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SUCCESSFUL TENURE...Outgoing Westfield Foundation Trustees Howard
Cohen, Michelle Mattessich and Beth Cassie, pictured left to right, say goodbye
to their fellow members at the Foundation’s annual meeting May 4. Each served
for six years on the board.

Foundation Trustees
Wind Up Tenure

WESTFIELD — Three trustees
of the Westfield Foundation bid
farewell to their colleagues at the
annual meeting of the Foundation
on May 4.

Beth Cassie, the outgoing presi-
dent of the Foundation; Howard
Cohen, the outgoing secretary, and
Michelle Mattessich, outgoing
head of the Finance Committee, all
served for six years on the board.

During their tenure on the board, the
Foundation added 18 new funds and
the assets under management grew
from $10.5 million to $18.3 million.
The Foundation distributed $1.7 mil-
lion in grants and awarded $655,000
in scholarships to deserving students.

Further information about the
Westfield Foundation and what it
does can be found at
thewestfieldfoundation.com.

OPTIMIST CONTEST WINNERS...The Optimist Club of Westfield honors the
winners of its Oratorical Contest for middle-school students. Pictured, from left
to right, are: contest director Irv Brand, fine arts instructor Michael Altmann,
contest winner Ally Baker, third-place winner Yuxin Lin, second-place winner
Tori Murray and fine arts instructor Kimberly Jonny.

Ally Baker Is Winner Of
Optimist Oratorical Contest

WESTFIELD — The Optimist
Club of Westfield recently chose
Ally Baker as the winner of the
club’s 12th annual Oratorical Con-
test for middle-school students.

The club also chose Tori Murray
and Yuxin Lin as the second- and
third-place winners, respectively.

With the assistance of fine arts
instructors Kimberly Jonny and
Michael Altmann, the club hon-
ored the students at its May 10
meeting at Echo Lake Country Club
in Westfield. Irv Brand, director of
the contest, presented each of them
with a cash award. Each also had
received a medallion and a Certifi-
cate of Achievement at the finals.

Seventh-grade Public Speaking
students at Edison and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools participated
in the competition. Each gave a
public address four to five minutes

in length on one of four topics:
“What the World Gains from Opti-
mism,” “Why My Voice Matters,”
“Has Technology Changed People
for the Better or the Worse?” and
“Are Professional Athletes Role
Models?”

Faculty and administration se-
lected 10 finalists (five from each
middle school) and members of the
club chose the winners.

The other finalists were Jordyn
Ament,  Grace Klag,  Maggie
McCauley, Ava Pravlik, Joshua
Sacher, Ashley Talwar and Emily
Triolo. Each finalist received a Cer-
tificate of Achievement.

Members of the Optimist Club,
Ginger Johnson, Karen Yutsus, Jef-
frey Feldman and Marc Epstein,
served as judges.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
TOGETHER FOR AUTISM...A symbolic check for $13,500 is held by Mallory
Banks, far right kneeling on the floor, her friends and supporters, backed up by
Mayor Colleen Mahr, Ellen Schisler of Autism New Jersey, along with Mallory’s
parents, Gina and Jeff Banks.

Scotch Plains Library Slates
Harry Potter Activities

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has planned
two events on Monday, June 26, in
honor of the 20th anniversary of the
release of the novel “Harry Potter
and the Philosopher’s Stone.”

Teens are invited to put on their
wizard caps and create Harry Pot-
ter-inspired lotions during the
library’s “Harry Potter Potion Spa”
at 3 p.m. Participants in this class
will use essential oils to create a
blend that matches their preferred
Hogwarts house.

This program is designed for those
13 years of age and older. Registra-
tion is required and limited to Scotch
Plains and Fanwood cardholders
only. Registration for this event is
underway.

Members of the community are
invited to join the library staff that
evening at 7:30 p.m. for “Harry
Potter, A Staged Radio Parody,” led
by Raconteur Radio.

Raconteur Radio stages theatrical
presentations of vintage radio plays,
classic works of literature and pop
culture parodies for live audiences
in a variety of venues throughout the
Tri-State area — libraries, adult com-
munities, senior centers, community/
cultural centers, restaurants, bars,
high schools, grammar schools and,
on occasion, private homes. Racon-
teur Radio has been described by

The Star-Ledger as “one of the seven
best things to do in New Jersey.” The
New York Times calls it “family-
friendly, guerilla theater.”

This presentation is recom-
mended for ages 8 and older. Regis-
tration is not required.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township. For more informa-
tion about the Harry Potter programs
and to register for the “Harry Potter
Potion Spa,” go to scotlib.org/hp.

