organization, Boys
and Girls Clubs of Union County.”

For more information about the
Wish List program, contact Stephanie
Branna at
stephanie@brannaagency.com.

www.goleader.com

Local BOE Meetings
Rescheduled to Tonight

AREA — The Westfield and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Educations have rescheduled their
meetings from Tuesday to tonight,
March 16.

Westfield’s board meeting has been
rescheduled to tonight at 6:30 p.m. at
the Elm Street administration build-
ing.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
meeting will be at 8 p.m. in the admin-
istration offices in the Evergreen
School.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Local Elected Officials
Terms Up In 2017

State Senate
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield)
Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden)
State Assembly
Jim Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway)
Jerry Green (D-22nd, Plainfield)
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
Nancy Munoz (D-21st, Summit)
County Sheriff
TBA
County Freeholders
Angel Estrada (D)
Chris Hudak (D)
Vernell Wright (D)
Cranford Twn. Committee
Patrick Giblin (D)
Andis Kalnins (R)
Fanwood Council
Russell Huegel (D)
Kevin Boris (D)
Garwood Council
Lou Petruzzelli (D)
Sara Todisco (D)
Mountainside Council
Keith Turner (R)
Deanna Andre (R)
Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky (R)
Westfield Council
Sam Della Fera (R, 1st Ward)
Ken Donnelly (R, 2nd Ward)
David Oliveira (R, 3rd Ward)
Keith Loughlin (R, 4th Ward)
Cranford Board of Education
Lisa Carbone, Daniel Demarco,
Kristen Mallon, Kurt Petschow, Jr.
Garwood Board of Education
Aaron Watkins, Christine Guerriero
Linda Koenig
Mountainside Board of Education
Dante Gioia
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education
Evan Murray (Scotch Plains)
Debora Brody (Scotch Plains)
Jeanne Cleary (Fanwood)
Westfield Board of Education
Chris Langhart, Peggy Oster
Mark Friedman

Resident Said He
Was Misquoted

A quote in the article, “Sanctuary
City Debate Continues In Westfield,”
is misattributed to me, and I do not
agree with or support the opinions
expressed in that statement. Please
correct the record to accurately name
the woman who spoke. Thank you.

John Barker
Westfield

Editor’s note: We regret any confu-
sion this may have caused.

Meeting on Reservation Trails
Master Plan Was One-Sided

Westfielders: Please Join Us In
Opposing Towhouse Development

Dear Union County Freeholders, Lo-
cal Council Members, Mayors…,

I am very upset about the Watchung
Reservation Trails Master Plan that has
apparently been discussed, drawn up,
voted on and in the process of putting
flags up to develop. My property backs
up to the reservation. I nor my neighbors,
town administrators, police, etc., were
ever notified, asked for our opinion, com-
munity input, etc. The lack of communi-
cation with everyone but the bike group,
who has been a part of this from the
beginning, comes across very one-sided,
not forthcoming, and not very demo-
cratic; we were blindsided.

I attended the meeting held [on March
7] at Trailside Center and went with my
main objective to express my dismay of
the proximity of the trail to my home.
You can see the flags from my backyard,
the flags on Sylvan Lane are so close to
the road, it’s dangerous! The map shows
the route crossing Summit Lane and an
already busy and dangerous location. I
am upset about the dangers to our homes
and children this will bring, the lack of
privacy, taking away our serenity and
beauty, bringing down our property val-
ues. Major questions I have are — How
much will this cost? Who will maintain
these trails? Who will police them, espe-
cially hard to reach areas. There are trees,
roots, boulders, streams, etc. every few
feet, how many trees and roots will be
taken down? The plan says no trees will
be cut down. That is the most ridiculous
statement. I urge you to walk five minutes
into my backyard and you can see for
yourself that is impossible!

I listened to three hours of concerned
county taxpayers get up and explain how

upset they are about how this was handled,
and what will happen to our beloved
reservation – not activity park when 13.5
miles of trails will be cut into our nature
preserve.

Some of the main key points I took
away were: safety concerns; tree erosion;
root protection; current trails are not be-
ing taken care of and a mess; mountain
bike tire erosion; aggressive over devel-
opment already; no public opinions prior
to going forward with plan; liability; main-
tenance; not what the reservation was
designed for; it’s a natural wildlife habi-
tat; worry for endangered species and all
animals; preserve the little open space we
have for our future; parking; enforcing of
parking and trespassing on neighboring
streets and neighborhoods; was an envi-
ronmental impact study done?

Neighbors in Mountainside, Berkeley
Heights, Summit, Scotch Plains all got up
and voiced the same complaints and
concerns...no notice, too close to our
homes, worried about safety, loss of pri-
vacy, decreased home values, tax dollars,
concerns for trees and animals, concern
for hikers, concern for bikers on danger-
ous areas of sloping, already eroding
slopes. Residents for all of Union County,
young and old came, and shared their
opposition for this plan.

I only hope that it’s not too late! Citi-
zens need to have their voices heard, not
just one group that was represented be-
fore the vote to push their agenda.

Please reconsider the mountain bike
trails altogether and at the very least, their
proximity to residences.

Patricia Filiaci
Mountainside

We need your help on March 13
and 29…

Last August, a local Westfielder
wrote to you about a neighborhood
group that has formed to object to and
fight against an out-of-town builder
who wants to “shoehorn” six very
large townhomes and a parking lot at
1481 East Broad Street into a space
that is less than an acre.I am writing to
you, Westfielders, to look for your
support in opposing this proposal as
if this builder gets approval for this
project, this could happen to your
neighborhood. We, as well as our
neighbors, invested in this single-fam-
ily community with a specific charac-
ter – this project threatens this invest-
ment and charm.

This project completely contradicts
the zoning use of the property as a
single-family residential area. Eleven
variances being sought are signifi-
cant which:

Unites Per Acre (6.09 Requested
vs. 3.7 Permitted);

Building Coverage (19.6 percent

Requested vs. 10.0 percent Permit-
ted);

Floor Area Ratio (36.1 percent
Requested vs. 20.0 percent Permit-
ted);

All Improvements Coverage (45.1
percent Requested vs. 20.0 percent
Permitted);

Stories (3.5 Requested vs. 2.5 Per-
mitted).

The builder will be continuing their
project presentation to the Westfield
Board of Adjustment on Wednesday,
March 29 at 7:30 p.m. at the munici-
pal building (425 East Broad Street).
If passed, this may negatively change
the characteristic of the neighbor-
hood and serve as a precedent for
other developers to attempt to disrupt
the town’s zoning plans.

The meeting is open to the public
for comments. Please join your neigh-
bors and fellow Westfielders to voice
your opposition to this project.

Thank You.
Floren Pressman

Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Garrote – To strangle
2. Riparious – Growing or living along

the banks of a stream
3. Cymophanous – Having a wavy,

floating light
4. Rhapontic – Rhubarb

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ZOKOR
1. A burrowing rodent that looks like a

mole rat
2. Calcium tungstate
3. A Turkish dish consisting of boiled

rice, mutton or fish and spices
4. A wedge

CULPON
1. A roof prop used in a coal mine
2. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
3. An arrow or arrowhead
4. A shred or splinter

TEFF
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A grain plant of Abyssinia from

which flour is made
4. Excessive grief; very sad

SARCOID
1. Like or consisting of flesh
2. Slow-moving; sluggish
3. Rust-colored
4. Scaly, as with fish

Lá Fhéile Pádraig
Excerpts from Wikipedia: “Saint Patrick’s Day

or the Feast of Saint Patrick is celebrated annually on
17 March, the death date of the most commonly-
recognized patron saint of Ireland, Saint Patrick (c.
AD 385–461). — He was born in Roman Britain.

Saint Patrick’s Day was made an official Christian
feast day in the early seventeenth century. The
Lenten restrictions on eating and drinking alcohol
are lifted for the day, which has encouraged and
propagated the holiday’s tradition of alcohol con-
sumption.

Saint Patrick’s Day is a public holiday in the
Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland, Newfound-
land and Labrador and Montserrat. It is also cel-

ebrated around the world; especially in Britain,
Canada, the United States, Argentina, Australia and
New Zealand.” “Wearing of the green (meaning to
wear a shamrock) — Originally, the color associated
with Saint Patrick was blue...” [In Dublin] The first
Saint Patrick’s Festival was held on 17 March 1996.
In 1997, it became a three-day event, and by 2000 it
was a four-day event. By 2006, the festival was five
days long; more than 675,000 people attended the
2009 parade. Overall 2009’s five-day festival saw
close to 1 million visitors, who took part in festivities
that included concerts, outdoor theatre, and fire-
works.” In New Jersey, nearly everyone is Irish on
St. Pat’s Day.

Westfield Comes Together In
Mourning A Young Woman

One of the most distinguishing characteristics
about the Town of Westfield is the way its residents
have always come together — both in times of
celebration and of sorrow. We have witnessed this
time and again over the years under so many circum-
stances. This oneness of the community has espe-
cially been evident during its most difficult days,
from the wake of 9/11 to the loss of a single life.

Such unity was poignantly evident yet again fol-
lowing the tragic and sudden passing of Westfield
High School freshman Theresa “Terry” DiFalco on
the evening of March 4 in an accident on Central
Avenue.

It was a loss felt personally and deeply by the
entire community, and one shared by the hundreds of
townspeople who attended a candlelit vigil held
outside the high school the evening after her death,
and a March 6 prayer service at St. Helen’s Church
in Westfield. The sentiments of all of Westfield also
are clearly reflected in a large heart decoration that

was added to an existing display on a resident’s
fence along Rahway Avenue, bearing the message
“Theresa Is In Our Hearts & Prayers.”

Remembered by those who knew her as a vibrant
young woman, Terry was part of the cast of the
Westfield High School spring musical Carrie, which
the cast will perform in her memory beginning
tonight. It was felt that Terry would have wanted  the
production to go on.

As they have when previous tragedies have oc-
curred, Westfield residents have embraced a griev-
ing family and friends and offered their support.
Even those who never met Terry DiFalco have been
touched by her passing. All of Westfield feels they
have lost someone special.

This is the kind of town Westfield has always
been, and continues to be, and part of what makes
it a strong and resilient community. As part of this
community, our hearts go out to the DiFalco family,
and we share in Westfield’s loss.

Freeholders Should Take Their
Time Before Approving Trails

The Freeholder Board faced off last Thursday
night with a number of angry and concerned
homeowners living near the 2,000-plus-acre
Watchung Reservation over the county’s plan to
construct 13-and-a-half miles of new trails specifi-
cally for mountain bike riders. Mountain riders also
spoke at the meeting.

The trails are used for hikers, joggers, dog walk-
ers, and horseback riders. In our view, opponents
raised some good questions and valid concerns.
None of the trails should be near homes, however, if

this activity attracts more people to the reservation, the
county really cannot be expected to stop people from
using reservation access points near existing homes.

In the end, it is likely new trails will be constructed
but the county, in our view, needs to be careful to
ensure the trails are done properly and take into
account what is best for mountain bikers, equestri-
ans and hikers as well as homeowners. We ask the
board to take their time before approving a final plan
for these trails, including holding another meeting
with those living in the area.

Our Thoughts And Prayers Continue
To Go Out To Her Family And Friends

Opening 13-Mile Trail to Mountain
Bikers Will Attract Bikers Statewide
In the late 1980s, I woke up one

evening in the Elizabeth General Hos-
pital with a concussion, after being hit
from behind by a bicycle on the stadium
track at Warinanco Park. There was a
sign stating “No bikes on the track.” I
sued Union County and won. Do you
really think a sign is going to keep the
general mountain biking population off
the hiking and horse trails? Where is the
money going to come from to settle all
the lawsuits that will inevitably be
brought upon the county for incidents
occurring because of non-compliance...
my tax dollars?

There are currently 98 Mountain bike
trails in the State of New Jersey as
stated on the singletracks.com website.
Only 22 of those trails are 13 miles or
more and none are in as densely a popu-

lated area as Union County. Opening a
new 13-mile trail will be a clarion call
to mountain bikers all over the state.
Where will they park? Will there be
more restroom facilities built? Will po-
lice be hired to enforce trail rules? Ad-
ditional staff for trash removal? How
will emergency services get in for the
inevitable injuries? And with the close
proximity of the reservation to the Sum-
mit train station, how many riders will
descend on our fragile reservation from
New York City?

I beg the Freeholders to reconsider
and not open the Watchung Reservation
to mountain biking. It will be one ex-
pensive can of worms that will be very
difficult to close.

Cathy Smith
Scotch Plains

On March 4, 2017, the DiFalco
family suffered a tragic loss as a re-
sult of an accident that took their
beloved daughter’s life. We have been
and continue to be a community in
mourning. We cannot imagine the
pain and grief that Terry’s family is
feeling, and our thoughts and prayers
continue to go out to her family and
friends.

The DiFalco family has been over-
whelmed by the community’s sup-
port. However, they have reached out
to me to ask that I communicate their
most deepest plea that, out of respect
for their privacy and to Terry’s
memory, individuals immediately stop
distributing stories, photos, theories,
and private information on social
media and otherwise. Many people
who are not associated with the
DiFalco family or who are not famil-
iar with any facts in this matter are
posting sensational and/or specula-
tive comments that the family finds
insensitive and they do not want her
image exploited in this way. The fam-

ily will be removing her Instagram
and Facebook pages and requests that
no one repost anything if they had
access.

If you would like to respectfully
show the DiFalco family their sup-
port and honor Terry’s life, the family
has requested that donations be made
in her name to: Imagine, A Center for
Coping with Loss www.imaginenj.org
and/or The Wounded Warriors Project
bit.ly/2mgosxG.

The Westfield Police Department
and the Union County Prosecutor’s
office are jointly conducting the acci-
dent investigation. Though we are all
emotional at this time, the Town must
act on the facts and not on emotion
alone. Please honor the family’s re-
quest and stop distributing private
information and uninformed suppo-
sitions. I know the community does
not want to impose any additional
heartache on Terry’s family.

Thank you.
Andy Skibitsky

Mayor of Westfield
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Trails Master Plan Is Fair And
Benefits All Union County Residents
I attended the open mic forum re-

late to the Watchung Reservation
Master Plan [March 7] at the Trailside
Center with about 300 other people.

Megan Stanley, PP, AICP of Con-
sulting & Municipal Engineers or CME
Associates, who drafted the master
plan, was in attendance and presented
a number of facts prior to the open mic
session of the evening. Ms. Stanley
informed the attendees that the envi-
ronmental impact of the trails includ-
ing wildlife, wetlands, and trees were
studied prior to the drafting of the final
plan. Yet, many in attendance chose to
ignore the facts as she stated them and
continued to make up their own to
bolster their opinion.

For example, Charles Weltner of
Plainfield has been quoted on various
media outlets. He falsely claims that
“the engineering firm only inter-
viewed mountain bikers for their in-
put. They did not interview adjacent
land owners, hikers, trail stewards,
nature students, environmentalists or
birders.” There were, in fact, quite a
few opponents that routinely attended
the Freeholder meetings and very
clearly and quite often voiced the
same reasons presented last evening
for their opposition. Those same
points were the very reason that the
original shared trail plan was amended
to this latest proposal. He also ques-
tions the wildlife and environmental
impact of the trails and used a bill-
board prop for a visual component to
his presentation. Ms. Stanley had al-
ready spoken to this, but Mr. Weltner
chose to disregard her professional
statements in order to further a pre-
planned agenda.

This happened for most of the
evening. Many opponents cited the
lack of communication even though
this was a very open and visible pro-
cess from the beginning. Freeholder
minutes are posted on-line and are
available to everyone. The Master
Plan has been published, amended
and republished for some time now.
In fact, on January 3rd, 2016 Free-
holder Chairman Bergen, gave a
speech in which he states; “Residents
have also asked for new bike paths. I
am pleased to announce we will be
working to create unique paths for
cyclists, hikers, and horse riders in
the Watchung Reservation. This plan
will be unveiled soon.”

Other presenters continued with
false facts throughout the evening.
One such presenter argumentatively
insisted that trees will be cut down
even though Ms. Stanley confirmed
multiple times to the contrary. Many
presenters insisted that wildlife and
wetlands would suffer, even though
Ms. Stanley said that wildlife and
wetlands were taken into consider-
ation and studies reviewed before this
amended Master Plan was proposed.

Other presenters continued to cite
opinions about trail degradation,
noise, safety, maintenance, cost and
others without any substantiated evi-
dence to validate those opinions.

It was clear that the prefabricated
agenda to oppose any bike pathways
in Watchung Reservation is not ame-
nable to the facts as they are pre-
sented by professional engineers and
city officials. The facts are conve-
niently disregarded to suit one par-
ticular agenda. It was embarrassing
to watch our city officials and con-
sultants lambasted and disrespected
in a verbal cacophony of hysterical
claims. After decades of being bul-
lied by one user group who consis-
tently reference the same argument,
don’t you think the politicians and
planners have done their homework
before presenting such a plan? Isn’t it
insulting to purport that a profession-
ally trained environmental engineer
working for one of the top engineer-
ing firms in the area hasn’t consid-
ered these points?

It’s time to work together for what
is in the best interest of our commu-
nity as a whole and that begins by
identifying each other as we are. We
are not happy bird-watching hikers
vs. Red Bull guzzling adrenaline junk-
ies. We are all stakeholders who care
for and enjoy access to the outdoors.
We value the environment and want
our children and grandchildren to
enjoy outdoor play. Through work-
ing together over the past year, listen-
ing to the input of opponents and
proponents, the plan has moved from
shared trail access to a separate trail
system for children and families to
ride their bicycles off-road. This plan
is a fair plan that benefits all residents
in Union County, but especially our
young children and future genera-
tions.

Thomas Dunn
Cranford

Letters to the Editor
Food Establishments Inspected By The
Westfield Regional Health Department

Sanctuary City Resolutions?
What Are They?

I write in regard to the front-page
article in this week’s Leader, “Sanc-
tuary City Debate Continues”. It is
clear from several of those quoted in
the article opposing a sanctuary policy
in Westfield that meaningful debate
suffers from misunderstanding of the
issue on many levels. On a most basic
level, a sanctuary policy does not
encourage local authorities to violate
the law in any way. Rather, it ex-
presses the will of the community that
local police and public officials not
be expected to do a job that they were
neither trained nor hired to do, namely,
enforcing federal immigration law.
Not only would this divert local re-
sources, it would also negatively im-
pact the ability of local law enforce-
ment, health departments, schools and
other public agencies to effectively
deter crime, prevent disease out-
breaks, or provide other critical ser-
vices. Victims and witnesses of crime,
the ill and infirm, and others in dis-
tress who may happen to be immi-
grants living or working in our com-
munity would not come forward out
of fear and distrust of police or offi-
cials who might insist on seeing proof
of legal status or threaten to turn them
or their relatives over to ICE. This
would impede criminal investigations,
embolden criminals, and allow dan-
gerous conditions to fester. On the
most basic level, sanctuary is about
public safety. Many have expressed
opposition to sanctuary policies on
the basis that they somehow promote
or condone illegal immigration. Once
again, adoption of a sanctuary policy
is not an endorsement of those who

violate immigration laws, but rather
an acknowledgement of the realities
we deal with in our communities ev-
ery day. Those realities include the
fact that our immigration system is
broken, and reforms are needed so
that millions who have lived and
worked in this country for years –
many having been brought here as
children – and who consider this coun-
try their home, can come out of the
shadows and participate fully in soci-
ety. They include an appreciation of
the many ways that immigrants – both
legal and undocumented – enrich our
economy and culture. They include
the fact that the vast majority of im-
migrants are hard-working, law-abid-
ing people, many of whom have come
to the US to escape persecution, vio-
lence and hopelessness. And they in-
clude respect for basic human values
of family and freedom.

Most large cities and countless
small towns and communities across
the US, including many in New Jer-
sey, have adopted sanctuary resolu-
tions because they are good public
policy. The current administration
intends to spend billions of federal
tax dollars on immigration enforce-
ment, including hiring an additional
50,000 border control and immigra-
tion enforcement personnel. Local law
enforcement and public agencies have
plenty of important work to do pro-
tecting and supporting our communi-
ties that they should not also be ex-
pected to do the work of federal im-
migration agencies.

Catherine Picker
Westfield

The Westfield Board of Health held
a meeting on March 6, 2017. In Feb-
ruary, 20 retail food establishments
were inspected by the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department. All were
satisfactory, except for two that were
conditionally satisfactory. One res-
taurant had its third rating of less than
satisfactory and was the subject of a
Board Hearing. The restaurant’s
owner agreed to improve procedures.
A suspension of the food license was
held in abeyance and will be imple-
mented for any rating less than satis-
factory during the next year.

The Public Health Nursing report
included the results from eleven
childcare center audits conducted to
ensure compliance with vaccination
requirements. Any facility not at 100
percent compliance will be re-audited.
Three of the eleven are pending re-
audits. Also from the Public Health
Nursing report also noted that Over-
look Hospital is offering the follow-
ing screenings:

Monday, March 20 & 27 – l0 am –
l pm Glucose and Blood Pressure

Each screening requires pre-regis-
tration unless otherwise noted. There
is no fee for the blood pressure and
glucose screenings. All screenings will
be held at the Overlook Downtown
Center located at 357 Springfield
Avenue Summit, New Jersey unless
otherwise indicated. Call 1-800-247-
9580 to register.

Overlook Hospital’s New Vitality

Program is offering the following pro-
grams. New Vitality is a health and
wellness program designed specifi-
cally for adults 65+:

Quit Smoking Program —It’s Not
Quitting, It’s Living!

During this free six-week program,
participants will receive an individual
assessment, nicotine replacement and
six weekly group meetings to learn
techniques that can assist in staying
smoke-free. Preregistration is re-
quired. For more information, call
908-522-2296,

Thursdays; 6 - 7:30 p.m.; 1 Spring-
field Avenue, Third Floor Confer-
ence Room, Summit

Information on the department’s
activities can be found on the website
at www.westfieldnj.gov/health. A
resolution was passed establishing
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School
Global Tuberculosis Institute as the
provider for diagnosis, treatment,
monitoring, nurse case management
and field services for residents with
confirmed or suspected tuberculosis
disease. The complete minutes of the
March 6 meeting will be posted after
review and approval at our next meet-
ing.

The next meeting of the Board of
Health is scheduled for April 3, 2017,
at 5:30 p.m. in the Municipal Build-
ing, the public is invited to attend.

Thomas O’Neill, President
Westfield Board of Health

People Are Rioting, Creating Unrest
And Screaming Hateful Language

For the last 6 weeks or so, rage has
sweep through a portion of the Ameri-
can people over President Trump’s
immigration protocol. People are ri-
oting, creating unrest and screaming
hateful language and dis tolerance of
anybody who would publicly display
support for President Trump.

We must err on the side of caution.
We have short memories of the past.
The following is a complete dossier
of Islamic attacks on American soil.

January 25, 1993 Shooting at CIA
headquarters at Langley, Virginia

February 26, 1993 The first bomb-
ing of the World Trade Center, New
York City

October 12, 2000 Attack on the
USS Cole in the Yemeni Port of Aden

September 11, 2001 The World
Trade Center massacre

July 4, 2002 Los Angeles Airport
shooting

June 1, 2009 Little Rock recruiting
office shooting

April 15, 2013 The Boston mara-
thon bombing

October 23, 2014 Police officers
were attacked in the subways in New
York City

July 16, 2015 The Chattanooga
shootings

December 2, 2015 San Bernardino
attack

June 12, 2016 Mass shooting, Or-
lando Florida nightclub

November 28, 2016 Ohio State
University attack

All these attacks on our sovereignty
and our people of this great nation
were committed in the name of Jihad.
We must recoil on the anger of those
who oppose President Trump’s im-
migration plan.

Do you remember? Can you feel
the devastation, the horror and the
silence of that faithful day, Septem-
ber 11, 2001? You the millennials
were young and maybe the impact of
the attack is not strong in your heart
and mind. I was so moved, I wrote the
following epitaph.

September 11th Reflection:
It was September 11th, 2001, on

that bright sun filled day, the twin
towers glistened in the background of
a blue tranquil sky. Who would have
thought in a moment in time that
tranquility would be shattered not
once but twice, by two high jacked
airliners piloted by terrorists. Death
and destruction their goal.

It’s hard to image the terror in the
hearts of the passengers, knowing
that death was eminent. The mental
anguish of parents must have been
unbearable, powerless to save their
children as they held them tight. The
loss of these precious lives were no
matter to these mass murderers. Their
mission was clear, bring America to
her knees, both planes hit their mark.
The nova like explosion seemed to
set the sky on fire as the first and then
the second tower fell, the smoke and
debris rose; it formed a mushroom
cloud that fell gently to earth creating
a grey shroud over the city as if to
punctuate this horrific event.

Our American sovereignty was
under attack. This is the first time
since the war of 1812 when the Brit-
ish set fire to our Nation’s Capital.
We as a nation were violated, such as
a family is when they discover their
home was broken into, the sick to the
stomach feeling, the fear and appre-
hension for the future. The belief that
life will never be the same again and
that’s a fact we must face but, just like
the mythical Phoenix that rose from
the ashes, our great country rose from
the ashes of September 11th, to be-
come a stronger nation whose people
are united and highly resolve to en-
sure this, and I quote from Abraham
Lincoln’s Gettysburg address, “that
this nation shall not perish from this
earth”.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

50th Annual 

Westfield Rotary Breakfast 
with the Bands

Enjoy:

Local Musicians,

A Leisurely Breakfast &

a MASSIVE 50/50 raffle

 

Saturday, March 19 2016
8 am - Noon

Westfield High School

Admission: $10 

51st Annual

Saturday 

March 18th, 2017

8AM - Noon

Enjoy:

Pancakes and 

Westfield Rotary Breakfast 
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BRING RESULTS

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 
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908-232-4407     goleader.com/subscribe

The Thousands of 

LEADER/TIMES Readers

know what’s what in

Westfield, Scotch Plains,

Mountainside, Cranford

and Garwood. 

To get ALL the local news,

BECOME A  
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52 BIG ISSUES 

mailed to your home...

call us or subscribe 

online today!

In An Age of Tweets, Sentences With
Adjectives And Adverbs Do Matter

Matters of state are so very compli-
cated that legions of experts some-
times work for years to come up with
a cohesive policy statement.

What would we have, for example,
if President George Washington rather
than having given his famous fare-
well address to the nation had tweeted
a one-sentence statement?

