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projected the construction costs
aggressively lower than we ex-
pected. My firm analyzed the
interest rate the developer was
paying, the revenue percentage
they were willing to pay back to
the borough, and their profit
margin. We deem it to be a very
reasonable deal for the borough
when analyzing the profit mar-
gins and risk the developer is
working with,” Ms. Edwards said.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
said she voted against the agree-
ment and does not support “the
development or the developer.”

“I see this as a break-even in
the long run for Garwood at best,”
Councilwoman Cuccaro said.

“When you do a PILOT the tax-
payer ends up holding the bag,”
Councilwoman Cuccaro said.

Mr. Northgrave responded that,
“It would be impossible for Aca-
cia to project the costs the new
[development] will place on the
borough budget. Most impor-
tantly, the variables do not exist
and the goal is most of the [units]
will be rented to commuters.”

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
that, “As a council we are going
to make sure we do not lose
money and act prudently. Af-
fordable-housing measures in
New Jersey have put us between
a rock and a hard place. We all
know that. Making smart deci-
sions with what we can will mat-
ter.”

Garwood resident Horace
Corbin said that, “As a resident,
I am tired of worrying about the
developer’s return and not what
is best for Garwood. Look at towns
that have allowed PILOT pro-
grams. One example is Jersey
City. PILOT programs bankrupt
cities and that is a fact. The
website timesnj.com depicts a
scientific model for the cost of
government and the cost added
households will place on bor-
ough resources.”

“We, as taxpayers, will pay 75
percent of the cleanup costs

through tax incentives one way
or another back to the devel-
oper. The developer has shaved
low-income households from this
development, increasing their
profit margin. Why are we not
holding the developer to a stricter
standard?” Garwood resident Ri-
chard McCormack asked. “Let’s
look at towns who have adopted
low-income housing and PILOT
programs — Irvington, Trenton,
Camden and Jersey City, to name
a few. Are these desirable places
to live?”

Former councilman Jim Mathieu
also attended Tuesday’s meet-
ing.

“I want to thank Joseph Sarno
for choosing the least worst deal
possible. Sometimes it is easy to
get lost in opposition. It takes
true leadership to focus on the
nitty gritty in a bad situation to
turn it positive. At least make it
the best it can be.”

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son asked the council to table the
ordinance.

“It seems as if no one is doing
any work for our residents. I
mean I guess we can thank Jo-
seph Sarno for doing something
at least. When you look at the
numbers, Russo is claiming it
costs $11.5 million for the demo-
lition and environmental cleanup.
That seems inordinately high.
Russo plans on selling the project
in seven years, in 2024. How
tight can his margins really be?
These are things we need to con-
sider. Instead of negotiating a
revenue share of 12 percent in
later years (of the agreement),
there have been negotiations
awarding up to 15 percent rev-
enue share. We could have ne-
gotiated 2 percent of construc-
tion costs, that’s $1.6 million a
year.”

According to the borough’s
website, Garwood had over 5,400
residents in 1960. Currently, the
borough has an estimated popu-
lation of 4,300 residents.

Garwood Hears on Field Complex
CRANFORD

Tuesday, June 27, Ricky Dobbs,
29, of Newark was arrested on
charges of possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of paraphernalia
after a 2006 Chrysler was stopped
at the intersection of Raritan Road
and Coleman Avenue for an equip-
ment violation. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police
located marijuana inside the ve-
hicle. The driver, Dobbs, was ar-
rested, processed and released
pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. Dobbs also was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
unclear plates and possessing a
controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) inside a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, July 4, Michael
Martinho, 34, of Elizabeth was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous
substance (heroin) and posses-
sion of paraphernalia after a 2003
Mercedes was stopped at the in-
tersection of East North Avenue
and the Garden State Parkway
Southbound entrance ramp for a
seatbelt violation. Following an
investigation at the scene, police
located heroin inside the vehicle.
The driver, Martinho, was ar-
rested, processed and released
pending a Superior Court appear-
ance. Martinho was issued motor
vehicle summonses for failure to
wear a seatbelt and possessing a
CDS inside a motor vehicle.

James Madison University
Tells 2017 Spring Dean's List
HARRISONBURG, Virg. – James

Madison University announced the
following students made the dean's
list for the spring 2017 semester.

Haley Latourette of
Mountainside, who is majoring in
political science and is scheduled
to graduate in 2017.

Patrick McCusker of Westfield,
who is majoring in political sci-
ence and is scheduled to gradu-
ate in 2017.

Morgan Garofola of Cranford,
who is majoring in nursing and is
scheduled to graduate in 2018.

Laura Streaman of Westfield,
who is majoring in media arts
and design and is scheduled to
graduate in 2017.

Shanna Kelly of Westfield, who
is majoring in media arts and
design and is scheduled to gradu-
ate in 2019.

Catherine Meixner of Westfield,
who is majoring in media arts
and design and is scheduled to
graduate in 2017.

Kristin Leu of Cranford, who is
majoring in marketing and is
scheduled to graduate in 2018.

Cameron Kutzer of Cranford,
who is majoring in marketing and
is scheduled to graduate in 2017.

Kayla Rodrigues of Westfield,
who is majoring in marketing and
is scheduled to graduate in 2017.

Jennifer Tresnan of Westfield,
who is majoring in interdiscipli-
nary liberal studies and is sched-

uled to graduate in 2017.
Jane Aronds of Westfield, who

is majoring in hospitality man-
agement and is scheduled to
graduate in 2017.

Grace Aronds of Westfield, who
is majoring in health services
administration and is scheduled
to graduate in 2017.

John McCaffery of Cranford, who
is majoring in finance and is
scheduled to graduate in 2017.

Margaux Natiello of Westfield,
who is majoring in dance and is
scheduled to graduate in 2018.

Victoria Giamboi of Cranford,
who is majoring in communica-
tion studies and is scheduled to
graduate in 2017.

Leya Quinones of Fanwood, who
is majoring in music and is sched-
uled to graduate in 2017.

Catherine Acito of Scotch Plains,
who is majoring in interdiscipli-
nary liberal studies and is sched-
uled to graduate in 2019.

Andrea McNeely of Scotch
Plains, who is majoring in ac-
counting and is scheduled to
graduate in 2017.

Brandon Meyers of Scotch
Plains, who is majoring in ac-
counting and is scheduled to
graduate in 2017.

Baumann Named to
Kutztown Dean's List
KUTZTOWN, Penn. – Katelyn

Baumann of Cranford, has been
named to the Spring 2017 Dean's
List at Kutztown University.

More than 1,660 students have
been named to the list. To be
eligible for Dean's List, an under-
graduate student must be regis-
tered for at least 12 credits and
have a minimum grade point
average of 3.60.

Dombrowski Earns
Honors Program Class
SCRANTON, Penn. – Michael

Thomas Dombrowski of Cranford
is among the 37 members of The
University of Scranton's Special
Jesuit Liberal Arts Honors Pro-
gram (SJLA) class of 2017. Stu-
dents in SJLA pursue a rigorous
education designed to develop
enhanced writing, oral and criti-
cal-thinking skills through spe-
cially designed courses in phi-
losophy, theology and literature.

Mr. Dombrowski majored in in-
ternational studiesand philoso-
phy at Scranton.
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