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Board Denies 7-Eleven on
South, Lincoln in Cranford

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – 7-Eleven was unani-
mously denied its use variance by the
zoning board of adjustment on Mon-
day night. 7-Eleven had applied for the
variance along with over a dozen bulk
variances to operate a convenience store
at the corner of Lincoln and South
Avenues in the office residential char-
acter (ORC) zone, which permits resi-
dential or office use. Commercial use is
prohibited.

7-Eleven began its hearings in June
2016 and signs to “Keep Cranford
Quaint” began popping up on resi-
dents’ lawns. Residents packed the room
in the municipal building and had a
chance to voice their comments about
the application before the applicant’s
attorney made a summation and the
board made its decision.

The suitability of the site, traffic and
safety concerns, the residents opposing
the store at that location, among other
reasons were cited by the board in its
denial.

“It is not the right site for the use of
that type. It is shoehorning something
that doesn’t belong there,” board mem-
ber Jeffery Pistol said.

“When we did the master plan…the
whole idea of creating that zone was

…to make sure residential stayed
residential…and the intensity of said
commercial development — make the
ORC a low intensity… we spent many
nights going over creating that zone —
to differentiate that area — to make
sure the intensity was by the train sta-
tion and then dispersed outward,” board
member Kevin Illing said.

Traffic, safety, increase in costs for
additional patrol, changing the charac-
ter of the township, environmental fac-
tors, were some of the issues residents
voiced. It was also noted that a new 7-
Eleven was just opened at the opposite
end of South Avenue, making the
township’s gateways book-ended by 7-
Eleven. “Do we want 7-Elevens as book-
ends coming into our town?” resident
Phyllis Howard asked.

“None of us want something like this
here,” Elizabeth Salerno said, showing
a petition signed by residents.

Wanda Wright, whose family has
lived in Cranford since 1912, said
Garwood is overbuilt and traffic on
North Avenue is a result of that. “I don’t
want that to happen to this town, and it
looks like it’s happening,” Ms. Wright
said.

“How many 7-Elevens or Wawas do
we need in Cranford? No public good

WF Plan Bd. Hears Daycare
Dispute; Discusses CVS

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At the Monday
night meeting of the Westfield Planning
Board, the application of Elegant
Homes to subdivide a property located
at 511 Edgar Road was approved, the
application of Justin and Lindsay Bliss
to operate a limited child care facility
from their home was approved and the
application of Crossways Westfield
LLC to build a 13,194 square foot CVS
at the corner of South Avenue and Cross-
way Place was continued to the Mon-
day, March 6, meeting.

The application to operate a limited
child care facility at 914 Coolidge Street
was approved after much discussion
over the town ordinance regarding busi-
nesses being run from a residence and
New Jersey’s rules regarding residences
being used as a home child care facility.

Ms. Bliss told the board that she has
owned the home located at 914 Coolidge
Street with her husband for the past two
and a half years and has operated the
daycare from the residence ever since
purchasing the home. She has five non-
related children in her care and is per-
mitted by state law to have up to three
additional family members at home
daycare facilities. She was seeking the
board’s approval to add three more
non-related children.

“I’m getting really confused between
our ordinance and what the state re-
quires,” Board member Bob Newell
said referring to the fact that Westfield’s
ordinance is different than the state of
New Jersey’s.

“As a general rule, state law super-
sedes town law,” Board member Sam
Della Fera said.

As the state rule stands, home-based
daycare facilities in the state of New
Jersey can have no more than nine
children, with an exemption for three

family members for a total of 11 chil-
dren in the facility at a given time. Ms.
Bliss has been operating within state
guidelines with five unrelated children
and three family members for a total of
eight children.

“You buy a house and you don’t want
a business being run next door,” Board
Chairman Vincent Wilt stated. “We are
kind of in a predicament because the
state allows it.”

“This has become a quality of life
issue,” Bruce Lemberg, a resident of
Coolidge Street told the board. “I have
complained to the zoning board.” Mr.
Lemberg said there are cars belonging
to the employees of the daycare parked
in front of his house all day long. He
also said that parents dropping off their
children often remain on site and talk
on their cell phones early in the morn-
ing, which he stated is disturbing.

“There is activity I can’t help but
notice,” Mr. Lemberg continued. “I am
here as a resident of Westfield and I
object to the commercialization of a
residential district.”

“Maybe it’s a quality of life issue, but
it’s legal,” Board member Francis Smith
said.

“The state has a law and there is
nothing we can do,” Mr. Wilt stated.

Westfield Extends Overnight
Parking; Downtown Discussed

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Parking at all
municipal parking lots will be ex-
tended until 2 a.m. to allow time for
those traveling on the last train that
arrives at 1:50 a.m. to exit the lot
without breaking the law. The town
council introduced an amended ordi-
nance on first reading at Tuesday’s
council meeting to extend the time
limit.

Currently, no parking is allowed

after 1 a.m. until 6 a.m. for those who
do not have a permit. Those who have
permits or night owl permits will con-
tinue to have the right to park in their
respective lots overnight.

The amendment also added load-
ing and unloading zones on the south-
east side of Lenox Avenue, beginning
at a point 200 feet northeast of the
easterly curb line of Central Avenue
and extending to a point 45 northeast-
erly.

Two resolutions were passed in
connection with two developments.
The developer of the multi-family
development slated where the car
wash once sat near the circle on South
Avenue requested the town make clear
that the right-of-way that was vacated
by the town years ago be authorized
by resolution to allow them to build
their development approved by the
planning board.

Also, a deed restriction for nine
affordable housing units at the devel-
opment at South and Central Avenues
was authorized by resolution.

The dredging at Mindowaskin Pond
is almost nearing completion, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea said during
the workshop session that preceded
the regular meeting. The center foun-
tain that was in disrepair has been
rebuilt, he said, new electrical lines

are being installed, and concrete flume
cleaning, and restoration of the prop-
erty is to happen with the next two
months.

With news of the impending snow-
storm that may occur overnight
Wednesday into Thursday (after press
deadline), the town has asked resi-
dents to please remove cars from the
road should the snow be over three
inches, Mr. Gildea said in the work-
shop session.

During public comment at the coun-
cil meeting, two residents approached
the council about the downtown task
force and the vacancies of storefronts
downtown.

Michael Krupnick, a resident of
Ripley Avenue, suggested adding
more parking in the downtown and
increasing liquor licenses available
to add foot traffic downtown.

The town has 10 liquor licenses
owned privately, with eight in use and
two not in use that were previously
held by the now closed Jeffrey’s and
Jolley Trolley and later renamed Of-
fice Beer Bar and Grill, Councilman
Sam Della Fera said. “We would love
to have more of those types of busi-
nesses,” Mr. Della Fera said. “We
cannot enforce them to put them into
use,” he said. Also, the state calcu-

Courtesy of Jim Lowney, County of Union
NEW CHIEF TAKES CHARGE…James C. Debbie is sworn in as the new Union
County Police Chief by Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen, right, as his family
looks on. Also pictured, from left to right, are: Dawn Packan, Tyler Debbie, and
Jim Debbie, the retired police chief and current borough administrator in
Mountainside.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TEAM WESTFIELD...Westfield’s Edison Intermediate School MathCounts competition team, from left to right, Ashley
Talwar, Kayla O’Brien, Jackson Gagliardi and Isabella Xiong, are pictured with their coaches, Julia Torsiello, left, and
Jaclyn Manzo, right. The competition was held Saturday at the Roy Smith Theater at Union County College in Cranford.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TOWN HALL RESPONDS...The Westfield Public Works Department was called
to clean up this broken glass on the Mindowaskin Park bridge after a resident
contacted The Westfield Leader, which subsequently contacted the town adminis-
trator and the glass has been removed.
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Sarah McGrail for The Westfield Leader
IT’S OFFICIAL...New Westfield
High School Principal Derrick Nelson
with his family.

Nelson Named Principal at WHS;
Temp. Lights OK’d Again at Kehler

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School has a new principal, ending
months of uncertainty surrounding the
prestigious position.

Derrick Nelson, ph.D., who has been
acting principal since August 2016, was
appointed to the permanent position by
a unanimous vote of the board of edu-
cation on Tuesday.

Principal Nelson, watched by his fam-
ily, told the board: “Every day I work
with administrators, teachers, students
and staff members who give 100 per-
cent to whatever responsibility they
have.”

He spoke warmly of everyone he
worked with, from teachers to students
and including guidance counselors,
custodians and secretaries.

“I couldn’t be more proud to work
with such an amazing staff,” he said. “I
look forward to continuing the work we
do every day, which is to make our
school a wonderful place for academic
and personal growth for our young
adults.”

Board President Gretchan Ohlig, who
has three children at the high school,
told Principal Nelson: “Time and time
again we heard from your fellow ad-
ministrators, teachers and students about
how you listen, you are collaborative
and you are strong. You have earned the
respect of everyone and, in my view,
you are the perfect person to continue to
move our school forward after a diffi-
cult period.”

Principal Nelson started his career as
a teacher in Plainfield and went on to
work as assistant principal in two Or-
ange schools before arriving in

Westfield in 2010.
Following two years as assistant prin-

cipal at Roosevelt Intermediate School,
he was appointed to the position of
assistant principal at Westfield High
School.

When Principal Peter Renwick left
the school on extended sick leave in
August 2016, Principal Nelson took on
the role of acting principal.

He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Mass Communication from Delaware
State University, a Master of Arts de-
gree in Education Administration from
Saint Peter’s College and a Doctorate
in Education Administration from Se-
ton Hall University.

Principal Nelson has served as an

officer in the U.S. Army Reserve for
more than 20 years and was forced to
interrupt his teaching career when he
was deployed to the Middle East and
missed the birth of his daughter Mor-
gan.

Morgan and her Mom, Principal
Nelson’s girlfriend, Sheronda Braker,
were there to see him appointed to his
new job as were both sets of grandpar-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Nelson and Mr. and
Mrs. Braker.

Gail Alston, who has been a teacher
at the high school for 17 years and is
president of Westfield Education Asso-
ciation, told the board: “Derrick has
made a difference to me staying here
because we are at peace at the high
school. We had good candidates, but
Derrick topped them all.’

Applications for the role were re-
ceived from more than 40 candidates,
some outside New Jersey, and five were
interviewed.

The board also voted during
Tuesday’s meeting to allow temporary
lights to be placed on Kehler Field
again this year to enable Westfield Soc-
cer Association (WSA) to use the field
after dark.

The WSA, who were first allowed to
use the temporary lights in 2015, had
reduced their request to use the lights
from three months to two and will take
measures to reduce the impact of the
lights and generators on neighbors of
the field.

WSA board member Peter Franks
told the board that around 42 percent of
Westfield children signed up to play
soccer. The lack of available fields meant
some older children were traveling sig-
nificant distances to train.

Husband and wife Dan and Susan
Bottorff, of Grove Street, both spoke
against the lights, telling the board of
the effect on their quality of life and one
particular incident where they were sub-
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Rec. Panel Moves Forward
With Tamaques Upgrades

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Recreation Commis-
sion Chairman Peter Echausse advised at-
tendees at Monday’s recreation commis-
sion meeting that the town council’s fi-
nance committee has expressed strong sup-
port for the Tamaques Park project. The
multi-year project will include two lit multi-
purpose synthetic fields, replacing the ex-
isting storage facility with a two-story multi-
use building, creation of additional parking
spots and the relocation of the basketball
courts.

According to Mr. Echausse, the target
date for starting the project is 2018. He also
noted that the commission will continue to
refine the design ideas and solicit the input
of the park’s various user groups as the
continue to debate the many complex is-
sues associated with the project including
lighting, field configurations, parking, regu-
latory compliance and player and user safety.

John Bell, the engineer retained to de-
sign the upgrades, made a detailed presen-
tation to the panel. To facilitate discussion
regarding the size and location of the fields
and the new walking paths, Mr. Bell used an
aerial photograph with an overlay depicting
the proposed synthetic multi-purpose fields
in relation to the existing fields.

Commission members had a lengthy dis-
cussion regarding the need to design the
fields so as to minimize the impact on the
walking path and to preserve the trees in the
area. Before making a final decision, the
panel agreed additional information was
needed on the field dimensions which would
permit the widest use. The range of field
sizes in sports such as soccer can range from
330 to 360 feet so commission members
agreed to postpone a decision until addi-
tional information was obtained.

Mr. Bell spent almost an hour walking
those present through his newly revised
drawings for the proposed multi-purpose
building. The new drawings reflect the
commission’s feedback on the preliminary
designs for the planned two-story building.
Among the items which are being consid-
ered for the new building are cathedral
ceilings, solar panels, accordion partitions
and a gabled roof with a rooftop copula. At
the end of his presentation, Mr. Echausse
reminded commission members that plans

for Tamaques Park are “a work in progress”
and a great deal of design work and finan-
cial planning remains to be done.

Recreation Director Bruce Kaufman and
Mr. Bell also provided updates on the status
of several other projects at the community’s
parks and fields. Mr. Bell explained that the
preliminary architectural drawings for the
renovations of the Tamaques cabin are on
schedule and will likely be complete by
mid-February. Plans for improved walking
paths at the park will be submitted to the
building department for review, and plans
for new restrooms at Memorial Park will be
finalized as soon as the utility company
provides its approval.

In other business, Kevin Zippler spoke
on behalf of the Westfield Baseball Asso-
ciation (WBL). Mr. Zippler shared a de-
tailed proposal regarding the need to make
improvements at Gumbert Park fields 2 and
3. He explained that the existing tarps cov-
ering the player’s benches are in poor con-
dition and the fences need repairs. He out-
lined the WBL’s proposal to install new
backstops, dugouts, and improved fencing
which will be partly funded by a donation
from Gialluisi Custom Homes. According
to Mr. Zippler, the new dugouts will in-
clude 21-foot benches with shelves and will
not impede spectator’s sight lines. Com-
mission members unanimously voted to
support the project and make a financial
contribution of $16,000.

Mr. Kauffman announced that the Me-
morial Pool Complex will open Saturday,
June 3, at 10 a.m. Registration materials
will be mailed to current pool members this
week and on-line registration is also avail-
able. Membership is capped at 9,700.

LEADER GOES HAWAIIAN...Marie and Bob Sloan of Westfield take a break
from their hike at Pali Lookout in Hawaii to catch up with The Westfield Leader.
The Sloans visited Hawaii in December to celebrate their 25th wedding anniver-
sary. While there they also visited Pearl Harbor (USS Missouri overlooking the
USS Arizona Memorial) on the 75th anniversary of the attack.

Garwood Finance Comm.
Breaks Down Budget

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood Fi-
nance Committee held a “Breaking
Down the Budget” presentation on
Tuesday night at Lincoln School in an
effort to be transparent with the budget
and give the community an opportunity
to ask questions.

The Finance Committee is comprised
of Council President and Chairwoman
Sara Todisco, Councilman Joe Sarno
and Councilman Marc Lazarow. Also
in attendance were Mayor Charles
Lombardo and the entire council, as
well as Borough Administrator Chris-
tina Ariemma, CFO/Tax Collector
Sandy Bruns and Auditor Warren
Korecky of Suplee, Clooney & Co.

Council President Todisco said that
the Finance Committee met with de-
partment heads and then reviewed the
budget line by line along with the clerk
and tax collector. After bringing in the
auditors, the budget was given to the
mayor and council for review.

A pie chart representing the 2016
budget, which totaled $17,582,852, was
provided as a reference. In 2016, the
board of education claimed 45 percent
of the budget or $7.9 million; munici-
pal 34 percent or $5.9 million; Union
County 19 percent or $3.3 million;
$209,962 for the library and $95,000
for the Open Space Act. The 2017
budget is still in review so no total
dollar amount was provided.

Mr. Korecky stated that the budget is
a “spending plan” and that numbers can
change. Some of the topics he dis-
cussed were the 2-percent New Jersey
Cap Law, the fund balance, the reserve
for uncollected taxes and the property
revaluation. The cost of the revaluation
is unknown, but it is being projected at
approximately $200,000.

Since the last assessment was done in
1984, Garwood is no longer eligible to
just assess; the borough must hire a
revaluation company, which will re-
quire going door to door. Since the cost
of revaluation cannot be planned for in
the budget, the governing body has to
come up with a plan on how to raise the
money.

“In terms of Garwood paying for [the
revaluation], could we put a little money
away now?” Council President Todisco
asked Mr. Korecky.

“Revaluation is not given leeway for
putting funds aside,” Mr. Korecky said.

“We are on the top 130 ‘hot list’ to be
revaluated,” Mayor Lombardo said, ref-
erencing the fact that surrounding towns
have recently been told by the state that
they must reassess. He said Garwood’s
revaluation is imminent.

“This conversation doesn’t end to-
night; it begins,” Council President
Todisco stated, assuring those in atten-
dance that the mayor and council are
putting thought into how to pay for the
revaluation.

A brief synopsis of the duties of the
police department, fire department, De-
partment of Public Works and the plan-
ning board/board of adjustment was
given, as they all have line items in the
budget. The 2017 budget also will in-
clude approximately $3,300 for the
Celebrations Committee, which is re-
sponsible for the Egg Hunt, Memorial
Day Ceremony, as well as other events.
The Historical Society, the responsi-
bilities of which include chronicling
and archiving Garwood’s past, will be
allotted $1,000.

Two more detailed budget discus-
sions, open to the public, will take place
on Thursdays, March 9 and March 23,
at 7 p.m., at Borough Hall, located at
403 South Avenue.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
YEA FOR NEWSPAPERS...Kindergartners in Megan Brady and Jane Baker's
class at the Goddard School in Fanwood get to hear, first hand from Lauren S.
Barr, center, what it is like being an editor of The Westfield Leader. On Tuesday
the students had a Q and A with the Education/Arts editor in preparation of their
upcoming unit on producing their own newspaper.

lates the number of liquor licenses a
municipality can hold based on popu-
lation, Mr. Della Fera explained.

The task force is addressing a num-
ber of other issues, Mr. Della Fera
said. “We really can’t increase very
easily the number of parking,” Mr.
Della Fera said. “It is a capital inten-
sive project,” to add parking, he said.
“We are looking at enforcement hours,
and a number of other things to en-
hance the parking experience,” Mr.
Della Fera said.

Shelley Brindle of Fairmount Av-
enue asked the council to open the
task force to more residents. She also
said the enforcement of parking is too
strict.

“That notion of when it happens
(being issued a parking ticket)…it
creates the idea it is too much of a
hassle to come downtown,” Ms.
Brindle said.

She also said, as she did two weeks
ago at the previous town council meet-
ing, that she feels transparency of
government is not perceived in
Westfield. “There is nothing on the
town website…about the task force,”
she said. “You want citizens to feel
like they are included in the process
and transparent…but right now it is
not how that is perceived,” she said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CVS
“Some of your neighbors are a little
angry,” he said addressing Ms. Bliss.
“You have neighbors and you should
want to be a good neighbor.”

Lawyer Stephen Hale presented
the application of Crossways
Westfield, LLC proposing a 13,194
square foot CVS Pharmacy with a
drive-thru at 1144 South Avenue, the
current location of Jax Auto Parts
and Body Works by Fischer. The
application sought several land use
variances.

“This is an exciting new develop-
ment application,” Mr. Hale told the
board.

Jeffrey Martell, a professional engi-
neer representing the applicant, stated
that the “application has come a long
way” referring to the original plans
submitted that proposed a gas station
with a convenience store. Mr. Martell
told the board that he had met with
neighbors of 1144 South Avenue to
gather feedback on two occasions.
“What we purpose is much more con-
sistent with what neighbors requested,”
he said.

After hearing testimony from Mr.
Martell and the architect, several mem-
bers voiced their concern over deliver-
ies, noise and added traffic to the area.
A major concern of several board mem-
bers were the dimensions of the pro-

posed signage.
“They might be the biggest signs in

Westfield,” Board member Francis
Smith said. “I’m wondering, why do
the signs have to be so big?”

The architect stated that the sign was
“in proportion to the mass of the build-
ing” and that it was CVS’s “choice for
high visibility.”

The board asked that the applicant
re-think the size of the signage to which
Mr. Martell replied, “We would have to
reevaluate with our client.”

The application was held over until
the board’s next meeting at which time
the board requested that CVS provide
them with smaller sign options.

A subdivision at 511 Edgar Road
was unanimously approved including
the removal of the existing dwelling
and the construction of two new homes.
The applicant sought variance assis-
tance for a minimum lot area of 6,000
square feet required, where 5,500 square
feet is being proposed for both lots and
minimum lot depth of 120, where 111 is
proposed for both lots.

“What we are proposing fits in with
all the exiting lots,” Bill Hollows, a
professional engineer representing the
applicant stated.

The next meeting of the Westfield
Planning Board is Monday, March 6 at
7:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Downtown
Mr. Della Fera said his email ad-

dress and phone number is on the
website and, “I am always willing to
answer questions,” Mr. Della Fera
said.

Ms. Brindle said proactively shar-
ing information would be a better
option. Mr. Della Fera noted that he
along with members of the task force
met with The Westfield Leader in an
interview discussing the downtown
task force, and was printed in the
newspaper in the February 2 issue.

Mr. Gildea said, in response to a
question from former councilman Ken
MacRitchie who asked about the park
on Central Avenue near Krauszer’s,
that the town is planning to clean up the
park this year in addition to the work the
Girl Scouts have already done.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Nelson
jected to a lacrosse coach from outside
Westfield shouting bad language at his
players.

Mr. Bottorff said: “We bought the
house knowing that there was going to
be activity. It is life, it is vitality, it is
wonderful. But we are talking about
night time and, if you suggested perma-
nent lights, that would be a real prob-
lem.”

Gregg Lehmberg, representing the
24 households who comprise the Kehler
Neighborhood Preservation Associa-
tion, also spoke against the lights.

Several board members sympathized
with neighbors of the field and board
member Amy Root said: “Different
groups that use the field think about
their own individual usage but the neigh-
bors are subjected to all of that.”

The board heard from facilities com-
mittee member Brendan Galligan that
Kehler Field would probably have to be
closed in 2018 for the turf field and the
top surface of the track to be replaced.

He said the expected life of the field
was 10 years and it was already 13 years
old. Although it would mean juggling
field space for the various high school
sports and the graduation ceremony
being held at the high school in 2018, it
would be essential by then to replace
the field and track.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Dana Sullivan said 19 con-
tractors had submitted bids to refurbish
the two middle school auditoriums and
a decision should be made by the end of
this month as to whether it would be
possible to proceed with awarding the
contract or whether it would be neces-
sary to ask for further bids.

would be advanced,” resident Frank
Krause said.

The applicant’s attorney Jason Tuvel,
in his summation, outlaid the negative
and positive criteria that would support
an approval by the board.

The site is suitable for a convenience
store, Mr. Tuvel said, because of the
layout of the site. However, Mr. Pistol
disagreed, saying Cranford “doesn’t
generally like a retail store that is set-
back with a parking lot in front —
particularly not in a gateway location.”

Mr. Tuvel cited that there are com-
mercial uses already in the area, that
investment is necessary to clean up the
site, and the proposed use serves need
and demand; the methodology used for
the traffic study concluded the use will
function safely; and developing a va-
cant lot and adding landscaping to a
fully paved lot were reasons to approve
the variance.

Board President Ronald Marotta said
in his comments that he had traffic and
safety concerns as well as the suitability
of the site. “We listen to the
professionals…but we also listen to the
community itself,” Mr. Marotta said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Zoning Board to Consider
Dunkin Donuts on North Ave.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment put off until its
Thursday, April 6 meeting a hearing to
change its previously-approved conve-
nience-store on North Avenue and re-
place it with a drive-through restaurant.

Last April, Plainfield Gas Realty won
the board’s approval to build a gasoline
station and a 2,500-square-foot 7-11
convenience store at the corner of North
and Hetfield Avenues, on the site of the
former Lou’s Gulf station and auto

repair facility. Construction of what
will be a four-pump Shell gasoline sta-
tion has been underway for the past few
months.

At the board’s February 2 meeting,
Plainfield Gas was expected to appear
to request that the convenience-store
facility be replaced with a 2,632-square-
foot Dunkin Donuts restaurant, with 22
seats and a drive-through window on its
east side. But the board moved the
hearing to April because it appears some
neighborhood residents have secured
an attorney to argue against Plainfield

Gas’ bid for a Dunkin Donuts. The
initial hearings on the overall redevel-
opment of the property drew vocal
opposition from a number of residents
— as well as concerns among residents
and board members about traffic con-
gestion at the intersection — and the
board’s vote to approve was a not-
unanimous 5-to-2.

In other business at last Thursday’s
meeting, the board gave its unanimous
approval to David Morehead to con-
struct a 16-foot by 16-foot covered
deck at the rear of his home at 2337
Mountain Avenue. At first, Board Chair-
man Ken Anderson expressed some
concerns that the proposal to cover the
deck could possibly lead a future owner
to put up walls along the covered deck’s
sides, enclose it and essentially make
the deck a part of the house. “Without a
roof,” he said, “it’s less likely to hap-
pen.” A rear-yard setback variance was
approved since the deck’s rear edge
will be slightly more than 15 feet from
the property line while the local zoning
ordinance requires a 30-foot setback.

The board also unanimously ap-
proved an application from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
to install a new electronic sign on the
façade of School One on Willow Av-
enue. Principal Justin Fiory told the
board that the new electronic LED
sign will be the same size as the
existing one that contains hand-
changed lettering and is in poor con-
dition. The new sign will be placed on
the right side of the school, where the
building is two stories high, versus
the existing sign’s location on the
one-story left side of the building.

The sign will contain PTA and
school announcements and there will
be no type of advertising on it. Given

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MATH COMPETITION...Mathcounts coordinator Harry McNally of Fanwood gives out awards during Saturday’s
competition in the Roy Smith Theater at Union County College in Cranford. The program promotes math achievement.
Partipants have the opportunity to compete in local, state and national competitions.

Marylou Morano for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOW SWEET IT IS...Meg Wastie, curator of education for The Museum of Early
Trades and Crafts, located in Madison, N.J., presented "The ABCs of Candy" at
the Fanwood Memorial Library on Sunday. The presentation, which was part of
the library's First Sundays program, was sponsored by the Friends of Fanwood
Public Library.

KEEPING ACTIVE...A mini yoga class was among the activities featured during
the Women’s Health Fair in conjunction with National Wear Red Day at the
Chelsea at Fanwood, co-sponsored by Little Hearts Big World CPR and First Aid
Instruction.The third annual event featured women who have survived heart
attacks, healthy snacks, vendors,  and blood pressure screenings by the Fanwood
Rescue Squad. National Wear Red Day raises awareness of heart disease, the
number one killer of women.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YEA FOR NEWSPAPERS...Kindergartners in Megan Brady and Jane Baker's
class at the Goddard School in Fanwood get to hear, first hand from Lauren S.
Barr, center, what it is like being an editor of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
On Tuesday the students had a Q and A with the Education/Arts Editor in
preparation of their upcoming unit on producing their own newspaper.

WF Plan Bd. Hears Daycare
Dispute; Discusses CVS

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At the Monday
night meeting of the Westfield Plan-
ning Board, the application of El-
egant Homes to subdivide a property
located at 511 Edgar Road was ap-
proved, the application of Justin and
Lindsay Bliss to operate a limited
child care facility from their home
was approved and the application of
Crossways Westfield LLC to build a
13,194 square foot CVS at the corner
of South Avenue and Crossway Place
was continued to the Monday, March
6, meeting.

The application to operate a lim-
ited child care facility at 914 Coolidge
Street was approved after much dis-
cussion over the town ordinance re-
garding businesses being run from a
residence and New Jersey’s rules re-
garding residences being used as a
home child care facility.

Ms. Bliss told the board that she
has owned the home located at 914
Coolidge Street with her husband for
the past two and a half years and has

operated the daycare from the resi-
dence ever since purchasing the home.
She has five non-related children in
her care and is permitted by state law
to have up to three additional family
members at home daycare facilities.
She was seeking the board’s approval
to add three more non-related chil-
dren.

“I’m getting really confused be-
tween our ordinance and what the
state requires,” Board member Bob
Newell said referring to the fact that
Westfield’s ordinance is different than
the state of New Jersey’s.

“As a general rule, state law super-
sedes town law,” Board member Sam
Della Fera said.

As the state rule stands, home-based
daycare facilities in the state of New
Jersey can have no more than nine
children, with an exemption for three
family members for a total of 11 chil-
dren in the facility at a given time.
Ms. Bliss has been operating within
state guidelines with five unrelated
children and three family members

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

P.D. Marks Accreditation
By State Police Chiefs Assoc.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday congratu-
lated Police Chief Ted Conley for his
department having been formally ac-
credited by a state police chiefs group.

The accreditation by the New Jer-
sey State Chiefs of Police Associa-
tion came after a lengthy process that
included evaluating various measures
of the department’s operations and
procedures against state and federal
standards. Harry Delgado, who
steered the department’s accredita-
tion process on behalf of the chiefs
association, told the council at its
conference meeting this week that the
accreditation was a “special achieve-
ment” for the police department. He
noted that only 170, or about one-
third, of law enforcement agencies in
New Jersey are accredited.

Township Manager Al Mirabella
called it a “tremendous award” while
Mr. Conley said it was “a great honor”
and also singled out Lieutenant
Beverly Peal for her efforts in steer-
ing the accreditation process to a suc-
cessful conclusion.

In other business, representatives
from the Senior Housing Corp. briefed
the council on its 2017 budget and
spending plans for this year. Mike
Michalisin, the chairman of the hous-
ing corporation’s board, told the coun-
cil that a recent audit of the
organization’s finances had been posi-
tive. Site manager Ken Shatten said
occupancy rates continue to be high
at the 110-unit facility on Lake Av-
enue, which is about two-thirds filled

by Scotch Plains residents.
Mayor Alexander Smith appointed

Brian Doyle and Carla Kelly to the
environmental commission while the
council passed a resolution clarifying
the terms of office for two new mem-
bers of the zoning board of adjust-
ment. Alternate member Frank
DeLuca’s term runs from January 1,
2017 to December 31, 2018 while the
other alternate, Kendra Duran, will
have a one-year term running through
the end of this year.

At its Tuesday, February 21 meet-
ing, the council will hold public hear-
ing on several ordinances, including
one that will prohibit part-time and
appointed township employees and
officials from receiving township-pro-
vided health benefits. The issue of
health benefits for elected officials
was raised during last year’s munici-
pal campaign when then-mayor Kevin
Glover, who had accepted such ben-
efits, defended his actions, saying he
had, in effect, been grandfathered in
because he has been a member of the
council since January 2007 — well
before various changes in state law
forbid part-time government workers
from receiving health benefits.

The council will also vote on an
ordinance that formally appropriates
$185,000 from the state Department
of Transportation to help finance a
milling and paving project on East
Second Street. A hearing will also be
held on February 21 for a special-use
permit to allow the Darby Road res-
taurant to hold its annual St. Patrick’s
Day weekend celebration in conjunc-
tion with the Police Athletic League.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Fanwood Council Reviews
Development Prospects

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The mayor and bor-
ough council Tuesday held an
agenda meeting and a special meet-
ing to approve several resolutions.

The A&P building has been de-
molished and the company plans to
sell the property for development.
The council concurred the develop-
ment will be beneficial to the cur-
rent land owner and there is not
much the borough can do from an
intervention standpoint.

The development right now is fo-
cused towards residential-only.
Mayor Colleen Mahr stated she
wants to do everything in the
borough’s capacity to make the
property multi-use, both residential

and commercial. By New Jersey
state law, new residential builds for
rent must be 15 percent affordable
housing, and if sold 20 percent af-
fordable housing. Mayor Mahr
stated nothing is official and details
on future developments are pend-
ing.

Elizabeth Jeffery, president of EJ
Economic Development Advisors
LLC, stated progress has been made
with the promotion and furthering
of successful business in Fanwood.
Authorization of the execution of a
financial agreement with Station
Square at Fanwood Urban Renewal,
LLC was approved. The project en-
tails 28 market-rate rental units and
seven affordable-housing units.
There are 14 two-bedroom units
and 14 three-bedroom units in the
market-rate buildings. There are two
one-bedroom flats and five two-
bedroom units in the affordable
building. The project will begin pre-
liminary site work in March and
likely will obtain full building per-
mits in June.

Fanwood Vision Center recently
signed a lease in Fanwood Cross-
ing. The Ponzi Tract will be devel-
oped by Jobar Realty Company, In-
corporated. A three-unit residential
building with 2,900 square feet of

commercial space on the first floor
will be developed. Construction will
begin in Spring 2017. The Fanwood
Grille is expected to open this
month. In the commercial corridor,
China Moon Strip Mall building
renovations have been completed.

Sheelen’s Crossing will host a
two-day Irish Festival to celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day on Saturday and
Sunday, March 11 and 12. The event
will be held in the south-side park-
ing lot. Mayor Mahr stated the south
side lot was chosen as it provides
for reliable grounds compared to
the north-side grass field. Alcohol
and food will be served at the event,
which also will feature side attrac-
tions such as 50/50 raffles, among
other offerings.

Mayor Mahr and the council
unanimously agreed the borough
budget would be of utmost focus at
the next meeting. Councilman
Russell J. Huegel stated scissors
would be needed by the mayor and
council.

Paterson Road is next to be fixed
up if there is budget space. Council-
man Jack Molenaar stated that the
council should designate road and
major projects for the year, but also
allow for versatility to perhaps post-

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5, 15
Police ............ 15
Community ... 6-7, 15
Obituary ........ 6

Education ...... 16-17
Sports ............ 9-14
Real Estate .... 9-18
Classifieds ..... 15
A&E .............. 17-18



Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 8 Thursday, February 9, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

159 Millburn Avenue  |  Millburn, New Jersey 07041  |  www.spectorfoerst.com  |  973.258.9200

PROPERTY TAXES 
TOO HIGH?
We saved property owners more 
than $168,786 in taxes last year.
Spector Foerst & Associates   |   Offices located in Union and Essex Counties   |   www.spectorfoerst.com   |   908.322.4886JAMES M. FOERST, ESQ.

DEVELOPMENTREAL ESTATE LAND USE

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

nandcjewelers@gmail.com

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm • Thursday: 10am to 7pm

Saturday: 10am to 5pm • Sunday: Closed
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One Student at a Time
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“Transforming Our Community…
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The personal rewards are endless and the
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 competitive salaries for full-time employees
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remission or reimbursement.   
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 development and are proud to offer a variety of programs to
support our mission.

Make a difference in a student’s life.
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MADE FRESH IN-HOUSE DAILY
COME TASTE THE DIFFERENCE!

OLD WORLD FRESH MOZZARELLA

Police Departments Taking
Part In ‘Project Med. Drop’

Fanwood Residents
Invited to Meet Cops
FANWOOD — Fanwood Police

Chief Richard Trigo and members of
the Fanwood Police Department are
inviting the community to sit down
and have a cup of coffee with local
officers to discuss any law enforce-
ment or policing issues at the local,
regional or national level.

“Coffee with a Cop” will be held
this Monday, February 13, from 9:30
a.m. until 11 a.m. at Mara’s Cafe on
South Avenue in Fanwood.

Residents will be able to discuss
issues, learn more about each other,
and strengthen community ties.

REGION — The Fanwood and
Scotch Plains Police Departments
have joined the New Jersey Attorney
General’s “Project Medicine Drop”
initiative, and have installed Project
Medicine Drop boxes at both police
headquarters.

The announcement makes it easier
and more convenient for Fanwood
and Scotch Plains residents to take an
active role in the fight against the
nationwide epidemic of opiate and
heroin abuse, which often is fueled by
the abuse of prescription painkiller.

“‘Project Medicine Drop’ is a com-
mitment to help improve the public
safety and quality of life in both com-
munities. It will encourage our resi-
dents to be fully aware of the poten-
tial for abuse presented by otherwise
beneficial medications,” Fanwood
Police Chief Richard Trigo and Scotch
Plains Police Chief Ted Conley said
in a joint statement.

The departments new Project Medi-
cine Drop Boxes are located at the
Fanwood Police Department, 75
North Martine Avenue, and the Scotch
Plains Police Department, 430 Park
Avenue. Residents may visit either
police department at any time, 24-
hours-a-day, seven-days-a-week, 365-
days-a-year, to dispose of their un-
used or excess medications.

Project Medicine Drop is a compo-
nent of the New Jersey Attorney
General’s effort to stop the diversion
and abuse of prescription drugs, in-
cluding highly addictive opiate pain-
killers. The initiative also protects
New Jersey’s environment by keep-
ing these drugs out of landfills and
out of the water supply.

Both Chiefs thanked the Scotch
Plains–Fanwood Municipal Alliance
Committee and Prevention Links for

their support and purchase of both
drop boxes.

Through this initiative, the New
Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs
installs secure “prescription drug drop
boxes” at police departments, sheriff’s
offices and State Police barracks
across New Jersey, allowing citizens
to safely dispose of their unused, ex-
cess, or expired prescription medica-
tions.