Or President Abraham Lincoln had
written a tweet in place of the
Gettysburg Address or his two inau-
gural addresses?

Or President Theodore Roosevelt
had tweeted his Square Deal, his dis-
tant cousin his New Deal, President
Truman his Fair Deal, President
Kennedy his New Frontier? Or if
President Reagan had sent Soviet
Prime Minister Mikhail Gorbachev a
tweet stating, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear
down this wall!” rather than having
said so in his speech in front of the
Berlin Wall?

 What would the historians of the
future say, how could they interpret,
some tweet about this or that major
national or international policy prob-
lem?

 And then there is the literary loss.
 British Prime Minister Winston S.

Churchill addressed the House of
Commons on August 20, 1940 during
the Battle of Britain. Hitler had sent
the Luftwaffe to bomb the British
Isles in preparation for invasion and
occupation. He praised the pilots of
the Royal Air Force with his famous,
“Never in the field of human conflict
was so much owed by so many to so
few.”

 He concluded his speech by ex-
pressing his optimism about the grow-
ing alliance between his country and
the United States.

“For my own part, looking out upon
the future, I do not view the process

with any misgivings. I could not stop
it if I wished; no one can stop it.

Like the Mississippi, it just keeps
rolling along. Let it roll. Let it roll on
full flood, inexorable, irresistible,
benignant, to broader lands and bet-
ter days.”

 We should all learn the value of
such literary prose in our daily af-
fairs. That complete sentences with
adjectives and adverbs do matter. That
grammar does count. That not every-
thing can be reduced to some dis-
jointed assertion of something or
other.

For if we took the time to ponder
what we would like to say and pay
attention to how we would like to
express ourselves, there would be
more thoughts worth stating and more
statements worth reading.

 And especially for a President there
must be the time to ponder and re-
flect. Immediate response to this prob-
lem or that issue does not serve the
country or the larger world well. And
this is particularly so because facts do
matter and must first be established
before a President, let alone anyone
else, should put pen to paper.

For in this world of growing uncer-
tainty there can be no place for presi-
dential tweeting that only serves to
create further uncertainty.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Writer Attacks Over
Obamacare

As a constituent in New Jersey’s
7th Congressional district, I was sur-
prised to hear and read Rep. Leonard
Lance’s remarks condemning New
Jersey citizens. Rep. Lance said with-
out any evidence that the New Jersey
voters who attended his town hall
meetings protesting his vote to repeal
and replace the Affordable Care Act
and his support of President Trump’s
executive order discriminating
against religion are paid by a Hillary
Clinton Super PAC.

Such a dishonest accusation belies
the integrity he swore to uphold as an
elected representative. Such dishon-
est behavior on his part misrepre-
sents his constituents.

As Abraham Lincoln, the greatest
elected official of the Republican
Party, said: “You can fool all the
people some of the time and you can
fool some of the people all of the
time, but you can’t fool all the people
all of the time.’’ Here’s hoping Rep.
Lance takes Lincoln to heart and
apologizes for taking his constituents
for granted.

Lisa Winkler
Summit
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‘Teddy Roosevelt’ to Be
SAR Speaker March 22

WESTFIELD — The West Fields
Chapter Sons of the American Revo-
lution (SAR) will hold its Annual
Dinner on Wednesday, March 22,
and hear about American President
Theodore Roosevelt as portrayed
by Peyton Dixon.

Open to the public, the dinner
will begin at 6 p.m. at the Echo Lake
Country Club, located at 515 Spring-
field Avenue, Westfield. The Color
Guard will present the colors, new
members will be received, officers
installed and several awards will be
presented.

The cost is $50 per person. Res-
ervations are required. Interested
persons are advised that the dress
code at Echo Lake is jacket and tie
for men, cocktail attire for women.
For reservations or more informa-
tion, call Chapter President Warren
Fristensky at (908) 654-1731.

“Theodore Roosevelt – Ameri-
can in the Arena” will recall the life
of the 36th President. When Presi-
dent William McKinley was assas-
sinated in 1901, Vice President
Theodore Roosevelt bounded into
the Presidency, bringing his bois-
terous and vigorous young family
to the White House.

War hero to Nobel Peace Prize
winner, naturalist to Imperialist, Presi-
dent Roosevelt promoted progressiv-
ism and strong government control of
business. Roosevelt’s domestic po-

litical agenda was described as a
“Square Deal,” emphasizing his com-
mitment to ensure that the average
citizen would get a “fair share.”

Believing that the security of the
American people would be achieved
through leadership on the world
stage, President Roosevelt ensured
that the influence of the United
States would grow to span the globe.
He also is remembered for the slo-
gan, “Speak softly and carry a big
stick, and you will go far.”

MR. PRESIDENT...Peyton Dixon, pic-
tured, will portray 36th United States
President Theodore Roosevelt at the
Annual Dinner of the West Fields Chap-
ter of the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion on Wednesday, March 22, at the
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield.

Knights Conducting
Easter Food Drive

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus currently are
holding their annual Easter Food Drive.

Canned and dry food goods, tur-
keys and hams can be dropped off
from 4 to 6 p.m. weekdays at the rear
entrance to the Knights’ council hall.
The hall is located at 37 South Av-
enue, Garwood, opposite the Food
Emporium (turn at Marty Shoes.)
Parking is available behind the coun-
cil hall off Willow Avenue. Visitors
are advised to use the side-door en-
trance.

Monetary donations should be
made payable to “The Garwood
Knights of Columbus Easter Food
Drive,” attention Keith M. Gallagher.
For more information, call (908) 789-
9809 or Keith at (908) 789-0931.

WINNING DUO...Garden Club of Westfield members Elaine Junguenet, left, and
Jill Crouch won two blue ribbons for their entry in the Andersen Window category
of the New Jersey Garden and Flower Show on February 24 at the New Jersey
Convention and Expo Center in Edison. Their window was designed to represent
the life and art of Henri Matisse using the window as a symbolic way to look into
his workspace. They painted the representations of his art and selected the plant
material that might be a part of his paintings.

Fans of ‘Downton Abbey’
Enjoy Dinner at Hetfield

DOWNTON DELIGHTS...The intermezzo course is served during the “Downton
Abbey”-themed dinner fundraiser held at Mountainside’s Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House on February 24.

MOUNTAINSIDE – From the
moment guests arrived in their
Edwardian-era dress, the theme
continued throughout the evening.
On February 24, Mountainside’s
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House
was the scene of a “Downton Ab-
bey”-themed dinner party. Guests
arrived to “Downton Abbey” mu-
sic and a Pimm’s Punch reception
featuring hors d’oeuvres passed by
tuxedoed servers.

The atmosphere was lively as
discussion revolved around the
antics of the Crowley family and
their  household during the
“Downton Abbey” series. After the
reception, the 16 guests moved to
the dining room for soup, inter-
mezzo and a main dish of either
Beef Wellington or Seafood
Newburgh accompanied by Pota-
toes Lyonnais and Minted Pea Tim-

bales. A trio of desserts included
Chocolate Éclair, Warm Apple
Charlotte and Chocolate Almond
Sour Cream Cake. Most recipes
for the evening came from the “Un-
official Downton Abbey Cook-
book” by Emily Ansara Baines.

Presented by the volunteers of
the Mountainside Historic Com-
mittee as a fundraiser, the evening
ended with a spirited and discus-
sion-provoking “Downton Abbey”
trivia contest.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House and Levi Cory House are
located at Constitution Plaza adja-
cent to the Mountainside Public
Library. The Mountainside Resto-
ration Committee is comprised of
volunteers governed by the Bor-
ough of Mountainside, whose pur-
pose is to restore and maintain the
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House
and the Levi Cory House and col-
lect and save historic information
and items from destruction. For
information or to donate funds, call
(908) 789-9420 or go to
mountainsidehistory.org.

WHY WE DANCE...Regina McKay and Quincy Sanchez show their moves in
the 2016 Why We Dance event held at the Forest Road Park Building in
Fanwood. The 2017 Why We Dance event is scheduled for Sunday, March 26,
from 2 to 5:30 p.m. Free and open to the community, it will again be held at the
Forest Road Park Building.

Why We Dance Workshop
On Tap For March 26

FANWOOD — The ninth annual
Why We Dance workshop will take
place at Forest Road Park in
Fanwood on Sunday, March 26,
from 2 to 5:30 p.m. Free and open
to the community, this event will
include workshops on hip-hop,
belly dance/Bollywood and Afri-
can dance.

Workshop leaders will include
Tatianna J. Dorsey, Naleesa Jacob,
Titilayo “Titi” Majoyeogbe and
Saideh Browne.

Ms. Browne is a personal trainer
and author and has appeared on
media outlets such as the “Dr. Oz”
show. She will give motivational

tips on maintaining good health
and how people can better take
care of themselves.

Ms. Dorsey has been working
with Why We Dance for the past
four years and will teach a contem-
porary hip-hop class. She founded
Pure Passion Dance Company in
2013.

Ms. Majoyeogbe, the artistic di-
rector and choreographer for
T.M.A.J. Dance Company, will
teach an African dance class.

This is Ms. Jacob’s first year
leading a Why We Dance work-
shop. She is a professional dancer
and will teach Middle Eastern and
Bollywood-style dancing.

The upcoming program is made
possible in part by a HEART (His-
tory, Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. For
more information on the classes and
the festival, contact coordinator
Candace Waller at (908) 432-2003
or whywedance@gmail.com.

Westfield Home Transformation
To Be Featured on NBC March 25

About a year ago, Westfield father
Darren Lederman lost his fight to
leukemia. In the spirit of paying it
forward, local design/build company
Michael Robert Construction has
teamed up again with NBC’s “George
to the Rescue” to give the Lederman
family a fresh start. The show, sched-
uled to air on March 25 at 9:30 a.m.,
will feature the Westfield family, the
construction/design process, and the
reveal of renovations.

During Darren Lederman’s final
years, the family — wife Stacey and
children Noah and Emma — had
moved in with Stacey’s parents (long-
term Westfield residents), and after
he passed, they made this their home.
But difficult memories overpowered
the space. A friend recommended the
home for NBC’s “George to the Res-
cue,” a show focusing on renovating
homes of families with special cir-
cumstances and challenges. When
approached by NBC, Michael and

Ellie Mroz of Michael Robert Con-
struction and Ellie Mroz Designs
couldn’t be more enthusiastic about
helping out a fellow Westfield family.

The husband/wife team, along
with the crew of “George,” set upon
the task of completely renovating
three bedrooms, a bathroom and
more. While Mike and his crew fo-
cused on construction, Ellie focused
on interior design. The team worked
tirelessly to secure donations from
local vendors, with their company
donating all of the labor and addi-
tional supplies that were needed.

To see the transformation and the
family’s reaction, tune in or set your
DVR for the episode. There will
also be a feed available on Michael
Robert Construction’s Facebook
page, https://www.facebook.com/
michaelrobertconstruction.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

JLEP Event to Help Women
Prepare For Employment

CRANFORD — The Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
(JLEP) Career Closet and the Alli-
ance of Career Development
Nonprofits (ACDN) will host a
celebratory event in honor of
Women’s History Month from 8:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
March 22, at the Jumble Store, lo-
cated at 110 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford.

The ACDN, Career Closet and
11 other ACDN member organiza-
tions are kicking off Smart & Sexy
Day events in March throughout
the United States aimed at helping

women prepare as much as pos-
sible for employment. Launched in
2012 by ACDN, these events are
sponsored by Smart & Sexy, a pri-
vately-held lingerie company.

ACDN member organizations
will provide a day of workforce
training, professional image classes
and individual support for women
with the goal of enabling them to
take action, secure employment and
enhance the quality of their lives.

Women who attend the events at
a participating ACDN location will
receive job-seeking skills training
from leading local industry profes-
sionals and dedicated volunteers.
Attendees also will be taught how
to shop and build a professional
wardrobe on a budget.

To register for the event at the
JLEP location, either e-mail
careercloset@jlepnj.org or call and
leave a message at (908) 709-1177.

Group to Commence
For Creative Women
GARWOOD — Garwood artist

Leona Seufert is starting a group
for “Creative Women” where par-
ticipants can meet and discuss cre-
ative issues, attain inspiration, dis-
cuss projects and receive critiques
in a supportive atmosphere. The
first meeting will be held on
Wednesday, March 22, from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m., at the Garwood Pub-
lic Library, located at 411 Third
Avenue, Garwood.

A professional artist with a stu-
dio in Garwood, Ms. Seufert cre-
ates unique jewelry and does digi-
tal  photography enhanced in
Photoshop. She has exhibited her
artwork in numerous group and solo
shows in galleries in the tri-state
area and at the Hoboken Historical
Museum and the New Jersey State
Museum in Trenton.

Her art can be viewed on her
online gallery, studio-l.tripod.com/
index.htm. She may be contacted
at studio-l@att.net. For questions
about the Creative Women group,
call (908) 228-2427.

Seniors to Get Tips
On Fall Prevention

CRANFORD — Physical thera-
pist Barbara Reuven of AmeriCare
Physical Therapy will provide tips to
senior citizens during a program on
Thursday, March 23, on how to avoid
falls and how to improve balance and
stability.

This program will take place at 1
p.m. at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter, located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
Ms. Reuven has extensive training in
Functional Movement Screening and
the McKenzie Method. Free and open
to all, the program is being sponsored
by the Cranford Public Library.

Seeing Eye Pup Due
At Garwood Library
GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-

lic Library invites families to visit on
Wednesday, March 22, at 3:15 p.m.,
to meet “Otter,” a Labrador Retriever
who is training to become a Seeing
Eye dog.

Children and their parents will learn
how “Otter” and other dogs like him
learn to assist people with visual im-
pairments.

The library will have a donation jar
available; monies raised by this pre-
sentation will go to the Pennies for
Pups program at the Seeing Eye of
Morristown. Contributions will help
“Usher,” a male German shepherd
puppy who is just starting his training
as a Seeing Eye dog.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. Regis-
tration is required for this program.
For more information, call the li-
brary at (908) 789-1670 or visit
youseemore.com/Garwood.

Junior Women Offer
Breakfast With Bunny
CRANFORD — The Cranford Jun-

ior Woman’s Club will present Break-
fast with the Bunny on Saturday, April
1. Two seating times are available, at
9:30 and 11 a.m. It will take place at
the Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue.

There will be bagels, muffins and
doughnuts for everyone. Children
will color Easter pictures, make a
simple craft and get their picture
taken with the Easter Bunny. Fami-
lies are asked to bring their own
camera. Seating is limited so early
ticket purchase is recommended.

Tickets are available for $7 online
at cranfordjwc.com or for $6 at the
Cranford Public Library, 224 Wal-
nut Avenue, and Periwinkles Fine
Gifts, 17 North Union Avenue,
Cranford.

This event is sponsored by the
Cranford Junior Woman’s Club as a
fundraiser for its Scholarship Fund
and General Philanthropic.

Free Seminar to Be Held
For Activists, Advocacy

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church, located at 125
Elmer Street, Westfield, will offer
an interactive seminar, free and open
to the public, on Sunday, March 26,
from 2 to 4:30 p.m. Registration is
required. Participants are asked to
arrive at 1:30 p.m. for check in.

The seminar is entitled “Preserv-
ing Sanity, Safety and Soul in Tur-
bulent Times: Psychological, Legal
and Spiritual Considerations for Ac-
tivists and Advocates.”

The Reverend Dr. Mark Boyea,
senior minister, will speak on “Right
Intention, Right Speech, Right Ac-
tion: Moral and Spiritual Consider-
ations.”

Peggy A. Rothbaum, Ph.D., a psy-
chologist, writer and community ac-
tivist, will discuss “Managing Stress
and Avoiding Burnout in an Era of
Anxiety and Activism.”

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq., share-
holder, Jardim, Meisner and Susser
in Florham Park, will address “Civil
or Uncivil Disobedience: What’s the
Difference and Does It Matter?”

For registration and questions, in-

terested persons are asked to e-mail
0317fccadvocacy@gmail.com.
They are requested not to call the
church. E-mails will be answered as
soon as possible.

RAP Meeting Set
Tuesday in Fanwood
FANWOOD — The Refugee As-

sistance Partners (RAP), an inter-
faith coalition in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood area, will hold its next
meeting on Tuesday, March 21, at
7:30 p.m., at the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church. The church is located at
74 S. Martine Avenue, Fanwood.

In light of the most recent federal
executive order, signed on March 6,
suspending incoming refugee resettle-
ment for 120 days, RAP will address
actions to continue its support for
refugee resettlement in New Jersey.

RAP meets on the third Tuesday
of each month; all meetings are free
and open to the public. Meetings are
typically held at various places of
worship and rotate month-by-month,
primarily within the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood communities. For more
information, e-mail
refugeeassistancepartnersnj@gmail.com.

Garden Club Plans
Fundraiser Event

CRANFORD — The Garden Club
of Cranford will hold a Brunch and
Bouquets fundraiser to benefit the
Frances Wismer Scholarship on Sun-
day, March 26, from noon to 3 p.m. It
will take place at Pairings palate +
plate, located at 10 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford.

A limited number of tickets are
available, at $55, to be purchased
prior to the event. For tickets and
further information, call Julie Murphy
at (908) 415-6781.

Old Guard to Learn About
Assisi Musical Program

Professor Scime

SUMMIT — Professor Gregory
Scime of Seton Hall University will
speak to the Summit Old Guard at its
Tuesday, March 21 meeting. He will
talk about his role as artis-
tic director of “Assisi Per-
forming Arts.”

Professor Scime will
describe this unique mu-
sical program that is of-
fered in the medieval
city of Assisi, Italy and
includes musicians and
orchestras from the
United States and be-
yond, plus faculty from
important universities.

In addition to study,
the program provides a
“retreat.” Guided by the
local monsignor, it begins with six
days of retreat activities like
sightseeing, concerts and explor-
ing the history of Assisi. After din-
ner, retreat participants attend con-
certs of Assisi Performing Arts;
world-class musicians perform all
styles of vocal and instrumental

music. Participants also attend
events at the Basilica of Saint
Francis and Santa Maria Maggiore
in Assisi, plus Saint Peter’s Ba-

silica in Rome. Last
year, an alumnus per-
formed for Pope Francis.

All active men age 50-
plus are invited to at-
tend the Tuesday morn-
ing meetings of the Sum-
mit Area Old Guard.
Meetings are held at the
New Providence Mu-
nicipal Center, located
at 360 Elkwood Avenue,
New Providence. A cof-
fee hour starts at 9:15
a.m., followed by a 10
a.m. business meeting

brightened by singing and humor.
Guest speakers begin at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays,
concerts and other cultural events.
For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log onto
the website summitoldguard.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on March
27, 2017, at 7:30 pm., Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, First Floor Council
Chambers to hear the application of Marco
Vasquez and Monika Vasquez Wasilczuk
for Minor Subdivision approval for prop-
erty located at 176 & 182 Harding Road,
Block 3902, Lots 7 & 8, R-3A Zone, to
subdivide the existing lots into 2 lots. The
following variance is required:

Section 23-3.4D,  Schedule of Yard and
Building Height Limitations for Detached
Secondary Buildings in Residential Dis-
tricts of the Township’s Ordinances stipu-
lates:

Para. J, R-3A Zone, Column 2, Side &
Rear Yard Set-back (feet) >200 square
feet.

Proposed Lot 7.01
Minimum Required: 5 feet. Existing/Pro-

posed by Plan: 2.92 feet existing.
The Applicant is also requesting any and

all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

The application, plans and related pa-
pers are on file in the Office of the Planning
Board and are available for inspection
during regular office hours (Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.)

All interested persons may be present
and be heard at said hearing in accor-
dance with the rules of the Planning Board.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 3/16/17, The Times Fee: $35.70

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-17-003
to be located in Zone: R-3, on the premises
known as 8 Greaves Place, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016, Block No. 174, Lot No. 26,
has been submitted by: Nicole & Philip
Pawelko of 8 Greaves Place, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

The construction of a dormer to increase
the volume of the walk up attic located on
the third floor of the single family resi-
dence. The area of this finished bedroom
is not being increased nor is the overall
height of the structure. The proposed dor-
mer is located in the rear of the house. The
new construction compliments the style of
the home and is similar to other homes on
the block and any additional relief that may
be required from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on March 20, 2017
at 8:15 p.m. in Room 107 of the Cranford
Township Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any
person or persons affected by this applica-
tion will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Nicole & Philip Pawelko

8 Greaves Place
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 3/16/17, The Leader Fee: $42.33

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford adopted Reso-
lution No. 2017-142, awarding a profes-
sional services agreement pursuant to the
“non-fair and open” process (N.J.S.A.
19:44A-20.5 et seq.), which is available for
public inspection at the office of the Mu-
nicipal Clerk. The agreement will also be
made available for public inspection at the
office of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Excel Environmental Re-
sources, Inc.; 111 North Center Drive,
North Brunswick, New Jersey 08902.

Service: Licensed Site Remediation
Professional (LSRP) Services in connec-
tion with Birchwood Avenue property.

Term: One (1) year term
Fee: Not to exceed $34,330.00

Tara Rowley
Township Clerk

1 T - 3/16/17, The Leader Fee: $20.91

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION
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Franklin and Janice Nelson

Franklin and Janice Nelson
Celebrate 60th Anniversary
Franklin and Janice Nelson of

Lighthouse Point, Fla. and Westfield,
N.J. celebrated their 60th anniver-
sary on February 15, 2017.

Their love story began when Esso
sent a young Union County salesman
to Cape May County, where he met
and fell in love with a beautiful el-
ementary school teacher. They were
married February 15, 1957, in The
Little Church Around the Corner in
New York City.

The Nelsons spent the majority of
their married life in Westfield, where
they raised their family and enjoyed
their religious and social life at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Echo Lake
Country Club, Westfield Tennis Club
and the Westfield Area Y. They fondly
reminisce of their many years spent

participating in the Grant and Wash-
ington School Shows.

They have four children, former
Westfield Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins of Lighthouse Point, Fla.,
Chris Nelson and his wife, Mary, of
Barrington, R.I., Amy Parada and her
husband, Ray, of Westfield, and Guy
Nelson and his wife, Ha, of Greens-
boro, N.C.

They have six grandchildren,
Britton, Griffith and Spencer Kimmins
of Los Angeles, Calif., Christian and
Paige Nelson of Barrington, R.I., and
Guy Nelson of Greensboro, N.C. They
also adore their five granddogs.

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson celebrated
their anniversary with family and
friends at the Lighthouse Point Yacht
Club in Lighthouse Point, Fla.

JUNIOR CHEFS...Middle-school students in Congregation Beth Israel’s youth
group, Kadima, participate in a “Chopped”-style competition at their monthly
meeting on February 22 at the synagogue in Scotch Plains. Using a variety of
interesting foods, the teams created delicacies with themes related to the Jewish
holiday of Purim. Kadima is the international youth organization for Jewish pre-
teens in grades 6 through 8, sponsored by the United Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism. Congregation Beth Israel’s Kadima chapter meets one Wednesday and
one Sunday each month, and offers pre-teens social, cultural and community
outreach opportunities.

Miller-Cory to Showcase
Ladies’ Needlework Sunday
WESTFIELD — One of the ma-

jor tasks of the colonial housewife’s
day was the production of clothing
and linens for her family. Needle-
work and other hand work were not
only essential skills, but also a way
to keep busy during rare spare time.
To be called “an industrious
woman” was the greatest of com-
pliments.

The Miller-Cory House Museum,
located at 614 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, will highlight these skills
this Sunday, March 19, from 2 to 4
p.m., in a program called “Busy
Fingers – Ladies’ Needlework.”
Visitors can watch some “industri-
ous women” demonstrate hand sew-
ing, knitting, weaving on a lap loom
and crewel embroidery. Children
also may participate in a simple
doll-sewing craft.

The program will include tours
of the fully restored, 1740 farm-
house museum, as well as open-
hearth cooking demonstrations fea-
turing period techniques and reci-
pes. Admission is $4 for ages 13
and older; $3 for ages 3 to 12, and
free for those age 2 and younger.

The museum will begin its spring
schedule on Sunday, April 2, with
“The Art of Shoemaking.” Addi-
tionally, Miller-Cory’s popular
“Annual Sheep-to-Shawl Festival”
makes its return on Sunday, April
30.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
is listed on both the State and Na-
tional Registers of Historic Places
and as a site on the New Jersey

Women’s Heritage Trail. It is avail-
able for special tours and craft pro-
grams for schools, Scouts or other
community groups.

For more information, call (908)
232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Details on all programs also are
posted on the museum’s Facebook
page.  The website is
millercoryhouse.org.

Temple Invites All
To Passover Seder

WESTFIELD — Temple Emanu-
El, located at 756 East Broad Street,
Westfield, welcomes all to gather in
prayer at the community Passover
Seder table on Tuesday, April 11, at
6 p.m. Senior Rabbi Doug Sagal
and Cantor Martha Novick will lead
the service, which memorializes the
Jews’ sacred pilgrimage from Egyp-
tian bondage to freedom in the Land
of Israel.

“The Passover Seder tells the
story of our people’s journey from
bondage to freedom. It is a joyful
and inspirational celebration. We
welcome everyone to our table,”
said Rabbi Sagal.

The cost for non-members is $60
per adult and $25 per child under age
12. All are welcome and reservations
are needed by Friday, March 24. In-
terested persons are asked to contact
Brian Chartock, executive director,
at (908) 232-6770, extension no. 114,
or bchartock@tewnj.org.

Library Events to Spotlight
Indian Cooking, Suffragists
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Memorial Library will present a
program on Indian cooking on
Tuesday, March 21, at
6:30 p.m., and an event
entitled “Encountering
the Suffragists” on
Wednesday, March 22,
at 7 p.m.

Charu Jhalani will
present the program on
Indian culture and cui-
sine and will demon-
strate how to prepare
the classic Indian dish
Paneer Butter Masala,
served with naan and
rice. Attendees will be
able to taste the fin-
ished product and will
receive a printed copy
of the recipe.

Program attendees who have al-
lergies to cashew nuts, or the other
ingredients (paneer cheese, cream,
tomatoes and spices), are cautioned
not to consume the dish.

