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Fanwood Has Mixed Feelings
Over Terrill Field Improvements

Scotch Plains to Bolster
K-8 Wrestling Program

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council voiced
mixed feelings on a proposed plan for
rehabbing the playing field at Terrill
Middle School at its agenda meeting
Monday. The proposal is to add drain-
age, electrical conduits and covered
dugouts for a baseball field. The 330-
foot by 400-foot field would be used
for baseball, softball, soccer and la-
crosse. The total cost of the project is
estimated at $860,000, Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern said. Fanwood
would be responsible for $172,000 of
the cost with Scotch Plains kicking in
its share, as well as the school board,
the council said.

“I’m a no right now,” Councilman
Russell Huegel said. “How much did
the parking lot cost?” to which Mayor
Mahr responded, “$700,000.” The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education went ahead and increased
the parking lot at School One, thereby
taking away from a playing field there,
in spite of the Fanwood council’s and
resident opposition to the project.

“We don’t have great fields for the
kids to play,” Councilwoman Nicole
McElroy Barker said. The two mu-
nicipalities had originally sparked
interest in improving the field condi-
tions, she said, and not the school
board, which could mean less lever-
age for the borough should it reject
the proposal, she said.

While Mr. Huegel agreed the field
was “in terrible shape,” he said the
board of education has a “resource
allocation problem.”

“I’m with Russ,” Councilman Tom
Kranz said. “At some point we have
to stop paying and paying.”

The council is to vote on the project
at the end of the summer. Part of it
would be paid through grant funding,
Mayor Mahr said.

In other business, the borough en-
gineer is to request an extension for a
local aid grant for the paving and
sidewalk installation at Madison Av-
enue. A petition against the design
was submitted, signed by every resi-
dent who lives on Madison Avenue in
the area where the work would be
performed, Mr. Kranz said. Mayor
Mahr asked to hold a meeting with
the residents again to review the de-
sign. The design has yet to be submit-
ted to the New Jersey Department of
Transportation. The council said the
design is to improve upon safety in
that area by adding sidewalks for safe
passage to two nearby schools. Resi-
dents have said it would take away
more of their already small front yards
and driveways.

Borough officials recently met with
the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (NJDEP), and
one project discussed was the De-
partment of Public Works site, Bor-
ough Engineer Antonios
Panagopoulos said. Mayor Mahr said
the NJDEP is “off base” with its clas-
sification of the site as an exception
area, and asked the engineer to chal-
lenge it. For about 25 years the bor-
ough has monitored a well on the
property, she said. Mayor Mahr had
concerns with the requirement of a
deed notice should the borough de-
cide to sell the property, and the adja-
cent former recycling center prop-
erty.

Representatives from the borough
are to meet today, Thursday, July 13,
with A Team, the apparent low bid-
der, which bid $185,425 for the pe-

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch-Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At Monday’s
meeting, the Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Commission voted to oversee
the kindergarten through eighth grade
wrestling program. Enrollment costs
per child will be finalized at the
commission’s August meeting. Par-
ent volunteer Michael Brennan pre-
sented the recreation commission with
why having the wrestling program
team up with the recreation depart-
ment is most equitable for children
and the program’s future.

“We could have privatized the
league. More and more parents be-
lieve in throwing money at expensive

coaches. This makes the best get even
better. We, as parents and volunteers,
want a healthy program. A program
with many participants that is afford-
able. However, we will still need to
bring in excellent professional
coaches to retain our current most
skilled wrestlers. The goal is to de-
velop future ones simultaneously,”
said Mr. Brennan.

Mr. Brennan explained to the com-
mission how the wrestling commu-
nity, similar to many other competi-
tive sports, is becoming more expen-
sive and “club” oriented. A club team
may be specific to one town or may
have select participants from many
towns — the premise being the club
wrestlers are the most committed,
skilled, and will continue to seek bet-
ter competition and professional train-
ing.

“The program has 70 total partici-
pants. Perhaps joining the recreation
umbrella we can drive down costs,
get more experienced professionals
to train our passionate wrestlers, (and)

make our program one of the best
around. Then we will get our enroll-
ment number up to 100 plus partici-
pants,” Mr. Brennan said.

The wrestling program will be the
first competitive sports program in
recreation commission oversight. All
other programs, such as softball or
youth summer league basketball, have
teams and tournaments. However, the
structure is set where everyone is
rewarded evenly. The programs are
directed towards leisurely engage-
ment.

“Wrestling is the first competitive
activity under recreation oversight,
unlike other sports, where the coach’s
kid may get a certain position. Why is
wrestling unique? In wrestling, any
kid can challenge another teammate
for their role or position in a chal-
lenge match,” Mr. Brennan said.

“The benefits for coming under our
oversight will help drive down costs
for parents, while centralizing and
advertising the program. The costs

Zoning Board Hearings on
Towers to Continue Into Fall

Twp. Planning Board OKs
Subdivision on Emil Place

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment will resume hear-
ings on two cell tower applications in
the fall, with residents in the Judy
Lane neighborhood planning a for-
mal objectors’ case opposing New
Cingular Wireless’ plan to reinstall
12 antennas on a PSE&G tower situ-
ated near Judy Lane.

