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SETTLE IN 
without SETTLING. Rightsizechoice.com

(908) 605-6509

A Part of Fellowship Senior Living

• FELLOWSHIP VILLAGE •

Newly available villa and 
duplex homes include:

Great living room
Beautiful full kitchen

Guest bedroom
Master bedroom suite

Den

Dining room
Garage

SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYSCIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

FOR THE KIDS...Brian Githens, Quinn Dursee, Charlie Callinan and Matt
Webb, pictured from left to right, participate in the Liam’s Room fourth annual
golf outing on June 2 at Roycebrook Golf Club in Hillsborough, N.J. All proceeds
went to benefit the mission of Liam’s Room, which is to insure that pediatric
palliative care is offered to all children facing a potentially life-limiting condition.
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that the engineering department
handles grants from the state De-
partment of Transportation, Mr.
Timko said he had helped bring in
more than $4 million in roadwork-
related grants.

“I’ll miss all the great people I’ve
met over the years, including my
friends at town hall,” Mr. Timko
told The Times, “but I won’t miss
the snowstorms!”

Mr. Ellis was a volunteer
firefighter for several years before
he was named chief 30 years ago
and is the longest-serving fire chief
in Union County. Mr. Mirabella
praised him as a “terrific fire chief,”
telling The Times that Mr. Ellis pro-
vided “outstanding incident com-
mand and fire-fighting experience.”
Mr. Ellis also has been involved for
many years with state and federal
forest fire-fighting groups.

Former councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella, who was the council’s
liaison to the fire department for
three years, told The Times that Mr.
Ellis, “made incredible contribu-
tions to our community, maintain-
ing a spirit of volunteerism in our
community in spite of too many
years of limited resources.” She said
that, under his leadership, “the role
of women in the fire department has
grown tremendously, with more and
more women joining the ranks and
earning much-deserved leadership
roles.” She added that Mr. Ellis also
“worked to reach back and pull new
leadership forward; as a result, new
leadership is ready to step forward
and continue his work.”

Mr. Atkins, the former township
manager, said that Mr. Ellis’ big-
gest legacy might be his efforts to
strengthen the mutual aid system in
Union County. “He did wonderful
work there,” he told The Times, not-
ing that the system has worked well
because it was operated directly by
the fire chiefs of the participating
towns.

Ms. Majeski was hired in 2001
after an embezzlement scandal in

truck operations.
Deputy Mayor Llewellyn Jones

proposed to his colleagues that spe-
cial permits be available that would
allow outdoor restaurant seating on
the township-owned hedge prop-
erty located next to the municipal
building on Park Avenue. Mr.
Robertson said special-use permits
— which currently are used mainly
by downtown restaurants for out-
door seating during the summer
months — would be the method for
allowing such use of the grassy prop-
erty and told the council he would
look further into possible next steps.

The council last week also ap-
proved a five-year contract between
the municipal government and the
union representing public works and
recreation employees. Two resolu-
tions totaling $19,900 also were
approved awarding contracts for
road work design and construction
management services to Mott
MacDonald. Mayor Smith an-
nounced two recently-received
county grants, one for $90,000 that
will be used mainly for road repair
work and a second for $20,000 that
will be used to install a bocce court
at Green Forest Park.

At the beginning of the meeting,
the council honored the three grand
marshals of the Memorial Day Pa-
rade, which was canceled due to
rainy weather. World War II veter-
ans Edward Miller and Joseph Nagy
and the son of the late Alan Ebersole
were given plaques and grand mar-
shal sashes.

permits from the state Department of
Environmental Protection.

Before the board decided to con-
tinue the hearing at its June 26 meet-
ing, Mr. Quinn, the engineer, showed
several exhibits setting out how cars,
garbage trucks and fire trucks could
safely maneuver on the proposed
roadway, which due to its length does
not require a cul-de-sac at its end.