Pam Hasagawa

Adoption Activist to Speak
To Old Guard on Tuesday

SUMMIT AREA — Pam
Hasagawa, founder of the New Jer-
sey Coalition for Adop-
tion Reform and Educa-
tion, will speak to the
Summit Area Old Guard
at its Tuesday, June 20
meeting. She will discuss
the new New Jersey law
allowing adoptees to se-
cure a copy of their origi-
nal birth certificates.

For 75 years, New Jer-
sey has been one of the
few states where access
to birth records was re-
stricted. As of January
1, 2017, that has no
longer been the case,
thanks to the work of
Ms. Hasagawa. At one time, dis-
closure of birth parent information
was thought to intrude on an
individual’s privacy. Today, that
view has been giving way to, among
other things, the need for medical
information for the adoptee. Sur-
prisingly, the only “good” infor-
mation on adoptees nationally is
from the years 2006 to 2008, largely
because each state has its own
unique way of providing the infor-
mation an applicant needs.

Some facts from that era are:
The adoption rate was nearly iden-
tical from 2000 to 2008. In 2008,
approximately 136,000 children
were adopted — a 6-percent in-
crease from 2000. The adoption
rate was 58.3 percent. Forty-one
percent (55,303) of adoptions oc-
curred through public child wel-
fare agencies, and adoptions from
other countries (17,416) accounted
for 13 percent. Nearly half of all

adoptions — 46 percent (63,094)
— were from other sources, such

as private agencies.
Getting closer to

home, during the Oc-
t o b e r / S e p t e m b e r ,
2013-2014 period,
New Jersey public
agencies processed the
adoptions of about
1,020 children. Of
these, 54.3 percent
ended up in married
families; foster parents
adopted 44.7 percent;
39.2 percent were
black, 20.8 percent
Hispanic and 30.2 per-
cent white; adoptees
were mostly male

(54.2 percent male versus 46.8 per-
cent female) and the adoptive pro-
cess was completed within 11
months (68.2 percent).

Ms. Hasagawa is familiar with
the experience of becoming an
adoptive parent and the trauma of
giving up a child for adoption.

All active men age 50-plus are
invited to attend the Tuesday morn-
ing meetings of the Summit Area
Old Guard. Meetings are held at the
New Providence Municipal Center,
located at 360 Elkwood Avenue,
New Providence. A coffee hour
starts at 9:15 a.m., followed by a 10
a.m. business meeting brightened
by singing and humor. Guest speak-
ers begin their talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays,
concerts and other cultural events.
For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log onto
the website summitoldguard.org.

Alzheimer’s Group Has
Meeting Tomorrow

WESTFIELD — Jewish Family
Service of Central New Jersey, a
non-sectarian health and social ser-
vice agency, will host an Alzheimer’s
Support Group, through Alzheimer’s
New Jersey, tomorrow, Friday, June
16. It will take place from 10 to 11
a.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield.

Free and open to Alzheimer’s/
dementia caregivers in the commu-
nity, this group is run in accordance
with Alzheimer’s New Jersey guide-
lines. Participants are welcome to
join the group at any time.

Registration is recommended. If
planning to attend, or wishing more
information about Jewish Family
Service of Central New Jersey’s
program for Alzheimer’s and de-
mentia disorders, contact Alice
Greenberg-Sheedy at agreenberg-
sheedy@jfscentralnj.org or (908)
352-8375.

– Obituaries –

Fanwood Presb. Thrift Shop
To Be Open Until June 28

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Presbyterian Church invites area resi-
dents to stop into its thrift shop soon
to purchase summer clothing and
take advantage of special sales each
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The thrift shop will close for the
summer after Wednesday, June 28.

The thrift shop at the church is
run by volunteers. Not all are mem-
bers of the church, and additional
volunteers are always welcome. Vol-
unteers can work at the shop the full
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. business day or
any part of it. The morning shift

often has lunch and is joined by the
afternoon shift before leaving, of-
fering a chance for fellowship and
to discuss shop business.

The thrift shop will reopen on
Wednesday, September 13, with a
fresh supply of clothing and bric-a-
brac. It is requested that donations
not be left at the shop until that date.

The thrift shop is located at the
back of the church complex on
McDermott Place. For more infor-
mation, call the church office at
(908) 889-8891 or e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org.

Robert E. Miller, 96, Was Active In
Historical and Genealogical Societies

Robert E. Miller

Robert Everett (Bob) Miller passed
away on Sunday, May 21, 2017, in
Katy, Tex. He was born March 26,
1921 in Dumont, N.J., to
Edward I. Miller and Ann
Smith. He was graduated
from Dumont High
School in 1938 and
Colgate University in
1942. He was a sergeant
in the U.S. Army during
World War II and was sta-
tioned in the Aleutian Is-
lands in Alaska. He mar-
ried Jeannette “Bunny”
Westervelt on June 7,
1944.