Members of the public are invited
to visit the Project Medicine Drop
sites and drop off any unused pre-
scription medications anonymously
and with no questions asked. Most
Project Medicine Drop sites make
this service available 24/7.

This initiative also protects New
Jersey’s environment by keeping these
drugs out of landfills and out of the
water supply. More information about
Project Medicine Drop, including the
full list of Project Medicine Drop
locations, can be found at
www.NJConsumerAffairs.gov/
meddrop.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF

ORDINANCE 17-02-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of

Fanwood on February 7, 2017.
Copies of this ordinance can be

obtained without cost in the Clerk’s
Office, at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
NJ between the hours of 8 am to 4

pm, Monday through Friday.

This Ordinance authorizes the Borough
to execute a financial agreement with Sta-
tion Square at Fanwood Urban Renewal,
LLC.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on February 21,
2017, at 7:00 P.M., Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
NJ.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/09/17, The Times Fee: $24.72

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
Notice is hereby given that

ORDINANCE NO. 17-01-R

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH
OF FANWOOD, COUNTY OF UNION,

AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
AMENDING  THE EXEMPTION AND
ABATEMENT FOR COMMERCIAL

AND INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURES IN
REHABILITATION  AREA

was  passed  and adopted on the second
and final reading  at a   meeting  of  the
Mayor and Council  of  the  Borough  of
Fanwood held on February 7, 2017.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/09/17, The Times Fee: $20.75

LEADER GOES HAWAIIAN...Marie and Bob Sloan of Westfield take a break
from their hike at Pali Lookout in Hawaii to catch up with The Westfield Leader.
The Sloans visited Hawaii in December to celebrate their 25th wedding anniver-
sary. While there they also visited Pearl Harbor (USS Missouri overlooking the
USS Arizona Memorial) on the 75th anniversary of the attack. CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Development
pone some projects because of capi-
tal expenditure concerns. Mayor Mahr
stated that she respects residents’ con-
cerns and the pressure to achieve a lot
this year with the budget.

Three proclamations honored
February events including Black
History Month, National Nutrition
Month, and Go Red. Go Red pro-
motes awareness of women’s heart
health. Resident David Trumpp was
chosen as the Fanwood Volunteer
of the Month. Mr. Trumpp is active
in the Lions Club and Fanwood Fire
Department.

The council discussed altering the
award title from Volunteer of the
Month to Citizen or Resident of the
Month. Councilman Huegel stated
that volunteers will be heavily repre-
sented, but that outstanding business
owners who help the community and
other acts of kindness can be recog-
nized as well. His colleagues unani-
mously concurred, although a new
title or award is not official.

Councilman Kevin Boris stated
that altruism is important and he
does not want volunteers to be
slighted, stating two separate awards
should be considered for approval
at the next meeting.

Officials agreed to sign a contract
receiving health services from the
Town of Westfield. Additionally,
Councilman Molenaar introduced

ideas for invigorating the down-
town, such as parklets. A parklet is
when a parking space in a commer-
cial parking lot is turned into a park.
The idea — which is obscure in
nature — will be further explained
to Councilman Molenaar at a Kean
University retreat for local govern-
ment officials.

Mr. Molenaar stated a parklet is
short-term in nature and meant to
grab the public’s attention for its
uniqueness, highlighting the busi-
ness that is participating.

The special meeting consisted of
several resolution authorizations.
Mayor Mahr received authorization
to sign a TWA permit. The council
approved resolutions for the appli-
cation of Station Square at Fanwood.
Council members discussed the ap-
pointment of a construction official.
The construction official position has
a four-year contract limit. Further
confirmation for an extended con-
tract will result in tenure for the
chosen professional. Councilman
Huegel stated he will look over the
final two applicants. Four applicants
applied for the position. Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell and
Councilman Tom Kranz interviewed
the final two applicants.

According to council consensus
the construction official should be
confirmed at the next meeting.

for a total of eight children.
“You buy a house and you don’t want

a business being run next door,” Board
Chairman Vincent Wilt stated. “We are
kind of in a predicament because the
state allows it.”

“This has become a quality of life
issue,” Bruce Lemberg, a resident of
Coolidge Street told the board. “I
have complained to the zoning board.”
Mr. Lemberg said there are cars be-
longing to the employees of the
daycare parked in front of his house
all day long. He also said that parents
dropping off their children often re-
main on site and talk on their cell
phones early in the morning, which
he stated is disturbing.

“There is activity I can’t help but
notice,” Mr. Lemberg continued. “I am
here as a resident of Westfield and I
object to the commercialization of a
residential district.”

“Maybe it’s a quality of life issue, but
it’s legal,” Board member Francis Smith
said.

“The state has a law and there is
nothing we can do,” Mr. Wilt stated.
“Some of your neighbors are a little
angry,” he said addressing Ms. Bliss.
“You have neighbors and you should
want to be a good neighbor.”

Lawyer Stephen Hale presented the
application of Crossways Westfield,
LLC proposing a 13,194 square foot
CVS Pharmacy with a drive-thru at

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CVS
1144 South Avenue, the current loca-
tion of Jax Auto Parts and Body Works
by Fischer. The application sought sev-
eral land use variances.

“This is an exciting new develop-
ment application,” Mr. Hale told the
board.

Jeffrey Martell, a professional engi-
neer representing the applicant, stated
that the “application has come a long
way” referring to the original plans
submitted that proposed a gas station
with a convenience store. Mr. Martell
told the board that he had met with
neighbors of 1144 South Avenue to
gather feedback on two occasions.
“What we purpose is much more con-
sistent with what neighbors requested,”
he said.

After hearing testimony from Mr.
Martell and the architect, several mem-
bers voiced their concern over deliver-
ies, noise and added traffic to the area.
A major concern of several board mem-
bers were the dimensions of the pro-
posed signage.

“They might be the biggest signs in
Westfield,” Board member Francis
Smith said. “I’m wondering, why do
the signs have to be so big?”

The architect stated that the sign was
“in proportion to the mass of the build-
ing” and that it was CVS’s “choice for
high visibility.”

The board asked that the applicant
re-think the size of the signage to which
Mr. Martell replied, “We would have to
reevaluate with our client.”

The application was held over until
the board’s next meeting at which time
the board requested that CVS provide
them with smaller sign options.

A subdivision at 511 Edgar Road
was unanimously approved including
the removal of the existing dwelling
and the construction of two new homes.
The applicant sought variance assis-
tance for a minimum lot area of 6,000
square feet required, where 5,500 square
feet is being proposed for both lots and
minimum lot depth of 120, where 111 is
proposed for both lots.

“What we are proposing fits in with
all the exiting lots,” Bill Hollows, a
professional engineer representing the
applicant stated.

The next meeting of the Westfield
Planning Board is Monday, March 6 at
7:30 p.m.

Rec. Panel Moves Forward
With Tamaques Upgrades

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Recreation Com-
mission Chairman Peter Echausse ad-
vised attendees at Monday’s recreation
commission meeting that the town
council’s finance committee has ex-
pressed strong support for the Tamaques
Park project. The multi-year project
will include two lit multi-purpose syn-
thetic fields, replacing the existing stor-
age facility with a two-story multi-use
building, creation of additional parking
spots and the relocation of the basket-
ball courts.

According to Mr. Echausse, the tar-
get date for starting the project is 2018.
He also noted that the commission will
continue to refine the design ideas and
solicit the input of the park’s various
user groups as the continue to debate
the many complex issues associated
with the project including lighting, field
configurations, parking, regulatory
compliance and player and user safety.

John Bell, the engineer retained to
design the upgrades, made a detailed
presentation to the panel. To facilitate
discussion regarding the size and loca-
tion of the fields and the new walking
paths, Mr. Bell used an aerial photo-

graph with an overlay depicting the
proposed synthetic multi-purpose fields
in relation to the existing fields.

Commission members had a lengthy
discussion regarding the need to design
the fields so as to minimize the impact
on the walking path and to preserve the
trees in the area. Before making a final
decision, the panel agreed additional
information was needed on the field
dimensions which would permit the
widest use. The range of field sizes in
sports such as soccer can range from
330 to 360 feet so commission mem-
bers agreed to postpone a decision until
additional information was obtained.

Mr. Bell spent almost an hour walk-
ing those present through his newly
revised drawings for the proposed
multi-purpose building. The new draw-
ings reflect the commission’s feed-
back on the preliminary designs for
the planned two-story building. Among
the items which are being considered
for the new building are cathedral ceil-
ings, solar panels, accordion partitions
and a gabled roof with a rooftop copula.
At the end of his presentation, Mr.
Echausse reminded commission mem-
bers that plans for Tamaques Park are
“a work in progress.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Dunkin
that the school is situated on a resi-
dential street, the school will limit the
times that the sign is lit, Mr. Fiory
said. From 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., the sign
will be fully lit, he said. From 5 p.m.
to 11 p.m., the lighting will be dimmed
before being turned off fully until
5:30 a.m., when the sign will be dimly
lit until 7 a.m. Mr. Fiory said the
neighbors have not objected, and in-
deed, no neighbors turned out at last
week’s hearing.

The board formally welcomed two
members, Frank DeLuca, who is re-
turning to the board for another term,
and Kendra Duran, who is starting
her first term. The board’s next meet-
ing will be on Thursday, March 2 and
due to the large number of applica-
tions expected to be considered, the
meeting will start 30 minutes earlier
than usual, at 7 p.m.

DISPOSING OF UNUSED MEDS...Scotch Plains Police Chief Ted Conley,
pictured left, with Mayor Al Smith, and Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo,
pictured right, stand next to the Project Medicine Box that are available in both
the Scotch Plains and Fanwood Police Departments for residents to dispose to
dispose of their unused or excess medications.



Thank You!
For Reading Our Publications

Do It Now!
Subscribe

The Westfield Leader & The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES
PO Box 250, 251 North Ave. West, Westfield, NJ 07091

  Tel 908 232-4407; Fax 908 232-0473 Email press@goleader.com

Our newspaper will be mailed to your home and/or place of business each week (within the USA)

Be Our Guest
To a Free, 3-month Trial of the newspaper

(For new subscribers, mailing in Union County, NJ to)

Click Here

Click Here

WESTFIELD, GARWOOD, SCOTCH PLAINS, MOUNTAINSIDE, CRANFORD, FANWOOD, CLARK,
SPRINGFIELD, KENILWORTH, SUMMIT, BERKELEY HEIGHTS and NEW PROVIDENCE

To Serve You.

www.goleader.com/
subscribe

www.goleader.com/form/sub_trial.htm

www.goleader.com/subscribe
www.goleader.com/form/sub_trial.htm


Page 2  Thursday, February 9, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Joe Nolan Named Grand
Marshal of St. Pat’s Parade
UNION — The 2017 Union County

Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Commit-
tee has announced that Joe Nolan of
Westfield has been named Grand Mar-
shal of the 21st Annual Union County
Saint Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade.

Mr. Nolan, a traffic
reporter on radio and
television in the New
York metropolitan area
since 1979, has been
involved with the
Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade
for several years.

“After the shock
wore off, I thought
about what an honor it
is to lead this amazing
parade,” Mr. Nolan
said. “I am proud to be
part of this great cel-
ebration of our Irish heritage.”

Mr. Nolan has promoted the pa-
rade, most notably on the “Shannon
in the Morning Program” on CBS-
FM 101.1 in New York.

“Joe has done so much for both the
parade and for the community,” Pa-
rade General Chairman Harry Capko
said. “We are so proud to have him
lead us as this year’s Grand Mar-
shal.”

In addition to his duties with the
parade committee, Mr. Nolan is ac-
tive with several charities and hospi-
tals throughout New Jersey includ-
ing the New Jersey State Police,
Make a Wish Foundation of New
Jersey and the St. Barnabas Medical

Center.
He is also the owner and founder of

New Jersey Internet Radio, which
provides radio play-by-play of New
Jersey high school sports including

football, boys’ and girls’
basketball and lacrosse.

The Grand Marshal
traces his Irish roots to
Counties Wexford,
Roscommom, Kerry and
Galway.

Sha r ing  i n  t he
honor  are  Nolan’s
children, Bradley and
Conor, and his daugh-
ter-in-law, Michelle,
as well as his long-
t ime  h igh  s choo l
swee t  hea r t ,
Marianne Fitzgerald.

Mr. Nolan will be of-
ficially installed as

Grand Marshal on Saturday, Febru-
ary 11 at 2:30 p.m. during the parade
committee’s annual Investiture Mass
at the Catholic Church of the Holy
Trinity located at 315 First Street,
Westfield, N.J. A reception for the
Grand Marshal will follow at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, located
at 33 South 21st Street, Kenilworth,
N.J.

The 21st annual Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade will step off at 1
p.m. on Saturday, March 11, on Mor-
ris Avenue in Union.

For more information about the
Union County St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade, e visit
unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

Joe Nolan

Correction
In last week’s newspaper we re-

ported in Page 2 that the immigra-
tion and refugee ban was for seven
Middle East countries. The ban
includes Sudan and Somalia, Af-
rican nations, as well Iran, Iraq,
Syria, Libya, Yemen in the Middle
East.

Protests to Continue In
Front of Lance’s Office
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Protests contin-
ued on February 1 in front of Rep.
Leonard Lance’s (R-7th) Westfield
office on North Avenue as New Jer-
sey Citizen Action continues its
Wednesday night protests against
the repeal of the Affordable Care
Act (ACA), better known as
ObamaCare.

Citizen Action describes itself as
“a statewide grassroots organization
fighting for social and economic jus-
tice.” It scheduled eight protests
throughout the state last Wednesday
in front of Mr. Lance’s offices in
Westfield and Flemington, Rep.
Rodney Frelinghuysen’s (R-11th) of-
fice in Morristown, Rep. Frank
LoBiondo’s (R-2nd) Mays Landing
office, Rep. Tom MacArthur’s (R-
3rd) offices in Marlton and Toms
River, and Rep. Chris Smith’s (R-
4th) offices in Freehold and
Hamilton.

“Republicans have started moving
on their plans to repeal the Afford-
able Care Act (ACA), and cut funding
for Medicare and Medicaid, with no
plan to ensure that 30 million people
nationwide – including one million
here in New Jersey – can keep their
health care coverage,” according to a
statement on the New Jersey Citizen
Action website. “We’re taking action
to try and stop this insanity.”

Dena Mottola Jaborska, associate
director of Citizen Action, said 185
people took part in the protest in front
of Mr. Lance’s Westfield office.

Locally, Sharon Stockwell of
Westfield has taken part in the first
three marches (last night’s occurred
after press deadline.) She described
herself to The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
as a “foot soldier” for Citizen Action.

Mrs. Stockwell said she was one of
20 marchers invited to meet with Mr.
Lance in his office during the January
25 protest. She said the group told the
Congressman they want to see the
ACA repaired instead of repealing
the health care law signed by former
President Barack Obama in his first
term in office.

“We are really trying to press
him into repairing rather than re-
placing (ObamaCare),” Mrs.
Stockwell said. She said Mr. Lance
would not commit to not voting for
repeal of the law without a replace-
ment bill set to go. “He plays a
game of semantics” on where he
stands on repeal and replace of the
ACA, she added.

“It (Wednesday night marches) will
go on for months...until this is re-
solved,” Mrs. Stockwell told The
Leader/Times.

When reached in Washington,
D.C. last Friday, the Congressman
said he supports the First Amend-
ment rights of protesters to let their
voices be heard, providing they do
not interfere with anyone else’s
rights, something he said has not
occurred.

The House has yet to vote on

legislation to repeal the ACA in the
current session of Congress. Also,
while several proposals for new
health care legislation are being
considered, nothing has been in-
troduced to date other than proce-
dural votes.

The House passed a budget reso-
lution last Friday that gives Con-
gress the legislative tools to repeal
and replace ACA. In a press re-
lease, Mr. Lance said: “Too many
Americans are disappointed and dis-
illusioned with Obamacare. The law
is too expensive, too restrictive and
too burdensome. Premiums have
dramatically increased, co-ops and
state exchanges have failed, and
medical costs continue to sky-
rocket.”

“We are going to replace the law,
repeal the law,” Mr. Lance told The
Leader/Times, adding that, “I have
never favored repeal without replace-
ment.”

“We can do this step by step” but
not all in one bill, he acknowledged.
“It will be a series of bills,” he added,
and will likely take months and per-
haps years before it is fully imple-
mented, he said. He said House Re-
publicans will have to work with their
Senate counterparts and that some
Democratic support will likely be
necessary.

In terms of President Trump’s com-
ments that he wants quick action on
repealing and replacing ACA, Mr.
Lance’s press secretary John Byers
said the process to fix or replace ACA
by Congress is where “Trump’s rheto-
ric reaches reality.”

The Congressman explained that
while only a simple majority is needed
to pass some parts ACA reform legis-
lation in the Senate through a proce-
dure called reconciliation, 60 votes
will be needed for some parts of any
replacement bills in the Senate. He
also does not see the Republican Sen-
ate majority using the so-called
“nuclear” option to eliminate a fili-
buster on legislation.

Mr. Lance said that out of 3,000
counties in America, one-third of
them only have one option under
Obamacare, meaning just over
1,000 counties have one plan to
choose from. Likewise, he said he
has had constituents in his office
crying because of what he described
as “tremendous” increases in both
their insurance premiums and
deductibles.

Acccording to his press release, the
Congressman “supports bolstering
health savings accounts, incentives for
states to control health care costs, al-
lowing insurance companies to sell
policies across state lines, permitting
small businesses to pool together to
purchase coverage for their employees,
creating state-based insurance pools
for individuals with pre-existing condi-
tions and medical malpractice reform.”

A call and an email for comment
regarding last week’s march was not
returned from Leila Amirhamzeh, who
is the organizer for the Citizen Action
marches.

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m
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BRING RESULTS

Watson Coleman to Hold Meeting
With Muslim Community

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th)
has penned a letter to the members of
the entire New Jersey congressional
delegation requesting their atten-
dance at a meeting with Muslim com-
munity leaders from New Jersey on
Tuesday, February 14, to hear first-
hand from constituents on their im-
pressions of President Donald
Trump’s executive orders on immi-
gration.

“Regardless of where my col-
leagues and I stand on the merits of
these executive orders, our delega-
tion is most effective when we are all

on one accord. I look forward to
working with my colleagues to pro-
vide our constituents with the sup-
port and guidance that they expect
and deserve and this bipartisan meet-
ing serves to meet that need.”

The meeting request follows a con-
ference call Rep. Watson Coleman
hosted with Muslim leaders across
her district.

Watson Coleman Named
Panel Vice-Ranking Member

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th)
was unanimously elected on Janu-
ary 31 by her Democratic col-
leagues to serve as vice-ranking
member of the Homeland Security
Committee for the 115th Congress.
She released the following state-
ment:

“...I look forward to advancing poli-
cies to keep Americans safe from an
array of threats to our national secu-
rity. Terrorism has directly affected
my district, so I know first-hand that
the work of this committee is essen-
tial to the well-being and safety of not
only New Jersey, but also the nation.
As we begin our work with a volatile
and, seemingly, unprepared Trump
Administration, it is more important
than ever that we stand firm in the

fight against terror – both foreign and
domestic – and move closer to mean-
ingful and impactful solutions for the
entire Department of Homeland Se-
curity.”

In the 114th Congress, Rep.
Watson Coleman served as the rank-
ing member for the Subcommittee
on Oversight and Management Ef-
ficiency, was the primary sponsor
of three bills that passed the full
House, and worked with her col-
leagues to improve the operations
of U.S. national security infrastruc-
ture.

“I want to congratulate Congress-
woman Watson Coleman on being
chosen by her colleagues to be vice-
ranking member of the Committee
on Homeland Security. In this po-
sition, she will help me lead the
committee Democrats as we en-
sure the Department of Homeland
Security and its federal, state, lo-
cal, and private sector partners are
working together to keep our na-
tion secure,” Ranking Member
Bennie G. Thompson (D-Miss.)
said. “Not only is Congresswoman
Watson Coleman experienced in
government – she is a fighter – and
I know she will stand for what’s
right.”

Her election as vice-ranking
member follows her appointment
as ranking member for the Sub-
committee on Transportation and
Public Assets under the Commit-
tee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

ATTENTION MODEL TRAIN ENTHUSIASTS...Union County residents are
invited to warm up at the A. Paul Mallery Model Railroad Center in Union
Township this Saturday, February 11, and learn how to use the latest electronic
equipment to operate trains by viewing the action on multiple layouts. The
Railroad Center is located in a mixed-use area of Union County’s Lenape Park.
The Model Railroad Club, a non-profit organization, runs the Railroad Center.
The center is open to the public every Saturday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Admission
is $6 per adult 18 and older, $5 per teen 12 to 17, and $4 for children 5 to 12.
Children under age 5 are welcome, and are admitted for free.

Bill to Protect Public Safety
Officers Approved By Panel

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Capitol Senior Housing
Complains of Admin. Fee

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough
council received a presentation Tues-
day night from Paul Schneider, an
attorney representing Capitol Senior
Housing, one of the nation’s largest
operators of residential communities
for senior adults.

The company operates 129 senior
living communities which server more
than 16,300 residents. Capitol plans
to develop a facility in Mountainside
on Springfield Avenue adjacent to the
Primrose School. Mr. Schneider,
Tuesday night, contended that the
borough mistakenly charged his cli-
ent $79,642 in administrative fees in
connection with its application to the
board of adjustment. According to
Mr. Schneider, the administration
classified the proposed facility as
“residential” when the Uniform Con-
struction Code mandates that it be
considered “commercial.”

He noted that the purpose of the
administrative fee is to cover the costs
of postage, secretarial support and
other ministerial matters, and it was
“inconceivable that that amount of
money could be involved in this ap-

plication.” Mr. Schneider claimed the
fees for the typical facility range from
$5,000 to $10,000 and suggested that
his client would be willing to con-
sider resolving the dispute by obtain-
ing credits for future costs such as
sewer hookup and filing fees.

At the conclusion of Mr.
Schneider’s presentation, Borough
Attorney John Post explained that the
council would discuss the matter dur-
ing its executive session and would
advise him as soon as possible on a
proposed course of action.

In other business, Council mem-
bers unanimously voted in favor of an
emergency appropriation of $123,266
to replace the 911 call system which
is 17 years old and is no longer sup-
ported by Verizon. The new state-of-
the-art MAX Call Taking Call Con-
troller Bundle system will be leased
for five years, officials said.

The council’s next meeting will be
held on Tuesday, February 21. At that
meeting, the council will issue a proc-
lamation recognizing Youth Art
Month and conducted a second read-
ing on a proposed ordinance to in-
crease the membership fees at the
Mountainside Community Pool.

TRENTON – Legislation to sup-
port workers who are attacked while
supervising inmates or detainees con-
tinued advancing this week and is now
poised for final legislative approval.

Under current law, a corrections
officer or juvenile detention officer
who is seriously injured after a prison
riot or inmate attack and cannot work
does not receive any salary while wait-
ing for workers’ compensation to take
effect, which can take several months.

The bill, A-3422, would establish a
compensation program that would
allow state corrections officers, juve-
nile corrections officers, juvenile de-
tention officers, parole officers and pro-
bation officers who suffer bodily injury
as the result of an attack by inmates,
detainees or other persons under their
supervision to continue to receive full
wages until they begin receiving work-
ers’ compensation payments.

In addition to workers’ compensa-
tion, the injured employee also would
receive regular supplemental pay-
ments from his or her employer in an
amount that, when combined with
workers’ compensation, equals his or
her net wage at the time of the injury.

As amended, the bill’s provisions
would also apply to civilian employ-
ees who work directly with inmates
or detainees, and to probation offic-
ers who suffer bodily injury as the
result of an assault committed by an
inmate, detainee, or person on proba-
tion while engaged in official duties.

State Human Services police offic-
ers, conservation officers and park
police officers who suffer bodily in-
jury would also be eligible for the
compensation program.

The bill was approved by the As-
sembly Appropriations Committee and
now awaits final Assembly approval.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Kean Thanks Retiring Sen. Allen
 For Her Tenure In Senate

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21st, Westfield)  has thanked
Senator Diane Allen (R-7th,
Burlington) for her service as she will
not seek re-election to the New Jersey
State Senate: “Diane Allen has been a
fierce fighter for the women and chil-
dren of New Jersey, a trusted leader in
our caucus, and a true friend to me
personally. Her many accomplish-
ments are too numerous to count, and
her resolve and dedication to address
issues of importance for the people of
New Jersey have been unmatched.”

The former Philadelphia TV news
anchor has served in the Senate since
1998 and previously served a term in
the State Assembly. She ran for United
States Senator in 2002.

Philly.com reported that Senate
President Steve Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) has endorsed Assembly-
man Troy Singleton (D-7th,
Burlington) as Democrats are ex-
pected to target the seat as they try to
increase their 24-16 majority in this
gubernatorial election year.

Lance: Neil Gorsuch Is
‘Mainstream Conservative’

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) is-
sued the following statement regard-
ing President Trump’s nominee to the
U.S. Supreme Court:

“Neil Gorsuch is a thoughtful and
qualified choice to replace the great
Justice Antonin Scalia. Judge Gorsuch
is mainstream conservative who I am
confident will be confirmed by the
U.S. Senate to the nation’s highest
court.”

Lesniak to Challenge Exxon
Deal, Statehouse Renovation
Senator and Democratic Guberna-

torial candidate Raymond Lesniak
(D-20th, Elizabeth) has said he “will
soon be before the Appellate Divi-
sion arguing to knock it (state’s settle-
ment with Exxon) out.”

“Christie’s settlement clearly
violates the law and allows Exxon
to walk away from more than one
hundred years of polluting streams
and waterways and destroying
marshlands and wetlands with a
check worth nearly one billion dol-
lars.”

“I’m (also) challenging Christie’s
Statehouse renovation project that bal-
looned from $38 million to $300 mil-
lion without public scrutiny,” the
Senator said.

Tenafly Councilman
Running for Governor

Mark Zinna, Tenafly council presi-
dent, has announced his candidacy
for governor. According to Mr. Zinna
the, “shocking reality of Donald
Trump being elected president of the
United States has happened because
the leadership of both political par-
ties have become completely discon-
nected from the people.”

“It seems their only concern is keep-
ing themselves in power. They’ve lost
sight of the people’s priorities — jobs,
transportation, education and prop-
erty tax relief. We want to save the
Democratic Party — putting it back
on the right track. Unfortunately, our
leaders started this race for governor
by selling the party nomination to the
candidate with the deepest pockets.”

He has proposed “Medicare for
All New Jerseyans” through a single-
payer health care system, a state pro-
gram providing no-interest higher-
education student loans repayable as
a portion of a graduate’s future earn-
ings, dismantling of the Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey and
replacing it with smaller agencies,
curbing corporate and PAC spend-
ing and instituting term limits for
state legislators, providing services
at lower cost through municipal con-
solidation and encouraging cost-
sharing.

Kean: Senate Dems
Should  Focus on N.J.

State Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) has
urged Senate Democrats, the major-
ity party in the State Legislature, to
spend less time criticizing Washing-
ton, D.C. and time working to fix
New Jersey.

“With Senate Democrats so focused
on federal affairs in Washington,
they’ve ignored work on reforms they

have the power to advance in Trenton
that could have a real impact on the
lives of every New Jerseyan.

“They’ve planned votes to express
opposition, but they haven’t planned
any votes on cutting property taxes,
nor have they planned votes on creat-
ing opportunities for students and job
seekers, or on ethics reforms that
would help to rebuild trust in our
government institutions.

“Rather than work for headlines,
Senate Democrats should start work-
ing for New Jersey,” Mr. Kean said.

Fulup Signs Order Making
Jersey City A Santuary City

 Jersey City Mayor Steve Fulop
has signed an executive order  to
make Jersey City a "sanctuary city"
for immigrants who have entered the
country illegally, The Jersey Journal
has reported. The 10-page order bars
city police officers from honoring
immigration detainer requests from
U.S. Immigrations and Customs En-
forcement, prohibiting federal immi-
gration and border protection agents
from accessing city facilities or prop-
erty without a warrant.

Governor Chris Christie in a Super
Bowl halftime interview with Fox
News’ Bill O’Reilly said he supports
President Donald Trump’s executive
order that would cut off federal aid to
santuary cities, the newspaper reported.

Ex-Assemblyman Gets
Eight Years for Scam

Former state assemblyman Robert
Schroeder of Washington Township has
been sentenced to eight years in jail for
admitting he took nearly $1.9 million
from investors in a North Dakota busi-
ness deal while writing $3.4 million in
bad checks to other creditors, accord-
ing to an on-line news report.

He has agreed to full restitution of
$5.3 million to investors he scammed.
Schroeder, a Republican, represented
the 39th legislative district that included
parts of Bergen and Passaic Counties.

Mayors Head to D.C. on
Funding Flood Project

Debbie Appointed New
Union County Police Chief

COUNTY — County Manager
Alfred J. Faella has announced he
has appointed James Christopher
Debbie, a 29-year veteran of the
County Police Division, as its police
chief.

Chief Debbie becomes the county’s
10th police chief in the division’s
history, and has served as the officer
in charge since 2015. He will be re-
sponsible for supervising a police
force of 73 sworn officers and 25
civilians. His appointment is effec-
tive immediately.

“I would like to thank the Free-
holder Board and county manager for
their support and confidence,” Chief
Debbie said. “In this era, the county
faces a complex set of security con-
cerns and the County Police have
evolved to become a lead agency in
providing public safety and home-
land security services to the region. I
look forward to working with our
various partners in meeting these chal-
lenges, protecting the public and pro-
viding our services.”

Freeholder Chairman Bruce H.
Bergen congratulated Chief Debbie
on his appointment.

“Chris has led a lengthy, distin-
guished career in our County Police
Department, and is an excellent choice
to lead this vital agency,” Freeholder
Bergen said. “We wish him well on
his appointment and look forward to
working with him.”

Chief Debbie succeeds Daniel
Vaniska, who retired in 2015 after
serving as the division’s police chief
for 13 years.

Chief Debbie joined the County
Police Department in 1988, became a
detective in 1997, a sergeant in 2003,
lieutenant in 2007 and captain in 2013.
Along the way, he supervised detec-
tives, Special Investigations/Narcot-
ics, criminal investigations, internal
affairs, and other high profile func-
tions of the departments. He was also
assigned to the Essex-Union Auto
Theft task Force, and supervised and
conducted plainclothes street narcot-
ics operations.

As officer in charge for the past two
years, he was the executive officer of
County Police, and responsible for
the day-to-day operations, answering
to Public Safety Department Director
Andrew Moran.

REGION — The Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed Flood Con-
trol will be heading to Washington,
D.C. on Wednesday, February 15 to
urge Congress to appropriate in Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s first budget
funds to begin the engineering and
pre-construction work on the Rahway
River Flood Mitigation Plan.

Bolstered by the federal U.S. Army
Corps. of Engineers draft environ-
mental impact statement that said there
are no impacts that can’t be mitigated
with reasonable actions, the Mayors
will be asking that the chief engineers
final report be completed and that
plans for construction begin. The
Mayors expect to meet with Con-
gressmen Leonard Lance (R-7th) and
Donald Payne (D-10th), Senators
Corey Booker (D-N.J.) Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.) and Army Corps.
of Engineers senior staff.

Cranford Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. said, “Over $100 million
of damages were faced by residents
along the Rahway River during (Hur-
ricane) Irene. The Mayors have kept
their eye on the ball to ensure progress
and we appreciate our federal and
state representatives who have been
behind us all the way.”

Alternative 4a includes modifica-

tion to the Orange Reservoir, adding
two 36-inch outfall pipes permitting
the reservoir to be drained two days
before a major storm to reduce signifi-
cantly the water elevation downstream
during the major storm event. There
will be downstream channel improve-
ments through Cranford with one and
one-half mile of channel deepening
with most of the channel work done in
the river not on land. Also there is
expected to be lifting or acquisition of
numerous properties in Rahway.

The Mayors Council includes:
Cranford Mayor Hannen; Union
Mayor Suzette Cavadas, Rahway
Mayor Sam Steinman, Kenilworth
Mayor Anthony Deluca, Springfield
Mayor Diane Stampoulos, Millburn
Mayor Cheryl Burstein, and
Maplewood Mayor Victor DeLuca.

Accident Victims
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Health Board Discusses
Lead, Subway Report

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The board of
health held a monthly meeting Mon-
day night to discuss 2017 outreach
goals and recent health code viola-
tions by a downtown takeout estab-
lishment.

Megan Avallone, Westfield health
officer, stated that Governor Chris
Christie’s unfunded mandate setting
a lower threshold for lead poisoning
is important, but involves hurdles.
Governor Christie changed the ac-
tion threshold for lead poisoning from
a 10 to a five. An action threshold is
discerned from a simple blood test
completed with a finger stick. Ms.
Avallone stated total lead poisoning
or action incidents in Westfield might
increase from two incidents last year
to as many as 30 or more in 2017.

She stated that lead is ingested by
way of old pipes delivering water in
residential homes and public build-
ings. Other lead incidents involved
window renovation and chipped
paint in residences. The Westfield
Board of Education has their own
state mandates and initiatives per-
taining to drinking water in public
schools.

Talking about the board’s 2017
goals, the health officer said the board
should involve resolving and mitigat-
ing lead action incidents through pub-
lic outreach on the causes and symp-
toms. Board members agreed, saying
that requiring residents to employ
lead-trained only contractors may be
a solution. Councilman David
Oliveira, council liaison to the board,
stated that the New Jersey state con-
struction code is regulated by the
state and such rules may be beyond
the board’s purview. Westfield Board
of Health members unanimously
agreed to discuss such regulations
further at the next meeting after con-
sulting with the town attorney.

Ms. Avallone mentioned concerns
with Governor Christie’s lead man-
date as having a rippling effect on
all health issues within the New
Jersey health officer’s purview.
Health officers are a shared service.
The Westfield Regional Health De-
partment serves seven towns. Cur-
rent response time to action inci-
dents is two to four days per case,
she said.

 With thresholds set lower, further
advanced blood testing will be
needed thus increasing the response
time by months for many cases. Ms.
Avallone said even if Westfield does
not see an increase in lead action or
poisoning incidents other towns may.
A health officer may have to spend
more time responding to specific
incidents instead of addressing other
current public health issues or epi-
demics.

Westfield Board of Health mem-
bers mentioned addiction resources
or outreach on childhood obesity and
wellness as other focuses in 2017. Dr.
Lawrence Budnick, a board member
and its former president, said that
controlling soda sizes sold in town
businesses could help children stay
healthy. Councilman Oliveira stated
that dictating what children consume
is up to their parents, not the job of the

Westfield Board of Health.
Mr. Oliveira said Westfield has pro-

active parents. Board members unani-
mously concurred that resourceful in-
formation on healthy alternatives will
remain the active approach by the board.

Subway on Quimby Street was
deemed unsatisfactory to operate by
the Westfield health officer. Subway,
without approval from the Westfield
Health Office, continued to operate
or may have closed only for a brief
period. Ms. Avallone was not the re-
sponding health officer so not all spe-
cific case details were available at
Monday’s meeting.

Ms. Avallone stated the issue was
believed to be a lack of communica-
tion between Subway’s owner and
management’s correspondence with
town health officials. Ms. Avallone
said details will be provided at the
Monday, March 6 meeting. Ms.
Avallone said the board, after con-
sulting the town attorney, should pass
a resolution allowing the board to
revoke a businesses license for dis-
obeying health codes. The resolu-
tion will be discussed at the next
meeting. Never before has a busi-
ness continued operation after being
deemed unsatisfactory, Ms. Avallone
said.

Board members unanimously
agreed such disobedience must have
a consequence.

SERVICE PROJECT...The 4-H Service Club made over 100 ham and cheese
sandwiches and donated them to the St. Joseph's Community Service Center of
Elizabeth. Union County 4-H is a youth development program of the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension. Pictured, from left to right, are: Aaron Coleman of
Westfield, Robert and Michael Laumbach of Fanwood, both members of the Union
County 4-H Service Club.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Lance Comments on
Iran Sanctions

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has released
a statement on the Trump Adminis-
tration placing new sanctions on
Iran:

“Iran’s latest ballistic missile test
was again in total disregard and vio-
lation of U.N. Security Council reso-
lutions and international law. For too
long Iran has been under the impres-
sion that it can test missiles, finance
terrorism and abuse its own people
without ramifications. I am pleased
President Trump took this action. Iran
needs to get the message that its provo-
cations will not go unanswered,” Mr.
Lance said.

Mr. Lance this week also joined
colleagues Peter J. Roskam (R-Ill.),
Lee Zeldin (R-NY) and Doug
Lamborn (R-Colo.) in introducing the
Iran Non-nuclear Sanctions Act that
would target the Islamic Republic’s
support for terrorism, human rights
abuses and ballistic missile program.
Senator Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) is in-
troducing similar legislation in the
U.S. Senate.

