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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

One step closer to your 

DREAM HOME

LaCORTE LED B.A., WAGNER RBI, SCANLON GOES 8-1

Blue Devils Provided ‘Brew’
UCT Crown & 600th Victory

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Catching the sizzle at the right time
with the help of timely hitting, super
pitching performances and stepped
up efforts from unsung heroes awarded
this year’s Westfield High School
baseball team with some history-mak-
ing accomplishments. The Blue Dev-
ils tacked on their 15th Union County
Tournament (UCT) Championship,
presented Head Coach Bob Brewster
with his 600th career victory and fin-
ished with a 17-9 record.

The first milestone came 19 days
after the Blue Devils defeated the
Cranford Cougars, 9-3. Facing the
Cougars again on their new turf field
on April 27, the Blue Devils delivered
Coach Brewster win No. 600 with a 1-
0 victory. In an intense pitchers’ duel
with Cougar ace Gordon Graceffo,

junior Corey Hiltz tossed a three-
hitter, while walking one and hitting a
batter and the only run of the game
came when senior Matt LaCorte
rapped an RBI double to bring home
senior Owen Kessler.

“Winning 600 games is quite a feat;
however, my success is the direct
result of the hard work of all the
players I have coached, the outstand-
ing assistant coaches with whom I

have worked, the great parents of
these young men and the unbeliev-
able support of Westfield High School
and the community,” Coach Brewster
emphasized

Good timing definitely came into
play come UCT time. Governor
Livingston received the top seed and
Westfield got seed No. 4, while
Cranford got the second seed and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood received the
third seed. So the Blue Devils would
have been on course to meet the High-
landers in the semifinals.

“The team got hot at exactly the
right time. We began our hot streak
(winning 13 of 15 games) on the day
of the county seeding meeting. As
luck would have it, G.L. was upset in
the quarterfinals by Johnson thus al-
lowing us to maintain the home field
advantage until the finals,” Coach

Brewster explained.
After trouncing Johnson in the

semis, that set the stage for a third
meeting with the Cougars, this time
for the UCT title at Kean University
on May 12. The timing, the pitching
and the performances of unsung he-
roes earned the Blue Devils a 6-3
victory.

“In the finals, our offense was phe-
nomenal. We got leadoff hitters on

base, timely hitting, great defense and
outstanding pitching from starter
Connor Scanlon and reliever Cory
Hiltz. In addition, due to an injury,
Arthur Xiao was pressed into duty.
Arthur rose to the occasion with three
outstanding catches in the outfield
and the go-ahead RBI in the fourth
inning. As an occasional starter with a
great work ethic, Arthur shared the
spotlight with the pitchers,” Coach
Brewster said.

That UCT victory reminded
Brewster of their last UCT title in
2014. “Interestingly, in the last county
championship, an eerily similar set of
circumstances occurred. Right fielder
Chris Hogge was injured when he
was hit with a pitch on his hand. Jacob
Boyle, a backup outfielder, was in-
serted into the lineup. He came through
with a big two-out double to drive

home the tying run during a three-run
inning that turned to tide and put the
Blue Devils ahead to stay,” Coach
Brewster recalled.

Offensively, LaCorte, the shortstop,
led the team with a .440 batting aver-
age (BA), going 33-for-75 with seven
doubles, two triples, 18 runs scored
and 17 RBI. He also received five
free passes (1 hit batter), struck out
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The Best of Ocean County Can Be Yours!

Diane Turton, Realtors – Bay Head Office
88 Bridge Avenue, Bay Head, NJ 08742

Office: 732-295-9700  dianeturton.com/bayhead

Contact the Diane Turton, Realtors Bay Head Office
 For All Your Real Estate Needs!

Your Premier Real Estate Company at the Jersey Shore

54 Bristol Place, Bay Head – $1,799,000 346 Bay Lane, Mantoloking – $1,650,000
This custom built, 4 bedroom home, located in 

Mantoloking shores, offers 75' of bay front, a very 

large, private back yard with a built in swimming 

pool, 3 boat lifts and riparian rights. Relax and watch 

the magnificent sunsets over Barnegat Bay from 

your own oasis.

This Bay Head home is located in the quiet sought 

after neighborhood of Bristol Place. A wonderful 

double lot with open exposure to the south and west,

second floor deck off master suite. This traditional 

home has been meticulously maintained. Turn-key 

living! Walk to beach or bicycle to town. A must see!

Selling Agent: Lynn McGuire 

Agent Cell: 732-664-0745

Selling Agents: Jennifer Landers | Jonathan Younghans

Agent Cells: 862-812-1251 | 908-456-1666
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SHRINER 2 GREAT GRABS, ARMSTRONG 2-FOR-2, RUN

Allentown’s 5-Run 8th Stuns
Cougars for Group 3 Title, 5-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunities came and opportu-
nities went for the Cranford High
School baseball team in five of the
first seven innings of a scoreless dead-
lock with the Allentown Redbirds
during the Group 3 Championship
game at Toms River South High
School on June 10. But the No. 2

ranked, 26-2 Redbirds struck quickly
and furiously in the top of the eighth
inning, scoring five runs, then man-
aged to hold off a Cougar charge to
claim a 5-1 decision and the crown.

Cougar starting pitcher Gordon
Graceffo and Redbird starter Ryan
Huth were immersed in an intense
pitchers’ duel and both did receive
crucial assistance from their defenses.

Huth, however, was relieved by Colton
Johnson with one out in the fifth then
Jim Frein entered in the seventh and
finished. Graceffo pitched magnifi-
cently for seven innings, allowing only
a two-out triple in the first, hitting a
batter in the fourth and yielding a two-
out double in the seventh.

“Their guy threw a great game, our
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DIVING SAFELY INTO SECOND...Cougar courtesy runner James Wozniak steals second base in the seventh inning as
Allentown second baseman Aydan Chavis, No. 18, watches the ball and shortstop Jackson Fogarty provides backup.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE PERILS OF GETTING NUMBER 600...Head Coach Bob Brewster gets doused with Gatorade after attaining his 600th
career victory after Westfield edged the Cougars, 1-0, on the new turf field at Memorial Field in Cranford on April 27