He was the owner of
Miller Rambler from
1960 to 1965 and the
owner of Bob Miller Tire from 1965
to 1990. He belonged to the Tire
Dealers Association and was a past
president of the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce.

After his retirement he joined the
Genealogical Society of the West
Fields and the Westfield Historical
Society. He was president of the
Genealogical Society and vice-
president of the Historical Society,
where he also served as program
chairman for 17 years.

He was a Civil War buff who
visited every Civil War battlefield
on the East Coast. He loved giving
talks about the battle between the
Monitor and the Merrimac, as his
great-grandfather was the chief en-
gineer on the Monitor.

He is survived by his wife of 73

years, Jeannette Miller; his daugh-
ters, Carol Miller of Katy, Tex. and
Jane (Miller) Pituch and her husband,

Steven, of Hallettsville,
Tex.; his daughter-in-law,
Marcia (Harvey) Miller
of Carlisle, Pa.; his grand-
children, Elizabeth
(Miller) McNamara and
her husband, Patrick, of
Andover, N.J., Sarah
(Pituch) Strauss and her
husband, Aaron, of Hous-
ton, Tex., and John Pituch
of Slidell, La., and his
great-grandchildren,
Kevin and Danica Strauss
of Houston, Tex. He was
predeceased by his son,
Robert Miller, Jr.

Burial will be at Valleau Cem-
etery, 546 Franklin Turnpike,
Ridgewood, N.J. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made to the Ge-
nealogical Society of the West Fields
or the Westfield Historical Society.

June 15, 2017

Edward Stachowicz, 68, Army Veteran;
Lived In Linden and Scotch Plains

Edward Stefan Stachowicz, 68,
passed away on Saturday, June 10,
2017, at the Veterans
Administration Lyons
Hospital, after a brief
struggle with cancer.

He was a graduate of
Linden High School,
class of 1967, and a U.
S. Army veteran, hav-
ing been stationed in
Alaska. He was a resi-
dent of Scotch Plains
for 15 years.

After struggles with
various illnesses, he is
going on to a better place.

A graveside ceremony will be held
today, Thursday, June 15, at 11 a.m.,
at Mount Calvary Cemetery, Route 1
in Linden, N.J.

He is survived by niece Pamela

Clarke and her husband, Shawn, of
Lafayette, Calif., and their children,

Sydney and Maya, and
niece Linda Orren and her
children, Katelyn Elliott
and Zachary Elliott. He is
survived by his niece,
Christine, and her hus-
band, Michael Guglielmo,
and their children, Ashley
and Michael, and his
nephew, Paul Stachowicz
of Port Monmouth. He
also is survived by his sis-
ter, Charlotte Orren, and
brother-in-law, Charles, of

Walnut Creek, Calif.
He was predeceased by his par-

ents,  Andrew and Stel la
Stachowicz, and by his brothers,
Henry and Adam Stachowicz.
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Township Announces
Festivities For July 4
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-

ship of Scotch Plains will host its
second Independence Day celebra-
tion with fireworks at the Scotch
Hills golf course on Saturday, July
1. The rain date is Sunday, July 2.

The course will open at 7 p.m. for
viewers to set down chairs and blan-
kets; fireworks will go off at dusk.
Attendees are advised to wear com-
fortable shoes; no heels will be per-
mitted on the golf course.

Food vendors will be on site
throughout the evening. Alcoholic
beverages will not be permitted on
the premises. There will be several
road closures leading up to and dur-
ing the event to ensure safety for
pedestrians and motorists alike. For
more details, check the township
website, scotchplainsnj.gov.

The golf course will be open Sat-
urday morning for golfers; the last
tee time is at 11 a.m. The course will
reopen at 10 a.m. on July 2.

For more information, call the
manager’s office at (908) 322-6700,
extension no. 314.

Service Is Set For
Margaret MacPherson

WESTFIELD — A memorial ser-
vice for Margaret R. MacPherson will
be held on Thursday, June 22, at 11:30
a.m., in the chapel of The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, located at
140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the
Alzheimer’s Association would be
appreciated. Addressed envelopes
will be available at the chapel.

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
Tip: Handling A Seizure

SCOTCH PLAINS — Seizures can
be very scary to witness. The person
may be violently shaking, unconscious
and rigid, or just staring into space.
This may be happening because he or
she has a seizure disorder, or because
of an illness or injury.