In the second program, actress
and storyteller Laurie MacDonnell-
Gaulke will present “Sit in the Cor-
ner and Be a Good Girl: Encoun-
tering the Suffragists.” A celebra-
tion of the struggle for women’s
right to vote, this program features
the voices of women, famous and
unknown, who tell what attaining
the right to vote really meant, from
the first convention of 1848 to the
final ratification of the 19th Amend-
ment in 1920.

This program about the strong
and passionate women behind the
women’s right to vote will use pri-
mary sources such as diaries, let-
ters and journals to represent the
characters.

Ms. MacDonnell-Gaulke spe-
cializes in creating historical por-
trayals of real women with real

stories to tell. She has
a master’s degree in
cultural anthropol-
ogy and her research
skills and talent as an
actress and story-
teller bring historical
figures to life in an
entertaining and edu-
cational way.

These programs
are free and open to
Westfield Memorial
Library and MURAL
cardholders.  MU-
RAL cardholders be-
long to the 43 librar-
ies that are part of

the Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. Interested
persons are encouraged to visit the
Westfield Memorial  Library
website, wmlnj.org, and click on
the “About Us” tab to see if their
library participates. To register for
either or both of the upcoming pro-
grams, visit wmlnj.org and click
on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on
Westfield Memorial Library pro-
grams and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up
for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
at 550 East Broad Street for a copy
of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Charu Jhalani

Cranford Library Reveals
Addition of Hoopla Digital

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224 Wal-
nut Avenue, recently added hoopla
digital to its array of online re-
sources. Available to Cranford Pub-
lic Library cardholders, hoopla
contains nearly half a million titles
in six different formats: movies,
television,  music albums, e-
audiobooks, e-books and comics/
graphic novels.

There are no hold lists. Every
item is available immediately. On
a mobile device, content may be
temporarily downloaded and ac-
cessed offline or, using either the
hoopla app or a computer, content
may be streamed. Cranford Public
Library cardholders may borrow
up to five titles per month. For the
library’s younger patrons, hoopla
features a “Kids Mode” option.

To register for hoopla digital for
free with their Cranford Library card,
individuals can use their mobile de-
vice to download the hoopla digital
app from the Apple or Google Play
store. If using a computer, visit
hoopladigital.com/home. Hoopla also
can be accessed by going to
cranfordlibrary.org and clicking on

the Online Resources tab. To register,
individuals will need their library card
number and PIN (Personal Identifi-
cation Number). In order to use
hoopla, individuals must be a patron
in good standing, with no outstanding
fines or fees, no overdue materials,
and a valid, unexpired Cranford Li-
brary card. Those needing a PIN or
who have questions about their ac-
count are asked to contact the library
at (908) 709-7272.

Westfield Rotary Seeks
Scholarship Applications

WESTFIELD — The deadline
for graduating seniors to submit
their applications to the Westfield
Rotary Club Foundation Scholar-
ship Committee is Wednesday,
April 5. To be eligible for under-
graduate scholarship assistance,
applicants must be residents of
Westfield and members of the Class
of 2017 at Westfield High School
or other accredited high schools.

Westfield High School applicants
may only apply through the guid-
ance department. Applications may
be downloaded from
whs.westfieldnjk12.org/pages/
Westfield_High_School. Go to De-
partments, Counseling and see left
side 2017 local scholarships.
Graduating seniors from other high
schools may complete Rotary’s
supplemental  form found at
westfieldrotary.com under
Projects/Scholarships and mail in
care of Phil Richardson, Westfield
Rotary Scholarship Chair, P.O. Box
2247, Westfield, N.J. 07091-2247.
Applications prepared electroni-
cally will not be considered.

Due to the generosity of a
Rotarian now deceased, one schol-
arship is available to a Westfield
High School alumnus/alumna who
is now a college graduate and will
be attending law school. Such ap-
plicants will find instructions and
an application at
westfieldrotary.com.

The Westfield Rotary Club Foun-
dation Scholarship Program is the
oldest and largest in the town, hav-
ing awarded nearly $2.6 million in
scholarships to more than 1,650
students since its inception in 1923.

Committee members are Rotarians
and include Mary Ellen O’Boyle,
Tony LaPorta, Jayson Astel, Chung
Kun Shih and Phil Richardson,
chairman.

The criteria for consideration are
not only academic achievement but
financial need and evidence of sig-
nificant community service. The Ro-
tary motto is “Service Above Self;”
therefore, the service aspect of each
applicant’s résumé is of particular
interest to the committee.

Rotary’s group of scholarships,
which average around $3,500, are
financed by proceeds from the
club’s annual Pancake Breakfast,
taking place this Saturday, March
18; other fundraisers during the
year, and a managed fund com-
prised of donations and bequests
by Rotarians, their families and
friends. In addition to its own schol-
arship program, the club’s founda-
tion administers several scholar-
ships on behalf of the community-
based Westfield Foundation.

First Baptist to Hold
Chili-Bingo Night

WESTFIELD — All are welcome
to join the congregation of the First
Baptist Church of Westfield for a chili
dinner and Bingo Night beginning at 6
p.m. this Saturday, March 18.

This event will take place on the
lower level of the church, located at
170 Elm Street, Westfield. First Bap-
tist will provide the chili dinner. At-
tendees are asked to bring along a side
dish or dessert to share. A “bring and
take” prize table will be featured, for
which participants are invited to bring
something. There will be no monetary
winnings in this Bingo Night.

Blood Drive to Be
Held Next Week

CLARK — New Jersey Blood Ser-
vices will host a Community Blood
Drive on Thursday, March 23, between
1:30 and 7:30 p.m. It will take place at
the Clark Volunteer Emergency Squad,
located at 875 Raritan Road.

Every donor will receive a $5-off
Whole Foods Market coupon and a
$10-off Houlihan’s coupon as a thank
you. To make an appointment, visit
tinyurl.com/ClarkBloodDrives or call
1-(800) 933-2566. Walk-ins also will
be welcome.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Fanwood Dental Associates
225 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, NJ 07023

908-322-7111
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry • New Patients Always Welcome

Emergencies Accepted • Same Day Denture Repair
Evening and Saturday Appointments Available

Most Insurances Accepted

New Knitting Group Begins
Geared to Service Projects

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church has
launched a new group for anyone
who knits or crochets with an eye
toward mission and service.

The program, called KniTTogether,
is a weekly gathering to talk and so-
cialize and create for a common cause.
Knitters will make crib-sized baby
blankets to be donated to Raphael’s
Life House in Elizabeth. Raphael’s
Life House is a 12-bed temporary
shelter for homeless young women,
ages 18 to 21, who are either pregnant
or who have a baby age 18 months or
younger.

This new KniTTogether group will
provide 12 blankets to start and then
additional blankets of various sizes to
meet the ongoing need at the shelter.
KniTTogether is free and open to the
public. There is no need to respond in
advance, although knitters are en-
couraged to e-mail the church office
at office@willowgrovechurch.org to
find out which type of yarn is re-
quired for the blankets.

The KniTTogether group meets ev-
ery Wednesday at 3 p.m. in the Kiep
Lounge at the Willow Grove Presbyte-
rian Church, located at 1961 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains. There is ample
on-site parking and the church is fully

handicapped-accessible. For more
details, e-mail the church office, call
(908) 232-5678 or visit the church
website at willowgrovechurch.org.

You’ll Get
 Results with

Classified Ads!
     One classified advertiser tells 
another what a big selling job a little 
LEADER/TIMES Ad can do. The 
classified advertising section of these 
newspapers are like a great “market 
place” where buyer meets seller . . . 
with the most gratifying results for 
both. Try and see!

908-232-4407
goleader.com/form/classified

The Westfield Leader

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 
TIMES

Thank You for Your 

Continued Support!

to get the latest edition of

GREAT WAYS

By Subscription. Done easily and 

effectively on our website by going to 

goleader.com/subscribe

Paper Boxes. Located at the Westfield 

Post Office and Train Station.

Our Office. Stop by 251 North Avenue 

in Westfield for as many copies as you 

need. We’re on the 3rd floor.

Area Stores. Several stores carry the 

newspapers. For a complete list, go to 

goleader.com/presskit/stores

Michael Boyle

60
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Tamaques Cub Scouts
Are Honored at Dinner

SCOUTS SUCCEED...Cub Scout Pack 273 Arrow of Light recipients are pic-
tured with their den leaders and den chief. They are, from left to right, bottom row,
Derrick Zhao, Christopher Wellnitz, Collin Greco, Jonathan Jiao and Brendan
Xavier; middle row, Deven Patel, Michael Logozzo, Benjamin Ackerman, Devan
Patel, Evan Swiat and Joshy Fajardo, and top row, Parag Patel, Den Leader;
Andrew Wellnitz, Den Chief, and Dan Ackerman, Den Leader.

WESTFIELD — Tamaques El-
ementary School Cub Scout Pack
273 of Westfield held its annual
Blue and Gold Dinner on March 9
at the Westfield Knights of Co-
lumbus hall.

As a service project to support
Scouting, food donations were col-
lected for the local food pantry.
Approximately 120 Cub Scouts,

family members and Boy Scouts
were in attendance to celebrate
the 11 fifth-grade Webelo Scouts
who earned the Arrow of Light
Award.

The Arrow of Light is the high-
est rank in Cub Scouting. Eight of
the Scouts also crossed over and
will continue into Boy Scouting
with either Troop 72 or Troop 273,
both of Westfield.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000698

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-013588-16

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE UNDER THE
POOLING AND SERVICING AGREEMENT
RELATING TO IMPAC SECURED ASSETS
CORP. MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CER-
TIFICATES, SERIES 20072

VS.
Defendant: WILLIAM LEPINSKY; GARRY P.

LEPINSKY; CAROL LEPINSKY; AMERICAN
TRADING CO; AND NEW CENTURY FINAN-
CIAL SERVICES

Sale Date: 04/05/2017
Writ of Execution: 12/20/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Forty-Two Thousand Three Hundred Twelve and
38/100*** $342,312.38.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Fanwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 65
Locust Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

TAX LOT #35, BLOCK # 66.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: South Avenue.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 8,419 Square

Feet.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Fifty-Two Thou-

sand Six Hundred Thirty and 64/100***
$352,630.64 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 03/09, 03/16, 03/23
& 03/30/17 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000690

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-8559-16

Plaintiff: BCB COMMUNITY BANK
VS.
Defendant: BRIAN J. MERKEL AND DIANE

M. MERKEL, H/W, STACEY FRIEDMAN AND
MR. AND MRS. SONA

Sale Date: 04/05/2017
Writ of Execution: 12/16/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Nineteen Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety-Five
and 53/100*** $119,995.53.

Premises to be foreclosed are commonly
known as: 2 Sailer Street, Township of Cranford,
County of Union, State of New Jersey.

Said premises are also known as: Block 304,
Lot 16.01.

Approximate dimensions of premises: 101.31
feet X 250 feet x 50 feet x 100 feet x 51.27 feet x
150 feet.

Located approximately 150 from the intersec-
tion of Adams Street and Sailer Street.

A more complete legal description of said
premises can be found in Deed Book 4106, Page
60 and Deed Book 5140 page 40.

Sale is subject to outstanding sewer lien of
$8.30 as of December 31, 2016.

The real estate taxes are current as of Decem-
ber 31, 2016.

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Twenty-One
Thousand Nine Hundred Nine and 12/100***
$121,909.12 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
OSTROWITZ & OSTROWITZ
225 GORDONS CORNER RD
MANALAPAN, NEW JERSEY 07726
(732) 446-2800
4 T - 03/09, 03/16, 03/23
& 03/30/17 Fee: $175.44

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000617

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-052666-10

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A. AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: ERIC M. HIRSCH; RACHEL MF.

MORLING; PNC BANK; STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY

Sale Date: 03/29/2017
Writ of Execution: 12/20/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-Eight Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Three
and 06/100*** $558,463.06.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 131 KING
STREET, FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023-
1500.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 7, BLOCK 101 on the
official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of FAN WOOD.

Dimensions: 96.65 feet X 42.87 feet X 123.78
feet X 61.70 feet X 51.63 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Helen Street.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Seventy-Five

Thousand Nine Hundred Fifteen and 89/100***
$575,915.89 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 03/02, 03/09, 03/16
& 03/23/17 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000598

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-39022-08

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION AS TRUSTEE FOR THE STRUCTURED
ASSE INVESTMENT LOAN TRUST, 2005-8

VS.
Defendant: JAMES LANGTON; MARY JANE

LANGTON; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA;
WELLS FARGO BANK NA, SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO WELLS FARGO BANK MINNE-
SOTA, N.A. AS TRUSTEE FOR THE REGIS-
TERED HOLDERS OF SALOMON BROTHERS
MORTGAGE SECURITIES VII, INC COMMER-
CIAL MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATE SERIES 2000 C1

Sale Date: 03/29/2017
Writ of Execution: 12/08/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Twelve
Thousand Six Hundred Eighty-Four and 70/100***
$1,012,684.70.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1613
GRANDVIEW AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY 07090.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 7, BLOCK 5702 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWN of WESTFIELD.

Dimensions: 100.00 feet X 100.00 feet X 100.00
feet X 100.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Connecticut Street.
Advertise subject to prior mortgage: NONE.
Advertise subject to prior lien: NONE.
Advertise subject USA’s right of redemption:

Pursuant to 28, U.S.C. Section 2410, this sale is
subject to a 120 day right of redemption held by
the United States of America by virtue of the
Internal Revenue Service Lien: Federal Tax Lien:
Department of the Treasury-Internal Revenue
Service versus James H. Langton, et. al., dated
11/08/2005 and recorded 11/18/2005 Book:
FL0192, Page 0855 in the amount of $67,270.31.

Total Upset:  ***One Million Thirty-Eight Thou-
sand Two Hundred Eighty-Eight and 63/100***
$1,038,288.63 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 03/02, 03/09, 03/16
& 03/23/17 Fee: $240.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000557

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-30918-07

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR NOMURA
HOME EQUALITY LOANS, INC.; HOME EQ-
UITY LOAN TRUST, SERIES 2005-HE1

VS.
Defendant: CAROL SHEPPARD; WILLIAM

W. SHEPPARD
Sale Date: 03/22/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/09/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Sixty-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Eighty-Five
and 48/100*** $169,985.48.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 225
TILLOTSON ROAD, FANWOOD, NEW JER-
SEY 07023-1431.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 10, BLOCK 46 on the
official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of FANWOOD.

Dimensions: 150.15 Feet x 59.64 Feet x 19.61
Feet x 128.11 Feet x 75.0 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Road.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Ninety-Four

Thousand Fifty-One and 05/100*** $294,051.05
together with lawful interest and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 02/23, 03/02, 03/09
& 03/16/17 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000487

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-010705-13

Plaintiff: VALLEY NATIONAL BANK (JUDGE-
MENT WAS ENTERED IN FAVOR OF WELLS
FARGO BANK, N.A.)

VS.
Defendant: MAUREEN CICIO AND MR. CICIO

HUSBAND OF MAUREEN CICIO; WELLS
FARGO BANK, N.A. (“WELLS FARGO”); IVO
OLIVERIA AND JOHN LEUTHOLD, TENANT,
SAID NAME “JOHN” BEING FICTITIOUS

Sale Date: 03/22/2017
Writ of Execution: 12/04/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Fifteen Thousand Eight Hundred Forty-Five and
48/100*** $215,845.48.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 541 DOWNER
STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090-
4112.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 10, BLOCK 2708 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWN of WESTFIELD.

Dimensions: 145.50 Feet x 26.00 Feet x 145.50
Feet x 26.00 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: PALSTED AVENUE
Final Judgment was entered in favor of Wells

Fargo Bank, N.A. in the within referenced case
by virtue of Order filed December 4, 2015.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Twenty-Two
Thousand Eight Hundred Eighty-Seven and 27/
100*** $222,887.27 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 02/23, 03/02, 03/09
& 03/16/17 Fee: $212.16

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000582

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-47769-13

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS INDENTURE TRUSTEE FOR C-BASS
MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-BACKED NOTES,
SERIES 2001-CB4

VS.
Defendant: RICHARD F. POLESE, JOAN

POLESE, THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
JORITA MANUFACTURING CO. INC., PN
BANK, N.A., MUHLENBERG HOSPITAL,
EQUAIANT FINANCIAL SERVICES INC., NEW
JERSEY PRECISION TECH INC., ANESTHE-
SIA ASSOCIATES OR MORRISTOWN, MOR-
RIS GOLDSTEIN, PAUL MCLAUGHLIN

Sale Date: 03/29/2017
Writ of Execution: 11/10/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Three Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-Nine and
83/100*** $803,759.83.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 10
Colonial Drive, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

TAX LOT # 32, Block # 12101.
Prior Lot # 32, Prior Block # 314.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 000.925 AC’
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Terrill Road.
Taxes: Current through 4th Quarter of 2016*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Thirty-Five
Thousand Seventeen and 04/100*** $835,017.04
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISEN BERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 03/02, 03/09, 03/16
& 03/23/17 Fee: $183.60

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000629

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-051492-14

Plaintiff: BANK OF AMERICA N.A.
VS.
Defendant: MARIA ROSARIO; MONTCLAIR

SURGICAL ASSOCIATES; AGL MARKETING
INC. D/B/A EXQUISITE HOME PRODUCTS;
BAYONNE HOSPITAL; SYCAMORE FINAN-
CIAL SERVICES; KEVIN WOODSON, MD;
WORLDWIDE ASSET LLC; SLOMINS INC.;
RUTGERS THE STATE UNIVERSITY; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 04/05/2017
Writ of Execution: 09/20/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy-Six Thousand Five Hundred Seventy-
Seven and 98/100*** $376,577.98.

MUNICIPALITY: Township of Scotch Plains.
COUNTY AND STATE: County of Union, State

of New Jersey.
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 527 Hunter

Avenue.
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot: 29;

Block: 404.
DIMENSIONS: 31 x 126
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Second Street
Beginning at a point on the northeasterly side-

line of Hunter Avenue distant 330.21 feet south-
easterly along the same from its intersection with
the southeasterly sideline of East Second Street.

Pursuant to a tax search of 01/04/2017; 2017
QTR I Taxes: $1,440.17 Open, due date 02/01/
2017; 2017 QTR 2 Taxes: $1,440.16 Open, due
date 05/01/2017; Sewer Account # 07/01/2016 -
12/31/2016 $140.07 Open plus penalty; $140.06
Open plus penalty, owed in arrears, sewer
charges are based on prior water consumption.

(This concise description does not constitute a
legal description.)

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ninety-Three
Thousand Three Hundred Fifty-Eight and 43/
100*** $393,358.43 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISS WEISMAN &
GORDON, LLP
80 MAIN STREET
SUITE 460
WEST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 07052
(973) 325-8800
4 T - 03/09, 03/16, 03/23
& 03/30/17 Fee: $204.00

– Obituaries –

www.goleader.com

Scotch Plains Library Posts
NJ Makers Day Activities

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library staff has an-
nounced a weekend of innovative
STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math) programming in
honor of the third annual NJ Makers
Day. These fun projects are designed
for makers of all ages and abilities.

Two maker programs, one for adults
and another for children, will be of-
fered on Friday, March 24. At 10
a.m., local artist Eva Sienkiewicz will
show adults how to make their very
own memory wire bracelets. All ma-
terials will be supplied by the library.
Later that day, at 3:30 p.m., the
Children’s Department will unveil its
new 3Doodler Start pens. During this
interactive workshop, children ages 8
to 12 can learn how to use the pens to
create fun designs.

Online registration for both of these

events is required and is limited to
Scotch Plains Public Library
cardholders only. Registration for
these events is underway.

The fun will continue on Saturday,
March 25, when the library will host
a variety of activities including Fam-
ily Maker Creations at 9:30 a.m. and
1:30 p.m.; Felt Kitties (ages 16 to
adult) at 11 a.m.; Memory Wire Brace-
lets (ages 12 and up) at 1 p.m., and
Brushbot Races (ages 6 and up) at 3
p.m. Advance registration is required
for each program. To register, visit
scotlib.org/makersday, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Maureen Wesche, 92, Was Avid Cook,
Expert Knitter, ‘Red-Headed Aussie’
Maureen Bell Wesche, a mother,

grandmother and wife, passed away
on Thursday, March 9, in Groton,
Conn. She lived a full life to the age
of 92.

She loved to cook and entertain,
and could make the simplest meal
feel like a gourmet feast. She could
create a complicated fisherman’s knit
sweater while watching a game show
and shouting out the answers. She
was also involved with the Women’s
Air (Powder Puff) Derby, a transcon-
tinental, women’s-only event.

Born in Hurstville, New South
Wales, Australia, she met dashing
American Army Air Corps pilot
Frederick Wesche at a Red Cross
function during World War II. Fred
and Maureen were married in 1946
and she came to the U.S. in 1947,
settling in Roselle. They moved to
Scotch Plains in 1953, where they
raised three children and lived until
2001.

Predeceasing Maureen were her
husband, Frederick, and her son,
Byron. Celebrating her life are her
daughter, Jean Johnson, and her son
and daughter-in-law, Drew and Londa
Wesche, as well as her grandchildren,
Doreen Szollosi, Carol Ahearn, Noah
Johnson-Buscemi and Erin Johnson-
Buscemi. She also has four beautiful
great-grandchildren, Antonio,
Izabelle, Riley and Finn.

Memorial donations may be made
to bestfriends.org, an animal rescue
association, or to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.

Maureen’s visitation will begin at
12:30 p.m. on Friday, March 17, 2017,
at Gray Funeral Directors, 318 East
Broad Street, Westfield, where her
funeral service will begin at 1:30 p.m.
Friday. Interment will follow at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield. Please
go to www.grayfuneralhomes.com to
offer condolences.

March 16, 2017

WCC Offers Free Services
At Wellness Day Today

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Center (WCC) will of-
fer its Annual Wellness Day today,
Thursday, March 16, from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. It will take place at the
WCC facility at 558 West Broad
Street, Westfield.

All services provided will be free
to those who have Medicare cover-
age; all testing will be covered 100
percent with no co-pay or deduct-
ible. Medicare is billed for any test-
ing received on the day of the event,
with no cost to participants. This
event is open to all Medicare sub-
scribers in Westfield and surround-
ing communities. To sign up, and for

further information, see Lenore at
the WCC or call (732) 636-5252.

A partial list of services offered
include Medicare annual wellness
visit; bone density ultrasound; artery
disease testing; nerve testing; critical
care assessment; vision screening;
EKG; glucose screening; glaucoma
testing; smoking cessation advice and
many more tests. For a full list, call
(732) 636-5252.

All services are provided through
Woodbridge Medical Group, P.A.,
Dr. Robert D. Boyd, D.O. The event
will include a free brunch, pizza party
and hourly $10 Walgreens gift card
drawings.

Loyola University Maryland
Tells Fall 2016 Dean’s List

BALTIMORE, MD. – Loyola
University of Maryland has an-
nounced the members of its fall 2016
Dean's List. In order to qualify for
the Dean's List at Loyola, a student
must achieve a minimum QPA of at
least 3.500 for the term, provided
that, in the term they have success-
fully completed courses totaling a
minimum of 15 credits.

Dean’s List honorees are as fol-
lows: Lauren Anzevino, class of 2017
from Westfield; Cassandra Clark,
class of 2017 from Westfield; Nicho-
las Constantine, class of 2017 from
Westfield; Isabella DePalma, class of
2020 from Westfield; Jake Heroux,
class of 2017 from Westfield; Jessica
Mattera, class of 2017 from

Mountainside; Megan McCusker,
class of 2017 from Westfield; Marga-
ret McKay, class of 2018 from
Cranford; Andrew Ramirez, class of
2019 from Cranford; Elena Scarano,
class of 2018 from Westfield; Tyler
Schiavo, class of 2017 from Westfield;
Catherine Serzan, class of 2017 from
Westfield; Andrew Ukrainskyj, class
of 2019 from Westfield; Kathleen
Colonna, class of 2017 from
Fanwood; Liam Guarnuccio, class of
2020 from Scotch Plains; Connor
McSherry, class of 2020 from Scotch
Plains; Kassandra Mendez, class of
2019 from Scotch Plains; Erin
O'Connor, class of 2020 from Scotch
Plains; and Elise Ringel, class of 2017
from Scotch Plains.

Dorothy Hingel, Was Active Locally;
Enjoyed Family, Dancing, AC Trips

Dorothy Hingel

Dorothy “Dottie” Hingel, a long-
time Westfield resident, joined the
angels in heaven on Sunday, March
12, 2017, at Father Hudson House,
surrounded by family.

Born Dorothy Claire
Smigelsky to parents Jo-
seph and Margaret in
1933, she was the oldest
of four siblings. Dorothy
attended St. Mary’s High
School, where she gradu-
ated with honors in 1952,
and was a class officer
and a member of the dance
committee, reading club
and stenography club.
Dorothy worked in a va-
riety of positions as a
young adult but became a
full-time homemaker af-
ter the birth of her chil-
dren. After her children were grown
Dottie babysat for other children in
Westfield who she remained close
to up until the time of her death.

Dottie spent most of her life in
Westfield with her husband, Arthur,
and their three children, Sherl,
Stephen and Richard. After her
husband’s death, Dottie moved into
Second Westfield Senior Citizens
Housing as one of the original resi-
dents and remained there for ap-
proximately twenty years. She was
a very active resident, serving as
the Tenants Association president,
running movie and bingo nights
for many years, and volunteering
for many activities and events. She
was an active member of the Com-
munity Emergency Response Team
and the Union County Retired Se-
niors Volunteer Program.

Dottie loved to dance any time
she could and anywhere, prefer-
ably the jitterbug. She loved to

play bingo and take trips to Atlan-
tic City with her friends. She en-
joyed her family vacations in
Lavallette, Long Beach Island and
Wilmington, Vt. She most loved

time with her grand-
children, Ryan and
Taylor, who brought
her such joy at family
parties, at their sport-
ing events or just hang-
ing around watching
“Jeopardy” or having
a pizza.

Dorothy is prede-
ceased by her husband,
Arthur; her son,
Stephen; her brother,
Joseph, and her parents,
Joseph and Margaret.
She is survived by her
daughter, Sherl Brand,

and her husband, Owen; her grand-
sons, Ryan and Taylor Brand; her
son, Richard Hingel; her stepdaugh-
ter, Holly Ann Schumacher; her sis-
ter and her husband, Margie and
Billy Sharkey; her brother, Steven
Smigelsky, and his wife, Anne, and
her many nieces and nephews. She
will be missed by so many people.
To celebrate her life there will be a
wake on Sunday, March 19, 6 to 9
p.m., at Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street, Westfield, N.J.
The service will be held at the same
location on Monday, March 20, at
10 a.m. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to Operation
Smile, 3641 Faculty Boulevard,
Virginia Beach, Va. 23453 or to
Center for Hope Hospice, 1900
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076.

