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Security Issues Focus of
Cranford BOE Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford Board
of Education members, along with
Superintendent of Schools
Marilyn Birnbaum, spoke about
security issues in the Cranford
schools, and responded specifi-
cally to one resident’s concerns,
at Monday night’s board of edu-
cation meeting.

Resident and parent Heather
Tuttle stood before the board to
speak about security issues when
the schools are opened to the
public for elections.

Ms. Tuttle told the board that
when she realized her child’s
school would be open to the pub-
lic during the Primary Election
held on June 6, she had “a bit of
a panic attack,” and made the
decision to take her child out of
school.

“Ultimately, it’s our children’s
security,” Ms. Tuttle told the
board, and pointed out that some
of the middle-school children re-
ported being in the bathroom
with the general public.

Ms. Tuttle further commented
that she viewed these schools
open during election as “un-se-
cure” in most cases, noting that
the people who are posted at the
doors during an election “pro-
vide no safety.”

Ms. Tuttle asked the board to
consider other options, like giv-
ing the students the day off when
there is an election and asked
the board for “feedback” about
the issue and a response as the
matter is worked through.

Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Robert Carfagno
told board members the Union
County Board of Elections cre-
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CAPTIVE AUDIENCE...A captive audience watches the Cranford school
district’s employee retirement recognition ceremony Monday night.

planning board review, an ordi-
nance allowing all corner proper-
ties to install six-foot closed
fences. In accordance with bor-
ough statutes, land ordinances
are sent to the planning board
for review. The planning board
has 35 days to provide comment
and a suggestion for council. The
commentary can, but does not
have to be followed.

“The planning board is respon-
sible for developing and analyz-
ing our land use ordinances. Per-
haps, this is one they can revisit
and explain further why the ordi-
nance is not favored by them,”
Mayor Lombardo said.

“Usually commentary on a
pending ordinance sent by our
planning board to council,
whether positive or negative, is
detailed on why the board is in
favor or not. In this case, the
planning board in its official cor-

respondence stated they do not
support six-foot closed fences on
corner lots. (This is the) first
time in a long time or ever an
ordinance was not supported by
the planning board without a de-
scription why the ordinance is
problematic. Which is okay; how-
ever, in this case, the mayor and
council are asking for further
details as to why the planning
board finds the ordinance prob-
lematic,” Borough Administrator/
Clerk Christina M. Ariemma said.

“I support personal property
rights. Why should corner lots be
subject to less privacy than a
middle lot or any other property?
I believe if a property abides by
official setbacks or the property
is on the homeowner’s property,
the homeowner is entitled to as
much privacy as they choose,”
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
said.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The application
by Hartz Mountain Industries, Inc.
to rezone 750 Walnut Avenue
from commercial to residential
was adjourned to Wednesday,
July 19, by the planning board
Wednesday at its workshop ses-
sion due to the likelihood that
there would not be a quorum of
the board on Wednesday, July 5,
the date the applicant requested.

The applicant is proposing to
build five apartment buildings
that would in total house 905
apartments, as well as two swim-
ming pools and two clubhouses,
on the 30.5-acre parcel of land
adjacent to the Hyatt Hills Golf
Complex. Hartz Mountain Indus-
tries also is requesting the parcel
be made an area in need of rede-
velopment.

Later in the meeting, board
member Dan Aschenbach, after
reading the land development law,
asked why the board cannot hold
the hearing in September, stat-
ing the law says the board can
hear the applicant within 90 days
of the application being complete.

“We need to be prepared… We
are recommending the rezoning.
It shouldn’t be them pushing it
toward us,” Mr. Aschenbach said.

Some members of the public
also asked to hold the meeting
after the summer.

“Treating applicants differently
than other applicants is a very
dangerous thing to do,” Zoning
Officer Ron Johnson later said of
the board holding off an applica-
tion hearing when there are no
applications on agendas for ear-
lier official meeting dates.

Residents also asked questions
about the application, which the
board said it could not discuss
without the applicant being present.

Two concerns of the public
should this proposal be devel-
oped is the influx of children into
already crowded township
schools, and the impact of traffic,
resident Christine Esposito of
Behnert Place, where a traffic light

is proposed by Hartz Mountain,
told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “They would have to build
another school,” she said. Ve-
hicles are already backed up at
the traffic signal on Raritan Road
and Walnut since the shopping
center was built in Clark, she said.

Part of the residential compo-
nent would supply 139 afford-
able units, or 15 percent of the
total 905 units, per the fair share
housing law.

Resident Lauren Latorre asked,
“Has the Township of Cranford
met its affordable-housing obli-
gation?”

“Yes,” responded Mayor Tho-
mas H. Hannen, Jr., who also sits
on the planning board.
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