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destrian walkway project behind the
retail stores along Martine Avenue.

The school district has yet to re-
ceive notice of the amount of state aid
it will receive and the state is de-
manding that the borough not send
out tax bills until the school district
has received its notice of funding.
Over 360 school districts are to see a
change in their state aid, Chief Finan-
cial Officer Fred Tompkins said. He
asked the council to hold off on pur-
chasing a police vehicle until the bill
hold is lifted. “In the meantime, I’m
supposed to give the school district
$1.5 million every month and right
now I don’t have it,” he said.

The borough had explored the op-
tion to share services with Garwood
regarding the position of a construc-
tion code official, but Garwood in
the end decided to remain with the
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FRESH PRODUCE...The Scotch Plains Farmers’ Market is in full swing, with
produce ranging from corn to tomatoes to beans to lettuce. The market is held
every Saturday in the municipal parking lot on Park Avenue.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOKING FOR A BIKE?...Prospective buyers check out the condition of bikes
during the annual Scotch Plains Police Department bicycle auction  held Saturday
morning. Over 70 bikes were available for purchase.

Family Seeks to Honor Son
With Bench at Tamaques

By SHANNA C. KELLY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A year ago this
month, Westfield lost a community
member of only 17 years of age.
After a lot of thought, the parents of
Ezra Kennedy, who died in a hiking
accident at Kaaterskill Falls in New
York, have decided that they would
like to memorialize their son with a
bench at Tamaques Park, where he
used to play as a kid.

“I don’t think any of us want to say
no to the cause,” Chairman Peter
Echausse said at the Westfield Rec-
reation Commission meeting on
Monday.

The decisions to be made are more
a matter of style, so that the park
benches are standardized, and loca-
tion. The Kennedy family was look-
ing to place the bench in an area past
the first parking lot by the road, but
commission members noted that it
should be in a location where people
would hopefully look at it and use it.
The family’s chosen location also is
in an area that is in consideration for
future expansion.

“If we’re going to do it,” Westfield
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said,
“make sure it’s permanent, make sure
it’s done right.”

Additionally, the commission wel-
comed its new director, Don
Bogardus, who currently works in
Denville Township. Mr. Bogardus
will start on Monday, August 14,
replacing Bruce Kaufmann, who has
been the director for 16 years.

In other business, commission
members were given an update on the
Summer Playground Program, which
is offered at every elementary school
in Westfield for children to go to as a
day camp. Last year there were 751

campers and this year there are 853
campers attending the programs.

“We are up in registration and we
are up obviously in finances as well,”
Mr. Kaufmann said.

The programs at three of the el-
ementary schools also have been
working around not utilizing the gym-
nasiums due to the floor replace-
ments, which so far has not caused
too many problems thanks to the
weather.

Updates were given on Westfield
Memorial Pool as well.

“We did not meet our anticipated
revenue last year, so that had to be
added to our budget,” Mr. Kaufmann
said.

To date, there have been 30,000
check-ins since the pool opening on
June 3. A total of 261 kids signed up
for the swim team and there have
been 445 registrations for swim les-
sons. Additionally, there has been an
increase in lifeguards from around
35 guards last year.

“We are now up to 60 lifeguards
on staff,” Aquatic Supervisor Heather
Re said. “We can even have eight
guards on the main pool; on a normal
day, we have five.”

On the other hand, the bids that
came in for bathrooms at Memorial
Park were too high.

“It’s too small for the big compa-
nies and it’s too big for the small
companies,” Mr. Kaufmann said in
regards to the project.

However, the commission has been
unable to obtain a pricing that works.
According to Mr. Kaufmann, a single
Porta John costs $136 per week and
the field currently has three. With
that in retrospect, the commission
will continue to look for upgraded,
affordable bathroom options for Me-
morial.

“We want to move quickly and we
want to get this done,” Mr. Kaufmann
said.
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Terrill Field
contract it has to utilize Cranford’s
construction code official. In Janu-
ary, Fanwood’s construction code
official, which is a part-time posi-
tion, had retired, and Fanwood has
since been searching for a person to
fill that position. Garwood and
Fanwood had been discussing the
option, in executive session, to hire
a construction code official the two
boroughs could share. “Garwood
decided to go back to Cranford,”
Mayor Mahr said. “We gave them a
very good deal.”

