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Star - Studded Night for
Teens at Paper Mill Playhouse

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ONE GIRL…Sara Miller, from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s Spring Musical Bye, Bye, Birdie sings snippets of songs
her character presented in the spring. As one of six finalists for the Paper Mill Playhouse’s Rising Star Awards in the category
of “Outstanding Performance by an Actress in a Leading Role,” she was awarded a partial scholarship to the Paper Mill
Playhouse’s Summer Conservatory program.

Westfield Community Concert
Band Announces 105th Season

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Concert Band, under the direc-
tion of Thomas Connors, continues its
105th season with its annual Summer
Concert Series in Mindowaskin Park,
East Broad Street, Westfield.  The
band will be performing five Thurs-
day evening concerts on June 22, June
29, July 6, 13 and 20.  All concerts
begin at 7:30 p.m. and are free to the
public. Highlighting this season’s Sum-
mer concerts will be a special Inde-
pendence Day concert taking place on
July 6 with appearances by the
Westfield Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution and the
Westfield Town Crier. This concert
will be followed on July 13 with the
band’s premier performance of Con-

certo for Clarinet, by swing band leader,
Artie Shaw. This selection will feature
clarinet soloist, Joseph Traina, a first
chair clarinetist with the band.  The
band’s summer concerts will include
popular Broadway selections,
marches, classical works and many
patriotic compositions.

The band rehearses each Wednes-
day evening from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30
p.m. in the Community Room in the
Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street. The band’s mem-
bership includes musicians from age
16 to age 86, including many active
and retired music educators. Under
the music direction of Mr. Connors,
director of Instrumental Music Stud-
ies and an assistant professor of mu-

sic education at Kean University, the
band continues to perform a wide
variety of concert band literature, in-
cluding many contemporary compo-
sitions. Experienced area musicians
who are interested in a position with
the band for next season should con-
tact band president Barry Rosenberg
at (908) 337-9073 or
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

The band’s Summer Concert Se-
ries is sponsored in part by the
Westfield Recreation Department,
Bruce Kaufman, director. Chairs and
blankets are recommended. In the
event of rain, the concerts will take
place in the Westfield Community
Room, located in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MILLBURN – There’s nothing
more thrilling to a young performer
than to participate in an awards cer-
emony/gala as a nominee. Just ask
Sara Miller who played Rose Alvarez
in Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s (SPFHS) production of the
musical Bye, Bye Birdie and was nomi-
nated for the Paper Mill Playhouse’s
Rising Stars’ highest award of “Out-
standing Performance by an Actress in
a Leading Role.” As a nominee, she
was asked to perform with five of the
other candidates for that category. Just
for being a nominee, Ms. Miller won a
partial scholarship to the Paper Mill’s
Summer Conservatory program.

Franklin High School’s Khailah
Johnson, as Deloris van Cartier in
“Sister Act,” won the actual award, but
Ms. Miller had the thrill of being in the
room where it happened. Westfield
High School’s Emma Stern, who
played the lead role of Carrie White in
their production of Carrie, the Musi-
cal, was an honorable mention in that
slot.

Before the night officially began,
Ms. Miller met outside Paper Mill
Playhouse’s doors with Courtney
Nemic, her director, and Matt
Capodicasa. Mr. Capodicasa, is a
former Scotch Plains graduate, Rising
Star nominee himself for his perfor-
mance as Javert in Les Miserables and
a former director of the SPFHS musi-
cals. When asked what advice Ms.
Nemic gave to Sara, the first-year di-

rector said, “I just told her to have fun
up there.” Likewise, Mr. Capodicasa
said he didn’t give any advice for her
but was there to help keep her calm
and just act as a “cheerleader and
supporter.”

Students from Union County and
teens from throughout the state at-
tended the 22nd Annual Paper Mill
Playhouse Rising Stars Awards on June
6 at the Millburn facility. Area teens
and the 100 productions they partici-
pated in throughout the last year were
nominated and performed for the sold-
out crowd of supporters of musical
theatre. A Tony show atmosphere is
always present at these star-studded
nights that are meant to shine a light on
the best of the best in New Jersey high
school theatre. And what other play-
house than the Tony-winning Paper
Mill can roll out the red carpet, liter-
ally? TV cameramen and still photog-
raphers were on hand capturing the
nominees on the red carpet despite a
slight drizzle. Out came the umbrellas,
but the show, that streamed live, still
went on.

