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Task Force Continues Work Of
Looking at Future of Downtown
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — In an effort to
address a major change in consumer
buying habits away from retail while
also trying to make Westfield more
business friendly, Mayor Andy Ski-
bitsky last year created a 15-member
downtown task force.

The group is looking to see if there
are restrictions prohibiting certain
types of businesses from opening in
the central business district or if re-
strictions on such things as signage

need to be lifted. The group also is
looking at whether the town’s appli-
cation process needs to be improved.

Task Force Chairman William
Heinbokel, who has chaired the
town’s zoning board of adjustment
for more than 10 years, has broken
the group into four subcommittees
that have sought input from resi-
dents, business owners and property
owners, and looked at planning and
zoning issues. The town attorney,
planning board attorney and town
planner are on the task force as are

Mayor Skibitsky, Councilman Sam
Della Fera, who is council liaison to
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) board of directors;
Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan, liai-
son to the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, as well as
private citizens.

“Our primary focus has been lis-
tening to the needs of the community
and trying to understand what par-
ticular issues there are so that we can
make whatever adjustments that need
to be made so that we can keep the
vitality of the downtown,” Mr.
Heinbokel said during a January 24
meeting with The Westfield Leader
in Mayor Skibitsky’s office. The
meeting also was attended by the
mayor, Ms. Neylan and Councilman
Della Fera.

The mayor said the 12-percent cur-
rent vacancy rate is not too bad.
“You talk to any planning expert
(and they will say), anything in the
10 percent area is healthy,” the mayor
said. “We know the retail paradigm
is going to change,” he said, noting
that in the years ahead the amount of
retail space in the downtown is go-
ing to be less than it is now. “Is it
going to be 20 percent less? Thirty
percent less? Forty percent less? We
don’t know, but we just need to make
sure we look at our use ordinances
and look at everything we control to
see if we should be doing things to
make sure that Westfield stays one
of the premier destination towns in
the state.”

One thing that has changed is re-
strictions on liquor licenses.
Westfield restaurants with controlled
licenses no longer are required to
only serve alcohol to patrons dining
at tables. Those with this type of
license, however, must have at least
50 percent of their revenue from
food.

Also, the town has removed a re-
striction that required license hold-

Freeholders Okay Agreement
For Rail Trail In Summit

GW Planning Bd. Approves
McDonald’s Renovation

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At the January
25 meeting of the Garwood Plan-
ning Board, the application of
McDonald’s Corporation to expand
the drive-thru, add a circulation
driveway, as well as remodel and
renovate the building located at 216
North Avenue was approved. Board
member Bill Nierstedt cast the only
non-assenting vote.

John Wyciskala, of Inglesio,
Webster, Wyciskala and Taylor, rep-
resenting McDonald’s, stated that
the application required several

variances and would “allow certain
improvements to this McDonald’s,”
which had seen “this configuration
since 1981.” Mr. Wyciskala said
that the renovation was part of a
“re-branding program” to create an
“experience of the future” by con-
structing a state-of-the-art
McDonald’s.

Mr. Wyciskala reported that the
proposed two-lane drive-thru, which
would call for a variance, would
allow for side-by-side ordering for
a “more efficient” experience for
the consumer. He stated that the
plans also include “putting a new
skin on the building,” which he
called an “older store.”

Lauren Monaghan, a civil engi-
neer testifying on behalf of the ap-
plicant, stated that the play area
currently located in the front of the
building would be removed and the
overall square footage of the build-
ing would be reduced. This reduc-
tion would bring the front setback
from 9.7 feet to 29 feet. Ms.
Monaghan stated that the renova-
tion would “incorporate play areas
and themes in the décor” by includ-
ing “technology areas.” The instal-

lation of a circulation driveway in
the front of the building would al-
low customers using the drive-thru
window to re-enter the parking lot
without having to exit first on North
Avenue.

“I am very happy to have the
application,” Mr. Nierstedt stated.
“I think it will improve the area.”
He continued to say that there were
“a lot of positives” but thought the
addition of the circulation drive-
way was unnecessary. “The use is
financial,” he stated. He continued
by saying he thought the applicant
was missing an opportunity to
change the aesthetic of the building
by adding landscaping to the front
instead.

“The front driveway is a critical
component,” Mr. Wyciskala said.

“The circulation driveway is an
asset,” Garwood Zoning Code Of-
ficer Victor Vinegra agreed. “The
frequency will be light, but it is
becoming a norm.”

Ms. Monaghan also reported to
the board that the new establish-
ment would have 80 indoor seats
and 20 outdoor seats and the park-

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board last Thursday ap-
proved a license agreement with the
New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation and Summit, paving the
way for the city to develop the aban-
doned Rahway Valley Railroad into
a linear park similar to New York’s
Highline Park.

Summit Councilman Robert
Rubino said the rail trail would con-
nect Briant Park, a county park, to
downtown summit.

“Hopefully this will be an ame-
nity not only for the citizens of
Summit but the residents of Union
County where they can take a walk
in Briant Park and wind up in down-
town Summit, crossing an elevated
rail line with a nice view of New
York City,” Mr. Rubino said. “Hope-
fully this rail trail can extend all the
way into the East Coast Greenway
which extends from Maine to
Florida.”

Kenilworth resident John Bury
questioned the safety of the park.

“It just doesn’t seem that it would
be conducive to a rail trail,” Mr.
Bury said. “I just can’t see anybody
biking there without putting their
life in jeopardy.”

Freeholder Chairman Bruce
Bergen said the railway tracks are
raised up above grade level.

“It’s raised up enough that the
views from up there are really fan-
tastic. Given time, it really can be a
wonderful recreation asset for the
county,” Mr. Bergen said.

The board also approved a $4.2-
million, one-year contract with
Brooklyn, N.Y.-based MPC Bus

Corp. as the new operator for the
county’s Paratransit system for se-
niors and the disabled. MPC re-
places long-time vendor Transdev
Services, Inc. of Illinois, previously
known as Veolia Transportation. The
contract includes four, one-year re-
newals that are to be voted on annu-
ally by the freeholders.

Karen Dinsmore, assistant direc-
tor of human services, said the new
contract represents a savings of $1.9
million over the previous vendor
over the next five years and a
$60,000 savings over the amount
paid by the county in 2016.

The board also approved con-
tracts with This Is It! Productions of
Hoboken for $94,500 for the 2017
Summer Concert Series and
$140,000 for the Saturday, June 3
Rhythm and Blues concert by The
Brook in Plainfield. In addition, the
county will pay the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra $35,000 for a spe-
cial concert on Friday, June 23, at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

The board approved shared-ser-
vices agreements with the Borough
of Kenilworth and the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad for the county to run
their emergency medical dispatch
services. Kenilworth will pay
$6,897 while Scotch Plains will pay
$7,176. There are some 14 entities,
including paramedic units, that con-
tract with the Union County dis-
patch center located in Westfield on
North Avenue.

The dispatch center handles po-
lice, fire and EMS calls.

“We are willing to contract with
any department in any town that we
can help,” Mr. Bergen said.

Planning Bd. Reorganizes;
New Attorney Named

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The planning
board held its reorganization meet-
ing last Wednesday night.

Mark S. Rothman was appointed
as board attorney. He is affiliated
with the law firm Robbins and
Robbins LLP with offices in
Woodbridge and New York City.
Mr. Rothman replaces Nicholas A.
Giuditta III of Giuditta Law in
Westfield.

Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
and Commissioner Ann Dooley
were sworn in to one-year terms
alongside former mayor Daniel
Aschenbach as alternate one. Chris-
topher Chapman was also appointed
to the board for a one-year term.

The board also appointed offic-
ers for 2017. Kathleen Murray was
elected chairwoman; Bobbi Ander-
son, vice-chairwoman; Ann
Steinbach, secretary, and Lynda
Feder, alternate secretary.

The board also outlined goals for
2017 at the meeting

Mayor Hannen said the board
should focus on designating and

envisioning potential developments
that would utilize the MDT build-
ing and the parking lot next to Bar
Americana, both township-owned
properties. Mayor Hannen said re-
search was completed and a presen-
tation was made last year to the
board suggesting development pos-
sibilities for the property.

Mayor Hannen placed emphasis
on finding businesses that are an
attractive fit for the area and are
needed by Cranford residents. He
said the properties will soon be sold
to developers, but that the board
can help influence what is devel-
oped. He said blindly choosing a
retailer would not be a successful
strategy for residents.

Mr. Chapman said a suggestion
board where residents write their
opinions on what they think would
be successful in the downtown has
worked with other developmental
projects with which he has assisted.
Ms. Murray agreed with Mr.
Chapman’s concept, saying specif-
ics will be further developed.

The board agreed that a broader

SUPER BOWL 2012...This Sunday will be Super Bowl 51. The Giants are not in
it this year. The last time the Giants won it was in 2012. The Jets have not won a
Super Bowl since 1969.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NEW CONSTRUCTION…Construction is progressing on a multi-use building on the site of the former Jolly Trolley on
North Avenue next door to the Westfield Fire Headquarters. The building, once completed, will have retail and parking at
street level with apartments on the top two floors.

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
CAMP ROCKS...The JCC of Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains held its annual
winter fundraiser Saturday night. This year's event, chaired by Tracey and Jason
Hoberman of Scotch Plains, was themed Camp Rocks. Money raised will go
towards financial assistance, special needs and teen leadership development
programs in camp as well as camp improvements.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
2017 OFFICER SLATE…Westfield Rescue Squad officers are installed by Mayor
Andy Skibitsky at Saturday night’s 66th annual dinner-dance and installation of
officers at the Woodbridge Renaissance Hotel. Pictured, from left to right, are:
David Ozga, president; Steven Korba, treasurer; Gregory Redeker, ambulance
lieutenant; Brayan Zambrano, training lieutenant; Joey Regan, equipment lieuten-
ant; Edward Hance, scheduling lieutenant; Sergio Guzman, deputy chief; Stephen
Becker,  EMS chief;  David Sloan, assistant treasurer; Melissa Velasquez, secretary,
and Michael Besaw, vice-president. The Deacon is Robert Gurske.
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Downtown Task Force
ers to have 75 percent of their busi-
ness done on the first floor. This
change has helped restaurants like
Ferraro’s to have catering on an up-
per floor while also attracting
Addams Tavern to Westfield.

“All bars were service bars (under
previous restrictions),” explained
Councilman Della Fera.

The mayor said the previous re-
strictions were “awkward and wasn’t
a good customer experience.”

“We’ve decided to get out of the
business of dictating to business own-
ers how they can run their business
— particularly restaurant owners,”
Mr. Della Fera said.

Also, Mr. Della Fera said the town
council addressed employee park-
ing permits by offering shorter-term
permits for less money while also
selling more permits to free up down-
town parking spots for shoppers.

Also the council extended side-
walk cafe permits by another month
to help restaurants.

The mayor said the town closed
Quimby Street during one of the Sum-
mer jazz festival nights which was
popular and will be done more regu-
larly in the future.

Mr. Heinbokel said the zoning
board has been seeing applications
for more “service-oriented busi-
nesses” such as a nail salon and a
party type of business.

The mayor said that an exercise
business recently opened in the
downtown.

“So I think we are seeing a move
away from your traditional retail to
more service-oriented type of busi-
nesses which I think is consistent
with what other towns are seeing,
too. So its something you can’t buy
on the Internet,” Mr. Heinbokel said.

He noted that those retailers inter-
ested in coming to Westfield tend to
want smaller store spaces.

“There is some school of thought
now that retail space (should) even-
tually just become showrooms,” the
mayor added, where customers who
see a product they like would order it
for next day shipping.

Councilwoman Neylan said she
heard from Task Force focus groups
that residents are looking for “gath-
ering spots” such as an activity cen-
ter with attractions for kids and
adults.

“They are looking for experiences
downtown,” she said. She also said
an eyelash business is doing well,
noting that “women are always look-
ing for new ways to be pampered.”

Mr. Heinbokel said places with
music or where adults can meet up
with friends for a drink would likely
be draws to the downtown.

“People come to Westfield because
of the schools, the downtown and the
neighborhoods,” the mayor said.
“And so we have to make sure we
maintain all those.”

He said “tens of millions of dol-
lars” have been invested in Westfield
the past few years.

“If Westfield was in such bad shape
I don’t think an entity like the Har-
vest Restaurant Group (owner of
Addams Tavern) would invest what
I understand to be a couple of mil-
lion dollars in that business, nor
would an entity like Trader Joe’s
reinvest...a few million dollars in
rebuilding (after the Elm Street store
had to be demolished due to damage
from the January 2016 blizzard),”
Mr. Della Fera said. The mayor added
that downtown foot traffic was re-
duced while the store was gone as
Trader Joe’s is a “destination place.”

Also Mayor Skibitsky said Urban
Outfitters “is a huge draw to the
town.”

In addition, he said in the next
year 130 new apartment units will be

Several disabled residents from
Community Access Unlimited spoke
to the board in support of a resolu-
tion urging President Donald Trump
and Congress not to repeal the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care
Act. They fear they would lose Med-
icaid and Medicare funding.

Freeholder Chris Hudak thanked
residents for speaking up in support
of the Affordable Care Act as well as
those who took part in marches “to
exercise various Constitutional rights
in a peaceful and constructive way.”

“We will need more of that over
the next four years,” Mr. Hudak said.
He noted that export businesses face
the threat of tariffs while nonprofits
servicing “the most vulnerable” resi-
dents face cuts in federal funding.

“The uncertainty (of funding) is
abominable,” Mr. Hudak said.

He also noted that the WiFi ser-
vice will be expanded to six more
county parks, doubling the number
of parks offering the service. These
include Ponderosa in Scotch Plains,
Conant Park in Hillside, the
Warinanco Park boathouse and
spray park in Roselle, Mattano Park
and Rizzuto Park in Elizabeth, and
the Watchung Stables.

The freeholders will hold a double
meeting on the Thursday, February
9 with the agenda setting meeting
beginning at 7 p.m. followed by the
regular meeting.    There is no meet-
ing tonight, February 2, as that meet-
ing was moved to next week.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

coming onboard in the downtown.
“That’s what planners say you need.
You need foot traffic.” He said these
new residents will likely not have
cars and will commute by train and
use Uber. “And they want to be close
to everything they need. And so
Westfield offers that,” the mayor said.

Ms. Neylan said one store owner
called Westfield “magical,” noting
that those businesses with good prod-
ucts will be successful in the town.
She said chain stores are leaving due
to an “independent decision” by man-
agement because of a national change
in retail.

Mr. Heinbokel said Westfield
wants to maintain a good balance in
the types of stores operating in the
business district. He noted Westfield
has a downtown supermarket (Stop
& Shop) and a movie theater that can
be reached by foot for those persons
without cars.

“It’s very unique here. You don’t
have that in Cranford. You don’t
have that in Scotch Plains. You don’t
have that in Summit to the same
extent,” Mr. Heinbokel said.

The mayor noted that the town
does not control things like rent rates
or the types of businesses opening,
such as how many pizzerias operate
in Westfield.

“The fact that rents are high in
Westfield relative to other towns is
really a function of supply and de-
mand,” the mayor explained.

“There is always turnover. And
that’s healthy,” he said.

Mr. Della Fera said the town has
had nothing to do with the bankrupt-
cies of stores in town nor the oppo-
sition Stop & Shop has faced from
ShopRite to expand its Elm Street
supermarket or the lawsuit Addams
Tavern is involved in with the
building’s owner.

“The nature of the downtown is
changing to some extent but it’s still
a core of why people like to be here
in addition to the schools and in
addition to the services that are pro-
vided,” Mr. Heinbokel said.
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Courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
BUDDIES IN SCOTTSDALE...Pretending they can read, Bob Cozzolina of
Westfield with his friends from Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch Plains
catch up on news in The Westfield Leader on the golf course in Scottsdale, Ariz.

Board Agrees to New
Hearing for Application

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – After learning that
proper notification was overlooked
for the application at 1481 East Broad
Street, members of the board of ad-
justment approved plans for a future
meeting.

John Schmidt, Jr., who is repre-
senting the applicants, also known as
Country Classics at Montgomery,
L.L.C., addressed the board on his
client’s behalf. He noted that because
the property is on a Union County
road the county needed to be notified
and it was not.

According to the board’s agenda,
the applicant is proposing to demol-

ish a single-family residence there
and construct a total of six residential
units, located in two separate build-
ings. The applicant is seeking relief
from 11 different variances including
maximum building height, maximum
floor area ratio and maximum cover-
age by improvements.

Residents opposing the applicant
had been present at the meeting, some
of whom had voiced their concerns
regarding the proposal in the opinion
section of The Westfield Leader.

Board President William Heinbokel
noted that the meeting should be
scheduled at an accelerated pace as
the application decision due date is
coming within the next few weeks.

AND THE WINNERS ARE…Student winners in the Essay and Art Contest of the
Martin Luther King Day Interfaith Service pose for a group picture at the January
16 service at Westfield's Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church.

ing lot would accommodate 30 cars.
She also reported that the current
sign, which stands at 35 feet, would
be replaced with a 25-foot sign.

“I am very glad you are getting
rid of that sign,” Mr. Nierstedt said,
referring to the trademark golden
arches but stated he thought the new
sign was too large. “The code is
pushing monument style signs.
People on North Avenue are going
25 miles per hour. I don’t think we
need a 25-foot sign.”

Mr. Vinegra reported that code is
actually 20 feet for signs, to which
Mr. Wyciskala responded, “We will
bring it [the sign] into compliance.”

Ms. Monaghan told the board that
the application included an elec-
tronic message board, which would
have a static message that would
change infrequently to advertise
specials.

Traffic specialist John Harper ad-
dressed the board on the applicant’s
behalf and stated that the proposed
two-lane drive-thru would be
“pushed to the back” and that the
island currently separating the drive-
thru and the parking lot would be
removed. He also stated that the
proposed site could accommodate a
two-lane exit, which would allow
for those exiting to make a right- or
left-hand turn onto North Avenue.

Mr. Vinegra stated that “because
the signal [at the intersection of
North Avenue and Cedar Street]
presents more gap time” he thought
a “right out or left out” should be
considered. “I was just looking for
an opinion,” he said. “If you are
modifying the site, taking the left
restriction out may be beneficial.”

Board member Kathy Villaggio
agreed that allowing a left-turn exit
would be beneficial, but felt that
during certain times of the day, when
traffic was heavier, a left-turn exit
would be difficult. “I would like to
look at no left turn between 4 and 6
p.m.,” she said, stating that she was
for “anything that would alleviate
traffic on our side streets,” refer-
ring to those who were forced to
turn right and then drive through
back streets to reenter North Av-
enue going east.

Several board members expressed
concern over the current fencing
and asked that the applicant con-
sider replacing the entire fencing.
Ms. Monaghan stated that damaged
fencing would be replaced but “it is
not McDonald’s intent to replace

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

McDonald’s Renovation
the entire fencing.”

The addition of a non-conform-
ing eight-foot fence across the rear
of the property was approved to
absorb noise generated by the drive-
thru speakers.

In closing, John McDonough, a
professional planner for the appli-
cant, stated that McDonald’s has a
“longstanding identity, with not just
this use, but this user.” He said that
the location is an important tax com-
ponent of the Master Plan. He re-
minded the board that retail “needs
to stay fresh” and the new look
would have an “adult targeted look”
using earth tone colors and a café
style. He noted that 350 evergreens
would be planted, along with 800
perennials.

“I am going to ask you to seri-
ously consider planting some trees,”
Mr. Nierstedt stated. “If not on site
then on North Avenue in some cut-
outs.” Eighteen shade trees are re-
quired as per borough code; five
shade trees are proposed for the
site. Mr. Wyciskala stated that he
would discuss it with his client.

The board approved the applica-
tion with Mr. Nierstedt voting
against, citing the circulation drive-
way as a key component to his vote.

The next meeting of the Garwood
Planning Board will be held on
Wednesday, February 22, at the Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 403
South Avenue.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
LIFELONG DEDICATION….Longtime member and former Westfield Rescue
Squad President Reid Edles, seated, enjoys Saturday’s annual squad dinner-
dance and installation of officers event.

BOE Okays Bid to Spend
$7.6 Mil. On Capital Projects

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board
of education passed a motion last
Thursday that authorizes the with-
drawal of $6,140,503 from the Capi-
tal Reserve Fund and $1.5 million
from the Maintenance Reserve Fund
for several projects planned for the
2016-2017 year.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) will complete a
summer roofing project for approxi-
mately $2,900,000 combined with
the work done at Brunner Elemen-
tary School, an asbestos project for
approximately $250,000 combined
with the work done at Terrill Middle
School, a new security system for
approximately $200,000, new lock-
ers for the high school halls for ap-
proximately $500,000 and paving
around the baseball field for approxi-
mately $30,000.

Park Middle School will install a
new Heating, Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVAC) modular on the
first floor for approximately
$285,256, receive new lighting for
the auditorium for $50,000, a new
sound system for $35,000 and have
paving in the front of the school for
approximately $170,000.

Terrill Middle School will have
two HVAC modular installed, one on
the second floor and one in the cafete-
ria for approximately $350,000, new
siding and roofing for the modular for
approximately $20,000, new lockers

for Terrill halls for approximately
$250,000, a new sound system in the
auditorium for approximately
$35,000, paving on the path for ap-
proximately $30,000 and will com-
plete an asbestos tiling project.

School One will purchase and in-
stall two Mitsubishi HVAC modular
units by Kelin Heating & Air Condi-
tioning, Inc. at the cost of $19,156
and new paving for the playground at
a cost of approximately $60,000.

Brunner Elementary School will
complete a summer roofing project
costing approximately $2,900,000
combined with the project at the high
school, and will have their playground
paved at a cost of approximately
$60,000.

Evergreen Elementary School will
receive HVAC replacement modulars
for approximately $19,156, and will
have masonry repairs for approxi-
mately $660,000. Coles Elementary
School will have their boiler replaced
for approximately $226,935.

The board also approved a contin-
gency change order for Park Middle,
School One, McGinn Elementary
School and Coles Elementary School
roofing projects.

The cost of this roofing project was
$25,932, with $46,328 remaining
contingency dollars. The money will
be refunded to the capital reserve
fund.

The next open agenda meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, February 16
at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

New Atty.
goal for 2017 is to equalize North
Avenue and South Avenue as desir-
able commerce locations. Ms.
Murray said the board must remain
cognizant of parking outlay and traf-
fic flow surrounding new develop-
ments.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
MAY I HAVE THIS DANCE?…The Westfield Rescue Squad held its 66th annual
dinner-dance and installation of officers at the Woodbridge Renaissance Hotel on
Saturday night.
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Freeholders OK Agreement
For Rail Trail In Summit

Juckes Selected as Chair
To Fanwood Planning Board

BOE OKs Bid to Spend $7.6 Mil.
On Capital Projects for Schools

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board last Thursday ap-
proved a license agreement with the
New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation and Summit, paving the way
for the city to develop the abandoned
Rahway Valley Railroad into a linear
park similar to New York’s Highline
Park.

Summit Councilman Robert
Rubino said the rail trail would con-
nect Briant Park, a county park, to
downtown summit.

“Hopefully this will be an amenity
not only for the citizens of Summit
but the residents of Union County
where they can take a walk in Briant
Park and wind up in downtown Sum-
mit, crossing an elevated rail line
with a nice view of New York City,”
Mr. Rubino said. “Hopefully this rail
trail can extend all the way into the
East Coast Greenway which extends
from Maine to Florida.”

Kenilworth resident John Bury
questioned the safety of the park.

“It just doesn’t seem that it would
be conducive to a rail trail,” Mr. Bury
said. “I just can’t see anybody biking
there without putting their life in jeop-
ardy.”

Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen
said the railway tracks are raised up
above grade level.

“It’s raised up enough that the views
from up there are really fantastic.
Given time, it really can be a wonder-
ful recreation asset for the county,”
Mr. Bergen said.

The board also approved a $4.2-
million, one-year contract with Brook-
lyn, N.Y.-based MPC Bus Corp. as
the new operator for the county’s
Paratransit system for seniors and the
disabled. MPC replaces long-time
vendor Transdev Services, Inc. of

Illinois, previously known as Veolia
Transportation. The contract includes
four, one-year renewals that are to be
voted on annually by the freeholders.

Karen Dinsmore, assistant director
of human services, said the new con-
tract represents a savings of $1.9 mil-
lion over the previous vendor over
the next five years and a $60,000
savings over the amount paid by the
county in 2016.

The board also approved contracts
with This Is It! Productions of
Hoboken for $94,500 for the 2017
Summer Concert Series and $140,000
for the Saturday, June 3 Rhythm and
Blues concert by The Brook in Plain-
field. In addition, the county will pay
the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra
$35,000 for a special concert on Fri-
day, June 23, at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark.

The board approved shared-ser-
vices agreements with the Borough
of Kenilworth and the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad for the county to run
their emergency medical dispatch
services. Kenilworth will pay $6,897
while Scotch Plains will pay $7,176.
There are some 14 entities, including
paramedic units, that contract with
the Union County dispatch center lo-
cated in Westfield on North Avenue.

The dispatch center handles po-
lice, fire and EMS calls.

“We are willing to contract with
any department in any town that we
can help,” Mr. Bergen said.

Several disabled residents from
Community Access Unlimited spoke
to the board in support of a resolution
urging President Donald Trump and
Congress not to repeal the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act.
They fear they would lose Medicaid
and Medicare funding.

Freeholder Chris Hudak thanked

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board
of education passed a motion last
Thursday that authorizes the with-
drawal of $6,140,503 from the Capi-
tal Reserve Fund and $1.5 million
from the Maintenance Reserve Fund
for several projects planned for the
2016-2017 year.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) will complete a
summer roofing project for approxi-
mately $2,900,000 combined with

the work done at Brunner Elemen-
tary School, an asbestos project for
approximately $250,000 combined
with the work done at Terrill Middle
School, a new security system for
approximately $200,000, new lock-
ers for the high school halls for
approximately $500,000 and pav-
ing around the baseball field for
approximately $30,000.

Park Middle School will install a
new Heating, Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVAC) modular on
the first floor for approximately

$285,256, receive new lighting for
the auditorium for $50,000, a new
sound system for $35,000 and have
paving in the front of the school for
approximately $170,000.

Terrill Middle School will have
two HVAC modular installed, one
on the second floor and one in the
cafeteria for approximately
$350,000, new siding and roofing
for the modular for approximately
$20,000, new lockers for Terrill
halls for approximately $250,000,
a new sound system in the audito-
rium for approximately $35,000,
paving on the path for approximately
$30,000 and will complete an as-
bestos tiling project.

School One will purchase and in-
stall two Mitsubishi HVAC modu-
lar units by Kelin Heating & Air
Conditioning, Inc. at the cost of
$19,156 and new paving for the
playground at a cost of approxi-
mately $60,000.

Brunner Elementary School will
complete a summer roofing project
costing approximately $2,900,000
combined with the project at the
high school, and will have their play-
ground paved at a cost of approxi-
mately $60,000.

Evergreen Elementary School will
receive HVAC replacement
modulars for approximately
$19,156, and will have masonry
repairs for approximately $660,000.
Coles Elementary School will have
their boiler replaced for approxi-
mately $226,935.

The board also approved a con-
tingency change order for Park
Middle, School One, McGinn El-
ementary School and Coles Elemen-
tary School roofing projects.

The cost of this roofing project
was $25,932, with $46,328 remain-
ing contingency dollars. The money

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The planning
board appointed a new chairman
and vice-chairman at its reorgani-
zation meeting last Wednesday
night.

Matthew Juckes was selected as
chairman, and Dennis Sherry was

selected as vice-chairman. Chair-
man Dale Flowers resigned at the
end of last year after serving about
20 years on the board.

New planning board members
were administered the oath of of-
fice: Adam Matty, class IV alt. 1;
Patrice McMorrow, class IV alt. 2;
Michelle Moore, class IV alt. 3, and
Hans Ruhlandt, class IV alt. 4.

Teresa Keeler was named the
board’s environmental commission
liaison and Jack Molenaar contin-
ues as the borough council repre-
sentative to the board. William Lee
continues as the mayor’s designee.

John Steigerwald, who joined the
board late last year, was adminis-
tered the oath of office as a class IV
member.

The board at its regular meeting
approved three variance applica-
tions heard.

Brian Markham, property owner
of 96 South Avenue, was approved,
8-1, for a use variance for a two-
family home. Mr. Steigerwald voted
against the variance. The home had
previously been modified to a two-
family but is not currently allow-
able in the zone.

Mr. Markham had received a
building permit from the building
department, he said, and then put an
addition on for his mother-in-law to

live in after her husband passed
away.

“We are in a single-family zone
but we are surrounded by two-fam-
ily houses,” Mr. Markham said.

Zoning Officer Ray Sullivan said
in March 2016 an application was
approved by the planning board on
a neighboring property at 106 South
Avenue to allow a use variance for
a two-family home but that home
was built  in the 1930s. Mr.
Markhams was built in 1962, Mr.
Sullivan said. Mr. Sullivan said the
law allows a two-family if it was
built prior to 1954.

Mr. Steigerwald asked if there
was a fire wall between the two
spaces to which Mr. Markham said
he did not know.

Mr. Juckes said, “...to make that a
one-family home now would make
the home an odd feel.”

Planning Board member Michael
Lysicatos suggested the board con-
sider changing the zoning law in
that area when it revises its master
plan.

Qualified Flips LLC, owner of
property at 71 LaGrande Avenue,
was unanimously approved two
variances to modify a home to make
room for three bedrooms on the
second floor.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Lauren S. Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMP ROCKS...The JCC of Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains held their annual winter fundraiser on Saturday night.
This year's event, chaired by Tracey and Jason Hoberman of Scotch Plains, was themed Camp Rocks. Money raised will go
towards financial assistance, special needs and teen leadership development programs in camp and camp improvements.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
APPROVED...Brian Markham, property owner of 96 South Avenue, was ap-
proved, 8-to-1, by the Fanwood Planning Board last week for a use variance for
a two-family home. The home had previously been modified to a two-family, but
is not currently allowable in the zone.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW LEADERSHIP...Matthew Juckes, left, was selected as Fanwood Planning
Board chairman and Dennis Sherry, right, was selected as vice-chairman at the
board’s reorganization meeting last week.

SUPER BOWL 2012...This Sunday will be Super Bowl 51. The Giants are not in
it this year. The last time the Giants won it was in 2012. The Jets have not won a
Super Bowl since 1969.

Task Force Continues
Looking at Downtown WF

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — In an effort to
address a major change in consumer
buying habits away from retail while
also trying to make Westfield more
business friendly, Mayor Andy Skib-
itsky last year created a 15-member
downtown task force.

The group is looking to see if there
are restrictions prohibiting certain
types of businesses from opening in
the central business district or if re-
strictions on such things as signage
need to be lifted. The group also is
looking at whether the town’s appli-
cation process needs to be improved.

Task Force Chairman William
Heinbokel, who has chaired the town’s
zoning board of adjustment for more
than 10 years, has broken the group
into four subcommittees that have
sought input from residents, business
owners and property owners, and
looked at planning and zoning issues.
The town attorney, planning board
attorney and town planner are on the
task force as are Mayor Skibitsky,
Councilman Sam Della Fera, who is
council liaison to the Downtown

Westfield Corporation (DWC) board
of directors; Councilwoman Jo Ann
Neylan, liaison to the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce, as well as private citizens.

“Our primary focus has been lis-
tening to the needs of the community
and trying to understand what par-
ticular issues there are so that we can
make whatever adjustments that need
to be made so that we can keep the
vitality of the downtown,” Mr.
Heinbokel said during a January 24
meeting with The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times in Mayor Skibitsky’s of-
fice. The meeting also was attended
by the mayor, Ms. Neylan and Coun-
cilman Della Fera.

The mayor said the 12-percent cur-
rent vacancy rate is not too bad. “You
talk to any planning expert (and they
will say), anything in the 10 percent
area is healthy,” the mayor said. “We
know the retail paradigm is going to
change,” he said, noting that in the
years ahead the amount of retail space
in the downtown is going to be less
than it is now. “Is it going to be 20
percent less? Thirty percent less?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Join our Team and Help 
Transform our Community… 

One Student at a Time
Union County College seeks innovative, collaborative
and  student-focused candidates who demonstrate a
strong  commitment to the College’s mission of, 
“Transforming Our Community…
One Student at a Time.” 
The personal rewards are endless and the
 benefits are outstanding. Union offers
 competitive salaries for full-time employees
combined with a comprehensive benefits
 package that creates an outstanding total
 rewards package, including dental, vision,
pension and comprehensive medical plans. Union offers
 generous paid time-off, a summer work schedule, and  tuition
remission or reimbursement.   

We invest in our employees’ careers and personal
 development and are proud to offer a variety of programs to
support our mission.

Make a difference in a student’s life.
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www.ucc.edu/jobs
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BOE OK’s Bid

residents for speaking up in support
of the Affordable Care Act as well as
those who took part in marches “to
exercise various Constitutional rights
in a peaceful and constructive way.”

“We will need more of that over the
next four years,” Mr. Hudak said. He
noted that export businesses face the
threat of tariffs while nonprofits ser-
vicing “the most vulnerable” resi-
dents face cuts in federal funding.

“The uncertainty (of funding) is
abominable,” Mr. Hudak said.

He also noted that the WiFi service
will be expanded to six more county
parks, doubling the number of parks
offering the service. These include
Ponderosa in Scotch Plains, Conant
Park in Hillside, the Warinanco Park
boathouse and spray park in Roselle,
Mattano Park and Rizzuto Park in
Elizabeth, and the Watchung Stables.

The freeholders will hold a double
meeting on the Thursday, February 9
with the agenda setting meeting be-
ginning at 7 p.m. followed by the
regular meeting.    There is no meeting
tonight, February 2, as that meeting
was moved to next week.

will be refunded to the capital re-
serve fund.

Science Supervisor Mridula Bajaj
gave the board an update on changes
made to the science curriculum and
two programs being implemented
in the district, Students 2 Science
and Full Option Science System
(FOSS).

In looking to make changes the
science department turned to the
Next Generation Science Standards
(NGSS). These standards seek to
develop a deeper understanding of
science and call for students’ active
engagement in scientific and engi-
neering practices.

 The two major goals for these
standards are educating all students
in science and engineering and pro-
viding foundational knowledge to
support future careers in science,
engineering and technology.

The science and Engineering
Practices ask questions and design
solutions, develop and use models,
plan and carry out investigations,
analyze and interpret data, use math-
ematics and computational think-
ing, construct explanations and de-
sign solutions, engage in argument
from evidence and obtain, evaluate
and communicate information.

Ms. Baja spoke specifically about
problem-based learning activities
being implementing in the class-
room, where young students are
posed with real life problems and
they have to come up with real solu-
tions.

“Instead of treating students as
consumers, we are treating them as
producers,” Ms. Baja told the board.

Previously students were ex-
pected to simply conduct a given
experiment, with the new expecta-
tions students must design their own
experiments.

“We are currently trying to train
students in jobs that are yet to be
developed,” Ms. Bajaj told the
board.

FOSS, a research-based science
curriculum for kindergarten through
grade 8, was already in place in the
district when changes were made.

“We decided to stay with it, and
upgrade it to the next generation”
Ms. Bajaj told the board in regards
to the FOSS program.

Students 2 Science, another pro-
gram that is already a part of the
curriculum, is a program that en-
courages students to pursue careers
in science, technology, engineering
and math (STEM).

The SP-F district created a part-
nership with Students 2 Science In-
corporated in 2013 and as part of
the program 40 eighth-grade stu-
dents are selected and travel to the
lab facility in East Hanover and
“work under the guidance of sci-
ence professionals,” on real experi-
ments, according to Ms. Bajaj.

As a part of this program four
10th and 11th grade students, Briana
McGowan, Danielle Glickstein,
Lindsey Magee and Danasia
McDonald volunteered to go into
the elementary school science
classes and act as mentors in a simi-
lar fashion.

In other business news, the board
approved the proposed 2017-2018
school salendar.

The board also moved to adopt a
resolution recognizing the exten-
sive civil, social and religious con-
tributions made by African-Ameri-
cans, including residents of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood. Students will
have the opportunity to study and
understand black history and the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Planning

board has designated the month of
February Black History Awareness
Month.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA
President Lisa Ciarrocca and sev-
eral students acknowledged and
thanked the board members with a
small gift on behalf of the PTA Coun-
cil.

Board President Nancy Bauer
thanked the PTA for “a wonderful
partnership” and for working with
the board and “supporting all of our
schools and our students.”

There is a Board-PTA Coffee
scheduled for Tuesday, February 7
at Terrill Middle School at 7 p.m.
All are encouraged to attend.

Additionally, a free screening of
Life, Animated is scheduled for
Tuesday, February 21 at The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) at 7 p.m.
Doors open at 6:45 p.m. Those who
would like to attend should RSVP
to mzipkin@jccnj.org.

The next open agenda meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, February
16 at 8 p.m.

Courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
BUDDIES IN SCOTTSDALE...Pretending they can read, Bob Cozzolina of
Westfield is shown with his friends from Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains catching up on news in The Westfield Leader on the golf  course in Scottsdale,
Ariz.

Forty percent less? We don’t know,
but we just need to make sure we look
at our use ordinances and look at
everything we control to see if we
should be doing things to make sure
that Westfield stays one of the pre-
mier destination towns in the state.”

One thing that has changed is re-
strictions on liquor licenses. Westfield
restaurants with controlled licenses
no longer are required to only serve
alcohol to patrons dining at tables.
Those with this type of license, how-
ever, must have at least 50 percent of
their revenue from food.

Also, the town has removed a re-
striction that required license holders
to have 75 percent of their business
done on the first floor. This change
has helped restaurants like Ferraro’s
to have catering on an upper floor
while also attracting Addams Tavern
to Westfield.

“All bars were service bars (under
previous restrictions),” explained
Councilman Della Fera.

The mayor said the previous re-
strictions were “awkward and wasn’t
a good customer experience.”

“We’ve decided to get out of the
business of dictating to business own-
ers how they can run their business —
particularly restaurant owners,” Mr.
Della Fera said.

Also, Mr. Della Fera said the town
council addressed employee parking
permits by offering shorter-term per-
mits for less money while also selling
more permits to free up downtown
parking spots for shoppers.

Also the council extended side-
walk cafe permits by another month
to help restaurants.

The mayor said the town closed
Quimby Street during one of the Sum-
mer jazz festival nights which was
popular and will be done more regu-
larly in the future.

Mr. Heinbokel said the zoning
board has been seeing applications
for more “service-oriented busi-
nesses” such as a nail salon and a
party type of business.

The mayor said that an exercise
business recently opened in the down-
town.

“So I think we are seeing a move
away from your traditional retail to
more service-oriented type of busi-
nesses which I think is consistent with
what other towns are seeing, too. So
its something you can’t buy on the
Internet,” Mr. Heinbokel said.

He noted that those retailers inter-
ested in coming to Westfield tend to
want smaller store spaces.

“There is some school of thought
now that retail space (should) eventu-
ally just become showrooms,” the
mayor added, where customers who
see a product they like would order it
for next day shipping.

Councilwoman Neylan said she
heard from Task Force focus groups
that residents are looking for “gather-
ing spots” such as an activity center
with attractions for kids and adults.

“They are looking for experiences
downtown,” she said. She also said
an eyelash business is doing well,
noting that “women are always look-
ing for new ways to be pampered.”

Mr. Heinbokel said places with
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Downtown Task Force
music or where adults can meet up
with friends for a drink would likely
be draws to the downtown.

“People come to Westfield because
of the schools, the downtown and the
neighborhoods,” the mayor said. “And
so we have to make sure we maintain
all those.”

He said “tens of millions of dol-
lars” have been invested in Westfield
the past few years.