To leave condolences, please go to
grayfuneralhomes.com.

March 16, 2017

Fleischman Volunteers
With Habitat For Humanity
OSWEGO, N.Y. – Perri Fleischman

of Scotch Plains, a junior human de-
velopment major at SUNY Oswego,
volunteered with Habitat for Human-
ity of Omaha, Neb. as part of the
college's Alternative Winter Break
service program. She worked with
Habitat for Humanity to build simple,
decent, affordable homes in partner-
ship with local families.

SUNY Oswego's Office of Com-
munity Services offers students many
different opportunities to volunteer
and travel during Alternative Breaks
in winter and spring. Ranging from
international to local trips, these
breaks allow students to explore while

volunteering at a variety of different
sites.

Dozens of students volunteered in
January for Habitat for Humanity of
Omaha, Neb.; Hardin County Habi-
tat for Humanity, Elizabethtown, Ky.;
Project Lazarus – New Orleans, and
Hope House, Memphis, Tenn.

Single Jewish Friends
To Gather on Sunday
AREA — The Circle of Single Jew-

ish Friends 49-plus will hold a Meet
and Eat Luncheon this Sunday, March
19, at noon. It will take place at the
Jade Dynasty Chinese Restaurant,
located at 925 Amboy Avenue,
Edison.

The cost is the price of a meal off
the menu and tip plus $3. Those inter-
ested are asked to respond to Roberta
at roger678@optonline.net or (908)
668-8450.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 16, 2017 Page 9

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Grade 12
High Honor Roll

Avital Abraham, Ryan Abramowitz,
Ashley Andrews, Aaron Arkin, Mia
Blundo, Christopher Bondarowicz,
Sophie Brause, Alexis Brunetto,
Kaitlyn Buchanan, Christian Buren,
Jason Calabria, Natalie Cestone,
Rebecca Citarella, Joshua Cochran-
Carney, Kiara Cruz, Alyssa Debrosse,
Deja Demaria, Francesca DiFabio,
Julia DiGiacomo, Sarah Dolan, An-
thony Donatelli, Caroline Drubulis,
Laurel Elkin, Grace Fanning, Conor
Flood, Matthew Fox, Andrew
Garofalo, Claudia Gentile, Justin
Greenman, Daniel Grodberg, James
Harcourt, Erin Hayes, Kelly Hopkins,
Hayley Howell, Alexandria Hudak,
Francesca Anne Jones, Ryan Kessler,
Eliza Kuperschmid, Grace Lama,
Christina Lamagna, Cara Lamastra,
Tayonna Lee, Andrea Leitner,
Michael Lockfeld, Frank Machinski,
Ian MacPherson, Kyle Magee, Mor-
gan Martinson, Carmina Mauricio,
Max Mazursky, Paige McKeown,
Caroline McNichol, David
McQuilkin, Jacob Melville, Sydney
Mills, Julia Moya, Sarah Oliver,
Simon Oster, Gia Pares, Jake Payami,
Juliana Pigna, Gloria Pimenta,
Zachary Polak, Tracy Prusik, Meghan
Ryan, Thomas Saba, Abigail Sadel,
Paul Santos, Madelyn Sassoon, Erin
Schetelich, Matthew Schwab, Erin
Sheehy, Agata Sierant, Alyssa
Simmons, Taylor Sirchio, Sydney
Smith, Sean Sobel, Bhupinder Sohal,
Brianna Sorrentino, Gabriel Sta Rosa,
Lukas Stein, Victoria Stratton, Colin
Sullivan, McKella Ashley Sylvester,
Michael Szanto, Neel Thombre,
Dionisio Trigo, Lauren Beth Tropper,
Jessica Van Tassel, Dylan Voltz,
Juliana Wagner, Toby Waldman, Pe-
ter Warren, Madeline Weber, Kelsey
Werkheiser, Kaitlyn Wilson, Jordan
Wolman, Jordan Zoufaly, Taylor
Zucosky

Grade 12
Honor Roll

Melissa Baldani, Gabriel
Baumgarten, Emma Beckerman, Sara
Begalman, Jamir Blanding, Jackeline
Calderon, Jake Canavan, Ryan Chan,
Erin Chiappi, Natalie Choque, Justin
Cunningham, Jessica Desai, Angelina
Dicataldo, Parker Dvorin, Fizzah
Ehsan, Andrew Elliott, Keara Farley,
Lindsey Fleischer, Daniela Fonseca,
Wilda Francois, Rose Giandana,
Joshua Goldberg, Robert Gordon,
John Gorski, Julia Guarneri, Gianna
Januszanis, Aleacia Jensen, Morghan
Johnson, Kathryn Emily Kalaigian,
Isha Kamdar, Liza Kasper, Katherine
Keiser, William Kluckas, John Koch,
Emily Levitt, Ryan Lo, Samantha
Lopez, Nicolette Lorusso, Max Lusk,
Daniella Marcazzo, Grace Marcolina,
Hunter Marshall, Colin McAlindin,
Sean McNeely, Max More, Deblina
Mukherjee, Kaitlyn Mullany, Sean
Murray, Haley Nakonechny, Richard
Nardone, Wayne Neal, Matthew
Newman, Nikitha Nirmal, Brittney
Oliveira, Amelia Paladino, Connor
Perry, Ryan Peterson, Stephanie
Ponterio, Anisah Ramjohn, Christina
Rodgers, Christian Roman, Lorie
Marie Rosado, Maxwell Ross, Tay-
lor Samitt, Albert Sanchez, Sydney
Shuler, Julia Sikora, Arjeta Sinanovic,
Gabriella Spadaro, Allison
Spiridigliozzi, Sarah Spitzer,
Michaela Sullivan, Amy Tamakloe,
Brian Taylor, Luke Uriarte, Micaela
Valli, Isaac Velasquez, David Walker,
Erin Walling, Joshua Wiener, Peter
Yarem, Tiiyana Young, Isabelle
Zacharia, Alison Zimmerman,
Michael Zucker, Molly Zucker

Grade 11
High Honor Roll

Olivia Abdy, Jacob Anglin, Sara
Elizabeth Banasiak, Gianna Barba,
Olivia Barcia, Pauline Wanda
Bayotas, Pablo Becerra, Madeline
Bord, Caitlin Bourke, Brandon
Boyarsky, Rachel Breit, Isabel Brett,

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School - 2nd Marking Period

FINAL FIVE...Five Westfield High School seniors have advanced as finalists in
the 2017 National Merit Scholarship program having met academic and other
standards to become eligible for scholarships.  The program honors students who
show exceptional academic ability and potential for success in rigorous college
studies.  In October, the Westfield Board of Education honored these students who
at that time had earned semi-finalist ranking, placing them among the top 1.1
percent of students who took the Preliminary SAT qualifying test.  With Board of
Education President Gretchan Ohlig, third from left, are, from left to right:
Nicholas Youssef,  Michael Hauge,  Amy Liang,  Olivia Hamilton and Soo Min
Chung.

Amber Bretz, Caitlin Bromm, Abbe-
Gayle Burton, Myles Bush, Jack Can-
non, Zoe Ann Cardenas, Francesca
Carlino, Josephine Catuogno, Kristyn
Cerini, Justin Chaillet, Lisa
Channaoui, Amy Chen, Rachel
Cieslinski, Daniella Cohen, Samuel
Colao, Phoebe Collins, Joseph
Costanzo, Declan Costello, Rachael
Craig, Catherine Crane, Nirmit
Damania, Lauren Daniele, Nina
Daniele, Elizabeth DePaola, Gauri
Deshpande, Amy Deutschmeister,
Victor DeVizio, Jordann DeVore,
Taylor Diggs, Angela DiGiacomo,
Nicholas DiVirgilio, Zheng Dong,
Anna Elizabeth Dunchus, Lauren
Taylor Eck, Caroline English, Ben-
jamin Essenfeld, Sydney Evans, Gina
Mae Fahrenholz, Hannah Finan, Rob-
ert Fisher, Matthew Peter Fleck,
Michael Steven Fleck, Hayley Fried-
man, Jake Friedman, Patrick Gannon,
Alanna Micaela Gaona, Brandon
Glickstein, Danielle Glickstein, Emily
Gonyou, Amelia Graham, Rachel
Graham, Kyle Greco, Avery
Greenberg, Caroline Gutierrez, Nina
Isabella Halberstadter, Lynelle
Hamlett, Trinity Hart, Nicholas Heath,
Cooper Heisey, Emily Hill, Rourke
Hillyer, Paige Hoblitzell, Allison
Hochman, Grace Hollander,
Mohamed Ramy Hosny, Isabella
Hurtado, Aubrey Johnson, Scott Kai-
ser, Quinn Kekelis, Andrew Kriney,
Tara Krishna, Kayla Krutis, Hayley
Kumpf, Jennifer Lambert, Madison
Lawton, Ryan Lee, Michael Leegan,
Brianna Linder, Amanda Logie, Wil-
liam Loop, Matthew Lozito, Sam
Lusk, Rachel Maizes, Alessandra
Vincenza Makris, Jacob Malik, Jared
Mann, Olivia Mawby, Adam Ross
Mayerson, Briana McGowan, Paige
McMorrow, Kerri McNeely, William
Mebes, Kelly Rose Mehorter, An-
thony Miguelino, Sara Rose Miller,
Kaysia Minor, Sabrina Montesdeoca,
Sierra Jade Moorman, Danielle
Mrozek, Dhvanil Nanshah, Theodore
Keith Nitro, Jessica O’Neill, Nikita
Paranjape, Andrew Parvin, Niva
Patel, John Petris, Anna Piekutowski,
Matthew Porchetta, Vaishnavi
Ramanan, Nathaniel Redmount,
Kerry Regan, Jessica Riporti, Imani
Rivers, Ramon Rodriguez, Erin
Rogers, Kevin Rohman, Rachel
Rojek, Sophia Edith Rosahl, James
Santo Salvo, Gabriella Scannell,
Kathryn Schauer, Daniel Segal,
Veronica Sendao, Ardita Sinanovic,
Megan Small, LeeDar Sneor, Ryan
Spoljaric, Samantha Sprechman,
Isabella Sta Rosa, Gianna
Strzalkowski, Mikaela Rose Tajo,
Erica Mei Tellado, Lauren
Trentacoste, Julia Verardi, Ryan
Vincent, Sydney Von Oehsen,
Alexandra Vuono, Jack White,
Connor Wirth, Karl Wirth, Ethan
Wollman, Paulina Zamora

Grade 11
Honor Roll

Serena Annucci, Matthew John
Anselmo, Tyler Aversa, Brendan
Beriont, Jared Bloom, Michael
Bonnell, Danielle Nicole Bowles,
Derek Cappadoccia, Aaron Carver,
Declan Cassidy, Isabella Marie
Corsaro, Christian Culp, Rosella
Cuomo, Catherine Currie, Hannah
Margaret Davis, Maria Del Sordi,
Riya Desai, Sabrina DiLollo, Khalif
Dowdy, Thomas Drubulis, Laura
Ducran, Julia Dunlap, Taylor Fig-
ures, Zachary Fleischman, Erika
Frazier, Stamatis Gaglias, Gabriella
Galbraith, Adam Zachary Glod, Nora
Going, Samantha Graifer, Michael
Gross, Anna Gumpel, James Hahn,
Megan Hansen, Danielle Harrington,
William Daniel Holloway, Deja
Holmes, Jordan Hoose, Matthew
Johnson, Ethan Johnston, Erik Lee
Kaufman, Liam Kinney, Zachary Leo
Labush, Jeremy Lenart, Rachel Ley,
Matthew Lieberman, Alex Lipshitz,
Roberto Lugo, Jack Lynch, Daniel
Magelinski, Emily Malool, Alexander
Joseph Manfra, Sydney Martorano,
Carolyn McArdle, Caraid McGovern,
Amanda McGrath, Ryan Hunter Mid-
winter, Kaitlyn Mrozek, Nicholas
Musano, Erika Muskus, Brianna
O’Brien, Mackenzie O’Brien,
McKenzie Pagano, Nicholas
Palazzolo, Erica Paprocki, Harrison
Parada, Shakir Philippe, Kiley Por-
ter, Molly Sarah Pritchett, Brogan
Quigley, Cara Raderman, Michael
Ramos, Jake Kennedy Rigney, Steven
Riley, Jakob Robles, Claudia Sahaj,
Justin Sanders, Aaron Schack,
Stephanie Schramm, Katherine
Schug, Javin Scott, Justin Sidebottom,
Jamie Sjonell, Brianne Sorge, Forrest
Grady Szuch, Alexandra Rodriguez

Testa, Anthony Verardi, Daniel
Villardi, Ashley Vincent, Nicole
Vuono, Bridget Wallden, Talia Roth
Weinreb, Victoria Wilkins, Tristan
Yang, Christopher Shaun Zogg

Grade 10
High Honor Roll

Ryan Ackerman, Grace Ahlin,
Nicole Alvarez, Francesca Amore,
Angela Arvizzigno, Persis Baah,
Aubrey Bagdonas, James Bagdonas,
Julia Barnes, Sara Barshap, Lauren
Barth, Garrett Boozer, Laura Brady,
Jeffrey Brenner, Thomas Brown,
Tierra Buissereth, Drew Burfeindt,
Kyle Burton, Kara Bush, Kevin
Calabria, Joshua Canavan, Peter
Canevari, Gianni Caro Esposito,
Giancarlo Castro, Alan Chen, Kevin
Chin, Anna Ciarrocca, Madison Dawn
Coleman, Noah Costanzo, Saniya
Dalvi, Elizabeth Daniskas, Eboni
Davis, Lilliana Dec, Stefanie DeVizio,
Ashley Diamond, Michael Dieu,
Rachel DiFabrizio, Nicholas
Dionisio, Carly Dvorin, Tyler Dvorin,
Jessica Edelman, Hope Edwards,
Zachary Evangelista, Alexandra
Fischmann, Cristabella Fortna, Mary
Fossaceca, Benjamin Fox, Pedro
Garcia, Julianne Garner, Luke Ed-
ward Gelling, Sarah Anne Gorman,
Vanessa Handy, Madison Haugh,
Olivia Hausle, Shane Hernandez,
Jaclyn Horre, Payton Howell, Jannine
Huby, John Huby, Kier Hunt, Sophia
Iacona, Suzanne Jackson, Jennifer
Kirian, Joshua Klapper, Gabriella
Kowalczyk, Ben Kuperschmid,
Julianna Lamagna, Dominick
Lamastra, Kaitlyn Lamendola, Jef-
frey Lapidus, Melanie Litwin, Justin
Scott Lo, Ricardo Lopez, Amy
Magrino, Matthew Mahmet, Shan-
non McCreesh, Angelica Mencia,
Ryan Metzger, Rae Mikula, Massimo
Modica, Colin O’Brien, Patrick
O’Brien, Laura Pansulla, Breanna
Patino, Conor Robert Peterson, Julia
Lauren Poeschl, Carter Pomponio,
Anthony Porter, Maryam Ramjohn,
Jonathan Gabriel Ramos, Kayla
Reisberg, Zander Reyes, Margot
Rizzi, Zoe Rouder, Molly Clare Ryan,
Jessica Sadel, Abigail Saperstein,
Cheryl Schneider, Jacob Schulman,
Shalini Shah, Joshua Sklarin, Audrey
Smith, Emily Smulewitz, Olivia
Speranza, Jacob Steinberg, Jacqueline
Patricia Stovall, Paul Szanto, Jessica
Szulc, Rachel Tang, Kyle
Tannenbaum, Nicole Tavares, Marco
Toupence, Anthony Vallejo, Joshua
Venick, Isabella Verga, Steven
Verrastro, Ryan Matthew Walsh,
Caroline Warren, Cynthia Wheatley,
Jovi Williams, Elena Wollman, Isaac
Wong, Daniel Wright, Lucy Zhang

Grade 10
Honor Roll

Zidan Abdella, Hamza Ali, Caitlin
Elizabeth Annese, Katyana Avila,
Veronica Azanedo, Christopher
Bagdonas, Josiah Baik, Amanda Ball,
Zachary Barash, Paolo Antonio
Bayotas, Christian Blanco, Celeste
Blanks, Freya Natasha Buison,
Michelle Cagnassola, Benjamin
Camacho, Marcello Cappuccio,
Rachella Carlino, Matthew
Carrascoso, Christopher Catuogno,
Mia Cimino, Sarah Citarella, Ryan
Cleary, Sarah Cooney, Anita Dazzo,
Patrick Dembiec, Riley DeProspero,
Emely Diaz, Christina Marie DiBella,
Gabrielle Dickstein, Angelo DiNizo,
Daniel James Donaldson, Meghan
Duthie, Jaylen Evans, Casey
Ferguson, Michael Ferrara, Benjamin
Fleischer, Miguel Fontora, Colette
Franciscus, Jessica Friebely, Justin
Garner, Justin Giaimo, Theodore
Giandana, Samuel Goetz, Vadim
Gorbaty, Brandon Green, Sara Ilana
Greene, Abigail Hammond, Cassidy
Haugh, Christopher Hedden, Erin

Hopkins, Raina Jablon, Ryan
Johnson, Dimitrios Kastanos, John
Kayser, Jonathon Koseoglu, Thomas
Larmore, Ava Leichtling, Reina
Makimura, Brent Mankin, Jared
Mascioli, Anton Mayorenko, Graham
McAlindin, Zachary Meyers, Mat-
thew Monroy, Nicole Muenzen, Jake
Murphy, Chloe Nelson, Caroline
Nguyen, Victoria O’Connor, James
Oakes-Garcia, Stephen Marfo Oduro,
Alex Oslislo, Jack Pedersen, Shan-
non Scarlett Persaud, Jack Quinones,
Eric Refinski, Daniel Resnicoff, Wil-
liam Ricci, Jelani Richardson, Justin
Rizzi, Colleen Robinson, Rachel
Emily Rowen, Daniela Marie Mirand
Russo, Thomas Ryan, Nicole Scarano,
Thomas Scarcella, Kara Schramm,
Maya Schwartzman, Max Seefeldt,
Kevin Sheil, Max Steele, Tyler Stines,
Garrett Swaak, Maggie Traina, An-
thony Triwahjudi, Dakota Verrico,
Justin Walsh, Nicholas Watterson,
Scott Webster, Adam Walter Weiner,
Elizabeth Leah Weinreb, Mekayla
Bridgitte White, Charles Widder,
Daniel Wilkinson, Shon Williams,
Morgan Wilson, Julia Zucosky

Grade 9
High Honor Roll

Katina Ackerman, Connor Alchus,
Gabrielle Aloe, Taylor Anthony, Jake
Arrogante, Joseph Barge, Julianna
Blanco, Kailey Bondarowicz, Patrick
Bourke, Nicole Brozak, Remy
Cardarelli, Catherine Carter, Lea
Cerini, Josephine Cerino, Alexa Chan,
Antoinette Chango, Katherine
Chouinard, James Cirillo, Garret
Clausen, Jordan Clement, Sabrina
Cruz, Nicole DeFrancesco, Carina
DelCore, Robert Gerard Dencker,
Michael DiFrancesco, Sarah Dill,
Gabriel Thomas Donatelli, Christo-
pher Downey, Sophie Isabella
Drapkin, Colin Dwyer, Jessica Eggert,
Neema Enayati, Sean Edward Fan-
ning, Jennifer Fleck, Justin Edward
Fletcher, Michaela Genty, Lauren
Gettler, Nicholas Giamella, Kayla
Giuffi, Mason Glod, Jada Gomillion,
Christina Gubernat, Akhil Gundra,
Emma Ruth Hastrup, Sarah Horn,
Patrick Howard, Brian Huang, Nicole
Kenny, Gabrielle Khan, Lauren
Kieltyka, Jacqueline Kirian, Gabrielle
Klausner, Ashleigh Lancaster, Hannah
Lancaster, Jessica Lancaster, Jack
Lapierre, Elizabeth Ley, Antonio
Lomonte, Joy Lytch, Valeria
Macchini, Aleezah Madraswalla,
Clara Masback, Ian McCormack,
James McNichol, Ethan Morrobel,
Christopher Muskus, Cassidy
Novello, Emma O’Brien, John Nolan
O’Connor, Alyssa Pankiewitz,
Katelyn Perez, Philleshia Pershay-
Spearman, Erin Polak, Grace
Ponterio, Lindsey Porchetta, Athena
Postlewait, Sophie Pritchett, Esteban
Ariel Quinones, Sarah Rata, Aadith
Ratish, Isabella Richardson, Dana
Ricketts, Patrick Ritter, Cassie
Robinson, Felipe Rodrigues, Sarai
Romero, Alexander Michael Rossi,
Irina Ruzina, Julia Sassoon, Frederick
Glenn Saunders, Maria Schmidt,
Megan Sheehy, Olivia Shih, Carter
Slifer, Madilynne Slifer, Carly
Spellman, Skylar Stagaard, Mia
Striegel, Brett Strug, Maya Sutterlin,

SPFHS Announces U.S.
Presidential Scholar
SCOTCH PLAINS – Deblina

Mukherjee, a senior at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, has been se-
lected as a candidate for the 2017
United States Presidential Scholars
Program. Presidential Scholars is a
program of the Department of Educa-
tion that recognizes the academic
achievements of distinguished US
citizens graduating from high school.
It is described as “one of the Nation’s
highest honors for high school stu-
dents” in the United States of America.

Binghamton University
Announces Dean's List

BINGHAMTON, N.Y. –
Binghamton University, State Uni-
versity of New York, has announced
the Dean's List for the Fall 2016 se-
mester. This honor recognizes stu-
dents who have achieved a grade-
point average of 3.5 or higher.

Among the students is Victoria
Cappo of Westfield.

Elora Tamburri, Emma Thumann,
Christopher Tsuchiya, Justin Verceles,
Kaitlyn Walsh, Brandon Weinberg,
Ryan Widman, Kaelah Wiggins,
Sophia Wilkins, Lexa Winigrad,
Samantha Yip, Jonathan Yu, Julia Yu,
Kelly Zimmerman

Grade 9
Honor Roll

Dylan Allen, Mia Alvarez, Jared
Arkin, Eden Austin, Delaney Rose
Baliko, Marissa Bamrick, Alexandria
Bedatsky, Evan Bensulock, Michael
Besante, Sydney Blacker, Alexandra
Boylan, Michael Braun, Kendall
Brencsons, Tamar Bull-Kuc, Charles
Bunin, Kristen Buro, Maximo
Cardarelli, Summer Carver, Jonathan
Chaillet, Ryan Ciarrocca, Julie
Ciccarino, Guadalupe Coahuilas,
Rosanna Colella, Braedon Cooke,
Michael Couso, Max Craven, Devon
Danielovich, Kayleigh Downey,
Samuel Feinberg, Isabella Fiore, Ryan
Flynn, Abigail Friedman, Maritza
Garcia, Isabelle Gilles, Ryan Gumpel,
Jake Hahn, Savannah Hall, Lily
Higgins, Olivia Hobbs, Brigit Jacob,
Emelyne Johns, Samuel Johnson,

Cheyenne Jones, Emily Jones,
Malcolm Kahora, Jordan Kleinbaum,
Prabvir Kukreja, Nicholas Angelo
LaFerrera, Ryan Lamberta, Erin Lay,
Alex Levy, Raion Wendell
Magallanes, James Maloney, Caden
Mari, Joseph Marta, Christopher
McArdle, Robert Mebes, Harrison
Mills, Kimora Janee Minor, Chris-
tina Mouckas, Shane Murphy, Kayla
Nitti, Kelly Nitti, Amanda Ann
Palhares, Jadie Pearl, Christina Pham,
Ethan Rafal, Gabriella Ramos,
Samuel Reeson, Kyle Charles Rigney,
Maeve Robertson, William
Robertson, Robert Root, Mallory
Rothweiler, Henry Saltzman, Noah
Samms, Carolina Samuelian, Laura
Schmidt, Rachel Schoss, David Sidney
Schulman, Aaron Seidenberg, Mat-
thew Skolar, Gwendolyn Christine
Sleat, Anne Stuart, Meghan Taylor,
Gabriella Julia Tomon, Andres Trujillo,
Siddarth Vadavatha, Danielle Vuono,
Grace White, Benjamin Williams, Eli
Morrison Wolman, Tara Rose Wolman,
Christopher Womelsdorf, Harrison
Wustefeld, Chloe Yang, Keri Yang,
Rachel Zucker

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Roosevelt Pays Special
Tribute to Black History

WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School in Westfield cel-
ebrated Black History Month with its
10th annual visit by the Newark Boys
Chorus on February 10.  Roosevelt’s
Sharps and Flats singers joined the
Chorus in musical selections.

The keynote speaker of the
morning’s celebration was the school’s
Principal, Stewart Carey, who began
his education career as a Westfield
Public Schools teacher in 1969.

Mr. Carey recalled the days of seg-
regation in Virginia where he attended
an elementary school for only black
students. He explained how his “stum-
bling blocks became stepping stones”
due to his hard work and resiliency. In
addressing Roosevelt’s 750 students,
along with staff and guests, Mr. Carey
expressed his belief that “A dream
imagined is not a dream denied.”

Mr. Carey urged the sixth, seventh
and eighth graders to make the world

better and to remember those less
fortunate.

He noted the influence that a teacher
had on his own education and per-
spective and concluded by saying,
“Someone pulled my hand to move
forward; you can do the same.”

A slide show depicting the many
contributions of African Americans
concluded the morning’s assembly.
Mr. Carey thanked the Newark Boys
Chorus and its Director, Donald Mor-
ris, for sharing their talents and inspi-
rations with the Roosevelt school
community. He also extended his ap-
preciation to Pamela Friedman, Tech-
nology teacher at Roosevelt, who was
instrumental in organizing the pro-
gram.

How This Newspaper Helps Advertisers …

With a Strong Hand
We’re newspaper people, with our ears to the ground and 

strength in our hand.

For a long time it has been our job to meet the people of our 

area – in their homes, work, schools, churches and in their 

civic and social activities. It has been our job to understand 

their needs and desires; to report their joys and sorrows.

