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MOVING UP...Seventh-grade students are joined by Rabbi George Nudell during
the May 21 Moving Up ceremony at Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains, at
which seventh- and second-grade students were honored as they transitioned to
the next levels of their Jewish education. Rabbi Nudell was recognized by the
students during the ceremony upon his retirement after 35 years.

Students ‘Move Up’ During
Ceremony at Synagogue

SCOTCH PLAINS — Congrega-
tion Beth Israel’s Religious School
held a Moving Up ceremony for its
second- and seventh-grade students
on May 21 to celebrate their ad-
vancing to the next level of Jewish
education.

For the second graders, the cer-
emony marked the conclusion of
their weekly Sunday School pro-
gram and the start of their formal
two-day-a-week Religious School
education. For the seventh graders,
the ceremony marked the conclu-
sion of their Religious School stud-
ies and the continuation of their
Jewish education in Congregation
Beth Israel’s Hebrew High School,
the Machon Institute.

In front of their families, teachers
and fellow classmates, the second
graders sang several songs together,
and each child explained what he or
she liked best about Sunday School,
what wish he or she had for the
Jewish people, and what they wanted
to tell Rabbi George Nudell upon
his retirement after 35 years.

The seventh graders imparted
“words of wisdom” to the second
graders and provided insights into
the activities in Religious School.

On behalf of Congregation Beth
Israel’s entire Religious School, the
students then sang a song for Rabbi
Nudell and presented him with a fare-
well gift, a framed photograph of all
the students in the school, holding a
sign saying “We will miss you.”

The students, in turn, were presented
with certificates and gifts to mark their
accomplishments. The Religious
School teachers and their assistants
also were acknowledged and thanked
for their dedication and service.

Congregation Beth Israel’s Reli-
gious School educates students from
pre-school through 10th grade
through experiential grade-specific
programs that encompass the fam-

ily in its curriculum. Students in
pre-Kindergarten through second
grade meet on Sunday; synagogue
membership is not required for stu-
dents to attend this program. Reli-
gious School for grades 3 to 7 meets
two days per week, on Sunday morn-
ing and Wednesday afternoon. The
Machon Institute Hebrew High
School meets once a week on
Wednesday evening.

Congregation Beth Israel has been
recognized as an ABLE Awarded
Congregation by the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater MetroWest for its
commitment to inclusion and accom-
modation for all its members. For
more information about how the Re-
ligious School can help students
achieve their Jewish potential, call
Gail Beckman Buchbinder, educa-
tion director, at (908) 889-1830.

Congregation Beth Israel is an
egalitarian Conservative synagogue,
serving the religious, cultural, edu-
cational and social needs of
congregants from Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Westfield and surround-
ing towns. It has an active Sister-
hood, Men’s Club and youth group,
plus a wide array of programs, rang-
ing from adult education courses to
social action opportunities. Con-
gregation Beth Israel is located at
18 Shalom Way, Scotch Plains, at
the corner of Martine Avenue.
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Library Events to Spotlight
Bail Reform, Zelnik Trio

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will host a pro-
gram on bail reform on Monday, June
19, at 7 p.m., and on Wednesday, June
21, at 7 p.m., the Joel Zelnik Trio will
visit the library for a presentation of
“Tony Bennett and Bill Evans: The
Legendary Recordings.” The library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.

On January 1, 2017, the New Jer-
sey bail reform/speedy trial law went
into effect. This new law represents
one of the most dramatic changes to
the criminal justice system in many
years.

New Jersey has shifted from a sys-
tem in which a defendant’s pretrial
release is dependent upon his or her
ability to post monetary bail, to one in
which the defendant’s release is de-
pendent upon his or her risk of failing
to appear for court and the danger that
he or she presents to the community.

Presented by a representative of
the Superior Court of New Jersey,
this program is open to the public,
and registration is not required.

Bill Evans, regarded as one of the
most important and influential jazz
pianists of all time, rarely accompa-
nied singers, so when he and Tony
Bennett teamed up to create “The
Tony Bennett/Bill Evans Album” in
1975, it was hailed as one of the
greatest jazz duets ever.