“If Westfield was in such bad shape
I don’t think an entity like the Harvest
Restaurant Group (owner of Addams
Tavern) would invest what I under-
stand to be a couple of million dollars in
that business, nor would an entity like
Trader Joe’s reinvest...a few million
dollars in rebuilding (after the Elm Street
store had to be demolished due to dam-
age from the January 2016 blizzard),”
Mr. Della Fera said. The mayor added
that downtown foot traffic was reduced
while the store was gone as Trader Joe’s
is a “destination place.”

Also Mayor Skibitsky said Urban
Outfitters “is a huge draw to the town.”

In addition, he said in the next year
130 new apartment units will be com-
ing onboard in the downtown. “That’s
what planners say you need. You need
foot traffic.” He said these new resi-
dents will likely not have cars and
will commute by train and use Uber.
“And they want to be close to every-
thing they need. And so Westfield
offers that,” the mayor said.

Ms. Neylan said one store owner
called Westfield “magical,” noting
that those businesses with good prod-
ucts will be successful in the town.
She said chain stores are leaving due
to an “independent decision” by man-
agement because of a national change
in retail.

Mr. Heinbokel said Westfield wants
to maintain a good balance in the
types of stores operating in the busi-
ness district. He noted Westfield has
a downtown supermarket (Stop &
Shop) and a movie theater that can be
reached by foot for those persons
without cars.

“It’s very unique here. You don’t
have that in Cranford. You don’t have
that in Scotch Plains. You don’t have
that in Summit to the same extent,”
Mr. Heinbokel said.

The mayor noted that the town does
not control things like rent rates or the
types of businesses opening, such as
how many pizzerias operate in
Westfield.

“The fact that rents are high in
Westfield relative to other towns is
really a function of supply and de-
mand,” the mayor explained.

“There is always turnover. And
that’s healthy,” he said.

Mr. Della Fera said the town has
had nothing to do with the bankrupt-
cies of stores in town nor the opposi-
tion Stop & Shop has faced from
ShopRite to expand its Elm Street
supermarket or the lawsuit Addams
Tavern is involved in with the
building’s owner.

“The nature of the downtown is
changing to some extent but it’s still a
core of why people like to be here in
addition to the schools and in addi-
tion to the services that are provided,”
Mr. Heinbokel said.

Attorney for the applicant, Steven
Hehl of Hehl and Hehl, said the
renovations are “minor” and the
footprint is not changing. The side
yard setback of 5.7 feet where eight
feet is required currently is non-
conforming. The building coverage
is also expanded by 1.5 percent over
what is allowed, Mr. Hehl said.

In Mr. Hehl’s argument to ap-
prove the application, he said the
lot is undersized for the zone and
the side yard setback exists. The
house renovation includes a canti-
lever in the back of the house that
changes the building coverage.

Theodore Slack, a principal of
Qualified Flips, said the company
purchased the property about six
months ago from a sheriff sale and
the house had mold that he has since
remediated and was in “pretty bad
condition.”

His plan would make the upstairs
a livable space. Currently, there is
no heat or air conditioning and the
ceiling height is “really low,” he
said.

The renovation to the second floor
would add 850 square feet.

“It would make it consistent with
the neighborhood,” Mr. Hehl said.
“It is going to be a great renovation
and improvement to that property.”

Mr. Steigerwald had voiced con-
cerns with fire safety due to the
narrow side yard setback. He asked
if being closer to the neighboring
house could be a cause for concern
of “fire jumping.” The fire depart-
ment had no objections, Mr. Juckes
said.

Leo White, owner of 8 Ranier
Road, was approved 8-1, with Mr.
Sherry objecting, to build a paver
patio in replace of a deck that is in
disrepair. The patio increases im-
pervious coverage and also counts
towards the rear yard setback. The
rear yard setback of the home al-
ready is at 25 feet, the minimum
required. The board required Mr.
White to comply with any
stormwater management program
the borough engineer would recom-
mend for the site.

Two applications were carried.
New Cingular/T-Mobile is to be
carried to Wednesday, February 22
and Verizon to be carried to Wednes-
day, March 22.

Board Agrees to New
Hearing for Application

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – After learning that
proper notification was overlooked
for the application at 1481 East Broad
Street, members of the board of ad-
justment approved plans for a future
meeting.

John Schmidt, Jr., who is repre-
senting the applicants, also known as
Country Classics at Montgomery,
L.L.C., addressed the board on his
client’s behalf. He noted that because
the property is on a Union County
road the county needed to be notified
and it was not.

According to the board’s agenda,
the applicant is proposing to demol-
ish a single-family residence there
and construct a total of six residential
units, located in two separate build-
ings. The applicant is seeking relief
from 11 different variances including
maximum building height, maximum
floor area ratio and maximum cover-
age by improvements.

Residents opposing the applicant
were present at the meeting some of
whom had voiced their concerns re-
garding the proposal in the opinion
section of The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times.

Board President William Heinbokel

noted that the meeting should be
scheduled at an accelerated pace as
the application decision due date is
coming within the next few weeks.

AND THE WINNERS ARE …Student winners in the Essay and Art Contest of
the Martin Luther King Day Interfaith Service pose for a group picture at the
January 16 service at Westfield's Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church.

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plans-Fanwood Times
MAY I HAVE THIS DANCE?…The Westfield Rescue Squad held its 66th annual
dinner-dance and installation of officers at the Woodbridge Renaissance Hotel on
Saturday night.

Planning Bd. Reorganizes;
New Attorney Named

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board held its reorganization meeting
last Wednesday night.

Mark S. Rothman was appointed
as board attorney. He is affiliated
with the law firm Robbins and
Robbins LLP with offices in
Woodbridge and New York City. Mr.
Rothman replaces Nicholas A.
Giuditta III of Giuditta Law in
Westfield.

Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. and
Commissioner Ann Dooley were
sworn in to one-year terms alongside
former mayor Daniel Aschenbach as
alternate one. Christopher Chapman
was also appointed to the board for a
one-year term.

The board also appointed officers
for 2017. Kathleen Murray was
elected chairwoman; Bobbi Ander-
son, vice-chairwoman; Ann
Steinbach, secretary, and Lynda Feder,
alternate secretary.

The board also outlined goals for
2017 at the meeting

Mayor Hannen said the board
should focus on designating and en-
visioning potential developments that
would utilize the MDT building and

the parking lot next to Bar Ameri-
cana, both township-owned proper-
ties. Mayor Hannen said research was
completed and a presentation was
made last year to the board suggest-
ing development possibilities for the
property.

Mayor Hannen placed emphasis
on finding businesses that are an at-
tractive fit for the area and are needed
by Cranford residents. He said the
properties will soon be sold to devel-
opers, but that the board can help
influence what is developed. He said
blindly choosing a retailer would not
be a successful strategy for residents.

Mr. Chapman said a suggestion
board where residents write their opin-
ions on what they think would be
successful in the downtown has
worked with other developmental
projects with which he has assisted.
Ms. Murray agreed with Mr.
Chapman’s concept, saying specifics
will be further developed.

The board agreed that a broader
goal for 2017 is to equalize North
Avenue and South Avenue as desir-
able commerce locations. Ms. Murray
said the board must remain cognizant
of parking outlay and traffic flow
surrounding new developments.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Ask About Limited-Time Incentives During Our National Sales Event 2/4–2/20!**

Open Every Day 11 am–6 pm. Homes available nationwide. Brokers welcome. Prices subject to change without notice. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *One resident must be 55+. **Offer, if any, is valid for new buyers who purchase 
a home and deposit between 2/4/17-2/20/17, sign an agreement of sale, and close on the home.  Offers, incentives, and seller contributions, if any, are subject to certain terms, conditions, and restrictions, including but not 
limited to the availability of home sites.  Toll Brothers reserves the right to change or withdraw an offer at any time.  Not valid with any other offer. Developed by Toll NJ VI, LP

Priced From the upper $700s  |  101 Tillinghast Turn, Scotch Plains, NJ  07076 (Located within the grounds of the Shackamaxon Country Club)  |  908-654-3888

IT’S ALL HERE!  |   Lake & Golf Course Views  |  3 Year Complimentary Social Membership to Shackamaxon Country Club  |  Low-Maintenance Living

First-Floor Master Suites  |  Minutes from major highways, NJT train service, and Westfield Shopping District  |  Quick Move-In Homes Available

ATTACHED CARRIAGE HOMES FOR ACTIVE-ADULTS, 55+ IN SCOTCH PLAINS!

Come See Why Your
Neighbors Are Buying at

Visit Today and Tour our Decorated Model Homes! | EnclaveatShackamaxon.com/WL

Watson Coleman Comments
On Trump ‘Muslim Ban’

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Rutgers President Urges
Passage of BRIDGE Act

Rutgers University President Rob-
ert Barchi has asked students to lobby
for the BRIDGE Act, a bill that would
expand protections for illegal immi-
grant students.

Mr. Barchi has advised students to
send automated letters to their elected
officials urging them to support H.R.
496/S.128, legislation known as the
BRIDGE Act, that would extend the
safety and security of Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) to
undocumented students, a program
started under President Barack Obama.

DACA allows certain undocu-
mented immigrants  who entered the
United States as minors to receive a
renewable two-year period of deferred
action from deportation and eligibility
for a work permit.
Jersey City Holds Rally to Oppose

President Trump Exec. Order
A rally was held Monday night in

Jersey City at the Newark Avenue Pe-
destrian Plaza in support of Jersey
City’s immigrant and Muslim commu-
nities in response to President Donald
Trump’s executive order imposing a
90-day freeze on immigration from
seven countries in the Middle East
including Iran, Iraq and Syria, as well
as a 120-day freeze on the nation’s
refugee program. “Jersey City has al-
ways been a city of immigrants, and
we know that our values cannot be
changed through an executive order,”
Jersey City Mayor Steve Fulop said in
an e-mail blast on Monday.

He noted that Syrian refugees have
been coming to Jersey City since last year.

MADD Vice-President Urges
Passage of Interlock Law

New Jersey resident and attorney
Steven Benvenisti, vice-chairman of
the Mothers Against Drunk Driving
(MADD) National Board of Direc-
tors, has urged New Jersey Assembly
members to pass drunk driving legis-
lation he says has proven to save
lives.

Mr. Benvenisti was nearly killed
by a drunk driver while on Spring
Break while a college student at The
College of New Jersey.

Last week, the New Jersey Assem-
bly Judiciary Committee unanimously
advanced Assembly Bill 4016, which
would make New Jersey the 29th
state to enact an all-offender ignition
interlock law.

“Since January 2010 in New Jersey
with Ricci’s Law, interlocks have been

mandatory for repeat, refusals and
first-time offenders with a blood al-
cohol concentration of .15 or greater.
During this period, more than 39,676
attempts to drive drunk were pre-
vented by an ignition interlock. Un-
der A-4016, all drunk drivers would
be required to use an ignition inter-
lock after serving an initial license
suspension period,” according to a
press release from MADD.

BPU to Consider Overlay for
609 Area Code in South Jersey
The New Jersey Board of Public

Utilities (NJ BPU) has begun the pro-
cess of considering a request filed by
Neustar, the Federal Communications
Commission’s (FCC) designated
North American Numbering Plan
Administrator (NANPA), seeking an
overlay to provide area code relief for
the 609 area code.

The board opened a public com-
ment period to accept written com-
ments until close of business on Mon-
day, February 27, and scheduled a
public hearing to be held at 10 a.m. on
Thursday, February 23, in the Merit
System Room, 1st Floor, 44 South
Clinton Avenue, Trenton, N.J. The
BPU will rule on the petition at a later
board agenda meeting after public
comment has been received and re-
viewed. The overlay would be phased
in over a 15-month period.

Customers would have the option
to continue using the seven-digit dial-
ing pattern for a seven-month period
before it is necessary to switch to the
10-digit pattern. Once the switch is
made, the new area code is predicted
to last 46 years.

Over 1,000 Adoptees Have
Received Birth Records

The Christie Administration has
announced that over the past month,
more than 1,000 adult adoptees have
received birth records from the New
Jersey Department of Health after
submitting applications as part of a
new law that unsealed the documents
dating back to the 1940s.

About 1,900 adoptee application
requests have been received and 558
birth parents requested redactions on
the records.

The new law signed by Governor
Chris Christie in 2014 allowed birth
parents until December 31, 2016 to
submit requests to have their per-
sonal information redacted, such as
their names and addresses, from birth
certificates of the child(ren) they
placed for adoption.

CONGRATULATIONS...Union County Freeholders Linda Carter and Al Mirabella
presented resolutions to members of Team Orange from the Union County Student
Training and Enrichment Program (UC STEP) congratulating them on winning the
2016 Civic Engagement Challenge. They were joined by Union County Economic
Development Director Amy Wagner and department staffer Deana Mesaros.  A
total of 195 sophomore and junior students from 21 high schools throughout Union
County participated in the annual program, which took place in December 2016 at
Kean University in Union. Team Orange’s campaign, “Kans for Kids,” is a
collection project that focuses on the gathering of nutritious canned items that they
turned into “canstruction.” All proceeds benefit the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey. Team Orange included students from Cranford High School, Governor
Livingston High School, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School and Union County
Vocational-Technical High School.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th)
released the following statement
on the effects of President Donald
Trump’s executive order on a tem-
porary immigration ban from
seven countries in the Middle East:

“Rounding out his first full week as
president, Donald Trump continues
to make a mockery of the ideals upon
which our nation was founded. In
addition, his de facto Muslim ban is
contrary to the national security inter-
ests of the United States. His actions
are not only discriminatory and big-
oted, but also reckless, dangerous
and counterproductive to any authen-

tic effort to defeat terrorism. As a
member of the House Homeland Se-
curity Committee, I am concerned
this will only serve to stoke anti-
American resentment across the
globe, including our international
partners committed to eradicating
global terror threats.”

“These irrational actions on his part
give us grave concern about the safety of
both the American public at home, as
well as our citizens, troops and person-
nel abroad. I stand strongly with my
constituents and the American people to
condemn the behavior of President
Trump and his attacks on the very diver-
sity that makes America, the Beautiful.”

Quijano Says Trump’s
Policy Is Anti-American

TRENTON – Assembly Home-
land Security and State Prepared-
ness Committee Chairwoman
Annette Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth)
on Monday issued the following
statement denouncing the Trump
administration’s executive order on
immigration, which she said is fu-
eled by hatred and fear disguised as
public safety.

 “It is disheartening to see what is
happening to this nation of immi-
grants. There is no defending this
policy which pits us against each other

and actually makes us more vulner-
able to potential attacks in the long
run. Turning our backs on refugees
fleeing atrocities at home goes against
the moral fabric of our country. Noth-
ing in this executive order makes
America great.

“The only light in all of this
darkness is the way the masses
have stood up to repudiate the
actions of this administration. It is
clear that this president will not
be shamed into doing the right
thing....”

Bill to Create Business
Advisory Panel Advances

TRENTON – Doing business in
New Jersey will soon become much
easier. Assemblyman Anthony M.
Bucco (R-25th, Randolph) and As-
semblywoman Nancy F. Munoz’s (R-
21st, Summit) bill creating a business
advisory council unanimously passed
the Assembly Commerce and Eco-
nomic Development Committee on
Monday by a 10-to-0 vote.

 “We are always looking for ways
to improve New Jersey’s business
climate,” Asw. Munoz said. “This
council indicates to the business com-
munity that New Jersey is committed
to its success, and will help them be
successful in any way we can.”

The 12-member advisory council
will be part of the Business Action
Center, advising the center and the
state Economic Development Author-
ity on how to improve New Jersey’s
business climate. Members will vary
from small to large businesses in in-
dustries across the state – with at least
three each from North, Central and
South Jersey – and will meet four
times per year.

Lance: Trump Policy
‘Appears Rushed’

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) released the
following on social media in response
to President Donald Trump’s execu-
tive order imposing a 90-day immi-
gration ban on seven countries in the
Middle East including Iran, Iraq and
Syria, and a 120-day freeze on the
nation’s refugee program:

“The Trump Administration has ev-
ery right to be concerned about the safety
and security of the American people.
The first responsibility of the federal
government is to secure the homeland
and keep the American people safe. And
while I do support increased vetting of
individuals applying to travel from coun-
tries with extensive terrorist ties or activ-
ity, the President’s current travel ban
executive order appears rushed and
poorly implemented.

“Reports of green card holders
and those who assisted us in the War
on Terror being denied or delayed
entry into the U.S. is deeply con-
cerning and must be remedied im-
mediately. It is Congress’ role to
amend our immigration laws and I
strongly urge President Trump to
work with legislators to enact a clear,
effective and enhanced vetting and
monitoring process.”

Opioid Addiction Bill
Advances in Trenton
TRENTON – The Assembly Fi-

nancial Institutions and Insurance
Committee advanced legislation on
Monday sponsored by Assembly
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) and Assemblyman
Dave Rible (R-30th, Wall Township)
addressing the opioid epidemic. The
vote was 10-0-1.

The measure (A-3) would elimi-
nate pre-authorizations for covering
inpatient or outpatient substance
abuse treatment for up to six months;
limits initial prescriptions for opioid
medications to five days, and requires
doctors to discuss the dangers of
opioid addiction with patients.

SP-F School Dist. Preschool
Registration to Begin Feb. 15

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public School Dis-
trict will begin accepting preschool
applications for the 2017-2018 school
year on Wednesday, February 15. The
Preschool Program uses the Creative
Curriculum, which fosters children’s
learning through exploration and dis-
covery. Preschool classes are com-
prised of general education students
and students with special needs, as
determined by a district evaluation.

Applicants must be residents of
Scotch Plains or Fanwood. Proof of
residency status and an original birth
certificate will be required for new
students enrolling in the program.
The child’s age as of October 1, 2017
will determine placement in a 3-year-
old or 4-year-old class. Typically, 3-
year-olds attend the morning session
from 8:35 to 11:20 a.m. and 4-year-
olds attend the afternoon session from
12:20 to 3:10 p.m. All classes meet
five days per week.

Tuition for the half-day program
will be $325 per month and spaces
will be reserved on a first-come, first-
served basis. A 10-percent sibling
discount is available.

In addition, free/reduced tuition
may be available for families who
qualify per federal guidelines or a
district review.

Applications will be available at all

district elementary schools and on
the program website, spfk12.org/pre-
school, beginning February 15. Ap-
plications should be mailed to the
Office of State, Federal and Elemen-
tary Programs located at 667
Westfield Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076. For additional information,
contact the office at (908) 889-8600,
extension no. 3302, or
preschool@spfk12.org.
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3299Johnnie Walker
Red

Prices effective:
2/1/17 - 2/7/17

1.75 L

Fireball
CINNAMON WHISKEY

2799

Wines &  SpiritsWines &  Spirits
ShopRite

Tito’s Vodka 
HANDMADE

2999
1.75 L

Jameson
Irish Whiskey

4999
1.75 L

Captain Morgan
Spiced Rum 2599

1.75 L

 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI    SAT

     1 2 3 4
 5 6 7

FEBRUARY 2017

Jack Daniel’s
FIRE, HONEY, BLACK

4499
1.75 L

Bacardi Rum
 

1999
LIGHT, DARK OR

SELECT

1.75 L

Absolut Vodka
REG. 80 PROOF

2999
1.75 L

1800
Tequila 3999REPOSADO,

SILVER OR
COCONUT 1.75 L

1.75 L

Mionetto
BRUT PROSECCO .....1299 Korbel

BRUT, X-DRY, ROSE .....1199

Blu
Prosecco

1099
750 ML

Veuve
Clicquot

BRUT

4599
750 ML

SPARKLING & PROSECCO

750 ML 750 ML

Beringer California
Main & Vine

ALL TYPES

999

Yellow Tail
ALL TYPES

1199
1.5 L

Zuccotti
ALL TYPES

699
1.5 L

Concha y Toro
FRONTERA, ALL TYPES

899
1.5 L

3 L

1.5 L

Cavit
ALL TYPES

1399BIG SIZE
SAVINGS
 WINE
BIG SIZE
SAVINGS
 WINE

Liberty Creek
ALL TYPES

799
1.5 L

Black Box
ALL TYPES

2199 Cockburn’s SPECIAL RESERVE 1399

Cockburn’s FINE RUBY/TAWNY 1099Papi  
Sangria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 799

1.5 L

OPICI  
HOMEMADE BARBERONE . . . . . . 1299

3 L

750 ML

750 ML

1.5 L

DESSERT WINES

Foxhollow
ALL TYPES

599
750 ML

Meiomi
PINOT NOIR

1999
750 ML

Noble Vines
ALL TYPES

1099
750 ML

Dreaming 
Tree

ALL TYPES

1199
750 ML

Benziger ALL 750 ML

•  CABERNET 
SAUVIGNON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1599

•  MERLOT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1299

•  CHARDONNAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1199

Marlo
ALL TYPES

1099
750 ML

Beringer Founders
ALL TYPES

899
750 ML

Josh Cellars
ALL TYPES

1299
750 ML

Columbia Crest 
Grand Estates

ALL TYPES

999
750 ML

1399

Pinot
Noir

SAUVIGNON BLANCS

Kim Crawford

1399
750 ML

Brightlands

1199
750 ML

Villa Maria

1199
750 ML

GAME DAY BEER SPECIALS!
 12-OZ. NR BTLS., LIGHT OR

• Corona Extra

 12-OZ. NR BTLS., LIGHT OR  
 REGULAR

• Heineken

 12 -12-OZ. NR BTLS.

• Modelo Especial

12-12-OZ. NR BTLS.

Samuel Adams
Lager

1599
12-PK.1499

12-PK.

Your
Choice!

THE ITEMS BELOW 
ARE ON SALE!Sunrise Cellars 

the Wine Department at ShopRite 
Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE 
CONTROLLED  
WINE CELLAR Debit

Cards

333 South Ave. East, Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.
For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Feb. 1 thru Tues., Feb. 7, 2017. We reserve the right

to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only. MOST STORES ACCEPT:
Debit
CardsVisit us online at... shoprite.com/winesandspirits

Discounts
Available On:

(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

    Catch our...

 BIG GAMESavings!
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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the Editor

GW Council Will Hold
Public Budget Meeting

As the chair of the Finance Commit-
tee, I am excited to announce that the
first ever “Breaking Down the Budget”
Town Hall meeting will take place on
Tuesday, February 7 at 7 p.m. at the
Lincoln School all-purpose room. I am
proud to lead this meeting, which is the
brainchild of Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock and Councilman Marc
Lazarow. As they campaigned last fall,
they heard many questions from resi-
dents about their tax bills, the budget
structure, and the effects of adding and
removing line items. And so, the Bor-
ough Council unanimously backed their
idea of bringing even more transparency
to our budget and the budget process
through this Town Hall meeting.

Our Administrator, CFO, and audi-
tors will be present at the meeting to
explain different aspects of the budget
and to answer resident questions. Some
of the topics we will cover are a break-
down of the tax bill, N.J.’s 2 percent cap,
fund balance (also known as surplus),
the various sections of the budget, and
more. Following our presentation, the
public will get a chance to ask questions
and share their ideas.

The “Breaking Down the Budget”
Town Hall will be a great kick-off to the
budget process as an earlier way of hear-
ing your thoughts. It will enable the
Council to speak in-depth about a very
important piece of legislation that sets
the guidelines for how Garwood will
operate over the year. Most importantly,
it gives us another opportunity to hear
some feedback from you, the citizens. I
encourage everyone to attend on Febru-
ary 7th and I ask that you get the word
out about the Town Hall to all of your
friends and neighbors. Let’s break down
the budget together!

Sara Todisco
Garwood Council President

Demonstrators Are Hard to Follow,
Sounds Shady to Writer

I went to Vine on North Avenue to pick
up some groceries Wednesday evening.
On the other side of the street were per-
haps 30 demonstrators with signs about
ObamaCare. Since over half of the “in-
surance” centers Obama sent up and gave
seed money (your and my tax money) to
(health care exchanges) that have failed
and the other half are at the deaths door
(and bleeding money badly), I’m con-
fused as to what their (the demonstrators)
beef is? Something had to be done as the
entire system was going belly up.

Were they looking for a difference
form of government, like socialism or
communism where the government pays
for everything? Europe and the Soviet
Union tried that and failed miserably.
Even Margaret Thatcher said, “Socialism
is great until you run out of other people’s
money.”

They (the demonstrators) also had two
years prior to the election to voice their
opinion (and I heard nothing).

Then they had four months from the
election to again make their voices heard

(and I heard nothing). Some then talked
about the Electoral College not being
fair. It’s been in existence for 240 years.
If they had wanted to change it, should
they not have waited until today? Was it
perhaps since they lost, they now want to
change the rules?

There is also origin help, free bus trans-
portation and temporary housing pay-
ments for demonstrators (and direct pay-
ments to some who want to demonstrate).
Some demonstrators who went to Saint
Louis and Baltimore still say they have
not been paid. Who is behind this funding
effort, and why (I don’t have any an-
swers)? Perhaps MSM (main stream me-
dia) might be able to delve into this and
find some answers? Are there “key words”
with no substantiating value that are stir-
ring their passion?

Why would anyone want to align them-
selves with something shady like that (I
don’t have any answers)?

Carl Swenson
Westfield

We Hope The Cranford Zoning Board
Will Reject Proposed Application

March In Westfield Deserved Better
Job With Real News Coverage

I was very disappointed that your
Januaty 26, 2017 paper did not have a real
headline about the March in Westfield.
Having grown up in Mountainside and
Westfield and lived most of my life in and
around town -- the Protest March is surely
the largest march I have even seen in
town and you should do it justice of
making that known to your readers. Per-
haps a bold headline.... largest protest
march in Westfield’s history is one idea
but certainly something more than a photo
on the side that did not really capture the
impact.

Week after week I read Representative
Leonard Lance’s press releases in your
paper, which mimic the anti-President
Obama rhetoric and now we have a March
in town and right to his office, and there
is not one word from our Representative
in your paper this week nor an article
getting comments from him.

Representative Lance - where do you
stand on this new administration exactly?

Are you for affordable healthcare, public
education, the environment and equal
rights? What have you specifically done
to help these issues beside criticize this
last administration? Are you going to
support the repeal of the Affordable
Healthcare Act without another plan in
place? Are you supporting these pipe-
lines nationally and locally?

Coverage of this March is very impor-
tant for everyone one should know these
Marches across the country were perhaps
the largest in our great country’s history
and the issues contained in these protests
cannot wait four years. If we are to posi-
tively move forward then the issues must
be covered in the press locally and na-
tionally so all (Representatives included)
know what is going on. I am a great fan of
The Westfield Leader but time for us all to
do a better job with real news coverage.

Todd Evans
Mountainside

We, Keep Cranford Quaint, are urging
area residents to attend the final and decid-
ing Cranford Zoning Board meeting sched-
uled for Monday, February 6 at 8 p.m. This
meeting will be held at the Cranford Mu-
nicipal Building on Springfield Avenue.
We are opposing the zoning application
and 17 variances needed by a 7-Eleven
convenience store proposed for the site
located at the intersection of South Av-
enue and Lincoln Avenue.

The zoning variances will have signifi-
cant negative impacts to the residents of
Cranford. Twenty-four hour light and
noise pollution will directly impact the
surrounding residential homes. Traffic
and safety issues will also impact all

residents of Cranford. The loss of neigh-
borhood character and residential prop-
erty values are also of great concern.

The fact that this 7-Eleven convenience
store needs 17 variances speaks volumes
in itself. That means 17 variations, diver-
gences, conflicts and deviations from the
rules set in place by our township and the
Cranford Master Plan.

We hope that the Cranford Zoning
Board will reject this proposed applica-
tion. So, please attend this hearing, sup-
port Keep Cranford Quaint and voice
your concerns on February 6th.

Phyllis Kivett-Howard
Cranford

Re Executive Orders on Immigration;
Extremely Angered, Displeasured

Dear Rep. Lance: I am writing as an
attorney but first and foremost as a con-
stituent to express my extreme displea-
sure, anger and disappointment regard-
ing your failure to strongly oppose the
recent executive orders on immigration
including the ban on immigrant from
seven Muslim-majority countries. I wel-
come your decision to issue a statement
on the matter but Democrats and Repub-
licans alike must stand up for what is right
and condemn President Trump’s execu-
tive order.

As an attorney, I have reached out to
your office on several occasions to help
my clients, and your constituent liaison,
Bobbi Goodman, was helpful and sym-
pathetic to the plight of people in your
district trying to remain in the U.S. to
create a better life and contribute to soci-
ety. I thank you for your assistance in that
regard for which I am extremely grateful.
My clients, some of them Muslim, run
businesses, pay taxes, have children in
our school system, employ Americans,
and invent software you use every day.
Some of them are married to American
citizens, have lived here for 20 years, and
have children in our school systems. I
would like to believe that you would like
to do the right thing for all immigrants
and citizens. As a constituent, I am a
Jewish American in your district with
relatives who perished in the Holocaust,
with friends and neighbors affected by
this myopic, ill conceived, hateful ban.
We are all immigrants in this country.
That is why I am writing today to ask you
to do the following immediately:

Forcefully call out the Muslim ban for

what it is – an illegal, immoral, misguided
religious test that is the antithesis of ev-
erything the U.S. stands for. It is an
astounding and unforgivable abandon-
ment of our principles as a nation.

Forcefully state that in addition to be-
ing “rushed” and “poorly implemented,”
this ban will make us less safe. It plays
directly into the hands of terrorists by
isolating moderate Muslims, angering our
allies around the world and giving our
would-be attackers ammunition for their
cause by stoking anti-Western rhetoric.

Forcefully state that the ban is not
“required” by national security because it
randomly targets countries without any
review of actual data, circumstances or
facts and is therefore unconstitutional.

Forcefully state that our country does
not engage in religious tests for admis-
sion.

Forcefully state that you will work to
uphold our constitutional values and work
immediately to reverse this ban.

Forcefully state that the decision to
limit refugee admission – already a nearly
two-year long vetting process – ignores
international obligations and will lead to
increased and unconscionable numbers
of deaths of people who could be saved
by our generosity and morality.

Forcefully state that in the shadow of
International Holocaust Remembrance
Day, we must learn from the lessons of
history not to turn our backs on those
fleeing persecution on the basis of reli-
gion, nationality, or ethnic origin.

Laurie Woog
Westfield

More letters on 17, 18

Ground Hog Day Scandals
ChuckGate, Punxsutawney Prattle
Our investigative committee with the help of

wikipedia conducted an independent, non-partisan
review of Ground Hog Day. There have been many
whistle-pig pretenders to the throne and the celebra-
tion is not without its “ChuckGate” scandals.

Our Canadian friends were the center of the infa-
mous 1999 scandal involving their own 22-year-old
Wiarton Willie. Residents of Bruce County found
that their Marmot had passed away 2 days before the

February 2 celebration. Event organizers, coureur
de bois, presented Willie in a coffin dressed in a
tuxedo with a carrot between his paws.

“A scandal ensued when it became known that the
real Willie had in fact decomposed, and the body in
the coffin was that of an older, stuffed groundhog.”

Closer by, Staten Island Chuck (Charles G. Hogg)
became prominent in 2009. Chuck didn’t get along
with New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg. He bit
the mayor during his visit to the zoo. The annual
visits by the mayor have since withered away.

In 2014 NY Daily News, “Mayor de Blasio might

not have killed the groundhog, but he may have put
an end to a popular tradition. Following the shadowy
death of Charlotte — who was subbing for her
sleeping brother Chuck — a week after the mayor
dropped her on Groundhog Day, Staten Island Zoo
officials are mulling a hands-off-the-critter policy.”

There’s little dispute though that the premier land-
beaver is Punxsutawney Phil. Even Bill Murray
whole-heartedly agrees, but is it not a scandal that
most of the 1993 movie, Groundhog Day, was filmed
in Illinois, not Pennsylvania? Perhaps not a hullaba-
loo, Phil has been snarling traffic in the region every
February 2 for decades (officially since 1887) when
as many as 40,000 visitors pack the small town.

“On February 2nd, Phil comes out of his burrow
on Gobbler’s Knob, in front of thousands of faithful
followers from all over the world, to predict the
weather for the rest of the winter. According to
legend, if Punxsutawney Phil sees his shadow, there
will be six more weeks of winter weather. If he does
not see his shadow, there will be an early spring.”
(groundhog.org).

Promoters say Phil has been correct in his predic-
tions as much as 80 percent of the time. Naysayers
contend Phil has only been correct 34 percent - the
statistical expectation.

Well, it’s cold (no snow) here in Westfield and we
yearn for Phil not to see his shadow. Regardless of
the odds, our sure sign of spring comes when Canada
Geese fly into the area and nest at Mindowaskin
Park.

Happy Ground Hog Day everyone.

www.groundhog.org/

Court Ruling on Affordable
Housing Is Mess for Towns

Local towns are assessing the impact after the latest
New Jersey Supreme Court affordable-housing man-
date. In its latest ruling, the court says towns must build
some 200,000 affordable-housing units to make up for
the past 16 years when the court said the state failed to
address housing for low-come families and the dis-
abled.

App.com has reported that per the 1970s Mount
Laurel court decision, towns are not allowed to zone
land in a manner that excludes the poor. Between
1999-2015, the Council On Affordable Housing
(COAH) fell apart, leaving towns without rules or
numbers to follow. Now it appears that COAH’s fail-
ure has fallen onto the backs of towns throughout the
state. The state’s highest court, once again, mistakenly
thinks it is the legislative branch. One lawmaker
correctly called it “an activist court.”

Over the next few weeks and months, depending on
how long it takes us to compile this information, we will
be publishing a multi-part series discussing the impact
affordable housing will have on the local towns we
serve. Both Westfield and Scotch Plains as well as other
towns are in negotiations with developers and the Fair
Share Housing Center, the non-profit advocacy group
that has taken the lead in enforcing Mount Laurel
obligations since the court took over regulating afford-
able housing from COAH in 2015.

One big change in affordable housing is the elimina-
tion of Regional Contribution Agreements (RCAs) where
towns could transfer part or most of their affordable-
housing allocations to cities such as Elizabeth and
Linden. That change, in our view, has caused dense
housing developments being built locally. In exchange
for a percentage of affordable units for rent or purchase
to meet a town’s affordable-housing allocation, devel-
opers are able to build significantly more units than a
town would normally approve. In our opinion, this only
creates suburban sprawl with crowded roadways, in-
creased demand on emergency services and more kids
in local schools. Who pays for this? Local taxpayers.

Fanwood reached an agreement in July 2016 with
affordable-housing advocates to include 218 reduced-
cost units within any new development designated for
multi-family residences in the borough over the next 10
years. The number represents about 70 percent of what

was sought by the Fair Share Housing Center. Garwood
has reached a settlement on its allocation and we have
filed an OPRA (Opening Public Records Act) for that
information which the borough clerk/administrator has
said will be sent to us once it is completed.

Scotch Plains Township Manager Al Mirabella has
told us the township is in negotiations with the Fair
Share Housing Center in an effort to come up with a
number on affordable housing units that is acceptable to
both the Center and the township. He has promised to
talk to us at length once the township reaches a settle-
ment in this matter. Likewise, Westfield Town Admin-
istrator Jim Gildea has said he and Mayor Andy Skibitsky
will sit down with us to discuss the impact in Westfield.

In Cranford, Riverfront at Cranford Station is being
represented by Piazza & Associates Inc., which handles
affordable housing compliance with developers.
Riverfront has closed its affordable-housing waiting list
due to what Piazza & Associates says on their website
is “overwhelming demand.” According to the New
Jersey Housing Resource Center, rents at Riverfront for
a low-income three-bedroom unit are $999 to $1,240.
Low-income restrictions are $40,777 for a three-person
household; $45,307 for four-person household; $48,932
for a five-person household; and $52,932 for a six-
person household.

For a two-bedroom moderate income housing unit at
Riverfront the maximum income is $65,242 for a three-
person household; $72,492 for a four-person house-
hold; $78,291 for a five-persons household; and $84,090
for a six-person household.

In Westfield, town ordinance 1099 from 2013 says,
“the maximum sales price shall be affordable to house-
holds earning no more than 70 percent of median
income, and each affordable development must achieve
an affordability average of 55 percent for (income)
restricted units” per the state’s Uniform Housing
Affordability Controls.

Of the 70 apartment units currently being constructed
at South and Central Avenues in Westfield, nine of those
units are said to be affordable units.

It is obvious that developers and lawyers are making
out like bandits as the courts seem to be favoring devel-
opers. The one thing that is clear to us is that affordable
housing in New Jersey is a manipulative mess.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Chyme – Partly digested food
2. Spoffle – To worry about small

things or trifles
3. Liphaemia – Blood deficiency
4. Manavelins – Leftovers; odds and

ends

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SAPOROUS
1. Of or having taste or flavor
2. Shameful; corrupt
3. Tenative; timid
4. Porous; leaky

PLANCHET
1. A parasitic worm such as the tape-

worm
2. A slaughterhouse for cattle
3. A flat piece of metal ready to be

stamped as a coin
4. A small European hawk

SOLDAN
1. A woman’s dressing gown or negli-

gee
2. A sultan or any Moslem ruler or

prince
3. Utter dismay; astonishment
4. A narrow pathway; a foot path

ANTHROPOPHAGY
1. Memory loss; amnesia
2. Arthritis of the pelvis and lumbar

vertebrae
3. Cannibalism
4. A process of cleansing the body;

fasting

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org
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Voted                                     RETAILER of the YEAR!

Our favorites from Stew Leonard’s Food Store 
While Supplies Last!  Springfield Store Only!

SAVE $3

LB. 

direct from 
norwayrao’s

marinara 
JUMBO 

32 oz. 

extra 
large  

peanuts
20 oz. 

JARLSBERG
CHEESE

Chicken 
chili

with Beans 
32 oz.

ea. 

SAVE $2

O F  S P R I N G F I E L D

W I N E S  &  S P I R I T S

FOLLOW US ON

BIG GAME SAVINGS!

BOGLE
Cabernet

$7.68

TOASTED 
HEAD

Chardonnay

$7.98

JOSH
Cabernet

$12.18

KENDALL 
JACKSON 

Chardonnay 

$12.18

19 CRIMES
The Banished 

Red 

$8.18

MEIOMI
Pinot Noir

SALE 
$19.99

LA CREMA
Chardonnay 

$16.08

APOTHIC
Red 

$9.38

KRIS
Pinot Grigio 

$9.78

SIMI
Chardonnay 

$12.18

WOODBRIDGE ............$10.48  
BAREFOOT .................$10.48
CALISE Pinot Grigio 

....................$9.98 save $2  
BERINGER 
White Zinfandel ...........$8.58  
RUFFINO Chianti ........$13.28 
YELLOW TAIL .............$11.48

TITO’S Vodka 1.75Lt ............. $29.09
BACARDI Light 1.75Lt .......... $19.19  
DEWAR’S Whisky 1.75Lt ...... $32.09
SMIRNOFF 1.75Lt .................. $19.29  
JOHNNIE WALKER  
Black 1.75Lt ........................... $59.09  
SVEDKA Vodka 1.75Lt .......... $19.29 
TANQUERAY Gin 1.75Lt ........ $34.09
JACK DANIELS 1.75Lt........... $44.09  
GREY GOOSE 1.75Lt ............. $49.09
CAPTAIN MORGAN 1.75Lt .... $25.09 

SPIRITS SPECIALSMAGNUMS! ALL 1.5L

OSKAR BLUES Dales Pale 12 pk cans .$16.99  
LAGUNITAS IPA 6 pk btls  ......................$9.99
SAM ADAMS Boston Lager 12 pk btls $14.99  
FOUNDERS All Day IPA 15 pk cans .......  $16.99 
VICTORY Golden Monkey 6 pk btls ......$10.00
FAT TIRE 6 pk btls ...................................$8.99

BUD & BUD Light 30 pk cans ..............$21.10 
COORS Light Loose btls  .................... $18.10
LANDSHARK NR 12 pk btls ................  $12.99 
BUD Light Lime 12 pk btls .................... $12.99
BLUE MOON NR 12 pk btls ................  $14.99
MILLER Lite 30 pk cans........................$21.10

STELLA ARTOIS 12 pk btls  ................$14.99
AMSTEL Light 12 pk btls .....................$13.99
CORONA Loose btls ............................ $27.10  
HEINEKEN Loose btls .........................  $27.10 
MODELO Especial 6 pk btls .................  $7.99
GUINNESS 4 pk cans ..............................$6.99

CRAFT         DOMESTIC       IMPORTED

CAVIT Pinot Grigio

SALE $13.09

CLICK
& pickup
at StewsWines.com

CLICK
& pickup

new!

  HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 9 TO 9  
SUNDAY 12 TO 6

EFFECTIVE THRU FEBRUARY 7, 2017 

SPRINGFIELD, NJ 
901 MOUNTAIN AVENUE 

908-379-2930
We’re between Route 22 and  
Mountain Ave. in Echo Plaza,  

next to Outback.  Only 4 miles west  
of the Garden State Parkway  
and three miles south of I-78. 

The Stew Leonard’s Mark is a registered 
trademark of Stew Leonard’s,  

a Connecticut partnership and is  
registered in the United States. 

EACH STORE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED 
AND OPERATED. IT IS NOT PART OF ANY 

CHAIN OR COOPERATIVE BUYING GROUP.

SIGN-UP &  SAVE
with our weekly emails 

go to...  StewsWines.com

TORTILLA 
CHIPS

& 
SALSA
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Scotch Plains Library Posts
Book Club Meeting Dates

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library has
announced the dates for upcoming
meetings of its book clubs.

The Evening Book Club will meet
on Monday, February 6, at 7 p.m.,
to discuss “Fates and Furies” by
Lauren Groff. An examination of a

marriage, it also is a portrait of a
creative partnership. Every story has
two sides. Every relationship has
two perspectives. And sometimes,
it turns out, the key to a great mar-
riage is not its truths but its secrets.

The Afternoon Book Club will
meet on Tuesday, February 21, at 1
p.m., to discuss “Common People:
In Pursuit of My Ancestors” by
Alison Light. In the last weeks of
her father’s life, Ms. Light em-
barked on an attempt to trace the
history of her family as far back as
she could reasonably go. The re-
sult is an account of the lives of
everyday people, of the tough de-
cisions and hard work, the good
luck and bad breaks that chart the
course of a life.

These book clubs are free and
open to the public. For more infor-
mation, go to scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or
stop by the library Reference Desk.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

‘Lincoln Center Local’ Set
For Saturday at Library

WESTFIELD — As a partner in the
“Lincoln Center Local: Free Screen-
ings Series,” the Westfield Memorial
Library will launch the 2017 series
with the New York Philharmonic Open-
ing Night 2015 this Sat-
urday, February 4, at 2
p.m. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street.

This is a screening of
the New York Philhar-
monic Opening Night
2015, which was per-
formed at David Geffen
Hall on September 24,
2015, with musical di-
rector Alan Gilbert, the
New York Philharmonic
and piano virtuoso Lang
Lang. They opened the
classical music season
with two beloved works:
Grieg’s Piano Concerto and
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 7.

“We are happy we can continue to
bring world-class performances to the
library, as the previous performances
have been so well attended,” said
Library Director Phil Israel. “Our goal
is to continue to enrich the lives of our
patrons with high-quality arts pro-
gramming in their own backyard.”

The Free Screening Series is funded
through support from the Oak Foun-
dation, Altman Foundation and Booth

Ferris Foundation.
The screenings are free and open to

Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 43 libraries

that are part of the
Middlesex Union Recip-
rocal Agreement Librar-
ies. Interested persons
are advised to visit the
Westfield Memorial
Library’s website,
wmlnj.org, and click on
the “About Us” tab to
see if their library par-
ticipates. To register for
the program on Saturday,
visit wmlnj.org and click
on the Online Calendar,
or call (908) 789-4090,
option 0.

Westfield Memorial
Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Sat-
urday, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.
The library will be closed Monday,
February 20, for Presidents’ Day.

For more information about library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Lang Lang

WARMTH IN WINTER...Adults and children enjoy warming up around a
campfire, toasting marshmallows and sipping hot chocolate as part of the Trailside
Nature and Science Center’s February Festivities programs.

Families Can Enjoy Fun
In February at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – Families are
invited for February Festivities at the
Trailside Nature and Science Center
during the Presidents’ Day holiday.

Highlighting Presidents’ Day on
Monday, February 20, will be a 1:30
p.m. matinee entitled “Professor W.’s
Earth Science Circus” presented by
the Grand Falloons and sponsored by
Union County Clean Communities.
This program is recommended for
children age 4 and up. Space is lim-
ited and tickets go on sale at 1 p.m. on
February 20 at the Visitor Service
Desk. No strollers will be permitted.
The fee is $5 per person and $4 for
senior citizens.

Additionally on February 20, visi-
tors will have the opportunity to
meet “Curby,” Union County’s new,
fun and interactive Recycling Ro-
bot, from 12:30 to 3 p.m., in
Trailside’s lobby. Curby is a fully-
animated robot that moves, speaks,
listens and plays music.

“The Journey of Sap to Syrup” will
take place from 11 a.m. to noon on
Saturday, February 18, and again on
Monday, February 20. Participants will
learn the process of how 100-percent
real maple syrup is made from the sap
of the sugar maple tree, including what
equipment is needed to collect sap.
They also will take a walk to see a
tapped sugar maple tree and have an
opportunity to take part in a taste test
to see if they can identify the real thing.

“Animal Clue Winter Walk and
Campfire” will be offered from 3 to 4
p.m. on Saturday, February 18, and
again on Monday, February 20. Par-
ticipants will go on a winter walk in
search of animal tracks, nibbled twigs
and other signs that indicate wildlife
has visited. A campfire with hot choco-
late and marshmallows will follow.

A “Kindling Kit” workshop will be

featured on Saturday, February 18,
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., during which
families will gather sticks, twigs, holly,
evergreen sprigs and pine cones to
create a kit that is both decorative and
useful to get a fire started.

The fee for “The Journey of Sap
to Syrup,” “Animal Clue Winter
Walk” and “Kindling Kits” is $5 per
person for residents of Union
County and $6 per person for out-
of-county residents. For additional
information about February Festivi-
ties, winter workshops and special
events, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road, Mountainside, and is a service
of the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders.

A new online registration system
designed to make access to parks and
recreation services easy and conve-
nient has been adopted. Individuals
may register online at ucnj.org/trailside
to create an account and password.

Mountainside Library Lists
Programs For February

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
scheduled multiple programs for
the month of February. Patrons
are advised that the library will be
closed on Monday, February 20,
in observance of Presidents’ Day.

Tuesday Night Movies will begin
February 7 with A Man Called Ove
(2016, PG-13), followed by Sully
(2016, PG-13) on February 14,
Snowden (2016, R) on February 21
and The Magnificent Seven (2016,
PG-13) on February 28. Show times
are 6:30 p.m. for A Man Called Ove
and Sully, and 6 p.m. for Snowden
and The Magnificent Seven due to
their length.

Brown Bag Academy: The Great
Courses series will continue on Mon-
days in February, except for February
20, at 1:15 p.m. with “The Founda-
tions of Western Civilization” pre-
sented by Thomas Noble, Ph.D. of the
University of Notre Dame. Partici-
pants are invited to bring their lunch.
Coffee, tea and cookies will be served.

A “Valentine Card Workshop” will
be held tomorrow, Friday, February
3, from 1 to 4:30 p.m. Members of the
community are invited to drop in when
they can to make one-of-a-kind Val-
entines for someone special. Chil-
dren will need an adult helper. There
will be cards to make for preschoolers
through adults. Interested persons are
asked to call the library at (908) 233-
0115 or (908) 233-0116 to register so
that the library has enough supplies
on hand.

“Medicare Workshop: Basics for
Boomers” will take place this Saturday,
February 4, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Presented by Neil Berger, this
seminar is designed for those approach-
ing Medicare eligibility within the next
few years or individuals who are a
caregiver for, or the adult child of,
someone approaching Medicare eligi-
bility. Attendees will learn what Medi-
care covers, when to apply, penalties

for late enrollment and the various op-
tions available. Mr. Berger is not affili-
ated with a financial organization, nor
is he selling a service or product.

The Friday Operas on Film Series
will be presented February 10 at 1
p.m. Sponsored by the T. Robel Hill
Foundation and presented by Mena
Clemson, this month’s offering is a
1978 recording of L’Orfeo by Claudio
Monteverdi. Philippe Huttenlocher
(Orfeo) and Dietlinde Turban
(Euridice) perform and the
Monteverdi Ensemble of the Zürich
Opera House is conducted by
Nikolaus Harnoncourt.

Additional programs are planned
for later in the month. To register
for programs at the library, visit the
library or call (908) 233-0115 or
(908) 233-0116. The Mountainside
Public Library is located at 1 Con-
stitution Plaza.

AARP Chapter 4137
To Meet Monday

WESTFIELD AREA — The
Westfield Area Chapter 4137 of
AARP will meet next on Monday,
February 6, at 1 p.m., at St. John’s
Baptist Church Hall, located on Morse
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Program Chairwoman Ilse
Heinemeyer has arranged for
Amanda Gaynor from Arista Care to
be the guest speaker. Ms. Gaynor
will explain the many services her
organization provides, and her talk
for senior citizens will concentrate
on preventing falls.

If there is a question about the meet-
ing being held because of inclement
weather, call Mrs. Heinemeyer at (908)
322-1788. As the Westfield Food Pan-
try is the chapter’s main charitable
endeavor, members are asked, if they
are able, to bring a non-perishable
food item or a personal item, such as
toothpaste or tissues, to the meeting.
These will be donated to the Food
Pantry, which is housed at Holy Trin-
ity Interparochial School.

The business meeting will follow
the program. Refreshments and fel-
lowship will conclude the meeting.

Beekeeping on Tap
At Library Feb. 9

SCOTCH PLAINS — A. Gary
Schilling, economist and avid bee-
keeper, will give an overview of
beekeeping and the importance of
honeybees during a presentation on
Thursday, February 9, at 7 p.m., at
the Scotch Plains Public Library.

Mr. Schilling will bring some of
his beekeeping equipment for “show
and tell,” and there will be time for
questions after the presentation. Mr.
Schilling currently is on the board
of Project Apis m., the major sup-
porter of research into honeybee
maladies in North America.

This program is free and open to
the public, but advance registration is
recommended. For more information
or to register, visit scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township. Concert to ‘Showcase’

Young Performers
PLAINFIELD — Crescent Con-

certs will present the “Showcase for
Exceptional Young Artists” on Sun-
day, February 26, at 3 p.m., at the
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church. The church is located at
716 Watchung Avenue, Plainfield.

This concert features talented
young musicians, ages 18 and un-
der, chosen by competitive audi-
tion. The annual “Showcase” has
been one of the most popular offer-
ings by Crescent Concerts over the
years. Tickets are $5 to $20. For
more information, call (908) 756-
2468 or visit crescentconcerts.org.

Bears Ears Monument
To Be Sierra Topic

AREA — The Sierra Club
Loantaka Group will present Debbie
Young, Sierra Club Utah Issues co-
ordinator, at its meeting on Wednes-
day, February 8, from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

Ms. Young will talk about her
fight to promote the establishment
of the Utah Bears Ears National
Monument. She will have many pic-
tures to share.

The meeting will take place at the
Library of the Chathams, located at
214 Main Street, Chatham. It is free
and open to the public. For more
information, call (908) 233-2414.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

Karen Fishman Consulting, LLC.
BS Accounting, MBA, QuickBooks certified

Bookkeeping for Small Businesses

• Maintain ongoing accounting

• Spot trends

• See opportunities

• Think strategically

• Understand cashflow

karen@karenfishmanconsulting.com

917-863-5899

www.karenfishmanconsulting.com

Spreadsheet Modeling for Businesses and Individuals

• Organize and analyze data

• Prepare and evaluate budgets

• Job cost analysis

• Cost/benefit analysis

• Financial analysis

• Excel tutoring

CRANFORD
KEEP

 QUAINT
Say NO to 7/11 @ South and Lincoln

Monday 2/6 @ 8 PM
Hearing at Municipal Building

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Celebrates Children’s
Dental Health Month

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Museum to Feature
Kids Valentine Event
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Historical Society will present a
Children’s Valentine’s Day Activity
on Sunday, February 12, from 2 to 4
p.m. It will take place at the Crane-
Phillips House Museum, located at
124 North Union Avenue, Cranford.
The program will begin at 2:15 p.m.

Families will have an opportu-
nity to make a small Valentine
wreath. Admission is free but do-
nations are greatly appreciated.
Space is limited so reservations
are required. To reserve a seat, call
the Historical Society’s office at
(908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Established in 1927, the Cranford
Historical Society, a non-profit orga-
nization, has been dedicated to the
preservation and perpetuation of
Cranford’s history. To learn more,
visit  the organization’s website at
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.
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FELLOWSHIP...Attendees enjoy the company of fellow Perpetual Adoration
Adorers during last year’s celebration of the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes and the
anniversary of the Adoration Chapel. The congregation is preparing for this
year’s celebration on Saturday, February 11. All are welcome.

OLL to Honor Feast Day,
Chapel Anniversary

MOUNTAINSIDE — The parish
community of Our Lady of Lourdes
will celebrate the Feast of Our Lady
of Lourdes and the 17th anniversary
of its Perpetual Adoration Chapel on
Saturday, February 11, with a Mass
at 5 p.m., to be followed by a light
supper in the church hall.

The Main Celebrant and Homilist
will be the Reverend Chris Ciccarino,
a former parishioner of the Our Lady
of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church,
who now is Associate Dean for Semi-
nary and Academic Studies at Seton
Hall’s School of Theology.

The Adoration Chapel first opened
on February 11, 2000, and has re-
mained a place where the faithful
visit with the Blessed Sacrament 24
hours a day, seven days a week.
There are always scheduled adorers
present while the Holy Eucharist is
exposed. The chapel opened on the
Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes
and shares its anniversary with the
Feast Day each year.

The parish community of Our
Lady of Lourdes is extremely proud
of its Adoration Chapel and of the

hundreds of people from within and
outside the parish who devotedly
keep their scheduled hour each week
and to those who fill in when the
need arises.

All are invited to join parishioners
in celebrating this milestone. The
Our Lady of Lourdes Church is lo-
cated at 300 Central Avenue,
Mountainside. The church can be
reached at (908) 232-1162.

Caregivers’ Meeting
Is Monday Night

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month,
at 7:30 p.m., in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

The group will hold its next meet-
ing on February 6. These are informa-
tion and sharing sessions. For more
information, call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 232-1214. Hadassah Meeting

Open to Community
WESTFIELD — The community

is invited to attend the Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah meeting on
Monday, February 13, at noon in
Temple Emanu-El’s Greifer Sacks
Hall, located at 756 East Broad
Street, Westfield.

Attendees are encouraged to bring
their lunch and also will be able to
enjoy hot soups, breads and des-
serts at the meeting.

Michael Levi, a shaliach (emissary
from Israel) to the Jewish Federation
of Greater MetroWest, Union for
Reform Judaism, Camp Harlam and
Jewish Agency for Israel, will be the
guest speaker. He will share stories
about the Israel he knows and loves.

For additional information, call
(908) 654-5508.

Art Program to Feature
‘Meeting Ben Franklin’

Michael Norris

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will offer “An
Armchair Art Tour: Meeting Ben
Franklin” on Wednesday, February
8, at 7 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East
Broad Street.

“Meeting Ben
Franklin” will be pre-
sented by Michael
Norris, Ph.D., who was
an art educator at the
Metropolitan Museum
of Art in New York for
many years. Through art
and artifacts drawn from
East Coast museums and
collections, Professor
Norris will introduce the
audience to the author, printer, po-
litical theorist, politician, Freema-
son, postmaster, scientist, inventor,
civic activist, statesman and diplo-
mat known as Benjamin Franklin.

Professor Norris earned his Bach-

elor of Arts in Classics from the
University of California at San Di-
ego and his Master of Arts in Clas-
sics and Ph.D. in Art History at the

University of California
at Santa Barbara. He spent
20 years at the Cloisters
Museum and the Metro-
politan Museum of Art and
has lectured on trips all
over the world.

The program is free and
open to Westfield Memo-
rial Library and MURAL
cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the
43 libraries that are part
of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Li-

braries. Interested persons are ad-
vised to check the Westfield Memo-
rial Library website, wmlnj.org, to
see if their library participates. To
register for “Meeting Ben Franklin,”
visit wmlnj.org and click on the
Online Calendar, or call (908) 789-
4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday. The library
will be closed on Monday, February
20, for Presidents’ Day.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Local Advisor Mariella Foley
Earns Industry Award

Mariella Foley, a Wealth Advisor
with Round Table Wealth Manage-
ment in Westfield, N.J.,
has been named a FIVE
STAR Wealth Manager
for 2017. She also pre-
viously earned this
award in 2016. Mariella
is a CFP® practitioner
as well as a Certified
Divorce Financial Ana-
lyst (CDFA®). Her fo-
cus is in assisting women
who are experiencing a
life transition due to di-
vorce or death of a
spouse to help them be-
come more comfortable
with their finances. Mariella also is
the Chair of the Women to Women
networking group which is part of the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce.

Five Star Wealth Managers are a
select group of advisors that meet the
award eligibility criteria including
industry credentials, experience, and

favorable regulatory standing. Other
criteria considered includes client re-

tention rates, assets under
management, number of
clients/households, and
education/professional
designations. There is no
fee paid in association
with the award.

Round Table Wealth
Management is an inde-
pendent advisory firm
providing objective in-
vestment and financial
advisory services to high
net worth individuals.
Their headquarters is in
downtown Westfield,

N.J. with another office in New York
City. For additional information,
please contact Mariella at
mariella@roundtablewealth.com or
(908) 374-2570.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Mariella P. Foley

Old Guard to Hear Talk On
Nonprofits and Democracy

SUMMIT AREA — Susan Haig,
conductor, founder and creative di-
rector of New Jersey Arts News, will
speak to the Summit Old Guard at its
Tuesday, February 7 meeting. Her
topic will be “Nonprofits: The DNA
of Our Democracy?”

There are many non-profits that
conduct “events,” like a golf outing,
a carnival or a wine-tasting program,
which raise money for local scholar-
ships or other public charities. Other
“non-profits” have a mission with
goals to accomplish and engage in
“advocacy.”

Ms. Haig will talk about these
“non-profits.” They have spurred
some of the most sweeping changes
in modern history, from the Voting
Rights Act to welfare to campaign
finance reform. Today, new tech-
nologies help people organize to
support causes they care about; it
empowers ordinary citizens to make
their voices heard.

A cardinal principle of “advocacy”
is to involve the public in the
organization’s activities. People can
be suspicious of professionalism; it

suggests an insular, expert-focused
culture. However one feels about the
result, the recent Presidential election
showed that ordinary citizens can bring
about precedent-setting change.

Ms. Haig will encourage
nonprofits to realize that involving
the public is a necessary ingredient
in achieving results.

All active men age 50-plus are
invited to attend the Tuesday morn-
ing meetings of the Summit Area
Old Guard. Meetings are held at the
New Providence Municipal Center,
located at 360 Elkwood Avenue, New
Providence. A coffee hour starts at
9:15 a.m., followed by a 10 a.m.
business meeting. Guest speakers
begin their talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays,
concerts and other cultural events.
For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log onto
the website summitoldguard.org.

Dance to Benefit
Special-Needs Kids

AREA — The Annual Sweethearts
Dance, a fundraiser benefiting spe-
cial-needs children, will be held on
Saturday, February 11, from 7 to 11:30
p.m., at Union Elks Lodge No. 1583.
The lodge is located at 281 Chestnut
Street, Union.

The cost of $20 per person in-
cludes a roast beef dinner, with salad
and dessert, plus disc jockey music
and a Tricky Tray. For tickets and
information, call the Elks Lodge at
(908) 686-1583 or e-mail
scc1583bpoe@gmail.com.

Doing Too Much For Our Children
Hellenic Therapy Center

As parents, we all have that innate
desire to protect and provide for our
kids. Yet, at some point we must ask
ourselves, Are we do-
ing too much for them?
We are all guilty of mild
and extreme acts of
over-protectiveness
and over-parenting that
can be very damaging
to our children. Many
parents are willing to
overextend themselves
in catering to their chil-
dren and excessively
meeting their needs.
Parents may feel sur-
prised or resentful
when their children
grow up feeling unable
to take care of themselves. Doing too
much for our children fosters depen-
dence, not independence. How do you
know if you are doing too much? Do
you feel burned out and put upon? You
can determine if you are an over-
functioner if: you tend to move quickly
with advice; think that the more you
do, the more you love them; think you
know what’s best, not only for yourself
but for others; correct problems and
do not allow children to struggle on
their own and find their own solutions.
Parents sometimes cannot sit with their
own anxiety and instead jump in too
quickly to rescue and inadvertently
rob their children of the skills and
practice that are necessary to develop
competence and mastery in life.

Children who are not permitted to
think for themselves and to solve
their own problems have a height-
ened need for attention and approval,
and have difficulty dealing with ex-
pectations. They also may have a
tendency to blame themselves or oth-
ers, and feel responsible for the hap-
piness of others. On the other hand,
parents begin to feel resentful, over-
whelmed and carry on an attitude

like that of a martyr.
Good questions to ask yourself the

next time your child asks you for
something, are: “can they
do this themselves?”
“Am I doing something
for them that they could
learn and/or do for them-
selves?” If the answers
are yes to both questions,
then know that you are
hurting them and not
helping them with kind-
ness.

At the Hellenic
Therapy Center, 567
Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, we
specialize in family, in-
dividual and couples

therapy. We have a team of profes-
sionals who can guide you with
parenting and family issues. Visit
our website,
www.hellenictherapy.com, or call
(908) 322-0112.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Maria Sikoutris Di Iorio,
MA, Eds, MFT, LPC

Library to Feature
After-Hours Fun

CRANFORD — Families are in-
vited to come to the Cranford Public
Library on Friday, February 17, at
4:45 p.m., to create blanket forts in
which to read. Participants are en-
couraged to bring an old sheet or
blanket and a pillow and to stay past
closing time to create their fort.

This after-hours library program
will kick off with some snacks and
stories. No registration is required.
The library is located at 224 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford.

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriquez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com1601486

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company

Bloomington, IL

I’m here to help life go right™, 
by saving you time and money 
when you combine your home 
and auto insurance.
CALL ME TODAY.

See why 
millions trust  
us for Home 
& Auto.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

christine@christinecosenza.net

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

www.goleader.com
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– Obituaries –
Marguerite ‘Peggy’ Otto, 98, Member
Of Presbyterian Church For 64 Years

Peggy Otto

Peggy Otto of 10 Old Diamond Hill
Road, Cumberland, R.I., formerly of
Westfield, N.J., died on Friday, Janu-
ary 13, 2017, at the age of
98. She was born in Ridley
Park, Pa. and lived in Hill-
side and Westfield, N.J.
before moving to
Cumberland 17 years ago.
She was the daughter of the
late Florence Truitt and
Samuel McClure.

Mrs. Otto was a 1939
graduate of New Jersey
College for Women, now
Douglass College, with a
Bachelor of Science degree
in Science and Home Eco-
nomics. She taught Home
Economics at Franklin High School in
Franklin, N.J. She also taught at Hill-
side Junior High School and at the
Elizabeth Adult School.

Mrs. Otto was a 64-year member of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
N.J., the College Women’s Club of
Westfield, the Douglass Alumni As-
sociation, the Union County Home
Economics Council and the Family
and Consumer Science Council of
the Rutgers Cooperative Extension.
She also was active in the Boy Scouts
of America, serving as a Den Mother.

Mrs. Otto also was a Women’s cer-
tificate holder of the United States
Power Squadron, an organization that

provides instruction in
marine skills.

She is survived by her
three sons, Robert Otto
and his wife, Virginia, of
Wellesley Hills, Mass.,
David Otto of New Brit-
ain, Conn. and Richard
Otto and his wife, Elaine,
of Cumberland, R.I. In
addition, she leaves
seven grandchildren, one
great-grandson, a niece,
Nancy LaBahn of
Strongsville, Ohio, and
three great-nephews. She

was predeceased by her husband of 62
years, Herbert Otto, Jr., as well as her
sister, Florence Benjamin of Cedar
Grove, N.J.

Private memorial services will be
held at a later date at J.J. Duffy Fu-
neral Home, as well as at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, N.J. Inter-
ment will take place in the Colonial
Cemetery of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, N.J.

For online memorials, visit
jjduffyfuneralhome.com.

February 2, 2017

Albert ‘Al’ G. Danker, Sr., 96,
Native Son of Westfield

Albert G. Danker, Sr.

Our father, Albert G. Danker, Sr.,
age 96, passed away on January 9,
2017 in Branford, Conn. Dad was a
native Westfielder, born in a house
on Scotch Plains Avenue on June 18,
1920, to August and Florence
Danker. He was predeceased by our
Mom, Lee Danker; his
second wife, Ellen
Danker, and two broth-
ers, Augie and Harry
Danker. Dad’s father ran
a dairy business in
Westfield, Danker’s
Dairy, and Dad was
around to see the Dairy
run the first fleet of elec-
tric milk trucks in New
Jersey. Funny, isn’t it?
Electric trucks back then.
He also remembered well
the Surf Club, his father’s
dinner theater in Ortley
Beach, N.J., and his bar, then, speak-
easy, then bar, Danker’s Radley
Lodge on Radley Road, later Lam-
berts Mill Road. Dad graduated from
WHS ’38 and Blair Academy ‘39 in
Blairstown, N.J. He briefly attended
Duke University, where he fine-tuned
his piano skills in the jazz band. He
could only stay a year. We remember
him saying his local band used to
play at Chiam Chateau out on Route
22. With the war, he joined the Mer-
chant Marines and spent World War
II as a radio officer on tankers avoid-
ing U-boats, while ferrying aviation
fuel across the North Atlantic. We
remember Dad sitting on the beach
during summer vacations of our
youth in Lavallette and other places
“down the shore,” tuning his transis-
tor radio to the end of the dial to pick
up and listen to the Morse code com-
ing from ships at sea.

After the war, he worked at Gibbs
and Cox in New York City before
joining his brother, Harry, in busi-
ness. In 1946 Dad married our loving
Mom, Lena Charlotte Katz, who bore
both my sister, Karen L. Butt, mar-
ried to Rex Butt, they now live in
Burlington, Vt., and me, Albert, Jr.
“Chip.” He came to see Karen and
Rex’s two children, Chad and Ca-
dence. Dad lived to have one great-
grandchild, Evelyn Butt, the beauti-
ful child of Chad and his wife, Chris-
tina, also of Burlington, Vt., whose
antics Karen spends many hours en-
joying. Our Mom was from Plainfield,
where our parents lived early during
their marriage, before Dad moved
Mom and sister Karen back to
Westfield, although both most defi-
nitely cheered for WHS every Thanks-
giving Game!

I came along a bit later and my
sister and I remember our various
houses in Westfield at Belmar Place,
North Chestnut Street, Effingham
Place, Clifton Road and Carleton
Road. Karen started at Jefferson
School, then we both attended Wil-
son School. I also went to Franklin
and the old WHS, Franklin Annex.
Dad, Karen and I all attended
Roosevelt Junior High School and
WHS, Karen class of ’68 and me,
class of ’73. Three grandchildren fol-
lowed him to Blair. So, five houses in
Westfield? Dad was a realtor in
Westfield with his brother, Harry T.
Danker, at the corner of Elmer and

Lenox, Danker & Danker, Realtors,
Insurers. Dad carried on the business
after his brother’s death in 1967, until
his retirement in 1979.

Mom and Dad put both of us
through college. Karen at Ohio
Wesleyan University ’72 in Delaware,

Ohio and me at Wesleyan
University ’77 in
Middletown, Conn. Once
I was on my own, Mom
and Dad moved to New
Smyrna Beach, Fla.,
where Dad stayed until
2011, when he joined my
wife, Debbie, and me in
Branford, Conn. Deb and
I were married in 1987
and Dad was also able to
watch more grandchil-
dren, our kids, grow up,
Ben, 28, Lucas, 25, and
Aliza, 21.

Opa, as he was called by his grands,
lost our Mom while she was young, in
1984. Before then, however, he and
Mom traveled many times to Europe
and the Islands. One thing we recall
so well from our youth and beyond is
how social our parents were. They
were always entertaining people at
our house or our parents were visiting
others. They had so many wonderful
friends that we remember, the Drehers,
Engels, Swabs, Tomalonises,
Churches, Wahlbergs, Elliotts and so
many others in New Jersey and in
Florida. I recall the Schmalenbergers
coming over and playing and singing
in our sunroom, as dad played piano
with another on drums. Later in life
Dad was fortunate to meet a second
love and remarried at 70 to Ellen
Langer. They, too, traveled many
times abroad, danced and entertained
until Ellie suffered a stroke after re-
turning from Hawaii. Dad stayed by
her side as she languished for many
months in a long-term facility with
little ability to recognize others or
interact with them, only to suddenly
and truly miraculously, “wake up”
one day and ask Dad, “What am I
doing here and how long have I been
here?” Everyone there cheered as Dad
took Ellie home and continued to
care for her until 2010, when Ellie,
too, passed. I remember that well, as
when Ellie had gone into the hospital
in New Smyrna Beach and was not
doing well, I traveled to Florida. Dad
and I would see her every morning,
travel to see his grandson, Ben, play
baseball south of Orlando during his
college (Wentworth Institute of Tech-
nology) spring schedule and we would
return to stay with her again each
evening. Ellie passed away towards
the end of that trip, but I was “happy”
to have been there with him during
that time.

There came a time that Dad was no
longer able to stay by himself in
Florida and he came to Connecticut
and lived with Deb and me for three
years, leaving to go to Cedar Woods
in Branford, an independent living
facility, where he flourished. Despite
being a dialysis patient, he made ev-
ery meal, learned every person’s name
and continued to entertain others with
his piano playing until only a few
months ago, when he suffered some
setbacks, was hospitalized several
times and began to more quickly and
progressively lose his ability to speak
clearly, walk or stand. Yet, Dad did
not complain as his condition wors-
ened. He was found last Monday
morning, after breakfast of course.
My wife and I did chuckle a bit,
knowing how important his meals
were to him, upon learning that he
had managed to get yet one more
meal in before passing.

Dad made so many friends during
his lifetime. He saw so much over
the past almost 100 years. From
being a beach kid on the Jersey
shore, to being part of our Greatest
Generation, to having two great
loves, raising both of us, watching
his grandchildren and enjoying golf
and the beach during his retirement
in Florida. I recall him most from
being at every ball game and event
he could make it to, including choir
concerts, plays, you name it, even
ones we weren’t in, he was there. I
had a teammate once say to me, “I
thought your dad just came to your
games, only to see him at a track
meet and I realized he was just a
huge Westfield sports fan.” He
served on the YMCA Board of Di-
rectors. I remember him selling
Christmas trees with the “Y”s Men,
across from the old WHS/Franklin
Annex. He also served as an officer
on the Board of Realtors and the
Boosters Club and received acco-
lades for his civic service.

But then, there are the most impor-
tant things that remain with us. Al-
though in 2017, one may not under-
stand this, marrying someone in the
1940s with the name of Katz was
proof of what he always told us: Treat
everyone as they do you, whatever
religion or “color” and regardless of
where they come from; give every-
one a fair shake. Moreover, there are
only a few things with which you
come into life that you can carry with
you on the day you die. These include
your reputation for veracity and in-
tegrity. These are the things Dad gave
to us that will forever live on in my
sister and me and which we have tried
to pass on to our children. Dad was a
man who had integrity, he was an
honest man and we loved him.

His son, Albert “Chip” Danker, Jr.,
and his daughter, Karen L. Butt.

February 2, 2017

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000219

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-031872-15

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: HARRY M. KARCHER AND MRS.

HARRY M. KARCHER, HIS WIFE; PATRICIA
KARCHER

Sale Date: 02/22/2017
Writ of Execution: 10/13/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Nine Hundred
Thirty-Six Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty and
05/100*** $936,830.05.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD in the County of UNION, and
the State of New Jersey.

Tax LOT 22, BLOCK 2709 F/K/A LOT 14,
BLOCK 726.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS 648 WEST BROAD
STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Dimensions of the Lot are: (Approximately) 50
x 145.50 x 50 x 145.50.

Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the North-
westerly side of West Broad Street, 134 feet from
the Northeasterly side of Scoth Plains Avenue.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Total Upset:  ***Nine Hundred Sixty Thousand
One Hundred Ten and 92/100*** $960,110.92
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 01/26, 02/02, 02/09
& 02/16/17 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000208

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-050068-10

Plaintiff: DITECH FINANCIAL LLC
VS.
Defendant: STANLEY W. PEARSON III;

LYNNE M. PEARSON, HIS WIFE AND MID-
LAND FUNDING LLC

Sale Date: 02/22/2017
Writ of Execution: 09/14/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seventy-One Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty-
Nine and 73/100*** $471,969.73.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD, County of Union and
State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 180 NORTH
MARTINE AVENUE, FANWOOD, NEW JER-
SEY 07023.

It is known and designated as Block 15, Lot 17.
The dimensions are approximately 90 feet X

256 feet.
Nearest cross street: Pleasant Avenue.
Prior lien(s): Chicago Title Insurance Com-

pany issued an Indemnification Letters regard-
ing Prior Mortgages and Prior Judgments (SEE
ATTACHED EXHIBIT “B”).

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Eighty-Four
Thousand One Hundred Seventeen and 03/
100*** $484,117.03 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 01/26, 02/02, 02/09
& 02/16/17 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000164

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-038119-15

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS CWALT,
INC., ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST 2006-29T1,
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES

VS.
Defendant: ARI MILTON BRAFMAN AND

ALISON HART BRAFMAN, H/W; AMERICAN
EXPRESS BANK FSB; MORTGAGE ELEC-
TRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS INC.
SOLELY AS NOMINEE FOR AMERICA’S
WHOLESALE LENDER

Sale Date: 02/22/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/29/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Nine
Hundred Ninety-One Thousand Thirty-One and
36/100*** $1,991,031.36.

The property to be sold is located in Town of
Westfield in the County of Union, and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as 1031 Minisink Way,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tax Lot 24, Block 306.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 126 feet

wide by 169 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Morning Glory Lane.
Total Upset:  ***Two Million Twenty-Nine Thou-

sand Five Hundred Nine and 67/100***
$2,029,509.67 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT, NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 01/26, 02/02, 02/09
& 02/16/17 Fee: $177.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005407

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-699-16

Plaintiff: NEW PENN FINANCIAL, LLC D/B/A
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE SERVICING

VS.
Defendant: RONALD L. RASMUSSEN
Sale Date: 02/08/2017
Writ of Execution: 10/26/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Nineteen Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty and
57/100*** $419,730.57.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
of WESTFIELD, County of UNION and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 416 WESTFIELD AV-
ENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax Lot No. 8 in Block No. 3002
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 35 X 114
Nearest Cross Street: FIRST STREET.
BEGINNING at a point in the Westerly side of

Westfield Avenue distant fifty (50) feet Northerly
from the Northerly line of First Street and run-
ning; thence

PRIOR LIENS /ENCUMBRANCES
Taxes Open with Penalty $4,146.20
Sewer Open with Penalty $170.00
TOTAL AS OF November 9, 2016: $4,316.20
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Thirty-Nine

Thousand One Hundred Eighty-Eight and 77/
100*** $439,188.77 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 01/12, 01/19, 01/26
& 02/02/17 Fee: $171.36

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005464

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-014507-13

Plaintiff:U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION (AS SUCCESSOR-IN-INTEREST TO
BANK OF AMERICA) AS TRUSTEE FOR THE
HOLDERS OF THE CSFB MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2003-
CF14

VS.
Defendant: CHERYL M. KRESS, RICHARD

H. KRESS, MR. KRESS, HUSBAND OF CHERYL
M. KRESS, ANN G. MCCORMICK, RONALD
MACCIA, MARIO GARCIA, LAWRENCE RAY,
JOAN RAY, CEONCEPCION GARCIA, UNITED
STATE OF AMERICA, STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY

Sale Date: 02/08/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/13/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Thirty-Two Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-
One and 80/100*** $532,791.80.

MUNICIPALITY: Mountainside Borough.
COUNTY AND STATE: County of Union, State

of New Jersey.
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 1169 Ridge

Drive.
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot: 13;

Block: 5.02.
DIMENSIONS: 000.376 AC.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Short Drive.
Beginning at a point in the northwesterly side

line of Ridge Drive, distant northeasterly 700.96
feet from the point formed by the intersection of
said line of Ridge Drive extended with the south-
erly line of Short Drive, extended.

Pursuant to a tax search of 11/22/2016; 2017
QTR I Taxes: $2,740.45 Open, due on 02/01/
2017; 2017 QTR 2 Taxes: $2,740.45 Open, due
on 05/01/2017.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Fifty-Two Thou-
sand Three Hundred Forty-Eight and 01/100***
$552,348.01 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

This concise description does not constitute a
legal description. There is a full legal description
on file in the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISS WEISMAN &
GORDON, LLP
80 MAIN STREET
SUITE 460
WEST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 07052
(973) 325-8800
4 T - 01/12, 01/19, 01/26
& 02/02/17 Fee: $206.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005526

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004554-14

Plaintiff: US BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
AS TRUSTEE FOR THE STRUCTURED AS-
SET INVESTMENT LOAN TRUST, 2006-3

VS.
Defendant: CLAYTON S. PIERCE
Sale Date: 02/08/2017
Writ of Execution: 11/10/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Thirty-
Three Thousand Two Hundred Twenty-Four and
95/100*** $633,224.95.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 3 ROBIN
ROAD, FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023-1626.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 25, BLOCK 105 on
the official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of
FANWOOD.

Dimensions: 75.00 FEET X 100.00 FEET X
75.00 FEET X 100.00 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: Coriell Avenue.
Advertise subject to prior mortgage: None.
Advertise subject to prior lien: None.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Fifty-Six Thou-

sand Two Hundred Sixty-Two and 87/100***
$656,262.87 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 01/12, 01/19, 01/26
& 02/02/17 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000154

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-039004-14

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: HEMLATIA J. DESAI; JANAK M.

DESAI; JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A.;
SURESH SOLANSKI

Sale Date: 02/22/2017
Writ of Execution: 11/16/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Five Thousand Five Hundred Ninety-One
and 91/100*** $355,591.91.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of MOUNTAINSIDE, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1070 SUNNY
VIEW ROAD, MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY
07092-2123.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 10, BLOCK 7.E on
the official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of
MOUNTAINSIDE.

Dimensions: 170.00 FEET X 100.00 FEET X
170.66 FEET X 115.00 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: Summit Road.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Sixty-Eight

Thousand One Hundred Thirty and 11/100***
$368,130.11 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 01/26, 02/02, 02/09
& 02/16/17 Fee: $204.00

Kathleen M. Curialle, 60, Was Loving
Wife, Mother, Sister and Friend

Kathleen Curialle, 60, passed
away peacefully on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 24, 2017, at her home with her
family by her side. Kathy was born
in Brooklyn but has lived in
Westfield since 1989.

Kathy was an active member of
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Over the
last several years, she has
worked as a recreational
therapist at Runnells
Specialized Hospital and
The Chelsea and also as
the recreation director at
Crane’s Mill.