Among area nominees were
Westfield High School’s production
for “Outstanding Lighting Achieve-
ment” for Carrie. That award went to
Union High School for their produc-
tion of Cinderella.

In the “Student Achievement Award”
nominations, 20 students were selected
from the state through recommenda-
tions of their teachers/directors. Two
Westfield High students were nomi-
nated by Daniel Devlin and were semi-
finalists: Kate Seaman as assistant tech-

nical director and stage manager Devyn
Tibbals, who won one of the ten $1,000
awards.

The Rising Star Awards, presented
by the Investors Foundation, contin-
ues to award students and schools by,
in their words, “Recognizing excel-
lence and achievement in the produc-
tion of high school musical theatre.”
To date, they have awarded a total of
$475,000 in scholarships and awards.
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CRANFORD. Newly renovated 5 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial. This
home features new Andersen windows, bamboo floors, newly
installed LED lighting, wood burning fireplace in Family Room and
outdoor brick fireplace on a large brick patio. Kitchen with granite
countertops and Stainless Steel appliances, Master Suite with tray ceiling, new
Master Bathroom and private 700 square foot deck. New dimensional shingle roof
and 2 car built-in garage add to the appeal of this lovely home. $689,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

COLONIAL
SCOTCH PLAINS. A most sought after beautifully renovated end
unit townhome located in the premier community of Southwyck
Village. This home boasts a custom crafted EIK with maple
cabinetry & granite countertops. The den is highlighted with a marble and wood
mantled fireplace and the sundrenched LR and DR have beautiful park-like views.
Two large bedrooms on the second floor with two fully renovated baths. Loft on the
third floor is a bonus. There is an attached tiled & heated oversized gar. $420,000.

TOWNHOUSE

SCOTCH PLAINS. Exceptional Custom Luxury Colonial home
rests beautifully on a private cul de sac w/pristine golf course
views. This spectacular residence has an open spacious floor plan
featuring a two-story entry foyer, formal LR& DR, stunning gourmet
kitchen opening to FR w/gas fireplace &custom built in, 2nd floor w/4 bedrooms
including a huge master suite w/gas fireplace, balcony, large walk-in closet & en-
suite bath,3rd floor rec room, walk out basement and 2 car garage. $949,999.

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD. This picturesque Ranch sits high on a knoll overlooking
.3 acres of professionally landscaped property. Featuring 3-4
Bedrooms, 3 full Baths, high efficiency radiant heat and a light infused
floor plan. Plus hardwood floors, recessed lighting, kitchen with
granite countertops and Stainless Steel appliances and abundant closets throughout.
Enjoy the serenity of your terraced patio with a built-in fire pit, grill area and bar.
Moments from award winning schools, parks, town and NYC transit. $634,900.

RANCH
WESTFIELD. 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Split. Multi-zone Heat and
Central Air. Updated baths, Hardwood floors throughout were
recently refurbished. Family Room leads to professionally maintained
grounds with in-ground sprinkler system on a corner property with
paver patio. Large bay window lets sunlight into large Living Room and a Formal
Dining Room. Freshly sealed driveway with large two car attached garage and auto
opener leading to the Family Room with brand new top grade carpet. $689,000.

SPLIT LEVEL

Jacqueline
“Jackie”
Mandell

Top Sales, Units
and Dollar Volume

for May 2017

Symphony Orcestra to
Perform Free Concert
CLARK – The Union County Board

of Chosen Freeholders and the De-
partment of Parks and Recreation an-
nounced that the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra (NJSO) will kick off
the 57th annual Summer Arts Festival
Concert Series at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark on Friday, June 23 at 7:30 p.m.

This year’s performance will take
the audience on a “Road Trip Across
the USA,” NJSO-style. Travel from
our New Jersey home through the
heartland with John Williams’ mov-
ing score to Lincoln, to the Wild West
and Copland’s iconic Rodeo, all the
way to the Magic Kingdom with fa-
vorite music from Beauty and the
Beast. It’s fun for the whole family on
this memorable musical trip.

The show is free, and visitors are
urged to pack a picnic basket, bring
lawn chairs or blankets. In the event
of rain the concert will be moved
indoors to Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, located at 667 Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains.


