
Page 10 Thursday, June 15, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYSCIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

 
 

 

SETTLE IN 
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A Part of Fellowship Senior Living

• FELLOWSHIP VILLAGE •

Newly available villa and 
duplex homes include:

Great living room
Beautiful full kitchen

Guest bedroom
Master bedroom suite

Den

Dining room
Garage

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
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FOR THE KIDS...Brian Githens, Quinn Dursee, Charlie Callinan, and Matt
Webb, pictured from left to right, participate in the Liam’s Room fourth annual
golf outing on June 2 at Roycebrook Golf Club in Hillsborough, NJ. All proceeds
went to benefit the mission of Liam’s Room, which is to insure that pediatric
palliative care is offered to all children facing a potentially life-limiting condition.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
IMPORTANT ROLE...Cranford First Aid Squad and Emergency Medical Ser-
vices personnel were honored at Tuesday night’s township meeting. Pictured at
the podium is Kent Lucas.

Board of Adjustment OKs
Proposals for Renovations

Security Issues Focus of
Cranford BOE Meeting

Robyn Orr-Gioffre for The Westfield Leader Leader
CAPTIVE AUDIENCE...A captive audience watches the Cranford school district’s
employee retirement recognition ceremony Monday night.

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford Board
of Education members, along with
Superintendent of Schools Marilyn
Birnbaum, spoke about security is-
sues in the Cranford schools, and
responded specifically to one
resident’s concerns, at Monday
night’s board of education meeting.

Resident and parent Heather Tuttle
stood before the board to speak about
security issues when the schools are
opened to the public for elections.

Ms. Tuttle told the board that when
she realized her child’s school would
be open to the public during the
Primary Election held on June 6, she
had “a bit of a panic attack,” and
made the decision to take her child
out of school.

“Ultimately, it’s our children’s se-
curity,” Ms. Tuttle told the board,
and pointed out that some of the
middle-school children reported be-
ing in the bathroom with the general
public.

Ms. Tuttle further commented that
she viewed these schools open dur-
ing election as “un-secure” in most
cases, noting that the people who are
posted at the doors during an elec-
tion “provide no safety.”

Ms. Tuttle asked the board to con-
sider other options, like giving the
students the day off when there is an
election and asked the board for
“feedback” about the issue and a
response as the matter is worked
through.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Robert Carfagno told
board members the Union County
Board of Elections creates the rules
in regards to the voting process and
makes certain the district adheres to
these rules.

Mr. Carfagno made clear that it is
illegal to lock the front door during
the voting process and told the board
it is not permitted to ask voters to
offer identification of any sort.

Superintendent Birnbaum told the
board she had “several communica-
tions” in regards to the security mat-
ter surrounding the Primary and was
aware that this was an issue of con-
cern for parents.

One suggestion the superintendent
made was to secure a bathroom that
is exclusively for the workers in-
volved in the voting process, “so
they don’t go through the whole
building.” She also suggested local
churches could be looked into as an
alternate location for voting.

In other business, the board autho-
rized the acceptance of grant funds
from the Cranford Fund for Educa-
tional Excellence for 2017-2018 for
an amount totaling $22,920.

The Cranford BOE held a special
ceremony to honor retiring faculty
members and Cranford High School
students for their achievements.

Retirees Frank Barto, Lynn Berry,
Jennifer Casey, Fiona Clark, Joan
Crincoli, Margaret Everhart, Jo Ann
Jackson, Louis Loprete, Ann
McGovern, Eugene Melleno, Angelo
Paternoster, Patricia Pavlak,
Maureen Rapach, Beth Rudofsky,
Mary Slocum, Dale Weber and Joan
Weeks were commended by the
board and Superintendent Birnbaum
for their years of service in the Cran-
ford school district.

The Cranford BOE deemed these
faculty members “valued employ-
ees” and extended praise and grati-
tude for their “dedicated service and
contributions toward the enrichment
of the lives of all those they have
educated and served during their ten-
ure,” as stated in the resolution passed
by the BOE.

The board also congratulated
Hunter Brogan and Kelly McMahon
on the completion of their shared
term as student liaison to the BOE
for the 2016-2017 school year.