At a special meeting, the mayor
and council introduced a bond ordi-
nance to pay for improvements to
Forest Road Park through a Green
Acres grant and loan. The borough
was granted a $273,750 loan at a 2-
percent interest rate, Mr. Tompkins
said. The improvement project also
would be paid for through a Union
County Kids Recreation Trust Fund
Grant of $800,000 and another
$71,000 from borough coffers. The
governing body additionally passed a
resolution for a liquor license renewal
for South Avenue Liquors.
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Wrestling
have to be equitable and the exposure
for all children to learn from the pro-
fessional coach is important to me,”
Commissioner Colleen Gialanella
said.

“If we are talking a total cost give or
take of $3,500 to run the program with
a professional coach, we, as a commis-
sion, need to see finalized expected
costs versus expected revenue,” Com-
missioner Tom Donatelli said.

“Certainly, making an activity less
cost prohibitive and building a stron-
ger community for children is what
we do here. We have raised $2,500
from selling signs to fund other ac-
tivities in addition to deciding in Au-
gust what a final enrollment fee will
be for each child. Maybe the volun-
teers can discuss some fund-raising
or cost-abatement ideas as well,”
Recreation Director Matthew
Mercurio said.

“We do have a current equipment
recycling program for shoes and head-
gear. If a child is on free lunch, the
program is free,” Mr. Brennan added.

Friday Family Movie Night at Alan
Augustine Park will begin tomorrow,
July 14, with Sing. Friday Family
Movie Night will continue through
August 25.

Pat DiNizio of The Smithereens
will perform tonight, July 13, to kick
off the Summer Concert Series. The
Concert Series will continue through
August 3. Concerts begin at 7:30 p.m.
every Thursday night.
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Emil Place
off on a final vote until receiving the
fire department’s input on how the
narrow street would affect depart-
ment operations in the event of an
emergency. At Monday’s hearing,
board members digested a written
memorandum from Fire Chief John
Lestarchick, but expressed a desire to
hear from him directly. Board mem-
ber Jeffrey Strauss said the memoran-
dum “isn’t testimony” while Board
Chairman Joseph Doyle said that “we
can’t cross-examine a memo.” Mr.
Strauss called the matter of the nar-
row street “a critical point” and said
there was no evidence that fire de-
partment apparatus had been tested
on-site to see if maneuverability was
or was not a problem.

Chief Lestarchick was then sum-
moned from a fire department drill
taking place on Monday evening next
to the municipal building. He arrived
and told the board that his department
had experienced no issues in getting
large trucks in and out of Emil Place
from Johnson Street. When asked by
Mr. Strauss if he would be “perfectly
comfortable” with getting emergency
vehicles onto Emil Place, Mr.
Lestarchick replied, “absolutely,” as
long as the entire length of the street
is the required 28 feet wide, a provi-
sion the board agreed to.

Before the board’s unanimous vote
to approve, several neighborhood
residents living on Johnson Street
spoke and expressed skepticism about
the development, saying an increase
in vehicular traffic to and from the
site would negatively impact parking
on Johnson Street, which is a very
narrow street.

The board’s next meeting will be
on Monday, September 18.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
JAMMING..The band Bored of Ed performs at the first annual Fan Jam music
festival Sunday at LaGrande Park in Fanwood.

Garwood Approves PILOT
For South Ave. Development

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — With a 5-to-1 ma-
jority vote, the Garwood Borough
Council approved an ordinance Tues-
day solidifying a financial agreement
with South Avenue Urban Renewal
LLC for the Casale property re-de-
velopment. The financial agreement
authorizes a long-term tax exemption
Payment In Lieu Of Taxes (PILOT)
program for South Avenue. Urban
Renewal, LLC, referred to as the
Russo Development, plans to erect
269 units. The development is desig-
nated for completion by 2020. South
Avenue Renewal will pay taxes on the
property until 2020, when the PILOT
begins.

Because the borough entered into
the financial agreement, the devel-
oper must drop any prior tax appeals
filed. The tax abatement or PILOT
program seeks to eliminate conven-
tional taxes. Instead, the borough will
share in total revenue the develop-
ment generates for 30 years.

In 2020, the borough is expected to
collect a percentage of the
development’s total revenue. The
percentage the borough collects will
help offset any costs from more resi-
dents and may create financial sur-
plus, according to borough redevel-
opment legal counselor William
Northgrave. In a given tax year, the
long-term tax exemption guarantees
the borough rights to collect the high-
est of three potential revenue sources.
The three sources are the minimal
annual service charge (development
total revenue share), annual tax rev-
enue, and a percentage of real prop-
erty taxes.