Kathy had a very cre-
ative mind as well as a
knack for design. She en-
joyed making crafts and
beautifully decorating
her family’s home in
Westfield as well as their
summer home on Culver
Lake in Northern New Jersey. She
was a bright and energetic soul who
could make anyone smile by simply
entering the room or by telling one
of her signature wildly inappropri-
ate jokes. She loved entertaining
and spending time with her family
and friends. She also enjoyed tak-
ing her daily walk.

Kathy was a fighter and over-
came incredible odds throughout
her life. She was the third youngest
of ten siblings and had lost both of
her parents by the time she was
eight years old. Her older siblings,
the eldest being only 19 years old at
the time, were given the responsi-
bility of looking after and raising
the younger siblings in a tough
Brooklyn neighborhood. This diffi-
cult and unconventional setting
made their family bond unbreak-
able. She passed these family val-
ues down to her two sons and in-
stilled in them that family comes

first and to have the utmost respect
for strong women.

Her real battle started when she
was diagnosed with a stage 4 Glio-
blastoma in December of 2010.
Kathy exceeded the doctors’ ex-
pectations and was given a second
chance at life. She spent those years

staying close to her
family, traveling with
her husband,  and
genuinely loving life.
She put up an incred-
ible fight and is a
truly inspiring
woman.

Kathy is survived by
her loving husband,
Peter; her two sons,
Pete and Eric; her sib-
lings, Mary Ann
Espinosa, Lillian
LaFeir, Marilyn
Espinoza, Virginia

Lane, Edward Nelson, Janet Nelson
and John Nelson. She also is sur-
vived by her sister-in-law, Angela
Spadavecchia. She was predeceased
by her sister, Maureen Twist, and her
brother, Joseph Nelson. She also is
survived by countless friends and
family including over 30 nieces and
nephews.

A Funeral Mass was held on Mon-
day, January 30, at 10 a.m., at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Saint Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.
Arrangements were by Memorial
Funeral Home in Fanwood. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be made
in Kathy’s name to Carol G. Simon
Cancer Center at Overlook Hospi-
tal or to the National Brain Tumor
Society.

For additional information or to
sign the guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

February 2, 2017

Kathleen M. Curialle

Gloria C. Anderson, 91, Was
Former Resident of Westfield

Gloria C. Anderson, 91, of Semi-
nole, Fla., beloved wife of L. Weston
Anderson for over 70 years, died peace-
fully in her sleep on Monday, January
23, 2017. Her husband survives.

Gloria, or “Mim,” as she was af-
fectionately called, was born in Bay
Shore, Long Island, and graduated
from Islip High School. She was the
13th child of John and Caroline
Chervenie. She was the devoted
mother of six children, William
(Christen) of Indianapolis, Ind.,
Donald (Robin) of Coventry, Conn.,
Robert (Kelly) of East Falmouth,
Mass., Richard (Wiona) of Whipple,
Ohio, Linda (Charles) of Guilford,
Conn. and Thomas (Patti) of Sand-
wich, Mass. In addition to her daugh-
ter-in-law, Debbie, 13 grandchildren
and seven great-grandchildren also
survive.

Gloria lived an amazing life.
Graduating from St. Luke’s School
of Nursing in New York City, she
worked as a registered nurse and,
later, volunteered her services to the
Westfield Rescue Squad. During
their 30 years in Westfield, she was
an avid tennis and bridge player, and
she also taught bridge classes both
privately and at the YMCA.

Having resided in Seminole, Fla.,
for almost 31 years, she continued
her love of bridge and tennis and was
active in the Canterbury Chase Neigh-
borhood Association.

She gifted her body to scientific re-
search. A memorial service is pending.

Donations in Gloria’s memory may
be made to the American Lung Asso-
ciation.

February 2, 2017

Donald J. Murphy, WHS Graduate;
Was Devoted Family Man

On Wednesday, January 25, 2017,
Donald Joseph Murphy passed away.
He was the beloved husband of
Kathryn “Kay” Murphy (née Frey),
devoted father of Kathleen Murphy
and her husband, Eric Berghold, lov-
ing grandfather of Jennifer and
Michael Berghold, and dear brother
of Mercedes Slates, Lois Britton and

Richard Murphy. He also is survived
by other family and friends. Don
graduated from Westfield High
School in 1951 and graduated from
Seton Hall University.

Relatives and friends are invited to
gather at Dooley Colonial Funeral
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield, on Friday, February 3,
2017, where a visitation will be held
from 10 to 11 a.m. and a funeral
service will be held at 11 a.m. Inter-
ment will follow at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield, N.J. In lieu of
flowers, contributions may be made
to the American Cancer Society, 405
Williams Court, Middle River, MD
21220, or to the Senator Bob Hooper
House, 2007 Klein Plaza Drive, For-
est Hill, MD 21050. Online condo-
lences can be sent to
www.dooleyfuneralservice.com.

February 2, 2017

Blood Drive Set For
Feb. 6 at Library

LINDEN — New Jersey Blood Ser-
vices will host an Emergency Short-
age Blood Drive on Monday, Febru-
ary 6, between 12:30 and 6:30 p.m.

It will take place at the Linden
Public Library, located at 31 East
Henry Street, Linden. To make an
appointment, call 1-(800) 933-2566.
Walk-ins also will be welcome.

Library Trustees
Post Meeting Dates

CRANFORD — The board of
trustees of the Cranford Public Li-
brary will meet on the following
dates in 2017: February 23, March
23, April 27, May 25, June 22,
September 28, October 26, No-
vember 16 and December 21.

There will be one summer meeting,
the date of which will be determined
at the board’s June 22 session.

Meetings are held at 7 p.m. in the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, February 2, 2017 Page 9

SP-F District Preschool
Registration Begins Feb. 15

Public Invited to Robotics
Teams Competition

GOING FOR THE Au...Westfield High School’s (WHS) Science Olympiad Team
placed among the top six medalists at the January 11 regional competition held at
New Jersey Institute of Technology. Competing against close to 500 students from
18 different high schools, the following WHS students earned medals for skills in
science and technology: Ethan Manning and Samantha Shih for third place in Write
It Do It; Sara Frankel and Lotte Seltzer for third place in Wind Power; Natalia
Zeller-MacLean and Jack Cunningham for fifth place in Electric Vehicles; Camden
Beinhaker and Lily Talmont for fifth place in Helicopters; and Morgan Miovski,
Uma Lakshman and Sloan Slusher for sixth place in Protein Modeling.

PHYSICS FUN...Over 450 children and adults participated in this year’s McKinley
School Science Night in Westfield. The family event, called “Kids Powered by
STEAM”, featured 20 exhibits and hands-on experiments which challenged the
kids in the areas of science, technology, engineering, art and math (STEAM). The
event also featured two performances of “Phantastic Physics”, presented by Dave
Maiullo of the off-Broadway show “That Physics Show”. Pictured, first grader
Audrey Sewald (right) taps the bananas to play music by utilizing the conductivity
of her fingers to close the circuit, while pre-schooler Annika Peachman (left),
observed by third-grader Lena Peachman (center), closes another circuit to make
music by tapping playdough.

WHS Earns Outstanding
Delegation Awd. at Model UN
WESTFIELD – Westfield High

School’s (WHS) delegation of 183
students participated in wide rang-
ing debates at the YMCA Model
United Nations Conference in
Hershey, P.A. on January 6 to 8.
Following months of research and
preparation, Westfield High School
received several awards, including
the Outstanding Delegation Award
that is presented to one school who
excelled the best in all parts of the
conference.

The following individual students
were individually recognized: Char-
lotte Perez and Nicole Eisenberg were
recognized as top debaters and named
Premier Diplomats.  Jared Greenspan
and Marissa Li were received an
award for the Outstanding Country
Research Paper.  Acknowledged for
an Outstanding First Year were Jessie
Katz, Alex Joseph, Andrew Kapadia,
and Brad Hornbeck.

Officers for the Conference in-

cluded Ben Halevy, Spencer Fishman,
Olivia Kuzman, Victoria Napolitano,
and Lucy Hale.

Officers elected for next year’s Con-
ference who will plan, organize and
run committees are Saranya Turimella
and Marlo Avidon.

This summer a Conference on Na-
tional Affairs will take place during a
two-week conference in North Caro-
lina with representatives from all 50
states.  Westfield High School will be
represented by Victoria Napolitano,
Spencer Fishman, Samantha Della
Fera, Lucy Hale, and Evan Gruters.

“The students all performed well
and were a credit to the institution,”
noted Daniel Farabaugh, co-adviser
of the WHS Model UN along with
David Della Fera. “ I was impressed
with both their level of preparation
and execution.”

The Westfield High School pro-
gram is run in conjunction with the
Westfield YMCA.

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
School District will begin accepting
preschool applications for the 2017-
2018 school year on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 15, 2017. The Preschool Pro-
gram uses the Creative Curriculum,
which fosters children’s learning
through exploration and discovery.
Preschool classes are comprised of
general education students and stu-
dents with special needs, as deter-
mined by a district evaluation.

Applicants must be residents of
Scotch Plains or Fanwood. Proof of
residency status and an original birth
certificate will be required for new
students enrolling in the program.
The child’s age as of October 1, 2017
will determine placement in a 3-year-
old or 4-year-old class. Typically, 3-
year-olds attend the morning session
from 8:35 a.m. to 11:20 a.m. and 4-
year-olds attend the afternoon ses-
sion from 12:20 p.m. to 3:10 p.m. All
classes meet five days per week.

Tuition for the half-day program
will be $325 per month and spaces
will be reserved on a first-come, first-
served basis. A 10 percent sibling
discount is available.

In addition, free/reduced tuition
may be available for families who
qualify per federal guidelines or a
district review.

Applications will be available at all
district elementary schools and on
the program website
(www.spfk12.org/preschool) begin-
ning Wednesday, February 15. Please
mail all applications to the Office of
State, Federal and Elementary Pro-
grams located at 667 Westfield Road,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076. For addi-
tional information, please contact the
office at (908) 889-8600 ext. no. 3302
or preschool@spfk12.org.

Local Residents Named to
Univ. of Scranton Dean's List

SCRANTON, P.A. – Local resi-
dents were among the more than 1,500
students named to The University of
Scranton's Dean's List for the 2016 fall
semester. The Dean's List recognizes
students for academic excellence. A
student must have a grade point aver-
age of 3.5 or better with a minimum
number of credit hours during the fall
semester to make the Dean's List.

The students are:
Kevin Echausse of Westfield is a

sophomore criminal justice major in
the University's College of Arts and
Sciences.

Catherine Bruno of Westfield is a
junior international studies major in
the University's College of Arts and
Sciences

Emily Harvan of Cranford is a jun-
ior biology major in the University's
College of Arts and Sciences

Madeline Pfeifer of Westfield is a
junior neuroscience major in the
University's College of Arts and Sci-
ences

Michael Dombrowski of Cranford
is a senior international studies major
in the University's College of Arts
and Sciences

Kasey Donahue of Cranford is a
senior mathematics major in the
University's College of Arts and Sci-
ences

Nicole Carpetto of Westfield is a
sophomore health administration
major in the University's Panuska
College of Professional Studies

Leah Jayne of Cranford is a sopho-
more counseling and human services
major in the University's Panuska

College of Professional Studies
Kevin Bronander of Westfield is a

freshman operations management
major in the University's Kania School
of Management

Trevor Bachert of Mountainside is
a sophomore accounting major in the
University's Kania School of Man-
agement

Thomas Trotter of Cranford is a
junior finance major in the
University's Kania School of Man-
agement

Matthew Marino of Scotch Plains
is a sophomore exercise science ma-
jor in the University's Panuska Col-
lege of Professional Studies.

 Baldwin Wallace Univ.
Tells Dean's List

BEREA, O.H. – Matthew Lynn of
Westfield, a graduate of Westfield
High School majoring in music the-
atre, has been named to the Dean's
List for the fall 2016 semester at
Baldwin Wallace University. Students
who receive at least a 3.6 GPA for
seven or more graded hours in a single
semester are named to the Dean's
List.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ro-
botics Club invites the community to
attend the First Tech Challenge Cen-
tral New Jersey Meet, at Westfield
High School, 550 Dorian Road in
Westfield on Sun-
day, February 5. The
competition will be
in the main gym of
the high school and
will run from 10:30
a.m. to 3 p.m.

This is the third
year that the
Westfield teams have
hosted a meet, with
this year being one of
the largest meets in New Jersey. The
robotics competitions are run through
FIRST, an organization that fosters a
love for engineering and offers unique

challenges each year for student teams
of various ages. This year, a team of
second graders will also be demonstrat-
ing the robots they have built as part of
FIRST’s Jr. FLL division.

Audience mem-
bers will also have
the chance to watch
Westfield’s award
winning entirely fe-
male robotics team,
Positive Charge,
challenge other
teams of the tradi-
tionally male domi-
nated sport.

Snacks, beverages
and pizza will be for sale at the event.
For more information, or to donate to
the club, contact Karen Fishman at
karenfishmannj@gmail.com.

Members of the
Westfield Robotics Club

Local students achieve
Dean's List at TCNJ

EWING – The following students
have earned the esteemed honor of
placement on the Dean's List at The
College of New Jersey for the fall
2016 semester. To achieve this honor,
a student must carry 12 or more cred-
its that semester and earn a 3.5 (or
above) grade point average.

Fanwood: Gabriella Guardascione,
Marketing; Samantha McCallion, El-
ementary Education; Alexander
Mirabella, Management; Danielle
Scheu, Special Education; Eric
Tannenbaum, International Studies;
and James Wright, Urban Education,
Elementary.

Garwood: Emma Neuberger, His-
tory.

Mountainside: Kelsey Cogan, Pub-
lic Health and Lia Sartorio, Psychol-
ogy.

Westfield: Lauren Androconis, Psy-
chology; Sarah Broughton, Biology;
Katherine Crowley, Elementary Edu-
cation; Jack Frey, Interactive Multi-

media; Angela Gallagher, Nursing;
Daniel Gallagher, Interactive Multi-
media; James Hunter, Self Designed
Major; Maria Lizzo, Nursing; Kelly
Morrison, Open Opt Arts and Com-
munication; Corinne Petersen, Spe-
cial Education; Emily Posyton, His-
tory Secondary Education; Sarah
Seitz, Spanish Secondary Education;
Ryan Soldati, History; Kristen
Villane, Mathematics Second. Edu-
cation; and Alana Zepka, Communi-
cation Studies.

GW’s Lincoln School
Named Top Collector
GARWOOD – Lincoln School in

Garwood is a very proud partici-
pant in Entenmann's Little Bites
Pouch Brigade. The school was
honored with the distinction of be-
ing one of the "Top Collectors"  in
the nationwide Entenmann's Little
Bites Pouch Recycling Program.

Fifth grade teacher, Carol Del Conte
is Lincoln School's Brigade Coordi-
nator. The Brigade recently completed
their 13th shipment. Ms. Del Conte
said, “I would like to thank TerraCycle
for the opportunity to show that ev-
eryone can make a difference to the
environment by putting forth a little
effort and enthusiasm. Lincoln School
may be small, but together everyone
can a difference!”

Keim Earns Dean's List
At Coastal Carolina

CONWAY, S.C. – MacKenzie
Keim, a sophomore majoring in biol-
ogy, from Cranford, was among 2,253
students at Coastal Carolina Univer-
sity who made the Fall 2016 Dean's
List.

To qualify for the Dean's List, fresh-
men must earn a 3.25 grade point
average, and upperclassmen must earn
a 3.5 grade point average.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000165

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012705-09

Plaintiff: BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: FRANK A. ERICKSON,

SANTANDER BANK F/K/A SOVEREIGN BANK
Sale Date: 02/22/2017
Writ of Execution: 11/03/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Eight
Thousand Five Hundred Ninety-Four and 31/
100*** $608,594.31.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Westfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 203
Livingston Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

TAX LOT #: 13 f/k/a 20, BLOCK #: 4002 f/k/a
506.

APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 150 x 137 x
25 x 87 x 125 x 50.

NEAREST CROSS STREET: Stilling Place.
SUBJECT TO ANY OPEN TAXES, WATER/

SEWER, MUNICIPAL OR TAX LIENS THAT
MAY BE DUE.

PRIOR MORTGAGES AND/OR JUDG-
MENTS: N/A.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Twenty-Two Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Four and 67/100***
$622,804.67 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
UDREN LAW OFFICES, P.C.
111 WOODCREST ROAD
WOODCREST CORPORATE CENTER
SUITE 200
CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY 08003
(856) 669-5400
4 T - 01/26, 02/02, 02/09
& 02/16/17 Fee: $169.34

LEADER/TIMES 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 

TIMES

908-232-4407    goleader.com/form/enroll

Q: How do I download the newspaper at 

goleader.com?

A: Click the Download the Newspaper link, enter your 
Customer Number (#) then click the Log In button.

Q: How do I get a Customer #?

A: If you are a subscriber, your Customer # is 
printed on the mailing label located on the front page 

of your newspaper. It looks like this:

If you are not a subscriber and wish to be, please 
subscribe and have the newspaper mailed to you 

containing your Customer #.

Q: What if I only want to read the paper online?

A: You can become an Online Only subscriber 
by going to goleader.com/form/enroll.htm. 

You will receive your Customer # by email 
after filling out the form.

Q: What if I can’t remember my Customer #?

A: If you forgot your Customer #, please email 
business@goleader.com. Include your name and 

email address.

SUGGESTION: 

Include your Customer # when submitting press 
releases to get priority handling. For additional 

guidelines, please read the Help Page online at 
goleader.com/help.

Thank You for Your 

Continued Support!

BRIDGE BUILDERS... Kallie Schildge of Westfield and John Bacalhau of
Woodbridge, Upper School students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison,
conduct an experiment during a STEM Club meeting. The students built bridges
that spanned a two-foot gap. They were given a limited budget and materials
including balsa wood of differing sizes, hot glue and tape. Bridges were clamped
down to aid in stability and books were used as weight.

UConn Announces
Fall 2016 Dean’s List
STORRS, C.T. – The following

students earned the Dean’s List at the
University of Connecticut: Michael
Leo Lee of Fanwood, Alaina Allie
Michel of Cranford and Abigail Helen
Porter of Cranford.

Miami Student Oates
Spends Fall Abroad

OXFORD, O.H. – Miami Univer-
sity student Lauren Oates spent the
fall 2016 semester in Luxembourg as
part of a study abroad group.

Lauren, from Westfield is majoring
in Architecture.

Probitas Verus Honos
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

E. BEBEL WINS 50-FREE, 100-FREE; WF SWEPT RELAYS

No. 1 Blue Devils Swim Past
Bergen Catholic Boys, 107-63

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
swim team kept its perfect season
intact with a commanding, 107-63
victory over Bergen Catholic in a
meet held on January 25 at the YMCA
pool in Westfield. The Blue Devils
won nine of 11 individual races with
Eric Bebel turning in a pair of first
place performances in the 50-freestyle
and 100-freestyle events. The No. 1

ranked Blue Devils won the first six
races of the day in building a 62-32
lead in team points.

“As a team I think we gave a strong
performance today,” said Westfield
senior Stefan Crigler. “Bergen Catho-
lic is a good team. We are focused on
getting into the states and perhaps
meeting up with Bridgewater-
Raritan.”

The Blue Devils came out of the
blocks fast with a win in the 200

Medley Relay where the foursome of
David Lindros, Steve Warren, Colin
Daniel and Griff Morgan finished in
1:40.38, well ahead of the Bergen
Catholic second place finishers
(1:43.65).

Aedan Collins took first place in
the 200-freestyle (1:47.79) for
Westfield in front of Bergen Catholic’s
Tom Scrivanich (1:49.53). Ryan Bebel
won the 200 Individual Medley in

PALAZZOLA NIPS NIGRO, WUSTEFELD TOPS CONCINA

Cougars Win Final 5 Bouts,
Defeat Raider Matmen, 37-24

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Major improvements on the part of
the hosting Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team and a
shuffling of a few weight classes to set
up key bouts made for a very interest-
ing and enjoyable evening in the clash
between the Raiders and the No. 4
ranked Cranford Cougars on January
25. With five bouts remaining, the 12-
0 Cougars found themselves trailing
the Raiders, 24-17, but they came
roaring back to win all five and to
claim a 37-24 victory.

Looking ahead somewhat for a show-
down with Warren Hills in what could
be the decisive match for the top seed
in the section, Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman rested two of his wrestlers,
Chris Scorese (132-lbs) and Dylan

Budnik (195-lbs). He also bumped up
Mike Nigro and Vince Concina one
weight class so they could have tougher
bouts with Nick Palazzola and Sam
Wustefeld, respectively.

“I rested up some of the guys, and
bumped some of the guys to get in
tough matches,” Cougar Head Coach
Pat Gorman said. “I think Scotch
Plains wrestled with a lot of heart and
beat us in some spots that I thought we
would win.”

Nigro, an NJSIAA qualifier last
year, faced Palazzola at 152-lbs and
quickly took a 4-2 lead with a pair of
takedowns. Palazzola, however,
fought back to get a pair of takedowns
in the third period to pull out an 8-6
decision.

“I wrestled him in the summer. I beat
him 5-1 and I wrestled him in counties

and he pinned me. That really didn’t go
too well with me, so I had to step up
and win the match for myself and for
my team,” Palazzola said.

Palazzola’s first takedown in the
third period was a double-leg then his
second sealed the deal.

“I got double. I never actually hit
the move but it was an inside trip. I
arched my back, threw my leg in and
went to work,” Palazzola explained.

Concina, ranked sixth at 170-lbs,
jumped up to 182-lbs and found out
that Wustefeld possessed a gyroscopic
type of balance.

“I like to use everything to my
advantage. I wrestled Concina over
the summer. It was a tight match. I
pulled out the win. I felt more confi-
dent going into this match. If I don’t

RYAN 23 PTs, 10 STL; IORIO 8 STL; WILLIAMSON 13 PTs

Blue Devils’ Thievery Thwarts
Lady Cougars in Hoops, 52-27

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Multiple steals led to multiple lay-
ups and junior Molly Ryan was not
only the major initiator but also the
major recipient as the Westfield High
School girls basketball team over-
whelmed the visiting Cranford Cou-
gars, 52-27, on January 26. The 11-2
Blue Devils amassed 36 steals and
Ryan was the chief thief with 10 of
them, while also leading all scorers
with 23 points, including three 3-
pointers, and adding five rebounds
and a block.

“I play the ball. I’ve been told that
I have long arms and long hands. I
guess that’s why I get a lot of steals,”

Ryan guessed.
Other than Ryan’s trip 3-pointers,

only one other came from beyond
the arc, and that came from the hand
of Danielle Rinaldi, who finished
with five points, six steals and three
assists, and the vast majority of the
Blue Devils’ points came from as-
sists. Jenna Iorio (8 steals, 2 points,
2 rebounds) and Grace Elliott (6
rebounds, 2 points, 2 steals) each
contributed six assists and Lily Maz
added three assists.

Shannon Devitt, who led the team
with five blocked shots, scored four
points underneath, made five steals
and pulled four rebounds. Lauren
Sgro’s (4 rebounds, 2 steals) eight

points came from underneath. Sam
Stravach (3 rebounds) rolled in four
points, while Casey Popowski and
Nicolina Albano each had two points.

“When we are not hitting our out-
side shots, we work the ball, more
patient on offense. We try to get it in
the post then easy kick-outs or try and
make post moves or try to make lay-
ups to help even out the disparity in
missing the outside shots,” Devitt said.

“Also we move the ball around
quick and the middle is more open.
Today we played a 3-2 so we got it to
Shannon a lot,” Ryan added.

Lauren Williamson led the Cou-
gars with 13 points, including three 3-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNER IN THE 200-INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY...Blue Devil Ryan Bebel, swimming in Lane 4, touched first in the 200IM
in 2:01.53 during the meet with Bergen Catholic at Wallace Pool on January 25. Westfield routed Bergen Catholic, 107-63.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A MATCH-UP OF SUPER STARS...Raider junior Sam Wustefeld, back, tries to control Cougar Vince Concina in the 182-
lb bout. Wustefeld won by 6-0 decision over Concina (ranked top-8 at 170-lbs) who jumped to 182-lbs to get a good bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SURROUNDED BY BLUE DEVILS...Cougar Lauren Infante, No. 20, finds herself surrounded by a trio of Blue Devils,
including Danielle Rinaldi, No. 1, and Molly Ryan, right, as teammate Caroline McCaffrey, No. 1, observes.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

See Westfield/IHA
Swim Story – page 15
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Long-Distance Call
From Matt LaCorte

When it comes to 3’s, No. 2 is No. 1.
Matt LaCorte, who wears ‘2’ be-

cause he grew up a big fan of ex-
Yankee great Derek Jeter, recently be-
came WHS’s all-time leading 3-point
shooter after making three “treys”
against The Patrick School.

That gave him 130 for his career. He
added three against Scotch Plains and
two against Union Catholic on Satur-
day, pushing his total to 135.

The 6-foot-3, 170-pound senior cap-
tain now holds every 3-point record at
WHS. He set a single-season record
with 67 last year and as a sophomore
tied Jeff Weber’s single-game record of
seven.

(Lil Scott holds the girls’ record with
133 career 3-pointers, Krissy Jeremiah
had 66 for the girls’ single-season
record, while Jeremiah and Jackie
Cusimano both made seven in one
game.)

Ironically, the old boys’ career mark
of 127 was set by Parker Hess, who
played alongside LaCorte the last two
winters and had a role in his perfor-
mance.

“Parker is a big reason for my suc-
cess,” LaCorte said. “We used to go to
the Y and spend hours doing shooting
drills. Always practicing and compet-
ing against each other was huge for me.
Becoming the player and shooter I am
today definitely took a lot of practice.”

Given the proliferation of private/
catholic school basketball powerhouses
in northeast Jersey, you would think a
player of LaCorte’s ability and blood-
lines (his father Jim and uncle Pete both
played for Bill Raftery at Seton Hall in
the ’70s) would have gotten a few “of-
fers” or at least a sniff.

“No, none of them ever approached
me to play on their teams,” LaCorte
said. “And I don’t think I would have if
they had. I’ve been playing with the
same group of kids in all sports since I
started. I wouldn’t want it any other
way.”

The last two WHS teams have fea-
tured extremely balanced scoring, and
talented guys like Owen Murray, Hess,
Nick Mele, Danny Mitchell, Sean
Elliott, Chris Boutsikaris and Jelani
Pierre. This year LaCorte is the guy
opponents know they have to stop (good
luck with that) or at least slow down if
they want to win.

“Being the only returning starter from
last year’s (18-7) team, Matt naturally
had the bulk of the pressure falling on
his shoulders,” WHS coach Daryl
Palmieri said. “He has handled that
responsibility fabulously. And on top
of being a very good player, he’s a great
teammate.”

If anybody wanted video proof, they
should go to the Varsity Vantage page
on Facebook and watch the video of the
Jan. 19 game at Plainfield. Around the
1:22 mark, LaCorte grabs a loose ball
and heads downcourt in what quickly
develops into a 2-on-0 break. He could
easily have gone in for a spectacular,
crowd-pleasing dunk. Instead, LaCorte
throws a perfect bounce pass to team-
mate Adam McDaniel for an easy lay-
up.

“Sometimes I tell him that he’s too
unselfish,” Palmieri said. “There are
times when he gives it up when he
really should just be attacking the rim.
But that’s a good problem to have with
a player.”

After scoring 161 points as a sopho-
more, LaCorte added 288 as a junior –
third on the team behind Hess (367)
and Murray (331). This year he has 202
points through 15 games, giving him
651 for his career. On the school’s top
40 alltime scorers (500 or more points),

LaCorte has gone from not on the chart
to No. 24, and rising fast. He recently
passed Hall of Famers Jim Kane (524),
Dick Myers (544) and Brian Ciemniecki
(570), along with contemporaries (last
10 years) like Scott Toresco (601), Pat
Sabatino (612), Murray (618), Keegan
Hess (622) – Parker’s older brother and
the former all-time leader in 3-pointers
with 112 – and Tommy Bonard (649).
(He went into Tuesday’s game needing
five points to pass Tony DiIorio and
nine to top current assistant coach James
McKeon.)

LaCorte comes from an athletic fam-
ily. In addition to his father and uncle,
older brother Danny (’13) was an all-
state soccer goalie. As a kid Matt played
football, basketball and baseball, but
he dropped football when he got to high

school.
He also played shortstop and was a

top hitter on the 2015 junior varsity
baseball team that went 20-4 and won
the county jayvee tournament title. But,
feeling that he needed to play AAU
basketball to get college coaches look-
ing at him, LaCorte didn’t play baseball

last spring.
“I had played AAU when I was

younger but stopped after sixth grade,”
he said. “I know it’s a big part in recruit-
ing, so I decided not to play baseball
last year so I could return to AAU. The
season went well and it was fun. But
I’m happy to be playing baseball again
this year.”

Right now LaCorte has his final high
school basketball season to finish off.
He plans on playing in college, likely at
either Susquehanna or Misericordia.
Palmieri will be sad to see ‘2’ go.

“Matt is one of those kids who I’ve
never had to worry about working hard,”
Palmieri said. “Since he was a fresh-
man, he’s never missed a game, a work-
out or a practice. Something a lot of
people don’t know is that Matt played
last year’s state tournament with a bro-
ken (shooting) hand. I’m sure it hurt
him very much, but there was no way he
was going to sit out those games.

“I could go on and on about Matt.”
IN ADDITION …

While Jim and Pete LaCorte were at
Seton Hall University, they played sum-
mer ball in the high-powered and well-
attended Jersey Shore Basketball
League. The JSBL rosters in the 1970s
and ’80s included both NBA players
and outstanding collegians. WHS
graduates Tim Goski (’72), Boo Bow-
ers (’77) and Spud Monroe (’77) were
also in the league around that time.

UCT HOCKEY
WHS was seeded second to Summit

in the Union County Tournament and
both had first-round byes. The Blue
Devils (7-5-6) played last night in the
semifinals against whoever won the
Scotch Plains vs. Cranford opening-
round game. Last night’s winner ad-
vances to Sunday’s 1:30 p.m. final at
Warinanco Ice Skating Center in
Roselle.

WHS won its only county title in
2013, and losing in the final to Summit
in 2010, 2011, 2014 and 2015. The
Devils lost in the semifinals to the
Hilltoppers last winter.

WHS WRESTLING
After dropping a 35-28 decision to

Roselle Park on Friday night, the wres-
tling team rebounded Saturday to sweep
Middletown South (44-21), Kenilworth
(54-15) and Clark (50-17) in a quad
meet at Clark. The Devils are currently
12-7 and, after facing Berkeley Heights
last night and Cranford tomorrow, hop-
ing for a home match in the sectional
tournament on Monday.

IN PASSING
Butch Trucks, a drummer and found-

ing member of the Allman Brothers
Band, passed away Jan. 24 at age 69.
With Trucks and Jaimoe Johanson on
dual drums, Duane Allman and Dickey
Betts on co-lead guitar, Gregg Allman
on keyboards and Berry Oakley on bass,
the Allman Brothers took southern pro-
gressive rock to another level in the late
’60s and early ’70s.

CRUSE SINKS 15, NELSON 14; McDANIEL SCORES 18 PTs

Raiders Rebound From Loss,
Chill Westfield Cagers, 56-47

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team bounced
back from their first loss of the season
with a 56-47 victory over border rival
Westfield on January 26 before a
packed gym filled with raucous Raider
fans in Scotch Plains. Lamont Cruse
led the victorious Raiders with 15
points, while teammate Nigel Nelson
chipped in with 14. The win set the
Raiders’ season mark at 14-1, a vast
improvement over last season’s effort,
which produced just three victories.

“I think tonight’s win was huge for
us,” said Scotch Plains-Fanwood sec-
ond year Head Coach Steve Siracusa.
“Defense really keyed the victory.
The energy and effort was there
throughout the entire game. Raider
Nation was out in full force tonight
and they were a big factor in helping
us get past our rivals. We told our kids

heading into the fourth quarter that
they were going to have to do it with
defense the rest of the way and they
just kind of fed off of the energy that
was coming from the stands.”

The game represented yet another
test for the Raiders on the heels of
their first loss two days earlier against
Roselle. While not fielding one of
their typically experienced and tal-
ented rosters this season, Westfield
(6-9) was still easily among the best
opponents the Raiders have faced to
date. With an outstanding player in
guard Adam McDaniel, the Blue Dev-
ils hoped to continue their trend of
recent dominance over the Raiders,
while getting their own season back
on track.

Things began well for the visitors
as Westfield surged to a 10-4 lead
midway through the opening quarter.
Matt LaCorte easily broke the Raider
press and scored on a lay-up to open
the action then hit a 3-point bomb to
extend his team’s lead to six points
with 3:38 left in the quarter. Sopho-
more guard Marshall Roberson
drained a baseline 3-pointer with just
over a minute to play, staking the Blue
Devils to a 16-11 lead heading into
the second quarter.

The Raiders roared back, outscoring
Westfield, 9-2, over the first five min-
utes of the second quarter to take a 20-
18 lead. Nelson, a 6’3" forward,
scored six points, which included a
thunderous dunk that helped the Raid-
ers outscore Westfield 16-7 in the
quarter as they took a 27-23 lead into
the locker room.

The Raiders picked up where they
left off in the third quarter. Senior
Teddy Willmott drove through the lane
for a basket then Nelson scored from
inside to make it 31-23. Then Willmott
dropped in a 3-pointer from the corner
giving Scotch Plains-Fanwood its big-
gest lead of the game (34-23) with
5:30 left in the quarter. Willmott fin-
ished the game with 10 points.

“It just set up for me where my
teammates moved the ball around well
and they got me some open looks in
the third quarter,” said Willmott.
“They were passing the ball around
the perimeter really well and the spac-
ing was good. I’m supposed to make
those shots. This game meant a lot to
us because we haven’t beaten them in

a while and we needed to bounce back
after a poor performance against
Roselle.”

Westfield was not about to roll over
though. The Blue Devils stayed within
hailing distance pulling to within eight
at 41-33 by the end of the third quar-
ter. McDaniel’s 3-point shot 30 sec-
onds into the final quarter got them
even closer at 41-36. Two minutes
later the Blue Devils would get even
closer after a put back by Tristan
Quallis made it 43-40.

Westfield could get no closer how-
ever. A pair of free throws by Jack
Brady followed by a huge steal and
lay-up by Tommy Drubulis that be-
came a 3-point play after he was fouled
put the Raiders up 48-40 with 1:48
remaining in regulation. Two more
free throws by Drubulis followed by a
fast break lay-up from Cruse put the
Raiders up by 10, 52-42 with just
under a minute left.

Meanwhile, the Raider defense
locked it down as they held Westfield
without a field goal for a stretch of
five minutes until McDaniel finally
broke the scoring draught with a 3-
pointer as the buzzer sounded making
the final score 56-47. McDaniel led
all Westfield scorers with 18 points.

“Give Scotch Plains credit for re-
ally taking us out of our offense for a
large portion of the game, including
the final five minutes or so,” said
Westfield Head Coach Daryl Palmieri.
“Really, they have been doing that all
year long. They are doing a really nice
job over there.”

The nice defensive job included
clamping down on LaCorte,
Westfield’s top shooting threat. After
scoring five points in the opening
four minutes, LaCorte was contained
the rest of the way and was held
without another field goal. La Corte
finished with just 11 points for the
game, six of them coming on free
throws.

“Matt usually makes those shots,”
said Palmieri. “At times we needed to
get better shots. We’re a pretty young
team this season so we are going to
have our ups and downs with consis-
tency on offense. If Adam McDaniel
didn’t play as well as he did tonight,
we’d have been in trouble.”
Westfield 16   7 10 14 47
Sc Pl-Fanwood 11 16 14 15 56

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WAITING FOR THE PASS...Raider Nigel Nelson, left, awaits a pass from teammate Tommy Drubulis, right, in the rivalry
game against Westfield on January 26 in Scotch Plains. The Raiders defeated the Blue Devils, 56-47.

MMColdwell Banker Residential Brokerage is pleased to announce that

Michele Giacci Miller 
has affiliated with the team of extraordinary  

real estate professionals in the Westfield-West Office.

As an affiliated sales associate with Coldwell Banker, Michele will  
offer the highest quality real estate services and programs with one of  

the largest and most respected Realtors in the state.

600 North Avenue West
Westfield, NJ 07090

Office: (908) 233-0065  |  Cell: (908) 346-2406
Michele.Miller@cbmoves.com

Michele Giacci Miller 
Sales Associate

coldwellbankerhomes.com/westfieldwest

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the FairHousing Act and the Equal 
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registeredservice marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas,

Arnold & Mangan, L.L.C.

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
www.jonbramnick.com

Motor Vehicle
Traffic Violations?

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of an Engineer during the year
2017; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40A-11-et sq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services with-
out competitive bids be publicly adver-
tised; and

WHEREAS, the award of this contract is
pursuant to a fair and open process in
accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44a-20.4, et
seq.,

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY
RESOLVED by the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, New Jersey,
that Ferriero Engineering, Inc., 180 Main
Street, Chester, New Jersey, be appointed
Consulting Engineer to the Planning Board
for the period effective from January 9,
2017 to December 31, 2017.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this
contract is awarded without competitive
bidding as  “professional services” under
the provisions of said Local Public Con-
tracts Law, because N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)
specifically exempts such “professional
services” from competitive bidding;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Land Use Secretary of the Township of
Scotch Plains is hereby authorized and
directed to publish a copy of this resolution
in the official newspaper of the Township
of Scotch Plains in a timely manner.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

1 T - 2/2/17, The Times Fee: $35.19

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
February 15, 2017 in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeal for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.

Michael Wong, 814 Summit Avenue.
Applicant is appealing the zoning official’s
decision that a proposed two-story addi-
tion with an encroachment of two (2) feet
into the side yard for a bay window, vio-
lates Section 11.09E6 of the Land Use
Ordinance, which requires a minimum side
yard setback of 10 feet. The zoning official
has calculated a side yard setback of 8
feet. The applicant maintains the zoning
official’s decision was an error, and that
Section 12.03B5 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance allows a bay window to encroach up
to three (3) feet into any required yard,
provided the area of such encroachment
does not exceed 15 square feet, and that
such encroachment is limited to the ground
floor of the building. In the alternative, the
applicant is requesting c variance relief
from Section 11.09E6 of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a side yard setback of
8 feet, where 10 feet is required.

Mariana Bozzetti, 528 West Broad
Street. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a two-story addition contrary to
sections 12.04F1, 12.04E, 11.12E6,
12.03D, 11.12E13, 11.12E14 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building coverage of 20%. Proposed
is 23.6%. Ordinance allows a maximum
floor area ratio of 35%. Proposed is 40.9%.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 10 feet. Proposed is 5.6 feet.
Ordinance requires a front yard setback of
25 feet (EFYD). Proposed is 24.1 feet.
Ordinance allows a maximum continuous
wall length for a side wall of 25 feet. Pro-
posed is + 70 feet. Ordinance requires a
minimum one-car garage. Proposed is no
garage.

Arthur Gawkowski, 536 West Broad
Street. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a deck, extend an existing mud
room, and retain two sheds contrary to
Section 11.12E6, 12.04F2, 11.12E14,
13.02B2, 13.01G1a of the Land Use Ordi-
nance.  Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is
4.4 feet. Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage with a deck of 22%.
Proposed is 25.9%. Ordinance requires a
minimum one-car garage. Proposed is no
garage. Ordinance allows one shed on the
property. Proposed are two sheds. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set-
back for a shed of 5 feet. Proposed is 2.5
feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/2/17, The Leader Fee: $66.30

Courtesy of Varsity Vantage

Matt LaCorte shows nice technique
while making a 3-pointer against
Morristown in December.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
PERSON-TO-PERSON

TRANSER OF RETAIL LICENSE

TAKE NOTICE that application has been
made to the Borough Council of the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey 07023 for a person to person trans-
fer to BEMSK Enterprises LLC of the Ple-
nary Retail Consumption Liquor License
No. 2005-33-003-014, heretofore issued
to FANGILL LLC, and which is and shall
remain a pocket license.

