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As Energized Now In Garwood
As When First Sworn In

More Letters to the Editor

It is with much pride that I have been
able to serve the great community of
Garwood as a representative on the
Borough Council. As I humbly ask for
your support again this year, I am happy
to say that I am as energized now as when
I was first sworn in. I am proud of my
record of accomplishments, such as saving
taxpayers over half a million dollars by
reducing spending while serving on our
Finance Committee as well as advocating
for independent professionals to help the
Council negotiate a better deal with the
potential developer of the Casale/Petro
site on South Avenue, to name a few.

Accomplishments are made not simply
through proposing ideas or attending
meetings; they come from dedication and
having the will and the discipline to put in
the hours at home – putting in the time
when the cameras are off and the meetings
have adjourned. I take my job as a
councilperson very seriously, and I am
not comfortable representing our borough
in a vote or taking sides on an issue until
I’m satisfied that I have exhausted all the
information at my disposal.

In a typical week, I come home from
teaching middle schoolers and
immediately begin grading student papers.
No sooner than I’ve packed up the work
bag, I’m off to spend hours reading
volumes of documents and messages that
hit my mailbox and inbox that day,
researching the issues, drafting reports,
and hitting the phones to speak with
residents, staff, and other professionals.
This is the hard work that is needed to
responsibly represent the best interests of
our great borough and take a position on
an issue to ultimately cast a vote at a
Council meeting.

It’s an honor to have Russ Graham as
my running mate as he is a man of character
who has demonstrated his commitment to
service throughout his life. He serves
with selflessness as displayed by his four
years on the Board of Education in support
of the Garwood children, despite not
having any of his own. In addition to

serving our town, Russ served our nation
in combat during the Vietnam War. He is
no stranger to hard work as illustrated by
his success in owning and operating a
successful small business and his
leadership in representing the HVAC
industry as a New Jersey Chapter
president. He brings a common-sense
approach to government, and I am
confident he will once again serve with
distinction.

As a councilperson or a candidate you
may not agree with Russ or I on every issue,
but I hope to earn your vote once again by
giving you confidence that we are the
candidates that roll up our sleeves, and do
the hard work even when no one is looking
– Garwood deserves no less. Garwood
deserves this commitment to service.

Sara Todisco
Council President, Garwood

Another resident, James
Nalepa, asked if the township
has left itself in a position to be
slapped with another builder’s
remedy lawsuit.

State Superior Court Judge Lisa
Chrystal had set in the final judg-
ment of repose for the builder’s
remedy lawsuit won by Cranford
Development Associates (CDA)
that Cranford supply 45 afford-
able-housing units by December
31, 2018, Mayor Hannen told
The Leader and The Times.

Judge Chrystal, in March 2009,
had cited the township’s fair share
housing plan as seriously defi-
cient, and “Cranford still has an
unmet housing obligation of 410
housing units.”

In reading the final judgment
of compliance, dated May 22,
2013, for the lawsuit brought on
by CDA, Judge Chrystal declared
the township has an obligation to
provide an indigenous need of 55
units, a prior round of 138 units,
plus a portion of the third-round
need of five units.

The Leader and The Times has
attempted to reach out to the
township’s affordable-housing
attorney to clarify and validate
the township’s current unmet
need of affordable housing, but
received no response.

After the township purchased
215-235 Birchwood Avenue
property from CDA, a subsidiary
of S. Hekemian Group, the town-

ship put out a request for pro-
posals (RFP) this year that sets
aside 15 percent as affordable-
housing units. The RFP states
proposals can be for up to 225
units; so if built to 225 with 15
percent allocated for affordable
housing, then that would bring
the township to meeting 33.75
affordable units. The township
is to receive bids Monday, June
19. The remaining affordable
units could potentially be filled
elsewhere in the township be-
fore the year 2018 deadline,
Mayor Hannen told The Leader
and The Times.

The township last endorsed a
Housing Element and Fair Share
Plan in December of 2008, and is
required by state law to endorse
a plan within every 10 years. To
date, the planning board has yet
to begin the process of drafting a
new Housing Element and Fair
Share Plan to recommend to the
township committee.

In other business, the board
voted, 6-1-1, to go out for bids
for a planner to draft a new mas-
ter plan, since the current plan
will expire in 2019. Mr.
Aschenbach voted against, and
Mr. Hannen abstained.

The board had gone into ex-
ecutive session to discuss hiring
an engineer for the master plan,
but did not vote to go out to bid
once the board came back to
open session.

ates the rules in regards to the
voting process and makes cer-
tain the district adheres to these
rules.

Mr. Carfagno made clear that it
is illegal to lock the front door
during the voting process and
told the board it is not permitted
to ask voters to offer identifica-
tion of any sort.

Superintendent Birnbaum told the

board she had “several communi-
cations” in regards to the security
matter surrounding the Primary
and was aware that this was an
issue of concern for parents.

One suggestion the superin-
tendent made was to secure a
bathroom that is exclusively for
the workers involved in the vot-
ing process, “so they don’t go
through the whole building.” She

also suggested local churches
could be looked into as an alter-
nate location for voting.

In other business, the board
authorized the acceptance of
grant funds from the Cranford
Fund for Educational Excellence
for 2017-2018 for an amount
totaling $22,920.

The Cranford BOE held a spe-
cial ceremony to honor retiring
faculty members and Cranford
High School students for their
achievements.

Retirees Frank Barto, Lynn
Berry, Jennifer Casey, Fiona
Clark, Joan Crincoli, Margaret
Everhart, Jo Ann Jackson, Louis
Loprete, Ann McGovern, Eugene
Melleno, Angelo Paternoster,
Patricia Pavlak, Maureen Rapach,
Beth Rudofsky, Mary Slocum,
Dale Weber and Joan Weeks were
commended by the board and
Superintendent Birnbaum for
their years of service in the Cran-
ford school district.

The Cranford BOE deemed
these faculty members “valued
employees” and extended praise
and gratitude for their “dedi-
cated service and contributions
toward the enrichment of the
lives of all those they have edu-
cated and served during their
tenure,” as stated in the resolu-
tion passed by the BOE.
The board also congratulated
Hunter Brogan and Kelly
McMahon on the completion of
their shared term as student
liaison to the BOE for the 2016-
2017 school year.
Cranford High School Principal
Mark Cantagallo, along with the
board and Superintendent
Birnbaum, acknowledged more
than 290 Cranford High School
students who participated in a
Board of Education-sponsored
activity or event and achieved
an award or honor at the county,
state or national level.
The next board of education
meeting is scheduled for Mon-
day, June 26.

Hartz Mtn. Application Moved

Security Issues Focus of Cranford BOE Meeting

 Hoffer Earns Place on
College's Dean's List
KEENE, N.H. – Ashley Hoffer of

Cranford was recently named to
the spring 2017 dean's list at Keene
State College. To qualify for the
dean's list, Keene State under-
graduates must be enrolled in a
degree program and must have
completed a minimum of 12 graded
credits in the semester. Students
must achieve a 3.5 or higher grade
point average on a 4.0 scale to
earn dean's list honors.

Caruso Earns Degree
From Wilkes Univ.

WILKES-BARRE, Penn. – Wilkes
University awarded 782 bachelor's,
master's and doctoral degrees at
its 70th spring commencement
ceremonies on May 20.

Jacqueline Caruso of Garwood
received a Master of Science in
Nursing in Nursing.