The four lawmakers chair the
House Republican Israel Caucus.
The Iran Non-nuclear Sanctions Act
would impose new sanctions against
Iran’s military and elements that
help terrorism. It also imposes new
sanctions against those who know-
ingly aid Iran’s ballistic missile pro-
gram.

Teen Charged With
Social Media Threats
LINDEN — A Linden High School

student has been charged with threat-
ening fellow students and teachers
via a series of social media posts
made last week.

Juvenile complaints for making
terroristic threats, creating a false
public alarm, and cyber harassment
have been filed against the student, a
16-year-old female who is not being
identified due to her age, according
to a statement released by Union
County acting Prosecutor Grace H.
Park and Linden Police Chief
Jonathan Parham.

A photo was posted on an Instagram
account titled “lhslasthours” depict-
ing a rifle resting on a car’s steering
wheel with the caption “11:36 a.m.,”
authorities said. Additional captions
on other posts threatened that the
author would be “shooting anyone
who gets in my way” and warned “do
all your little drills, I’m already in the
building.”

Police performed a search of
the high school, which was placed
under lockdown for much of the
morning, but no actual threat was
uncovered. Students were dis-
missed for the day shortly after 1
p.m.

The 16-year-old was taken into cus-
tody without incident pending an up-
coming appearance in court.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
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Email Ads as pdf files in color
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Letters to the Editor
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Lance Votes Called
Into Question

According to The Star-Ledger, Rep.
Leonard Lance (Republican, 7th District)
voted to allow coal mining companies to
dump heavy metal waste into the lakes
and streams of the country and to allow
patients with diagnosed mental illnesses
to purchase guns. (I have not been able to
verify independently this information.)

I do not believe that these extreme
positions accurately represent the voters
of our district, and furthermore I believe
that these votes will lead to irreparable
damage to our society. Rep. Lance must
be held accountable for these and other
out-of-the-mainstream positions he has
taken during his tenure in Congress. If
Mr. Lance honestly believes that pollut-
ing our waterways and arming mentally
ill individuals is beneficial for his con-
stituents and the country, we are in deep
trouble.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Millions Will Lose Insurance If
Lance, Trump Repeal ACA

In response to a recent letter writer’s
confusion about why a hundred or so
demonstrators are regularly picket-
ing Congressman Leonard Lance’s
Westfield office, let me explain.

The Affordable Care Act (ACA)
gave Americans access to health cov-
erage without service limits, cover-
age for reproductive health, cover-
age despite pre-existing conditions,
coverage for mental health services
and coverage for children to remain
on their parents’ insurance to the age
of 26. Further, the ACA brought the
expansion of Medicaid to millions
of the working poor. FACTS demon-
strate that while premiums have con-
tinued to rise under the ACA, the
rate of increase has diminished from
pre-ACA levels.

Congressman Lance has repeatedly
voted for repeal of the ACA and in
January voted with Trump to defund
it. Repeal of the ACA will reverse all
of those hard-won benefits, despite
the empty promises by the GOP that
we can keep the goodies, lower the

cost, remove the mandate, and get
better coverage. That is a lie.

Twenty million Americans will lose
their insurance if Congressman Lance
and President Trump succeed in re-
pealing the ACA. Millions more will
fall off the Medicaid rolls and return
to emergency rooms nationwide for
care. Who will pay for that? You will,
just as you did before the ACA was
enacted, when annual premiums in-
creased by double digits every year.
Those unlucky enough to have pre-
existing conditions will be tossed
aside as uninsurable, just as they were
before the ACA.

I am happy to report that protests
are having an impact and Congress-
man Lance is now giving lip service
to repair of the ACA rather than re-
peal. I urge this paper to begin cover-
ing the public activism we are wit-
nessing in this community; these is-
sues are important to us all.

Pat Hoynes
Fanwood

With Obamacare Being Unsustainable,
Will Trumpcare Succeed?

Many of us realize Obamacare,
while it has provided medical insur-
ance for many, is rapidly becoming
unsustainable. It is therefore ques-
tionable how long it will exist and not
collapse under its own weight. In some
cases, the cost of insurance has tripled
for some after Obamacare was initi-
ated. We also see the cost of co-pays
and deductibles becoming thousands
of dollars depending on the plan taken,
while the subsidiaries help many with
low incomes for the premium cost.
But in order to provide funding, things
like dictating mandatory coverage for
all and increased taxes on some items
were required.

In addition, we have seen many
insurance companies dropping out of
the Affordable Care program. In fact,
our medical office only accepts two
insurance companies from the ex-
changes. One wonders when that will
become one or none.

The Republican-led Congress un-
der President Donald Trump is look-
ing at correcting these shortcomings.
These we are told will include some
of the more popular items such as
maintaining insurance for a child up
to 26 years old and a ban on prevent-
ing a preexisting condition from be-
ing grounds for rejection by an insur-
ance company. Possibly things like
insurance coverage that span across
state lines, allowing bare bones cata-
strophic insurance policies, remov-
ing of the mandatory coverage re-
quirements and the like are under
consideration. These changes along a
number more sound promising, but it
is yet to see the impact.

Some time ago I sat down with my
then Congressman and asked why is
medical and drug coverage so expen-
sive in the USA. I heard people were
actually going up to Canada to buy

their drugs. I never got a good answer
at that point in time and hope this time
it is addressed.

I have to admit it is hard to believe
that insurance companies can make a
profit when individuals pay several
thousand dollars for coverage and
potentially receive tens of thousands
of dollars in benefits.

I hope the Republicans execute the
installation of Trumpcare, without
these problems, but at present I lack
the confidence that they will or can. I
see that the problems will exist for
either Obamacare or Trumpcare.

However, based on the experience
with the start-up of Obamacare, the
website was less than stellar and con-
fusion was rampant.

One way I see to eliminate any
problems to the public on roll out is to
allow a select group of approximately
500 Americans to use this new law
first and de-bug it for at least a year,
before Obamacare is discarded for
the common man. These individuals
are those in the executive branch,
cabinet, Congress and the Supreme
Court. I grant that many are old enough
and are on Medicare, but others are
not and must feel the pain so they
know how to fix the problems before
we have to.

The other option is to leave it in
place, develop a tried and tested al-
ternate and pull the pin when and if
Obamacare fails.

I will be sending a copy of the letter
to Senators Menendez and Booker,
Congresswoman Watson Coleman
and the White House. In addition, I
will forward it to the media and try to
send it to Congressional leaders as
well.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

ACA Has Helped
Millions Stay Healthy
Who are the people demonstrating in

support of the Affordable Care Act (ACA)
every Wednesday in front of Leonard
Lance’s office? We are your neighbors –
most from Westfield, all from the 7th
Congressional District. We are teachers,
engineers, store clerks, nurses, doctors,
students, computer techs, homemakers,
small business owners, social workers,
crossing guards, truck drivers, factory
workers, and retired people. We all want
what is best for America.

The Affordable Care Act has helped
millions of men, women and children get
healthy and stay healthy. A healthy
America is a strong America. A healthier
population keeps taxes lower. The Af-
fordable Care Act has helped to achieve
this. We demonstrate because it is our
constitutional right. We demonstrate be-
cause it is our responsibility to let our
elected representatives know how we feel.
God bless America. God bless our Con-
stitution. Power to the People.

Lisa Quackenbush
Westfield

Why Are Our New First Lady And
Son Being Made Butt of Criticism?

Low blow after low blow against
the family of President Donald J.
Trump.

Reuters reports that Ralph Lauren
is receiving blowback because he de-
signed the inauguration dress for Mrs.
Melania Trump and there is even a
boycott of his clothing.

Marc Jacobs said:  “Personally, I’d
rather put my energy into helping out
those who will be hurt by (Donald)
Trump and his supporters.”

Sophie Theallet said: “As one who
celebrates and strives for diversity,
individual freedom, and respect for
all lifestyles, I will not participate in
dressing or associate myself in any
way with the next First Lady…I en-
courage my fellow designers to do
the same.”

“I was asked to design (Melania
Trump) quite a few years ago and I
declined,” Tom Ford told “The View.”
“She’s not necessarily my image.”

 Philip Lim said: “It’s been such an
emotional roller coaster of an elec-
tion process. The result has only con-
firmed my belief that we must stand
for what we represent as a brand, so
my sentiments are still the same. As a
global brand, we are always looking
to partner with individuals that we
have authentic relationships with, ul-
timately, women and men that share a
similar set of values, desires and ide-
ologies: inclusion, diversity, justice,
consciousness, innovation…With that
said, we do not have a current rela-
tionship with Mrs. Trump, and don’t
foresee a relationship developing
under the Trump administration.”

Derek Lam was quoted as saying:
“…my response is, while I have in-
credible respect for our country’s
political institutions, I find it chal-
lenging to be personally involved in
dressing the new First Lady. I would
rather concentrate my energies on
efforts toward a more just, honorable
and mutually respectful world…I re-
ally don’t see myself getting involved
with the Trump Presidency.”

Humberto Leon said: “No one
should, and if she buys your clothes,
tell people you don’t support it. You
know who you are.”

 And then there is Katie Rich, a
writer for “Saturday Night Live,” who
tweeted, “Barron will be the country’s
first homeschool shooter.”

 What is happening to our precious
democracy that President Trump’s
wife and their 10-year-old son are
made the butt of such criticism and
contempt?

 Should we not wonder sometimes
why so many of our fellow citizens
want nothing to do with running for
public office, whatever the level, let
alone for President?

A democracy is built on the free
and open exchange of ideas on the
mountaintop and not in the gutter.

First Lady Michelle Obama at the
Democratic National Convention last
year declared, “No, our motto is when
they go low, we go high.”

A motto not for party alone, but for
all of us if we want to preserve and
enrich our democracy and way of life.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Does Statue of Liberty
Apply to Muslims?

We should all be ashamed and embar-
rassed by the recent Presidential execu-
tive order issued by Mr. Trump barring
immigration from certain predominantly
Muslim countries (but not those where
Mr. Trump has a financial investment).
We are all immigrants or descended from
immigrants. America stands for religious
freedom, not religious discrimination.
This ban extended to American citizens
with green cards, those with visas, and
even grandparents who were coming to
America to visit their grandchildren.

The poem at the base of the Statue of
Liberty, perhaps America’s best-known
international symbol, says, “Give me your
tired, your poor, Your huddled masses
yearning to be free…” I didn’t know that
that didn’t apply to Muslims. The major-
ity of Syrians coming to America from
that horrible conflict are children. Mus-
lim countries are now responding to
America’s prejudice. And so it begins…
as so many of us feared. Actions like
these are not what makes America great,
but weak, isolated and losers of our moral
compass and world standing.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Saporous – Of or having taste or

flavor
2. Planchet – A flat piece of metal

ready to be stamped as a coin
3. Soldan – A sultan or any Moslem

ruler or prince
4. Anthropophagy – Cannibalism

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

VEDRO
1. Small metal cuplike stand for hold-

ing hot coffee cups
2. A Russian liquid measure equal to

3.249 gallons
3. An old woman; a hag
4. A plug, such as in barrels

CRASSAMENTUM
1. The thick red part of the blood
2. The decayed trunk of a tree
3. The part of a clam or mussel which

contains the internal organs
4. A pathological accumulation of se-

rous fluid in a bodily cavity
PANDICULATION

1. A flickering or sparkling
2. Revenge; reprisal
3. Any large stage prop in the theater

which depicts the background
4. The act of stretching and yawning

JAGER
1. A barrel maker
2. A riding whip
3. A hunter or rifleman
4. A blacksmith

Veterans Diversion Program
Can Provide Second Chance

Among those within our society facing special chal-
lenges today are United States military veterans who have
returned from active duty with physical and psychological
wounds incurred in the course of serving our country.
These wounds not only impact these veterans’ health but
their overall ability to return to a normal life after their
discharge — often with serious or tragic consequences.

Veterans suffering from the effects of conditions such as
PTSD (Posttraumatic Stress Disorder) frequently have diffi-
culty coping with everyday routines, relationships and eco-
nomic survival, stressful situations that can be the catalyst for
behavior or acts that may send them into the criminal justice
system. For these already vulnerable individuals, the pros-
pect of a criminal record or incarceration can only compound
their troubles and may further hasten a downward spiral.

Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) has sponsored legislation, A-4362, the identi-
cal Senate bill being S-307, that would create a statewide
program through which eligible military veterans who
have committed a crime or offense would be diverted from
the criminal justice system and into case management,
where they would receive appropriate support and treat-
ment. Prosecutors would decide if a veteran was eligible
for the diversion program based on the nature of the
offense and the candidate’s mental health status.

Additionally, the legislation calls for the New Jersey
Department of Military and Veterans’ Affairs to partner
with federal, state and local government entities that serve
veterans for the coordination of Veterans Diversion Re-
source Centers in each of the state’s 21 counties.

The legislation prescribes development of a training
course and a curriculum for all law enforcement offic-
ers regarding the handling, investigation and response
procedures for cases involving military service mem-
bers who are diverted to the program. Additionally, the
Department of Military and Veterans’ Affairs would
maintain a registry of veterans to serve as mentors to
those enrolled in the diversion program. The state
attorney general would be required to present an annual
report to the New Jersey Legislature regarding the
progress of the initiative.

We hope this legislation will succeed and provide a
“second chance” to veterans who continue to struggle
upon their return from battlefields in defense of our
freedom. Of course those veterans deemed eligible for the
diversion program must themselves demonstrate coop-
eration and a commitment to it, but we believe they
deserve this special consideration, in return for the ex-
treme “special consideration” they gave their nation and
fellow citizens through their service.

Dems Should Not Have Gagged
Senate Leader Tom Kean

The nastiness in our nation’s capital has apparently
spread to Trenton. Seeing Democrat state lawmakers
ripping into President Donald Trump on everything from
his temporary travel ban on immigration from seven
nations in the Middle East and Africa to his pick for the
United States Supreme Court, Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) last week said Demo-
crats should focus on state rather than Washington, D.C.
issues.

Senator Nia Gill (D-39th, Montclair) said: “Judge (Neil)
Gorsuch’s Hobby Lobby ruling alone demonstrates that
he will take positions that limit women’s access to contra-
ceptives and healthcare.... he would seek to repeal
longstanding and established decisions that would harm
millions of women and families in this country.”

Senator Linda Greenstein (D-14th, Cranbury) com-
mented that President Trump’s executive order to ban
immigrants and refugees “from Muslim-majority coun-
tries and indefinitely ban Syrian refugees from entering
the United States...are un-American and morally repre-
hensible. We cannot possibly promote national security
and public safety by fear mongering and discriminatory
policies that target one group based on their religious
beliefs...”

In response to these and other statements by the major-
ity party in the state’s capital, Senator Kean last week said
that, “With Senate Democrats so focused on federal
affairs in Washington, they’ve ignored work on reforms
they have the power to advance in Trenton that could have
a real impact on the lives of every New Jerseyan. They’ve
planned votes to express opposition, but they haven’t
planned any votes on cutting property taxes, nor have they
planned votes on creating opportunities for students and
job seekers, or on ethics reforms that would help to rebuild
trust in our government institutions.

“Rather than work for headlines, Senate Democrats
should start working for New Jersey,” Sen. Kean con-

cluded.
In response, Sen. Kean said he was called “out of order”

by the Senate opposition leadership on Monday and that
Democrats blocked three Republican-led bills from ad-
vancing. These bills dealt with full forfeiture of pension
benefits for any elected or appointed official convicted of
a crime, establishment of a transportation cost analysis
task force, and a bill that would, among other provisions,
set the level of health care benefits, require employee
contributions, and require retirees to purchase health care
coverage through exchanges.

Sen. Kean said he was blocked from making comments
from the floor. He released his remarks on the Senate
Republicans webpage.

“We have the opportunity to enact meaningful reforms
that would directly impact and improve the lives of every
New Jerseyan...Let’s keep our focus on solving the real
problems of the people of New Jersey, and let’s act just as
quickly as we’ve shown we can do with the legislation
that’s currently before us,” Sen. Kean wrote.

We believe our legislators should focus on the business
at hand such as a new school funding formula that is
financially responsible and reduces the burden school
districts like Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Cranford face where upwards of 90 percent of their school
budgets are funded through local property taxes.

If elected officials want to make political statements,
they should do it on their own and not on the state
taxpayers’ dime. Also, we urge Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) and Assembly Speaker
Vincent Prieto (D-32nd, Secaucus) to not strip away
speaker rights from those across the political aisle from
them. After all, they are correctly blaming Governor Chris
Christie for his revengeful actions against his so-called
“enemies,” including the press and opponents of the state
gasoline tax hike. Isn’t what Senate Democrats did to Mr.
Kean similar action?

More letters on pages 5, 15
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DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS AND TRUSTS.
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

201 SOUTH AVE
WESTFIELD

654-8885

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

DIVORCE LAW

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

REAL ESTATE

By Sal Caruana
Former Westfield Councilman

908-789-2324 
908-917-6946 Fully Insured  

References Available  WWW.js2remodel.com 

In Hollywood versions of an alien
or lunatic takeover of the White
House, a free democratic election has
never been the means. As the saying
goes, fact can sometimes be stranger
than fiction.

Sixty million Americans disliked
Hillary Clinton more than enough to
be unafraid to vote for a man who was
widely called (and is) “temperamen-
tally unfit” to be President. How are
they feeling about that choice today?
Apparently some not so good, ac-
cording to Donald Trump’s national
“unfavorable” rating, the highest for
any President after eight days in of-
fice. The Crazy Train has arrived in
Washington.

On Election Day, Trump got a dis-
mal 38 percent (5,261) of Westfield
votes, probably the lowest Republi-
can total in a two-way race since
FDR’s wartime presidency. More re-
cently 48 percent of the Westfield
vote went to Mitt Romney in 2012,
and 44 percent to John McCain in
2008.

With much to fear in advance from
the prospects of a radical Trump presi-
dency, the operational dysfunction of
its first two weeks has been nothing
less than scary too. “Alternative facts?”
Those are the lies that the repressive
regime in North Korea relies on to stay
in power. The press (the “opposition
party”) should “shut up?” Dictator-
for-life Vladimir Putin thinks so too,
though some opposition journalists and
broadcasters who don’t shut up have a
way of turning up dead on Moscow
streets. Yes, unlikely here in America,
but when will we find out that Stalin
has been Trump’s role model all along?
Did Stalin own hotels?

The scariest twist of all is that Steve
Bannon (chief strategist) has emerged
very quickly as the shadow ruler of
the Trump White House, a man who
critics of his appointment have called
a racist, a sexist, an anti-Semite and
an Islamophobe.

Bannon has gained ground at the
expense of two of the few politically
moderate influences in the Trump
circle who threaten his world view,
Jared Kushner (senior advisor and
son-in-law) and Anthony Scaramucci

Now Arriving:
The Crazy Train

(White House Office of Public Liai-
son and a friend of mine from Wall
Street).

On Feb. 1 the New York Times
published a “Where’s Jared
Kushner?” Op-Ed piece, bemoaning
his disappearance, and on the front
page a leaked story quoting unnamed
“administration officials” about the
propriety of Scaramucci’s business
divestiture (ironically, one of the few
full divestitures in the new adminis-
tration) and whose swear-in at the
time of this writing now seems very
unlikely. Bannon wins. America loses.

In this early shuffle, Kellyanne
Conway (counselor to the President)
will now be the primary public policy
voice of the administration. Reince
Priebus (chief of staff) has settled in
nicely as the errand boy, provided he
keeps his mouth shut too (doing a
very good job of that so far). And then
there is Press Secretary Sean Spicer,
whose sweaty daily spin sessions will
set a new performance standard for
tragic comedy. They should create a
new Emmy category just for him:
Best Performance By A Public Dis-
grace. Meanwhile, the man behind
the curtain for now is Steve Bannon,
an angry individual with un-Ameri-
can values, apocalyptic fears and an
unprecedented seat as a full member
of the National Security Council.

Back in 1960s I was friends with
Donald Trump’s father, Fred, my
family’s landlord for 35 years and
also got to know young Donny (a
narcissist even then) from a distance.
As a result I have followed his very
public life for almost 50 years, during
which our paths crossed often in New
York City. One observation from the
1990s (his casino bankruptcies) stands
out among many: Donald Trump is a
poor crisis manager, and is at his
delusional worst in times of threat.
When Putin or world events inevita-
bly raise a threat I hope President
Trump relies on more voices, and not
just the one in his head that obses-
sively whispers Hillary’s name and
“three million illegal votes.” That one
can do America a big favor by also
telling him to see a mental health
specialist, sooner rather than later.

Local Elected Officials
Terms Up In 2017
State Senate
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield)
Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden)
State Assembly
Jim Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway)
Jerry Green (D-22nd, Plainfield)
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
Nancy Munoz (D-21st, Summit)
County Sheriff
TBA
County Freeholders
Angel Estrada (D)
Chris Hudak (D)
Vernell Wright (D)
Cranford Twn. Committee
Patrick Giblin (D)
Andis Kalnins (R)
Fanwood Council
Russell Huegel (D)
Kevin Boris (D)
Garwood Council
Lou Petruzzelli (D)
Sarah Todisco (D)
Mountainside Council
Keith Turner (R)
Deanna Andre (R)
Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky (R)
Westfield Council
Sam Della Fera (R, 1st Ward)
Ken Donnelly (R, 2nd Ward)
David Oliveira (R, 3rd Ward)
Keith Loughlin (R, 4th Ward)
Cranford Board of Education
Lisa Carbone, Daniel Demarco,
Kristen Mallon, Kurt Petschow, Jr.
Garwood Board of Education
Aaron Watkins, Christine Guerriro
Linda Koenig
Mountainside Board of Education
Dante Gioria
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education
Evan Murray (Scotch Plains)
Debora Brody (Scotch Plains)
Jeanne Cleary (Fanwood)
Westfield Board of Education
Chris Langhart, Peggy Oster
Mark Friedman

Letters to the Editor
Support Ban Until We Can Set Up

Procedures For Entry Into the USA

Presidents Carter, Clinton Also
Took Action on Immigration Policy

Outrage is flaming throughout the
land from the opposition of President
Trump’s immigration protocol. They
call him a racist, bigot and un-Ameri-
can. For your information, he is not
the originator of the watchdog of bor-
ders and illegal immigration.

To my Democratic friends, again, I
hope you can handle the truth. Immi-
gration received its first hard stand by
President Jimmy Carter as a result of
the takeover of the United States em-
bassy in Iran where 60 hostages were
held captive for 444 days. President
Carter responded by performing an
intense investigation of 7,000 Irani-
ans living in the United States and
ordered 15,000 Iranian students to
leave the United States.

President Clinton, speaking to a
joint house of Congress on illegal
immigration, said: One, stiff protec-
tion of all borders; two, increase bor-
der patrol by 50 percent; three, in-
crease inspections of corporations to
prevent the hiring of illegal aliens,
and four, he signed an executive or-
der that anyone who hires an illegal
alien will not be eligible for federal
contracts.

Mrs. Clinton as a senator voted
three times to fund a wall to protect
the American border with Mexico.
She said it makes sense; we have to
protect our borders.

Last by not least, we hear the cry
from the Mexican President how
wrong it is for President Trump to
order illegal Mexicans back to
Mexico. Do you the dissatisfied know
what the Mexican law is in reference
to immigration? Well, I will tell you.
Not one illegal alien is allowed to
remain in Mexico and you can check
it out. If you are caught in Mexico,
you are immediately deported, no
questions, no explanations (and that’s
a fact jack).

So now do you see a different per-
spective in the protocol in reference
to immigration by President Trump?

The following is the historical di-
ary of immigration in the United
States.

Many of you may not recall the

Cuban crisis of the early 60s when
Fidel Castro allowed all to leave Cuba
who wished to do so. This was a guise
to empty his prisons, exporting mur-
derers, rapists and other felons among
law-abiding Cuban citizens. The re-
sult of that immigration was a sharp
rise in crime in Miami. It became the
mecca of drug trafficking and main
line of cocaine distribution; so much
so, that a 1983 movie starring Al
Pacino called Scar Face depicted this
drug czar’s rise to infamy. This is only
one example of the effect of mass
immigration.

There isn’t any American that I
know who would object to any immi-
grant coming to America. I think that
President Theodore Roosevelt said it
best in reference to new immigrants
and I quote:

“In the first place, we should insist
that if the immigrant who comes here
in good faith becomes an American
and assimilates himself to us, he shall
be treated on an exact equality with
everyone else, for it is an outrage to
discriminate against any such man
because of creed, or birthplace, or
origin. But this is predicated upon the
person’s becoming in every facet an
American, and nothing, but an Ameri-
can. There can be no divided alle-
giance here. Any man who says he is
an American, but something else also,
isn’t an American at all. We have
room for but one flag, the American
flag, we have room but for one lan-
guage here, and that is the English
language, and we have room for but
one sole loyalty and that is a loyalty to
the American people.”

To some it may seem to be that
President Theodore Roosevelt’s view
on immigration was very exact. He in
fact described what we call America,
the great melting pot. For example,
when you melt copper and zinc, we
no longer have copper or zinc, we
have brass. Like in kind, all the na-
tionalities that come to America be-
come part of that melting pot, they
become Americans.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

There seems to be a lot of hyper-
bole surrounding the recent travel
ban on persons from seven nations
where there is no internal structure
that would assist in vetting potential
travelers. Many intelligence and en-
forcement officials from the previous
administration have publicly stated
that screening and security measures
were and are currently inadequate to
prevent potential terrorist from enter-
ing the USA; especially in these seven
countries.

When an individual applies for a
visa to enter the USA there are a
number of checks that the U.S. em-
bassy in that country can use to verify
information on the visa application.
In some of these countries, we have
no representation, in others we do not
have the ability to verify information.
There is historical precedence for
these bans and previous Presidents of
the USA have used sections of the
Immigration and Nationality Act to
either ban or restrict the flow of people
from certain countries into the USA
in order to protect its citizens. After
all, isn’t the first responsibility of the
President to keep American citizens
safe?

Where were the tens of thousands
liberal protesters and Democratic
Congressmen when President Obama
used his authority to restrict and slow
immigration from Iraq for a six-month
period? President Obama also refused
entry to 91 Cuban refugees two days
before he left office and they were
deported. On the first day of the ban
325,000 travelers entered the USA;
109 travelers already in transit were
detained at U.S. airports for ques-
tioning and all of them were released.
I’m guessing that more people in a
day in the USA have foul-ups when
they try to renew their driver’s li-
censes or vehicle registrations at
D.M.V. offices across the nation. Ever
go to a sporting event? Eighty thou-
sand people face security lines to get

into football stadiums; have you trav-
eled lately and had to endure the TSA
security lines/procedures at airports?
Unfortunately, this is a way of life in
these dangerous times — we will all
be inconvenienced.

The chaos is not caused by 109
people, but by the massive protests
from the tens of thousands of lem-
ming protesters who have little knowl-
edge of all the facts; just ask them. In
watching these protests, I find it inter-
esting that it doesn’t appear the pro-
testers are “working class” Ameri-
cans. I don’t really understand as the
administration made it clear it isn’t
issuing a ban on a religion; it is a
“temporary” pause on people coming
from countries that are sources of
terror. I believe the security of the
citizens of the USA takes precedence
over the ability of people from for-
eign countries to either travel or im-
migrate to the USA.

I don’t believe that a temporary
delay for a new administration to
examine flawed vetting procedures
currently in place is unreasonable.
The refugee situation is challenging.
I do not support the USA allowing
refugees entry into this country that
do not wish to assimilate to our cul-
ture, abide by our laws, and our way
of life. One just has to look at Europe
to observe how the massive influx of
refugees has dramatically increased
criminal activity, especially crimes
against women, and put a strain on
local resources. I do believe we should
assist those countries like Jordan and
Turkey help address the influx of
refugees. We should help in setting
up safe zones in the Middle East and
help the refugees placed in those safe
zones live and survive safely in their
own culture and way of life.

 I support the President and sup-
port the temporary ban until we can
set up improved procedures for entry
into the USA. Let’s all support this
President and give him an opportu-
nity to accomplish and make our coun-
try safer. Those that dissent are free to
do so as long as they do so in a lawful
way and do not engage in property
destruction and do not physically at-
tack others who do not agree with
their point of view.

Robert Cozzolina
Westfield

Trump Continues to Act In A Manner
That Lacks Respect for The Office

A letter-to-the-editor in last week’s
Leader/Times suggested that Mr.
Trump has not been granted a presi-
dential honeymoon period, and I
agree, but the notion that this is being
done out of hand and without legiti-
mate concerns is mistaken.

For many, Mr. Trump’s behavior
during his campaign was disqualify-
ing, and now that he is the President
he continues to speak and act in a
manner that lacks dignity and respect
for the office. But most problematic
are his ideas, policies and the people
he’s surrounding himself with. He,
and many on his team, have never
worked in the government. Some of
his cabinet choices have previously
spoken or acted out against the de-
partments for which they were cho-
sen to lead, and some are just woe-
fully unqualified.

Mr. Trump’s actions as President
thus far seem to be rushed simply to
fulfill some of his campaign prom-
ises. There appears to be no in-depth
analysis or discussions as to the mer-
its or faults of any particular policy
with anyone outside of his inner circle.
In particular, the executive order on
immigration was signed and imple-
mented without any inter-departmen-
tal review or notifications. This has
led to chaos, and any embarrassment
and ridicule that the President has
incurred because of his haste is cer-
tainly self-inflicted.

Moreover, the assertion that Mr.
Trump is the first President to be
denied a honeymoon is inaccurate, as
this traditional American courtesy was
dismantled in 2008 by the Republi-
cans after Barack Obama was elected.
Even before he took office, secret
meetings were held by members of
the Republican leadership in which
they planned a no-honeymoon strat-
egy to resist the incoming President’s
agenda. And on the night of President
Obama’s inauguration on January 20,
2009, prominent members of the GOP
met to formulate specific plans to
fight the President on EVERYTHING.
The Tea Party began local protests
shortly after, and the first national Tea
Party demonstrations followed in

February 2009.
Primarily, Republicans opposed

Mr. Obama in order to regain power.
They acted on behalf of their own
electoral ambitions, and their goal
was to make government ineffective
in order to blame President Obama
and the Democrats. They even rallied
against legislation that they them-
selves had initially proposed. As the
late Republican Senator George
Voinovich stated, “If he was for it, we
had to be against it.” Their plan
worked, and to the detriment of the
American people, the 112th and 113th
Congress, led in the House by the
Republicans, were two of the most
unproductive in history.

Conversely, Mr. Trump is being
opposed because of his policies. His
opponents believe they are acting in
the best interest of all Americans as
they strive to uphold the core values
on which our nation was founded.
Criticism and protest have always
been vital to our democracy, and as
Theodore Roosevelt wrote in 1918,
“To announce that there must be no
criticism of the President, or that we
are to stand by the President, right or
wrong, is not only unpatriotic and
servile, but is morally treasonable to
the American public.”

Nancee Novak
Scotch Plains

Speaking Out



Page 6  Thursday, February 9, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Mountainside Library Slates
Additional February Events
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Public Library has
revealed additional events sched-
uled for the month of February.

“Saturday Musical Getaways:
Folk/Country Concert” will be fea-
tured this Saturday, February 11, at
2 p.m. Guests Andy and Judy Daigle
from Bridgewater, Mass. perform
folk music concerts at libraries and
coffeehouses throughout the north-
east. In their concerts they explore
many different genres and facets of
folk music. Their repertoire covers
“old-time” traditional songs as well
as tunes from the folk music stal-
warts of today. For more informa-
tion, visit andyjudysing.com.

“Guided Meditation for Inner
Peace” will be offered on Thurs-
day, February 16, at 7:30 p.m. Each
month Sally Younghans and par-

ticipants explore the most talked-
about, evidence-based meditation
techniques for inner peace, overall
well-being and stress reduction.
This month’s topic will explore in-
tentions and affirmations.

A program entitled “Meet Ben-
jamin Franklin” will be presented
Thursday, February 23, at 7:30 p.m.
Through art and artifacts from East
Coast museums and collections,
guest speaker Mike Norris will in-
troduce the audience to the author,
printer, political theorist, politi-
cian, Freemason, postmaster, sci-
entist, inventor, civic activist,
statesman and diplomat known as
Benjamin Franklin.

To register for programs at the
Mountainside Public Library, visit
the library at 1 Constitution Plaza
or call (908) 233-0116.

A Positive Divorce – The Good News
Hellenic Therapy Center

Maria Sikoutris Di Iorio,
MA, Eds, MFT, LPC

The reality is that a successful rela-
tionship takes hard work and a suc-
cessful divorce takes harder work. It’s
difficult to stop being “intimate part-
ners” and become just two people
working together to raise a child. The
good news is that with
patience and persis-
tence you can have a
positive divorce. Di-
vorce is ranked at the
top of the list of stress-
ful life events. A good
divorce has three com-
ponents: 1) The family
remains a family, 2) The
negative effects on chil-
dren are minimized, and
3) Both ex-spouses in-
tegrate the divorce into
their lives in a healthy
way.

Having a good di-
vorce means identifying
the reality of your situation and focus-
ing on creating a positive response for
your family.

Truths to keep in mind:
Family change hurts: It involves

painful adjustments for parents, chil-
dren and others. The good news is that
there are things parents can do to ease
the discomfort for children and them-

selves.
Parents are leaders for

children: It can be diffi-
cult to lead anyone when
you are feeling injured,
angry or fearful. The
good news is that par-
ents can do things to
help themselves be-
come stronger and work
through their anger.

Single parenting is
difficult: It can feel
strange to be a parent
without the safety net
of a two-parent home
(that is, comfort in
knowing that someone

else is there to help). Children can
develop very well within two sepa-
rate loving and supportive homes.

There are many things parents can-
not control: People can feel anxious
and scared when they cannot find a
source of personal power in a diffi-
cult situation. The good news is that
you do have control over your re-
sponse to change.

The idea of cooperating with your
former partner in any area may seem
like an impossible job. However, when
you have children, it is a job that has to
be done. Many parents have been quite
successful, over time, in creating a
partnership focused only on parenting
issues. This new relationship looks
and feels very different.

At the Hellenic Therapy Center,
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, we have a team of profession-
als who specialize in working with
families and individuals going through
transition. You may visit
www.hellenictherapy.com. Hellenic
Therapy Center is available for day,
evening and weekend hours. You may
call (908) 322-0112.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Old Guard to Hear Talk
On History of Evolution

Brian Regal

SUMMIT AREA — Brian Re-
gal, Professor of History at Kean
University, will speak to the Sum-
mit Old Guard at its Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 14 meeting. He
will talk about the “Ori-
gins of the Races.”

Much of Professor
Regal’s talk will focus
on an historical study of
how scientific theories
are constructed, then
perceived and used in
popular culture, religion
and politics for extra-
scientific ends.

Darwin’s theory of
evolution was scientific,
but with religious over-
tones. It did not follow the script in
Genesis. It has provoked debates
in popular culture, eugenics and
creationism. Scientific analysis
goes beyond finding fossils, iso-
lating DNA and dating strata.

Professor Regal’s talk will focus
on some of the more explicit ele-

ments of evolution, in particular,
how evolution impacts questions
of race and ethnici ty.  The
professor’s current research fo-

cuses on the engage-
ment of man with
monstrous creatures
— his working title is
“Darwin and the
Monsters.”

All active men age
50-plus are invited to
attend the Tuesday
morning meetings of
the Summit Area Old
Guard. Meetings are
held at the New Provi-
dence Municipal
Center, located at 360

Elkwood Avenue, New Providence.
A coffee hour starts at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by a 10 a.m. business
meeting brightened by singing and
humor. Guest speakers begin their
talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate
in sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays,
concerts and other cultural events.
For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log
onto the website
summitoldguard.org.

Theater Project to Feature
The Last Ten Years

CRANFORD — The Theater
Project will present a reading of
The Last Ten Years, a new play by
Joseph Vitale, on Saturday, Febru-
ary 18, at 2 p.m., in the Cranford
Community Center. The Cranford
Community Center is located at
220 Walnut Avenue.

The Last Ten Years charts the
final decade in the marriage of
Doug and Pam Hernshaw. Through
a series of vignettes, the play tells
the story of a marriage from its
hopeful early days, through es-
trangement, to eventual separation
and divorce. In The Last Ten Years,
the audience meets a bright, attrac-
tive couple who are good people,
but not good together.

Mr. Vitale, a semi-finalist at the
2012 Eugene O’Neill Theater/Na-
tional Playwrights Conference, is
the author of multiple plays, includ-
ing Murrow, which was performed
Off-Off Broadway in May 2016 at
the Phoenix Theatre Ensemble in
New York, and in September 2016
as part of the ACANSA Arts Festi-
val in Little Rock, Ark. In October
2016, his one-act play, Ledges, was
part of the 2016 North Park Play-
wrights Festival in San Diego, Ca-
lif. He is a member of the Drama-
tists Guild and the Theater Project
Playwrights Workshop.