The persons who will hold an interest in
this license as members of BEMSK Enter-
prises LLC are:

Bryant F. Pantano, 18 Plymouth Road,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090;

Jacqueline Pantano, 18 Plymouth Road,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090;

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Eleanor McGovern,
Borough Clerk, Borough of Fanwood, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey 07023.

By: BEMSK Enterprises LLC
c/o Timothy L. Horn, Esq.

Villani & DeLuca, P.C.
703 Richmond Avenue

Point Pleasant Beach, New Jersey 08742
(732) 892-9050

1 T - 2/2/17
2/9/17, The Times Fee: $59.16
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SIMPSON, T. MILLER PIN; COMPOSTO MAJ. DECISION

Ro. Park Panthers Outpace
WF Blue Devil Matmen, 35-28

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lineup shuffling and a few new
faces presented by both coaches made
for a very interesting and competitive
match between the visiting Roselle
Park Panthers and the Westfield High
School wrestling team on January 27.
After losing the first two bouts, the
13-3 Panthers won six straight bouts
to grab a 26-10 lead midway through
the match then won two of the remain-
ing six bouts to salvage a 35-28 vic-
tory.

“We went with what we had. We’ve
got to have the mentality that if some-
body is not in our lineup, we need to
have somebody step up. We had a
couple of guys out. We needed people
to fill those roles and come through. I
think everybody gave a good effort.
We knew we were going to need more
than a good effort. We needed all 14
kids to really do their job and maybe
somebody to do a little bit more than
do his job,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz said.

After Blue Devil Phil Ricca re-
ceived a forfeit in the first bout of the
evening at 285-lbs, the Blue Devils,
as they had been doing all season,
shuffled their personnel in the 106,
113 and 120-lb classes in order to get
favorable results against the Panthers’
three quality wrestlers.

CJ Composto, who placed third in
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
at 113-lbs, dropped to 106 and worked
four takedowns, including a slick
duck-under, to claim a 9-1 majority
decision over Gabe Leo, who took
second in the UCT at that weight. At
that time, Westfield held a 10-0 team
lead.

“That was the kid that Luke [Hoerle]
wrestled, so I watched that match. I
knew he was looking low single
[takedown]. I just stopped that. He
took a low single and I did a re-shot
when he came up, he came up pretty
high, which left him open for a shot.
On top, I was riding him pretty good.
I just couldn’t really get a turn,”
Composto explained.

Zach Rabinowitz, who competed
at 120-lbs in the UCT, dropped to 113
to face UCT champ Mark Montgom-
ery and hung tough to yield a 12-4
major decision. Luke Hoerle, the UCT
106-lb champ, jumped up to 120 to
face Jon Mejia (3rd in UCT), who
recorded a pair of takedowns, includ-
ing a nice short arm drag to gain a 5-
0 decision.

Panther Josh Mejia recorded four
double-leg takedowns and a nearfall
at 126-lbs to earn a 12-3 major deci-
sion over Jeremy Silber, who actually
saved two team points when he man-

aged to wiggle out of a pinning situa-
tion. At 132-lbs, Panther Dylan
Camilo recorded a reversal, a cradle
nearfall and a last-second barrel roll
to secure a 7-3 decision over Emmett
Smith.

Panther Elvin Guerrero added six
team points when he converted a bar-
rel roll to a pin in 3:22 over Luke
Scanlan at 138-lbs then Rene Perez
gave the Panthers a 26-10 lead when
he pinned Sean Dwyer in 1:01 with an
arm bar/half nelson.

Blue Devil Jordan Simpson came
out like a ball of fire at 152-lbs and
presented Westfield with six team
points when he pinned Angelo Martin
in 1:49 with a tight waist/half nelson
maneuver.

“Jordan’s got the tools. It’s just a
matter of putting them together for six
minutes. We’ve seen him wrestle
matches where his puts them together
for two or three or four. Once he
realizes how good he is, he’s going to
win a lot of matches,” Coach Kurz
expressed.

Making his season debut after nurs-
ing a concussion, Blue Devil Tim
Miller, who competed at 138-lbs last
year, made great use of his mat time at
160-lbs and pinned Dave Cicak in
2:52 with a half nelson/tight waist to
narrow the team score to 26-22.

“I was nervous going into it. First
day of practice was last week. There
were three or four days where I

Blue Devils’ Thievery Thwarts Cougars, 52-27
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

pointers, and added three rebounds
and three steals. Cam Wichelns (4
points, 3 assists, 3 steals) grabbed nine
rebounds and Caroline McCaffrey (2
steals, assist) had eight rebounds.
Brianna Scotti (5 rebounds, assist) and
Caroline Kelly (2 steals) each sank
four points and Lauren Infante added
two points and an assist.

The blatant acts of thievery began
immediately and the Blue Devils
zoomed to a 14-6 first-quarter lead.

Devitt scored the first four points on
lay-ups. Ryan and Rinaldi each banged
a 3-pointer and sank a 2-pointer. Kelly
scored four points and Infante added
a 2-pointer. By halftime, the Blue
Devils had a 28-13 lead and Ryan
bucketed 10 points all thanks to as-
sists via steals. Williamson sank her
first three, while Wichelns and Scotti
each added 2-pointers.

The Cougars could muster only five
points (all by Williamson) in the third

quarter due the Blue Devils’ stubborn
defense and continued sleight of hand.
Ryan sank her final eight points in the
quarter, a pair of 3-pointers and a lay-
up), while Stravach and Sgro each
added two points to up the Blue Dev-
ils’ lead to 40-18. Most of the Blue
Devil starters took a seat in the fourth
quarter that ended when Williamson
sank a 3-pointer at the buzzer.

“You got to always play your hard-
est no matter what the scoreboard
says. If you play your hardest, harder
teams like we have on Saturday and
next week, it’s going to work out.
Keep going hard to the basket. Keep
playing great defense. That’s all you
can do,” Devitt said.

Saturday’s game would be with the
13-3 New Providence Pioneers, who
beat Westfield, 45-32, on January 10.
The Pioneers boast a very strong trio
of all-around athletes with Katie
Kinum, Sara Zeto and Hannah
Caminiti.

“They are going to be a great offen-
sive team. We know that going in.
They are also very good on defense,
so we have to watch Katie Kinum
because she is a scorer and going to
U. Penn next year. She’s very strong
so we got to play a lot of help defense
and also watch the kick-outs for the
threes (3-pointers) because they can
shoot threes. It’s going to be an over-
all team effort on defense,” Devitt
said.

“Katie Kinam I probably will have
to guard. They are a very strong of-
fensive team and we got to make sure
we box out, all of us collectively.
They all come in and crash the boards
and that was our main problem when
we played them,” Ryan said.

“On offense, we got to keep work-
ing the ball. Our first or second look
at the basket are not going to be great
ones but after we get five or six passes,
things will start to open up even if
they are in ‘zone’ or ‘man’. We will
definitely just work the ball and get
good shots,” Devitt said.

Another situation to avoid would
be stopping scoring runs.

“Usually we try to keep our compo-
sure. Every team is going to have a
run. You can’t give up but you know
you are going to hit some shots and
you are going to close that gap or even
go ahead. You got to keep going after
the ball, play hard and that will help
out with the run situation,” Devitt
said.

“Sometimes we take a deep breath
and keep our cool, not get flustered.
Everyone collectively has to calm
down,” Ryan added.
Cranford   6   7   5   9 27
Westfield 14 14 12 12 52

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONTROLLING FROM THE TOP...Blue Devil Jordan Simpson controls Panther Angelo Martin in his 152-lb bout.
Simpson used a half nelson/tight waist maneuver to pin Martin in 1:49 in Westfield on January 27.

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083
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PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice is hereby given that sealed pro-
posals will be received by the Township of
Cranford, Union County, New Jersey for
the “LINCOLN AVENUE WEST – SEC-
TION 2” project and be opened and read in
public at the Township of Cranford Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, on Thurs-
day, February 23, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. pre-
vailing time.

The project primarily consists of milling
and resurfacing with the addition of the
construction of accessible curb ramps,
reconstruction of curbs, concrete and hot
mix asphalt driveways, full-depth pave-
ment repairs, traffic striping, resetting of
existing inlet castings with minor upgrades,
and all other improvements shown on the
project plans. All work on this contract shall
commence no later than April 14, 2017
and be completed no later than June 13,
2017. The Contractor shall have sixty (60)
calendar days from the issuance of the
Notice to Proceed to complete all work.
The completion date recognizes that the
Engineer may approve suspension of work
for weather issues. The Contractor must
provide appropriate labor and equipment
to complete the contract within this speci-
fied schedule.

Contract Documents and Drawings for
the proposed work, which have been pre-
pared by the Township Engineer, Carl P.
O’Brien, P.E. of Maser Consulting P.A.,
are on file at the Township of Cranford, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016 as well as the office of said Engi-
neer at 400 Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount
Arlington, New Jersey 07856 and may be
inspected by prospective bidders during
business hours, beginning Thursday, Feb-
ruary 2, 2017.

Bidders will be furnished with a copy of
the Contract Documents by request upon
proper notice and payment of a non-re-
fundable charge of $100 payable to Maser
Consulting P.A. to defray the cost thereof.
Contract documents are available at the
Engineer’s Office, Maser Consulting P.A.,
400 Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount Arling-
ton, New Jersey 07856, (973) 398-3110.
Proposals must be made on the standard
Proposal forms in the manner designated
in the Contract documents, and must be
enclosed in sealed envelopes bearing the
name and address of the Bidder and the
name of the project on the outside, The
envelope must be accompanied by a State-
ment of Consent of Surety from a surety
company authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and acceptable to the
municipality and either a Bid Bond or a
Certified Check drawn to the order of “Town-
ship of Cranford” for not less than ten
percent (10 percent) of the amount bid,
except that the check shall not exceed
$20,000.00. The successful bidder is

hereby notified that a performance bond
and labor and material (payment) bond for
the full amount of this project is required.

All bids shall be addressed to Tara
Rowley, Township Clerk, 8 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.
The bidding contractor shall submit one
(1) original and one (1) copy of their bid,
both respectively labeled.

The award of the Contract for this project
will not be made until the necessary funds
have been provided by the Owner in a
lawful manner.

The Township or the Engineer reserves
the right to require a complete financial
and experience statement from prospec-
tive bidders showing that they have satis-
factorily completed work of the nature re-
quired before furnishing proposal forms or
specifications, or before awarding the Con-
tract.

Proposals for this Contract will only be
accepted from bidders who have properly
qualified in accordance with the require-
ments of the Contract documents.

The right is also reserved to reject any or
all bids or to waive any informalities where
such informality is not detrimental to the
best interest of the Owner. Further, the
Owner reserves the right to abandon the
project and reject the bids entirely if any
legal or state or federal administrative ac-
tion is taken against the Owner which
could delay or jeopardize the project from
commencing. The right is also reserved to
increase or decrease the quantities speci-
fied in the manner designated in the Speci-
fications.

The successful bidder shall be required
to comply with the following:

A. Affirmative Action requirements (P.L.
1975, C.127, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq.).

B. The provisions of the New Jersey
Prevailing Wage Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25
et seq.).

C. Anti-Kickback Regulations under Sec-
tion 2 of the Act of June 13, 1934, known as
the Copeland Act.

D. Worker and Community Right-to-
Know Act (N.J.S.A. 34:5A-1).

E. Anti-Drug/Alcohol plan in accordance
with 49 CFR Parts 40, 199 and 391.

The bid must also be accompanied by a
list of names and addresses of all stock-
holders owning 10 percent or more of the
stock in accordance with the provisions of
the Public Disclosure Law (P.L. 1988, C.33,
N.J.S.A. 52:25-24.2).

Financial assistance for these activities
is made possible by the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation. The Contrac-
tor is required to submit the necessary
documentation required to administer the
grant.

By order of the Township Council.
Thomas H. Hannon, Jr., Mayor
Terence Wall, Township Administrator

Tara Rowley,
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/2/17, The Leader Fee: $114.75

Mark Ciccotelli Approved As
Raider Football Head Coach
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School football team will have a
new, but not really new, head coach
next fall. Mark Ciccotelli, who has
been “Board” approved, may be new
to the Raider program but he brings
with him an extensive, and winning,
resume with reference to coaching
football.

Last year, Ciccotelli had been the

head coach for the North Plainfield
Canucks and set up an offensive-
minded team, since that seems to be
his specialty, especially working
with and developing quarterbacks.
During the 2015 season, Ciccotelli
was the offensive coordinator of the
undefeated, 12-0 Cranford Cougars
under Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier.
Both Rosenmeier and Ciccotelli
went to high school at A.L. Johnson
in Clark.

During that run, the Cougars set a
school record, outscoring opponents,
515-185, and also won the North 2,
Group 3 Championship with a 50-23
victory over Chatham. Quarterback
Jack Schetelich, now at Villanova,
completed 102 of 162 passes for 1,998
yards, including 24 touchdowns and
rushed for 1,122 yards, including 21
touchdowns. (The Westfield Leader
files from December 24, 2015).

Prior to his stay at Cranford,
Ciccotelli was the head coach at St.
John Vianney and before that he won
sectional titles as head coach at Free-
hold Borough and Neptune.

As of January 26, according to SPF
Director of Athletics Ryan Miller,
“there have been no updates for assis-
tant coaches.”

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

John C. Wiley
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2025

935 Cleveland Avenue, Westfield $449,000
Bright and spacious 3 bedroom bi-level on quiet street with open floor plan that captures
sunlight all day long. The first level has a large family room with Andersen Sliders to
the rear yard, powder room, laundry room and a large bedroom as well as access to the
1-car garage. The second level has an eat-in-kitchen, living room, dining room, 2
bedrooms and the main bathroom. The central air, washer and dryer are newer.

434 Summit Avenue, Westfield $699,000
Turn of the century Victorian on a lovely quarter-acre 1/2 block from train and
Downtown! 5 bedrooms, 2.5 baths with high ceilings, moldings & hardwood
throughout. Updated kitchen and butler pantry  overlook the deck, rear yard
and 2-car detached garage. The first floor has an enclosed front porch, entry
foyer with a classic Victorian split staircase, formal living room and office was
recently renovated with cherry wood floors and French doors, dining room, family
room, powder room, kitchen and butler pantry. The second floor has four
bedrooms and a full bath. The third floor has high ceilings, a fifth bedroom and
a large storage room. The basement is finished with a rec room, full bath, laundry
room and a brick room that is begging to become a walk-in wine cellar.

109 Summit Court, Westfield $650,000
Grand Colonial Split on a half-acre of private, manicured property. The ground
level of this home is an entertainer's dream with a massive open concept family
room (35'x20')with wood burning fireplace that overlooks the expansive back yard
with a slate patio, heated Gunite pool and lighted basketball court. The recently
renovated chef's kitchen has a granite center island that overlooks the back yard,
breakfast bar, Bosch double oven and Sub Zero refrigerator that leads to the elegant
formal dining room. The formal living room has high vaulted ceilings. All 4 bedrooms
are on the same level of this thoughtfully expanded split-level home. The master
suite has extra large closet space and a gorgeous marble bathroom. All tucked
away on a quiet, tree-lined court. Your own 5-Star resort! New roof and driveway.

SOLD!!!

Cougars Win Final 5 Bouts,
Defeat Raider Matmen, 37-24

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

give up any points, I can’t lose so I
went out there with that mentality.

Wustefeld did not give up points.
After a scoreless first period, Wustefeld
worked a three-point nearside cradle
and went on to win, 6-0.

“That cradle was pretty tight. I never
squeezed so hard in my life. I came
from the front head and he stepped
up, posted his leg and I powered it to
a cradle. It was a match changer,”
Wustefeld explained.

“Palazzola lost to him in counties,
comes back, back-and-forth match,
wrestles tough and doesn’t give up.
That’s what we are talking about when
we are stressing wrestling a whole
match. Wustefeld from the start, be-
ing aggressive, wrestling tough. That’s
what we stress in the room. Our con-
ditioning! Nobody was tired. You can
see our kids beginning to peak at the
right time,” Raider Head Coach Marc
Fabiano said.

The Cougars’ comeback began at
285-lbs where Alex Esposito had no
takers then at 106-lbs, Pat Kalnins
recorded a reversal in the third phase
of overtime to top Mike Fleck, 2-0.
Evan Kanterman recorded a pair of
takedowns and an escape to defeat
Jeremy Lenart, 5-1, at 113-lbs. An-
thony Capece’s clinic of eight
takedowns earned him an 18-7 major
decision over Justin Sidebottom at
120-lbs then Connor Halpin capped
off the evening with a 10-1 major
decision over Matt Fleck at 126-lbs.

The first bout of the evening had
Raider Mateo Velez clamping Kyell
Roper with a reverse cradle in 5:10 at
132-lbs. At 138-lbs, Cougar Tom
DiGiovanni added to his 100+ career
wins with a 5-0 decision over Jack
Cannon. Cougar AJ Bencivenga re-
ceived a forfeit at 145-lbs. At 160-lbs,
Brian McGovern used cradles, tilts and
takedowns to harvest a 16-1 tech fall in
4:14 over Alex Oslislo. At 170-lbs,
Cougar Josh DeChillo used a pair of
double grapevine/power half maneu-
vers to defeat Zach Fleischman, 8-2.

After Wustefeld’s win, Raider Ed
Smith body pressed Justin McLean in
57 seconds at 195-lbs then Raider
Bobby Mount pinned Anthony
Ramirez with a headlock in 4:41 at
220-lbs. The Cougars’ run of five
bouts came afterwards.

“We have been in tight matches all
season and the guys have picked it up
tremendously. The biggest factor is
we are coming together as a team. We
are becoming a family. The kids are
buying into the program and what we

are looking for in the effort. Cranford
is unbelievable. For us to stay close
with them and wrestle as tough as we
did, I couldn’t be more proud of our
boys,” Coach Fabiano expressed.

“Our chemistry is building in the
room and through hanging out just
outside the school. We are coming
together as a team. Our lineup is get-
ting stronger as the year goes on,”
Palazzola said.

“I agree with Nick. We are getting
a lot better as the year progresses.
The more practice the better we are.
More confidence is there. Can’t lose
when you are confident,” Wustefeld
added.

“This was a good match for my
team to battle through before facing a
quad with tough teams, so you have to
take away the positives and reflect on
where things didn’t go our way. Now
we move forward and we are back in
the room training for the next leg of
this season,” Coach Gorman said.

“We have a lot of tough matches
still,” Coach Fabiano said. “Hope-
fully we can make a state section and
make a run and do something special
in districts and later on.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
132: — Velez (S) p Roper 5:10
138: — DiGiovanni (C) d Cannon 5-0
145: — Bencivenga (C) won forfeit
152: — Palazzola (S) d Nigro 8-6
160: — McGovern (C) tf Oslislo, 16-1,
4:14
170: — DeChillo (C) d Fleischman 8-2
182: — Wustefeld (S) d Concina 6-0
195: — Smith (S) p McLean :57
220: — Mount (S) p Ramirez 4:41
Hwt: — Esposito (C) won forfeit
106: — Kalnins (C) d Fleck 2-0 OT
113: — Kanterman (C) d Lenart 5-1
120: — Capece (C) md Sidebottom
18-7
126: — Halpin (C) md Fleck10-1

High Point, Warren Hills
Mat Results on page 14

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

Blue Devils Swim Past B. Cath
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

(2:01.53). Bergen Catholic’s Joe Om
was second (2:04.29).

Next up, Eric Bebel collected the
first of his two individual victories
with a win in the 50-freestyle (22.36).
Bebel touched just ahead of Blue
Devil teammate Griff Morgan (22.58)
as Westfield went 1-2 in the event.

Colin Daniel kept the first place
finishes coming for Westfield with a
victory in the 100-butterfly (53.76).
Eric Bebel followed that up with is
second individual victory of the day
this time in the 100-freestyle (49.44).
David Lindros (52.36) was second
and Ryan Bebel (52.74) was third
completing a 1-2-3 Blue Devil sweep
in the event.

Bergen Catholic finally intruded
on the string of Westfield victories
when Austin Lee won the 500-
freestyle (4:51.17) ahead of Blue
Devil Griff Morgan (4:53.27) who
finished second.

In an exciting 200-freestyle relay,
the Blue Devil team of Eric Bebel,
Ryan Bebel, Matt Barmakian and
Griff Morgan turned in a winning
time of 1:32.55 just ahead of team-
mates Conor Heffernan, Colin Daniel,
Jack Cifelli and Aedan Collins
(1:32.79).

In another tight race, Tom
Scrivanich took first place in the
100-backstroke for Bergen Catho-
lic. Scrivanich posted a winning time
of (55.25), nudging out Blue Devil
David Lindros (55.38). Steve War-
ren touched first in the 100-breast-
stroke (1:01.10) for Westfield far
ahead of Bergen Catholic’s Ian Liu
(1:04.82).

Westfield finished up their impres-
sive overall performance with a win
in the 400-freestyle relay where the
team of Aedan Collins, Colin Daniel,
Ryan Bebel and Eric Bebel produced
a first place time of 3:24.79.

WF Blue Devil Icemen Tie
Summit, 1-1, Howell, 4-4

Photo by James Finver

SCORING THE LONE GOAL...Junior Assistant Captain Kenny Meyer scored
Westfield’s lone goal in their 1-1 tie against Summit on January 24.

The 7-5-6 Westfield High School
boys Ice Hockey team, led by senior
captains Ethan Finver and Brendan
Glenn, tied the Summit Hilltoppers,
1-1, in an away night game at
Warinanco Rink on January 24. For
the Blue Devils, coming off of a big 7-
4 win over Johnson and a 3-0 loss to
these same top-ranked Hilltoppers, it
was a critical night.

The game intensity was apparent
from the very first puck drop when, at
2:02 remaining in the first period,
senior captain Corey McManus
scored on a blast from the point on
assists from Spencer Myers and Luc
Radice. The Hilltoppers would main-
tain this 1-0 lead until a power play
equalizer goal by Blue Devils assis-
tant captain Kenny Meyer on assists
from freshmen forward Ben Conrod
and freshman defensemen Trevor
Tanella at 5:45 remaining in the sec-
ond period to take the score to 1-1 at
the end of two periods.

This highly competitive game saw a
lot of action in a fever-pitched third, but
no scoring, as the Blue Devils and
Hilltoppers skated to a 1-1 final. Goal-
keeper Finver tucked away 24 saves on
25 shots and Summit netminder Wilson
Lees stopped 20 shots out of 21.

On January 25, the Blue Devils
took the ice to face the Howell Rebels

in a home game at Warinanco Rink. It
looked like a big Blue Devils night as
Tanella got the scoring started at 9:13
remaining in the first period on wicked
shot from the point on an assist from
Conrod. Four minutes later, junior
center Sean Taylor, riding a hot stick,
ripped the puck past goalie Eric
McMahon on an assist from junior
defenseman Tanner Devin.

The Rebels would not go down
without a fight and, at 11:31 remain-
ing in the first period, Ryan Damelio
scored his first of four goals on the
night, on an assist from Dylan Kramer
to bring the score to 2-1. The Blue
Devils came storming back when, at
8:20 left in the second period, Conrod
slammed the puck to the back of the
net on an assist from junior blue liner
Leo Warsh to take the game to 3-1.
Five minutes later, the Rebels brought
the game back to 3-2 on another goal
from Damelio, on assists from Sean
Mylod and Evan Ganz. With 52 sec-
onds remaining in the second period,
Taylor and the Blue Devils struck
again on an assist from Meyer, taking
the score to 4-2 at the end of two
periods.

Halfway through the third period,
the Blue Devils received a five-minute
major penalty for boarding. This
would prove to be the pivotal play of
the night as Howell jumped on the
man advantage to net two goals, in-
cluding the equalizer at 5:50 remain-
ing in the game to take the game to a
4-4 tie. That’s where the game would
end, despite Westfield intensely turn-
ing up the heat for the game’s final
minutes. Blue Devils goalie Finver
grabbed 23 out of 27 shots and Rebels
goalie McMahon stopped 24 out of
28 shots for the tie.

The Union County Boys Ice Hockey
Tournament began this week at
Warinanco Rink. The Westfield Blue
Devils, seeded second behind rival
Summit, would take on the winner of
the January 30 match between Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Cranford this
Saturday, February 4, at 1:30 p.m.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

BID ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Westfield Public Schools will accept bids
for New Barrier-Free Lift at Roosevelt
Intermediate School, 301 Clark Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, together
with all work incidental thereto, in accor-
dance with the requirements of the draw-
ings and specifications prepared by Fraytak
Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. (FVHD) Archi-
tects-Planners, FVHD Project 4777E1,
www.fvhdpc.com.

BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED AS
FOLLOWS: SINGLE OVER-
ALL CONTRACT (C008 OR
C009 WITH C047)

Sealed Bids are due by March 1,
2017, 1:30 p.m. (prevailing time) to the
Westfield Board of Education, attention of
Ms. Dana Sullivan, Business Administra-
tor, Room 101, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, and will be publicly
opened and read immediately thereafter.
Any Bid received after that time shall be
rejected.

Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
New Jersey 08618, and may be inspected
by prospective bidders during regular busi-
ness hours. Any bidder should contact the
Architect’s office at (609) 883-7101 to con-
firm availability of documents. The Bid
Documents may be obtained from the Ar-
chitect upon deposit of $150 (One Hun-
dred Fifty Dollars) for each set, made pay-
able to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie. If
bidder requests documents to be shipped,
they must provide their direct shipping
account number to the Architect and a
separate non-refundable handling fee of
$25 per set payable in advance to Fraytak
Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. Deposits will
be refunded if the bid documents are re-
turned in whole in good condition, bound in
proper order, unmarked and returned within
ten (10) days after the opening of bids, by
a Bidder submitting a bona fide bid. All
questions must be sent only via mail or
facsimile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in du-
plicate (one original and one copy) in a
sealed: (1) addressed to the owner, (2)
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der written on the face of the envelope, and
(3) clearly marked “BID” with the contract
title and/or bid number on the outside of
the envelope and must be accompanied
by a Certified Check, Cashier’s Check or
Bid Bond drawn to the order of the Owner
for not less than ten percent (10 percent) of
the amount of the bid, but in no case in
excess of $20,000; and must be delivered

to the above place on or before the hour
named. The Board of Education and the
Architect assume no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2-33, the
bidder must be pre-qualified by the New
Jersey Division of Property Management
and Construction (DPMC) prior to the date
that bids are received if the cost of the work
exceeds $20,000. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being non-responsible to
bid requirements.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Con-
sent of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with a
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100 percent
of the contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to
furnish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Consent of Surety shall
be executed by an approved surety com-
pany authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 2A-44-143, and 2A:44-144.

Pursuant to “The Public Works Contrac-
tor Registration Act” (P.L. 1999, c238),
Bidders and their subcontractors are re-
quired to be registered with the New Jer-
sey Department of Labor and to possess a
current certificate by said Department indi-
cating compliance with the Act prior to the
time and date that bids are received.

All contractors and subcontractors must
provide a Business Registration Certifi-
cate (BRC). The BRC must be on file prior
to the award of the contract per N.J.S.A.
52:32-44.

All Contractors and Subcontractors who
bid on the project must be registered pur-
suant to New Jersey State Prevailing Wage
Act, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.27 et seq.

All bidders must comply with the require-
ments Laws Against Discrimination
N.J.S.A. 10:5-1 et seq., Affirmative Action
Regulations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L.
1975, c.127), N.J.S.A. 17:27-1.1 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.8. An Initial Project
Workforce Report will be required from the
successful bidder (Form AA-201).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. “Public School Con-
tracts Law.”

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
60 days after the date set for the opening
thereof. The right is reserved to reject any
or all bids or to waive informality in the
bidding if it is in the interest of the Owner to
do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
Dana Sullivan,

Business Administrator
 Board Secretary

1 T - 2/2/17, The Leader Fee: $113.22

PUBLIC NOTICE

Cougars Defeat High Point,
Warren Hills Wrestlers

The undefeated, No. 4 Cranford
High School wrestling team secured
the top seed for the upcoming North 2
Sectional Tournament by knocking
off the Warren Hills Blue Streaks, 48-
21, and the High Point Wildcats, 36-
28, in Sussex on January 28.

The Cougars emerged victorious in
10 of the 14 bouts against the Blue
Streaks. Alex Esposito pinned Taylan
Zafis in 1:09 at 285-lbs, Dylan Budnik
pinned Henry Garcia at 195-lbs in
2:57, Vince Concina pinned Nick
Gallea in 1:34 at 182-lbs and Brian

McGovern pinned Ryan Beckler in
1:00 at 160-lbs. At 132-lbs, Chris
Scorese pinned Matt Valli in overtime
(6:51) and Pat Kalnins pinned Greg
Slivka in 1:08 at 106-lbs. At 120-lbs,
Anthony Capece topped Kyle Huff, 8-
4, and at 138-lbs, Tom DiGiovanni
beat Zach Nauta, 7-3. Conor Halpin
received a forfeit at 126-lbs.

Blue Streak Cameron Nauta defeated
AJ Bencivenga, 7-2, at 145-lbs and
Rashon Wade Taylor beat Mike Nigro,
7-2, at 152-lbs. At 220-lbs, Brady
Oberly beat Anthony Ramirez, 10-6,
and at 113-lbs, Logan Nauta pinned
Evan Kanterman in 39 seconds.

Several very tight bouts highlighted
the match with the Wildcats. Capece
nipped Maverick Liebl, 4-3, at 120-
lbs, Halpin lost 2-0 to Bill Talmadge
at 126-lbs, DiGiovanni slipped past
Shane Kobis, 5-4, at 138-lbs, Trey
Osborn stung Nigro, 1-0, at 145-lbs
and McGovern edged Aric Wingle, 3-
1, at 160-lbs.

Esposito pinned Tom Hubmaster in
49 seconds at 285-lbs, Scorese pinned
RJ Brevot in 26 seconds at 132-lbs
and Bencivenga beat Sawyer Fenlon,
6-2, at 152-lbs. Concina (182) and
Budnik (195) received forfeits. Wild-
cat Brandon LaRue won by 16-3 ma-
jor decision over Kalnins at 106-lbs,
Devin Flannery pinned Kanterman in
1:22 at 113-lbs, Cliff Ritter pinned
Ramirez in 3:12 at 220-lbs. and
Grason Sabo pinned Josh DeChillo in
5:28 at 170-lbs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Christina Barlik, a senior on the
winter track team, recently won the Union County Championship in the shot put
with a school record of 37’ 5”. Chris Librera, a senior on the varsity basketball
team, scored 22 points and had 12 rebounds in the Cougars’ victory over
Hightstown this past weekend.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

BID ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Westfield Public Schools will accept bids
for Replacement of Steam Boilers at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, 301
Clark Street, and Replacement of Steam
Boilers at Westfield High School, 550
Dorian Road, Westfield, New Jersey 07090,
together with all work incidental thereto, in
accordance with the requirements of the
drawings and specifications prepared by
Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. (FVHD)
Architects-Planners, www.fvhdpc.com,
FVHD Project No. 4777E2 / 4777I3.

BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED AS
FOLLOWS:  SINGLE OVER-
ALL CONTRACT (C032 WITH
C047)

Sealed Bids are due by March 1,
2017, 2:30 p.m. (prevailing time) to the
Westfield Board of Education, attention of
Ms. Dana Sullivan, Business Administra-
tor, Room 101, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, and will be publicly
opened and read immediately thereafter.
Any Bid received after that time shall be
rejected.

Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
New Jersey 08618, and may be inspected
by prospective bidders during regular busi-
ness hours. Any bidder should contact the
Architect’s office at (609) 883-7101 to con-
firm availability of documents. The Bid
Documents may be obtained from the Ar-
chitect upon deposit of $250 (One Hun-
dred Fifty Dollars) for each set, made pay-
able to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie. If
bidder requests documents to be shipped,
they must provide their direct shipping
account number to the Architect and a
separate non-refundable handling fee of
$25 per set payable in advance to Fraytak
Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. Deposits will
be refunded if the bid documents are re-
turned in whole in good condition, bound in
proper order, unmarked and returned within
ten (10) days after the opening of bids, by
a Bidder submitting a bona fide bid. All
questions must be sent only via mail or
facsimile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in du-
plicate (one original and one copy) in a
sealed: (1) addressed to the owner, (2)
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der written on the face of the envelope, and
(3) clearly marked “BID” with the contract
title and/or bid number on the outside of
the envelope and must be accompanied
by a Certified Check, Cashier’s Check or
Bid Bond drawn to the order of the Owner
for not less than ten percent (10 percent) of
the amount of the bid, but in no case in

excess of $20,000; and must be delivered
to the above place on or before the hour
named. The Board of Education and the
Architect assume no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2-33, the
bidder must be pre-qualified by the New
Jersey Division of Property Management
and Construction (DPMC) prior to the date
that bids are received if the cost of the work
exceeds $20,000. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being non-responsible to
bid requirements.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Con-
sent of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with a
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100 percent
of the contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to
furnish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Consent of Surety shall
be executed by an approved surety com-
pany authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 2A-44-143, and 2A:44-144.

Pursuant to “The Public Works Contrac-
tor Registration Act” (P.L. 1999, c238),
Bidders and their subcontractors are re-
quired to be registered with the New Jer-
sey Department of Labor and to possess a
current certificate by said Department indi-
cating compliance with the Act prior to the
time and date that bids are received.

All contractors and subcontractors must
provide a Business Registration Certifi-
cate (BRC). The BRC must be on file prior
to the award of the contract per N.J.S.A.
52:32-44.

All Contractors and Subcontractors who
bid on the project must be registered pur-
suant to New Jersey State Prevailing Wage
Act, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.27 et seq.

All bidders must comply with the require-
ments Laws Against Discrimination
N.J.S.A. 10:5-1 et seq., Affirmative Action
Regulations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L.
1975, c.127), N.J.S.A. 17:27-1.1 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.8. An Initial Project
Workforce Report will be required from the
successful bidder (Form AA-201).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. “Public School Con-
tracts Law.”

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
60 days after the date set for the opening
thereof. The right is reserved to reject any
or all bids or to waive informality in the
bidding if it is in the interest of the Owner to
do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
Dana Sullivan,

Business Administrator
 Board Secretary

1 T - 2/2/17, The Leader Fee: $114.75

PUBLIC NOTICE

Photo by Eben Fox

GETTING FIRST VICTORY...The Westfield High School girls ice hockey team
beat Newark, 5-3, on January 29 at Warinanco Rink for its first ever victory.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

The 2017 Tax List may now be viewed
between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday in Room 104 (Assessor’s
Office) in the Cranford Municipal Building,
8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford.

Peter J. Barnett
Assessor

1 T - 2/2/17, The Leader Fee: $9.69

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, No-
vember 28, 2016, the Planning Board of
the Township of Scotch Plains, Union
County, New Jersey, approved the appli-
cation of Vincent DeLisi and Deborah
DeLisi for minor subdivision approval to
subdivide the property located at 1230
Cooper Road, Scotch Plains, Block 14701,
Lot 1, into three (3) separate lots, referred
to as Lot 1.01, Lot 1.02 and Lot 1.03; said
proposed Lot 1.01 to have 54,796 square
feet, said proposed Lot 1.02 to have 56,043
square feet, and proposed Lot 1.03 to
have 57,219 square feet, together with the
variances for minimum lot frontage as to
proposed Lots 1.02 and 1.03, and vari-
ances for proposed Lots 1.02 and 1.03
from Ordinance §23-4.2, Permitted Area
Modifications, a. Front Yards. The Resolu-
tion memorializing said approval was duly
presented and adopted by said Planning
Board at its’ regularly scheduled meeting
on January 23, 2017.  A copy of said
Resolution has been filed in the office of
the Board and/or the office of the municipal
clerk and is available for public inspection.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

1 T - 2/2/17, The Times Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of an Attorney during the year
2017; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40 A-11-1et seq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services with-
out competitive bids be publicly adver-
tised; and

WHEREAS, the award of this contract is
pursuant to a fair and open process in
accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44a-20.4, et
seq.,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Planning Board of the Township of
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, that NEIL J.
DWORKIN, ESQ., an attorney of the State
of New Jersey with the law firm of Neil J.
Dworkin, Attorney At Law, located at 664
Stuyvesant Avenue, P.O. Box 497,
Irvington, New Jersey be appointed Attor-
ney to the Planning Board for the period
effective from January 9, 2017 to Decem-
ber 31, 2017.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this
contract is awarded without competitive
bidding as  “professional services” under
the provisions of said Local Public Con-
tracts Law, because N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)
specifically exempts such “professional
services” from competitive bidding;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Land Use Secretary of the Township of
Scotch Plains is hereby authorized and
directed to publish a copy of this resolution
in the official newspaper of the Township
of Scotch Plains in a timely manner.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

1 T - 2/2/17, The Times Fee: $37.74

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of a Consulting Planner during
the year 2017; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40 A-11-1et seq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services with-
out competitive bids be publicly adver-
tised; and

WHEREAS, the award of this contract is
pursuant to a fair and open process in
accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44a-20.4, et
seq.,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning
Board of the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, that the firm of Harbor Con-
sultants, 320 North Avenue East,
Cranford, New Jersey be appointed Con-
sulting Planner to the Planning Board for
the period effective from January 9, 2017
to December 31, 2017 for planning re-
views and board meeting attendance and,
on an “as needed basis”.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this
contract is awarded without competitive
bidding as  “professional services” under
the provisions of said Local Public Con-
tracts Law, because N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)
specifically exempts such “professional
services” from competitive bidding;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Land Use Secretary of the Township of
Scotch Plains is hereby authorized and
directed to publish a copy of this resolution
in the official newspaper of the Township
of Scotch Plains in a timely manner.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

1 T - 2/2/17, The Times Fee: $37.74

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-16-030
to be located in Zone: R-3, on the premises
known as 443 Manor Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, Block No. 244, Lot No.
19, has been submitted by: Steven Piskadlo
of 443 Manor Avenue, Cranford , New
Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

S136-30 Schedule 1 Attachment 1 - Lot
Coverage. In the R-3 Zone the maximum
allowed impervious coverage is 38%. The
proposed lot coverage for a recreational
patio is 43% and any additional relief that
may be required from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on February 27,
2017 at 8:15 p.m. in Room 108 of the
Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey. Any person or persons affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any objections to the proposed
development. The Board does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testi-
mony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Steven Piskadlo

443 Manor Avenue
Cranford , New Jersey 07016

1 T - 2/2/17, The Leader Fee: $38.76

The Westfield High School Blue Devils girls hockey team recorded its
first win in program history with 5-3
triumph over Newark at Warinanco
Rink in Roselle on January 29.

The Blue Devils got their first three
goals from freshmen as Maddie
McDevitt scored first and then class-
mate Maddie Katz added consecu-
tive goals. Senior assistant captain
Stella Billek scoring the fourth and
eventual game winner and junior cap-
tain Ally Hornstein light the lamp for
the final Blue Devil goal to secure the
victory. Freshman goalie Megan
Raferty continued her stellar play
between the pipes, stopping several
difficult Newark shots down the
stretch to preserve the win.