Cranford High School Principal
Mark Cantagallo, along with the
board and Superintendent Birnbaum,
acknowledged more than 290 Cran-
ford High School students who par-
ticipated in a Board of Education-
sponsored activity or event and
achieved an award or honor at the
county, state or national level.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, June
26.

By SHANNA C. KELLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of ad-
justment Monday night heard applica-
tions for potential renovations for houses
and businesses in town.

Robert Hickey’s application to con-
struct an in-ground pool at 725 Dorian
Road was reviewed at the meeting. The
pool would measure 909 square feet
with a 1,126-square-foot patio and a
retention basin and plants for runoff. He
also plans to put up a wrought-iron fence.
The application was approved as long as
the fence meets all the requirements and
the retention basin is reviewed.

Estela Tarradellas was approved for
a two-story addition including a deck
and front porch at 1021 Coolidge Av-
enue as long as both remain open. Ms.
Tarradellas will live on the first floor
and utilize the second floor for when
her family visits.

An application for solar panels on
the front and back roof of Ronald and
Sharon Allen’s house at 118 North
Scotch Plains Avenue was approved.

Typically, solar panels are placed on
the back roof to maintain the aesthetic
features of homes. However, their
neighbor’s tree shades a lot of their back
roof, disenabling them from optimizing
their potential energy from the panels.

According to Mr. Allen, the energy
from panels on the front and back roofs
would be about 69 percent of the en-
ergy that they use.

“If I only put them in the back, it will
not be worth my financial opportunity,”
Mr. Allen said.

The Allens also live on a corner,
making it irrelevant where the panels
are placed since they can be seen from
any angle.

The panels will only be about four
inches high, and the Allens plan to re-
roof their house with black shingles to
make the black solar panels less notice-
able. The application was approved as
long as the applicant testifies that they
will have dark roof panels.

Liana and Michael Revok’s applica-
tion to build a one-and-a-half-car ga-
rage at 414 Lenox Avenue was ap-
proved as long as the garage matches
the house and the current shed is re-
moved.

As of now, no garage exists on the
property; the applicants only have a
shed. The garage would allow them to
keep a car in the garage and store what

is in their shed now. This complies with
a recent town ordinance to have houses
that have at least a one-car garage.

“It’s pretty simple,” Mr. Revok told
the board. “It moves toward what you
want.”

W. Eric Wnuck of 109 Surrey Lane
was approved to remove an existing
rear deck and replace it with a porch/
deck with an overhang as long as it
remains open. The application is for
expansion of a nonconforming lot.

“If we don’t do the variance, I think
it actually takes away from the integrity
of the property,” Mr. Wnuck said.

Additionally, Jennifer and William
McSweeney were approved for a two-
story addition for their house at 750
First Street. The McSweeneys also do
not have a garage, but despite the recent
ordinance calling for garages with
houses, they have been permitted to
have other construction since a garage
currently is not in their budget.

The owners of Creative Beginnings,
a child care center at 808 South Avenue
West, are looking to turn the basement
into an area with two classrooms, a
bathroom and storage area. Currently,
they use the first and second floors for
the center and the basement as storage.

The basement has been approved by
the state and the application was ap-
proved by the Westfield board with a
stipulation of the state approval to be
checked.
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Music Teach.

Commissioner Ann Dooley an-
nounced a list of roads to be paved this
year. Details are available on the town-
ship website.

Girl Scout Silver and Gold Award
announcements were made. Mary Grace
MacNamara received the Gold Award
for her work at Morristown Children’s
Hospital, where she created a support
group for diabetic youth.

Mikayele Grohol, Isabelle Hunt, Julia
Butka and Madison Weischadle re-
ceived their Silver awards.

Cranford First Aid Squad and Emer-
gency Medical Services personnel were
honored. Members recognized included
Cadet Abe Pritzker, Kent Lucas, Cristian
Sevilla, Sue Lucas, Miranda Whelan,
President Kailyn Grant, Luis Lopez
and Andrea Crespo.

Department of Education to permit
substitutes credentialing before the
notification of criminal history is re-
ceived. All of these items were ap-
proved unanimously with the excep-
tion of the rehiring of Mr. Gonzalez
and the additional item, which in-
volved hiring a secretary.