Following the play reading, the
audience will have the opportunity
to discuss the play with Mr. Vitale.
The Theater Project, headquartered

at the Burgdorff Cultural Center in
Maplewood, is an acclaimed pro-
fessional theater group and the win-
ner of two New Jersey Tony
Awards. Admission is free and all
are welcome. The Friends of the
Cranford Public Library will spon-
sor this program.

Lincoln Center Screening Is
Sunday at Local Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will present a
Lincoln Center screening of
“Cassandra Wilson and The
Campbell Brothers: A Sacred Steel
Love Supreme” this Sunday, Febru-
ary 12, at 1 p.m. This concert was
performed and recorded at the
Damrosch Park Bandshell on Au-
gust 8, 2015.

Cassandra Wilson performed one
of the leading roles in Wynton Marsalis’
“Blood on the Fields,” the first jazz
work to receive a Pulitzer Prize. Her
1992 landmark album, “Blue Light
‘Til Dawn,” paved the way for a new
generation of jazz singers through rep-
ertoire that challenged American
Songbook standards.

This concert celebrated the 20th
anniversary of that album and in-
cludes emotionally rich interpreta-
tions of blues, folk and country songs
— as well as standards and originals.

The Campbell Brothers are torch-
bearers of sacred steel guitar. Their
world premiere performance of John
Coltrane’s “A Love Supreme” re-
vealed the full gospel affinities and
spiritual transcendence of
Coltrane’s masterwork in honor of
its 50th anniversary.

Lincoln Center Local partners
with local libraries to bring exclu-
sive free screenings of Lincoln

Center’s finest performances di-
rectly to communities. Major sup-
port for “Lincoln Center Local: Free
Screenings” is provided by the Oak
Foundation. Additional support is
provided by the Booth Ferris Foun-
dation and the Altman Foundation.
MetLife is the national sponsor of
Lincoln Center.

This program is free and open to
all. No registration is required. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

Workshop to Focus
On Book Origami

SCOTCH PLAINS — A Book
Origami Workshop will be held on
Thursday, February 16, at 7 p.m., at
the Scotch Plains Public Library. Par-
ticipants in this adults-only workshop
will create their own piece of book art
under the direction of artist Earl Hicks.

Interested persons are invited to
visit the library to preview Mr. Hicks’
work in the display case by the Cir-
culation Desk. Advance registration
is required to ensure availability of
materials. Registration may be done
online at scotlib.org, by calling (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or by
e-mail at library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

Youth Chess Club
Set February 22

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Library
cardholders ages 9 to 16 are invited to
participate in the Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library’s chess club, led by in-
structor Errol Singh, on Wednesday,
February 22, at 6 p.m.

Pre-registration is required for the
chess club and participation is lim-
ited to Scotch Plains and Fanwood
cardholders. Online registration for
this session will open on Monday,
February 13. Space is limited.

For more information, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, e-mail
library@scotlib.org or stop by the
library Reference Desk. More infor-
mation about other upcoming teen
activities is available on the Scotch
Plains Public Library’s website,
scotlib.org/teens.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Senior Club to Hear
About Gruning’s

WESTFIELD — The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on Mon-
day, February 13, at 1:30 p.m., in the
parish center. The parish center is
adjacent to the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church, located at 315 First
Street, Westfield.

Club members will welcome
Marilyn Schanaros, who will speak
on an old favorite of many —
Gruning’s ice cream store. She will
give attendees the history of this popu-
lar establishment. All are welcome.
Refreshments will be served.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000219

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-031872-15

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: HARRY M. KARCHER AND MRS.

HARRY M. KARCHER, HIS WIFE; PATRICIA
KARCHER

Sale Date: 02/22/2017
Writ of Execution: 10/13/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Nine Hundred
Thirty-Six Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty and
05/100*** $936,830.05.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD in the County of UNION, and
the State of New Jersey.

Tax LOT 22, BLOCK 2709 F/K/A LOT 14,
BLOCK 726.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS 648 WEST BROAD
STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Dimensions of the Lot are: (Approximately) 50
x 145.50 x 50 x 145.50.

Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the North-
westerly side of West Broad Street, 134 feet from
the Northeasterly side of Scoth Plains Avenue.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Total Upset:  ***Nine Hundred Sixty Thousand
One Hundred Ten and 92/100*** $960,110.92
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 01/26, 02/02, 02/09
& 02/16/17 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000208

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-050068-10

Plaintiff: DITECH FINANCIAL LLC
VS.
Defendant: STANLEY W. PEARSON III;

LYNNE M. PEARSON, HIS WIFE AND MID-
LAND FUNDING LLC

Sale Date: 02/22/2017
Writ of Execution: 09/14/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seventy-One Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty-
Nine and 73/100*** $471,969.73.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD, County of Union and
State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 180 NORTH
MARTINE AVENUE, FANWOOD, NEW JER-
SEY 07023.

It is known and designated as Block 15, Lot 17.
The dimensions are approximately 90 feet X

256 feet.
Nearest cross street: Pleasant Avenue.
Prior lien(s): Chicago Title Insurance Com-

pany issued an Indemnification Letters regard-
ing Prior Mortgages and Prior Judgments (SEE
ATTACHED EXHIBIT “B”).

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Eighty-Four
Thousand One Hundred Seventeen and 03/
100*** $484,117.03 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 01/26, 02/02, 02/09
& 02/16/17 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000165

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012705-09

Plaintiff: BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: FRANK A. ERICKSON,

SANTANDER BANK F/K/A SOVEREIGN BANK
Sale Date: 02/22/2017
Writ of Execution: 11/03/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Eight
Thousand Five Hundred Ninety-Four and 31/
100*** $608,594.31.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Westfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 203
Livingston Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

TAX LOT #: 13 f/k/a 20, BLOCK #: 4002 f/k/a
506.

APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 150 x 137 x
25 x 87 x 125 x 50.

NEAREST CROSS STREET: Stilling Place.
SUBJECT TO ANY OPEN TAXES, WATER/

SEWER, MUNICIPAL OR TAX LIENS THAT
MAY BE DUE.

PRIOR MORTGAGES AND/OR JUDG-
MENTS: N/A.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Twenty-Two Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Four and 67/100***
$622,804.67 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
UDREN LAW OFFICES, P.C.
111 WOODCREST ROAD
WOODCREST CORPORATE CENTER
SUITE 200
CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY 08003
(856) 669-5400
4 T - 01/26, 02/02, 02/09
& 02/16/17 Fee: $169.34

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000164

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-038119-15

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS CWALT,
INC., ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST 2006-29T1,
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES

VS.
Defendant: ARI MILTON BRAFMAN AND

ALISON HART BRAFMAN, H/W; AMERICAN
EXPRESS BANK FSB; MORTGAGE ELEC-
TRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS INC.
SOLELY AS NOMINEE FOR AMERICA’S
WHOLESALE LENDER

Sale Date: 02/22/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/29/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Nine
Hundred Ninety-One Thousand Thirty-One and
36/100*** $1,991,031.36.

The property to be sold is located in Town of
Westfield in the County of Union, and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as 1031 Minisink Way,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tax Lot 24, Block 306.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 126 feet

wide by 169 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Morning Glory Lane.
Total Upset:  ***Two Million Twenty-Nine Thou-

sand Five Hundred Nine and 67/100***
$2,029,509.67 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT, NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 01/26, 02/02, 02/09
& 02/16/17 Fee: $177.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000154

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-039004-14

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: HEMLATIA J. DESAI; JANAK M.

DESAI; JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A.;
SURESH SOLANSKI

Sale Date: 02/22/2017
Writ of Execution: 11/16/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Five Thousand Five Hundred Ninety-One
and 91/100*** $355,591.91.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of MOUNTAINSIDE, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1070 SUNNY
VIEW ROAD, MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY
07092-2123.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 10, BLOCK 7.E on
the official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of
MOUNTAINSIDE.

Dimensions: 170.00 FEET X 100.00 FEET X
170.66 FEET X 115.00 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: Summit Road.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Sixty-Eight

Thousand One Hundred Thirty and 11/100***
$368,130.11 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 01/26, 02/02, 02/09
& 02/16/17 Fee: $204.00

Hypertension Checks
To Be Available

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship nurse will be available at the
Scotch Plains Public Library for blood
pressure checks on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 14, from 10 a.m. to noon. No
registration is required.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

– Obituaries –
Olga Worobetz, 90, Was Loving
Wife, Mother and Grandmother

Olga Worobetz

Mrs. Olga Worobetz, 90, of
Garwood, N.J., passed away peace-
fully on Tuesday, January 31.

Olga was born in Astoria, Queens,
New York City, on March 9, 1926.
She met her future hus-
band, Joe, at The Ukrai-
nian Village in Franklin,
N.J. They married on
Thanksgiving Day 1947
and first lived in New-
ark, N.J., before moving
to Garwood in the early
1950s.

Her motto may have
well been, “Stay Calm
and Carry On,” as evi-
dent that after her hus-
band Joe’s passing in
1982, Olga set out to
learn to drive for the first time,
maintain a home, and travel nation-
ally and internationally. Then, de-
spite the loss of many of her family
over the years as well as best friend
and neighbor Violet Motyczka, she
carried on still by taking the bus
every working day from Garwood
into New York City, where she
walked through midtown to work
across the street from Grand Cen-
tral Terminal for a publishing com-
pany; she did this for the better part
of three decades. Health conditions
may have slowed her down in re-
cent years but she maintained a gym
membership up until very recently

and often traveled to visit family
and friends.

She is predeceased by her hus-
band, Joseph Worobetz; her par-
ents, John and Rose Kubaryk; her

sister,  Ann, and
brother, Pete. She is
survived by, as she
liked to always say,
“Her Boys,” John and
wife Cheryl, Mark and
wife Lisa, Joe and wife
Stephanie, and Bill.
She also leaves her be-
loved grandchildren,
Krista, John, Brian,
Leah, Allison and
Tyree, and great-
grandchildren, Ryan,
Ava and Carson.

A wake in Olga’s memory along
with a celebration of her life and the
reunion with her husband, Joe, after
almost 35 years was held at Dooley
Funeral Home in Cranford, N.J., on
Friday, February 3. A church service
took place on Saturday, February 4,
at the Holy Ascension Ukrainian Or-
thodox Church in Maplewood, fol-
lowed by interment at the Holly-
wood Cemetery in Union.

In lieu of flowers, the Worobetz
Family requests a donation be made
in Olga’s name to the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, 650-52 Irvington
Avenue, Maplewood, N.J. 07040.

February 9, 2017

Lubinski Elevated
To Army Captain

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD —
Michael Lubinski, a 2006 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
was promoted to the rank of captain in
the U.S. Army effective January 1.
Captain Lubinski currently is stationed
at Fort Polk, La., assigned to the 519th
Military Police Battalion.

The captain enlisted in the West
Virginia National Guard in November
2009, completing Basic Training at
Fort Sill, Okla., as a private first class.
He commissioned as a second lieuten-
ant at Joint Base Lewis-McChord in
July 2011 after completing ROTC at
West Virginia University.

www.goleader.com

Leola T. Mumford, 89, WHS Alumna;
Active In Church, Eastern Star, P.E.O.

Leola T. Mumford, 89, of Basking
Ridge passed away on Monday, Feb-
ruary 6, 2017, at Fellowship Village.

Leola was born on June 23, 1927
in Scranton, Pa., to the late Olive and
Everett Thomas. At age ten, she
moved with her family to Westfield,
where she resided for 27 years be-
fore moving to Scotch Plains, where
she resided for 53 years. In 2007
Leola moved to Fellowship Village
Senior Living in Basking Ridge.

Leola was a graduate of Westfield
High School and Berkeley Secre-
tarial School. She worked for many
years at the Exxon Bayway Refin-
ery and later at her husband’s busi-
ness, Mumford Dental Ceramics in
Scotch Plains.

Leola was a member of the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield for over 70 years. She was
very active in Atlas Chapter Order of
the Eastern Star, serving as Worthy
Matron twice, District Deputy and
also serving as Grand Chaplain of
the Grand Chapter of O.E.S.  She
also was a past president of Chapter
U of P.E.O. in Westfield.

She was predeceased by her hus-

band, David M. Mumford (1999),
and her brother, Robert E. Thomas.
Surviving are her daughter, Judith
Leslie, and her husband, D. Will-
iam Leslie, of Lansdale, Pa.; her
son, David Mitchell Mumford, Jr.,
and his wife, Margaret, of Bolton,
Mass.; her grandchildren, Brian
Leslie and his wife, Stephanie Har-
ris, Julie Frey and her husband,
Nicholas, Timothy Leslie, Katelyn,
Ryan and Maureen Mumford; and
two great-granddaughters, Aurora
Harris-Leslie and Claire Frey.

Visitation will be at Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue,
Fanwood, N.J., tomorrow, Friday,
February 10, from 4 to 7 p.m. A
memorial service will be held at
the First United Methodist Church
in Westfield on Saturday, February
11, at 11 a.m. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to the First
United Methodist  Church,
Westfield, N.J. or to Fellowship
Village Senior Living, Basking
Ridge, N.J. For additional infor-
mation or to sign the guestbook,
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

February 9, 2017

Ketubah Unit Plans
Lunch Outing

AREA — The B’nai B’rith Ketubah
Unit (55-plus) will meet for lunch on
Sunday, February 19, at 2 p.m., at
Jade Dynasty, located at 925 Amboy
Avenue, Edison.

The cost is the price of one’s own
meal. Prospective member couples
and singles are welcome to come.
Interested persons are asked to re-
spond to Elaine at (908) 232-0062 by
Thursday, February 16.

Hist. Society to Hold
African Tea Event

KENILWORTH — The
Kenilworth Historical Society will
host an African Tea Ceremony on
Sunday, February 19, at 1:30 p.m.,
in celebration of Black History
Month. Presented by certified tea
specialist and tea educator Darlene
Meyers-Perry, it will take place at
the historic Oswald J. Nitschke
House, located at 49 South 21st
Street, Kenilworth.

Participants will have the oppor-
tunity to learn about and experi-
ence the West African tea ritual
known as “attaya,” which com-
prises three rounds of tea symbol-
izing the three stages of life (child-
hood, mid-life and old age). They
also will learn about the ceremo-
nial tea, its preparation and its sig-
nificance.

Admission is $10 for adults and
$5 for children under the age of 12.
Advance registration is requested,
as seating is limited. For informa-
tion and reservations, call (908)
709-0434.
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Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

M.A.N.

One-Woman Show to Honor
Black History Month

Lisa Fleming

WESTFIELD — “The Mystery
in Black History,” an original pro-
duction written by actress Lisa
Fleming, will be presented Wednes-
day, February 15, at 7 p.m., at the
Westfield Memorial Library. The
snow date is Wednesday, March 1.

Ms. Fleming will portray Marie
Laveau, a free person of color and
a Voodoo Queen, who takes the
audience on a Mardi Gras-type
parade including hints of jazz, so
much a part of the roots of New

Orleans. Attendees will learn about
the birth of New Orleans, the Battle
of 1811 revolt, the rich history of
the French Quarter, Congo Square
and the Treme Neighborhood.

The Friends of the Westfield Me-
morial Library will host this perfor-
mance. Ms. Fleming has performed
in regional and community theaters
in Philadelphia, Atlanta and Pitts-
burgh and extensively in New Jersey
and New York. With numerous film
and television credits, she currently
is working on independent voiceover
productions nationwide via her own
management/production company.

This free program is open to all
members of the community. Registra-
tion is required. To sign up, visit the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org, and click on Calendar, Feb-
ruary, and select “Lisa Fleming pre-
sents ‘The Mystery in Black History,’”
or contact the library at (908) 789-
4090, option 0. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street.

Trinity Day School Slates
Tricky Tray Tomorrow

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS) will host
its sixth annual Tricky Tray event and
50/50 Raffle tomorrow, Friday, Feb-
ruary 10, from 7 to 10 p.m. It will be
held in Sherlock Hall at TEDS, lo-
cated at 205 North Avenue, East,
Cranford. Tickets are $25 per person.

“Proceeds from the evening will
go for new playground equipment,”

said Nancy Ditzel, TEDS director.
“We invite all adults to join us for a
fun evening for a great cause.”

Dessert, coffee and tea will be
served. Attendees are welcome to
bring wine and other foods. Tickets
may be purchased in advance or at
the door.

“Our goal is to give each child a
solid foundation for lifelong suc-
cess,” said Ms. Ditzel. “TEDS serves
children from age 2½ through kin-
dergarten. Flexible schedule options
include half days, two days per week,
five days per week, and early drop-
off (from 7 a.m.) and late pickup
(until 6 p.m.) It also offers a Kinder-
garten Wrap-Around program and
full-day kindergarten.”

Kindergarten Wrap-Around pro-
vides a full day of kindergarten, half
a day in TEDS and half a day in
public school, which eases the child’s
transition into first grade in public
school. TEDS also has an active Af-
tercare Program for children in kin-
dergarten through grade 5 from the
Cranford Public Schools.

Civil War Historian to Visit
Genealogy Meeting Today

WESTFIELD — The Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields will
welcome Hugh Brennan, a Civil War
historian and re-enactor, to its meet-
ing today, Thursday, February 9, at
1 p.m., in the Westfield Memorial
Library Meeting Room.

Mr. Brennan will present an over-
view of the Civil War armies, their
organizations and the particular con-
tributions of New Jersey troops. He
also will address the resources avail-
able through government archives for
the tracing of Civil War service records.

Mr. Brennan will share the experi-
ences of two families who found sig-
nificant and surprising information
on their Civil War ancestors. One
local family learned about their an-
cestor George Hegeman of the 52nd
New York Volunteer Infantry. Private
Hegeman was captured in October
1863 and managed to survive three
different Confederate prisons, includ-
ing the notorious Andersonville, and
lived to return to his family. In re-
searching his service, his descendants
were surprised to discover the exist-
ence of the historically significant
diary of his service that had reposed,
undisturbed, in the New York His-

torical Society since 1956.
Mr. Brennan additionally will re-

count the experience of a young
captain of the 3rd New Jersey who
died in battle, and the discovery of
the multi-year documentary trail of
his survivors’ struggle to receive a
government pension.

Mr. Brennan is a 45-year student
of history with a particular concen-
tration in the Civil War, military
history, world history and cultures.
He is a graduate of the University of
Oregon with a major in communi-
cations and minors in Japanese and
German history. He attends Rutgers
University and is almost finished
with a Master of Arts in Global and
Comparative History.

The Westfield Memorial Library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.
Light refreshments will be served
and the public is invited to attend.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that New
Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (“AT&T”) and
T-Mobile Northeast LLC (“T-Mobile”) have
filed applications with the Borough of
Fanwood Planning Board (“Board”) for an
eighteen (18) month extension of time in
regard to the temporary site identified be-
low. The Board originally approved AT&T’s
and T-Mobile’s co-location on the tempo-
rary telecommunications site. The Board
has granted extensions of time for both
carriers for the temporary site. AT&T and
T-Mobile now each seek an additional
eighteen (18) month extension of time for
the temporary telecommunications site.
The property which is the subject of this
application is located at 1 South Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, which is located in
the LI (Light Industrial) Zoning District and
is designated on the Tax Maps as Block
55, Lot 1 (“Property”).

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that AT&T
also seeks such approvals, waivers and
variances from the requirements of the
Zoning Ordinance as may be deemed
necessary or required by the Borough of
Fanwood Planning Board at the hearing in
this matter.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Bor-
ough of Fanwood Planning Board will meet
at 7:30 p.m. prevailing time, Wednesday,
February 22, 2017 in the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at which
time opportunity will be given to all those in
interest to be heard and at which time the
Board may approve, modify or deny the
application. Any interested party may ap-
pear at the aforesaid hearing, either in
person, or by their attorney, and be given
the opportunity to be heard with respect to
the aforesaid application.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the ap-
plication for development and all support-
ing maps, site plans and documents are on
file in the Office of the Planning Board at
the Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
and are available for inspection by the
public during normal business hours, Mon-
day through Friday, between the hours of
8:00 am to 4:00 pm.

This notice is given pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40:55D-1 et seq. and by order of the
Fanwood Planning Board.

New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T)
PinilisHalpern LLP

Judith A. Fairweather, Esq.
160 Morris Street

Morristown, New Jersey 07960
(973) 401-1111

Attorneys for the Applicant
1 T - 2/9/17, The Times Fee: $55.08

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Station
Square at Fanwood Urban Renewal, LLC
(“Station Square”) has applied to the Plan-
ning Board of the Borough of Fanwood for
amended preliminary and final major site
plan approval to construct 28 market-rate
residential units and 7 “affordable” units
(for a total of 35 residential units in 5
buildings) on property commonly known
as 225 LaGrande Avenue, which is identi-
fied on the Borough’s tax maps as Block
64, Lots 17-20, Borough of Fanwood.

Please take further notice that the Bor-
ough of Fanwood Planning Board memo-
rialized its approval of this project via reso-
lution dated September 28, 2016, and that
approval includes access to the develop-
ment parcel (Block 64, Lots 17-20) through
additional, existing Borough-owned park-
ing lots (Block 64, Lots 6.02 and 21), which
parcels will require parking stall
reconfiguration and restriping in order to
incorporate drive aisle access points into
the lots owned by Station Square (Lots 17-
20).

Please take further notice that this appli-
cation includes a request for any and all
variances, waivers, site plan approvals, or
other relief as may be required for this
amended site plan application, including
but not limited to the following amend-
ments to the approved site plan as follows:

1. Building height (40 feet permitted in
the Borough’s Central Commercial 2 (CC-
2) District with a Downtown Residential
Redevelopment District overlay; 39.75 feet
proposed; 35 feet previously approved).

2. Impervious coverage (75% permitted;
75% proposed; 73.6% previously ap-
proved). This amended application pro-
poses to replace 1575 square feet of im-
pervious surface area with ‘porous pav-
ers’. To the extent that such porous pavers
are also counted toward impervious cov-
erage, the total impervious coverage is
78.03% (75% permitted).

3. Minimum distance from a principal
building to a rear lot line (yard opposite
Second Street) (15 feet required; 10.3 feet
proposed to the covered porch/landing of
‘market rate’ building; 14.33 feet proposed
to the ‘market rate’ building; 14 feet pro-
posed to the ‘affordable’ building).

Please take further notice that a public
hearing on the application has been sched-
uled by the Borough of Fanwood Planning
Board for February 22, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.,
at Borough Hall (Lower Level Meeting
Room), 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey. When this matter is
called, you may appear either in person or
by agent or attorney and present any ob-
jections or comments you may have with
regard to this application.

Maps, plans, applications and other re-
lated documents submitted with the appli-
cation are on file and available for inspec-
tion at the Administrative Office, Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Borough of
Fanwood, New Jersey during regular busi-
ness hours (8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday thru
Thursday and 8 a.m. to noon on Fridays).

Brown, Moskowitz & Kallen, P.C.
Attorneys for Applicant

By: Richard S. Schkolnick
1 T - 2/9/17, The Times Fee: $65.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Mon-
day, March 13, 2017 in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeal for variance relief from the
requirements of Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance.

Country Classics at Montgomery, LLC
(the ‘Applicant’) located at  32 Brower
Lane, Hillsborough, New Jersey seeks
permission to demolish a single family
residence located at 1481 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey (also known
as Block No. 1904, Lot 34 on the Tax Maps
for the Town of Westfield) and to construct
a total of 6 residential units, located in two
separate buildings on the property, each
containing 3 residential units. The prop-
erty is located in a single family, RS-12
zone district; multi-family residences are
not a permitted use in the RS-12 zone
district.

The Application requires use variance
relief pertinent to the following require-
ments of the Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance:

1. PERMITTED USE: Section 11.06A.1
requires construction of single family uses
in detached  single family residential struc-
tures. The Applicant seeks a variance to
construct multi-family residences; a total
of six residential units within two (2) princi-
pal structures, each structure containing
three residential units are proposed.

2. MORE THAN ONE PRINCIPAL
BUILDING ON SAME LOT. Section
12.04A prohibits the construction of more
than one (1) principal building or structure
on a single lot in the RS-12 zone district.
The Applicant seeks to construct two prin-
cipal structures, each structure containing
three residential units.

3. MAXIMUM FLOOR AREA RATIO
OR TOTAL HABITABLE FLOOR AREA.
Section 12.04E permits a maximum Floor
Area Ratio of 20% of the property. The
Applicant seeks 36.1% Floor Area Ratio
coverage of the property.

4. UNITS PER ACRE. Section 12.03D
permits 3.7 building units per acre. The
applicant seeks to construct 6.09 units per
acre.

The Application requires bulk variance
relief pertinent to the following require-
ments of the Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance:

1. MINIMUM  FRONT YARD SETBACK.
Section 11.06E5 requires a minimum front
yard  setback of 48.1 feet when calculated
pursuant to Sections 12.03C, 12.03D and
12.03E. The Applicant seeks a front yard
setback of 41.0 feet for the West building.

2. MINIMUM  FRONT YARD SETBACK.
Section 11.06E5 requires a minimum front
yard  setback of 48.1 feet when calculated
pursuant to Sections 12.03C, 12.03D and
12.03E. The Applicant seeks a front yard
setback of 42.2 feet for the  East building.

3. MAXIMUM BUILDING COVERAGE.
Section 12.04F permits maximum building
coverage of 10% of the property. The Ap-
plicant seeks 19.6% building coverage of
the property.

4. MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT. Sec-
tion 11.06E8 permits a maximum building
height of 32.75 feet. The Applicant is seek-
ing to construct a building that has a height
of 35.75 feet.

5. MAXIMUM ALL IMPROVEMENT
COVERAGE. Section 12.04G permits a
20% maximum all improvement coverage
of the property. The Applicant is seeking a
45.1% all improvement coverage of the
property.

6. RETAINING WALL SETBACK. Sec-
tion 12.08H requires a retaining wall set-
back of 1 foot for each foot of height. The
Applicant is seeking no setback notwith-
standing the height of the retaining wall.

7. MAXIMUM STORES PERMITTED.
Section 11.06E.8 permits not more than
2.5 stories per building.  The Applicant is
seeking to construct 3.5 stories buildings.

The Applicant also seeks approval of
any and all other variance relief from the
Westfield Zoning Ordinances not indicated
above that may be determined necessary
during the course of the public hearings. If
the matter is not concluded on that date,
additional public hearing dates may be
ordered and scheduled. This notice is sent
to you on behalf of the Applicant by order
of the Board.

Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook & Cooper

53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369
Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tel. (908) 233-6800
Attorneys for Applicant

1 T - 2/9/17, The Leader Fee: $102.00

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
final site plan approval of a develop-
ment, Application No. ZBA-15-026, to
be located in Zone VC, on the premises
known as: 310 Centennial Avenue, Block
No. 525, Lot No. 5 has been submitted by:
310 Centennial Avenue, LLC of 162
Mountainview Drive, Mountainside, New
Jersey 07092.

The proposed development was ap-
proved by resolution of the Board of Ad-
justment on June 13, 2016 at which time all
requisite variances, exceptions, waivers,
and preliminary site plan approval were
granted in order to permit the property to
be developed as the site of a mixed- use
structure containing 20 residential apart-
ments and approximately 19,000 square
feet of retail space. This application is for
final site plan approval of the develop-
ment in accord with the terms of the previ-
ously adopted resolution of approval and
N.J.S.A. 40:55D-50.

The Zoning Board of Adjustment will
conduct a public hearing on this matter on
Monday, February 27, 2017 at 8:15 p.m.
in Room 107 of the Cranford Township
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey. Any person or per-
sons affected by this application will have
an opportunity to present any objections to
the proposed development. The Board
does, however, have the right to exclude
repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Joseph J. Triarsi, Esq.
Attorney for Applicant

1 T - 2/9/17, The Leader Fee: $42.33

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-16-013
to be located in Zone: R-3, on the premises
known as 210 Maple Place, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016, Block No. 268, Lot No. 12,
has been submitted by: Richard Barry of
210 Maple Place, Cranford, New Jersey
07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit: Replacing the existing one
car garage with a two car garage and any
additional relief that may be required from
the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on March 20, 2017
at 8:15 p.m. in Room 108 of the Cranford
Township Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any
person or persons affected by this applica-
tion will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Richard Barry

210 Maple Place
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 2/9/17, The Leader Fee: $35.70

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting of the
Township of Scotch Plains held on Febru-
ary 2, 2017, the Board memorialized the
following Resolutions:

Michael Galbraith, 4 Johnson Street,
Block 4401, Lot 14, was approved to
construct a new single family residence on
the vacant lot on this property.

New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC
(AT&T), 1600 Raritan Road, Block 14201,
Lot 2, was approved to install twelve (12)
telecommunications antennae on an ex-
isting transmission tower, construct an
equipment shelter at the base of the tower,
as well as place ancillary equipment at
ground level.

A copy of said Resolutions has been
filed in the office of the Board and/or the
office of the municipal clerk and is avail-
able for public inspection during regular
business hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 2/9/17, The Times Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Febru-
ary 2, 2017, the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment of the Township of Scotch Plains
adopted the following Resolutions:

Vincent K. Loughlin, Esq., an attorney
of the State of New Jersey with the Loughlin
Law Firm, 838 East Second Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, appointed Attorney
to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for the
period effective from January 5, 2017 to
December 31, 2017.

Harbor Consultants, 320 North Av-
enue East, Cranford, New Jersey, ap-
pointed Consulting Engineer to the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment for the period
effective from January 5, 2017 to Decem-
ber 31, 2017.

Mary M. Moody, PP, 191 Stony Brook
Road, Branchburg, New Jersey, ap-
pointed Consulting Planner to the Board
of Adjustment for the period effective from
January 5, 2017 to December 31, 2017.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 2/9/17, The Times Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
PERSON-TO-PERSON

TRANSER OF RETAIL LICENSE

TAKE NOTICE that application has been
made to the Borough Council of the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey 07023 for a person to person trans-
fer to BEMSK Enterprises LLC of the Ple-
nary Retail Consumption Liquor License
No. 2005-33-003-014, heretofore issued
to FANGILL LLC, and which is and shall
remain a pocket license.

The persons who will hold an interest in
this license as members of BEMSK Enter-
prises LLC are:

Bryant F. Pantano, 18 Plymouth Road,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090;

Jacqueline Pantano, 18 Plymouth Road,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090;

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Eleanor McGovern,
Borough Clerk, Borough of Fanwood, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey 07023.

By: BEMSK Enterprises LLC
c/o Timothy L. Horn, Esq.

Villani & DeLuca, P.C.
703 Richmond Avenue

Point Pleasant Beach, New Jersey 08742
(732) 892-9050

1 T - 2/2/17
2/9/17, The Times Fee: $59.16

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed bids for the User-Fee based
Residential Clean-up Program within the
Township of Cranford will be received by
the Township Clerk on April 11, 2017 in
Room 108 in the Cranford Municipal Build-
ing, 8 Springfield Avenue Cranford, New
Jersey 07016 at 10:30 a.m. prevailing time.

Specifications and bid proposal forms
may be obtained in the Office of the Town-
ship Clerk, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day.

All bid proposals shall be submitted in an
opaque sealed envelope clearly marked
with the bidder’s name, address, and tele-
phone number.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq
and N.J.A.C. 17:27.

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bid proposals as in its judg-
ment does not meet the requirements of
the bid specifications.

Tara Rowley
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/9/17, The Leader Fee: $25.50

College Women’s Club
To Meet on Monday
CRANFORD — The Cranford Col-

lege Women’s Club will feature a pro-
gram on Nutrition and Healthy Aging
at its meeting on Monday, February
13, at the First Presbyterian Church
located at 11 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford. Open to the public, the meet-
ing will start at 7 p.m. with refresh-
ments followed by the program.

Natalie Capoccia will present the
program and will discuss the impor-
tant vitamins, minerals and “super
foods” that are vital to the human
body as it ages. She also will provide
handouts, giveaways and samples.
Ms. Capoccia is the retail dietitian at
the ShopRite of Garwood.

Ms. Capoccia is a graduate of
Montclair State University with a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Nutrition/
Dietetics and a minor in psychology.
She attended the College of Saint Eliza-
beth, where she completed her Di-
etetic Internship, which is a 1,200-
hour, supervised practice in hospitals,
the community and food service. She
has been employed at ShopRite as the
dietitian for the past year and currently
is in graduate school for nutrition at
the College of Saint Elizabeth.

Networking Group
To Meet Monday

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Mountainside Public Librar-
ies’ Career Networking Group will
meet on Monday, February 13, at
6:30 p.m., at the Scotch Plains Public
Library. The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue.

Guest speaker Alex Freund will
discuss “The Value Proposition —
Why Do People Say ‘Yes?’” Partici-
pants will learn to write a clear value
proposition that provides their unique
core message and offers employers a
“bulletproof” rationale to choose the
sender over their competitors.

This program is free and open to all.
To register, visit scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org. Interested persons
may connect with the libraries’ Career
Networking Group on LinkedIn, Ca-
reer Networking Group at SPPL.

Teen Scene Open
At Local Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — Students in
grades 5 through 8 are invited to Teen
Scene to relax, socialize and have fun
every Monday and Wednesday, from
3:30 to 4:30 p.m., at the Scotch Plains
Public Library.

Students can complete homework
in the gallery space or head into the
meeting room for games, snacks and
maker activities with friends. No reg-
istration is required. Teens are advised
that the library will be closed on Mon-
day, February 20, for Presidents’ Day.

These events are free. For more in-
formation, call (908) 322-5007, exten-
sion no. 204, e-mail library@scotlib.org
or stop by the library Reference Desk.
Information about other upcoming teen
activities may be found on the library
website, scotlib.org/teens.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

‘iDiscover Coding’
Open to Youth

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library is offering “iDiscover
Coding,” a monthly introduction to
computer programming for children
in grades 1 to 3 and 4 to 6. Each class
will acquaint youngsters with a cod-
ing concept through the use of fun,
educational apps. Students will cre-
ate interactive stories, animation, and
even video games.

The next meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, February 28, at 7 p.m., for
grades 4 to 6. “iDiscover Coding”
will meet on the first Tuesday of each
month for grades 1 to 3, and the last
Tuesday of the month for grades 4 to
6. The Cranford Public Library is
located at 224 Walnut Avenue.

This free program is supported by
a grant from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

DOWNTON DINNER...Costumed members of the Mountainside Historic Com-
mittee prepare for last year’s Colonial dinner at the Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House. On Friday, February 24, the Hetfield House will host a “Downton Abbey”-
inspired dinner evening featuring an authentic Edwardian five-course meal
served by costumed volunteers.

‘Downton Abbey’ Dinner Set
At Historic Hetfield House

MOUNTAINSIDE — Fans of the
“Downton Abbey” television show,
which aired its final episode in 2016,
are invited to the Deacon Andrew
Hetfield House for a themed dinner
inspired by the program on Friday,
February 24, at 7 p.m. The snow date
is Sunday, February 26.

The event will be a fundraiser for
the Mountainside Restoration Com-
mittee, also known as the Mountainside
Historic Committee, with a portion of
the proceeds going toward the restora-
tion and maintenance of the historic
Hetfield and Levi Cory houses.

The evening will begin with a re-
ception held in the Hetfield House’s
formal parlor, where guests will en-
joy Edwardian era appetizers and
Pimms punch. After the reception,
diners will proceed to the center rooms
for a sit-down dinner featuring soup,
vegetables and choice of a beef or
seafood entrée. Lemonade, ale and/

or wine will be served with dinner.
After dinner, participants will enjoy

typical desserts of the time and take
part in a “Downton Abbey” trivia con-
test and lively discussions about the
Abbey. Throughout the meal, costumed
servers will assist guests at lavishly set
tables accompanied by period music.
Guests are encouraged to dress in
Edwardian “Downton Abbey”-era cos-
tume or dress for dinner.

Presented by the volunteers of the
Mountainside Historic Committee,
seating for this Downton Abbey Din-
ner is extremely limited and any in-
terested adults should call for reser-
vations immediately. The cost is $75
per person. Full payments are due
within one week of reservation. Res-
ervation forms can be found at the
Mountainside Public Library,
Mountainside Borough Hall, at
mountainsidehistory.org or by call-
ing (908) 789-9420.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House and Levi Cory House are lo-
cated on Constitution Plaza adjacent
to the Mountainside Public Library.
Constitution Plaza is the first right
off Birch Hill Road, which is off
New Providence Road near the
Mountainside Volunteer Fire House.