WF Ice Hockey Girls Notch 1st Ever Victory

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
MEETING CHANGE

Under the terms of the “Open Public
Meetings Act P.L. 1975, C. 231, and pur-
suant to requirements of N.J.S.A 10: 4-10
of the Open Public Meetings Act, please
be advised the Freeholder Agenda Setting
Session of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders scheduled for Febru-
ary 2, 2017 has been canceled and has
been rescheduled for next Thursday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2017. The Agenda Setting Ses-
sion will commence at 7 p.m. As a result of
this rescheduling, the Regular Meeting of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders on Feb-
ruary 9, 2017, originally scheduled to com-
mence at 7 p.m., will commence as soon
as possible after the Agenda Setting Ses-
sion.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC
Clerk of the Board

1 T - 2/2/17, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, AT 10:00 AM PREVAILING TIME
ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2017,
FOR THE PURCHASE/DELIVERY OF
PUBLIC WORKS EQUIPMENT, CON-
SISTING OF THE FOLLOWING:

ITEM 1 - TRAILER-MOUNTED
FIREWOOD PROCESSOR

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND MUST
BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE AND
BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK OR BID BOND
MADE PAYABLE TO THE TREASURER
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN THE
AMOUNT OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS
($200.00) TO INSURE EXECUTION OF
THE CONTRACT. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21)
EACH BID MUST ALSO BE ACCOMPA-
NIED BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDA-
VIT ON THE FORM INCLUDED IN AND
EXPLAINED IN THE CONTRACT DOCU-
MENTS.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.  THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS,
IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN, IT
IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KRIS McALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 2/2/17, The Leader Fee: $36.21

Raider Cagers Level
Summit Boys, 55-31

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team upped
its record to 15-1 with a 55-31 level-
ing of the visiting Summit Hilltoppers
on January 28. Tom Drubulis (4 3-
pointers) led the Raiders with 21
points, while Lamont Cruse scored
nine points and Cooper Heisey added
five points.
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Panthers Outpace Blue Devil Matmen, 35-28
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Sold With Susan  753  Austin st 

  188 Elm St Westfield 

  908 233-8502 x455 

 www.Njhomeshowcase.com 

  Susan Massa Broker CRS     908-400-0778   cell          Market Knowledge  Professional Marketing & Technology    

             experience makes all the difference 

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

641 Clark Street, Westfield. Charm of the past with best of the new! Century old Victorian
gut-renovated in 2008 with modern layout and amenities. State of the art kitchen has a
copper farmhouse sink, large island with 2nd sink, walk-in pantry and opens into a spacious
family room with wood-burning fireplace. Luxurious master suite with a gorgeous walk-in
closet. Additional recent improvements include an updated master bath, outdoor fireplace/
patio, wood paneled office/den with dry bar and a whole house generator. Large bedrooms
include custom closets. Huge, private, beautifully landscaped backyard. Classic, large
front porch. Blocks from downtown, train and schools. Offered at $1,525,000.

Kristen Lichtenthal

Cell: 908-956-5239
kristen.lichtenthal@cbmoves.com

www.kristenlichtenthal.com

Realtor Associate

THOMPSON WINS 100-BACK, GETS SECOND IN 50-FREE

Blue Devil Swim Girls Sunk
By Top Ranked IHA, 117-53

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
swim team fell, 117-53, to top ranked
Immaculate Heart Academy (IHA)
on January 25 at the Westfield YMCA
pool. Amanda Lauer picked up victo-
ries in the 200-freestyle and the 500-
freestyle to lead her team to the win.
The IHA Blue Eagles, whose only
loss of the season came at the hands of
Bridgewater-Raritan, swept to victo-
ries in 10 of 11 races. Keeley Thomp-
son kept Westfield (8-4) from being
swept with a win in the 100-back-
stroke (1:01.50).

“Really, we put in solid swims from
top to bottom,” said Westfield Head
Coach Steve Whittington. “IHA is
just such a dominant team and has
been for so many years now. Our girls
fought hard throughout the meet.”

IHA opened the meet with a victory
in the 200-medley relay with Catherine
Fazio, Isabelle Arevalo, Kim
Gaccamo and Sarah Horne taking first
in (1:55.43). Blue Devils Muriel
Maloney, Emily Beattie, Abigael
McKinney and Thompson finished
second.

In the 200-freestyle, Lauer
(2:01.25) and IHA teammate Katie

Sheridan (2:03.13) went 1-2. Emma
Conlon (2:03.57) was right behind as
the top finisher for Westfield in third
place.

Fazio took the 200 Individual Med-
ley (2:15.59) for IHA followed by
teammates Gaccamo and Haley Dowd
in second and third, respectively. In
the 50-free, it was IHA’s Isabelle
Arevalo (25.17) edging out
Westfield’s Thompson (25.67) and
Muriel Maloney (26.05).

IHA’s Horne took first in the 100-
butterfly (1:02.13) with Blue Devil
McKinney (1:03.07) finishing sec-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINISHING THIRD IN THE 200-FREESTYLE...Blue Devil Emma Conlon, swimming in Lane 4, touched third in the 200-
freestyle with a time of  2:03.57 during the meet with No. 1  Immaculate Heart Academy in Westfield on January 25.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING THE HEAD-AND-ARM...Blue Devil Tim Miller, right, works a head-and-arm on Panther Dave Cicak in his
160-lb bout and later pins him with a tight waist/half nelson in 2:53. Roselle Park edged the Blue Devils, 35-28.

couldn’t do much drilling. Yesterday
was my first practice all way through.
I knew that I was going to go front
head. I saw it there. When I got him
down, I tried to go two-on-one then I
switched right to half and that did it,”
Miller explained.

“Huge boost for our team confi-
dence wise! It was nice to have him on
the mat. He’s been itching to go, so
it’s good to see him get out there and
take advantage of it,” Coach Kurz
expressed.

Blue Devil Alan Dente jumped up
to 170-lbs but could not handle the
five takedowns delivered by Abel
Crespo in a 10-4 setback.

In another lineup shift, Blue Devil
Jack Miller, the UCT 195-lb champ,
dropped to 182-lbs to face Devin
Hilburn (2nd in UCT at 182). Miller
began with a standing switch

takedown and added a tight waist/half
nelson three-point tilt in the first pe-
riod. After adding a backdoor
takedown and taking a 9-0 lead in the
third period, Hilburn managed to
avoid being majored with a last-sec-
ond reversal.

Panther Vinny Figuerdo sealed the
team victory when recorded five
takedowns then caught Brendan
Loder with a headlock in 3:49 at
195-lbs. Blue Devil Russ Weber
stepped out at 220-lbs and recorded
a pair of takedowns and a pair of
escapes to earn a 7-3 victory over
Ryan Urban.

“Westfield has an awesome team
and they made great moves that we
weren’t anticipating. It really worked
out in our favor that guys stepped up
that we weren’t sure about,” Panther
Head Coach Ryan Rooney said.

“Emmett Smith went down to 132
and Dylan just came out with a great
win. Rene pinned. That was big for
the team. Devin wrestling Miller.
One second left, down by nine, you
get a reversal and you save bonus
points. Our guys grinded and I think
as a team, that was their best win of
the year.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: — Ricca (W) won forfeit
106: — Composto (W) md Leo 9-1
113: — Montgomery (R) md Rabinowitz,
12-4
120: — Mejia (R) d Joerle, 5-0
126: — Mejia (R) md Silber, 12-3
132: — Camilo (R) d Smith, 7-3
138: — Guerrero (R) p Scanlan 3:22
145: — Perez R) p Dwyer 1:01
152: — Simpson (W) p Martin 1:49
160: — Miller (W) p Cicak 2:53
170: — Crespo (R) d Dente 10-4
182: — Miller (W) d Hilburn 9-2
195: — Figueredo (R) p Loder 3:49
220: — Weber (W) d Urban 7-3
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No. 1 IHA Sinks Blue Devils
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE 17-01

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL
AND REPLACE EXISTING
ARTICLE XA (FLOOD DAM-
AGE PREVENTION) IN CHAP-
TER 106 (LAND USE) OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO REVISE
FLOOD DAMAGE PREVEN-
TION REGULATIONS.

This Ordinance repeals the existing Flood
Damage Prevention ordinance and re-
places it with a revised Flood Damage
ordinance to conform with the Federal
Emergency Management Administration
and New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection requirements.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 17-01, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 24TH DAY OF JANUARY 2017, and
that Ordinance No. 17-01, will be taken up
for further consideration for final passage
at the meeting of said Borough Council to
be held at its meeting room in the Munici-
pal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 14TH DAY OF FEB-
RUARY 2017, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as said matter can be heard, at
which time and place all persons who may
be interested therein will be given an op-
portunity to be heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 2/2/17, The Leader Fee: $35.70

Six Westfield Flyers Named
Jr. Olympic Athletes of Year
Six athletes from the Westfield Area

“Y” Flyers Track Club were honored
by the USA Track and Field New
Jersey Association as Junior Olympic
Athletes of the Year and Youth Chair
recipients. The awards were presented
on January 21 at the annual awards
gala at the Pines Manor in Edison.

These awards are presented annu-
ally to athletes who have excelled at
the State, Regional and National Jun-
ior Olympics.

Ages 9-10 Girls Division- Race
Walker of the Year Elizabeth Koizumi

Ages 9-10 Boys Division –Distance
Runner of the Year Eamon Mason

Ages 11-12 Girls Division – Youth
Chair- HurdlesAlexandra Bonn

Ages 13-14 Boys Division – Race
Walker of the Year Paul Koizumi

Ages 13-14 Girls Division – Race
Walker of the Year: Grace Endy

Ages 17-18 Girls Division – Race
Walker of the Year: Melissa Endy

In addition to the above awards,
Melissa Endy finished third in the
Women’s Race Walk Grand Prix for
the State of New Jersey.

The Westfield Area “Y” Flyers
Track Club is a USATF certified club
that serves over 700 athletes through-
out the year. For more information,
please contact the club at:
www.YFlyersTrackClub.com, or con-
tact Paul Garwood at (908) 233-2700
x256.

Fanwood-SP ‘Y’ Men’s 30+
Basketball League Results:

Week Seven action in the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains “Y” Men’s 30+ Basket-
ball League demonstrated how any-
thing can happen on any given Sun-
day, as a last place team defeated one
of the league leaders.

Slamma Jamma 68, Flash-N-
Bang 56 — Slamma Jamma wel-
comed the return of guard Rich
Cobbinah, following a two-game ab-
sence which saw Slam Jam lose con-
secutive contests. Cobbinah poured
in a career-high 29 points and grabbed
six rebounds, while the frontcourt of
Gavin Ford (16 pts, 10 boards) and
Greg Josephsen (10 and 6) displayed
their youthful prowess, as Slamma
improved to 4-3. High-scoring War-
ren Lowe had a game-high 31 points,
and Omar Glover contributed nine
and seven for Flash-N-Bang, which
dropped their second in a row.

No Conscience 60, Hickory Hoo-
siers 55 — In the most closely fought
matchup of the day, No Conscience’s
balanced attack helped snap the Hoo-
siers’ three-game winning streak. NC’s
Steph “Curry” Murray (16 pts) drained
3-4 from downtown, and now for the
season has shot a blistering 65 per-
cent from beyond the arc (22-34).
Gregg Carder (14), Tim Gray (13),
and Jason Holley (12), also reached
double figures for the victors. The
Hicks were paced by Joe DeGennaro
(12 and 8) and David Ferreiro (10).

Vic Bauer and Dennis Glynn each
tallied nine pts.

Drive N Dish 55, Size Matters 46
— On paper it looked like a mismatch
– 1st place Size Matters against under-
sized, cellar-dwelling Drive N Dish.
But, one of the league’s premier
playmakers, Brian Ciemneicki, turned
in a virtuoso 24-point performance to
propel the hungry upstarts to its sec-
ond victory. Backcourt mate Greg Shea
dropped in 13 points, and forward
Chris Beaudry double-doubled (10 and
10) for DND. James Patrick (18 and 6)
and rookie Chris Burke (10 and 8)
flexed their size, but Matters could not
overcome a 10-point halftime deficit.

Get Buckets 54, Falcons 37 —
Get Buckets took sole possession atop
the standings behind its workhorse
Jamal Berry, who registered 21 points
and 15 caroms. 2nd-year sharpshooter
Brian Murphy stuck three triples to
finish with 9 points for G.B. Bright
spots for the Falcons, losers of two
straight, included Capt. Jason Shann
(17 pts) and Joe Encarnacion (8).

FSPY 30+ STANDINGS:
TEAM W L
Get Buckets 6 1
Size Matters 5 2
Slamma Jamma 4 3
No Conscience 4 3
Hickory Hoosiers 3 4
Falcons 2 5
Flash-N-Bang 2 5
Drive N Dish 2 5

GRIFFIN ESTATE SALES

WESTFIELD
843 Winyah Avenue
(Wychwood Section)

2/3 Fri. & 2/4 Sat. 9:30-3:00
Fine furnishings, designer names,
sofa, chairs, accent tables, Nichols
& Stone dining set, farm table,
chandelier, lamps, buffet/
sideboards, mirrors, rugs, MX650
razor bike, art glass, draperies,
household decor, 2003 Chevy
Suburban LT. car, + Garage & More!!!

For photos & details visit:
www:griffinestateandtagsales.com

(908) 447-3044

FARM WORKERS NEEDED

20 temp farm workers needed
3/4/17 – 11/25/17. Workers will
perform various tasks involved in
planting, cultivating & harvesting,
grading & packing various fruits
and vegetables according to
supervisor’s instructions. Must
have 3 months verifiable
experience pruning high density
fresh fruit apple trees & affirmative
verifiable job references.
Guaranteed 3/4 of contract hours.
Tools, supplies, equipment
provided at no cost. Conditional
housing provided for non-
commuting workers. Random
drug testing at employer’s
expense. Transportation &
subsistence reimbursed to worker
upon completion of 50% of
contract or earlier, if appropriate.
EOE. $12.38/hr, applicable piece
rates depending on crop activity
or current applicable AEWR.
Raise/bonus at employer
discretion. Worksite in Orleans &
Monroe Co.  NY. Report or send a
resume to nearest local NJ One
Stop Career Center office or call
908-412-7980 & reference Job
#NY1192681. Kalir Enterprises-
Brockport, NY

FARM WORKERS NEEDED

12 temp farm workers needed
3/20/17-12/10/17. Workers will
perform various tasks involved in
planting, cultivating & harvesting
various crops according to
supervisor’s instructions. Must
have 3 months verifiable
experience pruning high density
fresh fruit apple trees & affirmative
verifiable job references.
Guaranteed 3/4 of contract hours.
Tools, supplies, equipment
provided at no cost. Conditional
housing provided for non-
commuting workers. Random
drug testing at employer’s
expense. Transportation &
subsistence reimbursed to worker
upon completion of 50% of
contract or earlier, if appropriate.
EOE. $12.38/hr, applicable piece
rates depending on crop activity,
or current applicable AEWR.
Raise/bonus at employer
discretion. Worksite in Orleans &
Monroe Co., NY. Report or send a
resume to nearest local NJ One
Stop Career Center office or call
908-412-7980 & reference Job
#NY1193789. Joseph Heberle
Farms- Kendall, NY

FARM WORKERS NEEDED

20 temp farm workers needed
2/27/17 – 11/7/17. Workers will
perform various tasks involved in
planting, cultivating & harvesting
various crops according to
supervisor’s instructions. Must
have 3 months verifiable
experience operating 50+hp farm
equipment & affirmative verifiable
job references. Guaranteed 3/4 of
contract hours. Tools, supplies,
equipment provided at no cost.
Conditional housing provided for
non-commuting workers. Random
drug testing at employer’s
expense. Transportation &
subsistence reimbursed to worker
upon completion of 50% of
contract or earlier, if appropriate.
EOE. $12.38/hr. or applicable
piece rates depending on crop
activity. Worksite in Orleans &
Monroe Co NY. Report or send a
resume to nearest local NJ One
Stop Career Center office or call
908-412-7980 & reference Job
#1194390. RM Zingler Farms-
Kendall, NY

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

HELP WANTED

OFFICE OPPORTUNITY
AR / Invoicing Associate - Small,
pleasant, friendly office
environment needs a fourth person
to complement three business
professionals. Job involves billing,
data entry, and some customer
service. Knowledge of accounting
software, preferably AccountMate,
is a plus. We are a financially solid
private company. We offer a
generous salary, bonus, medical
and pension. The office is located
in Clark. Please email resume to

officeoppisc@gmail.com

IHA closed out its powerful overall
performance with a win in the 400-
freestyle relay where the team of Horne,
Lauer, Fazio and Sheridan posted a
winning time of 3:51.23 ahead of
Westfield second place finishers Betsy
Penn, Amelia McCormack, Thomp-
son and Conlon (3:55.96).

“In a meet like this one, again such a
powerful team as IHA, you have to
focus on the positives,” said
Whittington. “You can swim really well
as a team and not have it show up as
victories in individual races. We had a
lot of strong individual efforts today
against some of their top swimmers.
We’ve got several girls who have quali-
fied for the Meet of Champions includ-
ing Keeley Thompson in the 100 Back,
Muriel Maloney in the 100 Free and all
three relay teams so we definitely have
positive things to focus on.”

ond. In a very exciting 100-free, IHA
teammates Sheridan and Arevalo
battled it out for supremacy with
Sheridan (54.83) just touching ahead
of Arevalo (54.97). Maloney (55.97)
took third place for Westfield.

Lauer notched her second victory
of the day in the 500-free (5:26.58)
ahead of teammate Kirsten McGeary
(5:37.74). Mary Weber (5:41.05) was
third for the Blue Devils.

IHA continued its winning ways in
the 200-freestyle relay where Haley
Dowd, Lauer, Arevalo and Sheridan
touched first (1:43.51) ahead of Blue
Devils Conlon, Grace Cash, Emily
Oster and Maloney (1:44.59).

The Blue Devils scored their first
and only individual victory in the 100-
backstroke where Thompson (1:01.50)
prevailed over IHA’s Fazio (1:01.89).

“Keeley gave us a great swim in the
back stroke today,” said Whittington.
“I think it was her second fastest time
in the event. She is a qualifier for the
Meet of Champions in the event, so
obviously she brings strength to the
event for us.”

IHA swimmers dominated the 100-
breaststroke with Gig Baquerizo
(1:13.99), Nicole Calianese (1:14.64)
and Alyssa Quincosa (1:14.71) sweep-
ing first, second and third places. The
best Westfield could manage in the
event was a fourth place finish by
Beattie (1:15.25).

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

2017 MEETINGS

In accordance with Chapter 231, Public
Law 1975, State of New Jersey, the public
is hereby notified of the following schedule
of regular meetings of the Planning Board
of the Township of Cranford, County of
Union, for the year 2017. Workshop por-
tion of the meeting will be held at 7:30 P.M.
in Room 108 with the public meeting com-
mencing at 8:00 P.M. in Room 107.

January 25 July 5
Re-Org Meeting 19

February 1 August 2
15 16

March 1 September 6
15 20

April 5 October 4
19 18

May 3 November 1
17 15

June 7 December 6
21 20

Kathleen Murray, Chairman
1 T - 2/2/17, The Leader Fee: $26.01

Six Westfield Flyers named Jr. Olympic Athletes of the Year

WESTFIELD
Friday, January 13, a motor vehicle

burglary was reported on the 800 block of
Dorian Road. The incident occurred while
the vehicle was parked and unlocked in
the victim’s driveway between 9 p.m. on
January 12 and 7:30 a.m. on January 13.
Nothing was reported missing at the time
of the report.

Friday, January 13, two motor vehicle
burglaries were reported on the 700 block
of Clarence Street. In each case, the ve-
hicle was parked and unlocked in the
victim’s driveway. One case occurred
between 9 p.m. on January 12 and 5 a.m.
on January 13, with change and an iPhone
charger taken from the vehicle. The sec-
ond incident took place between 9:20
p.m. on January 12 and 11:53 a.m. on
January 13. A black LED flashlight was
taken from that vehicle.

Monday, January 16, Disa Griffin, 29, of
Elmwood Park was arrested on an out-
standing Elmwood Park criminal warrant
with $200 bail pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of Nomahegan Drive and
Springfield Avenue. She was transported to
police headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released after posting full bail.

Tuesday, January 17, Karine Martin,
49, of Elizabeth was arrested on a
Westfield traffic warrant with $513 bail.
Martin was transported from the Plainfield
Police Department to Westfield police
headquarters, where she was processed
and released with a court date.

Thursday, January 19, Mark Monroe,
29, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing criminal warrant from Clinton
Township, with $99 bail, pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop in the area of East
South and Windsor Avenues. Monroe
was transported to police headquarters,
posted the requisite bail and was released.

Thursday, January 19, Roger Rivera,
24, of Iselin was arrested on charges of
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS)/less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia pursuant to an investiga-
tion in the area of Frazee Court and
Central Avenue. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased on a summons.

Thursday, January 19, Katiana Carelus,
31, of West Orange was arrested on an
outstanding traffic warrant from Fanwood,
with $89 bail, pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of West North Avenue and
Charles Street. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting the requisite bail.

Thursday, January 19, Thomas
Mueller, 21, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) pursuant to an investigation
at 425 East Broad Street. He was pro-
cessed and released to a sober adult and

had a mandatory court date.
Friday, January 20, James Miller, 22,

of Westville and Jessie Keller, 31, of
Sewell were arrested on charges of pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of drug para-
phernalia pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of Central Avenue and
Massachusetts Street. Keller subsequently
also was arrested on two Camden crimi-
nal warrants, totaling $1,000 bail, and an
Evesham Municipal Court criminal war-
rant with $500 bail. Miller and Keller
were transported to police headquarters,
where they were processed and released
on a summons. Keller was released on his
own recognizance on all warrants.

Friday, January 20, Douglas M. Smith,
28, of Newark was arrested at the
Irvington Police Department on traffic
warrants from Westfield, with bail of
$1,500, and Union Township, with $500
bail. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and held in lieu of bail.

Tuesday, January 24, Jonathan A. Rivera-
Avila, 22, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding traffic warrant from Fanwood,
with $81 bail, pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of Kimball Avenue and Elm
Street. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released after post-
ing the requisite bail.

CRANFORD
Sunday, January 22, Clayton Borges,

28, of Kenilworth was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
a motor vehicle stop at the intersection of
East South and East Lincoln Avenues for
speeding. Following an investigation at
the scene police determined that Borges
was operating the vehicle while intoxi-
cated. Borges was arrested, processed and
released to a family member pending a
Municipal Court appearance.

Monday, January 23, Chad Brown, 21,
of Orange and Yaseen Salih, 20, of East
Orange were arrested on charges of hin-
dering apprehension, possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia after a motor
vehicle stop on the Garden State Parkway
136 Northbound ramp for an equipment
violation. Following an investigation at
the scene police located marijuana inside
the vehicle. The driver, Brown, originally
provided police with a false name. Brown
was arrested, processed and released pend-
ing a Municipal Court appearance. A pas-
senger, Salih, also was arrested when it
was discovered he had active traffic war-
rants. Salih was released after posting bail.
Additionally, Brown was issued motor
vehicle summonses for failing to maintain
lamps, driving with a suspended license
and having a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) in a motor vehicle.

Monday, January 23, Dorothy Garulle,

45, of Hamilton and Myron English, 40, of
Perth Amboy were arrested and charged
with possession of CDS (heroin) and pos-
session of paraphernalia following a mo-
tor vehicle stop at the intersection of Cen-
tennial Avenue and Raritan Road for fail-
ing to maintain lane. Following an inves-
tigation at the scene police located heroin
inside the vehicle. The driver, English,
and a passenger, Garulle, were arrested,
processed and released pending a Supe-
rior Court appearance. English also was
issued motor vehicle summonses for fail-
ing to maintain lane, failure to wear a
seatbelt, driving with a suspended license
and possessing a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, January 24, Susan Lane-
Bosco, 50, of Wycoff was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of Elizabeth Av-
enue and East North Avenue for careless
driving. Following an investigation at the
scene, police determined that Lane-Bosco
was driving while intoxicated. She was
arrested, processed and released to a friend
pending a Municipal Court appearance.
Lane-Bosco was issued motor vehicle
summonses for DWI, careless driving,
unsafe lane change, improper turn and
improper use of a divided highway.

POLICE BLOTTER
MOUNTAINSIDE

Saturday, January 21, Keyone Kelly-
Richardson, 25, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on charges of possession of mari-
juana with intent to distribute and posses-
sion of paraphernalia after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22 West for an ex-
pired registration. After police detected a
strong odor of raw marijuana, Richardson
was found to be in possession of more
than two pounds of marijuana. Police
also found packaging materials used to
break the narcotic down into consumer
quantities, as well as three scales used for
this purpose. In accordance with new bail
reform practices, Kelly-Richardson was
released on recognizance and served a
summons.

FANWOOD
Thursday, December 22, a resident of

the 120 block of North Avenue reported
a spare tire was stolen from his motor
vehicle.

Thursday, December 22, a victim re-
ported that she had parked her unlocked
motor vehicle on the 300 block of South
Avenue and when she returned her purse
had been taken from the vehicle.

Friday, January 6, a resident of the 200
block of Terrill Road reported that an
unknown person had entered her unlocked
motor vehicle and removed her wallet.

Wednesday, January 18, Ron Gardner,
Jr., 25, of Hampton was arrested on an
active warrant out of Berkeley Heights
after a motor vehicle stop at Martine and
Pleasant Avenues. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Friday, January 20, a resident of the 20
block of North Avenue reported that an
unknown person had entered her unlocked
parked motor vehicle and removed a bag
containing cash and credit cards.

Sunday, January 22, a resident of the 20
block of Ginder Place reported that an
unknown person had entered her unlocked,
parked motor vehicle and removed a purse
which contained cash and credit cards.

Monday, January 23, Gary Johnson,
47, of Plainfield was arrested on an active
warrant out of Dunellen after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was
processed, posted bail and released.

Monday, January 23, Justin Huffsmith,
29, of New Brunswick was arrested on an
active warrant out of Plainfield after a
motor vehicle stop at Midway Avenue
and Paterson Road. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Wednesday, January 25, Jeffrey
Shuford, 30, of Plainfield was arrested on
an active warrant out of Woodbridge
after a motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road
and Midway Avenue. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Wednesday, January 25, Alteron Beverly,
27, of Plainfield was arrested on active
warrants out of Plainfield, Franklin Town-
ship, Scotch Plains and Piscataway after a
motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road and
North Avenue. He was processed and turned
over to the Plainfield Police Department.

ROSELLE ESTATE SALE

319 John Street
Fri 2/3 - Sat 2/4
10am to 3pm

Sofa, Loveseat, Chairs, Oak
Pedestal Dining Table, China,
Glass, Queen Iron Bed, Armoire,
Lamps, Piano, Edison Cylinder
Machine, 33's, 45's & 78's
Records, Sewing Machines,
Fabrics, Yarns, Craft Supplies,
Holiday Decorations, Toys,
Games, Vintage Photos, Cook
Books, Cookie Cutters, and More!
DovetailsUSA.com for photos

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Please
email resume and clips to:
editor@goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-115
AWARDED TO: Groundwork Eliza-

beth, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the administration and

implementation of the Union County Means
Green Community Garden Grants

COSTS: in a total amount not to exceed:
$50,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-111
AWARDED TO: LaCorte, Bundy,

Varady & Kinsella of Union, New Jer-
sey

SERVICES: as special counsel to repre-
sent Sgt. Wayne Hunter, Investigator Julio
Davila and Corrections Officer Charles
Dekowski in the matter entitled Brian Ward
v. UC, et. Al,

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$20,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-112
AWARDED TO: Weber Dowd Law of

West Paterson, New Jersey
SERVICES: as special counsel to repre-

sent Judy Byczkiewicz, in the matter en-
titled Brian Ward v. UC, et. Al,

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$20,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-99
AWARDED TO: Harford Fire Insur-

ance Company, Hartford, Connecticut
SERVICES: to renew the Public Official

Bond for Julie Origliato
PERIOD: February 10, 2017- February

9, 2018
COSTS: in the amount of $1,199.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-110
AWARDED TO: Kologi Simitz of Lin-

den, New Jersey
SERVICES: as special counsel to repre-

sent Lt. Scott Groninger in the matter en-
titled Brian Ward v. UC, et. Al,

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$20,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-109
AWARDED TO: Palumbo, Renaud &

DeAppolonio, LLC of Cranford, New
Jersey

SERVICES: as special counsel to repre-
sent Sgt. Noel Gonzalez in the matter
entitled Brian Ward v. UC, et. Al,

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$20,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-89
AWARDED TO: Appraisal Associates,

Inc., Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

appraisal services to and for the Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Preserva-
tion Trust Fund

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$5,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-90
AWARDED TO: New Jersey Realty

Advisory Group, LLC, Woodbridge,
New Jersey

SERVICES: for the purpose of providing
appraisal services to and for the Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Preserva-
tion Trust Fund

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$5,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-91
AWARDED TO: Sterling, DiSanto &

Associates, Somerville, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

appraisal services to and for the Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Preserva-
tion Trust Fund

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$5,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-97
AWARDED TO: Atlantic Specialty In-

surance Company
SERVICES: to renew the Marine Insur-

ance Policy covering UC Marine 1 and UC
Marine 2, Union County Police Fire Boats

PERIOD: January 22, 2017- January
21, 2018

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$14,980.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-98
AWARDED TO:  Hartford Fire Insur-

ance Company, Hartford, CT
SERVICES: to renew the Public Official

Bond for Anthony Ugoaru
PERIOD: March 9, 2017-February 9,

2018
COSTS: in the amount of $1,150.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-96
AWARDED TO: Kristen Balsamo-

Kleinbach, Paramus, New Jersey
SERVICES: to serve as a DNA Analyst

at the Union County Prosecutor’s Forensic
Laboratory

PERIOD: February 1, 2017-December
31, 2017

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$45,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-70
AWARDED TO: CME Associates, of

Parlin, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide On-Call Environ-

mental Compliance Engineering Services
PERIOD: February 1, 2017-December

31, 2017
COSTS: for an amount not to exceed

$20,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-72
AWARDED TO: CME Associates of

Parlin, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide On-Call Bridge

Engineering Services
PERIOD: February 1, 2017-December

31, 2017
COSTS: for an amount not to exceed

$20,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-84
AWARDED TO: This Is It! Produc-

tions, Inc. of Hoboken, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the 2017 Concert Se-

ries
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$94,500.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-68
AWARDED TO: USA Architects, of

Somerville, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Architectural

Design Services
COSTS: for an amount not to exceed

$75,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017–69
AWARDED TO: Neglia Engineering

Associates, of Clark, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide On-Call General

Engineering Services
PERIOD: February 1, 2017-December

31, 2017
COSTS: for an amount not to exceed

$20,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-71
AWARDED TO: NV5, Inc., of

Parsippany, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide On-Call Traffic

Engineering Services
PERIOD: February 1, 2017-December

31, 2017
COSTS: for an amount not to exceed

$20,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-88
AWARDED TO: Attorney Title Ser-

vices, LLC, Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

title services to and the Open Space, Rec-
reation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$5,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-86
AWARDED TO:  This Is It! Produc-

tions, Inc. of Hoboken, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the 2017 Rhythm & Blues

By the Brook Concert on June 3, 2017 to
be held at Cedar Brook Park, Plainfield

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$140,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/26/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

  RESOLUTION NO: 2017-87
AWARDED TO: Two Rivers Title Com-

pany, Little Silver, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

title services to and the Open Space, Rec-
reation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$5,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/02/17, The Leader Fee: $21.93

Certainly School Would Be Watching
Or Listening to The Presidential Oath
Long ago a friend explained that

opinions are like noses because ev-
eryone has one. Several days prior to
Inauguration Friday, my 6th grade
grandson asked if he could stay home
to watch the Presidential Oath Cer-
emony. I assured him that on Friday
certainly the school would be dis-
cussing, watching, or listening to the
Presidential Oath of Office. He po-
litely corrected me that would not
happen. I dropped him off at school
and then ran into a friend (an adult
Westfielder) and casually mentioned
my conversation with my grandson.
She emphatically reiterated his com-
ments, said no students would be wit-
nessing the ceremony live. She with
tongue in cheek likened it it to gag
orders from so very long ago.

 Very concerned at this point, and
frankly shocked, I arrived home and
called the Westfield Superintendent
of Schools office to speak to Ms.
Dolan. I introduced myself to the
secretary as Colonel Mary Jo Rice,
there was dead silence until finally
she asked me the nature of my call.
Very hesitatingly she said she’d pass
on my concerns to Ms. Dolan. Mo-
ments later the secretary called me
back, said the Superintendent was in
a meeting and would be unable to
speak with me. I told her I would wait
for Ms. Dolan’s call at her earliest
convenience.

 Ms. Dolan returned my call about
a half hour later and said she had met
with other educators early in the sum-
mer and “we decided we would not
expose Westfield school children to
this contentious election.” I explained
to her that I was not referring to the
election, candidates, primaries, ral-
lies, polls or any of the other myriad
of behaviors and activities to date. I
told her I was referring to the most
revered ceremony in the history of
our democratic country, the Presi-
dential Inaugural Oath of Office, hall-
mark of our country’s peaceful, non
violent transfer of power following
the national presidential election ev-
ery four years, probably the only coun-
try to do so since declaring its inde-
pendence. Superintendent Dolan had
not much more of substance to say
other than thanking me for my ser-
vice. By the curt tone in her voice my
opinion was not of much importance.

 I called my grandson’s school and
asked the best time to pick him up
early so the we would not disrupt
classes; the very helpful secretary said
to come in 10 minutes as it would be
the change of classes. I arrived and
while chatting with the secretary, a
woman unknown to me and with the
fear of God on her face took me by my
wrist and walked me to a hallway. At
that moment the principal appeared
in front of us, directed me into his
office, excused the other lady and
closed the door to his office. As he
took his seat, and in an obvious angry
tone he told me he had just had a call
from his boss about my conversation
with her. At that point I realized his
true concern was the audacity I had in
expressing my opinion to the Super-
intendent. He referred to my friends
use of the phrase gag order and I
assured him it was said tongue in
cheek. His tone of voice escalated as
he said, “There is no way I can fit 600
students in that auditorium.” I let him
finish his remarks then related to him
what I observed at Back to School
Night as I walked hallways, stair-
wells, a library, cafeteria, gymnasium,
classrooms, and the auditorium. I also
noticed more and more sophisticated
technology than was probably at
NASA.

As I’m sure all teachers know,
teaching and learning can happen in
small spaces.

 My opinion was the missed teach-
ing moment for the students which

could have been easily accomplished
if the event had been valued and if
proper, prior planning were com-
pleted. I stood, offered him my hand
and thanked him for his time. I went
to the outer office and brought my
grandson home. We had an inspiring
time watching the Presidential Oath
of Office ceremony all of which took
maybe an hour. Later I laughingly
thought that in 19 years of formal
education, this was the first time I had
ever “been called to a principal’s of-
fice.”

 I am 70-years-old, had a great,
great grandfather who fought in the
Confederate Army; my Dad flew Lib-
erators and Mustangs in WW II; my
five uncles fought in WW II; I served
30 years in the U.S. Army Nurse
Corps.; and a nephew is a veteran of
Kuwait. The latest addition to our
family is the real deal Yankee Doodle
Dandy born on the 4th of July, 2016!

 I have always been extremely sen-
timental and patriotic, so much so
that you could color me red, white,
and blue. Yes, I always cry at parades
and any rendition of our National
Anthem. I’ve witnessed the govern-
ments in Africa, China, Vietnam, Iran,
Germany, Russia, and Belgium. As
the chief nurse of a U.S. Army hospi-
tal I had to plan and execute very
successful international training mis-
sions for hundreds of troops. In my
opinion, it is a shame that our
Westfield, N.J. school children of the
intermediate and high school grades
were denied a magnificent teachable
moment on Friday, January 20,2017
which took all of probably less than
an hour, perhaps longer if the teach-
ers explained about the historical
event.

 These are my experiences with
how the Westfield school system
viewed my opinions. It is my opinion
that if an event is valued and effective
prior planning is done well, many
teaching moments can be provided,
none more important than the peace-
ful transfer of power in our wonderful
country. After all, our intermediate
and high school children can be vot-
ers in the not too far distance and
when and how better to learn about it
all than now. I sincerely applaud Ms.
Lust for her time with the children
teaching her Presidential Election
2016 handout.

 My husband has since referred me
to The Westfield Leader’s Inaugural
editorial of January 19, 2017, and it
captures so well something which is
so critical to our country. As my friend
said so long ago, opinions are like
noses. My opinions have served me
well so far and I don’t think my nose
has done such a bad job either! A very
happy and blessed next four years
and God Bless America.

Colonel Mary Jo Rice
U.S. Army, Ret.

Westfield

Probitas Verus Honos

In N.J., One Will Never Know
How Much Ballot Fraud Occurs

I read where critics foolishly dis-
miss the possibility of ballot fraud as
claimed by President Trump and N.J.
Governor Christie, et al. As a resident
of N.J., I can attest that here in this
state there is a good possibility —
Especially in areas controlled by po-
litical bosses, their political machines,
and their minions. The purpose is of
course to maintain power and control
of towns and counties to self-enrich
themselves, their friends, relatives,
political bosses, donors and the le-
gions of soldiers and operatives that
bow to them. N.J. is considered one
of the most corrupt states in the nation
and had a book and documentary
made of our government system
called, “The Soprano State.”

One major claim of alleged ballot
fraud appeared in a local Primary Elec-
tion of 2006, in Roselle, a borough
within Union County and fully con-
trolled by a political boss machine. As
an example, one such boss is our Sena-
tor Lesniak, where in a Star-Ledger
article from September 13, 2000, de-
clared that he is the self-proclaimed
power broker of our area influencing
all contracts, appointments and hiring.
But an example of organizations bring-
ing integrity into N.J. is NJ Appleseed,
a public interest law center dedicated
in part to integrity in the election pro-
cess. On their site they had an anec-
dote on one such election fraud and
how they helped justice prevail over a
compromised ballot procedure. The
following is from their site:

“Christine Dansereau was seen as
the ‘outsider’ candidate in the Union
County Democratic Party’s 2006 pri-
mary for Roselle’s 5th Ward council
seat. On election night, she emerged
victorious – until the absentee ballots
were counted. An astonishing 54 ab-
sentee ballots edged her opponent
Rosemarie Bullock to a narrow win.
Dansereau challenged the Primary
Election results and, after a six-day
trial, the lower court invalidated 31 of
Bullock’s 54 absentee ballots due to
improper ballot handling by Bullock’s
campaign workers. Dansereau was
reinstated as victor, and went on to
win in the General Election. Bullock
appealed on the grounds that the court
lacked sufficient evidence to invali-
date the ballots, and NJ Appleseed
stepped in to represent Dansereau
and uphold the principle that elec-
tions should be free from abuse. The

Appellate Division agreed, uphold-
ing the lower court’s decision to in-
validate the questionable ballots. The
case sparked a state criminal investi-
gation into voter fraud.”

Some additional eyebrow-raising
information I will add and can easily
be found by Googling this Roselle
election fiasco. Dansereau was cam-
paigning against the Union County
political machine backed candidate.
Roselle has multiple wards, yet all the
absentee ballots that were turned in by
Roselle Councilman Holley were just
for that one ward. Holley appears to be
a “soldier” heavily involved in the
Union County political machine. The
first judge that heard the case, Judge
Malone, threw out the case in attempts
to marginalize it. Before being ap-
pointed a judge, Malone was the po-
litical boss of the largest town in Union
County. The case was appealed and
relocated by the Dansereau lawyers. A
handwriting specialist testified that
many of the signatures were very simi-
lar. Some voters who supposedly
signed the absentee ballots said they
never met Councilman Holley and said
it was not their signature. It took three
years before Councilman Holley’s
voter fraud case came to trial, relo-
cated over in Mercer Superior Court.
Instead of the sentence of five years in
jail and a $15,000 fine, he was sen-
tenced into pretrial intervention, which
he remained free, but with a year of
supervision. The judge called him just
“overzealous.” A few years later, al-
leged perpetrator Holley was rewarded
with the election line by the machine
and went on to be a N.J. assemblyman.
I call all this, “perfecting legalized
corruption.”

