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Birchwood Site to Have Deed
Notice; Orchard Brook Stalled

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township’s
current notice of reselling 215-
235 Birchwood Avenue now will
come with a deed notice attached
to it, according to a resolution
passed Tuesday by the commit-
tee.

The resolution also says Excel
Environmental Resources Inc. is
to provide soil remediation to the
soil contamination on site that is
above the applicable standards
of the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP),
once it has the DEP soil
remediation action permit.

Also, the township approved,
by a 4-to-1 vote, with Deputy
Mayor Patrick Giblin voting
against, to direct the planning
board to adopt a resolution au-
thorizing preparation of a rede-
velopment plan for 215-235
Birchwood Avenue.

The township has agreed by
resolution to submit an afford-

able-housing spending plan to
state Superior Court in Union
County for its review and ap-
proval.

Community Grants, Planning
and Housing, LLC was appointed
in an adopted ordinance as the
administrative agent for the
township’s rehabilitation code to
comply with the state’s housing
code.

At the workshop session held
Monday night, Larry Cohen,
county legislative leader for the
Humane Society, requested the
township pass an ordinance that
would ban pet stores from selling
cats or dogs. Over 100 munici-
palities in the state have so far
passed such an ordinance, in-
cluding nearby Fanwood, Scotch
Plains and Roselle Park, he said.

Commercial breeding facilities,
a.k.a. puppy mills, he said, tor-
ture cats and dogs before they
are sold to pet stores and those
who are deemed unsellable are
killed, sometimes shot in the
head, he told The Westfield

Leader.
He said the purpose of the ordi-

nance is to “dry up demand so
this type of supply goes away,”
Mr. Cohen said.

The repair of the banks and
maintenance of Orchard Brook
and efforts to reduce flooding
from Orchard Brook remain on
hold as the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environment Protection
(DEP) has stalled a flood control
permit, Engineer Jacqueline
Dirmann of Maser Consulting
said. The project is to reduce
flooding of residences along the
brook that flood in rainstorms,
as well as shore up the banks,
clear out the debris and more.
Garwood officials also have
blamed flooding problems on the
poor condition of Orchard Brook.

Brett Peskin, a stormwater de-
signer for Maser Consulting in
Mount Arlington, had drafted pre-
liminary options and hydraulic
calculations that were presented
to the DEP in a pre-application
meeting. The DEP told Maser it
does not deem Orchard Brook a
flood control project based on a
cost-benefit analysis that was
presented by Maser. Ms. Dirmann
did not know the cost or benefit
that was presented to the DEP.
The Westfield Leader has filed an
Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
request on the project and will
follow up on the details of these
meetings.

“They (the DEP) provided
comments...Their comments
were vague and disheartening,”
she told the committee.

In her engineer report, Ms.
Dirmann told the committee that
“an assemblyman is involved”
and asked to have a commis-
sioner and Hatch Mott attend a
meeting with the DEP about the
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NO WORK YET AT ORCHARD BROOK...Pictured above are fallen banks of
Orchard Brook in Cranford. The township thus far has not applied for any grant
funding for work on Orchard Brook.

Garwood BOE Votes 5-4
To Retain Music Teacher
By JORDAN BURNELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Cheers erupted
at Tuesday’s Board of Education
meeting after the board voted to
reinstate music teacher Armando
Gonzalez.

The board came to a 5-to-4
vote after spending an hour and
15 minutes in executive session
on whether or not it was going to
rehire Mr. Gonzalez, the music
teacher at Lincoln School. Mr.
Gonzalez was the director of the
band and orchestra and also
helped the drama club and other
events with musical students.

During the section of the meet-
ing where citizens are allowed to
voice their opinions, several stu-
dents, teachers and parents went
up to the microphone to plead
with the council to reinstate Mr.
Gonzalez.

“He took our small music de-
partment and brought it up to
date with our surrounding towns,”
said Denise Ridente, when the
floor opened up for discussion.

The people who spoke on Mr.
Gonzalez’s behalf all character-
ized him as the kind of teacher
who understands his students
and tries to make his band classes
inclusive to everyone, including
students who are new, shy, spe-
cial education and more.

The people who spoke for him
said that he really gets his stu-
dents and teaches them coding
and scales for a combination of a
modern and classic learning ex-
perience.

He gave students self-confi-
dence and a foundation for fu-
ture education in music and be-
yond, they said.

In other business, Superinten-
dent of Schools Teresa Quigley,
Ed.D., discussed the outcome of
the New Jersey QSAC, which
stands for Quality Single Account-
ability Continuum. QSAC judges
school districts on how they are
doing with instruction and pro-
grams, finances, personnel and
more.

“Last week we received a letter
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BEAR CAPTURED...A truck arrives on Walnut Avenue in Cranford at 1:11
p.m. on Monday to take away a bear found in Garwood. The bear had been
spotted in Mountainside and Westfield on Sunday night before its capture on
Monday. It was released back into the wild.
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