Several neighborhood residents
spoke briefly to the board, with four
voicing approval for the plan and one
calling the present home “an eye-
sore.” A Johnson Street homeowner
raised concerns that the additional
homes might cause further conges-
tion on an already-narrow Johnson
Street.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BEAR CAPTURED...A truck arrives on Walnut Avenue in Cranford at 1:11 p.m.
on Monday to take away a bear found in Garwood. The bear had been spotted in
Mountainside and Westfield on Sunday night before its capture on Monday. It was
released back into the wild.

the finance department that saw
several hundred thousand dollars
stolen from township accounts.
Saying that she had a “perfect work
ethic,” Mr. Atkins recalled for The
Times that when he hired her, he
guessed it would take Ms. Majeski
six to 12 months to “straighten out
the mess” in the township’s finances
in the wake of the embezzlement.
“Lori probably had it done in 30
days,” he said, adding that, “of all
the CFOs in New Jersey, she’s in
the top five.”

Township Manager Mirabella
also had words of praise, saying
Ms. Majeski was “among the most
well-respected CFOs in Union
County and in New Jersey.” He told
The Times he “didn’t have to worry
about the way our budget and fi-
nances were handled,” and said fur-
ther that, “I have nothing but re-
spect for her.”

Ms. Majeski told The Times that
it was “my privilege to work for the
residents and with the council and
the talented employees of the town-
ship,” singling out Mr. Atkins, “who
gave me this opportunity.”

Garwood BOE Votes 5-4
To Retain Music Teacher

By JORDAN BURNELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Cheers erupted at
Tuesday’s Board of Education meet-
ing after the board voted to reinstate
music teacher Armando Gonzalez.

The board came to a 5-to-4 vote
after spending an hour and 15 min-
utes in executive session on whether
or not it was going to rehire Mr.
Gonzalez, the music teacher at Lin-
coln School. Mr. Gonzalez was the
director of the band and orchestra and
also helped the drama club and other
events with musical students.

During the section of the meeting
where citizens are allowed to voice
their opinions, several students, teach-
ers and parents went up to the micro-
phone to plead with the council to
reinstate Mr. Gonzalez.

“He took our small music depart-
ment and brought it up to date with
our surrounding towns,” said Denise
Ridente, when the floor opened up
for discussion.

The people who spoke on Mr.
Gonzalez’s behalf all characterized
him as the kind of teacher who under-

stands his students and tries to make
his band classes inclusive to every-
one, including students who are new,
shy, special education and more.

The people who spoke for him said
that he really gets his students and
teaches them coding and scales for a
combination of a modern and classic
learning experience.

He gave students self-confidence
and a foundation for future education
in music and beyond, they said.

In other business, Superintendent
of Schools Teresa Quigley, Ed.D.,
discussed the outcome of the New
Jersey QSAC, which stands for Qual-
ity Single Accountability Continuum.
QSAC judges school districts on how
they are doing with instruction and
programs, finances, personnel and
more.

“Last week we received a letter that
said that we were in compliance,”
Superintendent Quigley stated, which
drew applause from the audience. But
then she added, “But today we re-
ceived another letter that said that we
were not compliant.”

The area that the district is not
compliant in is the instruction and
programs section, where it received a
78 percent instead of the passing 80
percent. The superintendent said fur-
ther questions will be asked of QSAC
to see the final score for the district.

The board voted unanimously for
the 14 items of the Finance Commit-
tee agenda with the exclusion of Linda
Koenig, who was not present for this
part of the meeting. The items in-
cluded motions to approve a budget
transfer from last month, the payment
of $998,566 for May’s bills and more
to maintain enough money for the
next school year.

There was another unanimous vote
for two items of the Building and
Grounds Committee’s agenda, which
included use of the Garwood school
buses and drivers by the Garwood
Recreation Department and paying
$600 for five summer field trips.

The board had 21 items on its
agenda that it was looking to ap-
prove, and after executive session
added another item. Per the board’s
annual reorganization, these items
included sharing the business admin-
istrator contract between the Moun-
tainside Board of Education and the
Garwood board; rehiring Mr.
Gonzalez; having The Westfield
Leader as the designated official
newspaper of the Garwood Board of
Education, and the submission of a
waiver application to the New Jersey
Department of Education to permit
substitutes credentialing before the
notification of criminal history is re-
ceived. All of these items were ap-
proved unanimously with the excep-
tion of the rehiring of Mr. Gonzalez
and the additional item, which in-
volved hiring a secretary.

The next Garwood Board of Edu-
cation meeting will be held at Lincoln
School on Tuesday, August 15.