At least in N.J., one will never know
how much ballot fraud occurs, when
political machines and bosses own the
towns, the elections, possibly some
judges and maybe even some prosecu-
tors. In Union County where I live, the
county government is heavily con-
trolled by boss politics and all the
towns’ voting machines during the year
are stored in one county building they
own. It makes this N.J. resident suspi-
cious of their access.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Westfield Does Community And
Public Matters Very Well

Now a month into the New Year,
the dramas of the election, heated
debate of division rollin’ down the
Boulevard, and the petty fence memes
are finally disappearing into their
appropriate places of our past. In a
month or so, stepping out from the
dark evenings of winter, Westfield
will be nearly at full steam doing what
we do. We head outdoors to be with
our family in community. Westfield
does community very well.

Westfield also does public matters
very well. Over the years we have put
talented people in office to represent
our public interest and we have been
rewarded with excellent results. Our
balance sheet has earned us AAA
from the Standard and Poor’s credit
agency. No matter how far from home,
when another asks us about Westfield;
about where we live, the remarkable
reputation of our public schools is
always something to talk about. And,
our citizens have a high level of aware-
ness for the important issues con-
cerning our town.

Similar to the threshold where the
sand of the past meets the present, this
new year’s social media and public
forum chatter have swiftly pulled our
attention from the anxieties of these
past few months and pushed our collec-
tive focus toward the sands piling onto
our future. While we are still historic
Westfield, our town is now fixated on
the choices that hold our potential. The
Mayor’s address at this year’s reorgani-
zation made it very clear that our down-
town will be the priority of much public
debate these next few years.

While the issues concerning our
downtown may feel like they have
appeared overnight, Economics 101
taught us all that a responsible fix may
take a little bit longer. It’s important
for the Westfield to embrace respon-
sible discussion and appropriate civil
discourse around the Mayor’s recent
call for action. The Open Discussion
by Citizens part of the Town Council
meeting on January 24th was not our
communities finest moment. Marci
Bandelli may be “devastated” by

Panera’s closing, (as reported in last
week’s paper), however this commu-
nity is above and downright exhausted
of the heated rhetoric that continues to
permeate our political environment.
Loss of life, liberty, or property can be
devastating, but the loss of a franchise
chain sandwich shop? Please, stop!

Further, Westfield government has
no business doing anything about prop-
erty rental rates of the downtown real
estate oligarchy. Referencing a stu-
dent textbook on economics could have
saved Ms. Bandelli from bringing an
unproductive tone to the downtown
issue. This is Westfield, not Pyongyang.

The laws of supply and demand
determine rental rates, no different
than the free market that determines
the value of Ms. Bandelli’s house.
Would she suggest that the town lead-
ership limit the resale value of her
home? Ms. Bandelli is welcome to
take less than market value if she
herself chooses, but her altruism
should end at her own property line.

Public debate over the future of our
downtown should be worthy of
Westfield. Lawsuits, fence memes, digi-
tal chat board shout downs, and bully-
ing of local government at our public
meetings will only bring negative atten-
tion to our community. We have done a
great job electing our public servants,
and an even better job articulating the
latest downtown concern of our com-
munity. The transparent appointment
and service of the Downtown Task
Force is another example of Westfield
responding and handling public issues
responsibly. It is up to all of us in the
community to articulate our wants and
needs in a tone that shows other com-
munities that are struggling through
similar issues how we solve an eco-
nomic problem.

Debating the future of our down-
town is yet another opportunity for
Westfield to show that we do public
matters and community very well.

Edward Stellingwerf
Westfield

More Letters to the Editor
See more letters on next page
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ObamaCare, Though Not Perfect, Had
Significant Achievements

When the Affordable Care Act was
originally passed with no Republican
support, Republicans made much ado
about the fact it was decided by one
party and rammed down their throats.
To date, the Republicans have not
even reached this low threshold; i.e.,
having a plan that at least Republi-
cans agree on. In seven years of com-
plaints, seven years of useless votes
to repeal, not once has a viable Re-
publican solution, backed by the ma-
jority of Republicans and capable of
passing in a Republican-led Congress,
been put forward.

The ACA, while not perfect, has
had significant, measurable achieve-
ments – driving the uninsured rate to
a historic low, significant consumer
protections, such as no lifetime cap
on benefits, coverage for individuals
with pre-existing conditions, allow-
ing young adults to remain on their

parents policy until age 26, as well as
other reforms to the healthcare indus-
try to cut wasteful spending.

And again, there is presently no
viable alternative option passed by
Congress – or for that matter tested
before the Supreme Court. Starting
from square one is not acceptable.

 A repeal without a replacement is
reckless. A tax credit is not a healthcare
plan. This country spends more than
any other country in the world on its
healthcare system. There is signifi-
cant room for improvement. The Af-
fordable Care Act should be a starting
point and the focus should be on
improvements to the current law and
providing Americans with the acces-
sible, affordable healthcare they de-
serve.

Mary Bowman
Westfield

If Losing Consumer Protection,
Insurance Co. Make The Decisions

As I ice my neck from the week of
whiplash watching the Trump Ad-
ministration dismantle our country’s
limb from moral limb, we all need
stay focused on our local elected of-
ficials who will vote hand in hand
with the Trump Administration.

“I see crazy, I cross the street.”
That rule has served me very well in
my life and I would expect nothing
less from our elected officials. Like a
moth to a flame, Congressman Lance
continues to defy that rule. His voting
record, which is easily accessible to
anyone who is interested, has repre-
sented the extreme right wing of his
party under the guise of being a mod-
erate Republican. Make no mistake;
Congressman Lance does not repre-
sent the vast majority of his constitu-
ents and will vote with Trump down
the line. Why does he keep getting
elected? Gerrymandering which is
another topic. But let me not distract.

Let’s get focused by acknowledg-
ing that Congressman Lance supports
a full repeal of the Affordable care
Act (ACA) or better known as Obama
care, without a replacement plan. That
means in a nutshell that we lose con-
sumer protections and allow insur-

ance companies to again make all the
decisions regarding whether or not
they will pay for your medical care.
And that means everyone. The ACA
is the law of the land and was de-
signed to protect the people. Your
grandmas Medicare and Medicaid is
in this man’s hands.

In an impromptu meeting at his
Westfield office on January 18th, with
20 of his constituents, Congressman
Lance was asked why he is support-
ing a repeal of the ACA without a
replacement. Congressman Lance
responded, “ I ran on repeal and re-
place and I won.” If that doesn’t send
chills down your spine what will?

Congressman Lance, your constitu-
ents get sick, whether they are Repub-
lican, Democratic, Independent or Lib-
ertarian. We are human beings first
with various devastating medical con-
ditions, preexisting conditions and long
roads of healing ahead of us. You and
your party have neither worked on a
plan or have a plan. And a hasty repeal
is both irresponsible and dangerous.
It’s also crazy and irrational. It’s time
for you to lead and not support a
repeal, or move aside and let someone
else stand up for your constituents in
New Jersey 7th district.

Marci Bandelli
Westfield

Letters to the Editor National Freedom Day, The Prequel to
The Black History Month of Today

February 1, 1865, President
Abraham Lincoln signed a joint reso-
lution of the Senate and House which
later became the 13th Amendment to
the Constitution which, as we know,
abolished slavery in the United States
of America. This historical fact reads
little in our history books, but this
resolution was a monumental change
for the history of the United States
and the world.

A former slave who later became a
major in the military, Richard Robert
Wright, Sr. was so overwhelmed with
that signing that he believed this day
should be recognized and celebrated.
For years he fought for this day to
become a national day of remem-
brance. Sadly, it did not occur until
after his death. The proclamation of
this day was signed on June 30, 1948
by President Harry S. Truman. Later
this day became February 1st, be-
came Black History Day and by 1976,
Black History Month was recognized.

Now that I told you how Black
History Month got to be observed,
I’m going to tell you why. If the truth
be known and admitted, some non-
African-Americans are either per-
plexed or a bit envious why a whole
month is dedicated to one people.

Why Black History month and why
in February? To answer these ques-
tions, we have to go back to 1926
when historian Carter G. Woodson,
an African-American headed the as-
sociation for the study of Negro life
history in America. Mr. Woodson
chose the second week of February to
be Negro History Week. He chose it
because it coincided with the birth-
days of Abraham Lincoln (February
12th) and Fredrick Douglas (Febru-
ary 14th).

Fredrick Douglas was a runaway
slave who became the strongest ad-
vocate as an abolitionist. He fought
for the enactment of the 13th, 14th
and 15th Amendments. Briefly, the
13th Amendment freed all slaves any-
where in the United States. The 14th
Amendment gave full citizenship to
all emancipated slaves and the 15th
Amendment gave the African-Ameri-
can the right to vote.

Mr. Woodson contended it was

important that black history be taught
to ensure the physical and intellectual
survival within the borders of society.
This is a direct quote by historian
Carter G. Woodson: “If a race has no
history, it has no worthwhile tradi-
tion, it becomes a negligible factor in
the thought of the world, and it stands
in danger of being exterminated. The
American Indian left no continuous
record. He did not appreciate the value
of tradition; and where is he today?
The Hebrew keenly appreciated the
value of tradition, as is attested by the
Bible itself. In spite of worldwide
persecution, therefore, he is a great
factor in our civilization.”

The launching of Negro History
Week was met with enthusiasm and
the creation of Black History Clubs
throughout our country. Teachers and
interest from progressive whites made
Negro History Week throughout the
decades. Black History Week became
Black History Month when it was
proposed by leaders of the Black
United Students at Kent State Uni-
versity in February 1969. Its first cel-
ebration took place one year later in
1970.

In 1976, as part of the United States
bicentennial, Black History Month
was officially recognized by the
United States government. President
Gerald Ford spoke in regards to this
urging Americans to “seize the op-
portunity to honor the too-often ne-
glected accomplishments of Black
Americans in every area of endeavor
throughout our history.”

The history of the African-Ameri-
can is that of pride, strength and pas-
sion. The fortitude to go forward and
walk into a hurricane of hate, racism
and violence to come out the other
end stronger than ever. African-
American leaders such as Fredrick
Douglas, Martin Luther King, Rosa
Parks and so many others must be
remembered. The history of these
great people must always be fresh in
our minds, not only to African-Ameri-
cans but to all Americans. May peace
and brotherhood be what our great
nation is about.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

BID ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Westfield Public Schools will accept bids
for Multi-Purpose Room Floor Replace-
ment at Jefferson Elementary School,
1200 Boulevard; Tamaques Elementary
School, 641 Willow Grove Road; and
Washington Elementary School, 900
Saint Marks Avenue, Westfield, New Jer-
sey 07090, together with all work inciden-
tal thereto, in accordance with the require-
ments of the drawings and specifications
prepared by Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie,
P.C. (FVHD) Architects-Planners,
www.fvhdpc.com, FVHD Project
#4777B4/ 4777F1/ 4777H1.

BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED AS
FOLLOWS:  SINGLE OVER-
ALL CONTRACT (C008 OR
C009)

Sealed Bids are due by March 1,
2017, 2:00 p.m. (prevailing time) to the
Westfield Board of Education, attention of
Ms. Dana Sullivan, Business Administra-
tor, Room 101, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, and will be publicly
opened and read immediately thereafter.
Any Bid received after that time shall be
rejected.

Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
New Jersey 08618, and may be inspected
by prospective bidders during regular busi-
ness hours. Any bidder should contact the
Architect’s office at (609) 883-7101 to con-
firm availability of documents. The Bid
Documents may be obtained from the Ar-
chitect upon deposit of $150 (One Hun-
dred Fifty Dollars) for each set, made pay-
able to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie. If
bidder requests documents to be shipped,
they must provide their direct shipping
account number to the Architect and a
separate non-refundable handling fee of
$25 per set payable in advance to Fraytak
Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. Deposits will
be refunded if the bid documents are re-
turned in whole in good condition, bound in
proper order, unmarked and returned within
ten (10) days after the opening of bids, by
a Bidder submitting a bona fide bid. All
questions must be sent only via mail or
facsimile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in du-
plicate (one original and one copy) in a
sealed: (1) addressed to the owner, (2)
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der written on the face of the envelope, and
(3) clearly marked “BID” with the contract
title and/or bid number on the outside of
the envelope and must be accompanied
by a Certified Check, Cashier’s Check or
Bid Bond drawn to the order of the Owner
for not less than ten percent (10 percent) of

the amount of the bid, but in no case in
excess of $20,000; and must be delivered
to the above place on or before the hour
named. The Board of Education and the
Architect assume no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2-33, the
bidder must be pre-qualified by the New
Jersey Division of Property Management
and Construction (DPMC) prior to the date
that bids are received if the cost of the work
exceeds $20,000. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being non-responsible to
bid requirements.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Con-
sent of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with a
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100 percent
of the contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to
furnish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Consent of Surety shall
be executed by an approved surety com-
pany authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 2A-44-143, and 2A:44-144.

Pursuant to “The Public Works Contrac-
tor Registration Act” (P.L. 1999, c238),
Bidders and their subcontractors are re-
quired to be registered with the New Jer-
sey Department of Labor and to possess a
current certificate by said Department indi-
cating compliance with the Act prior to the
time and date that bids are received.

All contractors and subcontractors must
provide a Business Registration Certifi-
cate (BRC). The BRC must be on file prior
to the award of the contract per N.J.S.A.
52:32-44.

All Contractors and Subcontractors who
bid on the project must be registered pur-
suant to New Jersey State Prevailing Wage
Act, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.27 et seq.

All bidders must comply with the require-
ments Laws Against Discrimination
N.J.S.A. 10:5-1 et seq., Affirmative Action
Regulations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L.
1975, c.127), N.J.S.A. 17:27-1.1 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.8. An Initial Project
Workforce Report will be required from the
successful bidder (Form AA-201).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. “Public School Con-
tracts Law.”

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
60 days after the date set for the opening
thereof. The right is reserved to reject any
or all bids or to waive informality in the
bidding if it is in the interest of the Owner to
do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
Dana Sullivan,

Business Administrator
 Board Secretary
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The Long-Standing American
Tradition for Every New President...

Coleman’s Actions Were In Line With
The Sentiments Of Her Constituents
Bonnie Watson Coleman represents

N.J.’s 12th Congressional District, a
large district that includes Fanwood
and part of Scotch Plains. The Con-
gresswoman was one of almost 70
officials who declined to attend the
recent Presidential Inauguration, and
she explained her decision to all of
her constituents in a simple and re-
spectful statement on her website.
Instead, she hosted an Interfaith Unity
and Reflection Vigil in Trenton, which
is also part of the district.

Ms. Watson Coleman was elected
this past November by 62.9 percent
of the vote. As a member of the
House, her job is to represent the
district as a whole; to debate and
legislate on its behalf. She was not
elected to represent any one indi-
vidual. Further, in that only 32 per-
cent of her district voted for Mr.
Trump, I believe her actions were in
line with the sentiments of the ma-

jority of her constituents.
Article I, Section 2 of the U.S.

Constitution sets forth three qualifi-
cations for Members of the House of
Representatives, and none of them
pertain to their presence at Presiden-
tial Inaugurations. Attendance to this
ceremony is not mandatory, and there
is indeed precedent for this action. In
the past, individual representatives
have shunned Inaugurations for per-
sonal or political reasons, and in 1973,
Richard Nixon’s second inaugural
address was boycotted by legislators
en masse.

I respect and applaud Ms. Watson
Coleman’s decision and believe it
was just and proper. She acted on
behalf of her district with forethought
and in good conscience, and I wish
more of our elected officials would
act accordingly.

Nancee Novak
Scotch Plains

The long-standing American tradi-
tion is that every new President be
given a honeymoon period as the new
President puts together his adminis-
tration, plans his programs and poli-
cies, and works to establish good
relations with Congress.

In short, Americans have tradition-
ally given the new President the ben-
efit of the doubt in the first six months
in office.

That is, until now. And this is sad
because the traditional honeymoon
period is a period intended to unify
the country so that the people, what-
ever their political persuasion, stand
behind the new President and wish-
ing him well throughout his term.

Marches are fine. They, too, are an
American tradition but massively
marching even on President Trump’s
first day in office is quite something
else.

The lead editorial in the January
26th issue of The Westfield Leader
correctly pointed out “Marches Fol-
lowing Inauguration Seen As ‘Anti-
Trump” Rallies.”

The front cover of this issue fea-
tures a photograph of marchers walk-
ing up North Avenue to the office of
Representative Leonard Lance with
one marcher carrying a prominent
sign stating “Love Trumps Hate.” As
if President Trump is not a loving
father, brother, husband, son, and
patriot.

There is time enough in the weeks
and months following the presiden-
tial honeymoon period to discuss,
debate, offer counter proposals, con-
duct hearings, march, and protest.

The image of a new President un-
der siege even before the first day is
out can only tend to embarrass him
and undermine his authority. This is
not a good thing in the international

arena where adversaries are just wait-
ing to pounce on any sign of weak-
ness in the new presidency and any
massive domestic opposition to sup-
port him.

Now is the time to march in step
with President Trump. At least during
the honeymoon period that sadly he is
not being given.

Nor does it help when dozens of
Democratic United States Represen-
tatives boycotted President Trump’s
inaugural address. It is another Ameri-
can tradition that we listen to each
other, however disagreeable the op-
posing view may be.

The honeymoon period at bottom
is an exercise in tolerance.

The late Hubert H. Humphrey, no
stranger to controversy, stated, “Free-
dom is hammered out on the anvil of
discussion, dissent, and debate.”

But democracy suffers when people
refused to listen to President Trump’s
inaugural address or anything else
substantive he has to say or dismiss
him out of hand.

President George Washington in
his farewell address in 1796 warned
against the danger of “one faction
over another, sharpened by a spirit of
revenge, natural to party dissension,
which in different ages and countries
has perpetuated the most horrid enor-
mities.”

Patrick Henry in 1792 declaimed,
“United we stand, divided we fall.
Let us not split into factions which
must destroy that union upon which
our existence hangs.”

Abe Lincoln would say in 1858, “A
house divided against itself cannot
stand.”

And there is another American tra-
dition: give the new person a chance.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice is hereby given that sealed pro-
posals will be received by the Township of
Cranford, Union County, New Jersey for
the “Lincoln Avenue Basketball Courts
Renovation” project and be opened and
read in public at the Township of Cranford
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, on Thurs-
day, February 23, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. pre-
vailing time.

The project includes the milling of the
existing basketball courts at Lincoln Park
in Cranford, New Jersey, as well as base
repair and full depth pavement installation
as required, resurfacing the court, and site
grading. The project also includes an alter-
nate bid, which consists of the milling and
paving of an existing hot mix asphalt side-
walk located adjacent to the basketball
courts. A second alternate bid includes the
installation of drainage improvements con-
sisting of yard inlets and associated
stormwater pipe. Construction must be
completed no later than 60 days from
issuance of the Notice to Proceed.

Contract Documents and Drawings for
the proposed work, which have been pre-
pared by the Township Engineer, Carl P.
O’Brien, P.E. of Maser Consulting P.A.,
are on file in the Township of Cranford, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016 as well as the office of said Engi-
neer at 400 Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount
Arlington, New Jersey 07856 and may be
inspected by prospective bidders during
business hours, beginning Thursday, Feb-
ruary 2, 2017.

Bidders will be furnished with a copy of
the Contract Documents by request upon
proper notice and payment of a non-re-
fundable charge of $100.00 payable to
Maser Consulting P.A. to defray the cost
thereof. Beginning on Thursday, February
2, 2017, Contract documents are available
for purchase at the Engineer’s Office, Maser
Consulting P.A., 400 Valley Road, Suite
304, Mount Arlington, New Jersey 07856,
(973) 398-3110. Proposals must be made
on the standard Proposal forms in the
manner designated in the Contract docu-
ments, and  must be enclosed in sealed
envelopes bearing the name and address
of the Bidder and the name of the project
on the outside. The envelope must be
accompanied by a Statement of Consent
of Surety from a surety company autho-
rized to do business in the State of New
Jersey and acceptable to the municipality
and either a Bid Bond or a Certified Check
drawn to the order of “Township of Cranford”
for not less than ten percent (10%) of the
amount bid, except that the check shall not
exceed $20,000.00. The successful bid-
der is hereby notified that a performance
bond and labor and material (payment)

bond for the full amount of this project is
required.

All bids shall be ADDRESSED TO TARA
ROWLEY, TOWNSHIP CLERK, 8
SPRINGFIELD AVENUE, CRANFORD,
NEW JERSEY 07016. The bidding con-
tractor shall submit ONE (1) ORIGINAL
AND ONE (1) COPY of their bid, both
respectively labeled.

The award of the Contract for this project
will not be made until the necessary funds
have been provided by the Owner in a
lawful manner.

The Township or the Engineer reserves
the right to require a complete financial
and experience statement from prospec-
tive bidders showing that they have satis-
factorily completed work of the nature re-
quired before furnishing proposal forms or
specifications, or before awarding the Con-
tract.

Proposals for this Contract will only be
accepted from bidders who have properly
qualified in accordance with the require-
ments of the Contract documents.

The right is also reserved to reject any or
all bids or to waive any informalities where
such informality is not detrimental to the
best interest of the Owner. Further, the
Owner reserves the right to abandon the
project and reject the bids entirely if any
legal or state or federal administrative ac-
tion is taken against the Owner which
could delay or jeopardize the project from
commencing. The right is also reserved to
increase or decrease the quantities speci-
fied in the manner designated in the Speci-
fications.

The successful bidder shall be required
to comply with the following:

A. Affirmative Action requirements (P.L.
1975, C.127, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. &
N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq.).

B. The provisions of the New Jersey
Prevailing Wage Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25
et seq.).

C. Anti-Kickback Regulations under Sec-
tion 2 of the Act of June 13, 1934, known as
the Copeland Act.

D. Worker and Community Right-to-
Know Act (N.J.S.A. 34:5A-1).

E. Anti-Drug/Alcohol plan in accordance
with 49 CFR Parts 40, 199 and 391.

The bid must also be accompanied by a
list of names and addresses of all stock-
holders owning 10% or more of the stock in
accordance with the provisions of the Pub-
lic Disclosure Law (P.L. 1988, C.33,
N.J.S.A. 52:25-24.2).

Financial assistance for these activities
is made possible by New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation Transit Village Ini-
tiative.

By order of the Township Council.
Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., Mayor
Terence Wall, Township Administrator

Tara Rowley,
Deputy Township Clerk

1 T - 2/2/17, The Leader Fee: $111.18

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION

DOCKET NO. F-033480-15
FILE NO. 51333-538

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACE AND

AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

US BANK AS CUSTODIAN
FOR PHOENIX; PLAINTIFF(S)
VS. MARIAN JOANNIDES,
WIDOW, HER HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES, AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; JAMES
GRAMMENOS, SINGLE;
GEORGE GRAMMENOS,
SINGLE; CHRISTINE
GRAMMENOS, SINGLE;
MICHAEL GRAMMENOS,
SINGLE; STATE OF  NEW
JERSEY; COLONIAL SAV-
INGS & LOAN ASSOCIATION;
HARPER & WHITE INC., AS-
SIGNEE OF EVERGREEN
VENDING INC.; FLEET NA-
TIONAL BANK NOW BANK
OF AMERICA, N.A.; ANES-
THESIA ASSOCIATES OF
M O R R I S T O W N ;
MORRISTOWN MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL; PAUL IPPOLITO
MEMORIAL; AMERICO
SPIRIDIGLIOZZI;  MIDLAND
FUNDING LLC; ASSOCIATES
IN FEMALE HEALTH CARE;
NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL
SERVICES;  KROWICKI
MCCRACKEN FUNERAL;
DEFENDANT(S)

THIS MATTER being opened to the court
by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, and it ap-
pearing that default has been entered
against the defendants, MARIAN
JOANNIDES, widow, her heirs, devisees
and personal representatives, and their or
any of their successors in right, title and
interest; JAMES GRAMMENOS, single;
GEORGE GRAMMENOS, single; CHRIS-
TINE GRAMMENOS, single; MICHAEL
GRAMMENOS, single; STATE OF  NEW
JERSEY; COLONIAL SAVINGS & LOAN
ASSOCIATION; HARPER & WHITE INC.,
Assignee of Evergreen Vending Inc.;
FLEET NATIONAL BANK now BANK OF
AMERICA, N.A.; ANESTHESIA ASSOCI-
ATES OF MORRISTOWN;
MORRISTOWN MEMORIAL HOSPITAL;
PAUL IPPOLITO MEMORIAL; AMERICO
SPIRIDIGLIOZZI; MIDLAND FUNDING
LLC; ASSOCIATES IN FEMALE HEALTH
CARE; NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL SER-
VICES; that the defendant, KROWICKI
McCRACKEN FUNERAL, filed a Non-Con-
testing Answer; that plaintiff has produced
before this court tax sale certificate #11-
00073, certified to be a true copy, which
certificate is dated December 23, 2011,
and is of record in the Union County Clerk’s
Office on February 22, 2012, in book 13271
of mortgages, page 594, as instrument
#543891, which covers Block 5.I, Lot 1, in
the Borough of Mountainside. Said certifi-
cate has been marked Exhibit P-1 on the
part of the plaintiff. More than two years
have elapsed since the sale of said lands
by the Borough of Mountainside, and the
lands have not been redeemed from the
tax sale; that plaintiff has produced before

this court its Certification showing that there
is due on said tax sale certificate, together
with subsequent taxes and interest, the
sum of $165,368.75 as of December 15,
2016; and

IT IS on this 24th day of January, 2017,
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the
amount required to redeem the premises
referred to in the aforementioned tax sale
certificate is the sum of $165,368.75, which
includes the amount due on said tax sale
certificate, subsequent taxes and interest
as of December 15, 2016, together with
costs duly taxed in the sum of $2,029.49.
An exact redemption amount must be ob-
tained from the municipal tax collector;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the
10th day of March, 2017, between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, at the office of
the Tax Collector of the Borough of
Mountainside, 1385 Route 22 East,
Mountainside, New Jersey, be and the
same is hereby fixed as the time and place
for the redemption of the said lands as
described in the complaint and making up
the premises concerning which the com-
plaint is filed, and that thereupon the de-
fendant who redeems shall be entitled to
the certificate of tax sale duly endorsed for
cancellation; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in de-
fault of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the Borough of
Mountainside, and the plaintiff, the said
sum, interest and costs aforesaid, the said
defendants stand absolutely debarred and
foreclosed of and from all right and equity
of redemption on, in and to said lands and
premises and every part thereof, and the
plaintiff shall have an absolute and inde-
feasible interest of inheritance in fee simple,
to said lands and premises. Anything to
the contrary notwithstanding, redemption
shall be permitted up until the entry of final
judgment including the whole of the last
date upon which judgment is entered; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not known,
a copy of this Order or Notice thereof
directed to such defendants shall be pub-
lished in The Westfield Leader, a newspa-
per circulating in Union County, at least
one time, not less than ten days prior to the
date fixed for redemption by this Order;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them such
a copy or notice not later than ten days
prior to the date fixed for redemption of the
lands and premises by this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Col-
lector of the Borough of Mountainside, and
that said Tax Collector of the Borough of
Mountainside certify to this Court whether
the premises were or were not redeemed
from the plaintiff’s tax sale certificate in
accordance with the terms of this Order.

PAUL INNES, P.J. CH.
Respectfully recommended
R.1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
KEITH A. BONCHI, ESQUIRE
 KAB 032321983
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1 T - 2/2/17, The Leader Fee: $136.68

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-025135-16
FILE NO. 22330-16

NOTICE TO REDEEM

PRO CAP II, LLC BY ITS CUS-
TODIAN US BANK; PLAIN-
TIFF VS. MIGUEL MARINE;
ANA VELOZ; JOSE
FERREIRA; EUGENIA
FERREIRA; ANGELA
RODRIGUEZ; GEORGINA C
PICHRDO; MIDLAND FUND-
ING LLC; EWING OIL CO INC;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: ANGELA RODRIGUEZ;
GEORGINA C PICHRDO;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on January 23, 2017, the Superior
Court Fixed March 9, 2017 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
ELIZABETH, located at 50 WINFIELD
SCOTT PLAZA, ELIZABETH, NEW JER-
SEY 07201 as the time and place when
and where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 926 BLOCK 1 on the tax duplicate
of ELIZABETH. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 13-00029 is
$27,156.53, together with interest from
December 31, 2016 and costs of $1,452.01.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 2/2/17, The Leader Fee: $51.51

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-012582-16
FILE NO. 21898-16

NOTICE TO REDEEM

US BANK CUST/TOWER DBW
III TRUST 20; PLAINTIFF VS.
AMERICAN HOUSING TRUST
1; TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE;
ABT TEC; U.S. BANK CUST
FOR PHOENIX FUNDING;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: AMERICAN HOUSING TRUST 1;
ABT TEC;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on January 24, 2017, the Superior
Court Fixed March 10, 2017 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
HILLSIDE, located at 1409 LIBERTY AV-
ENUE, HILLSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07205
as the time and place when and where you
may pay to the plaintiff the amount so
found due for principal and interest on its
certificate of tax sale as follows:

LOT 56  BLOCK 401 on the tax duplicate
of HILLSIDE. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 13-021 is
$37,415.38, together with interest from
October 31, 2016 and costs of $1,323.44.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 2/2/17, The Leader Fee: $48.45
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  CDC Theatre     Presents 

Tickets/Info at www.cdctheatre.org /908-276-7611                 

78 Winans Ave., Cranford 

    Feb. 10-11 
       16-17-18  
         at 8pm  
  
 Sat. Feb. 11 at 2pm 

by Noel Coward 

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

The Founder
The Original Hamburglar

3 popcorns

MAKING IT BIG...The Cranford High School Concert Choir performed at
Carnegie Hall on January 14 in a performance entitled “War, Peace, and the
Power of Music.”  Produced by performing arts educators and Artistic Director
Peggy Dettwiler, the festival concert featured nine different choirs including the
Mansfield University Concert Choir, directed by Ms. Dettwiler.  Groups from
New Jersey to Ireland participated in the concert and joined together in the finale,
the last portion of the Ralph Vaughan Williams Dona Nobis Pacem.  While the
Cranford High School Concert Choir has performed at Carnegie Hall before in
massed-choir events, this was the first time in school history that the students were
invited to present a solo performance at the famous hall.  It also marked director
Anthony Rafaniello’s Carnegie Hall conducting debut. The Concert Choir’s
spring season will begin with the Cranford High School Spring Choral Concert on
Thursday, April 27 at 7:30 p.m.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

 I think my father would have
enjoyed John Lee Hancock’s The
Founder, an enthusiastic account of
how Ray Kroc, a previously failed
salesman, turned the McDonald
brothers’ pioneering, fast food res-
taurant into a worldwide phenom-
enon. But while he would applaud
the title character’s passion and
persistence, he’d have something to
say about his arguable ruthlessness.
While dad, like Roy Hobbs in The
Natural (1982), liked a buck as well
as the next guy, he didn’t believe
that business and integrity were
mutually exclusive items.

Daniel Goldberger, generally a
man of few but well-chosen words,
turned loquacious when we had
company in the form of a business
associate he knew in Europe before
WWII. ‘How did he do it?’ was the
question that fascinated him,
whether discussing a successful
trucking company owner as he had
been, a chocolatier like two of his
14 brothers and sisters, or perhaps a
chubby pot-and-pan manufacturer
who, they might chuckle, had a very
pretty wife. Point of disclosure, it’s
accepted lore that the family busi-
ness gene skipped over me to my
gallerist daughter, Erin.

Dad was into the systems of it, the
ingenuity, the all-too-rare heroism
of honest business. Hence, he would
have an ethical bone to pick with
Mr. Kroc, superbly styled by
Michael Keaton. Still, you could
also make a slightly sympathetic
case for the hamburger king if you
consider the great hunger for suc-
cess his past failures had instilled in
him. Act 1, Scene 1, unlike Arthur
Miller’s ultimately tragic Willy
Loman, Ray Kroc wasn’t even a
successful traveling salesman in his
youth. His days were spent on the
road in rejection, his lonely nights
in fleabag motels.

But if it’s true that success is
usually spawned from what we learn
in failure, then Mr. Kroc, who origi-
nally hailed from Oak Park, Illi-
nois, had plenty of education in that
area. Informally studying diners,
drive-ins and dives long before Mr.
Fieri took to glamorizing the better
ones, Mr. Kroc suffered the lesser

examples’ shortcomings: specifi-
cally, long wait times for poorly
prepared food that inevitably ar-
rived lukewarm. It sadly went on
like this until, lo and behold, like in
the storybooks, inspiration pre-
sented itself. A less ambitious mind
might have missed it.

It gets you thinking what you
might have done, and wondering if
you ever passed up such a seem-
ingly divine signal. For when Ray
Kroc, the heretofore unsuccessful
milkshake blender salesman, re-
ceives an order for not one but six
blenders from San Bernardino’s
Dick and Mac McDonald, he isn’t
content to take the paltry commis-
sion. Nope, he gets out the map and
makes a beeline for that first
McDonald’s eatery…a clean, shin-
ing example of gastronomic effi-
ciency.

The juicy epiphany unfolds. Sit-
ting there on a bench in the Califor-
nia sun as throngs of excited fami-
lies sidle up for their much antici-
pated, gustatory delights, Ray im-
bibes his first hamburger and it’s a
financial bonanza at first bite.
Whether it’s artistic license taken
by screenwriter Robert D. Siegel or
not, when Mac comes out to tidy up
the lot, Ray extols, “This is the best
hamburger I’ve ever eaten.” Thus
the history of how the world eats
arrives at a watershed, and whether
or not you like fast food, you sure
could go for a Big Mac.

Practically out of breath with en-
thusiasm, Ray sells the brothers on
franchising their restaurant. Fastidi-
ous fellows, they had previously
demurred for fear that their Speedee
concept, featuring a custom, pro-
duction line kitchen, would be com-
promised by scurrilous, quick-profit
seekers. But Ray, summoning a su-
per-salesmanship previously dor-
mant and unexpressed, convincingly
allays their fears. Fast forward and
the golden arches span from sea to
shining sea. However, business be-
ing business, it isn’t long before
Ray’s aggressive tactics puts him in
Dutch with the brothers.

It is at this juncture, where Mr.
Keaton personifies the moral di-
lemma Ray must sidestep in favor
of his grandiose dreams, that we
realize the strength of his
Stanislavski-imbued portrayal.
While Keaton has received his share
of accolades, including a Golden
Globe win and an Oscar nomination
for Birdman (2014), here he fully
flourishes his thespic instrument.
He personifies the Great American
Rationalization. Which means,
while it’s not downright dishonest,
it’s not quite kosher either. No char-
acter played by Gary Cooper or
Jimmy Stewart would approve of it.

If it were set to music, director
Hancock’s film could be the oper-
atic exemplification of the business
ethos that has spurred the growth of
this nation from the early capitalist
incantations of Colonial clergy to
the currently creeping, all too readily
employed, end justifies the means.
But all that subtextual philosophy
is only there for those who enjoy the
movie equivalent of two all beef
patties, special sauce, lettuce,
cheese, pickles and onions on a
sesame seed bun. Otherwise, on a
much simpler, ketchup-only level,
The Founder provides rather tasty
food for thought.

***
The Founder, rated PG-13, is a

Weinstein Company release directed
by John Lee Hancock and stars
Michael Keaton, Nick Offerman and
John Carroll Lynch. Running time:
115 minutes.
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908-232-4407     sales@goleader.com

Lordy

Lordy ...

Look Who’s 40!

Nifty 

Nifty ...

Look Who’s 50!

Does a loved one or friend
have a birthday coming up soon?

Call or email the Sales Department
for more information today!

Get the word out! Use the 
LEADER/TIMES to let everyone know!

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 
 

Open to WML and MURAL  

cardholders. Sign up online at 

wwww.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 

908.789.4090 option 0.  
It’s your Library … make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  

www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

 

 

Learn at your Library! 
 

The Westfield Memorial Library, that is! 

Discover Ben Franklin on Wednesday, February 8 at 7:00 pm  

Author, printer, political theorist, politician, Freemason, postmaster, 

scientist, inventor, civic activist, statesman, and diplomat—Ben Franklin 

was a man who kept learning! Historian Michael Norris, PhD, will tell 

us all about the amazing Ben Franklin in this talk. Dr. Norris spent 

twenty years at the Cloisters Museum and the Metropolitan Museum of 

Art. You, too, can be a lifelong learner at the library! 

“My Songs Know What You Did in
the Dark (Light Em Up)” to tap danc-
ing to Hairspray’s “You Can’t Stop
the Beat” and the acrobatics fea-
tured in Flo Rida’s “My House.”
Dancers mesmerized the crowd via
the lights of their neon glow-bottom
sneakers for their performance of
Justin Timberlake’s “Can’t Stop the
Feeling.” There was even a dancing
chicken (Gina Kamins), clearly a kid
favorite when she “dabbed” her beak
to “The Bird Is the Word.”

And speaking of dancing, the real
life Washington School teachers and
Principal Andrew Perry took the
show’s traditional faculty number to
a whole new level this year with a
dynamic song medley that also in-
cluded acrobatics and even a pyra-
mid formation.

The show always incorporates a
couple’s number, and this year they
dressed as brides and grooms for
Meghan Trainor’s “Dear Future Hus-
band.” The traditional men’s num-
ber provided its usual chuckles and
whistles, shaking their tutus to “Me
Too,” also by Meghan Trainor.

By far the biggest burst of ap-
plause was for the alumni, who get to
return every 10 years to perform a
bonus number. They brought down
the house singing and dancing to
“Sweet Caroline” and “Let’s Do the
Time Warp Again” from the Rocky
Horror Picture Show. They also pro-
vided the “students” with the pivotal
clue they need to ultimately defeat
the Bots.

The talented band did its annual in
memoriam tribute to music legends
by opening with a rousing rendition
of David Bowie’s “Suffragette City”

and additionally entertained the
crowd during intermission.

Scriptwriter Gregory T. Simpson
spoke to The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
about the message he wanted the
audience, particularly the children,
to take away from the performance.
He hoped to educate them not only
about the history of technology, but
to make them aware of the perma-
nent digital footprint from their ac-
tions. Most importantly, he hoped to
inspire.

“You don’t have to be a certain type
of person to make the world a better
place,” he said. “It can be anybody.
It’s just trial and error over time, and
sticking with it to see it through. If
you want to do it, go for it.”

He expressed his appreciation for
the 150 people involved in all as-
pects of the show.

“It’s not just the people on stage,
it’s the people backstage…” Mr.
Simpson said. “It takes a village to
put this together.”

He also praised the originators of
the Washington School Show.

“Whatever blueprint they came up
with 70 years ago, it works,” he said.
“We’re so thankful someone came
up with the brilliant concept that
allows us to do this.”

Hack to the Future was directed
by Danielle Michaeli and John
Potamousis and produced by Sabina
Schuttevaer, Achilles Alon, Eva
O’Neill and Brian Tortorella. The
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)
will utilize the fundraiser proceeds
for classroom resources, teacher
grants, school enhancements and ad-
ditional programs.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Washington School Players

CDC Announces Youth
Registrations and Auditions

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HACK TO THE TEACHERS...Principal Andrew Perry and faculty perform a
dynamic song and dance number during Washington School’s 70th annual
production Hack to the Future.

