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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)
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Letters to
the Editor

Correction
A letter-to-the-editor on page 4 in

last week’s edition should have read
“Stu Carey Has Made A Difference In
More Lives Than You Will Ever
Know.” We regret the error.

Town Pushes Its Potential Every
Year; Happy Summer Bestfield!

Retiring School Board Member Tells
Young Parents to Get Involved

Thank God That Judy Collins Is
Doing Great, Now In Her 70s

My second term on the Westfield
School Board will be completed at
the end of 2017 and I have decided
not to run for another term.

My experience as a board member
has been amazing. I have learned so
much about the fine teachers, staff
and administration that we are lucky
enough to have in Westfield. They are
all hard working, dedicated people
who are all here to serve our children.

I ran for my first term when my two
kids were juniors in the high school.
So many people asked me why I
wanted to be on the board when my
kids were almost done. The answer
was simple. I felt like I had something
to offer and I wanted to help continue
the great tradition of Westfield
schools. My only mistake was not
getting involved much sooner than I
did. Now, it’s your turn.

My comments here are directed to
the many young parents who live in

town. Do not make the same mistake
I made. Get involved now! I realize
that the time commitment is consider-
able, but you will be helping to set
policy for our district and you will be
supporting the hundreds of staff who
work here. You will also be setting the
future path for more than 6,300 stu-
dents.

Community service, in whatever
form works for you, is so important in
our town. The school board needs
some young families to help shape
our future. Please consider running
for a board position in the November
2017 election. If you have questions
about the boards role and the time
involved, please feel free to write me
at mbf61@comcast.net and I will be
happy to speak with you.

Mark Friedman
Westfield School Board

Many of us baby boomers who
grew up in the Westfield-Cranford-
Garwood area of Union County, NJ,
are grateful to God for our good expe-
riences. When I was a child at St.
Anne’s School in Garwood, which
used to be across the street from St.
Anne’s Church, my 7th grade teacher,
Sister Agnelle, was a fellow Judy
Collins fan. She used to play musi-
cian Judy Collins’ 1969 hit, “Turn,
turn, turn” in class and explained to
us children how the song corresponds
with Bible verses from Ecclesiastes.
We all enjoyed singing the song in
unison.

Thank God Judy Collins is doing
great and is in her 70s. Sister Agnelle,
who passed on April 12, 2004 when
she was in her 90s after having been
a Bernardine nun for 77 years, was
also a progressive lady like Judy
Collins. Sister Agnelle taught us kids
to think for ourselves, and explained

that girls and women have to be tough
in setting boundaries, as well as sweet
in respecting people who treat us de-
cently and admire us.

I cherish childhood visits with
Grandma to Mindowaskin Park to
observe swans, geese and ducks; ser-
mons at St. Anne’s Church and learn-
ing at St. Anne’s School which used
to exist as a competitive parochial
grammar school in Garwood, and
walks to Sperry Park, Cranford, where
I met new friends while walking my
dogs, Buddy, Maggie, Connie, Pistol,
and Max, and my foster dogs, Amanda
and Pi, when I was a younger adult
living in Cranford. I earned an hon-
ored reputation as “the Schnauzer
girl of Cranford” when I was presi-
dent and founder of the former
Cranford Miniature Schnauzer Club
from 1998 through 2005.

Martha Mcloughlin
Lakewood, NJ

Summer has just about arrived here in
Westfield. Finally! I still remember play-
ing Wiffle Ball from sunrise to well be-
yond sunset with my brother during the
hot summer days when I was just a kid. If
we weren’t playing ball, we would ride
our bikes down town to munch on some-
thing our parents most definitely wouldn’t
or couldn’t eat or drink. We had so much
fun growing up in our community. I am
still having fun growing up, yet now here
in Westfield, many years later, I am just
doing it with a little bit (a lot!) less hair,
and my curveball is now toast.

Earlier this year I wrote to the editor of
The Leader, advocating how well Westfield
does community and public matters. The
encouragement I received from others
writing The Leader to comment on my
observation was overwhelmingly support-
ive and critical evidence for the central
point of my submission. Thank you.

My wife and I chose to settle ourselves
in Westfield because of the great school
system and our boomin’ downtown area.
Twelve years later, the schools are still
great, our ball fields and places of wor-
ship are filled to capacity, and our Down-
town has stood up to a tough recession
during a major shift in retail shopping
trends. We are still boomin! There is not
a night I have been downtown this year
where our community was not jam packed
into our downtown, enjoying everything
we have to offer here in Westfield.

If you are new to the community of
Westfield, NJ, you may already know
how well our town is operated by all the
accolades your research on our town
turned has turned up. We are one of only
a handful of towns in New Jersey to be
assigned a credit rating of AAA from
Standard & Poor’s. Our public schools
are always ranked high, both at the state
and national level.