Westfield Expects to Save
$1.5 Mil. From Solar Panels

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Solar panels on
the roofs of five Westfield schools
will save the district more than $1.5
million over the next 15 years, the
Board of Education was told at
Tuesday’s meeting.

Since the beginning of the year,
panels have already been installed
on the roofs of Westfield High
School (WHS), Edison Intermedi-
ate School and Tamaques Elemen-
tary School, the Board of Education
heard at Tuesday’s meeting.

Work is ongoing to install panels
on the roofs of Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School and Wilson Elementary
School, Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan told board members.

Ms. Sullivan said the panels
would save the board $112,000 or
15 percent of their energy bills ev-
ery year for the next 15 years, which
is the expected life of a solar panel.

The panels are expected to be
fully functional from around the be-
ginning of the 2017-2018 school
year.

The appointment of a new assis-
tant principal for Edison Intermedi-
ate School was also announced at
the meeting.

Crystal Marsh will replace Mary
Asfendis who was recently ap-
pointed principal at Roosevelt In-
termediate School to replace
Stewart Carey who retires at the end
of the school year after 48 years
teaching in the district.

Ms. Marsh, who holds a master of
education degree from Columbia
University, is currently a science
teacher and grade team leader in the
Salk School of Science Middle
School in New York City.

Several of the district’s teachers
were celebrated by the board for
winning awards in 2017. The 2017
Westfield Optimist Club’s Interme-
diate Teachers of the Year are Cecilia
Valdes-Dalton, a special education
teacher at Edison, and James Doyle,
band teacher at Roosevelt.

The two middle school principals
were full of praise for their award-
winning teachers.

Matt Bolton, principal at Edison,
said: “Cecilia is a positive force in
the lives of her students, their par-

ents and her colleagues. The stu-
dents that Cecilia serves are so for-
tunate to have her as their mentor
and educator.”

And Roosevelt Principal Stewart
Carey said, “We have so many bands
at Roosevelt. Every band you can
name because James meets every
kid at the level of their needs. He
touches children in a special way.
When I announced the Teacher of
the Year, I could hear all the chil-
dren screaming at one time.”

John Brzozowski, WHS choral
director, won the Parent Teacher
Student Organization (PTSO) Out-
standing Teacher of the Year Award,
Molly Dennis, a WHS science
teacher, won the Distinguished
Teacher of the Year Award and
Daniel Devlin, WHS theatre direc-
tor, won the Above and Beyond
Award, which recognizes a teacher
who has made a difference in the
life of a child who is struggling
either socially, emotionally or aca-
demically. Custodian Kevin
Womack won the Robert and Linda
Foose Memorial Award for his on-
going kindness and cooperation.

WHS Principal Derrick Nelson
said, “These four individuals exem-
plify what it means to put the kids
first. You make us better and we, as
a district, are blessed by it.”

The board also recognized ath-
letic excellence in the form of a
student team.

The Ultimate Frisbee team won its
second consecutive state champion-
ship last month and will finish the
season as one of the top 10 teams in
the USA.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan, Ed.d, gave an overview of
the issues the board would be looking
at in the near future as part of the
district’s strategic plan.

Edlines, the current operating sys-
tem for all the school websites, is to be
phased out and the district needs to
consider what its future web presence
will be. The board will also be looking
at the feasibility and community sup-
port for a full-day kindergarten and
considering increasing its current pro-
vision of special needs education.

Ms. Sullivan said work would be-
gin later this week on the refurbish-
ment of the auditoriums at Roosevelt
and Edison Schools and seats that are
removed would be on sale for $50 for
two seats, $75 for three and $90 for
four. Anyone who is interested in
buying any of the seats is asked to
contact Donna Kenney at
donnakenneyny@gmail.com. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the PTC Scholar-
ship Fund.

Three board positions will be open
for election this year and anyone
who wishes to stand for election
should submit their nominating peti-
tion by the state’s Monday, July 31
filing deadline for the November
School Election. The positions of
board members Peggy Oster, Mark
Friedman and Christopher Langhart
will be up for re-election. Mr. Fried-
man has announced he will not be
seeking a third term.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO WORK YET AT ORCHARD BROOK...Pictured above are fallen banks of
Orchard Brook in Cranford. The township thus far has not applied for any grant
funding for work on Orchard Brook.
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