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Union Catholic High School
Congratulates the Class of 2017
on obtaining a remarkable $36,144,592 in college scholarships.

1600 Martine Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-889-1600,Ext. 302 • www.unioncatholic.org

Bramnick Says His Bill
Would Stop Child Marriages

TRENTON – Assembly Republi-
can Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) has introduced legisla-
tion to stop child marriage in New
Jersey with extremely tough stan-
dards and a difficult burden of proof
that will make child marriage al-
most impossible, according to a
press release from the Assembly-
man.

“I am working to stop these mar-
riages now,” Mr. Bramnick said.

The bill, A-4883, would bar those
under age 16 from marrying or enter-
ing into a civil union, and only allow
those age 16 and 17 to marry if a state
Superior Court judge finds by clear
and convincing evidence that a denial
would result in substantial harm to
the minor. Substantial harm would be
an extremely difficult standard to
meet, according to the press release.

Last week Unchained At Last orga-
nized a Chain-In outside the State-
house, where some 30 people wore
bridal gowns and veils, with their
arms chained and mouths taped, to
protest Governor Chris Christie’s con-
ditional veto of A-3091, a bill that
would have made New Jersey the first
state to end child marriage.

In response to Mr. Bramnick’s in-
troducing A-4883, Unchained said it
was organizing an even larger Chain-
In on June 14 outside Mr. Bramnick’s
office.

“Christie and Bramnick have de-
clared war on girls,” said Fraidy Reiss,
executive director of Unchained At Last.

According to the organization,
some 3,600 children as young as

13 were married in New Jersey
between 1995 and 2014 – almost
all girls wed to adult men. More
than 105 of them were married,
with judicial approval, “to older
spouses with an age difference that
constitutes statutory rape,” accord-
ing to a press release from Un-
chained. “Yet Christie insisted with
his conditional veto that this same
failed judicial-review process now
be used for children at precisely
the ages, 16 and 17, when they face
the greatest risk of forced mar-
riage.”

“How can a human-rights abuse
ever be in a child’s ‘best interest’?”
Ms. Reiss said. “Instead of using this
offensive language to try to appease
Christie, I urge Bramnick to stand up
to the governor and override his out-
rageous veto.” 
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Guadagno Picks Steinhardt As
Next State GOP Chairman

Lieutenant Governor Kim
Guadagno, the Republican guberna-
torial nominee, has endorsed Doug
Steinhardt, an attorney with the law
firm of Florio Perrucci Steinhardt &
Fader, LLC, a former Lopatcong
Township mayor and current Warren
County Republican committee chair-
man, to lead the Republican State
Committee.

Kaper-Dale Calls Out Murphy
Guadagno In Governor’s Race
New Jersey Green Party guberna-

torial candidate Seth Kaper-Dale re-
cently hosted an online town hall. He
was asked, “What makes your plat-
form better than Phil Murphy’s?” His
response, “Everything makes my plat-
form better than Phil Murphy’s. And
I mean that.”

“The fact that a Goldman Sachs
billionaire...is the so-called ‘progres-
sive candidate’ is offensive...we have
people who can hardly make it in this
state...he does not believe in single-
payer Medicare for all…because he
is a friend to the health insurance
industry…”

He called Lieutenant Governor Kim
Guadagno, the Republican gubernato-
rial nominee,  a “(Chris) Christie-redux.”

Mr. Kaper-Dale said is a “strong
advocate” for single-payer medicare
for all. His platform includes raising
the minimum wage to $15 per hour,
“ending mass incarceration and the
legalization of marijuana.”

Lance Supports Repeal of
Dodd-Frank Law

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) has
supported the Financial Choice Act,
which repeals the Dodd-Frank Law.

“The Dodd-Frank Law is an ex-
ample of over-regulation costing jobs.
Forty-two community banks in New
Jersey have been put out of business
since the enactment of Dodd-Frank.
Despite having nothing to do with the
financial crisis, community banks,
their hundreds of employees and thou-
sands of customers have felt the brunt
of this law. The Choice Act repeals
onerous provisions of the law and
ends ‘too big to fail,’ putting big banks
on notice that they – not taxpayers –
will be on the hook for risky invest-
ments.”

Mr. Lance added that those who
have lost the most under Dodd-Frank
are those who can’t afford to take
their business elsewhere. “Those in
hardworking neighborhoods have
fewer options for services such as
free checking. One-size-fits-all finan-
cial policies from big banks have

meant higher thresholds for saving
accounts, for waiving of credit fees
and for other consumer options.”

Rep Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th), with an opposing view, said the
Financial Choice Act is “punishing
hard-working families to reward fi-
nancial institutions who are taking risks
on their future, our nation’s economic
prosperity and financial security.”

“Rolling back Dodd-Frank protec-
tions would disproportionately harm
New Jerseyans, a state that still leads the
nation in foreclosures. This bill threat-
ens our state’s existing consumer finan-
cial protections on payday lending, car
title loans, and other predatory lending
schemes,” the Congresswoman said.

JC Council Proposal Would
Require More Affordable Housing

A measure before the nine-member
Jersey City Council would require all
tax-abated Downtown properties in-
clude 20 percent affordable housing,
according to a nj.com news story.

Another proposal would require
developers seeking tax breaks to a
pay an extra fee that would go the
public school district.

Developers and unions say the
policy that would either discourage
development or persuade developers
to skip tax abatements. Without Jer-
sey City giving subsidies, developers
would have no requirements to hire
union labor and women and minority
contractors, according to the nj.com
report.

