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Downtown Committee to Meet
With Business, Property Owners

Spots Left for Boys and Girls
Summer Basketball League

Planning Board to Continue
Subdivision Hearing

Three Department Heads Set
To Retire In Scotch Plains

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The down-
town redevelopment committee
plans to hold a public session with
commercial property owners and
business owners next month to al-
low the business community to in-
teract with committee members as
the group’s efforts to revitalize the
commercial district move forward.

Mayor Alexander Smith an-
nounced the Wednesday, July 19
session, likely to be held at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, at the
township council’s conference
meeting last Wednesday. He said
the program will include a presen-

tation by the committee and its ex-
perts followed by an opportunity
for all parties to interact in what the
mayor hoped will be an “informal”
session. The downtown committee,
which was formed at the start of the
year, was set to hold its third meet-
ing last night.

Last month, the council approved
a resolution authorizing the plan-
ning board to undertake a prelimi-
nary investigation into redevelop-
ing a large portion of the downtown
business district, primarily along
the Park Avenue corridor. The reso-
lution included language that al-
lows the township government to

use “all of the powers” provided by
the State Legislature “for use in a
redevelopment area, including the
use of eminent domain,” an issue
certain to be raised at the July 19
meeting. All business and property
owners will be formally notified of
the meeting, the mayor said.

In other business, Mayor Smith
addressed some concerns that were
raised last month when the council
approved a bid for interior renova-
tions to the Shady Rest building at
Scotch Hills Country Club. The
$376,000 bid submitted by Reli-
able NYC of Stanhope was well
below those of four other bidders,
leading Councilman John Del Sordi,
Jr. to raise concerns about the “aw-
ful big spread” between the win-
ning bid and the others as well as
the quality of work that would be
performed and whether Reliable
NYC’s workers would be paid fairly.

“We did our due diligence twice”
in the weeks since the council’s May
16 approval, the mayor said, noting
that the project’s architect was con-
sulted and Reliable NYC’s refer-
ences were rechecked. “We have a
good supplier for this project,” the
mayor concluded, adding that offi-
cials would be closely monitoring
the project, which Township Man-
ager Al Mirabella said is set to start
on Saturday, July 1.

In other matters, the council will
soon consider possible ordinances
regulating the operations of food
trucks in or near the downtown busi-
ness district. A food truck recently
began operations on Forest Road
near Westfield Avenue, and Mr.
Mirabella said that the apparently-
popular truck has been causing some
congestion and safety concerns in
the weeks since its operations be-
gan. Township Attorney William
Robertson said he will draft ordi-
nances that provide the council with
different options for overseeing food

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Three long-
serving township government depart-
ment directors, with nearly 80 years
of combined experience, are retiring
at the end of this month, and Town-
ship Manager Al Mirabella says it has
been “a real challenging job to fill
one of these positions, let alone three.”

Public Works Director Joseph
Timko began working for the munici-
pal government 32 years ago in the
engineering department. Jonathan
Ellis has been township fire chief
since mid-1987, while Chief Finan-

cial Officer Lori Majeski is winding
up a 16-year career in Scotch Plains
after stints in several other towns.

Announcements about who will fill
the trio of positions — actually, eight
positions — are expected to be made
at next Tuesday’s township council
meeting. Mr. Timko presently serves
as director of public works and assis-
tant township engineer. Mr. Ellis,
besides being fire chief, also serves
as township fire official and fire sub-
code officer, while Ms. Majeski also
wears three hats: CFO, tax collector
and qualified purchasing agent.

Mr. Timko has been assistant engi-
neer since he began his employment
32 years ago and was named acting
public works director in 2013 before
assuming the position permanently
two years later while continuing with
his engineering duties. Mr. Mirabella,
who has been municipal manager
since the beginning of 2015, praised
Mr. Timko, calling him a “good, solid
public servant” who kept the engi-
neering department “in good shape
for 30-plus years.”

He told The Scotch Plains-Fan-

wood Times that all of Mr. Timko’s
work “was really top-notch” and said
he was “a real good advocate for the
residents.” When the public works
director’s job opened up two years
ago, “I looked to Joe immediately,”
he said. Mr. Mirabella commended
Mr. Timko’s efforts at improving the
township’s leaf-collection and snow-
plowing services in recent years.

Thomas Atkins, who served as
township manager from 1980 to 2008,
said Mr. Timko had “a terrific atti-
tude” and was “always prompt and
diligent. Any engineer he worked with
would tell you the same thing.” He
told The Times that “the town is going
to miss him.”

Mr. Timko said he was proud of his
work in setting up the sewer utility in
2009 and the meticulous effort in-
volved in ensuring accurate billing
for the several thousand individual
properties that would be billed. He
recalled spending a great deal of time
meeting with residents in the initial
months to clear up any confusion
about how the billing worked. Noting

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – As summer
basketball league season approaches,
spots remain open for both boys and
girls from third grade to ninth grade.
Grade eligibility is based on the ap-
proaching education year. Whether
boys and girls will play separate re-
mains undecided and is based upon
total turnout for each specific gender,
the Scotch Plains Recreation Depart-
ment announced at Monday’s recre-
ation commission meeting.

Currently, for each age group 50 or
more boys have registered. Registra-
tion for each girl’s age group varies
from 11 to 14 individuals for certain
age groups and more for others.

“Our goal this year was to have
separate leagues for boys and girls.
However, if enrollment does not in-
crease we may have to consolidate the
age groups to play co-ed,” Assistant
Recreation Director Julie Buonaguro
told commission members.