Westfield regularly receives positive
accolades for how well we are doing.
Most recently, we scored top 15 in Niche’s
Best Place to Live rankings and our Down-
town scored some nice recognition from
WalletHub were we topped the list for
“Economic Health” and ranked in their
top 1 percent of best small cities in
America.

Even those directly working for our
town are pulling down big time acco-
lades. I remember shortly after Superstorm
Sandy nearly knocked down every tree in
town, cutting out the power to most of our
residents, an article in the November 11,
2012 edition of The Star Ledger (also on
NJ.com) roasted one local municipal gov-
ernment after another for poor perfor-
mance, before, during, and after the storm.
“But in Westfield, elected officials were
far more proactive,” The Star Ledger
claimed. So well did our elected officials
perform, Mayor Skibitsky was invited to
speak at a conference way down south in
Savannah to coach the first responders
and elected officials of Chatham County,
Ga., on the value of having a good team
and plan in place to serve the public
during both good and challenging times.
And, just last Monday month our own

Director of Public Works, Greg O’Neil,
received top recognition from his peers at
the Public Works Association of New
Jersey.

It would be foolish to disagree with
how well Westfield looks from the out-
side and performs from the inside. In the
12 years my family has lived here, we
have pushed toward our potential every
year. I totally agree that we should hold
our public and elected officials account-
able. Did I mention AAA?

If that is not enough, the “Transforma-
tional power of transparency” is alive and
well in Westfield, NJ, openly displayed
on the town website, in the papers, and on
social media. It is so hard to miss the
public and media reporting how quickly
the Mayor’s Downtown Task Force was
appointed, studied the issues, and made
recommendations for how to improve
our town. Even those who are not paying
attention or are late to the party could
easily access information on all the good
things happening in our town simply by
simply following all the media outlets
highlighted in the Mayor’s opening com-
ments during the annual reorganization.

It is amazing when people in our com-
munity hear our town’s calling on one of
many public and media outlets and re-
spond positively with fire in their belly.
Just last week at the town Council meet-
ing, the very same meeting where yet
another 15 recommendations of the
Mayor’s Downtown Task Force were
approved and implemented, our own
Meaghan Murphy offered her executive
and media experience to promote
Bestfield because, “This is a place to
pump the positivity....and celebrate the
good things about this awesome town we
live in. We want to be the best version we
could be.” To think that Meghan could
approach the Mayor, council, and Town
of Westfield with any message of her
choosing, she offers to promote what is
Best about our town. I have already for-
gotten about Panera [Bread], have you?

Happy Summer Bestfield!

Edward Stellingwerf
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Scree – A pebble; a stone
2. Walm – To bubble or boil
3. Seck – Barren; unprofitable
4. Whelk – A pimple

TOISON
1. An enzyme that assists a bee in

making honey
2. The treasurer of a monastery
3. The fleece of sheep
4. Alcohol poisoning

ICONOCLASM
1. The act of breaking or destroying

images
2. An illustration for a book
3. An intestinal infestation causing

severe cramping and associated spasms
4. Humiliation; shame; falling from

grace
CATALLACTICS

1. In anatomy, the study of involuntary
muscle contractions

2. In political economy, the science of
commercial exchanges

3. The study of the mammary gland
and its milk-producing secretions

4. Belief in a singular divinity or cre-
ator

ACROTISM
1. Having little to no sense of smell
2. Absence or imperceptability of the

pulse beat
3. An abnormal fear of falling
4. Widespread epidemic of catastrophic

proportions

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Shouldn’t We All Work Together
In This Town Called ‘Bestfield’?

Westfield, like most successful downtowns, is
going through a challenging period as retail stores
appear to be on the way out in favor of online
shopping via businesses like Amazon. In an effort to
promote the downtown and help Westfield stores,
the town announced the addition of a chief spirit
officer whose role will be helping to boost the local
economy. And the first action by that “spirit” officer,
Good Housekeeping Executive Editor Meaghan
Murphy, is to rename the town “Bestfield” and use
it on everything from bed linens to new social media
sites. No, seriously.

With all the challenges of the town, and that’s the
approach Ms. Murphy wants to take? This seems to
follow the same logic of the wider, “pedestrian-
friendly” sidewalks at some corners in the down-
town or the trade infringement lawsuit brought a
decade or so ago by the Downtown Westfield Corp.
against the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce over the “W” logo used in marketing materials
including points of entry signs on roads entering
Westfield.

We agree with Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s Westfield
First initiative to have Westfielders shop in town
before looking for goods elsewhere. But Bestfield?
Some may recall The Westfield Leader/Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times featured “Planet Westfield” as the
theme for one edition of our annual supplement, This
Is Westfield. And ever so often ex-councilman Sal

Caruana pens a guest column for this newspaper
under the “Planet Westfield” banner.

