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Freeholders Hear Comments
On Mountain Biking Trails

Sheriff, Prosecutor, Clerk
Present Budget Requests

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders Board heard from both
proponents and opponents, last Thurs-
day, of a proposed plan to construct 13-
and-a-half miles of new trails in the
2,000-acre Watchung Reservation spe-
cifically for mountain bikers. Some
other existing trails are to be shared
with hikers and equestrians.

Mountain biking was permitted in
the reservation up until the mid-1990s,
but was discontinued due to safety con-
cerns.

The meeting was civil most of the
evening, but got heated early on and
late in the evening, with one opponent
of the trails escorted out by sheriff’s

officers and another woman warning
the board as she exited near the end that
she would return with an attorney next
time. Some shouted from the audience
that the freeholders were lying when it
was said that no trees would be re-
moved to construct the trails or that
construction had just begun on the trails.

Opponents say the trails are too close
to their homes, that the bikers will dis-
rupt and damage the ecological nature
of the reservation, and that they would
also create unsafe conditions for other
reservation users.

“This trail and the bikers that come
from this will be right in our back-
yards,” said Andrew Stevenson of Sum-
mit. He added that a reservation access
point is right in front of his home and

that the increase of persons entering the
reservation is an invasion of his pri-
vacy. He also said the new mountain
biker trails would decrease property
values of homes in the area.

Marybeth Garry of Springfield com-
mented that, “The reservation is under
attack,” noting that the reservation is
not being maintained.

Plainfield resident Charles Weltner
said many county residents felt
“blindsided” by the county’s plan for
the new trails.

A number of speakers noted the poor
condition of some of the existing 40
miles of trails. Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, admitting the trails could be
in better shape, thanked county parks
maintenance staff and volunteer trail
stewards for their help in maintaining
the trails.

Jamie Meiselman of Westfield, rep-
resenting Jersey Off Road Bicycling
Association (JORBA), noted that
JORBA assists in maintaining moun-
tain biking trails throughout the state
including state parks, state forests, wild-
life preserves and other county parks.
In responding to statements from oppo-
nents, he said information has been
available online since the trails master
plan was adopted in February 2016.
“And as a result the plan has evolved,”
Mr. Meiselman said, noting the pro-
posed plan was “based on feedback
from all stakeholders. It’s not being in a
vacuum.”

Joe Weiss of Westfield, also a mem-
ber of JORBA, said there is “misinfor-
mation” being circulated about the trails
project. He urged the freeholders to
rely on “real facts when making your
decision.”

Thomas Dunn of Cranford said the
trails provide a means of exercise for
kids in an age of increased childhood
obesity and youths with behavioral prob-
lems.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholder Board’s Fiscal Affairs
Committee continued its department
budget hearings on the 2017 county
spending plan last Thursday night.

County Manager Al Faella last
month presented the board with a
$503-million executive budget, of
which $355 million would be raised
through property taxes.

Last week the sheriff’s department,
county clerk, county surrogate and
prosecutor’s office presented their
spending plans to the committee.

County Sheriff Joe Cryan presented
a $19.8-million budget, a $1.9-mil-
lion increase over 2016. His budget
includes a request for four new posi-
tions at a cost of $160,755. Another
six promotions, of mostly clerical staff
at $7,682, also is proposed.

He said the new positions are re-
lated directly to security for the Eliza-
beth “One Stop” career center. He
also is requesting funding for a higher
education scholars pilot program to
increase retention of sheriff’s offic-
ers which is now at 76 percent. He
said the goal of the pilot would be to
increase that number to 81 percent.

“When we lose an officer that gradu-
ates from the (police) academy the
day after, we lose $23,657 in invest-
ment,” he said.

Of the total sheriff’s budget, $18.7
million is for salaries with another
$688,833 in overtime and $450,000
in other expenses.

In 2016, Sheriff Cryan said his de-
partment conducted active shooter
training for 700 civilians and 200
police officers. Also, sheriff’s offic-
ers, who patrol the county courthouse,
seized 43 weapons last year at the
courthouse. He said the weapons were
small enough to be concealed in an

envelope.
He said all staff at the courthouse,

including the judiciary, has taken the
active shooter drills.

The sheriff also noted, “we con-
tinue to move tens of thousands of
prisoners each year without incident.”

In terms of the new bail reform law
in New Jersey, he said the implemen-
tation has gone “from a sheriff’s stand-
point, very well.” He noted the de-
partment is much more diversified,
with “folks of color” up from 5 per-
cent to now 13 percent of sheriff’s
officers “in just two years.” Also, 28
percent of sheriff’s officers are His-
panic and 22 percent are women,
double the national law enforcement
average.