Few know this area and its people better than us. Many 

merchants look to this background of experience and 

understanding for assistance in reaching their audience 

most effectively. It is an unusually strong hand to their 

merchandising efforts – as well as an effective source for 

information and advice.

Let us show you how the combination of this experience 

and audited circulation facts can help you get maximum 

results from your sales messages.

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 16, 2017 Page 11

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section
 Pages 11-18

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker© and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield

Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI

Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI

FRANKISOLDI @GMAIL.COM

Cell: 908-787-5990

THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

One step closer to your 

DREAM HOME

DEVITT LED RBS & BLOCKS; RYAN LED PTS & STEALS

Lady Devil Cagers Exceeded
Expectations, Finished 19-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Turnaround! From a 9-16 record
last year to a 19-6 record this season
meant that the Westfield High School
girls basketball team exceeded its
expectations in a very big manner.
Included in that turnaround were key

victories, one over Roselle Catholic
to assure a third seed for the Union
County Tournament (UCT) and an-
other with a timely 39-33 win over the
second-seeded New Providence Pio-
neers to advance to the UCT champi-
onship game. The 19 wins tied the
1990 and 2007 teams for second,

behind the 23-4 mark in 2014, when
the current seniors were freshmen.

The Blue Devils finished 5-4 in the
Watchung Division. Of those four
losses, two came at the hands of The
Patrick School, 59-41, and 43-41,
respectively, and two from the Pio-

BONDAROWICZ CAPTURED 100-BACK CROWN AT MOC

Raider Girls Won UCT, Boys
Sectionals, Set Swim Records

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

More titles and records were set
this season by both Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School swim teams.
The Raider girls won their third
straight Union County Tournament
(UCT) title, set multiple records and
finished 14-2, losing only to No. 2
Immaculate Heart Academy then to
No. 3 Chatham in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Public B championship.
The boys, who placed second to
Westfield in the UCT and also set

records throughout the season, de-
feated Summit, 91-79, for the sec-
tional Public B title and finished with
15-3 record with losses to Westfield,
Pingry, and the No 1 ranked team,
Mainland.

In the UCT, the Lady Raiders won
all three relays — 200-Medley Re-
lay: (juniors Erika Frazier and Rachel
Maizes, senior Stephanie Judge, jun-
ior Megan Small) 1:47.74; 200-Free
Relay: (Rachel Maizes, senior Maya
Dunchus, Megan Small, junior
DeeDee Maizes) 1:39.49; 400-Free

Relay: (DeeDee Maizes, sophomore
Caroline Warren, Stephanie Judge,
Erika Frazier) 3:36.51.

Rachel Maizes set a meet record in
the 100-breaststroke with a time of
1:04.88, topping the previous record
of 1:04.96 set by Raider Jodie Th-
ompson in 2013, while junior Anna
Dunchus placed second at 1:09.15.
Stephanie Judge won the 100-butter-
fly in 57.74, while Frazier took sec-
ond at 58.57.

The Raiders’ relay prowess carried

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

-  
 

David B. Corbin (January 2107 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GIVING IT HER ALL...Raider Stephanie Judge gives it her all in the butterfly leg of the 200-medley relay against IHA on
January 10. The Raider foursome of Erika Fraiser, Rachel Maizes, Judge and Megan Small won the event in 1:48.12.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADER UNDER THE BOARDS...Blue Devil senior Shannon Devitt, right, led her team with 185 rebounds and 76 blocked
shots. Devitt’s 76 blocks this winter and 161 for her career; both are believed to be school records.

Happy St Patrick’s Day!

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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WICHELNS SCORED 350 PTS, WILLIAMSON NETS 186 PTS

Lady Cougars Finish Strong;
Next Year Looks Promising

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two returning starters with the need
to fill the vacancies made it a bumpy
road for the Cranford High School
girls basketball team throughout the
first half of the season but the Lady
Cougars began to get in sync towards
the end, winning six of their final 11
games, while being competitive in
some of the losses during that span.
With all starters returning, the Cou-
gars, who finished with a 10-15 record,
should have a very promising outlook
for next year.

Junior Cam Wichelns proved to be
an asset in every aspect of the game,
especially scoring where she led the
team with 350 points (14.6 points per
game), which included sinking 60 free
throws. Not only was she dangerous
underneath the basket but if oppo-
nents ever gave her enough room, she
would bang the threes and led the
team with 44 3-pointers. She also led
the team in rebounds and assists and
added several blocked shots and steals.

Sophomore Lauren Williamson, who
was very stubborn defensively, also was
quite a scoring threat and she would
also make opponents pay dearly if they
ever gave her enough room from be-
yond the arc. Although Williamson
missed six straight games towards the
end of the season and one earlier in the
season, she finished with 186 points
(10.3 points per game), including 21 3-
pointers. Williamson was also very
quick with her hands and averaged more
than two steals per game.

“Cam and Williamson were big scor-

ers for us this year. They were both
able to shoot from the outside and
attack the basket when we needed to
score. Their quick hands created many
steals and fast break lay-ups for us,”
Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

Junior Lauren Santarelli came on
strong as the season progressed and
was largely instrumental in the Cou-
gars’ wild 47-46 overtime win over
Morris Catholic on February 23 when
she sank a three at the end of regula-
tion then sank two of three free throws
after being fouled on a 3-point at-
tempt in overtime to seal the victory.
Santarelli finished with 143 points,
including 35 3-pointers, and 22 as-
sists. She also pulled 57 rebounds.

Junior Caroline Kelly’s quickness
rewarded her with 65 rebounds and
149 points. She also contributed 33
assists and 14 steals. Junior Caroline
McCaffery finished with 78 points,
28 rebounds, 20 assists and 15 acts of
thievery.

Senior Brianna Scotti came off the

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Lady Raiders’ Hoops Season
Defined by Injuries and Youth

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It has been said that whatever does
not kill you only makes you stronger.
That is a message that the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
basketball team can take to heart this
off-season. In what was already ex-
pected to be a rebuilding season, the
Raiders suffered through an injury
plagued campaign that saw them fin-
ish with a 4-17 record.

“We lost three starters over the
course of the season,” said Raider
Head Coach Ryan McKenna. “At one
point we had all three out at the same
time. Isabella Corsaro and Stefanie
DeVizio came back by the end of the
season, but Nya Downing was out
most of the season. Corsaro and
DeVizio are 100 percent, while Down-
ing is still recovering and is rehab-
bing her knee. We weren’t a very deep
team to begin with, so we struggled to
fit girls into the right places. We had
to simplify our defense and bring up
some younger players earlier than we
would have liked.”

The loss of Downing was signifi-
cant. A junior, who has played varsity

ball since joining the team as a fresh-
man, Downing was expected to el-
evate her play and provide leadership
and consistency, along with the pow-
erful low post physical game she had
flashed in her first two seasons. In-
stead, Downing went down with a
knee injury just eight games into the
schedule. To that point, Downing had
been averaging 8.9 points per game

To say that the Raiders were on the
way to a winning season before the
Downing injury would be misleading.
The Raiders were only 2-6 at the time
Downing was lost for the season. But
her loss left an already thin frontcourt
even thinner, while also taking an ex-
perienced player off of the floor.

Every dark cloud has a silver lining
though and the injury enabled some
very young players to get valuable
floor time against varsity competi-
tion. That experience will leave the
Raiders better prepared moving for-
ward next season.

The Raiders played perhaps their
best game of the season in the imme-
diate aftermath of Downing’s injury.
Playing their first game without Down-
ing, the Raiders came out with an

inspired effort and defeated Johnson,
44-36. The defeat was just one of two
that Johnson would suffer within the
conference and prevented them from
winning the UCC-Mountain Division
outright.

One player who caught McKenna’s
attention was sophomore Maggie
Leahy.

“This was a young team to begin
with,” said McKenna. “Maggie Leahy
came up from the JV midway through
the season and played a lot of positive
minutes for us. She was a force defen-
sively and proved that she could play
against varsity opponents. We look
forward to her being more aggressive
next year and being a more dominant
force inside.”

Leahy, a tall interior player with shot
blocking ability essentially became the
replacement for Downing the rest of
the way. She averaged 3.3 points per
game during her stint on the varsity.
The possibility of combining Leahy’s
length with Downing’s physical pres-
ence on the boards leaves Scotch
Plains-Fanwood with a pretty decent
frontcourt pairing for next season.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING THE BALL FROM A PIONEER...Raider Stef DeVizio, No. 3, keeps the ball out of the reach of a Somerville
Pioneer during a Holiday Tournament in Scotch Plains in late December 2016.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR TEAM LEADERS...Cougar sophomore Lauren Williamson, No. 10, and junior Cam Wichelns, No. 32, led their
team offensively and defensively this season. Wichelns scored 350 points and Williamson finished with 186 points.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Lady Raiders’ Hoops Season Defined by Injury
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

Lady Blue Devil  Cagers Exceeded Expectations
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

neers, 45-32, and 34-20, respectively.
Their fifth loss came against The
Patrick School in the UCT finals where
they lost, 51-41.

The Blue Devils received the third
seed for the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament and began with
an overwhelming, 62-32, victory over
Columbia. They then defeated Edison,
55-51, to face the second-seeded
Franklin Warriors, who won 67-46
and went on to claim the title with a
78-56 victory over Bridgewater-
Raritan.

“We had an amazing season and
I’m so proud of each and every one of
these girls. To go from 9-16 to 19-6 is
quite an accomplishment. It was quite
a ride and I’m sad to see it end,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Liz McKeon said.

Anyone attempting to drive inside
needed to avoid at all costs senior
forward Shannon Devitt, who ended
up blocking 76 shots, and led the team
with 185 rebounds. Offensively,
Devitt also knew how to get inside
and scored 223 points, which included

49 free throws. She also dished out 16
assists and had 38 steals.

Devitt’s 76 blocks this winter and
161 for her career; both are believed
to be school records. The College of
New Jersey-bound senior finished her
career ranked No. 13 in points with
586 [passing Amy Williams, Gabby
O’Leary, Claudia Carnevale and Kim
Kumpf over the last month] and No. 3
in rebounds with 491.

“Shannon has been a part of the
team for four years and she has im-
proved each year. Shannon is dedi-
cated to the sport and knows what it
takes to be successful. She has be-
come a solid force not only with the
team, but part of this particular group
as well. It doesn’t hurt that she blocks
most shots that come in her direction
and nearly had a triple double this
year [points, rebounds, blocks],”
Coach McKeon pointed out.

Senior guard Danielle Rinaldi also
showed opposing teams that she also
had what it takes to hit from beyond
the arc. Of her 210 points, 31 were of
a 3-point nature and 25 came from the
charity line. Rinaldi had double nick-

els in assists and steals with 55 each
and pulled 87 rebounds. Rinaldi fin-
ished her career with 387 points, No.
23 all-time, and 59 3-pointers, No. 8.

“Danielle is the heart and soul of
this team. She gave it her all every
single day whether it was hitting clutch
shots, taking a charge, diving on the
ground for a loose ball, or making it
known to her defender that Danielle
was going to make the next shot she
took the toughest one she’s ever had
to work for,” Coach McKeon said.

Senior Jenna Iorio did not do much
of the shooting but she did finish with
68 points and dished out 37 assists,
while adding 45 steals, 45 rebounds
and two blocked shots.

“Jenna may not be the tallest per-
son on the floor but she definitely
plays like she is. Jenna’s quickness,
tenacity and composure were instru-
mental in a number of our games this
year. In particular, our two-point loss
to The Patrick School, our win over
ALJ, and most recently, our big win
over Edison in the State Tournament.
Jenna did not have to score 20 points
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Junior point guard Brianna O’Brien
was left with the burden of running
the offense and providing points in
Downing’s absence. O’Brien came
through by averaging 10.2 points per
game, including 17 against Brearley
in the UCT first round playoff game.
Summer Sheppard averaged 5.8
points per game on the season but the
senior guard really picked up the pace
late in the season averaging 9.1 ppg
over the final eight games.

Other contributors included Abbe-
Gayle Burton (6.1 ppg), Isabella
Corsaro (1.9 ppg), Stefanie DeVizio
(6.7 ppg), Kaysia Minor (2.7 ppg)
and Mariah Marrero. With the excep-
tion of Sheppard, everyone is expected
back next year.

“The girls that did play worked
extremely hard and I have nothing but
respect for the effort they put in,” said
McKenna. “Ultimately, the other
teams we played were more talented.”

Indeed, the Raiders were often up

against superior talent in the tough
competition that Union County of-
fers. The Raiders were mauled by The
Patrick School twice and also suf-
fered big losses against the likes of
UCT runner-up Westfield and Roselle
Catholic. McKenna knows that it will
be a steep climb for the girls’ program
to rise to the level of these area pow-
erhouses.

“Last year we finished second in
our division as well as a top-10 team
in the county, so I don’t know that we
had much bad luck last season,” said
McKenna. “The difference was that
we had many more seniors and a lot of
talented girls that had a large amount
of varsity experience. We return all
but one player and will be bringing up
some girls from the JV team. Hope-
fully the hard work the girls put in this
year will pay dividends next year with
a year of learning and playing to-
gether under their belts.”

While fans hoping for a dramatic

turnaround might point to the one
turned in by the SPF boys team this
season, which saw them improve from
a three win season a year ago to a 22-
win campaign, McKenna is quick to
point out the pitfalls of such a com-
parison.

“It’s unfair to compare us to the
boys team and expect such a dramatic
increase in wins as its apples and
oranges,” said McKenna. “We play in
the second division, while the boys
dropped down to the third division.
We are playing the best schools in
Union County every night. We are
also the only team in our division that
does not have middle school sports as
a feeder system. Most of the girls in
our program have only ever played
basketball at the recreational level.
To join the ranks of the elite teams, a
feeder system needs to be developed
in the community to give the girls
more of an opportunity to play and
learn at a more competitive level.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

D. Blair Corbin’s
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Highlights are from the archives of
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times —
www.goleader.com

March 2015: Seniors Lil Scott,
Jackie Knapp and Jamie Miller were
the Blue Devil girls basketball team
leaders and were a huge influence
throughout their four-year varsity ca-
reers. This season, Scott led the team
with 402 points, including 41 3-point-
ers, to up her career total to 1,540,
second on the WHS all-time list be-
hind Erin Miller (2008) at 1,580. Scott
also had 75 assists, 92 rebounds, 48
steals and six blocks.

Knapp, who scored 340 points this
season (22 3-pointers), became No. 3
on the WHS list with 1,370 points.
She also added 67 assists, 65 re-
bounds, 67 steals and eight blocks.
Miller’s primary discipline was on
defense.

Scott with a total of 264 steals and
Knapp with 303 for a total of 567
surpassed Gab O’Leary (2008) and
Erin Miller, whose total was 533, to
become Westfield’s “Chief Thief”
twosome. Miller with 315 thefts still
remains the all-time WHS individual
leader with Knapp right behind.
O’Leary had 218 thefts. Scott with
287 and Knapp with 277 also gave
Erin Miller with 343 and O’Leary
with 314 a run for their money in
career assists

March 2014: Senior team captains
Mairead McKeary and Kerry
Wischusen, as the only returning start-
ers on the Cranford High School girls
basketball team, had their work cut
out for them organizing a squad com-
prised predominantly of sophomores,
but fortunately very talented sopho-
mores.

McKeary finished second on the

team with 227 points and first with 44
assists. She scored double figures 13
times, and her defense was also top
notch with 65 rebounds and a team-
leading 45 acts of theft. Wischusen
helped set up plays but also managed
to bucket 103 points, while adding 27
assists. In four of her games she dished
out four assists. She also grabbed 61
rebounds and had 31 steals.

March 10, 2013: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School senior heavy-

weight Anthony Tufaro and Westfield
Blue Devil senior Colin Barber were
among six Union County wrestlers,
who placed in the top-8 at the NJSIAA
Championships at Boardwalk Hall in
Atlantic City. Tufaro placed sixth,
while Barber placed seventh at 152-
lbs. Governor Livingston Highlander
Jon Mele placed fourth at 120-lbs,
and Summit Hilltopper AJ Iarussi
placed sixth at 220-lbs, while Brearley

David B. Corbin (March 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND ALL TIME IN SCORING...Blue Devil senior Lil Scott, front, became
the second all-time leading scorer in Westfield High School history with 1,540
points behind Erin Miller (2008) at 1,580 (2015).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALWAYS IN THE MIX...Blue Devil senior Danielle Rinaldi, left, was always in the middle of the action. Rinaldi had double
nickels in assists and steals with 55 each and pulled 87 rebounds.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TASK OF RUNNING THE OFFENSE...Raider junior point guard Brianna O’Brien, No. 2, was left with the burden of
running the offense and providing points in Nya Downing’s absence. O’Brien came through by averaging 10.2 points per
game, including 17 against David Brearley in the UCT first round playoff game.

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083
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Lady Cougars
Finish Strong

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Lady Blue Devil  Cagers Exceeded
Expectations; Finished 19-6

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three Old Sports Writers
Walk Into a Café …

Sometime around 10:30 this morn-
ing, three or four older guys will wan-
der into Shaker’s Café on Main Street
in Flemington. For the next couple of
hours, there will be plenty of good
food, sports talk and memories of the
good old days – i.e., the days before
iPhones, the internet, pitch counts, an
ever-expanding NCAA Tournament
field, ESPN and 24-hour sports talk
radio.

They are what is known as a “romeo”
– retired old men eating out.

It should surprise nobody if their
conversation revolves around high
school sports in New Jersey. The
Founding Fathers of this so-called
“Third Thursday” group are J.B.
Raymond, Lowell Snare and Paul
Franklin. Recently they’ve been joined
by Gene Robbins. Between that four-
some, there are almost 200 years of
high school sports coverage in New
Jersey. That can make for a whole lot
of reminiscing, and a whole lot of
“good ol’ days” talk.

To be fair, when these guys started

Customers at Mom’s Restaurant in Ringoes have been greeted by this sign since
1968.

in the business, newspapers were ex-
periencing a very, very different vibe.
People in the late 1960s not only actu-
ally still read newspapers back then,
they depended on them for their local
news and sports. Local sports writers
were kings of their world, with people
rushing to the newsstands in the morn-
ing to see what they’d written, or who
they’d picked to win a certain game.
Those were the winding-down days of
hot type. Writers and editors used old-
fashioned (i.e., non-electric) typewrit-
ers, note paper, glue pots, editors wore
visors and teletype machines brought
the national news.

The Founding Fathers are what

people now tend to call dinosaurs – the
leftover products of another era.

Lowell, a 1963 graduate of North
Hunterdon Regional, is Mr. Hunterdon
County, having worked at the
Hunterdon Review and Hunterdon
Democrat as a sports writer/editor and
columnist from 1969 until a few years
ago. He could be described as a loveable
curmudgeon. Think Clint Eastwood’s
character in “Gran Torino.”

J.B., a 1963 WHS graduate, has been
a writer and editor on a 49-year news-
paper journey that’s taken him from
Plainfield in 1969 to Morristown, Pater-
son, Philadelphia, Trenton, Princeton,
Asbury Park, Bridgewater, Parsippany,
Tullytown (Pa.), Asbury Park again,
East Brunswick, Asbury Park (again!),
Trenton (again) and currently (lastly?)
to his current job with Calkins Media,
in Burlington and Bucks (Pa.) coun-
ties. He is a cross between Snare’s
curmudgeon and Franklin’s hippie, and
often refers to himself as “Westfield’s
Lowell Snare.”

Paul, a 1965 Somerville High grad,
started at the Plainfield Courier-News

in 1970 and was also at the Bridgewater
Courier-News and East Brunswick
Home News Tribune until recently tak-
ing a buyout and becoming a free-lance
writer. He is a very mellow, peaceful
guy. He recently returned from a 10-
day trip “down south, just driving
around, without a plan.”

Gene is a ’66 North Hunterdon grad,
and a long-time buddy of and co-
worker with Snare. Another weekly
newspaper veteran of over 40 years,
he is perhaps more known as the
brother of Dave “The Rave” Robbins,
the caped guy who entertains basket-
ball fans at halftime of North
Hunterdon’s home games with his leg-

endary backward halfcourt shots.
Before joining his family in Oregon

last fall, Steve Merrill (WHS, ’71)
was also an honorary member of the
‘Third Thursday’ crew, as much for
the old-time sports discussions as the
food.

These guys have, often begrudg-
ingly, made some adjustments/con-
cessions to the modern world. Paul
and Gene actually have smart phones,
while J.B. and Lowell continue to use
a flip phone similar to the one made
famous by Don Johnson on the old TV
show Miami Vice.

One thing that rarely changes is what
they order for breakfast. You can pretty
much count on Lowell going for
scrambled eggs, with corned beef hash a
side of bacon, and keep the coffee com-
ing; Paul gets a couple of poached eggs
on English muffins, usually washing it
down with chocolate milk; and J.B. goes
for either an omelet or cream cheese-
filled scrambled eggs, hoping wherever
they are serves grits and Dr Pepper.

The idea for Third Thursdays was
hatched on April 30, 2015, when
Lowell, Paul and J.B. were having
breakfast at the Frenchtown Café. It’s
a place they visited frequently, since
its days as Mondo Mick’s. That was
the day they decided to informally
meet on a specific day every month.
They decided to call it “Third Thurs-
day” because of the cool alliteration.
(It’s mildly ironic that the plan was

bench and demonstrated her defen-
sive skills with 65 rebounds and four
blocked shots, while contributing 50
points and eight assists. Sophomore
Olivia Speer finished with 72 points,
23 rebounds, eight assists and six
steals. Junior Charlotte Van Why sank
67 points and added 14 rebounds, 13
assists and a pair of blocked shots.

The three most exciting games came
down the home stretch, beginning with
a 55-54 sting by the Union Catholic
Vikings on Valentine’s Day. Next came
the Morris Catholic thriller on “Se-
nior Night” and finally with a season-
ending 58-53 overtime loss to West
Morris in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 Tournament.

Adding to the Cougars’ positive
attitude for next year, the JV team
beat Westfield for the Union County
Tournament title. It was the second in
a row for the Cougars, who won three
of the last four UCT Titles.

“I am extremely optimistic about
next year. We were a young team this
year, who started off slow, but started
to come together towards the middle/
end of the season. We have a ton of
very talented returning players, along
with the girls who played on JV. I’m
definitely looking forward to next
season,” Coach Dyer said.

to make an impact. Teams knew she
was out there and she didn’t make it
easy for them,” Coach McKeon noted.

Junior guard Molly Ryan was the
Blue Devils’ most dangerous outside
threat and nailed 39 3-pointers, while
leading the team with 311 points. Ryan
also sank 37 free throws. Her “hands
on” philosophy allowed her to com-
mit 112 acts of thievery, breaking Lil
Scott’s mark of 102 set in 2014, while
adding seven blocks. Being of unself-
ish demeanor, Ryan also led the team
in assists with 64. Ryan will bring 545
career points, 81 3-pointers and 177
steals into her senior year.

“Molly is a special kind of player.
You can see in her eyes how badly she
wants to win. She is probably the
most unselfish player I have ever met
and almost to a fault. Molly can make
3-pointers from NBA range and beat
anyone to the basket with her quick-
ness, but her first look is always to a
teammate who has a better shot. Molly
sees things that most people her age
never see. Her knowledge of the game
and her quickness and aggressiveness
on defense drive opponents nuts,”
Coach McKeon expressed.

Junior guard Grace Elliott, aside
from being very solid on defense, dem-
onstrated her driving to the basket
skills and drawing fouls. Elliott sank
63 of her 163 points from the free
throw line. She also had 63 steals, 42
assists and 62 rebounds. Elliott’s most
impressive defensive game was in the

UCT semifinals against New Provi-
dence where kept Pioneer star Katie
Kinum in check. To date, Elliott has
347 career points (No. 26 all-time).

“Grace has been on the team since
she was a freshman and her compo-
sure has never changed. Since day
one, she did not care who her oppo-
nent was or the impact of the game.
She was giving it 110 percent every
time, no matter what. Grace’s pres-
ence and stability make her a huge
factor. She also doesn’t back to any-
one,” Coach McKeon said. “We al-
ways knew this about Grace but she
showed the rest of the county when
she shut down one of the top scorers
in the state on our way to winning our
County semifinal game against New
Providence.”

Coming off the bench, junior for-
ward Lauren Sgro demonstrated her
skills under the boards with 50 re-
bounds and a pair of blocks, while
adding 60 points with six free throws,
10 steals and eight assists. Sopho-
more forward Sam Stravach contrib-
uted 49 rebounds, 44 points, 10 as-
sists, eight steals and three blocks and
sophomore guard Lily Maz contrib-
uted 35 points, 25 steals, 17 assists
and 14 blocks. Seniors Casey
Popowski and Nicolina Albano also
received some playing time.

“This team is a very special group
of ladies. All ten of them had an
impact on our season and made it
fun,” Coach McKeon concluded.

D. Blair Corbin’s
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David B. Corbin (2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A TEAM LEADER IN ASSISTS AND SCORING...Cougar senior Mairead
McKeary, No. 13, led her team in assists with 44 and was second in scoring with
227 points. She also led her team with 45 steals. (2014)

Bears Joey Balboni at 170-lbs and
John Balboni at 160-lbs placed third
and fifth, respectively.

March 4, 2012: The No. 1
Westfield High School girls swim
team touched first in the 200-free
relay to claim its first Meet of Cham-
pions relay title in 30 years (1982) at
the NJSIAA Meet of Champions at
Gloucester County Institute of Tech-
nology in Sewell.

Sophomore Sarah Cronin with a
split of 24.45, senior co-captain Loren
Ball with a split of 24.65, junior Ellie
Reinhardt with a split of 25.0 and
sophomore Caroline Baldwin with a
split of 23.78 touched the wall at
1:37.88 (WHS record) to beat Mount
St. Dominic at 1:38.22. The time was
the third fastest in meet history and
the fastest in the state this season.