The Joel Zelnik Trio relives the
magic of these duets. Mr. Zelnik

met Bill Evans when the two pia-
nists alternated sets at the landmark
Top of the Gate in New York City.
Along with the Grammy-nominated
jazz singer Annette Sanders, Brian
Glassman on bass and David Cox
on drums, the trio will capture the
vitality of the duets. They will per-
form such greats as “But Beauti-
ful,” “Days of Wine and Roses” and
“Waltz for Debbie.”

The Joel Zelnik program is open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 43 librar-
ies that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Librar-
ies. Interested persons are advised to
check the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary website, wmlnj.org, to see if
their library participates. To register
for the Joel Zelnik program, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday, and 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday. The library
is closed on Sunday for the summer.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

KEY TO SALE SUCCESS...The Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library
recently held their 44th Annual Spring Book Sale. Volunteers from the commu-
nity, including students from the Westfield High School Key Club, pictured, and
Edison Intermediate School Girl Scout Cadette Troop 40491, participated by
sorting books for the sale and arranging them on shelves. The Friends reported
that the sale was a success, through both the efforts of the volunteers and the
support of the community. Proceeds will benefit library programs.

Cimarron Sky Band Plans
Performance In Cranford

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will
present Elaine Orzechowski and the
Cimarron Sky Band and their mix
of classic country, country pop and
bluegrass on Monday, June 26, at
7:30 p.m., at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center. The Cranford Commu-
nity Center is located at 220 Walnut
Avenue.

Singer/guitarist/keyboardist
Elaine Orzechowski is a veteran of
the Jersey Shore music scene, hav-
ing been a part of many bands, trios
and duos. While performing in sev-
eral country rock/southern rock
bands, she developed a love for
harmony-driven country-tinged
music. As a solo performer, Ms.

Orzechowski specializes in singing
classic country and country rock
songs, but also includes acoustic
versions of favorite pop/rock/folk
songs from the 1950s through
today’s music.

With the Cimarron Sky Band, the
same classic country/country rock
songs are taken to the next level with
full instrumentation and up to four-
part harmony, with a touch of blue-
grass added to the mix. In addition to
Ms. Orzechowski, the band features
Brian Rauch on guitar, banjo, man-
dolin, harmonica and vocals; Mark
Donley on bass and vocals, and
David Donley on fiddle, mandolin
and vocals. Admission to the pro-
gram is free and all are welcome.

Temple Sholom to Present
Casino Night on Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS — Temple
Sholom of Scotch Plains will host
its annual Casino Night this Satur-
day, June 17. Casino Night, which
the temple calls its biggest “fun”
raiser of the year, includes table
games such as blackjack, poker,
roulette and craps, as well as hors
d’oeuvres and prize baskets. Doors
will open at 6:30 p.m. Gaming will
run from 7 to 10:30 p.m.

This event is open to the public.
Attendees must be at least 21 years
old. Each $36 admission ticket
grants the attendee $100 in gam-
bling chips. Proceeds go toward
Temple Sholom’s educational and
social initiatives.

To reserve tickets in advance,
call the temple at (908) 889-4900,

e-mail office@sholomnj.org or
visit sholomnj.org. Tickets also will
be available at the door.

Founded in 1912, Temple
Sholom is a Reform Jewish con-
gregation led by Rabbi Joel N.
Abraham and Cantor Darcie
Sharlein. The temple and its reli-
gious school are home to about
250 families from the greater
Scotch Plains-Fanwood area. The
congregation recently moved to its
new home at 1925 Lake Avenue,
Scotch Plains. Temple Sholom is a
member of the Union for Reform
Judaism. For more information
about the temple or joining the con-
gregation, call (908) 889-4900, e-
mail sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

BLUE STAR SHINES...The Garden Club of Westfield has long dedicated club
efforts toward remembering those who have served in the armed forces. The club
has placed fresh flowers in the library every week since 1947 in honor of local
people who serve. Members also are part of the national network of Blue Star
Gardens to honor servicemen and women and maintain a Blue Star garden in
Westfield’s Tamaques Park. Participating in the cleanup and replanting of the
Tamaques garden this year are, pictured from left to right, Nancy Brandt,
Merrilyn Crane, Elaine Puma, Jane Mannillo, Margaret Allen, Nancy Werber,
Elaine Oshust and Irene Ilaria.