The next Garwood Board of Edu-
cation meeting will be held at Lincoln
School on Tuesday, August 15.
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Solar Panels
the life of a child who is struggling
either socially, emotionally or aca-
demically. Custodian Kevin Womack
won the Robert and Linda Foose Me-
morial Award for his ongoing kind-
ness and cooperation.

WHS Principal Derrick Nelson
said, “These four individuals exem-
plify what it means to put the kids
first. You make us better and we, as a
district, are blessed by it.”

The board also recognized athletic
excellence in the form of a student
team and two individual perfor-
mances.

The Ultimate Frisbee team won its
second consecutive state champion-
ship last month and will finish the
season as one of the top 10 teams in
the USA.

Keren Moncayo and Phillip Dwyer,
were recognized for their exceptional
performances in the athletic arena.

Keren Moncayo, who broke her
own record twice during the season,
set a new school record by throwing
the javelin 128 feet, 1 inch and won
county championships in both discus
and javelin.

Phillip Dwyer stands in sixth place
in the history of WHS for his long
jump of 22 feet, 8 inches that won him
the sectional championship. He was
the team’s strongest high jumper with
a personal best of 6 feet, 2 inches and
also competed in the 100-meter and
200-meter relays.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan, Ed.d, gave an overview of
the issues the board would be looking
at in the near future as part of the
district’s strategic plan.

Edlines, the current operating sys-
tem for all the school websites, is to
be phased out and the district needs to
consider what its future web presence

will be. The board will also be look-
ing at the feasibility and community
support for a full-day kindergarten
and considering increasing its cur-
rent provision of special needs edu-
cation.

Ms. Sullivan said work would be-
gin later this week on the refurbish-
ment of the auditoriums at Roosevelt
and Edison Schools and seats that are
removed would be on sale for $50 for
two seats, $75 for three and $90 for
four. Anyone who is interested in
buying any of the seats is asked to
contact Donna Kenney at
donnakenneyny@gmail.com. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the PTC Scholar-
ship Fund.

Three board positions will be open
for election this year and anyone
who wishes to stand for election
should submit their nominating peti-
tion by the state’s Monday, July 31
filing deadline for the November
School Election. The positions of
board members Peggy Oster, Mark
Friedman and Christopher Langhart
will be up for re-election. Mr. Fried-
man has announced he will not be
seeking a third term.
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GW Council
qualitative and quantitative factors
were weighed by council. Over four
different planning firms were consid-
ered,” said borough-hired attorney
William Northgrave of the law firm
of Mcmanimon, Scotland, and
Baumann.

“While the costs may be paid
upfront now by Russo; for our
borough’s planner and extra legal rep-
resentation, the costs will be factored
into their final revenue and negoti-
ated development model. Additional
costs for developers can equate to
additional building on site,” Mr. Wil-
liam Nierstedt said.

“At (the) last meeting, when we
disclosed the new planning firm to
the public, perhaps I could have given
more reason to why I voted for the
firm. I did so for qualitative reasons
and because they stood out as the best
firm out of four. Based on the deal
they provided,” Council President
Sara Todisco said.

The council unanimously decided
to “table,” or send back for planning
board review, an ordinance allowing
all corner properties to install six-
foot closed fences. In accordance with
borough statutes, land ordinances are
sent to the planning board for review.
The planning board has 35 days to
provide comment and a suggestion
for council. The commentary can, but
does not have to be followed.

“The planning board is responsible
for developing and analyzing our land
use ordinances. Perhaps, this is one
they can revisit and explain further
why the ordinance is not favored by
them,” Mayor Lombardo said.

“Usually commentary on a pend-
ing ordinance sent by our planning
board to council, whether positive or
negative, is detailed on why the board
is in favor or not. In this case, the
planning board in its official corre-
spondence stated they do not support
six-foot closed fences on corner lots.
(This is the) first time in a long time or
ever an ordinance was not supported
by the planning board without a de-
scription why the ordinance is prob-
lematic. Which is okay; however, in
this case, the mayor and council are
asking for further details as to why the
planning board finds the ordinance
problematic,” Borough Administra-
tor/Clerk Christina M. Ariemma said.

“I support personal property rights.
Why should corner lots be subject to
less privacy than a middle lot or any
other property? I believe if a property
abides by official setbacks or the prop-
erty is on the homeowner’s property,
the homeowner is entitled to as much
privacy as they choose,” Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro said.