The financial agreement could al-
low the borough to collect $32.8 mil-
lion over a 30-year period based on
revenue projections.

Mr. Northgrave said Councilman
Joseph Sarno negotiated with the de-
veloper for increased shares of total
revenue in years 16 through 30 which
can net Garwood an extra $1.8 mil-
lion in tax revenue.

The borough will collect 10 per-
cent of the development’s total rev-
enue for the first 15 years, 11 percent
in years 16 through 25, and 12 per-
cent in years 26 through 30.

“We trust Russo or South Avenue
as prudent investors and developers,
meaning we have every intention to
believe the revenue from this project
will be abundant. Total revenue means
every penny the project earns, mean-
ing rents as well as any surcharges
[the development’s] residents pay,”
Mr. Northgrave said.

At Tuesday’s council meeting, Jen-
nifer Edwards of Acacia Financial
Group gave a PowerPoint presenta-
tion outlining and discussing key
takeaways from the financial agree-
ment. Ms. Edwards was accompa-
nied by Mr. Northgrave. Alongside
Mayor Charles Lombardo and the
borough council, all parties fielded
questions from concerned residents
during the meeting, which was held at
Lincoln School.

“We looked at the construction
costs. South Avenue Renewal pro-
jected the construction costs aggres-
sively lower than we expected. My
firm analyzed the interest rate the
developer was paying, the revenue
percentage they were willing to pay
back to the borough, and their profit
margin. We deem it to be a very
reasonable deal for the borough when

analyzing the profit margins and risk
the developer is working with,” Ms.
Edwards said.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro said
she voted against the agreement and
does not support “the development or
the developer.”

“I see this as a break-even in the
long run for Garwood at best,” Coun-
cilwoman Cuccaro said.

“When you do a PILOT the tax-
payer ends up holding the bag,” Coun-
cilwoman Cuccaro said.

Mr. Northgrave responded that, “It
would be impossible for Acacia to
project the costs the new [develop-
ment] will place on the borough bud-
get. Most importantly, the variables
do not exist and the goal is most of the
[units] will be rented to commuters.”

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
that, “As a council we are going to
make sure we do not lose money and
act prudently. Affordable-housing
measures in New Jersey have put us
between a rock and a hard place. We
all know that. Making smart deci-
sions with what we can will matter.”

Garwood resident Horace Corbin
said that, “As a resident, I am tired of
worrying about the developer’s re-
turn and not what is best for Garwood.
Look at towns that have allowed PI-
LOT programs. One example is Jer-
sey City. PILOT programs bankrupt
cities and that is a fact. The website
timesnj.com depicts a scientific model
for the cost of government and the
cost added households will place on
borough resources.”

“We, as taxpayers, will pay 75 per-
cent of the cleanup costs through tax
incentives one way or another back to
the developer. The developer has
shaved low-income households from
this development, increasing their
profit margin. Why are we not hold-
ing the developer to a stricter stan-
dard?” Garwood resident Richard
McCormack asked. “Let’s look at
towns who have adopted low-income
housing and PILOT programs —
Irvington, Trenton, Camden and Jer-
sey City, to name a few. Are these
desirable places to live?”

Former councilman Jim Mathieu
also attended Tuesday’s meeting.

“I want to thank Joseph Sarno for
choosing the least worst deal pos-
sible. Sometimes it is easy to get lost
in opposition. It takes true leadership
to focus on the nitty gritty in a bad
situation to turn it positive. At least
make it the best it can be.”

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
asked the council to table the ordi-
nance.

“It seems as if no one is doing any
work for our residents. I mean I guess
we can thank Joseph Sarno for doing
something at least. When you look at
the numbers, Russo is claiming it
costs $11.5 million for the demolition
and environmental cleanup. That
seems inordinately high. Russo plans
on selling the project in seven years,
in 2024. How tight can his margins
really be? These are things we need to
consider. Instead of negotiating a rev-
enue share of 12 percent in later years
(of the agreement), there have been
negotiations awarding up to 15 per-
cent revenue share. We could have
negotiated 2 percent of construction
costs, that’s $1.6 million a year.”

According to the borough’s
website, Garwood had over 5,400
residents in 1960. Currently, the bor-
ough has an estimated population of
4,300 residents.
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