We believe the Downtown Task Force’s initia-
tives, some of which were adopted by the town
council last week, will help create more opportuni-
ties for downtown property owners to fill storefront
vacancies. But shouldn’t Westfield be marketed by
its given name? After all, people are no more likely
to come to “Bestfield” than Westfield if they still
can’t find a parking space near their shopping desti-
nation, although the additional 15-minute free spaces
will help. And getting an expensive ticket also does
not help matters. Why not name Westfield
“Stuckeyville,” after the fictional name in the 1990s
TV show “Ed,” of which opening credits and some
scenes were shot right here in Westfield, including at
the municipal building.

Closing Quimby Street a few more nights during
the Tuesday night Jazz Fest is a good move, in our
view. Perhaps the town could work with NJ Transit to
promote Sweet Sounds Downtown, as it is formally
called, and other events such as the Welcome Home to
Westfield promotion that kicks off the holiday shop-
ping season in town, to bring more visitors to Westfield.

We believe Westfield and towns like Cranford,
Summit and Millburn will need to continue to
strategize at changing their downtowns to ensure
they continue to be competitive. Shouldn’t we all
work together?

A Dad’s Greatest Legacy Is His
Presence In His Children’s Lives

This Sunday is our national celebration of the vital role
fathers play within the family unit and the special relation-
ship they have with their children. First forged when
fathers meet their newborns, it evolves over the years as
youngsters reach maturity, and continues throughout each
subsequent chapter of all of their lives.

Both fathers and mothers have a profound impact on the
kind of people their sons and daughters will become,
providing them with a blueprint for life through a blend of
love, wisdom and example. Fathers serve as role models
for their sons as they grow into manhood and, as the first
male presence in their daughters’ lives, can strongly
influence her future relationships.

Fathers are protectors, teachers and confidantes, help-
ing their children navigate a complicated world while
creating cherished memories. Whether he is rich or poor,
married or single, older or younger, the greatest gift a
father can give is his presence in his children’s lives.
Likewise, the absence of a father can leave a void his child
may spend a lifetime seeking to fill. True fatherhood goes
beyond the definition of the word. To quote author Anne
Geddes, “Any man can be a father. It takes someone
special to be a dad.”

Father’s Day was inspired by just such a parent who

lovingly embraced his role despite challenging circum-
stances. Sonora Smart Dodd of Spokane, Wash., origi-
nated the concept of a day to honor fathers after hearing a
Mother’s Day sermon in 1909, and was spurred by her
affection for her own father, a widowed Civil War veteran
left to care for six children. She began her mission in 1910
with a petition to the Spokane Ministerial Alliance. Area
clergy and government officials backed her campaign,
which through newspaper publicity eventually caught on
nationwide. A proclamation issued by President Lyndon
Johnson 51 years ago today — June 15, 1966 — desig-
nated the third Sunday of June as Father’s Day. President
Richard Nixon made it a permanent national holiday in
1972.

We wish a happy and healthy Father’s Day to all fathers,
grandfathers, foster fathers and all other men whose
paternal role enriches the life of some young person.
Additionally, we encourage sons and daughters to show
their love and appreciation, and not just on Father’s Day.
As always, we acknowledge those fathers who, due to
work, military service or other circumstances, cannot
share Father’s Day with their children this year, and
remind them that a strong bond with their offspring will
always transcend time and distance.

More letters pages 5, 18

IT’S SO HOT THAT
COWS ARE GIVING
EVAPORATED MILK!

Princess, Superheroes,
And Parents Welcome

to My Campaign Event
Westfield families are invited to

join me, Ward 4 candidate Dawn
Mackey, to some special fairy tale
and superhero guests for an enchanted
afternoon of fun, face painting, and
other activities on Sunday, June 25
from noon to 2 p.m. at the Westfield
Community Center at 558 West Broad
Street. This free event is open to all
Westfield residents.

I felt that a family event offered a
casual, fun, easy way for residents to
get to know me and for me to get to
know them. I’m looking forward to
seeing many new faces and to having
meaningful conversations about the
issues that matter most to our com-
munity. Mayoral candidate, Shelley
Brindle, will also be on hand to meet
and greet residents.

Dawn Mackey
Westfield Ward 4 Candidate

Dear Candidates: You are welcome
to submit letters/position pieces in
every edition up until and including
the Thursday, October 26 newspaper
edition. We will publish candidates’
letters as a public service at no charge.

Letters should be 250 to 500 words
and must be received no later than the
Monday morning of the week to be
published. Letters shall not include
personal attacks on opponents. Sign
your letters. No surrogate letters will
be accepted. Our readers seek discus-
sion of the issues, recommendations
and solutions.

Press releases regarding campaign

Candidate Letters Policy
events or fundraisers are deemed to
be advertising. Please contact
sales@goleader.com and our sales
team will be happy to assist you.
Advertising rates shall be equal for
all. See http://goleader.com/cgi-bin/
form.cgi?bulletin for further infor-
mation. Candidates that are not sub-
scribers, please be our guest to a free,
three-month trial subscription to the
newspaper. Sign up at goleader.com.
Include your customer number with
your letters to get priority consider-
ation.

This policy becomes effective June
22, 2017.