At last Thursday’s meeting, the third
one held to consider the New Cingular
application, a planner testified on
behalf of the cellular company’s plans.
New Cingular Wireless has housed
its antennas on temporary poles for
the past several years while PSE&G
undertook its multi-year project to
upgrade and modernize the transmis-
sion towers and power lines. After
some homeowners spoke about detri-
mental effects on their property val-
ues, it was decided that they would
return at the board’s Thursday, Octo-
ber 5 meeting to present a formal case
objecting to the application, with an
attorney and any relevant experts
present.

Another cell tower application on
last week’s agenda was not heard and,
instead, will be on the zoning board’s
Thursday, September 7 agenda. T-
Mobile is seeking to install a new
130-foot monopole with nine anten-
nas on a small piece of land on west-
bound Route 22 between a rental truck
agency and a small strip mall. Resi-
dents living in the Donato Circle de-
velopment just above the proposed
site have been keeping themselves
aware of the proposal since it first
surfaced in the spring. Besides the

monopole, T-Mobile also is seeking
to construct a 10-foot by 20-foot con-
crete pad, three equipment shelters
and a GPS antenna at the base of the
pole, with the entire area surrounded
by a six-foot-high fence.

In other business at the board’s
July 6 meeting, the board rejected an
appeal by homeowners challenging
some changes that have been made at
the site of a new gasoline station and
convenience store at the corner of
North and Hetfield Avenues. Richard
and Peggy DeMartino, who live next
to the site on North Avenue, objected
to the relocation of underground stor-
age tanks from where they were
planned to be when the development
was approved last year. The tanks’
location was shifted slightly toward
the DeMartino property and toward
North Avenue because of an under-
ground sewage system that could not
be disturbed. Given that their objec-
tion was not filed within the 20-day
limit — the tanks were relocated last
November and the objection was not
filed until March — the board voted
to deny the DeMartinos’ petition.

Also at last week’s meeting, the
board approved two applications from
homeowners seeking to install fences
on their properties. Ryan and
Stephanie O’Connor were given per-
mission to install a six-foot-high fence
along the back yard of their property
at 2219 Rhoda Place, which is some-
what adjacent to their neighbor’s front
yard on Pearl Street. Debbie and
James Choi were given permission to
install a six-foot-high fence along the
front yard of their property at 2050
Lamberts Mill Road.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday assented to a
minor subdivision application, the
approval of which hinged mainly on
the endorsement of the township fire
chief.

Victor Beqaj sought permission to
divide a lot located at 660 Emil Place
into three lots, two of which will be
nonconforming with regard to lot size,
and then build three new single-fam-
ily homes. Presently on the site there
is a two-family house at the end of
Emil Place that Mr. Beqaj’s attorney,
Stephen Hehl, described at the initial
hearing last month as “dilapidated”
and in “extremely poor condition.”
Emil Place itself also is in “bad con-

dition,” according to Mr. Hehl.
The board at its June 12 meeting

put off final consideration of the ap-
plication because fire department of-
ficials had not yet weighed in on the
proposed narrow street that will pro-
vide access to the three new homes.
Engineer Thomas Quinn initially said
the street would be 20 feet wide for
about two-thirds of its length, versus
the 28 feet typically required, and
then widen to 37 feet near where the
street dead ends. Last month, Plan-
ning Board engineer Paul Ferriero
raised the question of whether emer-
gency vehicles, especially large fire
trucks, would be able to safely get in
and out of the street.

Board members decided to hold

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
SUMMER JAM FEST...Thousands of people from across the region came to Fanwood’s LaGrande Park Sunday for the first
annual Fan Jam music festival in Fanwood. Five live bands, a classic car show, more than a dozen food trucks and local and
regional vendors and exhibitors celebrated summer in the park. Staged by the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, the day-long festival promises to be a yearly tradition.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHECKING OUT THE BIKES...This gentleman looks over the bikes up for
auction by the Scotch Plains Police Department. The bicycle auction was held
Saturday morning in the Scotch Plains Fire Department parking lot on Senger
Place.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
A CLASSIC...This 1953 Mercury was one of many cars at the classic car show that
was a part of Fanwood’s first annual Fan Jam music festival in LaGrande Park.
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NO MORE BULL...After 22 years in business, the owners of the Colorado Cafe
on Bonnie Burn Road in Watchung called it quits, shuttering the restaurant and
country-western dance hall. Co-owner Angelo Porchetta told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times "it was a good run" but business had fallen off, leaving them little
choice. According to Mr. Porchetta the adjacent Weldon quarry had purchased
the land and building three years ago and the restaurant was leasing it back. He
said the Weldon family was great to work with, but business had fallen off too far
to continue. An auction of the contents, including the mechanical bull will be held
on Monday, July 31. Pictured above a group of Westfield Post Office employees
enjoyed a night out at the Colorado Cafe in 2003.


