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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Opportunities came and oppor-
tunities went for the Cranford
High School baseball team in five
of the first seven innings of a
scoreless deadlock with the Allen-
town Redbirds during the Group
3 Championship game at Toms
River South High School on June
10. But the No. 2 ranked, 26-2
Redbirds struck quickly and furi-
ously in the top of the eighth

inning, scoring five runs, then
managed to hold off a Cougar
charge to claim a 5-1 decision
and the crown.

Cougar starting pitcher Gordon
Graceffo and Redbird starter Ryan
Huth were immersed in an in-
tense pitchers’ duel and both did
receive crucial assistance from
their defenses. Huth, however,
was relieved by Colton Johnson
with one out in the fifth then Jim
Frein entered in the seventh and
finished. Graceffo pitched mag-
nificently for seven innings, al-
lowing only a two-out triple in

the first, hitting a batter in the
fourth and yielding a two-out
double in the seventh.

“Their guy threw a great game,
our guy threw a great game. Un-
fortunately we had runners in scor-
ing position and we weren’t able to
get them through,” Cougar Head
Coach Dennis McCaffery said.

The Redbirds did sting the ball
hard on several occasions but a
Cougar outfielder was there to
haul in the drives. In the first
inning, leadoff batter Aydan
Chavis drilled a wicked liner down
the right field line but Cougar
Jamie Shriner made a great grab.
In the same inning, Ryan Bakie
robbed Matt Colante of some glory
with a running catch in center.
When Graceffo hit Austin Ferrier

with a pitch with one out in the
fourth, Cougar second baseman
Tyler Szczech initiated a 4-6 (Brian
Oblachinski)-3 Tom Armstrong
double play. In the seventh, after
Huth hooked a two-out double
into right field, Shriner made the
catch of the game, a forward div-
ing snag inches off the ground to

save a run and give the Cougars
another opportunity to end the
game.

”Right from the start I had to
eliminate a double, anything for
them to get on base, anything for
them to gain momentum and it
worked for Gordon for seven in-
nings. I couldn’t let that guy
score in the seventh. It would
have been very hard for us. For
us to go scoreless into eight in-
nings against the second team in
the state is really impressive,”
Shriner said.”We played very
good defense today against a
very good hitting team. Fortu-
nately they hit balls at us today,”
Coach McCaffery commented.

The Cougars got their first op-
portunity in the bottom of the
first. Oblachinski led off with a

SHRINER TWO GREAT GRABS; ARMSTRONG 2-FOR-2, RUN; McGEE, SZCZECH 2 HITS EACH

Allentown’s 5-Run 8th Stuns Cougars for Group 3 Title, 5-1
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