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that said that we were in compli-
ance,” Superintendent Quigley
stated, which drew applause from
the audience. But then she added,
“But today we received another
letter that said that we were not
compliant.”

The area that the district is not
compliant in is the instruction
and programs section, where it
received a 78 percent instead of
the passing 80 percent. The su-
perintendent said further ques-
tions will be asked of QSAC to see
the final score for the district.

The board voted unanimously
for the 14 items of the Finance
Committee agenda with the ex-
clusion of Linda Koenig, who was
not present for this part of the
meeting. The items included
motions to approve a budget
transfer from last month, the
payment of $998,566 for May’s
bills and more to maintain enough
money for the next school year.

There was another unanimous
vote for two items of the Building
and Grounds Committee’s
agenda, which included use of
the Garwood school buses and

drivers by the Garwood Recre-
ation Department and paying
$600 for five summer field trips.

The board had 21 items on its
agenda that it was looking to
approve, and after executive ses-
sion added another item. Per the
board’s annual reorganization,
these items included sharing the
business administrator contract
between the Mountainside Board
of Education and the Garwood
board; rehiring Mr. Gonzalez;
having The Westfield Leader as
the designated official newspa-
per of the Garwood Board of Edu-
cation, and the submission of a
waiver application to the New
Jersey Department of Education
to permit substitutes credentialing
before the notification of criminal
history is received. All of these
items were approved unanimously
with the exception of the rehiring
of Mr. Gonzalez and the addi-
tional item, which involved hiring
a secretary.

The next Garwood Board of Edu-
cation meeting will be held at
Lincoln School on Tuesday, Au-
gust 15.Birchwood Site to Have Deed

Garwood Votes to Retain Teacher

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
KEEPING STRIDE...Strides 4 Strength, a walk to end domestic violence, was
held Saturday morning in Nomahegan Park in Cranford.  The event was
sponsored by the YWCA of Eastern Union County.

Orchard Brook project, as well as
the Phase 2B project — a project
she said the DEP would prefer to
meet about first.

The township thus far has not
applied for any grant funding for
work on Orchard Brook. “We may
do it with capital funding instead
of the EIT (New Jersey Environ-
mental Infrastructure Trust)
funding,” Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. said.

As part of the Downtown Man-
agement Corporation’s strategic
plan, the committee agreed to
place a parklet across from
Eastman Plaza in front of Hilltop
Bicycles at a parking space there.
A parklet is a temporary, cov-
ered area for people to sit and
congregate.

Commissioner Ann Dooley an-

nounced a list of roads to be
paved this year. Details are avail-
able on the township website.

Girl Scout Silver and Gold Award
announcements were made.
Mary Grace MacNamara received
the Gold Award for her work at
Morristown Children’s Hospital,
where she created a support
group for diabetic youth.

Mikayele Grohol, Isabelle Hunt,
Julia Butka and Madison
Weischadle received their Silver
awards.

Cranford First Aid Squad and
Emergency Medical Services per-
sonnel were honored. Members
recognized included Cadet Abe
Pritzker, Kent Lucas, Cristian
Sevilla, Sue Lucas, Miranda
Whelan, President Kailyn Grant,
Luis Lopez and Andrea Crespo.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Tuesday’s
council meeting, Mayor Charles
Lombardo affirmed through
council liaisons his attendance at
future planning board meetings,
and sub-committee coordination.
The planning board will have a
role or input in the Russo Rede-
velopment Phase II Plan for the
Casale and Petro properties on
South Avenue. Mayor Lombardo’s
affirmation was in response to
planning board member Gene
Jannotti reading an official cor-
respondence on behalf of the
planning board to the borough
council.

The written correspondence
voiced concerns on transparency,
ethics and costs regarding the
council’s decisions to contract
Phillips, Preiss, Grygiel LLC as
the Russo Redevelopment Plan-

ner for Phase II. The borough
council voted on a redevelop-
ment planning firm or consultant
in an executive session, not fac-
toring planning board member
votes or input in the decision
process.

Planning Board members asked
what the board’s role would be in
deciding planners for future re-
development projects. “The
board believes that the planning
board’s role in the future devel-
opment sites will be substan-
tially altered due to the passage
of this resolution,” said planning
board member William Nierstedt.

“Garwood Planning Board’s role
has always been to regulate de-
velopment and to promote good
planning practices and to pro-
vide for the appropriate design,
location and nature of the uses or
development of all lands in this
borough. In addition to recom-
mending, in open public meet-

ings, the hiring of outside con-
sultants and planners to Mayor
and council,” Mr. Jannotti read.

“Who will put Garwood’s inter-
ests first? Garwood has a bor-
ough planner, whom the taxpay-
ers are already paying? Why was
the resolution discussed in closed
executive sessions? Is there a
relationship with the newly hired
redevelopment consulting firm
and Mr. Northgrave, your desig-
nated redevelopment counsel?”
Mr. Jannotti questioned.

“My ethics and commitment to
the townships and boroughs I
represent should not be in ques-
tion. The cost for the planner will
be paid by Russo Development
and not cost the taxpayer extra
money. The planner was chosen
in executive sessions because
qualitative and quantitative fac-
tors were weighed by council.
Over four different planning firms
were considered,” said borough-
hired attorney William
Northgrave of the law firm of
Mcmanimon, Scotland, and
Baumann.

“While the costs may be paid
upfront now by Russo; for our
borough’s planner and extra le-
gal representation, the costs will
be factored into their final rev-
enue and negotiated develop-
ment model. Additional costs for
developers can equate to addi-
tional building on site,” Mr. Will-
iam Nierstedt said.

“At (the) last meeting, when
we disclosed the new planning
firm to the public, perhaps I could
have given more reason to why I
voted for the firm. I did so for
qualitative reasons and because
they stood out as the best firm
out of four. Based on the deal
they provided,” Council Presi-
dent Sara Todisco said.

The council unanimously de-
cided to “table,” or send back for

Garwood Planning Board Statement
Questions Redevelopment Role
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