
Page 2  Thursday, June 15, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Rail Coalition Urges Fed
Funding For Gateway

REGION — The President’s Trans-
portation Infrastructure plan is being
rolled out this week, and for New
Jersey that means that all eyes should
be on securing funding for the long-
awaited Gateway project, according
to the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition.

“The Gateway Project is the most
important transportation infrastruc-
ture project in the United States and
includes new Hudson River tunnels,
the Portal Bridge replacement, and
reconstruction of New York’s Penn
Station,” said Somerset County Free-
holder Director and Rail Coalition
Chairman Peter S. Palmer.

“Gateway will ensure the security
of the vital connection between the
financial capital of the world, New
York; and Northern and Central New
Jersey,” he said. “That connection is
now at risk if the federal government’s
portion of the funding is eliminated.
The future of our region and New
Jersey’s economy is at risk and re-
quires immediate action.”

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
chairwoman of the RVRC Mayor’s
Committee said, “Mayors who have

the benefit of a train station in their
communities also have a responsibility
to ensure that residents have access to
safe and reliable transit. The steady
deterioration of our rail infrastructure is
already causing delays; we must offer
commuters a hope for improvement.”

The RVRC was established in 1998
on a bipartisan basis to advocate for
New Jersey rail commuters. The coa-
lition urges federal and state leaders
and legislators to aggressively lobby
to ensure federal funding for the Gate-
way project.

The goal of the RVRC is One-Seat-
Ride service to New York Penn Sta-
tion and an improved quality of com-
mute for struggling riders who face
daily challenges in simply getting to
work on time.

“Our residents, their quality of life,
and their property values will be ad-
versely impacted if our leaders do not
take responsibility to fully support
Gateway and work for its swift imple-
mentation,” Freeholder Palmer said.

“We urge everyone in the mega
region to support the Gateway
Project,” he said.

Lacey Rzeszowski ‘Thrilled’
By Momentum of Campaign
SUMMIT – Lacey Rzeszowski, one

of two Democratic nominees for New
Jersey’s General Assembly Legisla-
tive District 21, achieved a milestone
in in the June 6 Primary Election,
receiving more votes than any other
legislative candidate in this district,
according to a press release from her
campaign.

Ms. Rzeszowski and her Assembly
running-mate, David Barnett, were un-
opposed in the June 6 Primary Election.

Democratic turnout in the district
in 2017 was a three-and-a-half times
greater than in 2009, the most recent

comparable primary when the
governor’s seat was in play. Demo-
cratic turnout increased a dramatic
245 percent while Republican turn-
out in the 16-town district decreased
16.2 percent for the same period,
according to the release. This increase
surpasses statewide trends: Demo-
cratic voter turnout for the guberna-
torial election was up almost two-
and-a-half times or 146.5 percent for
the same period, 493,000 voters in
2017 versus  200,000 in 2009.

“We are thrilled with this momen-
tum,” Ms. Rzeszowski said. “Our
message is certainly resonating with
voters in District 21. They are clearly
demanding a representative in Tren-
ton who will put issues before party
and take action.”

To date, Ms. Rzeszowski has raised
over $70,000 for her campaign and
canvassed over 1,000 doors, listening
to the concerns of voters in each of the
16 towns in her district. Ms. Lacey
received 9,374 votes in the  Primary.

The candidate lives in Summit and
attended New York University with
help from a merit scholarship, gradu-
ating Summa Cum Laude with a
Bachelor’s of Art degree in Political
Science. She is a community leader
and coalition builder. Over the past 14
years she has spearheaded initiatives
to serve in-need populations, protect
the environment, promote arts educa-
tion, and prevent gun violence. She is
an active member of St. John’s
Lutheran Church, and she and her hus-
band, Ed, are the parents of three sons.

County to Assume Inspections
Of Vendors on County Property

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Office of
Health Management will now per-
form inspections and issue permits
to food vendors operating on
county property, Union County of-
ficials announced at last Thursday’s
Board of Chosen Freeholders meet-
ing.

Previously, a health official em-
ployed by the municipality where the
park or property is located would be
responsible for such oversight. Mov-
ing forward, county health inspec-
tors, employed by the Office of Health
Management, will be utilized to pro-
tect the consumer.

“County parks are the sites of many
exciting festivals and events through-
out the year. These events often have
food vendors that must have permits
and oversight performed,” Freeholder
Board Chairman Bruce H. Bergen
said.

The Freeholders unanimously
passed the resolution at last
Thursday’s meeting.

“Often municipal health officials
may have to be paid overtime or just
compensated for extra work per-
formed for a county-sponsored event.
In general, the idea was to lessen the
burden on municipal health depart-
ment resources,” Freeholder Chris
Hudak said.