Early March 2011: One year after
winning its first sectional title since
1973, the Cranford Lady Cougars
basketball team nearly repeated itself
by reaching the North Jersey, Group
3, Section 2 finals, falling short to
West Morris, 53-42. Sophomore guard
Jess McCoy had an uncanny knack of
getting underneath the basket at the
right time and led the Cougars in
scoring with 322 points and in re-
bounds with 201. Junior forward
Morgan Miller sparked fear in the
eyes of opponents when she hovered
around the perimeter. She bucketed
300 points and nailed a team-leading
37 3-pointers

Early March 2011: The Blue Devil

boys basketball team finished 12-12
overall despite having to face top-20
teams Linden and Plainfield twice
and nationally ranked St. Patrick’s
twice, along with Union twice. The
Blue Devils finished 9-4 in non-con-
ference play.

Ryan Hess, who saw varsity action
all four of his years, led the team in
scoring with 331 points (13.8 points
per game [ppg]). He led the team in
free-throw percentage at 78 percent
(86-for-110) and field goal percent at
53 percent. Senior forward Joe
Greenspan, who did not play basket-
ball last year, was an absolute “grab-
bing” machine. He led the team with
314 rebounds, while scoring 197
points and dishing out 47 assists.

Early March 2010: The Blue Devil
wrestling team this season tapped
(WHS) wrestling history twice with a
45-22 victory over Elizabeth, making
it the 500th win for the program and
the 100th career victory for Glen Kurz
as the Blue Devils’ head coach. Junior
Christian Barber (140 lbs.), a two-
time District 11 champ, wrestled some
of the toughest competition in the
state and finished 24-8. Senior Brian
Henry (145 lbs.), “the 100 percent,
six-minute man,” wrestled his best in
the region tournament with big wins
and finished 19-13.

March 10, 2009: Barely qualify-
ing for the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 Tournament, the Raider boys
basketball team drew the last seed

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HANDLING HUGE DEFENSIVE CHORES...Blue Devil junior Grace Elliott,
No. 12, guards Pioneer star Katie Kinum during the Union County Tournament
semifinal game at Rahway High School. The Blue Devils won 39-33.

hatched on a Fifth Friday.)
Although the Third Thursday has

occasionally been moved to a Wednes-
day or Friday to accommodate a
dentist’s appointment, or some other
kind of old-timer’s ailment to be dealt
with, today is the 23rd time in the last
24 months that they’ve met – only
missing in September 2015.

Here’s a list of their spots, many of
which have been repeat visits and all
of which are highly recommended if
you’re in the area:

Frenchtown Cafe: J.B. recom-
mends the Vegetarian Bliss (scrambled
eggs, with bacon, spinach and cream
cheese on an English muffin) or the
Son of the Mess (scrambled eggs, with
bacon, hash browns and onions with
melted cheddar).

Ginny’s Café, Frenchtown:
“Don’t judge a book by the cover”
would definitely describe this tiny
place on Route 12 about a mile before
Frenchtown.

Gronsky’s Milk House, High
Bridge: May serve the best omelets
and hash browns anywhere, and the
pancakes are ridiculously enormous.

Lebanon General Store: They
serve Joe Tea, but sadly were out of
raspberry that day.

Metro Café Diner (now Golden
Star Diner), Ringoes: Typical diner
food.

Mom’s Restaurant, Ringoes: A
hidden gem on Route 579 near Routes
31 and 202.

Nick’s Towne Luncheonette,
Clinton: Solid place in the lovely
little borough of Clinton.

Orlando’s Cafe, Hopewell: Ter-
rific omelets and grits.

Red Horse Cafe, Lebanon:
Haven’t been there since the Red Horse
closed and it became Pamby’s.

Sky Manor Café, Pittstown: Same
owner as the Frenchtown Café. Good
stuff and you can watch prop planes
take off and land.

Sneddon’s Luncheonette,
Lambertville: It’s ala carte, but ev-
erything is always terrific.

Theresa’s Cafe, Flemington: How
can you not like a place that serves Joe
Tea AND has a menu item called
Bruce’s Eggs – scrambled with cream
cheese, chives and bacon?

FOOTBALL HONORS
It’s been 3½ months since the last

football game, but the honors con-
tinue for the 2016 WHS team.

Owen Kessler and Jack Shirk will
be recognized on Sunday as the latest
Blue Devils named to the New Jersey
Football Coaches Association’s Su-
per 100 All-State Team. And Jim
DeSarno will receive Coach of the
Year honors. Festivities at the Pines
Manor in Edison start at noon.

Kessler, a defensive end, will be
playing at Georgetown in the fall. He
is the son of former WHS all-county
guard-linebacker John Kessler (’82).

Shirk, a wide receiver who broke
almost every school receiving record,
will be attending Auburn.

DeSarno has led the Blue Devils to
back-to-back 12-0 seasons, and con-
secutive North 2 Group 5 champion-
ships. His 11-year coaching record at
WHS is 81-36.

Kessler and Shirk are the fifth and
sixth Super 100 selections under
DeSarno, joining running back Jack
Curry, linebacker Jack Simcox, line-
man Joe Scaglione and halfback James
O’Rourke.

SOCCER CHAMPS...On March 2 the Lincoln School in Garwood, honored the
2016 Middle School Soccer team by raising a championship banner in their gym.
The team finished with a school best 11-3 record. The team was led by 8th Grade
Captains: Augustine Puentes, Nick Jacewicz and Martha Kolfenbach. Additional
members include 8th graders, Isaiah Martin and Jake Jediny. 7th Graders: Sara
Scepkowski, Paul Castro, Matthew Merfert, Joe Carney, Konrad Parzych, and
David Augustyn. 6th Graders: Henry Nordstrom, Eva Puentes, Maria Mormile,
Simon Cvercko, Matt Froden, Isabella Grogan, Ian Langston, and Skyler Will-
iams. The team was coached by Matt Burke and Anthony Mondi.

FSPY Men’s 30+ Basketball
First Round Playoff Results:
Eight teams with championship

aspirations took to the hardwood dur-
ing the opening round of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains “Y” Men’s 30+ Basket-
ball League playoffs. Three of the
top-four seeds advanced, however, a
defending champ saw to it that things
would not go totally chalk on the road
to the Final Four.

Get Buckets 70, Drive N Dish 56:
No. 1 seed Get Buckets took care of
business led by Jamal “The Truth”
Berry (25 pts, 13 rebounds) and Capt.
Justin Fiory (20 and 8, four from down-
town). Ara Movsesian (10 pts) and
“KG” Kevin Gannon (8 and 6) also
helped G.B. tune up for its title run.

Hamstrung by injuries all season,
Drive N Dish gave it another gritty
effort. Brian Ciemneicki capped a
marvelous winter with 21 pts and 8
rebs, while running mates Steve Lee
(14 and 8) and Chris Beaudry (9 and
8) went down fighting for DND.

No Conscience 45, Hickory Hoo-
siers 32: The 4/5 tilt was no contest,
as 4th-seeded No Con ran out to a 18-
4 lead and never looked back, secur-
ing a date with top dog Get Buckets
for a right to play for the Chip. Gregg
Carder was his consistent self, notch-
ing 14 pts for the winners, and was
supported by breakout forward
Stephen Murray’s 11 tallies. The Hoo-
siers’ shooting went hickory-dickory-
dock at the most inopportune time, as
they connected on just 14 of their 61

attempts (23 percent). Dave Ferreiro
was the Hicks’ high-man with 8 pts.
Craig Cichocki and Joe DeGennaro
each snared 10 boards.

Slamma Jamma 53, Flash-N-
Bang 35: The 3 seed slammed the
door shut on the 6 seed, and will be
jamming in the next round of the Big
Dance. Rookie phenom Greg
Josephsen paced Slam Jam with 18
pts, Gavin Ford fashioned a monster
double-double (15 pts, 20 caroms),
and Dave “Baseline” Berger tossed in
10 pts for the victors. F-N-B received
19 pts from league-leading scorer
Warren Lowe, and a 9 and 7 outing
from the reliable OG, Omar Glover.

Falcons 51, Size Matters 49: Form
held until the nightcap, as the 7th-
seeded Falcons edged 2 seed Size
Matters to earn a Final Four show-
down against Slamma Jamma. It will
be a return trip to the semifinals for
Falc Capt. Jason Shann, who steered
his squad to the 2016 FSPY crown.
Sweet stroker Eljay Aguillo tickled
the twines for 16 pts (4 treys), first-
year wonder Clay Torres went for 13
and 7, and Shann contributed 12 pts
for the dancing Dirty Birds. Frosh
sensation Chris Burke (25 pts) and
veteran baller Jason Pompeo (14) were
sizeable in a losing cause.

Semifinals Schedule for March 19:
(4) No Conscience v. (1) Get Buckets
– 10 a.m.; (7) Falcons v. (3) Slamma
Jamma – 11 a.m.

Westfield Boys Finish Strong
To Win JBA 7A Hoops Title

JBA CHAMPS...The 7th Grade Westfield Boys A basketball team won the JBA
Championship with a convincing 71-51 win over Woodbridge. Westfield had
advanced to the finals by defeating Berkeley Heights, 56-38, in the semifinals.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Jack Walter, David Link, Aidan Kearney,
David Schuster and Walter Schwartz; middle row, James Csorba, Ryan Friedberg,
Steven Angeli, Logan Howland, Sean Logan and Sean Czarnecki; back row,
Coaches Chris Walter, John Schwartz and Tom Howland.

The Westfield 7th Grade Boys “A”
Basketball Team defeated
Woodbridge, 71-51, to win the Jersey
Basketball Association championship
on March 12 at New Providence High
School. The game was a showdown
between the top two seeds in the JBA’s
Red Division. Westfield also won the
regular season division crown by post-
ing a 13-1 record.

Westfield won their last 15 games,
including the Clark Tournament
Championship the week before, and
posted a 34-6 overall record. “From
the start of the season, we emphasized
the importance of improving both in-
dividually and as a team,” said Assis-
tant Coach John Schwartz. “The boys
rose to the challenge and made our
job easier.”

In addition to the JBA, the team
played in a few tournaments but also
competed in the 8th Grade A Division
of the Garden State Basketball
League, finishing 9-4 in the regular
season. “That gave us a number of
chances to play really talented teams,
bigger, faster competition that forced
the boys to raise their level of play,”

said Head Coach Tom Howland. “I
have preached the need for 100 per-
cent effort every time they stepped on
the court and it showed with the way
we finished the season.”

The team often used stifling defen-
sive pressure to play “up tempo” bas-
ketball but also excelled in the half
court game with great ball movement,
shooting and rebounding. Defensive
stalwarts James Csorba, Sean
Czarnecki and Jack Walter mastered
traps and ball pressure to create turn-
overs. Sharpshooters Aidan Kearney
and Sean Logan drained open shots
from the floor and Logan Howland
owned the paint with rebounds and
blocks. Steven Angeli led the team in
scoring with David Schuster and Ryan
Friedberg also putting up strong point
totals, while David Link and Walter
Schwartz dished out assist after as-
sist.

The team also learned how to keep
their poise and finish strong in a num-
ber of close games. “I kept telling
them in the huddle to relax and play
hard,” said Assistant Coach Chris
Walter. “It became our motto!”CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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  188 Elm St Westfield 

  908 233-8502 x  455 

     
  908-400-0778   cell 

  Thinking Of  Selling your Home this Spring  ...Call Susan 

Susan Massa Broker CRS  SRES ABR     908-400-0778    www.Njhomeshowcase.com   susan@susanmassa.com 

“Success in Selling/Buying your Home is not by luck its 

hard work passion perseverance preparation experience, 

knowledge skill and going that extra mile that makes all 

the difference” Your choice is Susan 

Westfield Office
185 Elm St  908-654-7777

www.weichert.com
Weichert
Realtors

,
®

Weichert ® Real Estate
Mortgages
Closing Services
Insurance

®

Michele
Belier

Steven
Finter

Don
Villane

Phyllis
Brown

SCOTCH PLAINS. Absolutely stunning 5 BR 4 Bath Colonial. Over 4600 sq. ft. of
spacious rooms w/open flow for entertaining. Wonderful architectural design & details
with beautiful woodwork and notable amenities. A fabulous chef's kitchen with large
center island, imported backsplash, huge FR with high ceiling, stylish LR and FDR with tray ceilings, a
computer center/office, a spectacular MBR Suite w/Walk-In Closets and MBth, 4 large BR's with large
closets and a fin. bsmt. A beautiful professionally landscaped backyard with paver patio and built-in barbecue/
cooking area, a 3 car garage, and a charming open front porch complete this special home. $1,120,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Bright and airy 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Cape with
beautiful distinctive features! More spacious than it appears, with
high ceilings and large windows. Updated kitchen has granite
counters and light wood cabinets. Bus to NYC is steps away. Second floor offers
expansion possibilities; sitting room can easily be converted to a 4th Bedroom. Large
basement is partially finished with tile floor. One 1st floor Bedroom currently being
used as an office. $350,000.

CAPE COD

WESTFIELD. Restored 1871 Victorian A Mackenzie-Childs inspired
décor, mahogany floors, butler pantry w/back stair, Heated Floors,
$30,000 lighting fixtures to remain, in-ground heated pool, Blue
Stone patio and Pool surround, Gorgeous gardens, KOI pond, Marble stone drive,
Restored Burry Biscuit Factory Iron fencing, 3 car garage w/Loft, front & rear
Mahogany porches, gourmet center island kitchen, 2 fireplaces, 1st floor laundry/
mud room, MBR w/private bath. $1,499,000.

VICTORIAN
WESTFIELD. Classic CHC and remarkable features will excite the
mind and calm your senses. Either wait to see the final design or work
with the builder and designer to create your own special touches.
Exterior architectural details will be unique and like no others. The custom back
covered patio with exposed beams ceiling will feature a masonry wood burning
fireplace. Built in BBQ finishes off the rear yard and still allows for a pool, or other
outdoor amenities. $2,125,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Carol
DiGraci

Top Dollar
Volume for the

Month of
February

Sales Associate
of the Month

Ana
DeFigueiredo
Top Sales and
Units for the

Month of
February

Raider Swim Girls Won UCT, Boys Sectionals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

over into the Meet of Champions
(MOC) with all three placing in the
Top-8, which included Erika Frazier,
Rachel Maizes, Stephanie Judge and
Dee Dee Maizes taking top honors in
the 200-medley relay. It was the sec-
ond year in a row that the Raider girls
have had the best medley in the state.
Individually at the MOC, Rachel
Maizes placed second in the 100-
breaststroke, setting a new SPF school
record. Dee Dee Maizes also set a
school record earlier in the season in
the 200-freestyle.

“Rachel and Dee Dee just keep
getting better and better. I am very
glad we have another year with those
two. They are two of our most versa-
tile and consistent swimmers and al-
ways step you for every meet. It will
be very hard to say good-bye to Steph
Judge. She is a true competitor and

was always willing to do anything to
help her team win,” Raider Head
Coach Jess Hulnik said.

The boys received super produc-
tion, especially from senior Chris
Bondarowicz and sophomore Josh
Cohen, who were both double win-
ners at the UCT. Bondarowicz won
the 200-Individual Medley in 1:53.86
and the 100-breaststroke in 57.54.
Cohen broke his former 2016 record
of 4:36.39 in the 500-freestyle, fin-
ishing in 4:35.02. He also touched
first in the 200-freestyle at 1:42.15.
Sophomore Alan Shao took top hon-
ors in the 100-butterfly with a time of
52.47.

At MOC, Bondarowicz placed sixth
in the 200 Individual Medley and
won the 100-breaststroke. Cohen
placed fourth in the 200-freestyle and
third in the 500-freestyle.

The boys broke the following SPF
school records this season:
Bondarowicz (200 Individual Med-
ley), Cohen (200- and 500-freestyle),
and seniors Brian Kenny and Michael
Rash, junior Nick Heath and Cohen
in the 400-free relay.

“Chris finished up his senior year
in style. he is also a very versatile
swimmer and while he is mostly
known for his Individual Medley and
breaststroke, he is quite skilled in
several other events. He will be greatly
missed next season, but the Naval
Academy is getting a wonderful new
mid-shipman,” Coach Hulnik said.
“Josh continues to excel in only his
second season. He has been a key
swimmer in both his individual events
and a force to be reckoned with on our
relays. I am looking forward to more
great swims from Josh in the future.”

David B. Corbin (January 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY STRONG IN FREESTYLE...In the UCT, Raider Josh Cohen broke his former 2016 record of 4:36.39 in the 500-
freestyle, finishing in 4:35.02. He also touched first in the 200-freestyle at 1:42.15.

D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

David B. Corbin (January 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLINGING LIKE A VINE…Raider Trevor Cannon, top, uses his entwining style
to control Brearley Bear Steve Margolin. Cannon won the Union County and
District 11 titles at 152-lbs and finished 31-6 this season (2008).

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

and nearly ran the table until Malcolm
X. Shabazz came up with a 24-10,
fourth quarter run to claim a 55-48
victory and the championship in
Plainfield. Senior forward Kevin
Maroney, who sank a pair of free
throws in the final seconds to give the
Raiders the win over Cardinal
McCarrick, grabbed 11 rebounds and
sank 12 points against the 20-8 Bull-
dogs. Point guard Reggie Solomon
pumped in 14 points.

March 2008: A dreadful begin-
ning was transformed into a very posi-
tive look for the future of Blue Devil
wrestling by the end of this season.
The freshmen and sophomore wres-
tlers followed the bright path forged
by junior John Barnes’ positive atti-
tude and work ethic to produce three
District 11 champions, send seven to
the Region 3 tournament and qualify
two for the NJSIAA tournament in
Atlantic City (AC).

Barnes, the district champion at
119-lbs last year, won the 125-lb title,
placed second in the region to qualify
for AC and finished with a 27-8 record.
Junior Sam Reichbach came away
with the 135-lb district title and fresh-
man Christian Barber won the 130-lb
district title.

March 2007: Tenaciousness and
defensive maturity paid off for the
Raider girls’ basketball team that won
the Union County Tournament and
finished the season with a 17-9 record.
The influence of senior Co-Captains,
point guard Allie Zazzali and guard
Lauren Mains on their teammates was
phenomenal. Zazzali sank 967 career
points. This season, she led in scoring

with 436, was second with 98 assists
and was the main thief with 52. Mains,
a very athletic and physical player,
consistently found her way to the bas-
ket off the dribble and totaled 156
points.

March 5, 2005: Raiders Steve
Mineo (140-lbs) and Pat Mineo (145-
lbs) and heavyweight Marc Fabiano
placed second in their respective
classes at the Region 3 championship
in Union

March 2004: In many instances,
other than sports, the bar of achieve-
ment gets lowered in order to reward
mediocrity; however, it was not the
case with this year’s Westfield High
School indoor track girls. The bar of
achievement, instead, was elevated in

a big way as the Blue Devils shattered
nine WHS girls indoor track records.
Figuring in five of those records was
junior Emily MacNeil. Individually,
she broke WHS records in the 300
meters with a time of 44.2 and the 800
meters at 2:18.4 when she placed fifth
at the Meet of Champions. MacNeil
helped set the WHS records in the
sprint relay, the 4x400 meters and the
4x800.

March 14, 2004: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School senior matman
Derek Francavilla (125-lbs) led a band

of four Raiders into the NJSIAA State
Wrestling Tournament at Boardwalk
Hall in Atlantic City and returned
home a second-place medalist. Raider
junior Steve Mineo (130-lbs) took
fourth-place and senior Andrew Silber
(171-lbs) grabbed fifth place.
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C O L D W E L L  B A N K E R  R E S I D E N T I A L  B R O K E R A G E

TRULY REMARKABLE

NJ REALTORS® Circle of 

Excellence Sales Award® Winners

C O LDW E LLBA N KE RH O M E S.C O M

Kimberley Haley

Eileen Burlinson Elias Christodoulakis John DeMarco Carlos Gomez Shari Holtzman Elizabeth Kroncke Kristen Lichtenthal Bettyann “Betty” Lynch Mary McEnerney Barbara “Bobbee” Mulvee Diane Pellino Donna Perch Alan Rasmussen

Gina Suriano Barber Elizabeth Bataille Jayne Bernstein Susan Checchio Faith Maricic Jean Marie Morgan Ellen Murphy★ Jill Horowitz Rome Lisa Stafford

Platinum

Silver

Gold

Bronze

Platinum $20 Million & 30 Units Minimum or 125 Units | Gold $12 Million & 25 Units Minimum or 90 Units  

Silver $6.5 Million & 20 Units Minimum or 70 Units | Bronze $2.5 Million & 15 Units Minimum or 30 Units

★ Distinguished Sales Club (achiever for 10+ years)

We proudly recognize the commitment of the Coldwell Banker affiliated sales associates who achieved membership in the NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® for 2016.

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of the Company. ©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker logo, Coldwell Banker Previews International and the Previews logo are registered and unregistered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 93779 1/17

Irene Katz Javier Matallana Kathryn Shea Naasa Sherbeini John Wiley Tracy Zawacki Barbara Zeckman

Westfield - East Office 
209 Central Avenue | 908.233.5555
Mortgage Advisor:
Mike Stepek 908.361.4972   |  michael.stepek@mortgagefamily.com

Frank D. Isoldi Maryalice Ryan
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MARCH MADNESS CHAMPS...The Westfield Blue 8th grade boys team cap-
tured the March Madness tournament championship in Livingston on March 11.
The team concluded a successful season with an undefeated run to the tournament
title, including a dramatic overtime victory in the Championship game. Players
pictured, left to right, are: Matt Meixner, Matt Gruters, Jack Spellman, Colby
Shovlin, Matt Melao, Sean Hazard, Will Ohlig and Griffin D’Agosta. The team
was coached this season by Bill Taylor and Tony Cofone.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 3/30/17, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Roadway Repair Contract North, Sub-Region N-3, Contract No.
N314, I-78 EB and I-78 EB & WB Express in Essex and Union Counties;

100% State; DP No: 16420
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.

127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and

Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,

Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 3/9/17, 3/16/17 and 3/23/17, The Leader Fee: $168.30

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 4/6/17, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Maintenance Orphan Bridge Repair Contract 2016, Various Locations
Statewide; 100% State; DP No: 16417

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.
127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 3/16/17, 3/23/17 and 3/30/17, The Leader Fee: $165.24

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF FAIRNESS AND PRELIMI-
NARY COMPLIANCE HEARING FOR

THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION (“BOROUGH”),
FOR THE BOROUGH’S HOUSING

ELEMENT AND FAIR SHARE
COMPLIANCE PLAN FOR THE

AFFORDABLE HOUSING PERIOD
1987-2025

DOCKET NO. UNN-L-2406-15

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Thurs-
day, April 20, 2017, beginning at 1:30 p.m.,
there will be a Fairness and Preliminary
Compliance Hearing (the “Hearing”) be-
fore the Honorable Karen M. Cassidy,
A.J.S.C. at the Union County Court Court-
house, 1st Floor Tower, 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07027. The pur-
pose of the Hearing is two-fold. First, the
Court will determine whether the terms of
a proposed Settlement Agreement (the
“Settlement Agreement”) between the
Borough and Intervenor 490 South Av-
enue, LLC, an owner/developer of real
property in the Borough, and Fair Share
Housing Center (“FSHC”) is fair and rea-
sonable to the low income and moderate
income households. A related consider-
ation for the Hearing is for the Court to
consider whether the Borough’s Updated
Housing Element and Fair Share Plan,
summarized by a Draft Summary Plan
(hereinafter the “Affordable Housing Plan”)
and  Spending Plan, which the Borough
Planning Board  and the Borough Council
are anticipated to  endorse prior to the
Hearing,  and anticipate adopting after the
Hearing,  subject to the Court’s approval,
satisfies the Borough’s obligation to pro-
vide a realistic opportunity to satisfy its
Rehabilitation, Prior Round and Third
Round “fair share” of the regional need for
housing affordable to low income and
moderate income households pursuant to
the Fair Housing Act, N.J.S.A. 52:27D-
301, et seq., the substantive, applicable
regulations of the New Jersey Council on
Affordable Housing (“COAH”), the New
Jersey Supreme Court’s March 10, 2015
decision in In re N.J.A.C. 5:96 & N.J.A.C.
5:97, 221 N.J. 1 (2015) and January 18,
2017 decision in In re Declaratory Judg-
ment Actions Filed By Various Munici-
palities, N.J. (2017) and other applicable
laws.

The Affordable Housing Plan fully ad-
dresses the existing components of the
Borough’s affordable housing obligations
for the period 1987-2025. These include
the Prior Round (1987-1999), new con-
struction obligation of 19 units, a rehabili-
tation obligation of 27 units and a Third
Round (1999-2025) and new construction
obligation of 136 units, which was reduced
to a realistic development potential (RDP)
of 86 units and an unmet need of 50 units,
which are subject to possible future modi-
fication. The Affordable Housing Plan pro-
vides a detailed list of the Borough’s total
affordable housing obligation, all compli-
ance mechanisms that demonstrate the
Borough’s compliance with those afford-
able housing obligations, which includes
amendments to the Borough’s Affordable
Housing Ordinance to include inclusionary
zoning obligations and the proposed re-
zoning of certain properties. The full text of
the Borough’s Affordable Housing Plan
and Spending Plan will be available for
public inspection and/or photocopying (at
requestor’s expense) on March 21, 2017,
during normal business hours at the Bor-
ough Clerk’s Office located at 403 South
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey 07027.

On the date of the Hearing, the Court will

conduct a joint Fairness and Preliminary
Compliance Hearing to determine whether
the proposed Settlement Agreement, Af-
fordable Housing Plan and Updated
Spending Plan are fair to low and moder-
ate income households and create a real-
istic opportunity for satisfaction of the
Borough’s affordable housing obligations
pursuant to the Mount Laurel decisions
and their progeny, the Fair Housing Act
(N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301, et seq.) and the
applicable procedural and substantive
regulations of COAH and the Supreme
Court’s March 10, 2015 decision in the
matter of In re N.J.A.C. 5:96 & N.J.A.C.
5:97, 221 N.J. 1 (2015) to satisfy the
Borough’s affordable housing responsi-
bilities for the period 1987-2025.

The Borough seeks a Judgment of Com-
pliance and Repose formally approving
the Affordable Housing Plan and Updated
Spending Plan, subject to appropriate con-
ditions, if any, that may be imposed by the
Court, which Judgment of Compliance will
entitle the Borough to protection from any
Mount Laurel builder’s remedy lawsuits
for a period of time to be determined by the
Court.