Comm. Policing Grant
Offered In Memory
Of Det. Tarentino

TRENTON —Attorney General
Christopher S. Porrino has announced
the creation of the Detective Mat-
thew L. Tarentino Community Polic-
ing Grant Program to provide grants
to police departments for innovative
programs aimed at fostering strong
police-community relations. The pro-
gram is named in honor of Detective
Tarentino, a Summit police officer
who was killed in an automobile acci-
dent on his way to work.

To commemorate Detective
Tarentino’s badge no. 121, the Attor-
ney General is making $121,000 in
state forfeiture funds available. At-
torney General Porrino urged police
departments to apply for individual
awards of up to $10,000 and honor
the fallen officer through their com-
munity policing efforts.

The Attorney General’s Office will
provide approved applicant police
departments with up to $10,000 in
state criminal forfeiture funds to sup-
port development and deployment of
community policing programs, ac-
tivities and events.

Application forms are posted on
the Attorney General’s website,
www.njpublicsafety.com.
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Cranford Board Moves
Hartz Mountain to July 19
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The application
by Hartz Mountain Industries, Inc. to
rezone 750 Walnut Avenue from com-
mercial to residential was adjourned
to Wednesday, July 19, by the plan-
ning board Wednesday at its work-
shop session due to the likelihood
that there would not be a quorum of
the board on Wednesday, July 5, the
date the applicant requested.

The applicant is proposing to build
five apartment buildings that would
in total house 905 apartments, as
well as two swimming pools and two
clubhouses, on the 30.5-acre parcel
of land adjacent to the Hyatt Hills
Golf Complex. Hartz Mountain In-
dustries also is requesting the parcel
be made an area in need of redevel-
opment.

Later in the meeting, board member
Dan Aschenbach, after reading the
land development law, asked why the
board cannot hold the hearing in Sep-
tember, stating the law says the board
can hear the applicant within 90 days
of the application being complete.

“We need to be prepared… We are
recommending the rezoning. It
shouldn’t be them pushing it toward
us,” Mr. Aschenbach said.

Some members of the public also
asked to hold the meeting after the
summer.

“Treating applicants differently than
other applicants is a very dangerous
thing to do,” Zoning Officer Ron
Johnson later said of the board holding
off an application hearing when there
are no applications on agendas for
earlier official meeting dates.

Residents also asked questions
about the application, which the board
said it could not discuss without the
applicant being present.

Two concerns of the public should
this proposal be developed is the in-
flux of children into already crowded
township schools, and the impact of
traffic, resident Christine Esposito of
Behnert Place, where a traffic light is
proposed by Hartz Mountain, told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “They would
have to build another school,” she
said. Vehicles are already backed up
at the traffic signal on Raritan Road
and Walnut since the shopping center
was built in Clark, she said.

Part of the residential component
would supply 139 affordable units, or
15 percent of the total 905 units, per
the fair share housing law.

Resident Lauren Latorre asked,
“Has the Township of Cranford met
its affordable-housing obligation?”

“Yes,” responded Mayor Thomas
H. Hannen, Jr., who also sits on the

planning board.
Another resident, James Nalepa,

asked if the township has left itself in
a position to be slapped with another
builder’s remedy lawsuit.

State Superior Court Judge Lisa
Chrystal had set in the final judgment
of repose for the builder’s remedy
lawsuit won by Cranford Develop-
ment Associates (CDA) that Cranford
supply 45 affordable-housing units by
December 31, 2018, Mayor Hannen
told The Leader and The Times.

Judge Chrystal, in March 2009,
had cited the township’s fair share
housing plan as seriously deficient,
and “Cranford still has an unmet hous-
ing obligation of 410 housing units.”

In reading the final judgment of
compliance, dated May 22, 2013, for
the lawsuit brought on by CDA, Judge
Chrystal declared the township has
an obligation to provide an indig-
enous need of 55 units, a prior round
of 138 units, plus a portion of the
third-round need of five units.

The Leader and The Times has at-
tempted to reach out to the township’s
affordable-housing attorney to clarify
and validate the township’s current
unmet need of affordable housing,
but received no response.

After the township purchased 215-
235 Birchwood Avenue property from
CDA, a subsidiary of S. Hekemian
Group, the township put out a request
for proposals (RFP) this year that sets
aside 15 percent as affordable-hous-
ing units. The RFP states proposals
can be for up to 225 units; so if built
to 225 with 15 percent allocated for
affordable housing, then that would
bring the township to meeting 33.75
affordable units. The township is to
receive bids Monday, June 19. The
remaining affordable units could po-
tentially be filled elsewhere in the
township before the year 2018 dead-
line, Mayor Hannen told The Leader
and The Times.

The township last endorsed a Hous-
ing Element and Fair Share Plan in
December of 2008, and is required by
state law to endorse a plan within
every 10 years. To date, the planning
board has yet to begin the process of
drafting a new Housing Element and
Fair Share Plan to recommend to the
township committee.

In other business, the board voted,
6-1-1, to go out for bids for a planner
to draft a new master plan, since the
current plan will expire in 2019. Mr.
Aschenbach voted against, and Mr.
Hannen abstained.

The board had gone into executive
session to discuss hiring an engineer
for the master plan, but did not vote to
go out to bid once the board came
back to open session.
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Fireworks Set for
July 1 in Scotch Plains
SCOTCH PLAINS —The Town-

ship of Scotch Plains will be hosting
its second annual Independence Day
Fireworks Celebration on Saturday,
July 1 at the Scotch Hills Golf Club.
Residents can begin entering the park
at 7 p.m. and the fireworks show will
start at dusk.

A rain date is in place for Sunday,
July 2, in the event of inclement weather.