Epilepsy, or seizure disorder, is a
neurological condition that affects the
nervous system. People can be diag-
nosed at any age, and according to the
Epilepsy Foundation, three million
people in the U.S. have epilepsy and
1 in 26 people will develop it in their
lifetime. The good news is, with
proper care, six out of 10 will be able
to live seizure free.

Besides epilepsy, seizures can oc-
cur for other reasons. Various illnesses,
such as infections, tumors and high
fevers, can also cause seizures, as can
medications, drug and alcohol use and
withdrawal. Of course, any head
trauma, such as those that may occur in
car accidents, falls and sports activi-
ties, can bring on full-blown seizures.
These types of seizures are much more
dangerous since they are a clear sign of
brain injury.

If you do see someone experienc-
ing a seizure, there are things you
should and should not do. Some
people have an aura, or a sign that
they are about to have a seizure.
They often will sit or lie down to
prevent falling and injuring them-
selves. If someone tells you they are
about to have a seizure, help them lie
down in a safe area and move any-
thing sharp or potentially dangerous
out of the way. Many times a person
will wear a medic alert bracelet alert-
ing bystanders to their condition. If
possible, try to time how long the
seizure lasts. It’s very important to
stay with the person and keep calm.
Most seizures only last a few min-
utes; during this time, protect their

head from hitting anything and turn
it to the side to keep their airway
clear. Do not put anything into the
person’s mouth, and do not try to
hold them down.

Afterwards, they may be somewhat
confused, so talk softly and let them
know what just happened. If the per-
son is an epileptic, he or she may not
want an ambulance called since they
know how to handle the aftermath
and understand that they are not in
any danger. However, if they do not
suffer from epilepsy, and the seizure
occurred for some other reason, they
will need immediate medical atten-
tion. Also, if the seizure lasts for more
than five minutes, or stops and then
continues, or if the person shows any
sign of respiratory distress, call 911.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is
a volunteer organization of Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors. With over
90 volunteers, we answer calls not
only in Scotch Plains but in surround-
ing towns as well when needed. Be-
sides answering calls, you will see
our ambulances at many special events
held in town, such as Scotch Plains
Day, the Memorial Day Parade, high
school football games, and the sum-
mer concerts on the Village Green.
We are also available to provide dem-
onstrations for Boy Scout and Girl
Scout troops, clubs, and any other
group that may be interested in what
we do. In addition, we lend out wheel-
chairs, crutches, canes and other as-
sorted medical equipment free of
charge. Please reach out to us if there
is something we can do for you: (908)
322-2103 for non-emergencies or
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com.

* * *

Contributing Author: Susan
Baldani, a life member of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

Banks Family Presents 13.5K
To Autism New Jersey

FANWOOD — A Fanwood
family’s hard work and dedication in
supporting people with autism came
to a crescendo June 6 when they pre-
sented a check for more than $13,000
to Autism New Jersey at an event at
Sheelen’s Crossing on South Avenue
in Fanwood.

The proceeds from April’s Rockin’
For Autism fair in Fanwood, along
with additional online donations, to-
taled $13,500 and were presented by
the Banks family, led by 15-year-old
Mallory Banks, who has been raising
money for autism causes in the name

of her brother, Ethan, who has autism,
for a number of years.

With the support of their parents,
Gina and Jeff Banks, they staged the
outdoor fair at Fanwood’s LaGrande
Park for the second year in a row,
drawing crowds second only to the
Fanny Wood Day street fair.

The Fanwood Police Benevolent
Association Local 123 also donated
$200 to Autism New Jersey and was
represented at the event by PBA Trea-
surer, Officer Dan Kranz, and Lieu-
tenant Frank Marrero of the Fanwood
Police Department.

Blood Drive Is Set
Sunday In Westfield
WESTFIELD — New Jersey Blood

Services will host a blood drive this
Sunday, June 18, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., at Westfield Rescue Squad head-
quarters, located at 335 Watterson
Street, Westfield.

Donors will receive a $15-off Jiffy
Lube coupon in appreciation. To make
an appointment, call 1-(800) 933-
2566. Walk-ins also will be welcome.

Edward S. Stachowicz

Peter M. Kalellis

Dr. Peter M. Kalellis, a licensed
therapist and author of twelve self-
help books with his associate, a mem-
ber of the American Association of
Marriage and Family Therapy, offers
Psychotherapy for individuals, Mar-
riage and Family Therapy for couples
at our office, 232 St. Paul Street in
Westfield, N.J. Individuals facing
personal problems or married couples
in difficult relationships experience
VIP service, find relief and support-
ive solutions. For clients who are
having financial difficulties we are
able to provide a sliding scale pay-
ment. Phone number: (908) 232-6118
or E-mail: kalellis717@verizon.net.

Psychotherapy And Marriage Counseling