To make a reservation for the
“Downton Abbey” dinner, for infor-
mation on the Mountainside Restora-
tion Committee and its activities or to
donate funds, call (908) 789-9420 or
visit mountainsidehistory.org.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

DEVITT 15 RB, 9 PT; RINALDI 11 PT, 6 STL; IORIO 10 PT

Blue Devils Shake Crusaders’
Tenacity in 44-38 Hoops Win

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dogged tenacity on the part of the
A.L. Johnson High School Crusaders
convinced the Westfield Lady Blue
Devils to change their game plan mid-
way through the third quarter in a
basketball showdown in Clark on
February 4. That shift in strategy en-

abled the Blue Devils to overcome a
31-25 deficit and to emerge with a 44-
38 victory.

The 13-4 Blue Devils initially
worked to establish an outside offen-
sive presence and senior Danielle
Rinaldi scored her team’s first five
points, one being a 3-pointer, early in
the first quarter. Rinaldi, who finished

with six steals, three assists and four
rebounds, hit seven of her team-lead-
ing 11 points in the quarter but the 8-10
Crusaders hung tough to trail by only
two, 14-12, entering the second quar-
ter. Kristina Palella sank seven of her
11 points in the quarter, including a 3-
pointer that gave ALJ a 9-7 lead with a

GORMAN GETS 100TH; HOERLE PINS, COMPOSTO TF

No. 4 Cougars Record 47-20
Win Over Blue Devil Matmen

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Shifting of some personnel by both
teams, perhaps in preparation for the
postseason, made for a few interest-
ing match-ups but the end result was
a 47-20 victory by the No. 4 Cranford
High School wrestling team over the
Westfield Blue Devils in Cranford on
February 3. The victory was also the
100th career win for Pat Gorman as

Cougar Head Coach, who just joined
five of his seniors as members of the
“100 Club”.

“It’s an accomplishment. It’s a lot
more than just me behind this. My
coaching staff and this special group
of kids, who came up through. It actu-
ally was extra special to get it with all
these kids, who got their 100th this
year. It’s not like it’s something you
set out to do when you start coaching.

You just want to build the program
but as you are building it and carry it
to new heights, it’s nice but there is a
lot more to the season that we have
our heads set on,” Coach Gorman
pointed out.

The match began in the 113-lb class
and as he had been doing all season,
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz
shifted Luke Hoerle, the Union County

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING AN ARM BAR/WRIST...Blue Devil freshman CJ Composto, top, works an arm bar/wrist control on Cougar
Patrick Kalnins in his 106-lb bout. Composto recorded an 18-3 tech fall at Cranford on February 3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING THE TIPOFF...Blue Devil senior Shannon Devitt. left, wins the tipoff over Crusader Amy Wysocki, No. 25, in
the game against AL Johnson in Clark on February 4. Westfield won a very tight battle with the Crusaders.

See Westfield/Bayonne
Section Wrestling – page 13

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Softball Taking Schaefer
Across Pond to Holland

It’s a wonder Shannon Schaefer wasn’t
a member of those glorious WHS girls
swim teams of 2011-14, joining class-
mates Caroline Baldwin and Sarah Cronin
on some state-championship relays.

Her mother Cindy was the WHS girls
swim team coach in 1992 and swam on
some of Merilyn Diamond’s early teams,
graduating in 1981; her father Bruce
was the coach of some powerhouse
Westfield Y teams in the 1980s and
early ’90s.

But that was not the path Shannon
chose to travel.

“My parents were obviously both very
athletic and successful in their swim-
ming careers,” she said. “And some of
my best memories are of my parents,
sisters and brother going to swim meets
and competing. Even though our paths
changed to different sports, they defi-
nitely raised a family passionate in their
athletics.”

Shannon’s passion was for softball.
After a very successful four-year varsity
career at WHS, she is getting ready for
her junior season at Alfred University in
upstate New York.

The pitcher-outfielder has done so
well that she was selected for the USA
Athletes International team that will be
competing in the Netherlands Friend-
ship Series, June 5-14, in Holland.

(Schaefer needs to raise $4,000 to
cover expenses for the trip. If you’d like
to support her, go to usaai.org/
payment?user=83619andtrip=902789
and give what you can. That link will
lead you to a donating page. USAAI is
a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization.)

“I got an email from my coach (Luke
Wesneski), thinking it was the practice
schedule for the preseason,” she said. “It
turned out to be a formal invitation to join
the USAAI team. One other player from
Alfred has been invited, (outfielder)
Brooke Hockeborn. We’re both excited to
be traveling with each other. It’s comfort-
ing knowing a familiar face, not only in a
different country but out on the field.”

Part of Schaefer’s allure has been her
versatility. At WHS in addition to pitch-
ing and playing the outfield, she handled
third base as a junior and moved across
the infield to first base as a senior.

“Pitching has always been my pas-
sion and my primary position,” she said.
“As for this trip, it’s a unique experi-
ence. It’s amazing to think that I will be
playing against a whole new level of
competition.

“From my understanding, USAAI
selects their roster solely on recommen-
dations from coaches, athletes and ath-
letic professionals. So it’s not just your
athletic skills, but leadership and char-
acter, too.”

Schaefer would seem to fit the bill on
all counts.

At WHS under coach Caitlin
MacDonald, she played on the two Union
County Tournament champions, threw
a no-hitter against Elizabeth in the UCT
as a freshman, was 17-10 as a pitcher
(classmate Elena Scarano did the bulk
of the work in the circle), hit .500 as a
junior (43 for 86) with eight home runs
(the portable fence went up two years
later), hit .337 for her career and earned
all-county. She is among the all-time
leaders in hits, runs, RBIs and home
runs.

In two years at Alfred, the Environ-
mental Studies major has an 18-4 pitch-
ing record while hitting .286.

“I have to thank all my coaches and
also my parents for my successes be-
fore, during and after my time at WHS,”
she said. “I focused on softball because
I had one main goal and that was to
become a collegiate athlete. I practiced
constantly around school work and field
hockey. Pitching practice was two or

Shannon Schaefer warms up prior to
an Alfred University game.

three times a week, hitting two times a
week, travel ball practice and tourna-
ments, high school practices and games,
staying in shape and healthy at the gym.

“Everything came with hard work.”
BOOSTER DINNER DANCE
The Westfield School Boosters Asso-

ciation will hold its annual Booster Din-
ner Dance Fundraiser on Saturday, Feb.
25, at Shackamaxon Country Club. The
event runs from 7-10:30 p.m., and the
cost is $75 per person.

Live music will be provided by the
Brother John Brown Band. For ticket
information, contact Jeff Bryk at
jbryk62@aol.com.

The Boosters have raised and do-
nated nearly $500,000 dollars to WHS
athletic programs over the last five years.
Just last May they also awarded $45,000
in scholarships at their year-end All
Sports Awards Dinner.

If you can’t attend the event but would
still like to donate to the cause, go to
www.westfieldboosters.com.
VELEZ, BARBER CHAMPIONS

Nick Velez (165) and Colin Barber
(174) won their weight classes at the
Empire Collegiate Wrestling Confer-
ence on Jan. 21 in Oswego, N.Y.

Velez, a junior at Ithaca (NY) Col-
lege, captured his second straight ECWC
title, after finishing second as a fresh-
man. He had 70 career wins (33 as a
freshman, 37 as a sophomore) coming
into this season. He is currently ranked
No. 5 in Division 3 at his weight.

Barber, a senior captain at Cortland
(NY) State University, earned his 100th
collegiate win in the process. It was his
first ECWC championship. Barber is
27-7 on the season.

Ithaca, ranked No. 4 nationally in
Division 3, won the team title and
Cortland was third. The teams will meet
next Wednesday, Feb. 15, at Cortland in
the final regular-season match.

SCOTT, KNAPP ON TARGET
Lillian Scott and Jackie Knapp, two

of the best girls basketball players in
WHS history, are continuing their ex-
cellent play in college.

Scott (’15), the No. 2 all-time scorer
at WHS, scored a career-high 37 points
on Feb. 1 when Johns Hopkins defeated
Gettysburg, 84-83. Incredibly the sopho-
more scored 31 of those points in the
second half. She was two points short of
the 31-year-old school record.

Scott started three games as a fresh-
man, scoring 88 points and averaging
3.5 ppg. This winter she’s started 18
games for the 9-10 Blue Jays, scoring
311 points and averaging 16.4 ppg.

Her best high school game was 28
points against Clark in 2014.

Knapp, Scott’s best bud and WHS’s
No. 3 all-time scorer, has started every
game for the No. 1-ranked Tufts women’s
team, which was 21-1 after losing to
unbeaten Amherst Saturday night. She
has scored 134 points and is averaging

6.1 ppg, while handing out 50 assists.
RINALDI TO BE HONORED
Chris Rinaldi, now a freshman at

Holy Cross University, will be honored
by the Union County Baseball Associa-
tion at its 81st Hot Stove awards dinner
on Sunday, Feb. 12, 1 p.m. at The Gran
Centurions in Clark.

Rinaldi, who hit .390 and .341 the
last two springs, while playing outstand-
ing shortstop, will receive the Edward
Cooper Award as the Most Valuable
Scholastic Baseball Player in Union
County last year.

Also honored will be the UCBA’s
three new Hall of Famers – Mark Teutsch
of Elizabeth (St. Patrick), Greg Randazza
of Clark (Roselle Catholic, Elizabeth)
and Ed Grzybowski of Linden.

Guest speaker is Al Santorini of Union,
who engaged in many legendary pitch-
ing duals with WHS’s Greg Chlan back
in the mid-1960s.

Sydney McLaughlin, will receive the
Joseph Lombardi Memorial Award for
the Outstanding Female Athlete in Union
County; her brother Taylor, also a U.C.
graduate and two-time all-American in
track at the University of Michigan, will
receive the Chris Zusi Award for the
Outstanding Male Athlete of Union
County; Gianna Randazza of A.L.
Johnson will receive the Banyasz Broth-
ers Award for the Most Valuable Scho-
lastic Softball Player.

Tickets may be purchased online at
www.UCBA-NJ.org or by writing to the
Union County Baseball Association, PO
Box 176, Fanwood, N.J. 07023. For
more information call UCBA president
Jim Iozzi at 908-917-2523.

WAHOF GOLF OUTING
The Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame

— which has been honoring athletes,
teams and coaches from WHS’s storied
past since 1994 — is considering hold-
ing a bi-annual golf outing and is look-
ing to gauge community interest. Re-
sponding is not a commitment, it’s just
to see how much interest would be in a
fund-raising golf outing for the WAHOF.

Whether it’s to just meet and mingle
with WHS Hall of Famers, to participate
in the golf, attend the post-golf dinner,
sponsor a hole or sponsor a foursome,
ALL readers of the Devil’s Den are asked
to respond via email to corresponding
secretary George Kapner at
gkapner@westfieldnjk12.org by Wednes-
day, Feb. 22, Just give him a letter, a to f:

a) not interested; b) interested in play-
ing (includes breakfast before and din-
ner after); c) interested in creating a
foursome (includes breakfast and din-
ner for all golfers); d) interested in cre-
ating a foursome and sponsoring a hole;
e) not interested in playing, but will
sponsor a hole; f) not interested in play-
ing, but would attend the dinner.

IN PASSING
Faithful Reader Al Danker (’38)

passed away on Jan. 9 at age 96. A
longtime member of the Westfield
School Booster Association, he was the
father of two WHS graduates, including
three-sport athlete Chip (’73). Al’s fa-
ther owned Danker’s Dairy and later
Danker’s Radley Lodge on Radley Road
(now Lambert’s Mill Road). Later, he
and his brother Harry ran Danker and
Danker Real Estate for decades.

Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka passed away
on Jan. 15 at age 73. He was the former
Eastern Championship Wrestling heavy-
weight champion, and was inducted into
the World Wrestling Federation Hall of
Fame in 1996.

Gloria Anderson passed away on Jan.
23 at age 91. She was the mother of six
WHS graduates, including four out-
standing athletes: tennis player Bill
(’65), and baseball pitchers Don (’66),
Richie (‘70) and Tom (’72).

WICHELNS HITS 13 PT, McCAFFREY 11 PT, KELLY 10 PT

Cranford Girls Take Down
ALJ Crusader Cagers, 54-43

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Camryn Wichelns scored 13
points and pulled down five rebounds
to help Cranford earn a 54-43 victory
over the Lady Crusaders in a basket-
ball game played on January 31 at
Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark. The Cougars put together one
of their stronger performances of the
season, helping them end a four-game
skid, while improving to 5-10 overall.

The defending Union County Cham-
pions were coming off of a brutal four-
game stretch that included double-digit
losses to the likes of The Patrick School,
Westfield and Roselle Catholic. Their
win against ALJ was a much needed
confidence booster for a young team
still struggling to find a new identity
apart from last year’s senior laden group.

“This team only has two varsity start-
ers returning from last season,” said
Cranford Head Coach Jackie Dyer. “The
girls have started to come together of
late but the level of competition has
been really high. Today we did some
things well that we haven’t always done
to this point. It will come together.”

The Cougars roared out to a fast start,
outscoring the 7-9 Crusaders, 19-7, in
the first quarter. Caroline McCaffery
and Lauren Infante hit back-to-back
three point baskets from the corners in
the game’s first minute, spotting
Cranford to a 6-0 lead and setting the
tone for the rest of the quarter.
McCaffery (11 points) was a sharp-
shooter during the contest. Her second
three-point basket coming with 4:24
remaining in the first quarter staked the
Cougars to an 11-2 lead. McCaffery
would nail three treys on the game.

In the second quarter, ALJ pulled to
within eight points of the lead at 23-15
after Danni Hartzler connected on a 3-
point shot with 2:00 left before the
half. But the Cougars closed out the
half on a 6-0 run with baskets by Olivia
Speer, Caroline Kelly and Wichelns in
the final minute earning them a 29-15
lead at the break.

Another 7-0 burst helped Cranford
extend the lead to 19 at 40-21, with
2:30 left in the third quarter. Wichelns
got things started turning a steal into a
lay-up for a 35-21 lead. Then
McCaffery hit her third 3-pointer of

the game to make it 38-21. A pair of
free throws by Kelly put the Cougars
in total command at 40-21.

The Crusaders tried to get back into
the game by utilizing a full court press,
which has worked well against
Cranford this season. But the Cougars
had little problems dealing with it on
this day. Cranford easily navigated the
ball up the court on consecutive pos-
sessions ending each with a Wichelns
drive through the lane for a pair of lay-
ups and a 44-23 lead.

Cranford took a 46-30 lead into the
final quarter. When Kelly drained a
baseline jumper for a 48-30 lead with
just over seven minutes remaining, the
Cougars were well on their way to
snapping their four-game losing streak.
ALJ would get no closer than 12 the
rest of the way.

Kelly had 10 points and six assists,
while McCaffery finished with 11
points and four steals.

“We definitely did a better job break-
ing the press today than we had done
earlier in the season,” said Dyer. “We
got some good performances today
from Camryn, Caroline Kelly and
Caroline McCaffery. They hustled and
provided leadership. It is a very good
group in general. They are starting to
come together as a unit.”

Cranford, which plays in the talent
filled UCC Watchung Division featur-
ing teams like The Patrick School (10-
0, 19-2 overall), New Providence (7-2,
16-3 overall), Westfield (13-4) and
Roselle Catholic (14-5), has found tough
sledding in the division this year after
winning the county title a year ago. The
Cougars currently post a 1-9 mark in
the division but they have a chance to
get things turned around with games
against Union, Rahway, Watchung
Hills, Plainfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood set to follow. It is a stretch of
schedule that the Cougars figure to
make up some ground as they claw their
way back towards a .500 mark.
Cranford 19 10 17   8 54
AL Johnson   7   8 15 13 43

KRColdwell Banker Residential Brokerage is pleased to announce that

Kathleen“Kate” Rappa 
has affiliated with the team of extraordinary  

real estate professionals in the Westfield-West Office.

As an affiliated sales associate with Coldwell Banker, Kate will  
offer the highest quality real estate services and programs with one of  

the largest and most respected Realtors in the state.

600 North Avenue West
Westfield, NJ 07090

Office: (908) 233-0065  |  Cell: (973) 767-3985
Kate.Rappa@cbmoves.com

Kathleen “Kate” Rappa 
Sales Associate

coldwellbankerhomes.com/westfieldwest

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the FairHousing Act and the Equal 
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registeredservice marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.

Congratulations
Agents of the Month!

Faith Maricic
Broker Sales Associate

Shari Holtzman
Sales Associate

Gina Suriano Barber
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD $2,500,000
Distinctive 1927 English Manor Tudor, 1 of 3 orig
'Gardens' homes. Quality renovations inside & out.
Outstanding property! MLS 3333023

WESTFIELD $1,399,000
Majestic Center Hall Colonial w/6BR, 5 full bths, 2
frplcs, bulter's pantry w/wet bar, full w/o bsmnt w/rec
rm, fenced yard.                    MLS 3328971

WESTFIELD $1,095,000
Charm & elegance abound in this turn of the cen-
tury grand Col w/banquet sized DR w/beam ceil,
Kit, FR, Solarium, Library. MLS 3353198

WESTFIELD $1,089,000
Beautiful 4BR home w/chestnut moldings, gleaming
HWF, gourmet kit/mahogany cabinets, BI china
hutch, cozy breakfast area. MLS 3360841

SCOTCH PLAINS                                 $989,000
Magnificent 6BR Col, foyer leads to lrg LR & DR,
expansive kit w/brkfst bar, pantry & sep dining area
w/sliders to deck. MLS 3356376

SCOTCH PLAINS $849,900
Custom built 4BR Colonial w/Contemporary Flair,
large windows for natural light and views of beauti-
ful manicured grounds. MLS 3360379

SCOTCH PLAINS                                 $879,900
Gorgeous cust 4BR home w/grand 2-story foyer,
Stunning kit w/center islnd/granite counter, MBR
w/tray ceil, sitting rm, WIC. MLS 3339966

WESTFIELD $799,000
Enchanting 4BR Wychwood home w/versatile
floor plan-filled w/charm & personality. Wonderful
lower level rec room w/frplc. MLS 3334502

SCOTCH PLAINS                                 $650,000
Well appointed 5BR home w/great flr plan, spa-
cious rooms & abundant closet space,1st flr MBR
suite, cust kit & reno'd bths. MLS 3360266

WESTFIELD $639,000
Lovingly maintained 3BR split. Lrg FR addt'n w/sldrs
overlooking manicured yard, DR opens to lrg trex
deck, 2FPs, fin bsmnt. MLS 3337746

SCOTCH PLAINS $599,900
Lovely southside home w/large FR addition,
Spacious, private fenced-in yard, LR w/frplc, DR, EIK,
CAC, finished basement MLS 3355981

Since 1986, the Westfield East Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience, 
Trust, Reliability & Service

Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

Ask about our Coldwell Banker
Home Protection Plan 

WESTFIELD $479,900
Custom 4BR brick home w/beautifully refinished HWF,
spacious rooms, freshly painted interior, EIK w/a Dutch
door to patio. MLS 3334073

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity
Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. 

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCRAMBLING FOR THE BALL...Cougar Cam Wichelns, No. 32, scrambles for
the ball with an ALJ Crusader in Clark on January 31.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

SPF’S WILLMOTT SINKS 11 PTS, CR’S LIBRERA 13 PTS

Raiders Top Cougars, 64-50,
In Boys Basketball Showdown

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School basketball boys continued to
prove that they are the real deal this
year with an impressive, 64-50, win
over Cranford in a game played on
February 2 in Scotch Plains. The Raid-
ers (17-1) got a balanced scoring ef-
fort with five players scoring at least
eight points in the game. Senior guard
Teddy Willmott led the way with 11
points including three 3-point bas-
kets.

“We have a lot of guys who can
score on this team,” said Willmott.
“We try to take what the defense of-
fers us. Tonight, the way things broke,
I was able to get a few open looks on
the outside and fortunately I got the
shots to fall.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood has used
stifling defense and deadly long range
shooting to bury teams this season.
Against the 4-11 Cougars, this for-

mula for success was on display from
the opening tap. The Raiders gradu-
ally built a 17-9 lead by the end of the
first quarter then opened up to a 13-
point advantage on back-to-back
three-point baskets from Tommy
Drubulis and Willmott early in the
second quarter for a 25-12 lead.
Cranford proved difficult to shake
though. The Cougars pulled to within
eight at 31-23 by the break with a pair
of steals for lay-ups by Ryan Bakie
and Chris Librera in the final 30 sec-
onds of the first half.

Willmott opened the third quarter
with another three-pointer followed
by a short baseline jumper from Coo-
per Heisey to rebuild the Raider lead
to 36-23. But Cranford again rallied
with 6-0 run midway through the pe-
riod to pull within six at 41-35.
Cranford had an opportunity to cut
into the Raiders’ lead at the start of the
fourth quarter. Trailing 45-38, Cou-
gar Kyle Ledford went to the free

throw line and sank one of two shots
to pull within six.

As was the case throughout the
contest, the Raiders responded to ev-
ery Cranford surge. Raider guard Ryan
Muench delivered a three-point bas-
ket to make it 48-39. Then Heisey
dropped in another three-pointer from
the corner to put Scotch Plains-
Fanwood up 51-40 with just over six
minutes remaining. Bakie answered
with a three-pointer of his own to cut
the lead to 51-43 on the Cougars’ next
possession.

“It is not like we didn’t have
chances,” said Cranford Head Coach
Ryan Huber. “We pulled to within six
points two or three times in the sec-
ond half and things happened where
we just weren’t able to get over the
hump. If you look at our roster we
have a lot of upper classmen but not a
lot who got to play together last sea-
son. We were a senior-heavy team last

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

‘ESPO’ :08 PIN, McDERMOTT :16 PIN, SCORESE :21 PIN

Capece, McGovern Win 100th
In Mat Victory over Brearley

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Senior Night” was more than just
“Senior Night” for the No. 4 ranked
Cranford High School wrestling team
in its match with the Brearley Bears in
Cranford on February 1. Anthony
Capece and Brian McGovern became
the fourth and fifth seniors, respec-
tively, on the team to attain 100 career
victories, joining Chris Scorese, Tom
DiGiovanni and Vince Concina in the

shutout over the Bears, who just had
the misfortune of having their best
wrestlers matched up with the 17-0
Cougars’ top wrestlers. Additionally,
Pat Gorman received his 99th career
win as the Cougars’ head coach.

“It’s special! You won’t see that
probably for a long time. To do it with
kids we been together since second
grade, so it worked out well,” Capece
expressed.

“Very special! We all knew from

since we were little, we have been
wrestling together since second grade.
All that work is paying off. We finally
are going to get our names on the
banner,” McGovern said.

“I’m not sure if it has ever hap-
pened. I’m not positive,” said Coach
Gorman, who did suggest that maybe
South Plainfield may have had five or
six 100 career winners in one season.
“The best part is these kids came up
wrestling together, so they were all
excited for each other to get it. There
was no real shining star on the team.
Everybody this year is really wres-
tling for the team goal. People are
cutting weight, making sacrifices,
working hard, working through some
small injuries to get to where the team
needs to be. That’s something that
makes it fun to coach. Very special
year for the program!”

Prior to Capece’s bout with Frank
Silva at 120-lbs, Cougar Evan
Kanterman recorded a pair of
takedowns, a pair of nearfalls, three
escapes and a backdoor reversal to
earn a 15-5 major decision over Jagger
Kebea at 113-lbs. Capece then show-
cased a variety of takedowns and
nearfalls to seize an 18-3 tech fall in
3:50 over Silva.

“All I was thinking about was scor-
ing points. I kept scoring points, I
kept scoring points. It feels good,
especially to get it with one of my best
friends right here,” Capece pointed
out, referring to McGovern.

At 126-lbs, Cougar Connor Halpin
pinned Patrick Machado with an arm
bar/half nelson in 2:12 after record-
ing a single-leg trip takedown and a
pair of tilts in the first period. Scorese
quickly converted a takedown to a
21-second pin over Santiago Villarreal
at 132-lbs. DiGiovanni stepped out at
138-lbs and recorded two takedowns
and a spinning Olympic arm bar
nearfall before stacking Jimmy Luna
in 2:56 with a double arm bar.

Senior Mike Nigro’s bout with John
Braun took just 2:54 when he pinned
him with an arm bar at 145-lbs then

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate, International President's Elite

2016 NJ Realtors® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® Gold
Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441

27 Poplar Place, Fanwood
$510,000

Welcome home! Move right in to this meticulously maintained four bedroom
cape in a highly desirable neighborhood in Fanwood. The warm and inviting
living room with gleaming hardwood floors has the perfect open floor plan to a
spacious formal dining room making it just perfect for entertaining. It flows
seamlessly into the sunny, spacious eat in kitchen (with new stove, dishwasher
& microwave) and fabulous breakfast room. There are four bedrooms and two
full bathrooms. The first floor has a full bath for added convenience. The lower
level is where the laundry is found. Sit back and relax on the beautiful outdoor
patio overlooking the spacious, private backyard. There is a two car attached
garage. A wonderful location – conveniently located close to schools, shopping
and NYC transportation, don't miss this unique opportunity to call this home!

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555 x 113

Follow me on Twitter @JeanMarieMorgan to get a Sneak Peek at our new listings at #209Central...the #1 real estate office!

902 Highland Avenue, Westfield
$1,325,000

Beautifully renovated five bedroom tudor with exquisite appointments and superb architectural
details throughout. Located in the highly desirable Gardens section of Westfield, this
magnificent storybook tudor with stunning millwork boasts a grand entry foyer leading into
the custom eat in kitchen, complete with stainless appliances, a Subzero refrigerator, Dacor
double oven, calacatta marble countertops and a large dining area. The family room/dining
room, living room & den flow perfectly onto a beautifully raised flagstone patio with a gorgeous
stone built in fireplace and multi zone sound system making this the perfect place for
entertaining. A fabulous newer custom butlers pantry is located just off the family room with
a wet bar, high end cabinetry & a wine fridge. This home's gracious floor plan includes five
bedrooms & five beautifully updated bathrooms. Sit back and relax in the private, professionally
landscaped backyard overlooking a gorgeous Gunite pool. Conveniently located close to all
schools, Westfield's award winning downtown & NYC transportation on one of Westfield's
most premier streets, don't miss a truly unique opportunity to call this home!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 12th • 1-4PM OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 12th • 1-3PM

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCREENING FOR A TEAMMATE...Raider Nigel Nelson, No. 12, screens Cougar Chris Librera, center, so teammate
Teddy Willmott, No. 3, can get off a clean shot. The Raiders topped the Cougars, 64-50, in Scotch Plains on February 2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN THE 100 WIN CLUB...Against Brearley, Cougars Anthony Capece, top right,
and Brian McGovern, bottom right, recorded their 100th career victories.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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FSPY Girls White Team Tops
West Essex ‘Y’ Girls, 198-133

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
(FSPY) Girls White team won its
final dual meet of the season on Janu-
ary 28, topping the West Essex “Y”,
198-133, at WEY’s Livingston facil-
ity.

Individual Medley (IM): Anna
Linenberg won the 11-12 200IM,
while Faith Best clinched first in the
13-14 200IM. Aubrey Bagdonas won
the 15-18 200IM.

Freestyle: FSPY’s 8Us swept the
50-free when Jamie Trela, Sophia
Francesca Isleta and Sophia Monteith
finished 1-2-3. Brooke Labarge won
the 9-10 100-free. Avery Higinbotham
and Jessica Rojek placed 2-3 in the
11-12 100-free, while Aislinn Mooney
and Hannah Davis won the 13-14
200-free and 15-18 200-free, respec-
tively.

Breaststroke: Phoebe Kaplan and

Sophia Yalcin placed 2-3 in the 9-10
50-breast, and Katelyn Gaulin, Alex
Moore and Jessica Rojek swept 1-2-
3 in the 11-12 50-breast. Aislinn
Mooney won the 13-14 100-breast.

Backstroke: Kate LaBarge won
the 9-10 50-back, while Alex Moore
and Sarah Phillips touched 1-2 in the
11-12 50-back. Julia Yick, Hope Best
and Amaya Wilkerson swept the 13-
14 100-back. Aubrey Bagdonas, Maya
Grantz and Isha Rai finished 1-2-3 in
the 15-18 100-back.

Butterfly: Amy Jiang placed sec-
ond in the 8U 25-fly and Brooke
Labarge placed second in the 9-10
50-fly. Anna Linenberg won the 11-
12 50-fly and Emma Route won the
13-14 100-fly.

For information, please call the “Y”
at (908) 889-8880 or visit
www.fspymca.org.

Lapolla Receives Honor
At Int’l Lax Tourney
Scotch Plains’ Maggie Lapolla a

freshman at Union Catholic Regional
High School, was selected “Best Of-
fensive Player” at Lax Cup 2017, an
international lacrosse tournament in
The Netherlands, on January 14-15.

Lapolla was a member of USA Team
Liberty, a team composed of select
high school athletes from all across
the country. Team Liberty traveled to
The Netherlands to compete against
local clubs and National selection
teams. The Swedish National Team
placed first, Team Liberty placed sec-
ond and Dutch National Team placed
third. During Team Liberty’s visit they
put on teaching clinics for local club
teams and youth programs.

The FSPY Girls White team defeated West Essex “Y” swim girls, 198-133

FINALLY TEAMMATES...Jarek Gozdieski (Westfield High School ’16) and
Brian Lapham (Scotch-Plains-Fanwood ’15) are now teammates wrestling for
Bucknell University in Lewisburg, Pa.

RAY BAILY AWARD RECIPIENT...The Ray Bailey Award was presented by
Jack Ford from the Martin Wallberg American Legion Post 3 to Conor Root at the
Varsity Football Awards Dinner held December 15. Ray Bailey was an athlete for
Westfield High School and an outstanding baseball player for the American Legion
Team in the late 1950s when he was tragically killed. Since the 1960s, Post 3 has
presented the Ray Bailey Award to the Senior Varsity Football player with the
highest grade point average. Pictured, left to right, are: Allan Betau Post Com-
mander, Amy Root, Conor Root, Steve Root and Jack Ford Post Adjutant .

Photo Courtesy of Chris Romeo

FIRING IN THE GOAL...Blue Devil Matt Rittendale, No. 48, fires the puck past
the Cougar goalkeeper to make it 3-1 in the second period of the Union County
Tournament semifinal on February 1. Westfield won the game 5-1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING NORTH TO PLAY FOOTBALL...Cranford senior Ryan Bakie,
flanked by his father Joe and mother Dawn, had signed to play football at Bryant
University in Smithfield, R.I. next fall. A three-sport athlete, Bakie is backed from
left to right by coaches Kerry Drexler (asst. football), Ryan Huber (head basket-
ball), Erik Rosenmeier (head football), Dennis McCafferty (head baseball) and
Director of Athletics Darren Torsone.

year so a lot of the guys playing this
year are playing together for the first
time.”

Leading by eight at 51-43 with 5:30
to play, Scotch Plains-Fanwood fi-
nally produced the run that would put
the Cougars down for good. Lamont
Cruse scored on a fast break lay-up
followed by a Heisey inside basket to
make it 55-43. Dwight Laylor (8
points) added a lay up to make it 57-
43. Another three-point basket from
Cougar Bakie made it 57-46 with just
under three minutes left in the game.
Laylor then scored on a put back to
keep the lead at 13, 59-46.

“Dwight does all the little things
that turn out to be big things when you
put them all together,” said Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Head Coach Steve
Siracusa. “He was big on the boards
today and came up with defensive
stops for us at key moments. We’ve
got a lot of players that we can roll in
and out without there being a drop off
in performance and Dwight is one of
those guys who gives us a lift when-
ever he is in the game.”

The Raiders closed out the game by
going 5-for-6 from the free throw line
to keep Cranford at bay. Nigel Nelson
had 10 points for Scotch Plains and
Drubulis added eight. Chris Librera

led the Cougar effort with 13 points.
The Raiders remain tied atop the

UCC Valley Division standings with
Rahway. Both teams sport 8-1 divi-
sional records. Cranford meanwhile
sits mired near the bottom with a 2-6
divisional record. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood figured to be no worse than
the fifth or sixth seed in the upcoming
Union County Tournament bracket,
which was to be released earlier this
week.
Cranford   9 14 15 12 50
Sc Pl-Fanwood 17 14 14 19 64

Lady Blue Devils Top GL,
Lose Squeaker to Pat’s

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team overwhelmed the Gov-
ernor Livingston Highlanders, 47-17,
in Berkeley Heights on January 31
then two days later on February 2,
dropped a 43-41 squeaker to the host-
ing once-defeated Patrick School.

Very stubborn defense on the part
of the Blue Devils kept the Highland-
ers starving for offense throughout
the game, especially in the first quar-
ter when Westfield seized a 16-2 lead.
Shannon Devitt, who put in 10 points,
led the Blue Devils with 16 rebounds
and eight blocked shots. Molly Ryan
scored 12 points and added five as-
sists, four steals and two rebounds.
Lauren Sgro had eight points and a
pair of rebounds. Danielle Rinaldi (4
rebounds, 2 steals), Grace Elliott (3
rebounds, 3 assists, 3 steals) and Lily
Maz (2 assists) each contributed four
points, while Sam Stravach (2 blocks,
2 rebounds) scored three points and
Nicolina Albano added two points.
Jenna Iorio (3 steals) and Casey
Popowski each had three rebounds.

Lindsay Gerrato led the Highland-
ers with six points, eight rebounds

and four steals, and Stacey Berliner
scored five points and added three
steals. Michelle Coyle (3 rebounds)
and Fiona Kerr each had two points.
Laura Romano (4 rebounds, 2 blocks)
and Shannon Polimeni each added a
free throw.

The 12-4 Blue Devils took a 13-8
lead over the 18-1 Patrick School in
the first quarter and held a 25-18 edge
at the half but the Pats tied the score
after three quarters. Qadashah Hoppie
led the Pats with 15 points, while Ali-
yah Powell scored 11 points, includ-
ing trip 3-pointers, and Za’naja Jones
added six points.

Ryan led Westfield with 15 points,
including three 3-pointers, six steals,
two assists and four rebounds. Elliott
had 11 points, two rebounds and a
steal and Devitt had seven points, five
rebounds and an assist. Rinaldi netted
four points, three assists and three
rebounds. Iorio (5 rebounds, 2 steals)
and Sgro each scored two points.
Westfield 16   8   8 15 47
Gov. Livingston   2   6   5   4 17

Westfield 13 12   8   8 41
Patrick School   8 10 15 10 43

AJ Bencivenga completed his
stretching of Dylan Santelli in 48
seconds with a front double grape-
vine at 152-lbs.

McGovern faced a tough opponent
in Charlie Buckley at 160-lbs but he
quickly took a 2-0 lead with a single-
leg lift takedown. He added an escape
and two low single-leg takedowns
near the edge of the mat in the second
period then received a penalty point
in the third to claim an 8-1 decision
and his 100th victory.

“He’s good. He usually wrestles 52
but he decided to bump up. I think it
made it more special to go out there
and get a tough win for a hundred
wins,” McGovern said. “It feels good!
Just all the hard work, all the hours we
put in wrestling, working out, every-
thing leads up to this. That’s what it’s
all about.”

At 170-lbs, Matt Doran delivered a
double-leg takedown and added an
escape to defeat Austin Oguh, 3-1,
then at 182-lbs, Concina scored five
takedowns and a nearfall before
clamping Tyler Stoeckle with a cradle

in 3:36. At 195-lbs, Dylan Budnik
exercised a single-leg/waist throw
takedown and a duck under takedown
then pinned Aly Mohamed with an
arm bar/tight waist in 1:17. Senior
Owen McDermott thought he would
have the quickest pin of the evening
when he bulldogged Jacob Perez to
the mat in 16 seconds at 220-lbs but
senior Alex Esposito tackled Cearon
Doroughety to his back in eight sec-
onds at 285-lbs.

The final bout at 106-lbs became
the closest when Pat Kalnins eked out
a 6-5 decision over Rebecca Pizuto.

CRANFORD 72, BREARLEY 0:
113: — Kanterman md Kebea 15-5
120: — Capece tf Silva 18-3 3:50
126: — Halpin p Machado 2:12
132: — Scorese p Villarreal :21
138: — DiGiovanni p Luna 2:56
145: — Nigro p Braun 2:54
152: — Bencivenga p Santelli :48
160: — McGovern d Buckley 8-1
170: — Doran d Oguh 3-1
182: — Concina p Stoeckle 3:36
195: — Budnik p Mohamed 1:17
220: — McDermott p Perez :16
Hwt: — Esposito p Doroughety :08
106: — Kalnins d Pizuto 6-5

The Westfield High School boys
winter track team placed fourth with a
total of 25 at the North 2 Sectional
Meet at the Bennett Center on Febru-
ary 4. Spencer Weigand finished third
in the 800-meters with a time of
1:59.77, while Matt Meusel at 4:26.41
and Jake Triarsi at 4:30.81 finished 3-
5 in the 1,600. Aditya Singh took
fourth in the 3,200 at 9:44.59.