Any interested third party that seeks to
appear and be heard at the April 20, 2017
hearing on the Settlement Agreement or
the Borough’s Affordable Housing Plan
and Spending Plan, shall have the oppor-
tunity to present any position on  the pro-
posed Settlement Agreement and Bor-
ough Affordable Housing Plan and Spend-
ing Plan. Objections or comments by any
interested person must be filed with the
Court at the above address on or before
April 10, 2017 with duplicate copies being
forwarded by mail and e-mail to the atten-
tion of the following:

Robert F. Renaud, Esq.
Palumbo Renaud & DeAppolonio, LLC
190 North Avenue East
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
rrenaud@palumborenaud.com
Attorneys for Petitioner

Adam Gordon, Esquire
Kevin Walsh, Esquire
Fair Share Housing Center
510 Park Boulevard
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002-3318
adamgordon@fairsharehousing.org
kevinwalsh@fairsharehousing.org

Elizabeth McKenzie, PP
9 Main Street
Flemington, New Jersey 08822
ecmcke@gmail.com
Special Master

Christopher H. Minks, Esq.
570 Commerce Boulevard
Carlstadt, New Jersey 07072
CMinks@russodevelopment.com
Attorney for Intervenor 490 South Av-

enue, LLC

This Notice is provided pursuant to di-
rective of the Court and is intended to
inform interested parties of the Settlement
Agreement, the Borough’s Affordable
Housing Plan and Spending Plan, and
inform such parties that they are able to
comment on said Settlement Agreement,
Housing Plan and Spending Plan, before
the Court reviews and evaluates whether
to approve the Settlement Agreement,
Housing Plan and Spending Plan. This
Notice does not indicate any view by the
Court as to the fairness of the Settlement
Agreement or the adequacy of the
Borough’s Affordable Housing Plan and
Spending Plan.
1 T - 3/16/17, The Leader Fee: $138.72

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 3/30/17 downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Route 440, from Access Rd/40th St to Mina Drive, Contract No. 021124160,
Pavement Resurfacing, City of Bayonne and City of Jersey City, Hudson

County; Federal Project No: NHP-0440(203) UPC NO: 124160; DP No: 17103
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act

of 1964.  Specifically, “the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 3/9/17, 3/16/17 and 3/23/17, The Leader Fee: $211.14

CLASSIFIEDS
PART TIME ADMIN WANTED

Part time administrative help
needed for busy real estate office.
Must be dependable and be a self
starter. Knowledge of accounting
and some Quickbooks needed.
Hours are Monday thru Friday from
9:00am to 2:00pm. Compensation
is $14-$17 based on experience.

Send your resume to
jbartolome99@gmail.com

or call (908) 233-9292

FANWOOD MOVING SALE

SAT 3/18 & 3/25, 10AM - 3PM
75 Montrose Ave, Fanwood

Call (908) 889-7129 for details!
Designer Handbags & Wallets,
Stoneware, Pier 1 Items,
Figurines, Camera, Crystal
Glassware, Scarves, 45 Records,
Stag Handle Steak Knives, Toys,
Dolls, Easter & Christmas Deco,
Bassinette, Sewing Machine,
Baldwin Piano, Dining Rm Set,
Hand Lawn Mower, Garden
Trellises & Deco, & Much More!

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

Cranford Office Space For Rent

Prime location. First Floor. Clean
space ready for immediate
occupancy. Approx. 750/800 sq.ft.
Onsite parking. All utilities
included. Asking $1400/month.
Please call (908) 654-3725

ENGLISH TUTOR

Experienced certified HS and
college English tutor,

specializing in writing, available.
Call (908) 337-6021

SUMMER SITTER

Sitter needed to spend summer
weekdays with 2 older kids.
Driver's license & car required.
4 days/wk, up to 8 hrs/day. Send
email to sitter07090@gmail.com.

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas,

Arnold & Mangan, L.L.C.

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
www.jonbramnick.com

Motor Vehicle
Traffic Violations?

WESTFIELD
Wednesday, March 1, Cherie N.

Mendes-Cole, 32, of Maplewood was
arrested on an outstanding traffic war-
rant from Maplewood pursuant to a
traffic stop on Woodland Avenue for
an observed motor vehicle violation.
Mendes-Cole was transported to po-
lice headquarters for arrest processing
and released after posting $300 bail.

Wednesday, March 1, Damar E.
Younge, 34, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding Westfield traffic
warrant, with $500 bail, pursuant to a
prisoner pickup at the Port Authority
Police Department in Weehawken.
Younge was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was
processed and held in lieu of bail.

Thursday, March 2, a business on
the 100 block of Central Avenue re-
ported an incident of fraud. An em-
ployee stated that between 5:30 a.m.
and 3:30 p.m. that day, unknown sus-
pects paid for goods with a counterfeit
$50 bill.

Thursday, March 2, Roody Rozelien,
25, of Linden was arrested on two
outstanding warrants from Westfield,
one a criminal warrant and one a traffic
warrant, with a total of $1,000 bail,
pursuant to a prisoner pickup at the
Linden Police Department. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 2, a burglary and
theft was reported at a residence on
the 500 block of Forest Avenue. The
victim stated that between 7:40 a.m.
and 9:15 p.m. that day, unknown sus-
pects entered the residence and ran-
sacked the bedrooms. At the time of
the investigation the victim was un-
sure what items were missing from
the residence.

Friday, March 3, Westfield police
responded to the Bergen County jail
where they placed Lateef Wise, 27,
of Newark under arrest on an out-
standing Westfield criminal warrant
with $654 bail. Wise was brought to
police headquarters where he was
processed and held awaiting trans-
port to the Union County jail.

Saturday, March 4, Tiesha Taylor,
26, of Newark was arrested on the 200
block of East Broad Street on charges
of shoplifting and hindering apprehen-
sion. Taylor allegedly took a total of
$2,949 in merchandise from an East
Broad Street store without paying for it
and then lied about her name, date of
birth and address. According to police,
she also had a total of $6,508 in war-
rants out of Pequannock, Newark, East
Hanover, Wayne and Edison. Taylor
was turned over to the Pequannock
Police Department.

Sunday, March 5, a resident of the
0-100 block of Hawthorn Drive re-
ported being the victim of a burglary
and theft. The victim stated that un-
known suspects had entered her un-
locked motor vehicle, which was in
the driveway, and removed a purse
valued at $2,200.

Sunday, March 5, Bobby Stephens,
Jr., 30, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding Newark traffic warrant,
with $250 bail, and a Budd Lake
traffic warrant, with $89 bail, pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop in the area
of Central Avenue and Pearl Street.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and

released after posting full bail.
Tuesday, March 7, Dawn Smith,

34, of Westfield was arrested on a
Union Township traffic warrant pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop at 800
Rahway Avenue. Smith was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Tuesday, March 7, Mark Anthony,
48, of Piscataway was arrested on
multiple outstanding criminal warrants
after being picked up at the Washing-
ton Township Police Department.
These included warrants from
Westfield, for $1,071; Hazlet, for
$750; North Brunswick, for $958;
Dunellen Borough, for $500, and West
Orange, for $250, for a total of $3,529.
Anthony was taken to police head-
quarters, processed and transported to
the Union County jail in lieu of bail.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, March 8, several items

were reported stolen from a Mountain
Avenue apartment. The complainant had
friends over and items were reported
missing several days later. The incident
currently is under investigation.

Wednesday, March 8, Kiyanna P.
Reed, 23, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of South
Plainfield during a motor vehicle stop.
Reed was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

Wednesday, March 8, Cyiera C.
Williams, 24, of Piscataway was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out of
Piscataway during the course of a mo-
tor vehicle stop. Williams was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 9, a business lo-
cated on Route 22 reported an inci-
dent of criminal mischief after the rear
window on one of its vehicles was
broken.

Thursday, March 9, Deborah Fair,
31, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Garwood
during the course of a motor vehicle
stop. Fair was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Thursday, March 9, a burglary was
reported on the 2300 block of
Whittier Avenue when the resident
returned home and found the house
alarm sounding. The back door was
found forced open and several rooms
inside the home were ransacked. The
incident currently is under investi-
gation.

Friday, March 10, the manager of a
Park Avenue restaurant reported that
an employee had witnessed an un-
known male wearing a ski mask and
gloves walking around inside the em-
ployee locker room. The suspect left
when confronted. The incident cur-
rently is under investigation.

Friday, March 10, a resident of
Raritan Road reported an incident of
fraud. The victim stated that someone
had gained access to his credit card
account and made numerous fraudu-
lent charges.

Friday, March 10, a Plainfield resi-
dent reported the theft of a 2002 Jeep
Wrangler from a business on the 1500
block of East Second Street. The owner
had left her vehicle running, and as
she was returning to the vehicle she
saw it being driven down East Second
Street towards Plainfield. She con-
tacted authorities and Plainfield po-
lice were involved in a motor vehicle
pursuit with the vehicle, which was
recovered on West Front Street in the
jurisdiction of Plainfield police. One
suspect was arrested.

Friday, March 10, a resident of the
2100 block of Elizabeth Avenue re-
ported a burglary. The resident returned
home and found the rear sliding-glass
door smashed and several rooms inside
the home ransacked. The incident cur-
rently is under investigation.

Devilfish 8U Finish Season
With Mini Pentathlon Meet

DEVILFISH 8U PARTICIPANTS...Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row,
Emelia Dengler, Naomi Kamins and Ashley Gao; top row, Mira Emany, Katie
Twilley, Sabela Malki, Abby Thein, Julia O’Brien and Madeline Edmondson.

Seventeen members of the
Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish swim
team participated in the 8U Mini Pen-
tathlon Meet hosted by Summit Area
“Y” on February 26. Ashley Gao (50
breast) and Katie Twilley (100 back)
were individual event winners.

TOP 16 FINISHES:
Freestyle: Emelia Dengler (3rd 25

& 50-free), Madeline Edmonson (6th
25-free), Ashley Gao (11th 100-free),
Kaylie Gao (10th 100-free, 12th 25-
free), Jane Kavanagh (15th 25-free)

Backstroke: Madeline Edmonson
(10th 25-back), Mira Emany (7th 25-
back), Naomi Kamins (2nd 25-back,
4th 50-back), Jane Kavanagh (14th
25-back), Ben Zhou (10th 25-back)

Breaststroke: Olivia Constable
(5th 25-breast, 9th 50-breast), Emelia
Dengler (6th 50-breast), Madeline

Edmonson (11th 25-breast), Mira
Emany (11th 25-breast), Ava Maloney
(13th 25-breast), Kaylie Gao (8th 25-
breast), Abigail Thein (7th 100-
breast), Katie Twilley (8th 100-
breast), Lucas Wang (5th 25-breast),
Ben Zhou (9th 50-breast)

Fly: Emelia Dengler (4th 50-fly),
Madeline Edmondson (12th 25-fly),
Kaylie Gao (15th 25-fly), Jane
Kavanagh (8th 25-fly), Julia O’Brien
(11th 50-fly), Abigail Thein (11th 25-
fly)

100 IM: Ashley Gao (9th), Naomi
Kamins (6th)

For more information regarding the
Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish swim
team, please contact Brian Guidera,
Director of Competitive Aquatics and
Head Coach, (908) 233-2700. X263
or bguidera@westfieldynj.org.

HOOPS CHAMPS...The Westfield Blue Girls 4th Grade Team won the Clark
Winter Basketball Tournament on March 5, finishing the tournament with a 4-0
record. Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row, Quinlan Doherty, Alexandra
Laguna, Savannah Cohen, Sofia Panora, Ella Reed, Ruby McGurn, Kate Fischer,
Sienna Murphy, Taylor Francis, Julia Hynes, Erin Hazard and Grace Koetje; top
row, Coach Jen Hazard, Coach John Reed and Coach Brett Fischer.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE 17-01

NOTICE OF ADOPTION

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL
AND REPLACE EXISTING
ARTICLE XA (FLOOD DAM-
AGE PREVENTION) IN CHAP-
TER 106 (LAND USE) OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO REVISE
FLOOD DAMAGE PREVEN-
TION REGULATIONS.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-01, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2017

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 3/16/17, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Notice of Meetings

(In Compliance with Open Public
Meetings Act – Chapter 231)

*Addendum to
Regularly Scheduled Meetings*

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will meet on Thursday, March
30, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. with a Recognition of
Winter Student Athletes at Evergreen El-
ementary School Multi-Purpose Room,
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains.

Deborah Saridaki
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 3/16/17, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS (IN
COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN PUBLIC
MEETINGS ACT – CHAPTER 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY
SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education Board meeting originally sched-
uled for Tuesday, March 14 at 7:30 pm. is
rescheduled for Thursday, March 16 at
7:30 p.m. at the Administration offices at
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains due to the snowstorm.
1 T - 3/16/17, The Times Fee: $14.28
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TOP PERFORMERS...Three Cranford High School (CHS) students performed
in the NJ All-State Treble Chorus on Saturday, February 25 at the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center in Newark.  Pictured left to right, are Rose Michetti,
grade 10, Kelly McMahon, and Laura Salway, both grade 11 grade. The singers
performed under the direction of Canadian composer Eleanor Daley. This school
year, a total of 11 CHS students were selected for and participated in the NJ All-
State Choruses. The students were sponsored by Anthony Rafaniello, Director of
Choral Activities at CHS.

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 
 

Open to WML and MURAL  

cardholders. Sign up online at 

wwww.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 

908.789.4090 option 0.  
It’s your Library … make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  

www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

 

“The Music from 

China Youth  

Orchestra” 
 

At The Westfield  

Memorial Library  
On Saturday, March 25  at 2 pm 

Enjoy diverse folk music from China, which captures the magic of a 

starry night, the fervent energy of ethnic minority dance and a 

mountains song’s message of love. 

Based in New York City, Music from China is composed of youth 

musicians led by Wang Guowei, a composter, conductor and ehru 

(Chinese fiddle) virtuoso.  

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Logan
Makes Some Sharp Points

2 & ½ popcorns

Park Middle School Drama
Club Presents Honk!Junior
SCOTCH PLAINS – Park Middle

School’s Drama Club is honored to
stage Honk! Junior as its spring mu-
sical production. Kaitlyn Reiser, the
vocal music teacher at Coles Elemen-
tary School, is directing the show.
The productions will be staged on
Friday, March 24 and Saturday, March
25 at 7 p.m., and on Sunday, March
26 at 2 p.m.

“The kids have been working dili-
gently since December to put on a
great show, and you won’t be disap-
pointed!” said Ms. Reiser. “It’s a great
show for adults and children alike,
and I am amazed at the talent these
middle school students possess! You
won’t want to miss this!”

Honk! Junior will feature Park
Middle students in the sixth through
eighth grades. Miss Reiser is ecstatic
to be directing her first show. She
recently earned her Masters in Music
Education from New York Univer-
sity and is always pursuing the most
recent research and practices in mu-
sic education.

Honk! Junior, written by George
Styles and Anthony Drewe, is the re-
telling of the classic Hans Christian
Andersen Tale The Ugly Duckling.
Transformed into a modern musical
comedy, Honk! Junior is appropriate
for everyone in the family. Honk!
tells the story of Ugly, whose odd,
gawky looks instantly incite preju-
dice from his family and neighbors.
Separated from the farm and pursued
by a hungry Cat, Ugly must find his
way, while his loving mother, Ida,
searches for him. Along his journey
he not only discovers his true beauty
and glorious destiny but he also finds
love and acceptance. Honk!, with all
of its wonderful humor, charm and

message of tolerance, is perfect for
audiences of all ages.

Tickets can be purchased at
parkhonk.brownpapertickets.com.

Park Middle School is located at
580 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Judged solely on its surface value,
director James Mangold’s Logan, the
third and reputedly final escapade of
the Wolverine/Marvel Comics/super-
hero/X-Men series, rates a six on my
excitement scale. However, bear in mind
that loyal adherents of this franchise
evaluate their cherished, alternate world
of right, wrong and not so sure by their
very own, entirely proprietary mea-
sure. They couldn’t care less about
what this fuddy-duddy thinks.

Well, good. There is much philo-
sophical baloney and wisdom to be
gleaned from the generation gap. Hence,
knowing my place as the Brave New
World thunders outside my slightly
blemished ivory tower of pontification,
kindly acknowledge that my purpose in
the next eight paragraphs is to be a
cultural emissary to my fellow Great
Unwashed. Bringing news of a largely
younger group’s treats, intrigues and
mores, I feature myself a Marco Polo of
film criticism. Hmm, I could go for a
bowl of spaghetti.

I admit that while I experienced no
such disconnect from the provocatively
entertaining Doctor Strange (2016), a
movie bred in the same stable as Logan,
it nonetheless took about 15 minutes
into this latter film for me to figure out
what was happening. I wished I had
boned up on my Marvel lore. However,
I remembered the dictum by dear old
Dr. Halberstadter at Olde Ivy Film Criti-
cism College: “Make believe you are
interpreting what you see for someone
from Mars, totally unaware of our cul-
ture.”

Admittedly, I never quite understood
the rule, and more than once wondered
if Hansel Halberstadter’s call for such
extreme objectivity was an oblique way
to foster sensitivity to Martians, just in
case they ever visited. But the professor
was such a kind man, and he often
invited favorites to his comfy cottage
off campus, built to look as if it were
made of gingerbread and candy. There,
along with sherry and scones, his wife
Gretel, who had a Viennese accent de-
spite being a fifth generation Texan,
served great spaetzle. They won me
over.

In any case, despite there being no
spaghetti or spaetzle being imbibed in
the dystopian future where Hugh
Jackman’s Wolverine/Logan is being
pursued by some very immoral charac-
ters, once I knew who was who my
bewilderment turned into enlightened
confusion. It is heartening to know that,
through allegory and metaphor, the
brains behind “Logan” and those young
minds receiving their message, are fully
aware of the racist inclinations that
plague our society.

In Logan’s scenario of a depraved
autocracy trying to hang on to the as-
sumed privilege established by their
bigoted ancestors, the huddled masses

are mutants… misunderstood, put upon
beings of multifarious color, stripe and
often wondrous talent. For the most
part they simply wish to live in peace
and prosper. But be aware that implicit
in this Millennial-charged attempt to
understand the disingenuous aims of
the powers that be, our smarter children
have established a sarcastic shield. You
see, the kids know. They just want
adults to show gumption.

No longer is there is simply black,
white and gray, but rather, an
acknowledgement of something more
complicated. For example, Logan is
good not just by what humanitarian
instincts he might exhibit, but by his
angst over the killing he’s done to pre-
serve life and knife-sprouting upper
limbs. When he reluctantly becomes
guardian, tutor and fellow traveler to
pre-teen Laura (Dafne Keen), a waif
mutant with striking genetic similari-
ties to himself, an empathic soap opera
mechanism adds to the ambiguity. The
bad guys, on the other hand, are just
bad.

Led by Stormtrooper-type Pierce
(Boyd Holbrook), point man for
Transigen, a dark, quasi-government
force full up with supremacist, hu-
man-engineering lunacy reminiscent
of Mengele, the authoritarians are
rounding up mutants. Of course,
whether in film or real life, this is
nothing new. It’s just class warfare
dressed in sci-fi clothes as the futuris-
tic, financially elite, acutely aware of
their minority, employ technology to
maintain their dominance.

On the run, but paying only minor
lip service to Laura’s dreamy conten-
tion that a sanctuary for mutant chil-
dren exists just across the Canadian
border, Logan attempts to lead her and
Patrick Stewart’s ailing, Charles
Frances Xavier (Professor X) to safety.
Action-packed skirmishes contrast
with getting-to-know-you sentimen-
tality. While neither Wolverine nor
Laura read it on the cover of a super-
market mag, both have a strong in-
kling regarding their bio-connection.

Although ultimately engaged while
watching this postmodern muckrake,
its amusement value soon evaporated
and was replaced by its decidedly con-
ditional optimism. Wending my way to
where spaghetti might heighten my ana-
lytical abilities, I considered a telling
irony. Our first comic superhero was
created to emotionally combat The
Great Depression, emerging dictators
and the rumblings of approaching war.
And now, again calling upon artistic
endeavor to ameliorate injudicious
forces we’ve mistakenly unleashed, Lo-
gan offers its cutting perception.

***
Logan, rated R, is a Twentieth Cen-

tury Fox release directed by James
Mangold and stars Hugh Jackman,
Patrick Stewart and Dafne Keen. Run-
ning time: 137 minutes

Scotch Plains Resident
Appointed to Theatre Board

Annual Organ Festival
Features Four Top Organists

NEW BRUNSWICK – State The-
atre New Jersey has appointed a new
member to the Board of Trustees:
Craig J. Guiffre, of Scotch Plains,
Managing Director and Chief Oper-
ating Officer for American Benefits
Consulting.

“We are thrilled to welcome Craig
to our Board of Trustees,” said Scott
Fergang, Chair of the State Theatre
Board of Trustees. “State Theatre New
Jersey is fortunate to have found such
experienced and dedicated individual
with an undeniable passion for the

arts.”
“Craig is a great addition to our

Board,” said Tom Carto, State The-
atre New Jersey President and CEO.
“He is a passionate and active ambas-
sador for the arts and will help con-
tribute to our exciting upward mo-
mentum.”

“I am very impressed with the State
Theatre’s record of success as well as
their highly respected brand in the
community and the region and am I
honored to join the Board of Trust-
ees,” said Mr. Guiffre.

PLAINFIELD – Organists Brian
Preston Harlow, Colin MacKnight,
Thomas Rodgers, and Barbara Th-
ompson will be performing on Sun-
day, March 19 at 3 p.m. at the historic
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church
(CAPC) in Plainfield. The annual
organ festival, this year entitled Pipe
Dreams, provides an opportunity to
enjoy the range and power of the 97
rank Gilbert Adams organ, in the gor-
geous acoustics of CAPC’s Neo-
Gothic sanctuary.

This year, selections by Bach,
Clerambault, Duruflé, and others will
be performed.

 Mr. Preston Harlow is the Organ-
ist and Choirmaster of St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church in Gladstone; Di-
rector of the Rutgers University Cho-
rus, Newark Campus; and both Di-
rector of the Apprentice Chorus and
music theory teacher at the Newark
Boys Chorus School.

Mr. MacKnight is a C.V. Starr Doc-
toral Fellow at The Juilliard School,
where he also received his Bachelor’s
and Master’s degrees. He serves as
Assistant Organist at New York City’s
Church of the Resurrection under
music director David Enlow.

Mr. Rodgers has been the Director
of Music at the Bound Brook Presby-
terian Church since 1976.

Ms. Thomson is currently Voorhees
Chapel Organist at Rutgers University,
Organist and Director of Music at the
Congregational Church of Westfield,
and Organist and Director of Music at
Temple B’nai Abraham in Livingston.

CAPC is located at 716 Watchung
Avenue, Plainfield. Tickets for gen-
eral admission are $20, seniors are
$15 and students are $5. Tickets may
be purchased at the door the day of the
concert, or are available during nor-
mal business hours at the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church office.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Birdie
Allen, “A Lot of Livin’ to Do” and
“Kids.” In “Baby, Talk to Me,” a male
quartet backs up Albert with nice har-
mony.

Dozens of student and adult leaders
are listed in the program as directors
and assistant directors, so congratula-
tions are well deserved all around.
Adorable costumes by Joanne Sprague
shout period pieces and choreogra-
pher Jennifer DiGiuseppe has done an
amazing job in putting over 45 stu-
dents on the stage at one time. They
clearly are having a ball. Pit orchestra
conductor and co-producer Durand
Thomas gets the professional and stu-
dent orchestra to soar. Co-producer
and music co-director Jan Allen has,
with the others, collaborated with their
new director of the SPFHS Rep pro-
duction, Courtney Nemec. Ms. Nemec
served as assistant director last year
and previous years in other capacities
and has now earned the title of “direc-
tor” with this energetic production.

Every generation laments, “Kids.
Why can’t they be like we were, per-
fect in every way…?” But the kids in
this production are close to being per-
fect just the way they are on that stage.

Bye Bye Birdie continues today,
Friday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. Tick-
ets are available at
birdieSPFHS.brownpapertickets.com.

Carriage House Poetry
Reading Series Continues

SHOWTIME...Pingry's Departments of Drama and Music presented Curtains in
late February. The show is a musical comedy mystery from the creators of Cabaret
and Chicago. Members of the cast and crew pictured above include: Nicholas
Grimaldi ’19 (Scotch Plains), Jasmine McMorran ’17 (Westfield), Lydia Gargano
’19 (Westfield) and Jason Bisgay ’19 (Fanwood).

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free evening of poetry read-
ings on Tuesday, March 21 begin-
ning at 8 p.m. in the Patricia Kuran
Arts Center on Watson Road, off
North Martine Avenue, adjacent to
Fanwood Borough Hall (GPS use 75
N. Martine Avenue).

 The evening’s readings will fea-
ture New Jersey poets Donna Baier
Stein and David Crews.

 Ms. Baier Stein is a poet, novel-
ist, short story writer and the founder
of Tiferet Journal.

Mr. Crews is the author of the
poetry collections Circadian Rhythm
(2014) and High Peaks (2015),

which chronicles his hikes in New
York’s Adirondack Mountains.

 The Carriage House Poetry Se-
ries was launched in 1998 and is now
in its 19th year at the Kuran Arts
Center, an historic Gothic Revival
structure that was once a 19th cen-
tury carriage house, hence the name
of the series. The March 21 reading
is free and open to the public. An
open mic will follow the featured
performances.

 For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions, information, and to
see the 2017 Poetry Series calendar,
visit carriagehousepoetryseries.
blogspot.com.

Ithaca College Students
Named to Spring Dean's List

ITHACA, N.Y. – Ithaca College
congratulates students named to
Dean's List for the fall 2016 semester

Molly Bandelli, a resident of
Westfield and Television-Radio ma-
jor, was named to the Dean's List in
Ithaca College's School of Commu-
nications for the fall 2016 semester.

Julia Bieber, a resident of Westfield
and Occupational Therapy major, was
named to the Dean's List in Ithaca
College's School of Health Sciences
and Human Performance for the fall
2016 semester.

Nicholas Cahill, a resident of
Mountainside and Clinical Health
Studies major, was named to the
Dean's List in Ithaca College's School
of Health Sciences and Human Per-
formance for the fall 2016 semester.

Leo Kleiman-Lynch, a resident of
Westfield and Psychology major, was
named to the Dean's List in Ithaca
College's School of Humanities and
Sciences for the fall 2016 semester.