Cranford Pool-Fitness Ctr.
Has Openings Available

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Pool and Fitness Center has an-
nounced that there are still openings
available for 2017 Summer mem-
bership. Registration for Cranford
residents and non-residents can be
done online or in-person at the Pool
and Fitness Center, located at 401
Centennial Avenue, Cranford.

In-person registration and picture
identification hours are as follows:
Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m.
to 8:30 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Online registration may be done 24
hours a day, seven days a week. Indi-
viduals are advised to create their
CommunityPass account by going to
register.communitypass.net/cranford.

If one already has created an account
with Community Pass/Recreation
Department, he or she can use that
login information. If a person does
not remember his or her user name
and password, he or she should call
registration at (908) 709-7260 for
this information. Individuals are asked
not to set up a new account as their
identification will no longer be valid.

Those who do not already have an
account, upon completing registra-
tion, will receive an e-mail with their
login information. They are encour-
aged to keep this e-mail in a safe
place in order to have the conve-
nience of online registration. For more
information, visit cranford.com/pool
or call the Pool and Fitness Center at
(908) 709-7260.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

CHARITY SPIKE...Teachers and staff representing Washington and Wilson
Elementary Schools in Westfield participated in a volleyball match on May 23,
with each school raising money for a charity of their choice. Washington School
raised more than $1,900 for the Crohn's and Colitis Foundation. “This charity
is near and dear to the Washington community because Jake Stinton, a fourth
grader at Washington, was diagnosed with Crohn's last year. Jake and his
family have been working hard to raise awareness and money for the founda-
tion,” explained teacher Elizabeth Reilly. “The staff was proud to wear Jake's
shirt as our uniform,” added teacher Kerri Ponzio. Wilson School, which won
the match, collected close to $2,000 for the Valerie Fund to support one of their
students diagnosed with leukemia. “While supporting our students and these
charities, we all won,” stated Ms. Ponzio.  The teachers and staff of Washington
School are pictured here with Jake wearing the T-shirt he designed, which also
was to be worn by his team Awesome Dude in the Liberty State Park Take Steps
for Crohn's & Colitis Walk on June 11.

STAYING TOGETHER...Class of 2013 Westfield High School (WHS) alumni
Natalie Tupper, Henry Resnikoff and Anna Simon are pictured together as they
graduate from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Not pictured are fellow
WHS graduates Rachel Hertzberg and Scott Pass, who also graduated from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison.
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Scotch Plains Reveals Lineup
Of Concerts and Movies

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will present
Concerts on the Green and Friday
Family Movie Nights this summer
at the Alan Augustine Village Green,
located at 430 Park Avenue. Con-
certs will be held on Thursday eve-
nings at 7:30 p.m. on July 13, 20, 27
and August 3. All shows are free.
Attendees are encouraged to bring
a lawn chair or blanket, pack a pic-
nic or pick up dinner from one of
the local restaurants and enjoy the
summer nights in Scotch Plains’
downtown.

The concert lineup includes:
July 13 — Pat Dinizio of The

Smithereens. Mr. Dinizio is a Scotch
Plains resident and is the founder, prin-
cipal songwriter, guitarist and vocalist
for the platinum recording artists The
Smithereens. He has performed on
top-rated television programs such as
“The Tonight Show,” “MTV Un-
plugged” and “Saturday Night Live”
as well as on stages all over the world.

July 20 — The 80’s Explosion.
From one-hit wonders to the iconic
bands from the ’80’s, The 80’s Ex-
plosion delivers their unique take
of all the songs of the era.

July 27 — Wolf Creek is another
Scotch Plains-based band bringing the
very best of today’s country, classic
Southern rock and rock with a “coun-
try feel.”

August 3 — Brother John Brown
Band will perform ’60’s  and ’70’s
classic rock.

The Concerts on the Green series
is sponsored by Investors Bank with
additional support from K9 Resorts
Daycare & Luxury Hotel.

Friday Night at the Movies this
year provides something for every-
one. Movies will begin at dusk and
the schedule is as follows:

July 14 — Sing; August 4 — West
Side Story; August 11 — Toy Story;
August 18 — A League of Their
Own, and August 25 — Moana.

Friday Night at the Movies is
sponsored through a generous do-
nation from Elizabethtown Gas
Company.