Rob Brown, Dan Audino,

Weigand and Cameron McLaughlin
took fifth in the 4x400 with a time of
3:33.91. Coston O’Brien placed
fourth in the shot put with a shove of
47-2.75 and Phil Dwyer placed sixth
in the high jump with a clearance of
5-6. For the girls, Erica Lawrence
took second in the shot put with a
distance of 33-5.75 and Leah Norton
took sixth in the pole vault with a
height of 8-6.

Blue Devil Boys Get 4th at Track Sectional

The top-seeded Cranford High
School wrestling team crushed
Irvington, 64-9, in the first round of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
Tournament in Cranford on February
6, while the hosting fourth-seeded
Woodbridge Barrons denied the fifth-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raid-
ers, 45-18, in the first round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament.

At Cranford, Cougar Patrick
Kalnins pinned Wolfeneger Michel
in 2:32 at 106-lbs. Anthony Capece
pinned Clervin Renaud in 42 seconds
at 120-lbs. Conor Halpin grabbed a
14-0 major decision over Brisner
Xavier at 126-lbs. Chris Scorese
claimed a 15-0, 3:51 tech fall over
Jefferson Jean-Paul at 132-lbs then
Tom DiGiovanni pinned Shamar
Frasier in 18 seconds at 138-lbs. Mike
Nigro took a 5-1 decision over Peter
Dumerand at 152-lbs.

Cougar Matt Doran pinned Rich
Norman in 1:51 at 160-lbs and Brian
McGovern claimed a 16-4 major de-
cision over Jerwin Martilus at 170-
lbs. Vince Concina pinned Tyhmir
Lassiter in 2:53 at 182-lbs, Dylan
Budnik (195-lbs) pinned Nashawn
Brooks in 3:38, Anthony Ramirez
(220-lbs) pinned Martineau Pierre-
Louis in 3:38 and Alex Esposito (285-
lbs) pinned Carl Napoloen in 1:29.
Blue Knight Terell Ashman beat Evan
Kanterman, 5-1, at 113-lbs. Clerson
Xavier pinned AJ Bencivenga in 2:53
at 145-lbs

At Woodbridge, Raider Jack Can-
non defeated Harry Brand, 6-2, at
145-lbs. Justin Sidebottom beat Gil-
bert Hill Sosa, 16-10, at 132-lbs. Nino
Natale (120-lbs) and Matt Fleck (126-
lbs) received forfeits. In a highly an-
ticipated showdown, Woodbridge’s
Bryan McLaughlin defeated Sam
Wustefeld, 7-1, at 182-lbs.

Barron Xavier Laracuente (106)
won a 9-0 major decision over Mike
Fleck, Jaden Catalano (113) topped
Jeremy Lenart, 8-5, and Jack Quinn
(138) won a 12-4 major decision over
Jacob Perone. Yehia Mosaad (152)
took a 24-112 major decision over
Mike Ramos and Marquan Payne
(160) pinned Alex Oslislo in 1:26.
Zach Cottrell (170) pinned Zach
Fleischman in 1:10 and Nick Nyers
(195) beat Ed Smith, 11-4. Vince
Zecchino (220) pinned Bobby Mount
in 16 seconds and Alex LaGrippo
(285) pinned Billy Root in 5:42.

Cougars Crush Irvington,
Raiders Fall in Mat Sections

WHS Fencers Make Mark at NJSIAA Event

Courtesy of Marilyn O’Connell

FENCING CLUB...The WHS Fencing Club has over 20 members, who practice
at the Advance Fencing and Fitness Academy in Garwood, with coaches Jerome
Guth and Janusz Mlynek. Picctured in front row are: Natalia Zeller MacLean
(foil, Captain), Emma Downer (foil), Emily O’Connell (saber), Cooper Metzger
(saber), Nicco Chin (saber); back row: WHS Coach Ryan Daly, Sam Fritz (epee),
Nick Weiner (epee), Gaspard Ronget (saber), Alex Rossen (foil).

Nine Westfield High School fenc-
ers competed in the New Jersey State
Interscholastic Athletic Association
(NJSIAA) fencing qualifier tourna-
ment, in all three weapons catego-
ries: saber, foil, and epee on Janu-

ary 28. This is the first time in sev-
eral years that Westfield was repre-
sented at a NJSIAA fencing event.
Nicco Chin, who fences saber, quali-
fied for the March 5 Championship
Tournament.

Cougar Cagers Sting
Lady Farmers, 48-46
Cam Wichelns pumped in 24 points,

including a pair of 3-pointers, and
added three assists and three steals to
lead the Cranford High School girls
basketball team to a 48-46 victory
over the Union Farmers in Cranford
on February 2. Caroline McCaffrey,
Caroline Kelly, Lauren Santarelli and
Olivia Speer each scored six points.
Nneka Moneme and Allison Seater
each scored 11 points and Krizia
Aponte scored 10 points for the Farm-
ers.
Union 17   7 16   6 46
Cranford 10 20 11   7 48

Devilfish Deliver Big Swims
At 8U ‘Y’ Championships

The Westfield Area YMCA 8U
swim team competed at the NJ YMCA
8U Region A Championships held at
Raritan Valley Community College
on February 4. The littlest Devilfish
had many big swims. Seven-year olds
Kaylie Gao and Ava Maloney finish-
ing first in the 25-free and 25-breast,
respectively.

TOP 16 SWIMS:
7U Boys: Ryan Droskoski 2nd (50-

free, 25-fly); Ryan Kimelman 8th (25-
breast), 10th (25-back); Benjamin
Zhou 7th (25-breast), 9th (25-back),
14th (50-free); 4th – 100-free relay
(Droskoski, Kimelman, Max Laskow,
Zhou)

7U Girls: Olivia Constable 7th (25-
breast); Mira Emany 8th (25-back),
9th (25-breast, 50-free); Kaylie Gao
4th (25-free), 13th (25-fly); Claire
Hoffman 15th (50-free); Jane
Kavanagh 3rd (25-free), 10th (25-
fly); 2nd – 100-medley relay and 3rd
100-free relay (Constable, Emany,
Gao, Kavanagh)

8U Girls: Emelia Dengler 6th (25-
fly), 14th (100IM), 15th (50-free);
Madeline Edmonson 14th (25-back),
15th (25-free), Ashley Gao 8th (25-
breast), 15th (100IM); Abigail Thein
15th (25-fly); 6th – 100-medley relay
(Dengler, Edmondson, Gao, Naomi
Kamins); 10th – 100-free relay
(Dengler, Edmondson, Kamins, Thein)

8U Boys: Brendan Laczynski 14th
(50-free); Clark Seeder 10th (25-
breast), 16th (25-free); 12th – 100-
free and 100-medley relays (Laczynski,
AJ Li, Seeder, Javy Thompson)

Completing the team at champion-
ships were: Allie Cicia, Ella Del Gatto,
Avery Hoffman, Sabela Malki,
Bridget Mulkeen, Emma O’Brien,
Julia O’Brien, Mia O’Reilly, Eliza-
beth Ritter, Bridget Troy, Katie
Twilley, Cecilia Wiggins, Elizabeth
Williamson, Emily Williamson and
Madeline Yong.

Raider Matmen Defeat
Union Farmers, 54-17
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School wrestling team defeated the
Union Farmers, 54-17, in Union on
February 1. In the key match-up of the
evening, Raider Nick Palazzola took
on Union County Tournament champ
Nick Zuena and emerged with a 6-3
victory at 152-lbs.

Jack Cannon pinned Urbain
Charles-Saint in 2:37 at 138-lbs, Mike
Ramos pinned Dom Prata in 3:43 at
145-lbs, Zach Fleischman pinned Jus-
tin Valente in 1:32 at 170-lbs, Mike
Fleck pinned Andrew Grayson in 3:30
at 106-lbs, Jeremy Lenart pinned Liam
Grahl in 1:47 at 113-lbs and Justin
Sidebottom pinned Aseem Kumar in
1:15 at 120-lbs.

At 132-lbs, Raider Mateo Velez
topped Anthony Dominguez, 6-3, while
Sam Wustefeld (182-lbs) and Liam
Hickey (285-lbs) received forfeits. At
126-lbs, Farmer Kyjuan Hutchins won
by 18-3 tech fall over Jacob Perone.
Dellison Nkrahene pinned Ed Smith in
3:25 at 195-lbs, Bob Emanuel nipped
Bobby Mount, 4-3, at 220-lbs and
Joram Morinvil beat Zach Zimmerman,
10-4, at 160-lbs.

Logan D’Amore of Scotch Plains,
a freshman at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison, captured the 500-
yard freestyle championship in a time
of 4:43.68, setting a new W-H record
in the process, at the Greater
Middlesex County (GMC) Swimming
Championships in Perth Amboy.

D’Amore, the fourth seed, surged

ahead in the final 200 and built his
lead to win the race by almost five
seconds. D’Amore became the first
Wardlaw-Hartridge athlete to win
a county championship since Katie
Buchbinder of Scotch Plains won
the GMC first singles tennis title in
the fall of 2012. D’Amore also
qualified for the NJSIAA Meet of
Champions in both the 200 and 500
free events.

Wardlaw-Hartridge Freshman D’Amore
Wins GMC Swim Title in 500-Freestyle

Logan D’Amore

St. Mary Cagers Beat
Westfield Boys, 43-21
The hosting St. Mary (Elizabeth)

boys basketball team held the
Westfield Blue Devils to zero sec-
ond-quarter points for a 21-8 halftime
lead en route to a 43-21 triumph on
February 2. Papie Roberts led St. Mary
with 16 points and Deshawn Latham
added eight points.

Matt LaCorte led Westfield with 10
points, including a pair of 3-pointers.
Adam McDaniel netted four points
and Chris Wagner had three points,
while Jeff Gagum and Tristan Quallis
each had two points.
Westfield   8   0 11   2 21
St. Mary (Elizabeth)11 10 17   5 43

Lady Crusaders Reject
Raider Cagers, 56-39
An all-out 23-4 surge by the AL

Johnson High School girls basketball
team proved too overwhelming for
the visiting Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders in a 56-39 loss on February 2.

Summer Sheppard (2 3-pointers)
and Abbe-Gayle Burton scored 16
points and 15 points, respectively, for
the Raiders, while Maggie Leahy and
Brianna O’Brien each scored four
points. Amy Wysocki, Meaghan
Gallagher and Kristina Palella each
scored 14 points for the Crusaders
and Sabrina Parin scored 11 points.
Sc Pl-Fanwood   4 11 14 10 39
AL Johnson 23   6 17 10 56

Probitas Verus Honos
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The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

This 2005 Colonial has a sunny open floor plan and quality finishes! 4 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, first floor office, master
suite, finished basement (with bath), 2 car garage, and fenced yard with paver patio. Nine foot ceilings, hardwood floors
throughout the 1st floor, kitchen center island , gas fireplace, abundant closets, professional landscaping, underground
sprinklers and 2 zone HVAC.  This home provides all the space and amenities you have been looking for! $929,000.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
International President’s Premier
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004-2016
Direct Line: 908-917-5801
maryalice@maryaliceryan.com

Maryalice Ryan, MBA
Sales Associate

121 Pearl Street, Westfield • 4 Bedrooms, 3 1/2 Baths

860 Standish Avenue, Westfield • 5 bedrooms, 5 1/2 baths

This 5 bedroom, 5 1/2 bathroom 2006 Colonial, built by Michael Mahoney, has all of the perks of new construction
plus more. There's the two story foyer, open gourmet kitchen/ family room,1st floor  mud and laundry rooms, guest
suite, and 4 large bedrooms and 3 full bathrooms upstairs. The walkout basement is fully finished with a rec room,
exercise room and full bath. The location is ideal - in the heart of the Gardens! $1,499,000.

© 2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield West Office:
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-0065
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Plainfield $400,000
1911 Wood Shingle 5BR, 3 full bath home in
Van Wyck Brooks Historic District. Filled w/
architectural details. 965MadisonAvenue.com.

Agent: Cynthia Alexander MLS: 3332755

Scotch Plains $534,900
Dynamite location! Spacious & sunny Ranch on
quiet, tree lined street. Big EIK, HW flrs, fin bsmt
rec rm, private & fenced yard. Fantastic home!

Agent: Jill Skibinsky MLS: 3359381

Westfield $1,275,000
Spacious, CHC with gleaming HW flrs, lots of
windows, ample closet space, beautifully
appointed kit, lower level rec rm, close to town!

Agent: Kathleen Gouldey MLS: 3358681

Scotch Plains $699,000
Completely renovated home with gleaming HW
flrs & a wonderful open flr plan! Gourmet
kitchen, spacious MBR suite…not to be missed!

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 3360466

Plainfield $478,000
Elegant Colonial gem is move-in ready! Rich
wood trim, beautiful HW flrs, newer kitchen,
all on a pretty, tree lined street. A must see!

Agent: Wende D. Gates MLS: 3361513

Westfield $1,699,000
New construction ready for delivery! Stunning
Colonial by Premier Design Custom Homes with
top of the line finishes & attention to detail!

Agent: Francesca Azzara MLS: 3355326

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE “FAB 5” PLUS COACHES...Flanked by Head Coach Pat Gorman, left, and Assistant Coach Justin Bonitatis, seniors
Anthony Capece, Vince Concina, Tom DiGiovanni, Chris Scorese and Brian McGovern recorded their 100th career varsity
win this season after Capece and McGovern reached that mark in a match against Brearley on February 1. Two days later,
Gorman and Bonitatis recorded their 100th win as Cougar coaches in a victory over Westfield.

Members of the Cougars 100 Win ClubSIMPSON GETS MAJOR DECISION, REESE WINS IN OT

Blue Devils Swat Bees, 57-9,
In Mat Section First Round

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Several closely contested bouts and
several not so closely contested bouts
highlighted the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 5 first round match between
the hosting third-seeded Westfield High
School wrestling team and sixth-seeded
Bayonne on February 6. The 14-8 Blue
Devils won the lion’s share of the close
bouts and all of the not so close bouts
to sting the 12-10 Bees, 57-9.

The opening bout was of the close
variety at 170-lbs until Blue Devil
Tim Miller escaped in the second
period and added a standing head-
and-arm spin-behind takedown to beat
Matt Menendez, 3-0. at 182-lbs, Blue
Devil Brendan Loder needed a
takedown to knot the score with Jared
Kufczynski but when he took a shot
late in the third period, he became a
victim of a counter throw pin in 5:40.

At 195-lbs, Blue Devil Russ Weber
recorded a takedown and an escape
then controlled Kevin Golabieski
throughout the third period to win 3-
0. Jack Miller roughed up Jacob
Estevez with a side single-leg
takedown to back five-point move in
the first period then wound him to his
back with an arm bar and front smother

in 3:49 at 220-lbs.
Phil Ricca’s 285-lb bout with Kyrollos

Makran was tight but his double-leg
tackle takedown ensured him with a 3-
2 victory. CJ Composto’s 106-lb bout
with Bee Cole Fego was not close nor
was it long when he used a double arm
bar stack to record a pin in 1:01. After
Luke Hoerle received a forfeit at 113-
lbs, Zach Rabinowitz began his 120-lb
bout against Julian Rodriguez with a
barrel roll and ended it with a barrel roll
to record a 19-1 tech fall in 4:19.
Rabinowitz also showcased a devastat-
ing spread eagle (banana split) nearfall.

Blue Devil Jeremy Silber recorded
a single-leg and a double-leg takedown,
a double arm bar nearfall and a switch
reversal before pinning Mahad Rauf in
2:54 at 126-lbs. At 132-lbs, Luke
Scanlan’s bout took only 37 seconds
when he stacked Dylan Sadiq right
from the takedown. The 138-lb bout
looked like it was going to be lopsided
when Bee Efran Davila quickly scored
a five-point takedown-to-back move
but Emmett Smith battled back only to
drop a 5-4 decision.

Blue Devil Jordan Simpson re-
corded a double-leg takedown in the
first period, added an escape, a double-
leg takedown and a pull-back nearfall

in the second period then pulled off a
side single-leg takedown in the third
to claim a 9-0 major decision over
Jerry Arroyo at 145-lbs. After record-
ing a takedown, Alan Dente won by
injury default in 19 seconds over Joe
Ibrahim at 152-lbs.

The final bout of the evening was
also the longest and closest. With
Blue Devil Isaiah Reese and Bee Omar
Elgarhi each recording an escape in
regulation, the 160-lb bout went into
overtime. After the neutral portion
yielded no points, Reese escaped to
eventually win a 2-1 tiebreaker.

Next, the Blue Devils would be on
the road on February 8 to face sec-
ond-seeded Watchung Hills, 54-15,
victors over Elizabeth.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
170: — Miller (W) d Menendez 3-0
182: — Kufczynski (B) p Loder 5:40
195: — Weber (W) d Golabiewski 3-0
220: — Miller (W) p Estevez 3:49
Hwt: — Ricca (W) d Mokran 3-2
106: — Composto (W) p Fego 1:01
113: — Hoerle (W) won forfeit
120: — Rabinowitz (W) tf Rodrigues
19-1, 4:19
126: — Silber (W) p Rauf 2:54
132: — Scanlan (W) inj def Sadiq :37
138: — Davila (B) d Smith 5-4
145: — Simpson (W) md Arroyo 9-0
152: — Dente (W) p Ibrahim :19
160: — Reese (W) d Elgarhi 2-1 OT

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING THE GABLE...Blue Devil Jordan Simpson, left, tries to work a Gable maneuver to turn Bee Jerry Arroyo to
his back in the 145-lb bout. Simpson recorded a 9-0 major decision and Westfield stung the Bayonne Bees, 57-9.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Blue Devils Shake Crusaders in 44-38 Victory
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Coldwell Banker Westfield East Office
209 Central Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090 | 908.233.5555 | ColdwellBankerHomes.com

The local real estate market is hot!
Coldwell Banker East had the busiest January since 2007!

Now is the best time to list.
Contact us for a current market valuation of your home.

We are the #1 office in Westfield for a reason!

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell
Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

few minutes on the clock.
Palella, Meaghan Gallagher and

Amy Wysocki, who finished with 13
points, including trip 3-pointers, com-
bined for eight points to put the Cru-
saders ahead, 20-18, early in the sec-
ond quarter. In the meantime, the Blue
Devils were having difficulties find-
ing the mark until Jenna Iorio (10
points, 2 assists) sank four points and
Molly Ryan (5 points, 6 steals) hit
Westfield’s final 3-pointer for a 7-0
run, but the Crusaders answered with
Wysocki’s driving lay-up and Danni
Hartzler’s 3-banger at the buzzer to
knot the score 25-25 at the half.

The Crusaders scored the first six
points of the third quarter to seize a
31-25 lead. Changing tactics, Blue
Devil Grace Elliott (9 points, 3 as-
sists, 3 rebounds) drove to the basket
and was fouled. Elliott sank both free
throws and followed up with a 2-
pointer then Rinaldi sank a two at the
buzzer re-knotting the score.

Senior Shannon Devitt (9 points, 3
blocks, 2 steals) got the inside move
in the fourth quarter and rolled in a
pair of lay-ups on putbacks to put the
Blue Devils in front, 35-31. Moments
later, Wysocki hit a pair of 3-pointers
to tie the score at 37-37 with 5:11
remaining. The driving-to-the-basket
strategy forced the Crusaders’ hands,
creating fouls. The Blue Devils hit
seven of eight from the charity line.
Devitt, who pulled 15 rebounds, made

her key rebound of the game with
21.6 seconds on the clock to seal the
victory.

“Coach coming into this game kept
saying that they are going to treat this
like the Super Bowl came a day early,”
Rinaldi said. “We had to stay com-
posed. We just got to play it like a
regular game and we did. They played
very, very hard and I give them that.
They gave us a run for our money.”

“They played great. We knew we
had to stay composed. We didn’t have
to push shots that we didn’t need to. I
was face-guarded, Molly was face-
guarded throughout the game, so I
wasn’t worried because I knew my
teammates would step up if I wasn’t
able to get open,” Devitt said.

“The game plan coming in was to
take what they give us. They weren’t
coming out too much on the three, so
I made to decision that I was going to
take what they give me and take those
threes. When I figured that wasn’t
going to work, they weren’t falling
too much, that’s when we shifted the
game plan and we started getting it
into Shannon and working the ball a
little bit more,” Rinaldi explained.

“That was it! Shannon went inside
and she manufactured her points to
get her rebounds for putbacks. Over-
all I am proud of my kids. They played
hard,” Crusader Head Coach Joe
Marino said.

“Height was my friend today. I was

probably the tallest kid out there, so I
knew you got to jump high, get the
rebound, box out. I would do any-
thing to get that rebound at the end of
the game,” Devitt said.

“Our girls played hard and we knew
we had to come in and play them.
Westfield is a very good team. We
knew we had to shut Molly [Ryan] and
Shannon down. The girls did a real
nice job in doing that. They took on the
challenge. It could have gone either
way. They deserved it. They out-hustled
us today,” Coach Marino said.

Just two days before, the Blue Dev-
ils gave the then 17-1 Patrick School
girls a scare in a 43-41 loss. Height
was not necessarily on Devitt’s side in
that game.

“That was one of the most energetic
games we played all season. We were
a little out of our element in a small
gym in Elizabeth but we came out
hard, broke the press really, really
well with great passing. That’s prob-
ably the best we’ve done all year and
we really played as a team in that
game and brought a lot of energy,”
Rinaldi recalled.

“For me, we were so close. It’s a
tough loss but looking back, we played
great. We just needed two more points.
We had the shots at the end of the
game. They didn’t fall, so there’s noth-
ing you can do about it,” Devitt said.
Westfield 14 11   6 13 44
AL Johnson 12 13   6   7 38

Cougars Record 47-20 Win Over Blue Devils
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Tournament 106-lb champ, to face
Cougar Evan Kanterman, whom he
pinned in 1:26 with a barrel roll-to-
back maneuver.

Senior co-captain Zach Rabinowitz
stepped on the mat at 120-lbs and
became the victim of a 10-2 major
decision to Anthony Capece, who just
recorded his 100th career victory two
days prior against Brearley. The first
of four close bouts came next at 126-
lbs where Cougar Conor Halpin used
a spin-behind takedown and an es-
cape to edge Jeremy Silber, 3-1.

Cougar Chris Scorese began his
132-lb bout with a single-leg trip
takedown then pinned Luke Scanlan
with a cradle in 56 seconds. At 138-
lbs, Cougar Tom DiGiovanni recorded
six takedowns and a single-
grapevine/Jacobs’ hook
nearfall to claim a 16-4 major
decision over Emmett Smith.

The next tight bout came at
145-lbs between two highly
improved wrestlers, Blue
Devil Jordan Simpson and AJ
Bencivenga. Simpson initi-
ated a double-leg tackle
takedown. In the third period,
Bencivenga took a 5-2 lead
with a reversal and a two-
point tilt but Simpson es-
caped. Both got into a vivid
scramble as time was running
out but Bencivenga got the
takedown for a 7-3 win.

“Coming in third in the
county was really good for
his morale for he to believe in
himself. I expect a lot good
things from him at the end of
this season, in the post season
and in the years to come. He’s
only a sophomore. It’s good
to see him turn the corner this
year,” Coach Gorman said of
Bencivegna.

“Jordan is improving. He’s
got a good attitude. He’s better than
he thinks he is right now. He’s been
piecing together more and more of a
match. In the beginning of the year, he
was good for a first takedown. Now
he’s getting close to putting together
a complete six minutes against good
kids. This is a good learning year for
him. He’s just going to get better and
better,” Coach Kurz said of Simpson.

At 152-lbs, Cougar Mike Nigro
recorded a double-leg takedown, a
two-point tilt and a reversal to top Al
Dente, 6-3, then Blue Devil Tim Miller
recorded a head-and-arm walk-around
takedown and a pair of escapes to
defeat a much improved Matt Doran,
4-2, at 160-lbs

“He’s tough. He’s stingy and we

know we can send him out and he’s
not going to give up a lot of points. We
sent him out against a couple of tough
guys this season and he’s held his
own. It’s nice to know we have some-
one who we can plug in a hole and is
going to go out there and fight for six
minutes,” Coach Gorman said of
Doran.

Cougar Vince Concina recorded
four takedowns, the later one plowing
Isaiah Reese straight to his back for a
pin in 4:49 at 170-lbs. Cougar Dylan
Budnik dropped a weight class and
recorded a 1:21 wrist/half nelson fall
over Russ Weber at 182-lbs.

“We want to see what we can do
with him in the postseason where it
helps us out. If it’s better to keep him

at 82 or 95 but I wanted to get him
down there for that first weigh in,”
Coach Gorman explained.

At 195-lbs, Blue Devil Jack Miller
recorded a tackle takedown and a
shrug-and-spin-behind takedown be-
fore prying Rob Schork to his back
with a half nelson/arm bar in 1:53.
Cougars Owen McDermott (220-lbs)
and Alex Esposito (285-lbs) received
forfeits then Blue Devil freshman CJ
Composto dropped to 106-lbs and
put on quite a show with his repertoire
of takedowns, combined with an
Olympic wind-around nearfall and a
tight waist tilt to claim an 18-3 tech
fall in 5:45 over Patrick Kalnins.

As to all the shifting of personnel,
Coach Kurz said, “It’s the point of the

season we are getting geared up for
the individual portion of the season,
the districts, regions. Throughout the
year the kids have been going where
we tell them to go for dual meets
based on what it’s going to mean for
our team’s chances of winning. We
are at the point where some of them
decided to go up, some of them de-
cided to go down. That led to some
wrestleoffs and that’s why we have
some changes in our lineup.”

Throughout the season, Composto
and Hoerle have proven to be quite
active on the mats.

“They go! That’s no joke. Both of
those guys are thinking Atlantic City.
They should be thinking Atlantic City.
I think they are capable of it. It’s been

fun having them in the room. I think
they elevate everyone around them.
They have been doing everything right
and we are just going to see it through,”
Coach Kurz said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
113: — Hoerle (W) p Kanterman 1:26
120: — Capece (C) md Rabinowitz
10-2
126: — Halpin (C) d Silber 3-1
132: — Scorese (C) p Scanlon :56
138: — DiGiovanni (C) md Smith 16-4
145: — Bencivegna (C) d Simpson 7-3
152: — Nigro (C) d Dente 6-3
160: — Miller (W) d Doran 4-2
170: — Concina (C) p Reese 4:49
182: — Budnik (C) p Weber 1:21
195: — Miller (W) p Shork 1:53
220: — McDermott (C) won forfeit
Hwt: — Esposito (C) won forfeit
106: — Composto (W) tf Kalnins 18-3,
5:45

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECOVERING A FUMBLE?...Blue Devil senior Danielle Rinaldi. center, smothers the basketball to make sure no
Crusaders can get possession. The Blue Devils had a battle with the Crusaders but pulled out a 44-38 victory..

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIGHTING THE TAKEDOWN...Blue Devil Alan Dente, left, tries to prevent Cougar Mike
Nigro from taking him to the mat in their 152-lb bout. Nigro won a 6-3 decision.
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CLASSIFIEDS

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas,

Arnold & Mangan, L.L.C.

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
www.jonbramnick.com

Drug or
Criminal Charges?

VALENTINE MEMORIES...All are invited this Sunday, February 12, to the
Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield from 2 to 4 p.m. for “Antique Valen-
tines,” which will include valentines from yesteryear, as well as a children’s
Valentine’s Day craft and refreshments. Pictured, Jean Groszmann displays some
unique vintage valentines.

Miller-Cory to Showcase
Antique Valentines Sunday

WESTFIELD — Love will be in
the air as the Miller-Cory House
Museum presents “Antique Valen-
tines” this Sunday, February 12, from
2 to 4 p.m. The museum is located at
614 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

The writing of romantic notes
and letters for St. Valentine’s Day
was very popular in colonial
America. By the mid-1800s, the
first mass-produced Valentine’s
Day cards were sold, and an indus-
try was born.

The museum program will fea-
ture a display of vintage valen-
tines, many with unique details such
as pop-ups, cut-outs and trinkets.
A children’s Valentine’s Day craft
and light refreshments are included
as well. Admission is $4 for ages
13 and older; $3 for ages 3 to 12,
and free for those under age 3.

Upcoming programs at the mu-
seum include “Maple Sugar Sun-

day” on March 5 and “Busy Fin-
gers – Ladies’ Needlework” on
Sunday, March 19. Demonstrations
of open-hearth cooking also will
resume in March.

The Miller-Cory House Museum,
built in 1740, is listed on both the State
and National Registers of Historic
Places and as a site on the New Jersey
Women’s Heritage Trail. The museum
is available for school, Scout or other
group tours on weekdays during the
morning or after school. Other pro-
grams include a showcase of 18th-
century skills during which volunteers
demonstrate colonial-era crafts and
discuss 18th-century life in New Jer-
sey for interested groups, including
on-site at local schools. For more in-
formation, call (908) 232-1776 or e-
mail millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Details on all programs also are posted
on the museum’s Facebook page. The
website is millercoryhouse.org.

We Are All Lucky That Brookside
Park Exists for Its Wildlife

Parkland and Open Space Could
Be Used for Low-Income Housing

Presenting a possible solution on
the COAH ruling: This letter is being
sent to all New Jersey legislators, the
Senate Committee on Community
Affairs and the Assembly Committee
on Urban Development.

The January 2017 New Jersey Su-
preme Court COAH gap ruling is cer-
tainly disconcerting to the state’s
towns, especially the ones that are
basically built out and have no addi-
tional land. (COAH means low-in-
come housing mandates.) The court’s
ruling dictates all towns must provide
an additional 200,000 affordable-liv-
ing units, more than what was already
acknowledged and planned.

Residential developers are certainly
licking their chops over this ruling
since this is very favorable to their
profits; that being the low-income units
usually play into proposals of lucra-
tive hi-density developments. The de-
velopers state that in their planned
residential developments, if they have
to provide these low-income units than
to be financially feasible, for each
COAH unit they would have to build
five to seven normal units and, on the
outside, like in my Garwood, would
actually have to build a denser 10 to 11
units per one COAH unit obligation.
Other financial factors could be in-
volved, but COAH seems to be the
claim of motivation for all this high-
density development. These project
applications then demand local zon-
ing land use laws have to be overrid-
den to shoehorn all this in. Note based
on calculations the 200,000 additional
COAH units could mean around one
to two million more residences would
need to be constructed. The govern-
ment really needs to think this through.

Usually defunct factories or blighted
lands along major roads are the targets
for this high-density development.
Here in Garwood, we are built out and
Garwood is considered ground zero of
the county’s traffic woes, with traffic
back-ups at lights during rush hour
being a half-mile long. And even mid-
day or weekends it could take two to
three light changes to get through the
local intersections. Yet Garwood’s
present COAH obligation dictates a
300-unit, high-density development is
to be built right in our downtown on
five acres of old factory land. Our
borough BTW is seven-eighths of a

mile square. Somehow people think
that just because it will be “transit
oriented” that the forecasted 500
people, a 13-percent increase to our
population, won’t drive automobiles.

Proposal: Since all this develop-
ment is financially profit motivated by
private developers and land costs fig-
ure into their cost benefit analysis by a
range of 20 percent to 30 percent, one
plan of attack then could be to try to
remove these expensive land costs.
One idea could be to use parkland and
open space which is already owned by
the government at zero cost. Donating
some of this open space to build low-
income units would delete land costs
from the cost benefit analysis. This
creates a public/private partnership
with the developers. Possibly the
amount of donated open space would
be 5 to 10 percent of the park and
assume this would involve only large
parks and open spaces that are at least
five acres and larger. Most parks are
normally found on back roads, not
major arteries, so any cars spilling out
from the project would not directly go
on the main roads immediately, and
yet many parks are hopefully still close
enough to walk to mass transit hubs.
Logistics and location and details
would need to be worked out by the
legislators.

And what about the environmental-
ists and the robbing of 10 percent open
space? This faction may put trees as a
priority over people, yet by this court
ruling the government obviously puts
the low-income people and their re-
distribution as a top priority over ev-
erything. One suggestion would be to
plant more trees closer together in
parks and right-of-ways and assure
storm water management at the new
projects.

I am not condemning the needs of
the low-income families nor the envi-
ronment; it is more of the impacts on
our downtowns, major roads and in-
frastructure which really can’t accom-
modate any more of this pseudo-
Orwellian future. Compromises need
to be worked out; this pretty much
appears to be a win-win as an alterna-
tive sensible resolution. Legislators,
please review as to viability. Good
luck.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

For 35 years, I always enjoyed my
lunch time walks. At noon, I’d gobble
down my sandwich and quickly walk
out of the office, apple in hand. I had a
one-mile loop walk that included “my”
park. I did that for, literally, thousands
of times and never tired of it. I wonder
if people had a nickname for me. I’m
sure it wasn’t “dances with wolves,”
but maybe “walks with apple.”

As long as the weather would allow
it, I’d take my walk all year around. It
gave me the chance to see the seasonal
sequence of nature. Most of the times
it gave me a chance to reconcile mat-
ters that were on my mind.

I got to know the types and loca-
tions of trees and plants. In late winter,
I knew the locations where I would see
snowdrops blooming. Sometime in
early spring, I might see the morning
cloak butterfly and marsh marigolds
blooming along the stream banks. Af-
ter that, I would eventually see trout
lilies and spring beauties. Some spring

days could be magical and I felt that I
was in a Walt Disney movie.

Occasionally, I’d see a hawk and I’d
notice that the frightened squirrels
went into “stealth mode” and tried to
hide from that winged predator.

The most striking example of na-
ture that I can recall was an attractive
blond nudist who was sunning herself
along the stream bank. That afternoon,
I had a tough time concentrating on
my engineering calculations. I told my
coworkers what I saw. Amazingly, the
next day I was leaving for my walk and
I had several guys that wanted to join
me to observe “wildlife.” Hmm.

These walks meant a lot to me and this
is my tribute to Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains. Through the good times and the
bad, “my” park was always there for me.
We are all lucky that the park exists and
I’m even luckier because I chose to walk
there so many times.

Dean Talcott
Fanwood

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

WESTFIELD
Tuesday, January 24, Rachele David,

36, of Westfield was taken into custody
on two traffic warrants on the 800 block
of Forest Avenue. The warrants were
from Delran, with $500 bail, and
Westampton, with $750 bail. David was
released on her own recognizance on
the Delran warrant and bail was posted
on the Westampton warrant.

Wednesday, January 25, Tyrone
Felton, 28, of Plainfield was arrested at
the East Windsor Police Department on
multiple warrants. They included a
Westfield traffic warrant, for $1,000; a
Garwood traffic warrant, for $600, and
a Bloomfield criminal warrant, for $250.
Felton was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, where he was held in
lieu of bail.

Wednesday, January 25, Robert Lyles,
48, of Mount Holly was arrested during
a motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue
and Oxford Terrace on a Union County
Sheriff’s Office warrant in the amount
of $2,732. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Office without incident.

Friday, January 27, Juan J. Gonzalez,
22, of Sayreville was arrested on a
Sayreville traffic warrant for $900 pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop in the area of
Central Avenue and Park Street. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to the Sayreville
Police Department in lieu of bail.

Friday, January 27, Starrett Hartley,
36, of Plainfield was arrested in
Tamaques Park on a Linden traffic war-
rant for $106. Hartley was released on
her own recognizance by Linden with a
court date.

Friday, January 27, Dino Derosena,
38, of Elizabeth turned himself in at
police headquarters on a Westfield traf-
fic warrant for $248. He was processed
and released after posting full bail.

Saturday, January 28, Thiago C.
Ramos, 37, of Kearny was arrested sub-
sequent to a motor vehicle stop at West
South Avenue and Hort Street on an
outstanding Harrison traffic warrant for
$310. Ramos was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
after posting the full cash bail.

Saturday, January 28, an individual
reported being the victim of a theft that
occurred at a business located on the
1200 block of West South Avenue. The
victim stated that his black and silver
colored Bluetooth Plantronics Model
M70 headset, valued at approximately
$42.79, was removed from his motor
vehicle without his authorization.

Saturday, January 28, an individual
reported being the victim of fraud. The
victim stated that an unknown person
duplicated her bank card and withdrew
approximately $500 from her account.
There were no suspects or witnesses at
the time of the report.

Sunday, January 29, a resident of the
200 block of Cacciola Place reported
being the victim of a theft. The victim
stated that his blue-colored, 26-inch
Schwinn bicycle, valued at approximately
$150, was removed from the front yard of
his residence without his authorization.

Monday, January 30, multiple motor
vehicle burglaries were reported. Among
them were two incidents on Orenda
Circle, one occurring between 4 p.m. on
January 29 and 8 a.m. on January 30 and
the other between 3 and 9 a.m. on Janu-
ary 30. In each case, unknown suspects
gained access to the vehicle, which was
parked in the resident’s driveway and
unlocked at the time. There were no
signs of forced entry and nothing was
reported stolen from either vehicle.