Emily McLane, a resident of
Westfield and Occupational Therapy
major, was named to the Dean's List
in Ithaca College's School of Health
Sciences and Human Performance
for the fall 2016 semester.

Chandler Robertson, a resident of
Westfield and English major, was
named to the Dean's List in Ithaca

College's School of Humanities and
Sciences for the fall 2016 semester.

Charly Solomon, a resident of
Westfield and Recreation Manage-
ment major, was named to the Dean's
List in Ithaca College's School of
Health Sciences and Human Perfor-
mance for the fall 2016 semester.

Ponterdolph Named to
Dean’s List at MCPHS

BOSTON, Mass. – Massachusetts
College of Pharmacy and Health Sci-
ence University announced that
Annabelle Ponterdolph has been
named to the Dean’s List for the Fall
2016 semester. Annabelle is a native
of Scotch Plains and is pursuing a
Bachelor of Science in Premedical
and Health Studies.  Annabelle will
graduate from the Boston, Massa-
chusetts campus in 2017.

The Dean’s List recognizes those
students with a full-time course load
who have achieved outstanding schol-
arship with a 3.5 GPA or higher for
the academic term.
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Member of Coldwell Banker International President's
Premier-Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

#1 REALTOR , Westfield East Office, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

908-301-2015, Direct

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

936 Highland Avenue, Westfield

Offered for $2,500,000.

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

COLDWELL BANKER Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Cell: 908-347-3483
www.NJTopHomes.com

642 Fairfield Circle, Westfield

NEW LISTING
OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, MARCH 19TH • 1-4PM

Built in 1920, this handsome 4 Bedroom Center Hall Colonial is situated on a picturesque quarter acre lot
that is strategically located on a quiet tree lined crescent that personifies that “special neighborhood feeling”.
This coveted location is just steps to the NYC Train, downtown Westfield and both the Middle School &
High School. The original detail has been well preserved and touts gleaming oak floors, high ceilings, crown
moldings, and a wood burning fireplace. This well maintained home underwent a total renovation in 1993
with all new wiring, plumbing, windows, walls and doors. Newer furnace with 5 zone heat and 2 zone
central air are an efficient and comfortable HVAC package. All the rooms are large making this stunning
home the perfect place to entertain family and friends. The first floor Family Room is filled with natural
daylight as it boasts windows on 3 sides. The sun-filled Eat-in Kitchen offers ample cabinetry, stainless steel
appliances and silestone countertops. All the Bedrooms are generous in size and boast great closet space.
The Master Bedroom suite offers an updated en-suite bath and  2 closets including one walk-in closet. The
hall bath was also recently renovated and includes a 2nd floor Laundry. The 3 season porch, new Gossen
deck & paver patio all take advantage of the view of the private yard. Offered at $749,900.

Call Faith @ 908-347-3483 today to arrange for your personal tour of the property.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood HS Rep.
Puts on a Happy Face with Birdie

Westfield Community Players
Soar with Boeing Boeing

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Set in 1958,
the musical Bye Bye Birdie isn’t just
a musical about a teenage heart throb
and his boy crazy fans. The latest
production of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Rep-
ertory Theatre which opened last
weekend and continues this weekend
also touches on parent/teen relation-
ships and introduces young people of
today about a time that is probably
foreign to them. Telephones with
three-foot-long cords? No privacy
because your phone is connected to
an extension in the living room as
well as your bedroom? And being
drafted into the army? What’s that all
about a teen might ask.

With book by Michael Stewart and
lyrics by Lee Adams and music by
Charles Strouse, the show is a favor-
ite production for high school musi-
cals. It’s understandable. The origi-
nal 1960 –1961 production was a
Broadway success, winning multiple
Tony awards that year.

Conrad Birdie, (Joshua Wiener) an
Elvis Presley type rock ‘n’ roll idol,
has been drafted. Conrad, a self-ab-
sorbed drunk with a perpetual sneer
on his face, is popular because of a
few hit records. Before he goes over-
seas, his music agent Albert Peterson
(Josh Wiener), along with his secre-
tary Rosie Alvarez, (Sara Miller)
comes up with a plan to squeeze one
more song out of Conrad. They pick
Kim MacAfee (Julia Guarneri) the
president of the Conrad Birdie fan
club in Sweet Apple, Ohio for Conrad
to kiss and sing to her - “One Last
Kiss” that should become an instant
hit. The one hitch is that Kim and her
new boyfriend Hugo (Ryan Lopez)
have just been “pinned” (another term
that is probably unfamiliar to teens in

2017).
Amid the hoopla of Conrad’s

screaming fans, the refrain of “We
Love You Conrad,” echoes through
the streets of Sweet Apple. Kim’s
parents (Megan Ryan and Ethan
Staple) play hosts for the rock and
roll singer. He is an obnoxious guest
whose narcissistic behavior is over-
looked by Kim’s mother but is not
tolerated by Mr. MacAfee.

The town members go crazy when
they hear that the family will appear
on the popular 1950s Ed Sullivan TV
Show where Conrad will sing to Kim.
Like real life, though, it doesn’t all go
as planned.

A subplot that runs throughout the
musical deals with Albert who is quite
the mama’s boy. His overbearing
mother Mae Peterson (Tali Abraham)
dislikes his secretary/girlfriend Rosie
and brings in a blonde bombshell,
Gloria Rasputin (Nicole Dencker) to
break up the twosome. This, of course,
infuriates Rosie who sings the hilari-

ous “How to Kill a Man” in a beauti-
fully staged fantasy ballet.

There are many outstanding voices
in this production. Sara Miller in “An
English Teacher”, “One Boy”, “Span-
ish Rose” sparkles and her character
dancing in “The Shriner’s Ballet”
prove she’s a triple threat. Julia
Guarneri’s rendition of “How Lovely
to Be a Woman” and “What Did I
Ever See in Him?” showcase her high
soprano voice. When Joshua Wiener
sings, “Put on a Happy Face” the
audience obliges.

For comic relief, several actors
handle their assignments with ease.
Ethan Staple as Mr. MacAfee enjoys
being exasperated in “Kids” with his
stage wife Meghan Ryan. Tali
Abraham, has the plum role with hy-
perbolic gestures and great lines which
she delivers with smart timing.

Memorable group numbers include
“The Telephone Hour” with colorful
staging on a clever set by Jeffrey

By DEVON YANVARY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players (WCP) is cur-
rently performing Marc Camoletti’s
Boeing Boeing. Taking place in 1962
Paris, France, and coinciding with
the premier of the Boeing model air-
craft, which made air travel faster and
more convenient for everybody. Un-
less you happen to be Boeing Boeing’s
protagonist, Bernard.

Bernard is simultaneously engaged
to three women - a fact he is able to
manage because each woman is an
airline stewardess. As each airline
has different routes and forces the
women to be gone for days at a time,
Bernard is able to cheat freely and
with ease, so long as he sticks to his
trusty time tables. However, the
Boeing’s superior speed poses a threat
to his immoral, but ingenious, set up.

Bernard’s arrangement is further
complicated by the sudden arrival of
a long-lost friend visiting family in
Paris. Robert stops by for a visit, and
upon discovering Bernard’s scam, is
shocked but intrigued. He poses a
logical question: what were to hap-
pen if each woman were to be in the
same place at the same time? Though
Bernard claims this is impossible,
that is exactly what happens. Bernard
and Robert must then work feverishly
to keep the women apart, lest the
whole situation go down in flames.

Bernard is played by Ryan Correll,
a returning member of the WCP. Mr.
Correll, who took over the role when
Matt Lafargue could not perform,

portrayed the character with all the
cunning and charm the audience
would expect from a man with three
fiancées. Though a bit dislikable for
such deception and seeming disre-
gard for the feelings of others, Mr.
Correll is convincingly fond of each
woman, giving the character of Ber-
nard a more complex personality than
that of a blatant cheater.

Peter Twill plays the role of Rob-
ert, long-lost friend of Bernard’s.
Though Mr. Twill is presented as a
side character, it is clear he is the star
of the show, providing much of the
humor while still serving as both a
source of conflict and a tool in resolv-
ing it. His bewilderment is wonder-
fully entertaining and his memoriza-
tion of the dizzying plot is superb.

Elaine D’Addezio plays Gloria,
fiancée number one (she is first only
because we meet her first), the high
strung New Yorker. Ms. D’Addezio’s
character is unorthodox, vivacious
and a bit unfaithful herself. Indepen-
dent, but also easily fooled, the char-
acter of Gloria is a perfect blend of
humor and friction in the play; Ms.
D’Addezio was a joy to watch.

Debbie Miller Nelson plays
Gabriella, fiancée number two with
zest and conviction. Gabriella is an
Italian woman determined to get mar-
ried. Strong-willed and reactive, Ms.
Miller Nelson serves as the main
source of friction, as she is the most
trusting of and loyal to Bernard. She
is also the most unforgiving, and
Bernard’s favorite fiancée. The audi-
ence sat on edge for fear of her dis-
covery of deception.

Jeanette Ricci plays Gretchen,
Bernard’s third, German, fiancée. The
role of Gretchen was probably one of
the more challenging roles in the play
for the accent alone. The character of
Gretchen is an intense, emotional
woman who may have a strong sense
of loyalty, but tends to cave easily to
desire. In a surprising plot twist, Ms.
Ricci’s portrayal of Gretchen was
extremely entertaining and a true high-
light of the show.

Berthe, Bernard’s loyal maid, per-
haps the most loyal of all the women
in his life, is played by Linda Correll.
Fully aware of her boss’ scheming,
Berthe plays along, and feeds off the
banter provided by Robert. Together
they make up the primary source of
humor in the play. Ms. Correll is
lovable and delivers her lines with
perfect comedic timing and style.
Without Ms. Correll’s influence, this
play surely would have been empty.

Boeing Boeing continues on Satur-
day, March 18; Sunday, March 19;
Friday, March 24 and Saturday, March
25. Tickets are available at
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

HITTING ALL THE NOTES...The cast of Bye Bye Birdie performs at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.
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WICHELNS SCORED 350 PTS, BANGED 44 3-POINTERS; WILLIAMSON NETS 186 PTS, 21 THREES

Lady Cougars Finish Strong; Next Year Looks Promising
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two returning starters with the
need to fill the vacancies made it
a bumpy road for the Cranford
High School girls basketball team
throughout the first half of the
season but the Lady Cougars
began to get in sync towards the
end, winning six of their final 11
games, while being competitive
in some of the losses during that
span. With all starters returning,
the Cougars, who finished with a
10-15 record, should have a very
promising outlook for next year.

Junior Cam Wichelns proved to
be an asset in every aspect of the
game, especially scoring where
she led the team with 350 points
(14.6 points per game), which
included sinking 60 free throws.
Not only was she dangerous un-
derneath the basket but if oppo-
nents ever gave her enough room,
she would bang the threes and
led the team with 44 3-pointers.
She also led the team in re-
bounds and assists and added
several blocked shots and steals.

Sophomore Lauren Williamson,
who was very stubborn defen-

sively, also was quite a scoring
threat and she would also make
opponents pay dearly if they ever
gave her enough room from be-
yond the arc. Although Williamson
missed six straight games to-
wards the end of the season and
one earlier in the season, she
finished with 186 points (10.3
points per game), including 21 3-
pointers. Williamson was also
very quick with her hands and
averaged more than two steals
per game.

“Cam and Williamson were big
scorers for us this year. They
were both able to shoot from the
outside and attack the basket
when we needed to score. Their
quick hands created many steals

and fast break lay-ups for us,”
Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer
said.

Junior Lauren Santarelli came
on strong as the season pro-
gressed and was largely instru-
mental in the Cougars’ wild 47-
46 overtime win over Morris
Catholic on February 23 when
she sank a three at the end of
regulation then sank two of three
free throws after being fouled on
a 3-point attempt in overtime to
seal the victory. Santarelli fin-
ished with 143 points, including
35 3-pointers, and 22 assists.
She also pulled 57 rebounds.

Junior Caroline Kelly’s quickness
rewarded her with 65 rebounds
and 149 points. She also contrib-
uted 33 assists and 14 steals.
Junior Caroline McCaffery finished
with 78 points, 28 rebounds, 20

assists and 15 acts of thievery.
Senior Brianna Scotti came off

the bench and demonstrated her
defensive skills with 65 rebounds
and four blocked shots, while
contributing 50 points and eight
assists. Sophomore Olivia Speer
finished with 72 points, 23 re-
bounds, eight assists and six
steals. Junior Charlotte Van Why
sank 67 points and added 14
rebounds, 13 assists and a pair
of blocked shots.

The three most exciting games
came down the home stretch,
beginning with a 55-54 sting by
the Union Catholic Vikings on
Valentine’s Day. Next came the
Morris Catholic thriller on “Se-
nior Night” and finally with a
season-ending 58-53 overtime
loss to West Morris in the North

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tour-
nament.

Adding to the Cougars’ positive
attitude for next year, the JV

team beat Westfield for the Union
County Tournament title. It was
the second in a row for the Cou-
gars, who won three of the last

four UCT Titles.
“I am extremely optimistic

about next year. We were a young
team this year, who started off

slow, but started to come to-
gether towards the middle/end
of the season. We have a ton of
very talented returning players,

along with the girls who played
on JV. I’m definitely looking for-
ward to next season,” Coach Dyer
said.
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* Lady Blue Devils Exceeded Their Expectations; Finished 19-6 in Basketball *
more photos next page
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Officials, Lawmakers Meet
On Flood Project Timeline

CRANFORD — Cranford Mayor
Thomas Hannen, Jr. and Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor were
joined by former Mayor Dan
Aschenbach as they met with
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), Rep.
Donald Payne (D-10th) and Sena-
tor Robert Menendez (D-N.J.).
Staffs of Rep. Rodney
Frelinghuysen (R-11th) and
Senator Cory Booker (D) also
took time to discuss the project.

“Our legislators have been key
supporters to continue moving
the project forward and secure
funding for the study,” according
to a press release submitted by
the township.

The Tentatively Selected Plan
(TSP) increases the amount of
storm water retention at the Or-
ange Reservoir, secures the dam
either through repair or full re-
placement, and provides for ex-
panded channelization down-
stream, particularly in Cranford.
A public presentation was held
January 7 at Union County Col-
lege outlining the project, its
timeline and its local impact.
Public comments on the project
closed on February 7.

A key request of the Mayors
Council, which also included
elected officials from Springfield

and Millburn, is for Legislators to
continue efforts to expedite the
process through the Army Corps.
and ensure it has final approval
before the 2018 Water Resources
Development Act (WRDA) is
adopted.

During Tropical Storm Irene
over 400 homes in Cranford suf-
fered first floor damage and over
1,600 had basement flooding.
Numerous homes in Cranford that
suffered repetitive loss have been
elevated.

Mayor Hannen encourages
Cranford residents to participate
in the process by contacting their
legislators and making sure the
focus on the project stays in the
forefront stating, “Our represen-
tatives in Washington, D.C. have
been working tirelessly on this
project, but it is important for
residents to write letters and
continue to press for their help.
Everyone in our town was some-
how impacted by Irene and we
need to ensure our town is pro-
tected going forward.”

Commissioner O’Connor said
she agrees and feels residents’
stories are the most compelling
for Cranford’s representatives to
hear. “People’s lives were
changed forever. Families lost
not just belongings, but pieces of
their past. It’s this message we
need to make sure gets heard.
Take away the numbers and the
dates and what it’s really about is
people. The human impact can
not get lost in the process.”

Members of the group met with
representatives from the New
Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection on February
23 to make their case for expe-
diting the process within state
agencies. Efforts continued as
the Mayor’s Council met in the
Army Corps. New York regional
offices on March 2 to restate
their request for a consolidated
timeline.

Garden Club Plans
Fundraiser Event

CRANFORD — The Garden Club
of Cranford will hold a Brunch
and Bouquets fundraiser to ben-
efit the Frances Wismer Scholar-
ship on Sunday, March 26, from
noon to 3 p.m. It will take place
at Pairings palate + plate, lo-
cated at 10 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford.

A limited number of tickets are
available, at $55, to be purchased
prior to the event. For tickets and
further information, call Julie
Murphy at (908) 415-6781.

JLEP Event to Help Women
Prepare For Employment

CRANFORD — The Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
(JLEP) Career Closet and the Al-
liance of Career Development
Nonprofits (ACDN) will host a
celebratory event in honor of
Women’s History Month from
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 22, at the
Jumble Store, located at 110
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

The ACDN, Career Closet and
11 other ACDN member organi-
zations are kicking off Smart &
Sexy Day events in March
throughout the United States
aimed at helping women prepare
as much as possible for employ-
ment. Launched in 2012 by
ACDN, these events are spon-
sored by Smart & Sexy, a pri-
vately-held lingerie company.

ACDN member organizations
will provide a day of workforce
training, professional image
classes and individual support
for women with the goal of en-
abling them to take action, se-
cure employment and enhance
the quality of their lives.

Women who attend the events
at a participating ACDN location
will receive job-seeking skills
training from leading local indus-
try professionals and dedicated
volunteers. Attendees also will
be taught how to shop and build
a professional wardrobe on a bud-
get.

To register for the event at the
JLEP location, either e-mail
careercloset@jlepnj.org or call
and leave a message at (908)
709-1177.

Paul Lachenaurer for The Westfield Leader
ENJOYING THE DAY OFF...The Vandergroef family take advantage of
Tuesday’s winter storm to get in some sledding at Unami Park.

Seeing Eye Pup Due
At Garwood Library
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Public Library invites families to
visit on Wednesday, March 22, at
3:15 p.m., to meet “Otter,” a
Labrador Retriever who is train-
ing to become a Seeing Eye dog.

Children and their parents will
learn how “Otter” and other dogs
like him learn to assist people
with visual impairments.

The library will have a donation
jar available; monies raised by
this presentation will go to the
Pennies for Pups program at the
Seeing Eye of Morristown. Con-
tributions will help “Usher,” a
male German shepherd puppy
who is just starting his training
as a Seeing Eye dog.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. Reg-
istration is required for this pro-
gram. For more information, call
the library at (908) 789-1670 or
visit youseemore.com/Garwood.

Junior Women Offer
Breakfast With Bunny
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Junior Woman’s Club will present
Breakfast with the Bunny on Sat-
urday, April 1. Two seating times
are available, at 9:30 and 11
a.m. It will take place at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue.

There will be bagels, muffins
and doughnuts for everyone. Chil-
dren will color Easter pictures,
make a simple craft and get their
picture taken with the Easter
Bunny. Families are asked to
bring their own camera. Seating
is limited so early ticket pur-
chase is recommended.

Tickets are available for $7
online at cranfordjwc.com or for
$6 at the Cranford Public Library,
224 Walnut Avenue, and Peri-
winkles Fine Gifts, 17 North Union
Avenue, Cranford.

This event is sponsored by the
Cranford Junior Woman’s Club as
a fundraiser for its Scholarship
Fund and General Philanthropic.
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Loyola University Maryland
Tells Fall 2016 Dean’s List

BALTIMORE, MD. – Loyola Uni-
versity of Maryland has an-
nounced the members of its fall
2016 Dean's List. In order to
qualify for the Dean's List at
Loyola, a student must achieve a
minimum QPA of at least 3.500
for the term, provided that, in
the term they have successfully
completed courses totaling a
minimum of 15 credits.

Dean’s List honorees are as

follows: Lauren Anzevino, class
of 2017 from Westfield;
Cassandra Clark, class of 2017
from Westfield; Nicholas
Constantine, class of 2017 from
Westfield; Isabella DePalma,
class of 2020 from Westfield;
Jake Heroux, class of 2017 from
Westfield; Jessica Mattera, class
of 2017 from Mountainside;
Megan McCusker, class of 2017
from Westfield; Margaret McKay,
class of 2018 from Cranford;
Andrew Ramirez, class of 2019
from Cranford; Elena Scarano,
class of 2018 from Westfield;
Tyler Schiavo, class of 2017 from
Westfield; Catherine Serzan,
class of 2017 from Westfield;
Andrew Ukrainskyj, class of 2019
from Westfield; Kathleen
Colonna, class of 2017 from
Fanwood; Liam Guarnuccio, class
of 2020 from Scotch Plains;
Connor McSherry, class of 2020
from Scotch Plains; Kassandra
Mendez, class of 2019 from
Scotch Plains; Erin O'Connor,
class of 2020 from Scotch Plains;
and Elise Ringel, class of 2017
from Scotch Plains.

Trails Master Plan Is Fair And
Benefits All Union County Residents
I attended the open mic forum

relate to the Watchung Reserva-
tion Master Plan [March 7] at the
Trailside Center with about 300
other people.

Megan Stanley, PP, AICP of Con-
sulting & Municipal Engineers or
CME Associates, who drafted the
master plan, was in attendance
and presented a number of facts
prior to the open mic session of
the evening. Ms. Stanley in-
formed the attendees that the
environmental impact of the trails
including wildlife, wetlands, and
trees were studied prior to the
drafting of the final plan. Yet,
many in attendance chose to ig-
nore the facts as she stated them
and continued to make up their
own to bolster their opinion.

For example, Charles Weltner
of Plainfield has been quoted on
various media outlets. He falsely
claims that “the engineering firm
only interviewed mountain bik-
ers for their input. They did not
interview adjacent land owners,
hikers, trail stewards, nature stu-
dents, environmentalists or
birders.” There were, in fact, quite
a few opponents that routinely
attended the Freeholder meet-
ings and very clearly and quite
often voiced the same reasons
presented last evening for their
opposition. Those same points
were the very reason that the
original shared trail plan was
amended to this latest proposal.
He also questions the wildlife
and environmental impact of the
trails and used a billboard prop
for a visual component to his
presentation. Ms. Stanley had
already spoken to this, but Mr.
Weltner chose to disregard her
professional statements in order
to further a pre-planned agenda.

This happened for most of the
evening. Many opponents cited the

lack of communication even though
this was a very open and visible
process from the beginning. Free-
holder minutes are posted on-line
and are available to everyone. The
Master Plan has been published,
amended and republished for some
time now. In fact, on January 3rd,
2016 Freeholder Chairman Bergen,
gave a speech in which he states;
“Residents have also asked for new
bike paths. I am pleased to an-
nounce we will be working to cre-
ate unique paths for cyclists, hik-
ers, and horse riders in the
Watchung Reservation. This plan
will be unveiled soon.”

Other presenters continued with
false facts throughout the evening.
One such presenter argumentatively
insisted that trees will be cut down
even though Ms. Stanley confirmed
multiple times to the contrary. Many
presenters insisted that wildlife and
wetlands would suffer, even though
Ms. Stanley said that wildlife and
wetlands were taken into consider-
ation and studies reviewed before
this amended Master Plan was pro-
posed.

Other presenters continued to
cite opinions about trail degra-
dation, noise, safety, mainte-
nance, cost and others without
any substantiated evidence to
validate those opinions.

It was clear that the prefabri-
cated agenda to oppose any bike
pathways in Watchung Reserva-
tion is not amenable to the facts
as they are presented by profes-
sional engineers and city officials.
The facts are conveniently disre-
garded to suit one particular
agenda. It was embarrassing to
watch our city officials and con-
sultants lambasted and disre-
spected in a verbal cacophony of
hysterical claims. After decades
of being bullied by one user group
who consistently reference the
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same argument, don’t you think
the politicians and planners have
done their homework before pre-
senting such a plan? Isn’t it in-
sulting to purport that a profes-
sionally trained environmental
engineer working for one of the
top engineering firms in the area
hasn’t considered these points?

It’s time to work together for
what is in the best interest of our
community as a whole and that
begins by identifying each other as
we are. We are not happy bird-
watching hikers vs. Red Bull guz-
zling adrenaline junkies. We are all
stakeholders who care for and en-
joy access to the outdoors. We
value the environment and want
our children and grandchildren to
enjoy outdoor play. Through work-
ing together over the past year,
listening to the input of opponents
and proponents, the plan has
moved from shared trail access to
a separate trail system for children
and families to ride their bicycles
off-road. This plan is a fair plan that
benefits all residents in Union
County, but especially our young
children and future generations.

Thomas Dunn
Cranford

Seniors to Get Tips
On Fall Prevention

CRANFORD — Physical thera-
pist Barbara Reuven of AmeriCare
Physical Therapy will provide tips
to senior citizens during a pro-
gram on Thursday, March 23, on
how to avoid falls and how to
improve balance and stability.

This program will take place at
1 p.m. at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue. Ms. Reuven has ex-
tensive training in Functional
Movement Screening and the
McKenzie Method. Free and open
to all, the program is being spon-
sored by the Cranford Public Li-
brary.

Union County College to
Host Escape Rm. Events
CRANFORD – During March,

Union County College (UCC) will
be hosting multiple Escape Room
events to provide a fun night out
for family and friends and a chance
to solve puzzles together and to
“unlock” the room and escape. All
funds raised during these events
will be used toward scholarships
for UCC students.

The events will all be held in
Rooms H108 and H110, in the
Humanities Building, at the
college’s Cranford campus, lo-
cated at 1033 Springfield Av-
enue. Each team can have up to
six people, but a team of six is
not required to participate. Team
Phi Theta Kappa will host The
Unlockable Adventure on Friday
and Saturday, March 17 and 18,
from 7 to 10 p.m. and on Sun-
day, March 19 from 2 to 6 p.m.
Team American Honors will host
Mystery Madness on Friday and
Saturday, March 24 and 25, from
7 to 10 p.m., and on Sunday,
March 26 from 2 to 6 p.m. Team
Criminal Justice will host Crime
and Punishment on Friday, March
31 and Saturday, April 1 from 7
to 10 p.m. and on Sunday, April
2 from 2 to 6 p.m. Admission to
participate is $5 with student ID,
for seniors and veterans, and
$10 for adults. All tickets can be
purchased at the door.

Knights Conducting
Easter Food Drive

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus currently
are holding their annual Easter
Food Drive.

Canned and dry food goods, tur-
keys and hams can be dropped off
from 4 to 6 p.m. weekdays at the
rear entrance to the Knights’ coun-
cil hall. The hall is located at 37
South Avenue, Garwood, oppo-
site the Food Emporium (turn at
Marty Shoes.) Parking is available
behind the council hall off Willow
Avenue. Visitors are advised to
use the side-door entrance.

Monetary donations should be
made payable to “The Garwood
Knights of Columbus Easter Food
Drive,” attention Keith M.
Gallagher. For more information,
call (908) 789-9809 or Keith at
(908) 789-0931.
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