Freeholder Linda Carter honored
ShonTe Smith of Plainfield with a
resolution acknowledging her com-
mitment to children in Ghana. Ms.
Smith, a preschool teacher, organized
book donation drives. She collected
3,000 books and donated them to a
library in Ghana.\

“I do not do these projects for
promotion of self. I love kids and
being a kid. To hear a project I
started over three years ago receive
recognition brings me to tears. I
will organize other projects to con-
tinue helping individuals,” said Ms.
Smith in addressing the Freeholder
board.

Freeholder Al Mirabella presented
a resolution acknowledging Union
County College Biology Professor
Tom Ombrello for his acorn collec-
tion project. Mr. Ombrello has con-
ducted a project to collect acorns
from historic trees throughout the
county. The acorns will be used to
grow trees.

He cares for a sapling that was
planted in the tree grove at Union
County College’s Cranford campus.

“This project was started over 26
years ago and is a passion of mine,”
the professor said.

“This whole project is a very im-
portant cause, and in short, is very
cool. I am excited to present this
recognition to Dr. Ombrello,” Free-
holder Mirabella said.

The Freeholder board, Prevention
Links and the county sheriff’s office,
county police department and
prosecutor’s office have launched a
pilot program to assist residents suf-
fering from addiction and substance
abuse. The board passed resolutions
authorizing $17,000 in funding for
the program and an additional
$150,000 for inpatient treatment beds.

The Community Law Enforcement
Addiction Recovery (C.L.E.A.R.)
program is available to members of
the public from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m.,
Tuesdays and Thursdays, at the
Union County Sheriff’s Office, base-
ment level of 27 Elizabethtown
Plaza, Elizabeth, and at Union
County Police Department headquar-
ters, 300 North Avenue East,
Westfield.
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SEEKING LIBRARY BOND ACT SUPPORT...Library advocates from Fanwood,
Scotch Plains, and Plainfield met this week at State Senator Nicholas Scutari’s (D-
22nd, Linden) office to ask him to co-sponsor the Library Construction Bond.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Carol Campell, Senator Scutari’s Chief of Staff
Ed Oatman, Phyllis Brown, and Mary Everson.

Library Advocates Push for
Construction Bond Act

LESSEN IN POLITICS...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, third from left, and
Westfield Town Council members Mark LoGrippo, left, David Oliveira, second
from left, and Keith Loughlin, right, spoke with Jefferson Elementary School
third-grade students about local government on Primary Election Day on June 6.

REGION — Library advocates
from Fanwood, Scotch Plains, and
Plainfield met this week at State Sena-
tor Nicholas Scutari’s (D-22nd, Lin-
den) office to ask him to co-sponsor
the Library Construction Bond Act.
The bipartisan bill, A-222/S-2171,
currently has the support of 42 legis-
lators and 25 libraries. First proposed
in 2016, the bill awaits committee
approval before it can be voted on by
the full State Legislature.

The bond act would authorize $125
million in general obligation bonds to
finance capital projects in public li-
braries, requiring a one-to-one match
from the municipality or county. A
September 2014 survey by the New
Jersey Libraries Association found a
“strong need” for capital funding for
physical improvements and techno-
logical updates in public libraries,

according to a press release submit-
ted by the Fanwood Menrial Library.

With the explosion of the Internet,
libraries’ role in the community has
been transformed. No longer just a
resource of printed material, libraries
have grown into globally wired com-
munity hubs.

“Our library is a perfect fit for this
legislation,” said Carol Campell,
president of the Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library. “We
have a 70-year-old building trying to
serve twice the population it was de-
signed for.” Noting that the library is
the most used public building in town,
“parents with strollers still cannot get
downstairs to the Children’s Depart-
ment, we routinely have seniors stand-
ing at popular programs, and there is
no place for an entrepreneur to re-
charge a phone.”

Wildlife Habitat Bill
OK’d By Assembly

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) and
Assemblywoman Assemblywoman
Nancy F. Muñoz (R-21st, Summit)
allowing homeowners to create na-
tive habitats on their properties by
planting native grasses, plants and
trees has been approved by the full
State General Assembly.

The Bramnick-Munoz bill, A-1069,
creates a private wildlife habitat certi-
fication program overseen by the De-
partment of Environmental Protection.

The inspiration for this legislation
came about four years ago when Mr.
Bramnick and his wife, Pat Brentano,
an environmental artist ,worked closely
with the stewardship department of
New Jersey Audubon to create a wild-
life habitat on their property.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING IN THE SPIRIT...Meaghan Murphy has been named the chief spirit
officer for Westfield. She holds rocks she painted and will hide through the town
for people to find as a way to express good spirit. She says the idea sprang from
CranfordRocks, where people of all ages paint rocks and hide them in the
neighborhood for people to find.

Running Co. to Be
Rebranded JackRabbit

TRENTON – JackRabbit, a na-
tional specialty running store retailer
that owns and operates the Westfield
Running Company as well as 65 other
stores, has announced that
JackRabbit is gradually rebranding
all of its stores under the JackRabbit
name.

JackRabbit also owns stores in
Princeton, Summit, Hoboken,
Morristown and Ridgewood.

Changes will take place over the
coming weeks.


