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walk but he unfortunately got
picked off by Huth. Shriner and
Armstrong, who finished 2-for-3
with a pair of walks, also walked
in the inning. The next opportu-
nity arrived in the third when
Oblachinski plopped a one-out
single by first then stole second
but Huth struck out the next two
batters.

Armstrong bashed a leadoff
double in the fourth but he took
too much of a lead and Chris
Reeder, the catcher, gunned him
down before he could get back in
time. In the sixth, Armstrong
drew a one-out walk, attempted
to steal second but Reeder got
him again. Right after that
Szczech (2-for-4) singled past
short then stole second. Matt
Perino (1-for-2, 2 walks) followed
with a free pass but reliever
Johnson got the next batter, Mike
Meola, to ground out to first.

After Shriner made that spec-
tacular catch in the seventh, the
21-8 Cougars got their final op-
portunity. Mike McGee, who went
2-for-4, slapped a one-out single
to right and was replaced by

courtesy runner James Wozniak,
who stole second, placing the
winning run in scoring position
then it happened again. The next
two batters struck out and extra
innings was about to begin.

“Our whole team worked really
hard to get here. I felt really
good about the game. Unfortu-
nately we came up short but we
are going to start to grind as
soon as we can. We will be back
next year,” McGee said.

“Beginning of the year coach
Mac said base running wins cham-
pionships and base running loses
championships. We had a couple
of base running mistakes out
there but I know next year these
guys will definitely make it back.
We had some great hitters, some
great pitchers returning and a lot
of guys stepping up from the
freshmen and JV levels. It’s just
an honor and privilege to play
with all of them,” Armstrong said.

“We didn’t get it done in situ-
ational hitting. We had a couple
of base running mistakes which
cost you and you can’t make
mistakes against a team like this.

They were able to get runs across
and we didn’t. We had a couple of
opportunities. We didn’t do it.
Hence, we lost the game,” Coach
McCaffery emphasized.

In the top of the eighth, Reeder,
who had been the Redbirds’ life-
saver defensively, stepped to the
plate and tagged Graceffo’s pitch
for a solo home run. The collapse
came. Jordan Winston and
Guiseppe Arcuri tapped back-to-
back singles and each advanced
on a sacrifice bunt. Three straight
run producing doubles followed.
Chavis lined a two-run double.
Graceffo was relieved by Vince
Genova then Colante and Ferrier
each rapped an RBI double, mak-
ing the score 5-0.

In the Cranford eighth,
Armstrong instilled some hope with
a chopping, one-out single. He
stole second and moved to third
on Szczech’s single. Perino hopped
and RBI single to right and Meola
walked to load the bases, bringing
the potential tying run to the plate.
But Frein struck out the next bat-
ter and ended the game with a fly
ball to right.

The Cougars have come a long
way since their opening day loss
to Elizabeth at the Orange Av-
enue Field on April 2.

“I’m glad for the seniors, espe-
cially with the start we had, losing
to Elizabeth, 3-2, opening day
and making to this. Hats off to the
seniors,” Shriner expressed.

“It was a great feeling making
it this far. Obviously this is not
what we wanted but at the be-
ginning of the season if you told
me that we were going to be
here, I would have looked at you
a little sideways,” Armstrong said.
“We started off real slow. A lot of
guys struggled early, myself in-
cluded. It’s really a testament to
all these guys in the dugout grind-
ing it out every day coming to
practice, working on their swings
on their own, really giving every-
thing they had.”

Since beginning the season with
a 1-3 record, the Cougars with
great senior leadership have set an
example for the underclassmen.

“They will be in good hands. We
got a lot of returning guys, a lot
of sophomores and a couple of

juniors. I know they have the
potential to win it all next year
but there were a lot of seniors
who stepped up day-in-day-out
but didn’t get much playing time
today. It was really a team ef-
fort,” Armstrong stated.

“We are going to have to work
hard to be back here but I think
we will be back here,” Shriner
said.

“I really appreciate the team
with all the hard work and the
coach pushing us. We are going
to be back next year. We are
going to be better. We are going
to be tougher,” McGee added.

“We think we are going to be
here next year. We thought we
were going to be here at the
beginning of the year and we are
going to be here next year. It’s
going to start Monday. We will go
to practice Monday. We are go-
ing to practice from now until
next June with the expectation
that we are going to be here,”
Coach McCaffery promised.
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