He noted that the department
brought in over $3 million in revenue
from its business office, up $1 million
over 2016. Most of that revenue was
the result of foreclosures.

The budget request for the
Prosecutor’s Office is $23.5 million,
which is about  $1.1 million over last
year’s adopted budget.

Acting Prosecutor Grace Park noted
her office’s efforts of using $750,000
in forfeiture money to purchase body
cameras for police officers. She said
there currently are 760 officers with
cameras throughout the county. She
said there has been increased demand
for Open Public Record Requests
(OPRA) for camera footage. She said
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING THEIR WAY...Route 22 was passable in Scotch Plains following Tuesday’s Winter storm. The predicted blizzard
fell short of the foot of snow predicted, but left the area crippled by an ice and snow mix. Businesses including McDonald’s
and the Scotchwood Diner were forced to remain shut.
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County Briefs Planning Bd.
On Fuel Tank Replacement

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Represen-
tatives from Union County briefed
the planning board on Monday about
plans to replace two underground stor-
age tanks at the county’s public works
facility on South Avenue.

Stephen Merman, assistant county
counsel, and supervising engineer
Paul Leso spoke about the project at
the board’s regular meeting, with Mr.
Leso saying the replacement of the
15,000-gallon tanks was necessitated

when one of the double-walled un-
derground fuel tanks recently experi-
enced a leak in its outer wall. In a
response to a query from Mayor
Alexander Smith, Mr. Leso said no
fuel was spilled into the soil. Instead,
some ground water had leaked into
the space between the inner and outer
walls of the tank, setting off the
system’s leak-detection device.

The two tanks, which are at least 15
years old, hold gasoline and diesel
fuel that is used by county vehicles
and will be replaced with identical
tanks, Mr. Leso said. A 20-foot by 30-
foot canopy over a new dispensing

station will be replaced as well with a
slightly larger one measuring 42 feet
by 42 feet. New lighting under the
canopy will be aimed downward and
will not spill over to any nearby resi-
dential properties. Mr. Leso estimated
the project to take one or two months
at most, and expected it to begin next
month.

Board member Mike Weber ex-
pressed some concerns about addi-
tional leaking as the old tanks are
removed, but Mr. Leso said that state
environmental protection agencies
will oversee the project to ensure that
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Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
KICKING UP HER HEELS...This dancer gets airborne during the Fanwood Irish
Festival held this past weekend under a heated tent at the Fanwood train station.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
IRISH FOR A DAY...Emma, 4, of Fanwood, gets her face painted during the
Fanwood Irish Festival on Saturday.

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A FANWOOD IRISH TRADITION...The annual two-day Fanwood Irish Festi-
val held this past weekend under the tent at the Fanwood train station drew
another large crowd. Attendees enjoyed Irish food, music and dancing.

Westfield Rec. Dept. Moves
Forward On Improvements

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Recreation Com-
mission members covered a large
number of proposed and ongoing
projects at their Monday night meet-
ing.

Recreation Direction Bruce
Kaufmann, advised that due to the
recent snow storm the deadline for
the submission of bids for the updates
to the bathroom facilities at Memo-
rial Field and the renovation of the
log cabin at Tamaques Park have been
extended a week. The new due date is
Wednesday, March 22.

Mr. Kaufmann also provided the
attendees with a preliminary operat-
ing budget for the Memorial Pool
facility and the various programs of-
fered by the Recreation Department
including the Summer playground
Camp. According to Mr.  Kaufmann,
pool registration is “on track” and the
pool will open Saturday, June 3 at 10
a.m. The department is in the process
of hiring lifeguards and will be offer-
ing lifeguard certification training.
The positions offer competitive sala-

ries and flexible work hours and are
open to anyone over the age of 15.

Chris Langhart, Westfield Board
of Education liaison to the recreation
commission, advised that temporary
lights have been delivered to Kehler
Field and provided a brief update on
the initiative to install updated por-
table automated external de
defibrillators (AEDs) at the
community’s fields. He explained that
the school board will likely support
the proposal and  noted that many of
the new model AEDs come with voice
prompts to walk users through  the
steps necessary in life-saving defibril-
lation and CPR.

All of the Commission members
urged the public to support the annual
Fun Run, which  will be held at
Tamaques Park on Sunday, May 21.
The race features a fast, flat course
with water stations. Official scoring
is done by computer with results
posted on race day  and on the web
with awards given to overall winners
as well as age group winners. Pro-
ceeds of the race are used to support
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day!