“Last year’s league was co-ed. It is
exciting for variations in play regard-
ing team structure, co-ed or not.
Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents
always have first opportunity for sign-
ups. There has been interest from
families in other towns. The league
will be educational, recreational, and
self-challenging. It is not meant to
have a tournament or AAU struc-
ture,” Recreation Director Matt
Mercurio added. Anyone interested
in signing up or learning more about
the league should contact Mr.
Mercurio at (908) 322-6700, exten-
sion no. 220.

The P.A.L. wrestling program may
be a part of the recreation depart-
ment. “Folks from the wrestling pro-

gram have asked if the program can
be under the recreation umbrella. Our
goal is to assist the children of this
town in every way possible. The rec-
reation department will do everything
possible to help the wrestling pro-
gram,” Mr. Mercurio said.

“The decision will be discussed
further on what is the best decision to
enhance the program moving forward.
Wrestling program representatives
will present their vision for the pro-
gram at an upcoming recreation com-
mission meeting. They should directly
state how we can assist. Furthermore,
we will discuss the positive and pos-
sible negatives of the wrestling pro-
gram not existing as a P.A.L. type
program and existing as a recreation
commission program,” Mr. Mercurio
said.

“A few wrestling parents mentioned
doing what is necessary to ensure a
healthy program future. They men-
tioned bringing in skilled coaches to
enable the process. The parents sug-
gested working with the recreation
commission and expert coaches would
benefit the most skilled, and unskilled,
yet inspired young wrestlers,” Recre-
ation Commissioner Shawn Johnson
said.

Jam Kancer in the Kan, an event
benefiting children’s cancer research,
will take place in the fall. The event
has raised $125,000 in three years.
Last year’s event raised $70,000. “The
event is truly amazing for the com-
munity and the cause is excellent. It’s
a fun time and because it is building
such an attraction, discussions are
being had on what location in town is
best,” Recreation Commissioner Col-
leen Gialanella said. A final location
has not been decided on for the event.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board will resume a hearing on
Monday, June 26, to consider ap-
proving a minor subdivision applica-
tion.

Victor Beqaj is seeking to divide a
lot located at 660 Emil Place into
three lots, two of which will be non-
conforming with regard to lot size,
and then build three new single-fam-
ily homes. Presently on the site there
is a two-family house at the end of
Emil Place that Mr. Beqaj’s attorney,
Stephen Hehl, described as “dilapi-
dated” and in “extremely poor condi-
tion.” Emil Place itself also is in “bad
condition,” according to Mr. Hehl.

The board at its meeting on Mon-
day decided to put off final consider-
ation of the application because fire
department officials had not yet
weighed in on the proposed narrow
street that will provide access to the
three new homes. Engineer Thomas
Quinn said the street would be 20 feet
wide for about two-thirds of its length,

versus the 28 feet typically required,
and then widen to 37 feet near where
the street dead ends. Planning Board
Engineer Paul Ferriero raised the
question of whether emergency ve-
hicles, especially large fire trucks,
would be able to safely get in and out
of the street.

Mayor Alexander Smith, noting the
absence of any report from the fire
department, said he would “feel more
comfortable” with the department’s
input before voting on the applica-
tion. Board Chairman Joseph Doyle
agreed, saying the board was not set
to make a decision before getting
input from fire officials. He asked
that someone from the department be
present at the board’s June 26 meet-
ing.

The narrower-than-normal road-
way was necessitated by a storm wa-
ter drainage stream that runs along-
side much of Emil Place near to the
Johnson Street intersection. Addition-
ally, Mr. Ferriero said more research
needs to be done regarding possible
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN FULL SWING...The grand marshals of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade, canceled due to rain, were
honored at last week's Scotch Plains Township Council meeting. Pictured, from left to right, are: Parade Committee
Chairman Ralph Checchio, Mayor Alexander Smith, grand marshals Joseph Nagy and Ed Miller, along with Richard
Ebersole, son of the late Alan Ebersole, also a grand marshal, and Construction Official Robert LaCosta.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN FULL SWING...With Jersey Fresh produce ranging from tomatoes to corn to
peaches, the Scotch Plains Farmers’ Market is in full swing every Saturday in the
municipal parking lot on Park Avenue.

GIRL CODE...The Park Middle School Girls Who Code Club graduated 13
coders from their 2016-2017 class. Throughout the academic year, girls from
grades 5 through 8 met once a week after school and were introduced to
computer science concepts. The club year concludes with a “CS (Computer
Science) Impact Project,” where they design, build and test code they developed
applying computer science concepts to solve a problem relevant to the classroom
and community. At their club graduation held on June 6, coders from Park
Middle School, initially having minimal to no exposure to computer science,
showcased eight CS Impact Projects that were created using Scratch and
Python. Jocelyn Dumaresq, far right, principal of Park Middle School, is
pictured with club members at their graduation.

BI-LITERATE...On June 5 the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
recognized student accomplishments in the areas of academics, extracurricular
activities and athletics that were exceptionally meritorious. Pictured receiving
the Seal of Biliteracy from the State of New Jersey are: Sebastian Angulao,
Jackeline Calderon, Sebastian Chinchilla, Natalie Choque, Kiara Cruz, Daniela
Fonseca, Justin Greenman, Ryan Kessler, Max Lusk, Ian MacPherson, Max
Mazursky, Simon Oster, Christian Roman, Lukas Stein, Isaac Velasquez and
Alison Zimmerman.
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