Another break-in was reported on
North Euclid Avenue, in which unknown
suspects gained access to the vehicle be-
tween 6 p.m. on January 29 and 8 a.m. on
January 30. One pair of black UGG brand
winter boots and one pair of L.L. Bean
men’s boots were removed from the ve-
hicle, which was parked in the driveway
of the residence and unlocked at the time.
There were no signs of forced entry.

A resident of the 500 block of Moun-
tain Avenue reported that unknown sus-
pects gained access to his motor vehicle

between 6 p.m. on January 29 and 8 a.m.
on January 30 and removed approxi-
mately $5 to $10 in loose change. The
vehicle was parked in the victim’s drive-
way and unlocked at the time. There
were no signs of forced entry.

Additionally, unknown suspects gained
access to an unlocked motor vehicle that
was parked in front of a Lawrence Av-
enue residence between 5:30 p.m. on
January 29 and 8:40 a.m. on January 30.
A brown, orange and beige satchel and a
fur poncho were removed from the ve-
hicle. The approximate value of the sto-
len property is $1,038. There were no
signs of forced entry.

Monday, January 30, Marco Moreno-
Aguirre, 27, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with possession of
a controlled dangerous substance (CDS)/
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in
the area of West Broad Street and
Graymill Drive in Scotch Plains. He was
transported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released on a
summons.

Monday, January 30, a 2013 Acura
was stolen from the 500 block of Dudley
Court, where the victim had parked it at
7:30 p.m. on January 29. The vehicle
contained several personal items, includ-
ing a Dell laptop computer, multiple ar-
ticles of clothing and eight pairs of shoes
and boots. The vehicle is valued at $31,000
and its contents valued at $3,940.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, January 23, a victim reported

the theft of a 2003 Volkswagen Jetta
from the 1700 block of East Second
Street. The vehicle was located several
days later by the Piscataway Police De-
partment.

Wednesday, January 25, a resident of
Essex Road reported the theft of jewelry,
valued at more than $3,000, from her
home. The incident currently is under
investigation.

Thursday, January 26, Diana Vasquez,
23, of Kenilworth was arrested on an
outstanding Kenilworth warrant follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters and pro-
cessed.

Friday, January 27, Allister N.
Tronchin, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Springfield warrant
following a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Friday, January 27, Keyenza Seawright,
36, of New Brunswick was arrested and
charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia and an outstanding warrant out
of the Middlesex County Sheriff’s De-
partment. Police were dispatched to a
Westfield Avenue convenience store on a
report of a suspicious person and arrested
Seawright during the course of their in-
vestigation. Seawright was transported
to police headquarters for processing and
turned over to the Middlesex County
Sheriff’s Department.

Saturday, January 28, Caesar D.
Falconi, 33, of Bound Brook was ar-
rested on an outstanding South Bound
Brook warrant as a result of a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters and processed.

Sunday, January 29, Hermy F. Castro-
Rosa, 25, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Plainfield warrant as the
result of a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Monday, January 30, Darryl Miller, 54,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing Scotch Plains warrant during a
motor vehicle stop. He was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Thursday, February 2, a resident of
Montague Avenue reported a phone scam.
She reportedly received a phone call stat-
ing that a relative had been arrested and
she provided the caller with the codes to
two gift cards she purchased in an effort
to get the relative out of jail. Once this
was completed it was determined that the
relative had not been arrested.

Thursday, February 2, Samuel V.
Hanciles, 27, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding Scotch Plains
warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Thursday, February 2, Derek L.
Granger, 22, of Newark was arrested on
an outstanding Madison warrant during a
motor vehicle stop. He was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Saturday, February 4, a burglary was
reported at a residence on the 2100 block
of West Broad Street that occurred be-
tween 5:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. The vic-
tim reported jewelry and electronics were
stolen.

FANWOOD
Tuesday, January 31, Robert Cepeda,

24, of Plainfield was arrested on active
warrants out of South Plainfield and
Hamilton after a random license plate
check on Terrill Road. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Friday, February 3, Laura Pacheco,
43, of North Plainfield was arrested on
an active warrant out of Jersey City after
a random license plate check on Mid-
way Avenue. She was processed, posted
bail and released.

Saturday, February 4, Rakim Pleas-
ant, 30, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
active warrants out of Plainfield and
Piscataway after a motor vehicle stop at
South Avenue and Terrill Road. He was
processed and turned over to Plainfield
Police.

Saturday, February 4, between 12 a.m.
and noon an unknown person illegally
dumped trash on the side of the road at
North Avenue and Russell Road.

CRANFORD
Thursday, January 26, Spencer

Hubbard, 22, of Tinton Falls was ar-
rested on charges of possession of a
CDS (MDMA), possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia after a mo-
tor vehicle stop at the intersection of
Raritan Road and Moen Avenue for a
traffic signal violation. Following an
investigation at the scene police located
suspected MDMA and marijuana inside
the vehicle. Hubbard was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a Superior
Court appearance. Hubbard also was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
failure to observe a traffic signal and
possessing a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, January 26, Rachel
Cordova, 26, of Milltown and Christo-
pher Day, 26, of Chelsea, Mass. were
arrested on charges of possession of a
CDS (heroin), possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop at the intersection of
Jackson Drive and Moen Street for a
seatbelt violation. Following an investi-
gation at the scene police located heroin
which belonged to a passenger, Cordova.
The driver, Day, was found to be in
possession of marijuana. Cordova and
Day were arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Superior Court appear-
ance in Union County. Cordova was
issued a motor vehicle summons for
failure to wear a seatbelt. Day was is-
sued a motor vehicle summons for pos-
session of a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, January 26, Neil Ziesemer-
Flynn, 28, of Linden was arrested on
charges of possession of a CDS (heroin)
and possession of paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at the intersec-
tion of Raritan Road and Coleman Av-
enue for an equipment violation. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the scene po-
lice located heroin on Ziesemer-Flynn.
He was arrested, processed and released
pending a Superior Court appearance.
Ziesemer-Flynn also was issued motor
vehicle summonses for unclear plates,
failure to maintain lamps, driving with a
suspended license and possession of a
CDS in a motor vehicle.

Saturday, January 28, Alicia Riddick,
50, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with shoplifting after police re-
sponded to a reported shoplifting at a
West South Avenue establishment. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the scene po-
lice arrested Riddick after she was found
to be in possession of stolen items.

Riddick was transported to Cranford
police headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released pending a Munici-
pal Court appearance.

Monday, January 30, Tavone Judson,
39, of Elizabeth was arrested on charges
of possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana, possession of para-
phernalia and contempt of court follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at the intersec-
tion of Centennial Avenue and Raritan
Road for a seat belt violation. Following
an investigation at the scene, police lo-
cated marijuana on Judson. Judson was
arrested, processed and turned over to
the Union County Sheriff’s Office on an
active warrant. Judson was issued motor
vehicle summonses for failure to wear a
seat belt, driving with a suspended li-
cense, failure to exhibit documents and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) in a motor vehicle.

Wednesday, February 1, Stephen
Balazs, 33, of Laurence Harbor was
arrested on charges of possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at the intersec-
tion of Raritan Road and Garden State
Parkway Southbound ramp 136 for an
equipment violation. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police located
marijuana inside the vehicle. The driver,
Balazs, was arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. He also was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for possessing a CDS
in a motor vehicle and failure to main-
tain lamp.

Thursday, February 2, Elisabeth
Armstrong, 23, of Trenton was arrested
on charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop at the intersection of
Shadowlawn Way and Stoughton Av-
enue, after an odor of marijuana was
detected in the area. Following an inves-
tigation at the scene, police located mari-
juana inside the vehicle. Armstrong was
arrested, processed and released pend-
ing a Municipal Court appearance.

Friday, February 3, Christopher
Edwards, 59, of Little Silver was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after being stopped at the
intersection of Centennial and Winans
Avenues for a lane violation. Following
an investigation at the scene, police deter-
mined that Edwards was driving while
intoxicated. He was arrested, processed
and released to a friend pending a Mu-
nicipal Court appearance. Additionally,
Edwards was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for DWI, refusal to submit to
breath testing, careless driving, failure to
maintain a lane and improper turn.

Sunday, February 5, William Andrade,
29, and Christopher Andrade, 27, both
of Garfield, were arrested on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
paraphernalia following a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of Centennial
Avenue and Jackson Drive for a seat belt
violation. Following an investigation at
the scene, police located marijuana in-
side the vehicle. Two passengers, Will-
iam Andrade and Christopher Andrade,
were arrested, processed and released
pending a Municipal Court appearance.
Both were issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for failing to wear a seat belt.

Sunday, February 5, Kevin Riche, 21,
of Roselle was arrested on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
paraphernalia following a motor vehicle
stop at the Garden State Parkway 137
Northbound ramp and East North Av-
enue for a seat belt violation. Following
an investigation at the scene, police lo-
cated marijuana on a passenger, Riche.
Riche was arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. The driver was issued motor
vehicle summonses for unclear plates
and failure to maintain lamps.

Acting Up? About A Loss of A
Westfield Business In Town?

I am writing in response to Mr.
Edward Stellingworth’s Letter to the
Editor dated February 2, 2017. I agree
with Mr. Stellingworth that Westfield
does community well. But Mr.
Stellingworth does not represent his
public service position well when he
writes a self-congratulatory and pa-
tronizing letter calling out a concerned
constituent by name, and casting as-
persions on others in our community.

This is a bullying tactic designed to
chill free speech, and what is a town hall
meeting but an opportunity for con-
cerned constituents to air their griev-
ances? If he feels the need to call out in
the local paper a Westfield resident voic-
ing the concerns of numerous neighbors
about the loss of a beloved business in

town to tell her that she is “acting up” for
speaking up, then clearly it is Mr.
Stellingworth who doesn’t understand
how local government works.

We appreciate his service to the
community, and nobody has ques-
tioned the integrity with which he does
his job, but he has overstepped his
boundaries by launching an ad hom-
inem print attack on a Westfield resi-
dent who was, in the appropriate venue,
expressing her willingness to volun-
teer on the commission seeking solu-
tions to this problem.

Sarah Paulino, with
Sara Miller

Andrea Richards
Patty Jones

Westfield Residents

FOR SALE

FOR SALE - 3 burial plots in a very
beautiful area of Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield, lot 4026 in
the Oakdale section. Seeking
$2995.00 per plot, below market.

GRAVESOLUTIONS.COM
(540) 636-0009 or (888) 742-8046

LEGAL ASSISTANT WANTED

Legal assistant/paralegal wanted
for busy real estate law firm.
Looking for assistant to help with
clerical and other aspects of the
practice.  Detail oriented person
wanted,. Guaranteed 5 hours per
day. Flexibility needed for
additional hours during busy times,
usually April thriough August.

Please e-mail resume to
jkwatty@aol.com

HELP WANTED

SOCIAL MEDIA ADVERTISING
Westfield business seeks
experienced social media
marketing help. Part-time/hourly
work. Flexible schedule. Must
have experience with Facebook
advertising, SEO, and be fluent in
use of Adobe Illustrator. Summer
internship would be considered
for right candidate.
Send resume in confidence to:

toconnor@pokkapens.com

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

OFFICE FOR RENT

Professional Office, Downtown
location, Kitchen, Conference,
Waiting room included.
Available immediately. $800/mo.

Call (908) 812-5485

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

FANWOOD MOVING SALE

CALL (908) 889-7129
Coach Vintage Handbags, Fendi
Wallet, Pier 1 Items, Lenox, Lladro,
Bakeware, Silver Dollars, Jewelry,
Scarves, 45 Records, Precious
Moments, 8pc Dining Rm Set,
Baldwin Piano, 35mm Nikon
Camera, Mint Cond 6pc Stag
Handle Steak Knives (Solinger
Germany), Beanie Babies-
Snowball the Snowman & Spooky
the Ghost, Garden Deco & more!

EDISON MOVING SALE

811 Orlando Street
(off Langstaff Ave)
Fri 2/10 & Sat 2/11

10am to 3 pm
Contents of lovely 2 floor condo:
Sofa, Chairs, Lamps, Chandeliers,
Antiques French Bed, Dressers,
Mirrors, Clothing, Costume
Jewelry, Old Telephones, Vintage
Bar & Stools, Two Gel Fireplaces,
Limoge Collection & More!
For pics: DovetailsUSA.com
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Fairfield University
Announces Deans List
FAIRFIELD, C.T. – The following

Fairfield University students received
Deans List Honors for the Fall 2016
semester.

Mountainside: Emily Ann Bittner,
Christopher Lord Cardone and
Margot Mccahill Johnston.

Westfield: Michael James Darchi,
Theresa Grace DePalma, Ashley Anne
Gerckens, Kaitlyn Ann Larkin, Ellie
Constance Shirk and Brianne Ashley
Zelko.

SKATE MATES...Franklin Elementary School held its annual Skate Night last
week at the Union Sports Arena with an extra special perk - this year, members
of the new WHS girls’ ice hockey team attended to support Franklin students and
share their love of hockey and skating with them. The team members helped the
younger students with everything from simple tasks, like how to tie their laces, to
taking them out onto the ice to assist with skating. The result was a wonderful time
had by Westfield students of all ages and their families.

Union Catholic Students
Attend March for Life

Westfield Teacher
Wins National Award

MAY-JOR VISIT...School One third grade students recently met with Fanwood
Mayor Coleen Mahr to ask questions and learn more about local government. The
students were amazed at the level of involvement that the mayor has in decisions
through the community.

WESTFIELD – Mary Tarashuk,
fourth grade teacher at Wilson School
in Westfield, has been chosen as one
of two Educators’ Choice Content
Award winners in the country.  This
award was given to Mary for her
original content piece, Teaching by
Doing Something Meaningful. Re-
ferring to this educational philoso-
phy as the “do something meaningful
syndrome (DSMS),” Ms. Tarashuk
states, “Teaching, in its truest form, is
simply inspiring other people to in-
spire each other, and to learn and
grow together.”

Ms. Tarashuk was selected from
among 20 nominees by Smart Brief, a
digital media company based in Wash-
ington, D.C. which will honor her at
an emerging leaders’ reception at the
Association for Supervision and Cur-
riculum Development’s (ASCD’s)
annual conference in Anaheim, Cali-
fornia in March.

An educator in the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools for 19 years, Ms. Tarashuk
is also a creative consultant for the
national nonprofit initiative, The
Walking Classroom Institute.

“I'm happy to report that the ‘do
something meaningful syndrome’ is
still going strong in my fourth grade
classroom,” Ms. Tarashuk said upon
learning about the award.

“It's nice to know that other people
can relate to the shared frustrations
that many educators face today,” she
added. “I’ve made many mistakes

and I have had many successes.  .  .
and there is valuable wisdom in both.”

“DSMS is already starting to show
itself more openly in my classroom
and in my lesson planning, as the kids
and I are getting to know each other
and exchanging our own, individual
wisdoms and curiosities, many of
which occur on the reading rug,” ex-
plained Ms. Tarashuk.

On Wednesday, February 22 at 5
p.m., she will participate in an internet
radio interview on Education Talk
Radio. The announcement and article
also appeared in SmartBrief’s K-20
education newsletter.

In reflecting on Ms. Tarashuk’s
award, Wilson Principal Joseph
Malanga, stated, “Mary is a true pro-
fessional who is so deserving of this
award.  She is a dedicated educator
who never stops learning herself and
who puts her heart and soul into mak-
ing learning a joy for her students.”

SCOTCH PLAINS – A group of
17 students from Union Catholic’s
Students for Hu-
man Dignity Club
headed to Wash-
ington, D.C. on
January 27 to par-
ticipate in the 44th
annual March For
Life.

The 17 students
from Union
Catholic were
joined by the
Knights of Co-
lumbus of St.
Bartholomew and
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parishes
of Scotch Plains in the March for

Life, which involves several Catho-
lic youth and school groups showing

their support for
the Pro Life move-
ment.

Elito Tanyag, in
his 22nd year as a
Religion teacher
here at Union
Catholic, started
the Right to Life
Club 15 years ago
at Union Catholic.
The name of the
club was changed
to Students for
Human Dignity

last year. Mr. Tanyag is the advisor
of the club.

Students Earn Dean's List at
Saint Joseph's University

WPI Announces
Fall  Dean's List

WORCESTER, M.A. – Worcester
Polytechnic Institute (WPI) has an-
nounced that William Bennett of
Westfield, a member of the class of
2018 majoring in chemical engineer-
ing, was named to the university's
Dean's List for academic excellence
for the fall 2016 semester.

PHILADELPHIA, P.A. – The fol-
lowing students earned dean's list
honors for the Fall 2016 semester at
Saint Joseph's University. Students
must achieve a grade point average of
3.5 or above, a B or greater in all their
classes, and complete at least 15 cred-
its to earn dean's list status for a
semester.

Julia Abbattista of Westfield.
Abbattista studies Elementary Educ

Pre K -4th Gr in the University's
College of Arts and Sciences.

Victoria Greeley of Mountainside.
Greeley studies Autism Behavioral
Studies in the University's College of
Arts and Sciences.

Carolyn Pinto of Mountainside.
Pinto studies Communication Stud-
ies in the University's College of Arts
and Sciences.

Joseph Santry of Westfield. Santry
studies Mathematics in the
University's College of Arts and Sci-
ences.

Richard Dugandzic of Cranford.
Dugandzic studies Finance in the
University's Haub School of Busi-
ness.

Nicholas Grawehr of Westfield.
Grawehr studies Accounting in the
University's Haub School of Business.

Christopher Lazzarotti of
Westfield. Lazzarotti studies Food
Marketing in the University's Haub
School of Business.

Abigail McGann of Cranford.
McGann studies Food Marketing in the
University's Haub School of Business.

Caitlin Moonan of Cranford.
Moonan studies Accounting in the
University's Haub School of Business.

Members of the Human Dignity Club

THEY KNOW WHERE IT’S AT...Westfield’s school-level 2017 National Geo-
graphic Bee champions are seventh grader Dylan Ferraro (wearing the first place
medal), pictured above with Roosevelt Intermediate School Principal Stewart
Carey, and eighth grader Max Scialabba, pictured below, being congratulated by
Edison Intermediate School Principal Matthew Bolton. After earning the top
spots at their respective schools in early January, the students are taking a written
Geo Bee exam to determine if they will advance to the State Geography Bee in
April. “We wish Dylan and Max the best of luck as they await these results,” stated
Westfield Social Studies Supervisor K-12, Andrea Brennan. Runners up in the
Geo Bee contest were Edison seventh grader Fiona Strout who placed second and
sixth grader Ryan Gasson who earned third place. At Roosevelt, second place was
won by sixth grader Zach Ashare and eighth grader Justin Shen came in third.

Dean’s List Told at
Norwich University

NORTHFIELD, V.T. – The fol-
lowing students have been recognized
on the dean’s list at Norwich Univer-
sity for the fall 2016 semester:

Nicole Kimberly Skickova and
Andrew Thomas Ciccarino of Scotch
Plains.

Matthew Russo Makes
Dean's List at SUNY
NEW PALTZ, N.Y. – SUNY New

Paltz congratulates Matthew Russo
of Cranford for being named to the
Dean's List for the fall 2016 semester.

University of Hartford
Announces Dean's List

WEST HARTFORD, C.T. – The
University of Hartford announced the
Fall 2016 Dean’s List.

Matthew Haggar of Mountainside
and Malcolm Virgil of Fanwood both
earned the Dean’s List status.

Christopher Academy Hosts
Lecture at Shackamaxon

SCOTCH PLAINS – On January
28 Christopher Academy in collabo-
ration with its parent association,
CAPA, hosted a lecture,
“Montessori In The Home,” at
Shackamaxon Country Club.  Munir
Shivji, Program Director at Cam-
bridge Montessori School and Di-
rector of Cambridge Montessori In-
stitute teacher education program,
was the guest speaker.

Mr. Shivji serves on the Execu-
tive Committee of the AMS (Ameri-
can Montessori Society) Board of
Directors, chairs the AMS Devel-
opment Committee, and is a mem-
ber of the directorship committee.
He is on the faculty of Center for
Management, an AMS-affiliated
teacher education program, and a
key consultant for Educational
Training and Consulting (ETC).

Parents, faculty, staff and guests
enjoyed a complimentary breakfast
followed by an engaging talk and

power-point presentation by Mr.
Shivji, who shared his inspirational
advice and his many practical solu-
tions to encourage positive behav-
ior and to maintain peaceful envi-
ronments for families. Guests were
invited to ask questions in a lively
exchange during the talk, which
proved to be most beneficial to par-
ents and educators alike.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Celebrates Children’s
Dental Health Month

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Area Students Named to
Dean's List at Quinnipiac

HAMDEN, C.T. – The following
area students were named to the
dean's list at Quinnipiac University
for the Fall 2016 semester:

Matthew Halpin of Fanwood.
Gabriella Sluka of Garwood.
Bryn Johnston, Maria Paparatto,

Colin Stevenson, Taylor Tango and
Matthew Tinnirella of
Mountainside.

Alexandra Berry, Eliza Bryen and

Tracy Kwok of Westfield.
To qualify for the dean's list, stu-

dents must earn a grade point aver-
age of at least 3.5 with no grade
lower than C. Full-time students
must complete at least 14 credits in
a semester, with at least 12 credits
that have been graded on a letter
grade basis to be eligible. Part-time
students must complete at least six
credits during a semester.

Dean's List Announced
at Alvernia University
READING, P.A. – The following

students have been named to Alvernia
University's Dean's List for the fall
2016 semester. To be eligible for the
Dean's List, students must carry a
semester GPA of 3.5 or better and
take a minimum of 12 credits.

Sara Hayes of Scotch Plains, Crimi-
nal Justice, and is a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School

Jessica Howard of Scotch Plains,
Occupational Therapy, and is a gradu-
ate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School

TO BUY OR SELL,

USE LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
borough of Garwood, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is nearby
served that an application for appeal of
administrative action and appeal of inter-
pretation has been submitted by Alison
Mennor of 230 North Avenue, West,
Cranford, New Jersey. The applicant seeks
an appeal of the refusal of an administra-
tive office to permit a tattoo artist studio in
the General Business and or Community
Commercial and or Central Business
zone(s).

ADDITIONALLY THE APPLICANT
SEEKS ANY SUCH OTHER VARIANCES
AS MAY BE REQUIRED IN ORDER TO
ALLOW USE VARIANCE in the General
Business zone BLOCK NO. 208 LOT NO.
24 with the address of 60 North Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey 07027. The devel-
opment requires an interpretation and/or
relief from zone requirements and/or a
variance from Sec.106-96(B)(3).

   The Garwood Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment will conduct a public hearing on Feb-
ruary 22, 2017 at 7:30 PM, in Council
Chambers, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey. Any Person(s) affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any objections you may have to
the proposed development. The Board
does have the right to exclude repetitious
testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected Monday through Friday
between 9:00AM-12:00 PM & 1:00PM-
4:00PM in the planning/Zoning Office, 403
South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey.

Alison Mennor
30 North Avenue, West

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
1 T - 2/9/17, The Leader Fee: $38.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held February 7,
2017 and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
21st day of February 2017 at 8:00 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2078

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union as follows:

SECTION I.
1. Sec. 13-18. “Loading and unload-

ing zones.” of the Town Code shall be
changed by adding the following:

(n) Southeast side of Lenox Avenue,
beginning at a point two hundred twenty
feet northeast of the easterly curb line of
Central Avenue and extending to a point
forty-five northeasterly therefrom.

2. Sec. 13-35.1 “All night parking.” of
the Town Code shall be replaced with the
following:

Parking is prohibited in all municipal
parking lots or areas between the hours of
2:00 A.M. and 6:00 A.M. except:

(a) Holders of night hours parking per-
mits may park all night in the spaces des-
ignated by the Westfield Police Depart-
ment in lots 4 and 9; and

(b) Holders of commuter parking permits
may park all night in lots 3 and 6.

SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of the terms of this ordinance are
hereby repealed to the extent that they are
in such conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III. In the event any section,
part or provision of this ordinance shall be
held unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holding shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof other than the part so held uncon-
stitutional or invalid.

SECTION IV. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner permitted by
law.
1 T - 2/9/17, the Leader Fee: $53.55

Local Student Earns
Scholarship at

Univ. of Rochester
ROCHESTER, N.Y. – Anthony

A. Pericolo, a graduate of Westfield
High School in Westfield, is a re-
cipient of the Rush Rhees Scholar-
ship at the University of Rochester.
Named for the University’s third
president, this scholarship is given
to students for academic excellence
and is renewable all four years of
college.

Pericolo, a freshman and the son
of Anthony Pericolo and Catherine
S. Pericolo, is a resident of
Westfield.

McCusker Named to
JMU Dean's List

HARRISONBURG, V.A. –
Westfield resident, Patrick George
McCusker, has been named to the
dean's list at James Madison Uni-
versity for the fall 2016 semester.
Students who earn dean's list hon-
ors must carry at least 12 graded
credit hours and earn a GPA of
between 3.5 and 3.899. Patrick is
scheduled to graduate in 2018 and
is majoring in political science.

Furman University Tells
Fall 2016 Dean's List
GREENVILLE, S.C. – The fol-

lowing Furman University students
are included on the dean's list for
the 2016 fall semester. Furman's
dean's list is composed of full-time
undergraduate students who earn a
grade point average of 3.4 or higher
on a four-point system.

Jackson Dumont, son of Lisa
Dumont and Glen Dumont of
Westfield.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Contract.  This Contract, and
the Resolution authorizing it, are available
for public inspection in the Municipal Build-
ing.

AWARDED TO: Mr. Mark Ruderman,
Ruderman, Horn & Esmerado, 675 Mor-
ris Avenue, Suite 100, Springfield, New
Jersey 07081

SERVICES: Township Labor Counsel
(Resolution No. 2017-35)

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2017
DATE: January 17, 2017

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 2/9/17, The Times Fee: $17.34
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POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

20th Century Women
Vive la Différence

3 popcorns

POWERFUL WORDS… Upper School students from the Spoken Word Club at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison organized and staged the first Open
Mic Night on January 20 in the AP Room. The evening featured performances
including poetry, music and spoken word. Performers included, pictured from left
to right, are: Jaden Dugenio of Branchburg, Learta Bajqinovci of Roselle Park,
Aaliah Burney of Sewaren, Candace Eason of Linden, Kallie Schildge of Westfield,
Sidney Daniel of Plainfield, Andrea Tobar of South Plainfield, Zishan Sajid of
Carteret and Jordan Rose of Watchung.

LIFE IS A CABARET OLD CHUM...Last seen on the prestigious International
Festival Pro Musica, Continuo Arts celebrates its 10th Anniversary with an
invitation for the community to attend a Cabaret on Sunday, February 12 at 7:30
p.m. at 36 Chatham Road, Summit. A variety of popular, classical and musical
theater selections will be performed by Continuo Arts members of all ages.
Pictured performers from Westfield include Dallas Wicke, Drude Sparre-Crane
and Glen Crane with Maestra Candace Wicke, also from Westfield, conducting.
Auditions for 2017 are now open. Visit www.continuoarts.com or call (908) 264-
5324 for tickets and information.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Folks who require a certain amount
of shock, awe and disturbingly aber-
rant behavior in their cinema might
do well to skip filmmaker Mike Mills’s
highly intelligent 20th Century
Women and perhaps instead focus on
the 3-ring circus currently posing as
our national body politic. However, if
you’re the sort who still believes
there’s room for truth, honest analy-
sis, thoughtful contemplation and self-
less, humanitarian goals, then here’s
your ticket to a sophisticated and
highminded respite from that hope-
fully temporary insanity lately threat-
ening our democracy.

Rather than informing what 20th
Century Women is about, it might be
easier to relate what it isn’t about, so
extensive is its incisively studious
examination of single mother
Dorothea Fields, her 15-year-old son,
Jamie, and the three borders who
have become her surrogate family.
What’s more, and adding to the
movie’s allure, one would be hard put
to pigeonhole the writer-director’s
style in imparting his script’s numer-
ous, philosophical mullings. There’s
a touch of Garp’s neuroses, a bit of
Maude’s (from Harold and Maude—
1971) wisdom, and a shmear of
Altman.

Oh, and there’s even a touch of
Woody Allen’s Interiors (1978) as
the peripatetic camera moves from
room to room in Dorothea’s rescued—
and always undergoing renovation—
rambling Victorian. But in the final
analysis, the psychologically intense
but all the same quirky chronicle pos-
sesses its own temper and meter, re-
plete with an uninhibited narration
that not only switches from character
to character, but alternates between
first and third person as well. Phe-
nomenally, we remain unconfused.

You see, they all have
problems…not internationally con-
sequential things mind you, but rather,
the internally Earth-shattering devils
dedicated to haunting us humans as
we attempt to ponder those great im-
ponderables. And, because Dorothea
and Company are recognizable, ev-
eryday sorts, both their bugaboos and
joys are emotionally accessible. Play-
ing Freud, Jung, or whatever mental
health protocol you’re subscribing to
of late, you quietly offer your solu-
tion to their discomforts whilst sort-
ing out and comparing your own de-
terrents to happiness.

Of course you are thus put in the
position of having to define happi-
ness and the generally acknowledged
elements that contribute to it, such as
love, security, familial harmony and
whatever else floats your boat. But
fear not these tasks. Granted, some
unlikely candidates for viewership,
shanghaied into seeing this film by
well-meaning missionaries, will long
for the comfort of the couch, a big bag
of chips, a six-pack and a football
game. But for the rest of us smarties,
the buoyant goodwill and rather lik-

able characters mitigate the heavy
lifting.

That’s not to say it doesn’t get a bit
exhausting at times, our gray matter
occasionally harking back to all that
obscure gibberish our ethics prof
spouted in an attempt to exact the
nature of elusively cerebral concepts.
But proving that such stuff is better
illustrated by characterization,
Annette Bening does a heckuva job
embodying Dorothea, a portrayal that
reminds of the complexity one might
find in something by either Ibsen or
Chekhov. Just when we think we un-
derstand her, she flutters her emo-
tional wings and we are confounded,
suspecting that within the mystery of
Dorothea is the secret of life, or some
reasonable facsimile thereof.

The literary conceit is that women
hold the secrets to the life force, or
that they are at least more interesting
than men. I won’t argue with that.
After several decades trying to un-
ravel the conundrum that la differ-
ence poses, I’ve come to accede that
being in a total muddle about this
subject is key to our evolutionary
survival. Besides, I’ve got other things
to worry about, like how to finally get
that Ferrari, ensure world peace and
find out once and for all where that
missing sock goes.

But the director is hardly as com-
placent. Courageously delving into
territory where even the greatest phi-
losophers, poets and psychologists
may have achieved fame but little
empirical truth, Mr. Mills gives it the
old college try. The effort itself de-
serves praise. Its Lazy Susan delivery
of multiple repartees among the story’s
principals provides a gratifying, se-
riocomic dance through the myster-
ies of this thing called consciousness.

A work of passion and mood, it is
creatively emoted by a fine ensemble
cast. Complementing Miss Bening’s
post-Beatnik mother hen, Elle Fan-
ning is enticingly enigmatic as Julie,
the gal Dorothea’s coming-of-age son
Jamie (Lucas Jade Zumann) wishes
were more than just a soulmate; Greta
Gerwig is evocatively challenging as
the resident feminist; and Billy
Crudup is handyman William, reti-
cent but sensitively diplomatic when
pressed for the male point of view.

Odds are you know these people,
their names changed here to protect
their innocent pursuit of answers. As
such, they merit our empathy, and
perchance in their desperately glori-
ous celebration of introspection, tell
us a thing or two about 20th Century
Women.

***
 20th Century Women, rated R, is

an A24release directed by Mike Mills
and stars Annette Bening, Elle Fan-
ning and Greta Gerwig.  Running
time: 119 minutes
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TOP VOICES..On January 29, seven Westfield High School (WHS) students
performed in the Central N.J. Region Chorus at Monroe High School. Selected
from among more than 800 students who auditioned for the Chorus, these WHS
representatives, pictured from left to right, were among the 200 chosen to
participate: Joseph Maldonado, Laura Surace, Charlotte Fountain-Jardim, Abby
Rothenberg, Alison Brown, Charlotte Geary, and Matthew Siroty. Ms. Surace
was recognized as a Region Chorus participant for all four years of high school.
Eleventh-grader Abby Rothenberg also was accepted into the All-Eastern Honor
Choir that will be performing in April in Atlantic City for the National Association
of Music Educators All-Eastern Convention.  “What wonderful achievements for
all of these singers,” remarked WHS vocal instructor John Brzozowski.

EDISON – Even after losing many
seniors in the previous year, The
Model United Nations team from The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School (W-H) in
Edison has come back stronger than
ever. The W-H team recently attended
the prestigious AMUN XVIII confer-
ence and returned home with solid
recognition.

In this two-day conference, del-
egates were forced to face off with
various schools from around the world
in heated debates. The 10 W-H del-
egates were matched up with the best
members of opposing teams and put
into a highly competitive environ-
ment. The delegates negotiated and
debated to the best of their abilities
and held strong against the experi-
enced teams.

The W-H team managed to bring
home the first ever Best Small Del-
egation award in recent Wardlaw-
Hartridge history. Zishan Sajid of
Carteret and Simu Singh of Monroe
earned Best Delegate distinction and
Dazlyn Erachshaw of Iselin received
honorable mention. Other team mem-
bers were Andrew Park of Westfield,
Andrea Tobar of South Plainfield,
Eddie Martinez of Scotch Plains,
Jasjeet Singh Kandola of Carteret,
Pooja Nandhyala of Edison, Sreeja
Arumilli of Edison and Camilla Fang
of Edison.

With the help of the W-H teachers
and Parents’ Association, the W-H
Model UN Club continues to grow
stronger and hopes to achieve many
more accomplishments in the future.

McDaniel College
Tells Dean's List

WESTMINSTER, Md. – Mat-
thew B. Boyle of Westfield has been
named to the McDaniel College fall
2016 Dean's List with Highest Hon-
ors.

Highest Highest Honors are
earned for a semester grade point
average of 3.90 or higher, high High-
est Honors for a grade point aver-
age of 3.70-3.89, and Highest Hon-
ors for a 3.50-3.69 average.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Grad. Earns Dean's List
SELINSGROVE, Pa. – Rachel

Lambert, of Fanwood, was named to
Susquehanna University's Dean's List
for the fall 2016 semester.

The Dean's List recognizes students
who achieve a grade point average of
3.4 or higher out of a possible 4.0 for the
semester. To qualify, students must com-
plete a minimum of 12 semester hours.

Ms. Lambert, an early childhood
education major in the Class of 2020,
is a 2016 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and the daugh-
ter of Jim and Janet Lambert.

Joseph Vicci Takes Top
Honors at The Citadel
CHARLESTON, S.C. – Members

of The Citadel South Carolina Corps.
of Cadets earned top honors in the fall
2016 semester. Dean's List recogni-
tion is given to cadets registered for
12 or more semester hours and whose
grade point average is 3.2 or higher
with no grade below a C for the pre-
vious semester's work.

Joseph Vicci of Cranford was rec-
ognized for outstanding academic
achievement and earned Dean's List
recognition for the fall 2016 semester.

Saint Francis Univ.
Announces Dean's List

LORETTO, Pa. – Saint Francis
University, Loretto has released its
fall 2016 Provost's and Dean's Lists.
All students earned 3.5 or higher for
the given semester.

Among those named to the Dean’s
List is Nicole Nugent of Fanwood,
Health Science (OT).

CENTER VALLEY, Pa. – DeSales
University held its mid-year com-
mencement on January 21, in Billera
Hall on the Center Valley campus.
During the ceremony, Father Bernard
O'Connor, university president, con-
ferred degrees upon 226 graduating
students for January 2017, including
60 bachelor's, 155 master's, and 11
doctoral degrees.

In addition to the January 2017

degree recipients, DeSales awarded
122 degrees to students in September
2016, including 70 bachelor's, 51
master's, and one doctoral degree.

Anthony C. Frey of Westfield received
a Bachelor of Science degree in Finance.

Scotch Plains Resident
Graduates from JMU
HARRISONBURG, Va. – Jennifer

Alana Schwarz of Scotch Plains gradu-
ated with a degree in integrated science
and technology from James Madison
University during commencement ex-
ercises on December 17.

Ms. Schwarz was among more than
800 students who received under-
graduate, master's, educational spe-
cialist and doctoral degrees.

Westfield Resident
Graduates from James

Madison University
HARRISONBURG, V.A. – Brianna

Lynn Virzi of Westfield graduated
Magna Cum Laude with a degree in
kinesiology from James Madison
University during commencement
exercises on December 17.

Ms. Virzi was among more than
800 students who received under-
graduate, master's, educational spe-
cialist and doctoral degrees.

Local Students Make
Dean's List at G.A. Tech
ATLANTA, G.A. – The following

students have earned the distinction
of Dean's List at the Georgia Institute
of Technology for fall 2016.

Yanni Angelides of Westfield.
Sidharth Eleswarapu of Westfield.
Samantha Loop of Scotch Plains.
This designation is awarded to un-

dergraduate students who have a 3.0
or higher academic average for the
semester.

Westfield Native
Earns Academic Award

ITHACA, N.Y. – Emily McLane of
Westfield was honored with Ithaca
College's Peggy R. Williams Award
for Academic and Community Lead-
ership, an award recognizing students
who excel academically, perform ser-
vice to the college community and
nation, and represent an exemplary
level of accomplishment.

Kelly Earns Faculty
Honors at Georgia Tech

ATLANTA, Ga. – Mitchell Kelly
of Westfield earned the distinction of
Faculty Honors for fall 2016 at the
Georgia Institute of Technology.

This designation is awarded to un-
dergraduate students who have a 4.0
academic average for the semester.

www.goleader.com

Youth Programs Offered at
Union County College

CRANFORD – The Office of Con-
tinuing Education at Union County
College is offering classes for kids
ages 11 to 13 and 14 plus.

Spring courses offered for youth
ages 11 to 13 include Better Thinker
– Better Writer, Better Grades, Pre-
Algebra with Word Problems, De-
sign Your Own Comic Book, and
more. Students ages 14 and up can
choose from SAT Prep classes, Alge-
bra Review and Digital Skills and
Ethics. A new class this spring is 2-D
Art Exploration where students ex-
plore various art mediums. Classes
will be held on Saturday mornings
from February 25 to April 29. The
courses begin at $169 and all classes
will be held at the college’s Cranford
campus.

For information on all courses,
please view the Continuing Educa-

tion catalog online at www.ucc.edu/
noncredit. To enroll online, go to http:/
/ucc.edu/nonCredit/RegInf.aspx. One
can also enroll by calling the Office
of Continuing Education at (908) 709-
7600 or by visiting the office on the
Cranford campus, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue.

LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS PAY
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OPERA WORKS...Through the generosity of the Brunner School PTA, Young Audiences Arts and Theatre Company
presented, “Opera Works” at Brunner School in December. Brunner students learned about the similarities and differences
between opera and other music types, they learned about the characteristics of opera, as well as the history of opera.
Additionally, students learned about aspects of opera in the theatre, how opera is similar and different in different countries,
The students also learned about audience etiquette. Bravi Young Audiences and Bravi Brunner School!

WHS Musician Performs in
All-American Bowl

ALL AMERICAN...Westfield High School senior, Michael Hauge (second from
right), showcased his talent during the largest celebration of high school football
in America, the U.S. Army All-American Bowl.  The standout musician, student
and National Merit semi-finalist was one of only two students from New Jersey
invited to perform in the January event.

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) senior, Michael
Hauge, performed in the U.S. Army
All-American Marching Band as
one of the top 125 high school se-
nior marching band musicians from
across the country.  Michael show-
cased his talent on the clarinet dur-
ing the largest celebration of high
school football in America, the U.S.
Army All-American Bowl, which
was televised live on January 7.
One of only two students from New
Jersey who were selected for this
honor, he received an all-expense
paid trip to San Antonio, Tex. to
participate in this elite ensemble.

"My time with the U.S. Army All-
American Marching Band was the
greatest week of my life,” stated
Michael. “Being surrounded by such
outstanding musicians and great lead-
ers was an amazing experience.  We
were able to work with members of
the U.S. Army Field Band, which
was unforgettable. Everyone showed
teamwork, dedication, and focus con-
stantly. Being an All-American was
the perfect capstone to my time in
marching band, and provided me
with memories I'll keep forever."

Michael’s band instructor at
Westfield High School had this to
add: “The whole WHS Band family
is so incredibly proud of Michael.
He truly earned this honor. In his
four years, he has dedicated hun-
dreds of hours to rehearsal, per-
sonal practice, and participation in
nearly every band-related activity
we offer. Michael is one of the most
capable student leaders I’ve ever
taught. He’s like an assistant direc-
tor! It’s been a pleasure watching
him grow, and I am so glad he had
this rewarding opportunity!”

Michael plays the clarinet in the
school’s Symphonic Band and was
chosen to perform in the New Jer-

sey All-State Symphonic Band and
the Central Jersey Music Education
Association’s Regional Wind En-
semble and Symphonic Band.  He
also has led the award-winning Blue
Devils Marching Band as the Drum
Major.

Having earned straight A’s during
his high school career thus far, he is
a regular entry on the school’s dis-
tinguished honor roll.  Michael is a
National Merit Semi-Finalist and
has earned perfect scores on the
SAT in reading, writing and U.S.
history. He was selected to the Na-
tional Honor Society and elected as
an officer. In addition, Michael re-
ceived first honorable mention in

the Moody’s Mega Math Challenge
and helped the WHS Math team
receive first place at the 2016 Na-
tional Math Convention. At the
Convention held in St. Louis,
Michael was presented with an in-
dividual trophy – earning 14th place
in Mu Differential Equations. He
has been a participant on both the
Westfield High School chemistry
and physics teams at the Merck State
Science Day competitions. Michael
also takes the time to volunteer,
including as a Westfield High
School Transition Leader trained to
run groups that support the transi-
tion of ninth grade students into the
school.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St  908-654-7777
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SCOTCH PLAINS. 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Bath Split with an attached 1
car garage. The open floor plan is a perfect layout for comfortable
living. This special home features: entry foyer, hardwood floors,
Living Room, Dining Room, Family Room with slider to the
backyard, updated eat in kitchen, ground level laundry, basement with utility and
plenty of room for storage, attic access and so much more! The private backyard with
patio is perfect for outdoor relaxing or entertaining. $479,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

SPLIT LEVEL
SCOTCH PLAINS. Exceptional Custom Luxury Colonial home
rests beautifully on a private cul-de-sac w/pristine golf course views.
This spectacular residence has an open spacious floor plan featuring
a two-story entry foyer, formal LR& DR, stunning gourmet kitchen
opening to FR w/gas fireplace &custom built in, 2nd floor w/4 bedrooms including
a huge master suite w/gas fireplace, balcony, large walk-in closet and en-suite bath, 3rd
floor rec room, walk out basement & 2 car garage. $949,999.

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Wonderful 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Baths Split Home located
on a quiet street in the Jefferson School neighborhood and close to
Tamaques Park. Beautifully Refurbished Hardwood floors
throughout. This move-in condition home features a Formal Dining Room and an
Eat-in Kitchen. The Large Family Room, with radiant heat, leads out to a paver patio
and professionally maintained yard with in-ground sprinkler system. Newer Central
Air & two zone heat. $639,900.

SPLIT LEVEL
WESTFIELD. Beautiful Colonial. Open floor plan, high ceilings,
abundant sunlight. 2-story Foyer opens to Living Room, Dining
Room, Family Room with gas fireplace, updated EIK with granite
countertops. Second floor: MBR w/ tray ceiling, WIC, remodeled en suite Bath with
jetted tub and separate shower, 3 additional BRs and remodeled hall bath. Third level
features large BR/Office. Lower level has rec room, walk-in pantry, ample storage
spaces, walkout to 2-car garage. $819,000.

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD. Perfect loc, Stonehenge sec. 4 BR, 2.1
BTH CHC. Hardwood floors, crown moldings, close
to town, schools & train. Formal LR & DR, reno EIK

w/white Carrara marble center tops and backsplash open to Family Room with WB fireplace,
access to deck and private backyard. Custom designed theater w/great acoustics and star-
field ceiling. Sonos 9 ch surround sound system on the first floor, garage, Master Suite and
deck. Garage includes dedicated 50 amp/240 volt electric car charging station. $1,100,000.

COLONIAL

Jacqueline
“Jackie”

Waldman
Top Lister for
the month of

January

Call Today!
877.708.1121
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

MOM & DAD ALWAYS GAVE 
ME GREAT ADVICE, IT’S TIME 

TO RETURN THE FAVOR.
A part of Fellowship Senior Living

One Call to Compassionate Home Care

‘Sweetheart Night’ Poetry Reading
Planned  in Fanwood on February 21

 FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free event on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 21 at 8 p.m. in the Kuran Arts
Center on Watson Road, off North
Martine Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood
Borough Hall. (GPS use 75 North
Martine Avenue).

 The 2017 season of the Carriage
House Poetry Series begins with the
annual “Sweetheart Night,” in obser-
vance of Valentine’s Day. The fea-
tured poets will be sweethearts
Amanda Berry and Tony Gruenewald.

Amanda Berry lives in Garwood.
Her chapbook of poems, Second

Sight, was published by Finishing
Line Press. Her writing has appeared
in Edison Literary Review, English
Journal, Birmingham Poetry Review
and other publications. Amanda
teaches middle school English at the
Kent Place School in Summit.

Tony Gruenewald resides in
Edison. He is the author of The Secret
History of New Jersey. Tony’s poems
have been in the New York Times, Exit
13 Magazine, Edison Literary Re-
view, Mas Tequila Review and else-
where. Tony worked in broadcast jour-
nalism and advertising. He is cur-
rently production director for the non-

profit Learning Ally in Princeton.
With this special event, the Car-

riage House Poetry Series begins its
19th year at the Kuran Arts Center, an
historic Gothic Revival structure that
was once a 19th century carriage
house, hence the name of the series.
The Tuesday, February 21 reading is
free and open to the public. An open
mic will follow the featured perfor-
mances.

For more information call (908) 889-
7223 or (908) 889-5298. For online
directions, information, and to see the
2017 Poetry Series calendar, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Shifting of some personnel by
both teams, perhaps in prepara-
tion for the postseason, made for
a few interesting match-ups but
the end result was a 47-20 vic-
tory by the No. 4 Cranford High
School wrestling team over the
Westfield Blue Devils in Cranford
on February 3. The victory was
also the 100th career win for Pat
Gorman as Cougar Head Coach,
who just joined five of his seniors
as members of the “100 Club”.

“It’s an accomplishment. It’s a

lot more than just me behind
this. My coaching staff and this
special group of kids, who came
up through. It actually was extra
special to get it with all these
kids, who got their 100th this
year. It’s not like it’s something
you set out to do when you start
coaching. You just want to build
the program but as you are build-
ing it and carry it to new heights,
it’s nice but there is a lot more to
the season that we have our
heads set on,” Coach Gorman
pointed out.

The match began in the 113-lb

class and as he had been doing
all season, Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz shifted Luke Hoerle,
the Union County Tournament
106-lb champ, to face Cougar
Evan Kanterman, whom he
pinned in 1:26 with a barrel roll-
to-back maneuver.

Senior co-captain Zach
Rabinowitz stepped on the mat
at 120-lbs and became the vic-
tim of a 10-2 major decision to
Anthony Capece, who just re-
corded his 100th career victory
two days prior against Brearley.
The first of four close bouts came
next at 126-lbs where Cougar
Conor Halpin used a spin-behind
takedown and an escape to edge
Jeremy Silber, 3-1.

Cougar Chris Scorese began his

132-lb bout with a single-leg trip
takedown then pinned Luke
Scanlan with a cradle in 56 sec-
onds. At 138-lbs, Cougar Tom
DiGiovanni recorded six
takedowns and a single-grape-
vine/Jacobs’ hook nearfall to
claim a 16-4 major decision over
Emmett Smith.

The next tight bout came at
145-lbs between two highly im-
proved wrestlers, Blue Devil Jor-
dan Simpson and AJ Bencivenga.
Simpson initiated a double-leg
tackle takedown. In the third
period, Bencivenga took a 5-2
lead with a reversal and a two-
point tilt but Simpson escaped.
Both got into a vivid scramble as
time was running out but
Bencivenga got the takedown for
a 7-3 win.

“Coming in third in the county

was really good for his morale for
he to believe in himself. I expect
a lot good things from him at the
end of this season, in the post
season and in the years to come.
He’s only a sophomore. It’s good
to see him turn the corner this
year,” Coach Gorman said of
Bencivegna.

“Jordan is improving. He’s got
a good attitude. He’s better than
he thinks he is right now. He’s
been piecing together more and
more of a match. In the begin-
ning of the year, he was good for
a first takedown. Now he’s get-
ting close to putting together a
complete six minutes against
good kids. This is a good learning
year for him. He’s just going to
get better and better,” Coach
Kurz said of Simpson.

COACH GORMAN GETS 100TH VICTORY; HOERLE PINS, COMPOSTO TF, BENCIVENGA WINS 7-3

No. 4 Cougars Record 47-20 Win Over Blue Devil Matmen

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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At 152-lbs, Cougar Mike Nigro
recorded a double-leg takedown,
a two-point tilt and a reversal to
top Al Dente, 6-3, then Blue Devil
Tim Miller recorded a head-and-
arm walk-around takedown and
a pair of escapes to defeat a
much improved Matt Doran, 4-2,
at 160-lbs

“He’s tough. He’s stingy and we
know we can send him out and
he’s not going to give up a lot of
points. We sent him out against
a couple of tough guys this sea-
son and he’s held his own. It’s
nice to know we have someone
who we can plug in a hole and is

going to go out there and fight
for six minutes,” Coach Gorman
said of Doran.

Cougar Vince Concina recorded
four takedowns, the later one
plowing Isaiah Reese straight to
his back for a pin in 4:49 at 170-
lbs. Cougar Dylan Budnik dropped
a weight class and recorded a
1:21 wrist/half nelson fall over
Russ Weber at 182-lbs.

“We want to see what we can
do with him in the postseason
where it helps us out. If it’s bet-
ter to keep him at 82 or 95 but I
wanted to get him down there for
that first weigh in,” Coach
Gorman explained.

At 195-lbs, Blue Devil Jack Miller
recorded a tackle takedown and
a shrug-and-spin-behind
takedown before prying Rob
Schork to his back with a half
nelson/arm bar in 1:53. Cougars
Owen McDermott (220-lbs) and
Alex Esposito (285-lbs) received
forfeits then Blue Devil freshman
CJ Composto dropped to 106-lbs
and put on quite a show with his
repertoire of takedowns, com-
bined with an Olympic wind-

around nearfall and a tight waist
tilt to claim an 18-3 tech fall in
5:45 over Patrick Kalnins.

As to all the shifting of person-
nel, Coach Kurz said, “It’s the
point of the season we are get-
ting geared up for the individual
portion of the season, the dis-

tricts, regions. Throughout the
year the kids have been going
where we tell them to go for dual
meets based on what it’s going
to mean for our team’s chances
of winning. We are at the point
where some of them decided to
go up, some of them decided to

go down. That led to some
wrestleoffs and that’s why we
have some changes in our lineup.”

Throughout the season,
Composto and Hoerle have
proven to be quite active on the
mats.

“They go! That’s no joke. Both
of those guys are thinking Atlan-
tic City. They should be thinking
Atlantic City. I think they are
capable of it. It’s been fun having
them in the room. I think they
elevate everyone around them.
They have been doing every-
thing right and we are just going
to see it through,” Coach Kurz
said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
113: — Hoerle (W) p Kanterman 1:26
120: — Capece (C) md Rabinowitz 10-2
126: — Halpin (C) d Silber 3-1
132: — Scorese (C) p Scanlon :56
138: — DiGiovanni (C) md Smith 16-4
145: — Bencivegna (C) d Simpson 7-3
152: — Nigro (C) d Dente 6-3
160: — Miller (W) d Doran 4-2
170: — Concina (C) p Reese 4:49
182: — Budnik (C) p Weber 1:21
195: — Miller (W) p Shork 1:53
220: — McDermott (C) won forfeit
Hwt: — Esposito (C) won forfeit
106: — Composto (W) tf Kalnins 18-3, 5:45
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No. 4 Cranford Cougars Record 47-20 Victory over Westfield Blue Devil Matmen
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No. 4 Cranford Cougars Record 47-20 Victory over Westfield Blue Devil Matmen



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, February 9, 2017

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Westfield Lady Blue Devils Shake Crusaders’ Tenacity in 44-38 Basketball Victory
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Capece & McGovern Get Career Wins No. 100 in Cougar Victory Over Brearley
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Third-Seeded Blue Devils Sting Bayonne Bees, 57-9, in 1st Round Mat Tournament
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – 7-Eleven was
unanimously denied its use vari-
ance by the zoning board of ad-
justment on Monday night. 7-
Eleven had applied for the vari-
ance along with over a dozen
bulk variances to operate a con-
venience store at the corner of
Lincoln and South Avenues in the
office residential character (ORC)
zone, which permits residential
or office use. Commercial use is
prohibited.

7-Eleven began its hearings in
June 2016 and signs to “Keep
Cranford Quaint” began popping
up on residents’ lawns. Residents
packed the room in the munici-
pal building and had a chance to
voice their comments about the
application before the applicant’s
attorney made a summation and
the board made its decision.

The suitability of the site, traf-
fic and safety concerns, the resi-
dents opposing the store at that
location, among other reasons
were cited by the board in its
denial.

“It is not the right site for the
use of that type. It is shoehorn-
ing something that doesn’t be-
long there,” board member
Jeffery Pistol said.

“When we did the master
plan…the whole idea of creating
that zone was …to make sure
residential stayed
residential…and the intensity of
said commercial development —
make the ORC a low intensity…
we spent many nights going over
creating that zone — to differen-
tiate that area — to make sure
the intensity was by the train
station and then dispersed out-
ward,” board member Kevin Illing
said.

Traffic, safety, increase in costs
for additional patrol, changing the
character of the township, envi-

ronmental factors, were some of
the issues residents voiced. It
was also noted that a new 7-
Eleven was just opened at the
opposite end of South Avenue,
making the township’s gateways
book-ended by 7-Eleven. “Do we
want 7-Elevens as bookends com-
ing into our town?” resident Phyllis
Howard asked.

“None of us want something
like this here,” Elizabeth Salerno
said, showing a petition signed
by residents.

Wanda Wright, whose family
has lived in Cranford since 1912,
said Garwood is overbuilt and
traffic on North Avenue is a result
of that. “I don’t want that to
happen to this town, and it looks
like it’s happening,” Ms. Wright
said.

“How many 7-Elevens or Wawas
do we need in Cranford? No pub-
lic good would be advanced,”
resident Frank Krause said.

The applicant’s attorney Jason
Tuvel, in his summation, outlaid
the negative and positive criteria
that would support an approval

Garwood Finance Comm.
Breaks Down Budget

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood Fi-
nance Committee held a “Break-
ing Down the Budget” presenta-
tion on Tuesday night at Lincoln
School in an effort to be transpar-
ent with the budget and give the
community an opportunity to ask
questions.

The Finance Committee is com-
prised of Council President and
Chairwoman Sara Todisco, Coun-
cilman Joe Sarno and Councilman
Marc Lazarow. Also in attendance
were Mayor Charles Lombardo and
the entire council, as well as Bor-
ough Administrator Christina
Ariemma, CFO/Tax Collector
Sandy Bruns and Auditor Warren
Korecky of Suplee, Clooney & Co.

Council President Todisco said
that the Finance Committee met
with department heads and then
reviewed the budget line by line
along with the clerk and tax collec-
tor. After bringing in the auditors,
the budget was given to the mayor
and council for review.

A pie chart representing the 2016
budget, which totaled
$17,582,852, was provided as a
reference. In 2016, the board of
education claimed 45 percent of
the budget or $7.9 million; mu-
nicipal 34 percent or $5.9 million;
Union County 19 percent or $3.3
million; $209,962 for the library
and $95,000 for the Open Space
Act. The 2017 budget is still in
review so no total dollar amount
was provided.

Mr. Korecky stated that the bud-
get is a “spending plan” and that
numbers can change. Some of the
topics he discussed were the 2-
percent New Jersey Cap Law, the
fund balance, the reserve for un-
collected taxes and the property
revaluation. The cost of the re-
valuation is unknown, but it is
being projected at approximately
$200,000.

Since the last assessment was
done in 1984, Garwood is no longer
eligible to just assess; the bor-
ough must hire a revaluation com-
pany, which will require going door
to door. Since the cost of revalua-
tion cannot be planned for in the
budget, the governing body has to
come up with a plan on how to
raise the money.

“In terms of Garwood paying for
[the revaluation], could we put a
little money away now?” Council
President Todisco asked Mr.
Korecky.

“Revaluation is not given leeway
for putting funds aside,” Mr.
Korecky said.

“We are on the top 130 ‘hot list’
to be revaluated,” Mayor Lombardo
said, referencing the fact that sur-
rounding towns have recently been
told by the state that they must
reassess. He said Garwood’s re-
valuation is imminent.

“This conversation doesn’t end
tonight; it begins,” Council Presi-
dent Todisco stated, assuring those
in attendance that the mayor and
council are putting thought into
how to pay for the revaluation.

A brief synopsis of the duties of
the police department, fire de-
partment, Department of Public
Works and the planning board/
board of adjustment was given, as
they all have line items in the
budget. The 2017 budget also will
include approximately $3,300 for
the Celebrations Committee, which
is responsible for the Egg Hunt,
Memorial Day Ceremony, as well
as other events. The Historical
Society, the responsibilities of
which include chronicling and
archiving Garwood’s past, will be
allotted $1,000.

Two more detailed budget dis-
cussions, open to the public, will
take place on Thursdays, March 9
and March 23, at 7 p.m., at Bor-
ough Hall, located at 403 South
Avenue.

by the board.
The site is suitable for a conve-

nience store, Mr. Tuvel said, be-
cause of the layout of the site.
However, Mr. Pistol disagreed,
saying Cranford “doesn’t gener-
ally like a retail store that is
setback with a parking lot in front
—particularly not in a gateway
location.”

Mr. Tuvel cited that there are
commercial uses already in the
area, that investment is neces-
sary to clean up the site, and the
proposed use serves need and
demand; the methodology used
for the traffic study concluded
the use will function safely; and
developing a vacant lot and add-
ing landscaping to a fully paved
lot were reasons to approve the
variance.

Board President Ronald Marotta
said in his comments that he had
traffic and safety concerns as
well as the suitability of the site.
“We listen to the
professionals…but we also listen
to the community itself,” Mr.
Marotta said.

Cranford Board Denies 7-Eleven on
South Ave., Lincoln Ave. in Cranford

Youth Programs Offered at
Union County College

CRANFORD – The Office of Con-
tinuing Education at Union County
College is offering classes for
kids ages 11 to 13 and 14 plus.

Spring courses offered for youth
ages 11 to 13 include Better
Thinker – Better Writer, Better
Grades, Pre-Algebra with Word
Problems, Design Your Own Comic
Book, and more. Students ages
14 and up can choose from SAT
Prep classes, Algebra Review and
Digital Skills and Ethics. A new
class this spring is 2-D Art Explo-
ration where students explore
various art mediums. Classes will

be held on Saturday mornings
from February 25 to April 29. The
courses begin at $169 and all
classes will be held at the college’s
Cranford campus.

For information on all courses,
please view the Continuing Edu-
cation catalog online at
www.ucc.edu/noncredit. To en-
roll online, go to http://ucc.edu/
nonCredit/RegInf.aspx. One can
also enroll by calling the Office of
Continuing Education at (908)
709-7600 or by visiting the office
on the Cranford campus, located
at 1033 Springfield Avenue.
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Does Statue of Liberty
Apply to Muslims?

We should all be ashamed and
embarrassed by the recent Presi-
dential executive order issued by
Mr. Trump barring immigration
from certain predominantly Mus-
lim countries (but not those where
Mr. Trump has a financial invest-
ment). We are all immigrants or
descended from immigrants.
America stands for religious free-
dom, not religious discrimina-
tion. This ban extended to Ameri-
can citizens with green cards,
those with visas, and even grand-
parents who were coming to
America to visit their grandchil-
dren.

The poem at the base of the
Statue of Liberty, perhaps
America’s best-known interna-
tional symbol, says, “Give me
your tired, your poor, Your
huddled masses yearning to be
free…” I didn’t know that that
didn’t apply to Muslims. The ma-
jority of Syrians coming to
America from that horrible con-
flict are children. Muslim coun-
tries are now responding to
America’s prejudice. And so it
begins… as so many of us feared.
Actions like these are not what
makes America great, but weak,
isolated and losers of our moral
compass and world standing.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Parkland and Open Space Could
Be Used for Low-Income Housing

Presenting a possible solution
on the COAH ruling: This letter is
being sent to all New Jersey leg-
islators, the Senate Committee
on Community Affairs and the
Assembly Committee on Urban
Development.

The January 2017 New Jersey
Supreme Court COAH gap ruling
is certainly disconcerting to the
state’s towns, especially the ones
that are basically built out and
have no additional land. (COAH
means low-income housing man-
dates.) The court’s ruling dic-
tates all towns must provide an
additional 200,000 affordable-
living units, more than what was
already acknowledged and
planned.

Residential developers are cer-
tainly licking their chops over
this ruling since this is very fa-
vorable to their profits; that be-
ing the low-income units usually
play into proposals of lucrative
hi-density developments. The de-
velopers state that in their
planned residential develop-
ments, if they have to provide
these low-income units than to
be financially feasible, for each
COAH unit they would have to
build five to seven normal units
and, on the outside, like in my
Garwood, would actually have to
build a denser 10 to 11 units per
one COAH unit obligation. Other
financial factors could be in-
volved, but COAH seems to be
the claim of motivation for all this
high-density development. These
project applications then demand
local zoning land use laws have
to be overridden to shoehorn all
this in. Note based on calcula-
tions the 200,000 additional
COAH units could mean around
one to two million more resi-
dences would need to be con-

structed. The government really
needs to think this through.

Usually defunct factories or
blighted lands along major roads
are the targets for this high-
density development. Here in
Garwood, we are built out and
Garwood is considered ground
zero of the county’s traffic woes,
with traffic back-ups at lights
during rush hour being a half-
mile long. And even mid-day or
weekends it could take two to
three light changes to get through
the local intersections. Yet
Garwood’s present COAH obliga-
tion dictates a 300-unit, high-
density development is to be built
right in our downtown on five
acres of old factory land. Our
borough BTW is seven-eighths of
a mile square. Somehow people
think that just because it will be
“transit oriented” that the fore-
casted 500 people, a 13-percent
increase to our population, won’t
drive automobiles.

Proposal: Since all this devel-
opment is financially profit moti-
vated by private developers and
land costs figure into their cost
benefit analysis by a range of 20
percent to 30 percent, one plan
of attack then could be to try to
remove these expensive land
costs. One idea could be to use
parkland and open space which
is already owned by the govern-
ment at zero cost. Donating some
of this open space to build low-
income units would delete land
costs from the cost benefit analy-
sis. This creates a public/private
partnership with the developers.
Possibly the amount of donated
open space would be 5 to 10
percent of the park and assume
this would involve only large
parks and open spaces that are
at least five acres and larger.

Local Letters to the Editor
Most parks are normally found
on back roads, not major arter-
ies, so any cars spilling out from
the project would not directly go
on the main roads immediately,
and yet many parks are hope-
fully still close enough to walk to
mass transit hubs. Logistics and
location and details would need
to be worked out by the legisla-
tors.

And what about the environ-
mentalists and the robbing of 10
percent open space? This faction
may put trees as a priority over
people, yet by this court ruling
the government obviously puts
the low-income people and their

re-distribution as a top priority
over everything. One suggestion
would be to plant more trees
closer together in parks and right-
of-ways and assure storm water
management at the new projects.

I am not condemning the needs
of the low-income families nor
the environment; it is more of
the impacts on our downtowns,
major roads and infrastructure
which really can’t accommodate
any more of this pseudo-
Orwellian future. Compromises
need to be worked out; this pretty
much appears to be a win-win as
an alternative sensible resolu-
tion. Legislators, please review
as to viability. Good luck.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Trinity Day School Slates
Tricky Tray Tomorrow

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS) will host
its sixth annual Tricky Tray event
and 50/50 Raffle tomorrow, Fri-
day, February 10, from 7 to 10
p.m. It will be held in Sherlock
Hall at TEDS, located at 205 North
Avenue, East, Cranford. Tickets
are $25 per person.

“Proceeds from the evening will
go for new playground equip-
ment,” said Nancy Ditzel, TEDS
director. “We invite all adults to
join us for a fun evening for a
great cause.”

Dessert, coffee and tea will be
served. Attendees are welcome
to bring wine and other foods.
Tickets may be purchased in ad-
vance or at the door.

“Our goal is to give each child a
solid foundation for lifelong suc-
cess,” said Ms. Ditzel. “TEDS
serves children from age 2½
through kindergarten. Flexible
schedule options include half
days, two days per week, five
days per week, and early drop-
off (from 7 a.m.) and late pickup
(until 6 p.m.) It also offers a
Kindergarten Wrap-Around pro-

gram and full-day kindergarten.”
Kindergarten Wrap-Around

provides a full day of kindergar-
ten, half a day in TEDS and half a
day in public school, which eases
the child’s transition into first
grade in public school. TEDS also
has an active Aftercare Program
for children in kindergarten
through grade 5 from the
Cranford Public Schools.

Joseph Vicci Takes Top
Honors at The Citadel
CHARLESTON, S.C. – Members

of The Citadel South Carolina
Corps. of Cadets earned top hon-
ors in the fall 2016 semester.
Dean's List recognition is given
to cadets registered for 12 or
more semester hours and whose
grade point average is 3.2 or
higher with no grade below a C
for the previous semester's work.

Joseph Vicci of Cranford was
recognized for outstanding aca-
demic achievement and earned
Dean's List recognition for the
fall 2016 semester.

PHILADELPHIA, P.A. – The
following students from
Cranford earned dean's list
honors for the Fall 2016 se-
mester at Saint Joseph's Uni-
versity. Students must achieve
a grade point average of 3.5 or
above.

Richard Dugandzic studies Fi-
nance in the University's Haub
School of Business.

Abigail McGann studies Food
Marketing in the University's
Haub School of Business.

Caitlin Moonan studies Ac-
counting in the University's
Haub School of Business.

Dean’s List Students
At Saint Joseph Univ.
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CRANFORD
Thursday, January 26, Spencer

Hubbard, 22, of Tinton Falls was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of a CDS (MDMA), posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a
motor vehicle stop at the inter-
section of Raritan Road and Moen
Avenue for a traffic signal viola-
tion. Following an investigation
at the scene police located sus-
pected MDMA and marijuana in-
side the vehicle. Hubbard was
arrested, processed and released
pending a Superior Court ap-
pearance. Hubbard also was is-
sued motor vehicle summonses
for failure to observe a traffic
signal and possessing a CDS in a
motor vehicle.

Thursday, January 26, Rachel
Cordova, 26, of Milltown and
Christopher Day, 26, of Chelsea,
Mass. were arrested on charges
of possession of a CDS (heroin),
possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of Jackson Drive and
Moen Street for a seatbelt viola-
tion. Following an investigation at
the scene police located heroin
which belonged to a passenger,
Cordova. The driver, Day, was
found to be in possession of mari-
juana. Cordova and Day were
arrested, processed and released
pending a Superior Court appear-
ance in Union County. Cordova
was issued a motor vehicle sum-
mons for failure to wear a seatbelt.
Day was issued a motor vehicle
summons for possession of a CDS
in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, January 26, Neil
Ziesemer-Flynn, 28, of Linden
was arrested on charges of pos-
session of a CDS (heroin) and
possession of paraphernalia fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at
the intersection of Raritan Road
and Coleman Avenue for an
equipment violation. Following

an investigation at the scene po-
lice located heroin on Ziesemer-
Flynn. He was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a
Superior Court appearance.
Ziesemer-Flynn also was issued
motor vehicle summonses for un-
clear plates, failure to maintain
lamps, driving with a suspended
license and possession of a CDS
in a motor vehicle.

Saturday, January 28, Alicia
Riddick, 50, of North Plainfield
was arrested and charged with
shoplifting after police responded
to a reported shoplifting at a
West South Avenue establish-
ment. Following an investigation
at the scene police arrested
Riddick after she was found to be
in possession of stolen items.
Riddick was transported to
Cranford police headquarters,
where she was processed and
released pending a Municipal
Court appearance.

Monday, January 30, Tavone
Judson, 39, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on charges of possession
of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana, possession of
paraphernalia and contempt of
court following a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of Cen-
tennial Avenue and Raritan Road
for a seat belt violation. Follow-
ing an investigation at the scene,
police located marijuana on
Judson. Judson was arrested,
processed and turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Office on
an active warrant. Judson was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for failure to wear a seat belt,
driving with a suspended license,
failure to exhibit documents and
possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance (CDS) in a
motor vehicle.

Wednesday, February 1,
Stephen Balazs, 33, of Laurence
Harbor was arrested on charges
of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of paraphernalia
following a motor vehicle stop at
the intersection of Raritan Road
and Garden State Parkway South-
bound ramp 136 for an equip-
ment violation. Following an in-

vestigation at the scene, police
located marijuana inside the ve-
hicle. The driver, Balazs, was ar-
rested, processed and released
pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. He also was issued
motor vehicle summonses for pos-
sessing a CDS in a motor vehicle
and failure to maintain lamp.

Thursday, February 2, Elisabeth
Armstrong, 23, of Trenton was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of Shadowlawn Way
and Stoughton Avenue, after an
odor of marijuana was detected
in the area. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police lo-
cated marijuana inside the ve-
hicle. Armstrong was arrested,
processed and released pending
a Municipal Court appearance.

Friday, February 3, Christopher
Edwards, 59, of Little Silver was
arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) after
being stopped at the intersec-
tion of Centennial and Winans
Avenues for a lane violation. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the
scene, police determined that
Edwards was driving while in-
toxicated. He was arrested, pro-
cessed and released to a friend
pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. Additionally, Edwards
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for DWI, refusal to sub-
mit to breath testing, careless
driving, failure to maintain a lane
and improper turn.

Sunday, February 5, William
Andrade, 29, and Christopher
Andrade, 27, both of Garfield,
were arrested on charges of pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of Centennial Avenue
and Jackson Drive for a seat belt
violation. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene, police located
marijuana inside the vehicle. Two
passengers, William Andrade and
Christopher Andrade, were ar-
rested, processed and released

pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. Both were issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for failing
to wear a seat belt.

Sunday, February 5, Kevin
Riche, 21, of Roselle was ar-
rested on charges of possession
of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and posses-
sion of paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop at the Garden
State Parkway 137 Northbound
ramp and East North Avenue for
a seat belt violation. Following
an investigation at the scene,
police located marijuana on a
passenger, Riche. Riche was ar-
rested, processed and released
pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. The driver was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
unclear plates and failure to main-
tain lamps.

‘iDiscover Coding’
Open to Youth

CRANFORD — The Cranford Pub-
lic Library is offering “iDiscover
Coding,” a monthly introduction
to computer programming for
children in grades 1 to 3 and 4 to
6. Each class will acquaint young-
sters with a coding concept
through the use of fun, educa-
tional apps. Students will create
interactive stories, animation, and
even video games.

The next meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, February 28, at 7
p.m., for grades 4 to 6. “iDiscover
Coding” will meet on the first
Tuesday of each month for grades
1 to 3, and the last Tuesday of
the month for grades 4 to 6. The
Cranford Public Library is located
at 224 Walnut Avenue.

This free program is supported
by a grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

College Women’s Club
To Meet on Monday

CRANFORD — The Cranford Col-
lege Women’s Club will feature a
program on Nutrition and Healthy
Aging at its meeting on Monday,
February 13, at the First Presby-
terian Church located at 11
Springfield Avenue, Cranford.
Open to the public, the meeting
will start at 7 p.m. with refresh-
ments followed by the program.

Natalie Capoccia will present
the program and will discuss the
important vitamins, minerals and
“super foods” that are vital to the
human body as it ages. She also
will provide handouts, giveaways
and samples. Ms. Capoccia is the
retail dietitian at the ShopRite of
Garwood.

Ms. Capoccia is a graduate of
Montclair State University with a
Bachelor of Science degree in
Nutrition/Dietetics and a minor
in psychology.

Hist. Society to Hold
African Tea Event

KENILWORTH — The Kenilworth
Historical Society will host an
African Tea Ceremony on Sun-
day, February 19, at 1:30 p.m.,
in celebration of Black History
Month. Presented by certified tea
specialist and tea educator
Darlene Meyers-Perry, it will take
place at the historic Oswald J.
Nitschke House, located at 49
South 21st Street, Kenilworth.

Participants will have the op-
portunity to learn about and ex-
perience the West African tea
ritual known as “attaya,” which
comprises three rounds of tea
symbolizing the three stages of
life (childhood, mid-life and old
age). They also will learn about
the ceremonial tea, its prepara-
tion and its significance.

Admission is $10 for adults and
$5 for children under the age of
12. Advance registration is re-
quested, as seating is limited.
For information and reservations,
call (908) 709-0434.

Matthew Russo Makes
Dean's List at SUNY
NEW PALTZ, N.Y. – SUNY New

Paltz congratulates Matthew
Russo of Cranford for being
named to the Dean's List for the
fall 2016 semester.