Center for Contemporary
Art Holds Exhibition

CRANFORD – CDC Theatre in
Cranford, New Jersey’s oldest con-
tinuously operating community the-
atre, has opened registration for the
Young Artists production of
Disney’s Mulan Jr., its Curtain Call
Classes and announces auditions for
Rent.

Open to students in grades four to
eight, there is no audition required to
be a part of Mulan, Jr. but space is
limited and registration is on a first
come basis. Additional information
can be found by visiting
www.cdctheatre.org. To register con-
tact Andrea Redmount at
andrearedmount@yahoo.com.

Curtain Call classes begin on Mon-
day, February 27, and run on Mon-
days and Wednesdays after school:
Mondays for grades kindergarten to
three and Wednesdays for grades four
to eight. During the spring, classes
focus on movement, acting and sing-
ing as students prepare a one of a kind
cabaret performance of some of
Broadway’s biggest hits on Saturday,
May 20 at noon and 3 p.m.

Students in grades eight to 12 are
invited to sign-up and audition for
Rent on Saturday, March 25 and Sat-
urday, April 1. Visit
www.cdctheatre.org for information
and sign-up details.

WATCHUNG – The Center for
Contemporary Art in Bedminster will
hold its annual Members’ Juried Ex-
hibition at the Watchung Arts Center.
The exhibition will be in the Watchung
Arts Center’s second-floor Heinz W.
Otto Gallery from Saturday, Febru-
ary 4 through Saturday, February 25,
with a public opening reception on
Sunday, February 5 from 2 to 4 p.m.
The reception and exhibition are free
and open to the public.

This year’s Members’ Juried Exhi-
bition features 30 pieces representing

the work of 28 of The Center’s mem-
bers.

More information about the Center
for Contemporary Art can be found
on their website,
www.ccabedminster.org.

The Watchung Arts Center, located
at 18 Stirling Road in Watchung on
the Watchung Circle, is a multi-disci-
plinary arts facility serving Watchung,
the surrounding communities and the
Tri-State Area. To obtain more infor-
mation visit WatchungArts.org or call
(908) 753-0190.

Calabria Named to
Siena College Dean's
List for Fall Semester
LOUDONVILLE, N.Y. – Mel-

issa Calabria has been named to the
Siena College Dean's List for the
fall 2016 semester. Calabria is an
Environmental Science B.S. major
from Scotch Plains.

To be named to the Dean's List, a
student's grade point average for
the semester must be between 3.5
and 3.89.

Oates Earns Dean's
List at Miami Univ.

OXFORD, Ohio -- Lauren Oates
was named to the dean's list at Mi-
ami University for the 2016 fall
semester.

Miami University students who
achieved a 3.5 or better grade point
average for first semester 2016-
2017 have been named to the dean's
list recognizing academic perfor-
mance.

Local Students Earn Dean's
List at Univ. of Delaware

NEWARK, Del. – Local students
have been named to the University of
Delaware Dean's List for the Fall
2016 semester:

Leigh Abramson of Cranford,
Nicholas Barroqueiro of Westfield,
Benjamin Bass of Westfield, Mat-
thew Beauchamp of Westfield,
Katherine Brown of Westfield, Lauren
Bruno of Mountainside, Max Carle
of Westfield, Isabelle Cohen of
Westfield, Kathryn Contini of
Westfield, Matthew Daniel of
Westfield, Marissa Dankosky of
Cranford, Erica Davis of Westfield,
Kayleigh Denner of Westfield, Gianna
Devito of Westfield, Nicole Devitt of
Westfield, David Fonseca of
Cranford, Julia Grossman of
Cranford, Victoria Guerriero of
Westfield, Christina Gulla of
Westfield, Kona Haramoto of
Mountainside, Taylor Hendrzak of
Mountainside, Brittany Hogan of
Cranford, Ansh Jhaveri of Westfield,
Jessica Longo of Mountainside,
Michael Maguire of Westfield, Erin
Malley of Westfield, Shannon Malley
of Westfield, Megan Mulrooney of
Westfield, Jaclyn O'Connor of
Westfield, Paige Pavleszek of
Westfield, Jenna Perrotta of Westfield,
James Pipala of Cranford, Christo-
pher Remley of Cranford, Kelly Rice

of Mountainside, Amelia Ritter of
Westfield, Zachary Roy of Cranford,
Brian Rubin of Cranford, Caroline
Tanis of Westfield, Aaron Tavasi of
Westfield, Allison Worms of
Westfield, Brian Zilberberg of
Westfield, Jessica Zucker of
Westfield, Eduardo Arocha of
Fanwood, Francesca Arvizzigno of
Scotch Plains, Samuel Bebout of
Fanwood, Sydney Clasen of
Fanwood, Paige Crandall of Scotch
Plains, Matthew De Biasse of
Fanwood, Haley De Maria of
Fanwood, Ally Flynn of Scotch Plains,
Danielle Karacsony of Scotch Plains,
Emily Koprowski of Scotch Plains,
Madison Maisel of Scotch Plains,
Alyson McGrath of Scotch Plains,
Olivia Mendes of Scotch Plains, Tessa
Mitterhoff of Scotch Plains, Nicole
Nilsen of Scotch Plains, John Quigley
of Scotch Plains, Megan Voorhees of
Fanwood and Natalie Zimmermann
of Scotch Plains.

To meet eligibility requirements
for the Dean's List, a student must be
enrolled full-time and earn a GPA of
3.33 or above (on a 4.0 scale) for the
semester.

Roger Williams University
Tells Fall 2016 Dean's List

BRISTOL, R.I. – Select students
have been named to the Fall 2016
Dean's List at Roger Williams Uni-
versity in Bristol, R.I. Full-time stu-
dents who complete 12 or more cred-
its per semester and earn a GPA of 3.4
or higher are placed on the Dean's

List that semester. The local students
include:

Tyler Davis of Cranford, Amanda
Espinoza of Scotch Plains, Elizabeth
Fulton of Cranford, Maia Didomenico
of Cranford and Gianna Rosello of
Scotch Plains.
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NJFO Nominated for 2017 Jersey
Arts People’s Choice Award

430 NORTH AVENUE E  •  WESTFIELD,  NJ • (908)  233-2424 • VINERIPEMARKETS.COM

OVEN READY
BUTCHER CREATIONS

AVAILABLE DAILY!

70 Barchester Way, Westfield                                    $829,900.               
Gracious one floor living is yours in this well-maintained Ranch. Situated 
at one of the highest points in Westfield the spacious interior with updat-
ed gourmet kitchen & baths, family room with fireplaces and finished 
basement is enhanced by a lovely yard with patio, pergola and koi pond. 

742 Coolidge Street, Westfield                    $710,000. 
Beautifully situated in the Washington School District, this inviting Colo-
nial with essential updates is complemented by a family room addition 
including the first floor full bath and the breakfast room.  The master bed-
room was expanded and boasts a luxurious full bath and walk-in closet.  

850 Tice Place, Westfield                                                            $638,000.      
Move right in to this charming home featuring a beautiful back yard and a 
convenient location: close to all level of schools and downtown. The inte-
rior offers an updated kitchen with granite counters & stainless applianc-
es, sunny rooms and finished basement. The roof and siding are updated. 

1039 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield                   $1,175,000.               
Residing on one of Westfield’s most notable avenues, this quintessential 
Center Hall Colonial features hardwood floors, updated baths & eat-in 
kitchen with granite counters & slider to expansive deck with grilling 
area, hot tub and panoramic view of the 100 x 200  park-like property. 

791 Lamberts Mill Road, Westfield                  $749,000. 
A superb sun lit porch highlights this inviting home which offers a master 
bedroom suite, junior suite, living room with fireplace, formal dining 
room and family room with built-ins. There are three more bedrooms, a 
third full bath, hardwood floors, deck, update roof and a beautiful yard. 

358 Orenda Circle, Westfield                    $775,000. 
Situated on a lovely property, this Colonial, features a heartwarming mix 
of comfort and elegance. Spacious rooms, numerous windows and recent 
updates craft a splendid interior. Updates are eat-in kitchen, master bath, 
central air & furnace, roof, refinished hardwood floors and basement. 

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO), based in
Westfield, has again been nominated
for the JerseyArts.com People's
Choice Award. The annual awards
program, run by Discover Jersey Arts,
pays tribute to the work of New
Jersey’s vital, vibrant and diverse arts
organizations.

The NJFO, which was nominated
for “favorite NJ symphony/orches-
tra” by fellow Arts organization mem-
bers of Discover Jersey Arts, is ask-
ing the entire Westfield community
and beyond to support Westfield and
vote for them as their favorite "Sym-
phony/Orchestra" by going online to
the NJFO website at
njfestivalorchestra.org or to the
orchestra’s Facebook page. Voters can
also go to JerseyArts.com/vote.

Westfielders have every reason to
be proud of the NJFO’s accomplish-
ments to earn this nomination, ac-
cording to the orchestra's Director of
Marketing Elizabeth Ryan. She cited
growing popularity of NJFO and its
subsequent expansion into a variety
of venues throughout the state, in-
cluding Mayo Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Morristown, PNC Arts Center,
Drew University in Madison, Mon-
roe County and Bergen County as
well as Lincoln Center and Carnegie
Hall in NYC. In addition to its dy-
namic programs, the fully professional
orchestra also sponsors educational
and music therapy programs through-
out the State of New Jersey. Over the
past several years NJFO’s Caravan
and Mentoring initiatives have
reached thousands of inner city school

children and children with special
needs. For cancer patients and the
terminally ill, NJFO provides “Lis-
tening is Healing” programs.

Nominees for the People's Choice
Awards were nominated by their peers
through the Jersey Arts Marketers net-
work, which is made up of hundreds of
nonprofit arts groups across the state.

"We at NJFO are thrilled to be nomi-
nated once again as New Jersey’s fa-
vorite orchestra,” said NJFO Music
Director David Wroe. “We are hon-
ored to be recognized by our col-
leagues and to be part of such a vibrant
arts community. We hope that our
wonderful patrons will also support us
by voting for us in this year’s awards.”

Voters have an opportunity to cast
votes in up to 16 arts categories. "Sym-
phony/Orchestra" is the seventh cat-

egory. Only one vote per e-mail ad-
dress is allowed. The deadline to vote
is Thursday, February 16.

People's Choice Award winners will
be announced in March at the New
Jersey Conference on Tourism in At-
lantic City that day. To vote, visit
njfestivalorchestra.org or go to
JerseyArts.com/vote.

NJFO’s next performance, La
Traviata, presented semi-staged, in
costume and featuring guest soloists
from New York Metropolitan Opera
and beyond, will take place on Satur-
day, March 4 at 7 p.m. at the Presby-
terian Church in Westfield and Sun-
day, March 5 at 3 p.m. at Drew Uni-
versity in Madison. For tickets and
information, go to
njfestivalorchestra.org or call (908)
232-9400.

Washington School Players
Rock in 70th Annual Show

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TECHNO TREBLES... The chorus performs a classic ode to new technology with “Video Killed the Radio Star”during
Washington School’s 70th annual production Hack to the Future on Saturday night.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Smart phones,
driverless cars, artificially intelligent
personal assistants…Could it all lead
to a completely automated world with
little need for humans one day? That’s
what the Washington School Player’s
production Hack to the Future ex-
plored in good fun at Roosevelt School
this past weekend. This was the 70th
anniversary of the annual fundraiser
that is written, directed, produced
and performed entirely by Washing-
ton School parents and staff.

The story begins in 2042 with arti-
ficially intelligent robots, AKA the

Bots, plotting to take over the earth.
But four Washington School “stu-
dents” (Chris Gaeta, Katie Garguilo,
Gregory T. Simpson and Lani
Lipkind) discover their plans and
enlist the help of (mad) scientist/
teacher Doc (Josh Wein) to stop them.

With nods to the 1980’s Back to the
Future movies, the gang time travels
by car (employing a Tesla as their
modern day DeLorean) to thwart the
computer coding that could make the
takeover possible.

For every time period they explore,
they meet important figures in tech-
nological history, from printing press
inventor Johannes Gutenberg (John
Moshier) to modern day marvels like

Apple’s Steve Jobs (Wendy
Schreiner), Microsoft’s Bill Gates
(Brett Wiggins), Facebook’s Mark
Zuckerberg (Mark Shore) and Sheryl
Samberg (Janette Hausler), and even
Al Gore (Mike Constantinou), since
he “invented” the Internet and all.

True to form, the adventure also
involved entertaining songs, includ-
ing a Hamilton inspired rap, Tina
Turner’s “Proud Mary,” the Buggles
“Video Killed the Radio Star” and
Prince’s “Let’s Go Crazy.”

Also true to form, the variety of
well choreographed dance numbers
dazzled. From the razor sharp, ener-
gized moves during Fall Out Boy’sPEOPLE'S CHOICE...New Jersey Festival Orchestra has been nominated as

Favorite NJ Symphony/Orchestra in the 2017 Jersey Arts People's Choice Award.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Major improvements on the part
of the hosting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling
team and a shuffling of a few
weight classes to set up key bouts
made for a very interesting and
enjoyable evening in the clash
between the Raiders and the No.
4 ranked Cranford Cougars on
January 25. With five bouts re-
maining, the 12-0 Cougars found
themselves trailing the Raiders,
24-17, but they came roaring

back to win all five and to claim a
37-24 victory.

Looking ahead somewhat for a
showdown with Warren Hills in
what could be the decisive match
for the top seed in the section,
Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman
rested two of his wrestlers, Chris
Scorese (132-lbs) and Dylan
Budnik (195-lbs). He also
bumped up Mike Nigro and Vince
Concina one weight class so they
could have tougher bouts with
Nick Palazzola and Sam
Wustefeld, respectively.

“I rested up some of the guys,
and bumped some of the guys to
get in tough matches,” Cougar
Head Coach Pat Gorman said. “I
think Scotch Plains wrestled with
a lot of heart and beat us in some
spots that I thought we would
win.”

Nigro, an NJSIAA qualifier last
year, faced Palazzola at 152-lbs
and quickly took a 4-2 lead with
a pair of takedowns. Palazzola,
however, fought back to get a
pair of takedowns in the third
period to pull out an 8-6 deci-
sion.

“I wrestled him in the summer.
I beat him 5-1 and I wrestled him
in counties and he pinned me.
That really didn’t go too well with

me, so I had to step up and win
the match for myself and for my
team,” Palazzola said.

Palazzola’s first takedown in
the third period was a double-leg
then his second sealed the deal.

“I got double. I never actually
hit the move but it was an inside
trip. I arched my back, threw my
leg in and went to work,” Palazzola
explained.

Concina, ranked sixth at 170-
lbs, jumped up to 182-lbs and
found out that Wustefeld pos-
sessed a gyroscopic type of bal-
ance.

“I like to use everything to my
advantage. I wrestled Concina
over the summer. It was a tight
match. I pulled out the win. I felt
more confident going into this
match. If I don’t give up any

points, I can’t lose so I went out
there with that mentality.

Wustefeld did not give up
points. After a scoreless first
period, Wustefeld worked a
three-point nearside cradle and
went on to win, 6-0.

“That cradle was pretty tight. I
never squeezed so hard in my
life. I came from the front head
and he stepped up, posted his
leg and I powered it to a cradle.
It was a match changer,”
Wustefeld explained.

“Palazzola lost to him in coun-
ties, comes back, back-and-forth
match, wrestles tough and
doesn’t give up. That’s what we

PALAZZOLA NIPS NIGRO, WUSTEFELD DEFEATS CONCINA, DiGIOVANNI STOPS CANNON

Cougars Win Final 5 Bouts, Defeat Raider Matmen, 37-24

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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are talking about when we are
stressing wrestling a whole
match. Wustefeld from the start,
being aggressive, wrestling
tough. That’s what we stress in
the room. Our conditioning! No-
body was tired. You can see our
kids beginning to peak at the
right time,” Raider Head Coach
Marc Fabiano said.

The Cougars’ comeback began
at 285-lbs where Alex Esposito
had no takers then at 106-lbs,
Pat Kalnins recorded a reversal
in the third phase of overtime to
top Mike Fleck, 2-0. Evan
Kanterman recorded a pair of
takedowns and an escape to de-
feat Jeremy Lenart, 5-1, at 113-
lbs. Anthony Capece’s clinic of
eight takedowns earned him an
18-7 major decision over Justin
Sidebottom at 120-lbs then
Connor Halpin capped off the
evening with a 10-1 major deci-
sion over Matt Fleck at 126-lbs.

The first bout of the evening
had Raider Mateo Velez clamp-
ing Kyell Roper with a reverse
cradle in 5:10 at 132-lbs. At 138-
lbs, Cougar Tom DiGiovanni
added to his 100+ career wins

with a 5-0 decision over Jack
Cannon. Cougar AJ Bencivenga
received a forfeit at 145-lbs. At
160-lbs, Brian McGovern used
cradles, tilts and takedowns to
harvest a 16-1 tech fall in 4:14
over Alex Oslislo. At 170-lbs,
Cougar Josh DeChillo used a pair

of double grapevine/power half
maneuvers to defeat Zach
Fleischman, 8-2.

After Wustefeld’s win, Raider
Ed Smith body pressed Justin
McLean in 57 seconds at 195-lbs
then Raider Bobby Mount pinned
Anthony Ramirez with a head-

lock in 4:41 at 220-lbs. The Cou-
gars’ run of five bouts came af-
terwards.

“We have been in tight matches
all season and the guys have
picked it up tremendously. The
biggest factor is we are coming
together as a team. We are be-
coming a family. The kids are
buying into the program and what
we are looking for in the effort.
Cranford is unbelievable. For us
to stay close with them and
wrestle as tough as we did, I
couldn’t be more proud of our
boys,” Coach Fabiano expressed.

“Our chemistry is building in
the room and through hanging
out just outside the school. We
are coming together as a team.
Our lineup is getting stronger as
the year goes on,” Palazzola said.

“I agree with Nick. We are get-
ting a lot better as the year
progresses. The more practice
the better we are. More confi-
dence is there. Can’t lose when
you are confident,” Wustefeld
added.

“This was a good match for my
team to battle through before
facing a quad with tough teams,

so you have to take away the
positives and reflect on where
things didn’t go our way. Now we
move forward and we are back in
the room training for the next leg
of this season,” Coach Gorman
said.

“We have a lot of tough matches
still,” Coach Fabiano said. “Hope-
fully we can make a state section
and make a run and do some-
thing special in districts and later
on.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
132: — Velez (S) p Roper 5:10
138: — DiGiovanni (C) d Cannon 5-0
145: — Bencivenga (C) won forfeit
152: — Palazzola (S) d Nigro 8-6
160: — McGovern (C) tf Oslislo, 16-1,
4:14
170: — DeChillo (C) d Fleischman 8-2
182: — Wustefeld (S) d Concina 6-0
195: — Smith (S) p McLean :57
220: — Mount (S) p Ramirez 4:41
Hwt: — Esposito (C) won forfeit
106: — Kalnins (C) d Fleck 2-0 OT
113: — Kanterman (C) d Lenart 5-1
120: — Capece (C) md Sidebottom 18-7
126: — Halpin (C) md Fleck10-1

Probitas Verus Honos

More photos next page
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No. 4 Cougar Matmen Win Final 5 Bouts to Defeat SPF Raider Matmen, 37-24

More photos next page
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Westfield Blue Devils’ Thievery Thwarts Lady Cougars in Basketball, 52-27
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*** Roselle Park Panthers Outpace Westfield Blue Devil Wrestlers, 35-28 ***
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GW Planning Bd. Approves
McDonald’s Renovation

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At the January
25 meeting of the Garwood Plan-
ning Board, the application of
McDonald’s Corporation to ex-
pand the drive-thru, add a circu-
lation driveway, as well as re-
model and renovate the building
located at 216 North Avenue was
approved. Board member Bill
Nierstedt cast the only non-as-
senting vote.

John Wyciskala, of Inglesio,
Webster, Wyciskala and Taylor,
representing McDonald’s, stated
that the application required sev-
eral variances and would “allow
certain improvements to this
McDonald’s,” which had seen “this
configuration since 1981.” Mr.
Wyciskala said that the renova-
tion was part of a “re-branding
program” to create an “experi-
ence of the future” by construct-
ing a state-of-the-art McDonald’s.

Mr. Wyciskala reported that the
proposed two-lane drive-thru,
which would call for a variance,
would allow for side-by-side or-
dering for a “more efficient” ex-
perience for the consumer. He
stated that the plans also include
“putting a new skin on the build-
ing,” which he called an “older
store.”

Lauren Monaghan, a civil engi-
neer testifying on behalf of the
applicant, stated that the play
area currently located in the front
of the building would be removed
and the overall square footage of
the building would be reduced.
This reduction would bring the
front setback from 9.7 feet to 29
feet. Ms. Monaghan stated that
the renovation would “incorpo-
rate play areas and themes in
the décor” by including “technol-
ogy areas.” The installation of a
circulation driveway in the front

of the building would allow cus-
tomers using the drive-thru win-
dow to re-enter the parking lot
without having to exit first on
North Avenue.

“I am very happy to have the
application,” Mr. Nierstedt stated.
“I think it will improve the area.”
He continued to say that there
were “a lot of positives” but
thought the addition of the circu-
lation driveway was unnecessary.
“The use is financial,” he stated.
He continued by saying he
thought the applicant was miss-
ing an opportunity to change the
aesthetic of the building by add-
ing landscaping to the front in-
stead.

“The front driveway is a critical
component,” Mr. Wyciskala said.

“The circulation driveway is an
asset,” Garwood Zoning Code Of-
ficer Victor Vinegra agreed. “The
frequency will be light, but it is
becoming a norm.”

Ms. Monaghan also reported to
the board that the new establish-
ment would have 80 indoor seats
and 20 outdoor seats and the
parking lot would accommodate
30 cars. She also reported that
the current sign, which stands at
35 feet, would be replaced with a
25-foot sign.

“I am very glad you are getting
rid of that sign,” Mr. Nierstedt
said, referring to the trademark
golden arches but stated he
thought the new sign was too
large. “The code is pushing monu-
ment style signs. People on North
Avenue are going 25 miles per
hour. I don’t think we need a 25-
foot sign.”

Mr. Vinegra reported that code
is actually 20 feet for signs, to
which Mr. Wyciskala responded,
“We will bring it [the sign] into
compliance.”

Ms. Monaghan told the board

that the application included an
electronic message board, which
would have a static message that
would change infrequently to
advertise specials.

Traffic specialist John Harper
addressed the board on the
applicant’s behalf and stated that
the proposed two-lane drive-thru
would be “pushed to the back”
and that the island currently
separating the drive-thru and the
parking lot would be removed.
He also stated that the proposed
site could accommodate a two-
lane exit, which would allow for
those exiting to make a right- or
left-hand turn onto North Av-
enue.

Mr. Vinegra stated that “be-
cause the signal [at the intersec-
tion of North Avenue and Cedar
Street] presents more gap time”
he thought a “right out or left
out” should be considered. “I
was just looking for an opinion,”
he said. “If you are modifying the
site, taking the left restriction
out may be beneficial.”

Board member Kathy Villaggio
agreed that allowing a left-turn
exit would be beneficial, but felt
that during certain times of the
day, when traffic was heavier, a
left-turn exit would be difficult. “I
would like to look at no left turn
between 4 and 6 p.m.,” she said,
stating that she was for “any-
thing that would alleviate traffic
on our side streets,” referring to
those who were forced to turn
right and then drive through back
streets to reenter North Avenue
going east.

Several board members ex-
pressed concern over the cur-
rent fencing and asked that the
applicant consider replacing the
entire fencing. Ms. Monaghan
stated that damaged fencing

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The planning
board held its reorganization
meeting last Wednesday night.

Mark S. Rothman was appointed
as board attorney. He is affiliated
with the law firm Robbins and
Robbins LLP with offices in
Woodbridge and New York City.
Mr. Rothman replaces Nicholas
A. Giuditta III of Giuditta Law in
Westfield.

Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
and Commissioner Ann Dooley
were sworn in to one-year terms
alongside former mayor Daniel
Aschenbach as alternate one.
Christopher Chapman was also
appointed to the board for a one-
year term.

The board also appointed offic-
ers for 2017. Kathleen Murray
was elected chairwoman; Bobbi
Anderson, vice-chairwoman; Ann
Steinbach, secretary, and Lynda
Feder, alternate secretary.

The board also outlined goals
for 2017 at the meeting

Mayor Hannen said the board
should focus on designating and
envisioning potential develop-
ments that would utilize the MDT
building and the parking lot next
to Bar Americana, both town-
ship-owned properties. Mayor
Hannen said research was com-

pleted and a presentation was
made last year to the board sug-
gesting development possibili-
ties for the property.

Mayor Hannen placed empha-
sis on finding businesses that are
an attractive fit for the area and
are needed by Cranford residents.
He said the properties will soon
be sold to developers, but that
the board can help influence what
is developed. He said blindly
choosing a retailer would not be
a successful strategy for resi-
dents.

Mr. Chapman said a suggestion
board where residents write their
opinions on what they think would
be successful in the downtown
has worked with other develop-
mental projects with which he
has assisted. Ms. Murray agreed
with Mr. Chapman’s concept,
saying specifics will be further
developed.

The board agreed that a broader
goal for 2017 is to equalize North
Avenue and South Avenue as
desirable commerce locations.
Ms. Murray said the board must
remain cognizant of parking out-
lay and traffic flow surrounding
new developments.

Reading is Good For You
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Blood Drive Set For
Feb. 6 at Library

LINDEN — New Jersey Blood
Services will host an Emergency
Shortage Blood Drive on Mon-
day, February 6, between 12:30
and 6:30 p.m.

It will take place at the Linden
Public Library, located at 31 East
Henry Street, Linden. To make
an appointment, call 1-(800)
933-2566. Walk-ins also will be
welcome.

Probitas Verus Honos

Planning Bd. Reorganizes;
New Attorney Named
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Museum to Feature
Kids Valentine Event
CRANFORD — The Cranford His-

torical Society will present a
Children’s Valentine’s Day Activ-
ity on Sunday, February 12, from
2 to 4 p.m. It will take place at
the Crane-Phillips House Mu-
seum, located at 124 North Union
Avenue, Cranford. The program
will begin at 2:15 p.m.

Families will have an oppor-
tunity to make a small Valen-
tine wreath. Admission is free
but donations are greatly ap-
preciated. Space is limited so
reservations are required. To
reserve a seat, call the Histori-
cal Society’s office at (908)
276-0082 or e-mai l
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Established in 1927, the
Cranford Historical Society, a
non-profit organization, has been
dedicated to the preservation and
perpetuation of Cranford’s his-
tory. To learn more, visit  the
organization’s website at
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Library to Feature
After-Hours Fun

CRANFORD — Families are in-
vited to come to the Cranford
Public Library on Friday, Febru-
ary 17, at 4:45 p.m., to create
blanket forts in which to read.
Participants are encouraged to
bring an old sheet or blanket and
a pillow and to stay past closing
time to create their fort.

This after-hours library program
will kick off with some snacks
and stories. No registration is
required. The library is located at
224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

would be replaced but “it is not
McDonald’s intent to replace the
entire fencing.”

The addition of a non-conform-
ing eight-foot fence across the
rear of the property was ap-
proved to absorb noise gener-
ated by the drive-thru speakers.

In closing, John McDonough,
a professional planner for the
applicant, stated that
McDonald’s has a “longstanding
identity, with not just this use,
but this user.” He said that the
location is an important tax
component of the Master Plan.
He reminded the board that
retail “needs to stay fresh” and
the new look would have an
“adult targeted look” using earth
tone colors and a café style. He
noted that 350 evergreens

would be planted, along with
800 perennials.

“I am going to ask you to seri-
ously consider planting some
trees,” Mr. Nierstedt stated. “If
not on site then on North Avenue
in some cut-outs.” Eighteen
shade trees are required as per
borough code; five shade trees
are proposed for the site. Mr.
Wyciskala stated that he would
discuss it with his client.

The board approved the appli-
cation with Mr. Nierstedt voting
against, citing the circulation
driveway as a key component to
his vote.

The next meeting of the
Garwood Planning Board will be
held on Wednesday, February
22, at the Municipal Building,
located at 403 South Avenue.

Local Residents Named to
Univ. of Scranton Dean's List
SCRANTON, P.A. – Local resi-

dents were among the more than
1,500 students named to The
University of Scranton's Dean's
List for the 2016 fall semester.
The Dean's List recognizes stu-
dents for academic excellence. A
student must have a grade point
average of 3.5 or better with a
minimum number of credit hours
during the fall semester to make
the Dean's List.

The students are:
Kevin Echausse of Westfield is

a sophomore criminal justice ma-
jor in the University's College of
Arts and Sciences.

Catherine Bruno of Westfield is
a junior international studies ma-
jor in the University's College of
Arts and Sciences

Emily Harvan of Cranford is a
junior biology major in the
University's College of Arts and
Sciences

Madeline Pfeifer of Westfield is
a junior neuroscience major in
the University's College of Arts
and Sciences

Michael Dombrowski of
Cranford is a senior international
studies major in the University's
College of Arts and Sciences

Kasey Donahue of Cranford is a
senior mathematics major in the
University's College of Arts and
Sciences

Nicole Carpetto of Westfield is
a sophomore health administra-
tion major in the University's
Panuska College of Professional
Studies

Leah Jayne of Cranford is a
sophomore counseling and hu-
man services major in the
University's Panuska College of
Professional Studies

Kevin Bronander of Westfield is
a freshman operations manage-
ment major in the University's
Kania School of Management

Trevor Bachert of Mountainside
is a sophomore accounting ma-
jor in the University's Kania
School of Management

Thomas Trotter of Cranford is a
junior finance major in the
University's Kania School of Man-
agement

Matthew Marino of Scotch Plains
is a sophomore exercise science
major in the University's Panuska
College of Professional Studies.

WARMTH IN WINTER...Adults and children enjoy warming up around a
campfire, toasting marshmallows and sipping hot chocolate as part of the
Trailside Nature and Science Center’s February Festivities programs.

Garwood Approves McDonalds
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UConn Announces
Fall 2016 Dean’s List
STORRS, C.T. – The following

students earned the Dean’s List
at the University of Connecticut:
Michael Leo Lee of Fanwood,
Alaina Allie Michel of Cranford
and Abigail Helen Porter of
Cranford.

GW’s Lincoln School
Named Top Collector
GARWOOD – Lincoln School

in Garwood is a very proud
participant in Entenmann's Little
Bites Pouch Brigade. The school
was honored with the distinc-
tion of being one of the "Top
Collectors"  in the nationwide
Entenmann's Little Bites Pouch
Recycling Program.

Fifth grade teacher, Carol Del
Conte is Lincoln School's Bri-
gade Coordinator. The Brigade
recently completed their 13th
shipment. Ms. Del Conte said,
“I would like to thank TerraCycle
for the opportunity to show that
everyone can make a differ-
ence to the environment by
putting forth a little effort and
enthusiasm. Lincoln School may
be small, but together every-
one can a difference!”
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Local Letters to the Editor
We Hope The Cranford Zoning Board

Will Reject Proposed Application
We, Keep Cranford Quaint, are

urging area residents to attend
the final and deciding Cranford
Zoning Board meeting scheduled
for Monday, Feb. 6th at 8 pm.
This meeting will be held at the
Cranford Municipal Building on
Springfield Avenue. We are op-
posing the zoning application and
17 variances needed by a 7-11
convenience store proposed for
the site located at the intersec-
tion of South Avenue and Lincoln
Avenue.

The zoning variances will have
significant negative impacts to
the residents of Cranford.
Twenty-four hour light and noise
pollution will directly impact the
surrounding residential homes.
Traffic and safety issues will also

impact all residents of Cranford.
The loss of neighborhood char-
acter and residential property
values are also of great concern.

The fact that this 7-11 conve-
nience store needs 17 variances
speaks volumes in itself. That
means 17 variations, diver-
gences, conflicts and deviations
from the rules set in place by our
township and the Cranford Mas-
ter Plan.

We hope that the Cranford Zon-
ing Board will reject this pro-
posed application. So, please
attend this hearing, support Keep
Cranford Quaint and voice your
concerns on Feb. 6th.

Phyllis Kivett-Howard
Cranford

GW Council Will Hold
Public Budget Meeting
As the Chair of the Finance

Committee, I am excited to an-
nounce that the first ever “Break-
ing Down the Budget” Town Hall
meeting will take place on Tues-
day, February 7th at 7 p.m. at
the Lincoln School all-purpose
room. I am proud to lead this
meeting, which is the brainchild
of Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock and Councilman
Marc Lazarow. As they cam-
paigned last fall, they heard many
questions from residents about
their tax bills, the budget struc-
ture, and the effects of adding
and removing line items. And so,
the Council unanimously backed
their idea of bringing even more
transparency to our budget and
the budget process through this
town hall meeting.

Our Administrator, CFO, and
auditors will be present at the
meeting to explain different as-
pects of the budget and to an-
swer resident questions. Some
of the topics we will cover are a
breakdown of the tax bill, NJ’s 2
percent cap, fund balance (also
known as surplus), the various
sections of the budget, and more.
Following our presentation, the
public will get a chance to ask
questions and share their ideas.

The “Breaking Down the Bud-
get” Town Hall will be a great
kick-off to the budget process as
an earlier way of hearing your
thoughts. It will enable the Coun-
cil to speak in-depth about a very
important piece of legislation that
sets the guidelines for how
Garwood will operate over the
year. Most importantly, it gives
us another opportunity to hear
some feedback from you, the
citizens. I encourage everyone
to attend on February 7th and I
ask that you get the word out
about the Town Hall to all of your
friends and neighbors. Let’s break
down the budget together!

Sara Todisco
Garwood Council President

In N.J., One Will Never Know
How Much Ballot Fraud Occurs

I read where critics foolishly
dismiss the possibility of ballot
fraud as claimed by President
Trump and N.J. Governor
Christie, et al. As a resident of
N.J., I can attest that here in
this state there is a good pos-
sibility — Especially in areas
controlled by political bosses,
their political machines, and
their minions. The purpose is
of course to maintain power
and control of towns and coun-
ties to self-enrich themselves,
their friends, relatives, politi-
cal bosses, donors and the le-
gions of soldiers and opera-
tives that bow to them. N.J. is
considered one of the most cor-
rupt states in the nation and
had a book and documentary
made of our government sys-
tem called, “The Soprano
State.”

One major claim of alleged
ballot fraud appeared in a local
Primary Election of 2006, in
Roselle, a borough within Union
County and fully controlled by
a political boss machine. As an
example, one such boss is our
Senator Lesniak, where in a
Star-Ledger article from Sep-
tember 13, 2000, declared that
he is the self-proclaimed power
broker of our area influencing
all contracts, appointments and
hiring. But an example of orga-
nizations bringing integrity into
N.J. is NJ Appleseed, a public
interest law center dedicated
in part to integrity in the elec-
tion process. On their site they
had an anecdote on one such
election fraud and how they
helped justice prevail over a
compromised ballot procedure.
The following is from their site:

“Christine Dansereau was
seen as the ‘outsider’ candi-
date in the Union County Demo-
cratic Party’s 2006 primary for
Roselle’s 5th Ward council seat.
On election night, she emerged
victorious – until the absentee
ballots were counted. An as-
tonishing 54 absentee ballots
edged her opponent Rosemarie
Bullock to a narrow win.
Dansereau challenged the Pri-
mary Election results and, af-
ter a six-day trial, the lower
court invalidated 31 of Bullock’s
54 absentee ballots due to im-
proper ballot handling by
Bullock’s campaign workers.
Dansereau was reinstated as
victor, and went on to win in
the General Election. Bullock
appealed on the grounds that
the court lacked sufficient evi-
dence to invalidate the ballots,
and NJ Appleseed stepped in to
represent Dansereau and up-
hold the principle that elec-
tions should be free from abuse.
The Appellate Division agreed,
upholding the lower court’s
decision to invalidate the ques-
tionable ballots. The case
sparked a state criminal inves-
tigation into voter fraud.”

Some additional eyebrow-
raising information I will add
and can easily be found by
Googling this Roselle election
fiasco. Dansereau was cam-
paigning against the Union
County pol i t ical  machine
backed candidate. Roselle has
multiple wards, yet all the ab-
sentee ballots that were turned
in by Roselle Councilman Holley
were just for that one ward.
Holley appears to be a “soldier”
heavily involved in the Union
County political machine. The
first judge that heard the case,
Judge Malone, threw out the
case in attempts to marginalize
it. Before being appointed a
judge, Malone was the political
boss of the largest town in Union

County. The case was appealed
and relocated by the Dansereau
lawyers. A handwriting special-
ist testified that many of the
signatures were very similar.
Some voters who supposedly
signed the absentee ballots said
they never met Councilman
Holley and said it was not their
signature. It took three years
before Councilman Holley’s
voter fraud case came to trial,
relocated over in Mercer Supe-
rior Court. Instead of the sen-
tence of five years in jail and a
$15,000 fine, he was sentenced
into pretrial intervention, which
he remained free, but with a
year of supervision. The judge
called him just “overzealous.”
A few years later, alleged per-
petrator Holley was rewarded
with the election line by the
machine and went on to be a
N.J. assemblyman. I call all
this, “perfecting legalized cor-
ruption.”

At least in N.J., one will never
know how much ballot fraud
occurs, when political machines
and bosses own the towns, the
elections, possibly some judges
and maybe even some pros-
ecutors. In Union County where
I live, the county government
is heavily controlled by boss
politics and all the towns’ vot-
ing machines during the year
are stored in one county build-
ing they own. It makes this N.J.
resident suspicious of their ac-
cess.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Probitas Verus Honos
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Roger Williams University
Tells Fall 2016 Dean's List

BRISTOL, R.I. – Select students
have been named to the Fall
2016 Dean's List at Roger Will-
iams University in Bristol, R.I.
Full-time students who complete
12 or more credits per semester
and earn a GPA of 3.4 or higher
are placed on the Dean's List that

semester. The local students in-
clude:

Tyler Davis of Cranford,
Amanda Espinoza of Scotch
Plains, Elizabeth Fulton of
Cranford, Maia Didomenico of
Cranford and Gianna Rosello of
Scotch Plains.

Local Students Earn Dean's
List at Univ. of Delaware

NEWARK, Del. – Local stu-
dents have been named to the
University of Delaware Dean's
List for the Fall 2016 semester:

Leigh Abramson of Cranford,
Nicholas Barroqueiro of
Westfield, Benjamin Bass of
Westfield, Matthew Beauchamp
of Westfield, Katherine Brown
of Westfield, Lauren Bruno of
Mountainside, Max Carle of
Westfield, Isabelle Cohen of
Westfield, Kathryn Contini of
Westfield, Matthew Daniel of
Westfield, Marissa Dankosky of
Cranford, Erica Davis of
Westfield, Kayleigh Denner of
Westfield, Gianna Devito of
Westfield, Nicole Devitt of
Westfield, David Fonseca of
Cranford, Julia Grossman of
Cranford, Victoria Guerriero of
Westfield, Christina Gulla of
Westfield, Kona Haramoto of
Mountainside, Taylor Hendrzak
of Mountainside, Brittany Hogan
of Cranford, Ansh Jhaveri of
Westfield, Jessica Longo of
Mountainside, Michael Maguire
of Westfield, Erin Malley of
Westfield, Shannon Malley of
Westfield, Megan Mulrooney of
Westfield, Jaclyn O'Connor of
Westfield, Paige Pavleszek of

Westfield, Jenna Perrotta of
Westfield, James Pipala of
Cranford, Christopher Remley
of Cranford, Kelly Rice of
Mountainside, Amelia Ritter of
Westfield, Zachary Roy of
Cranford, Brian Rubin of
Cranford, Caroline Tanis of
Westfield, Aaron Tavasi of
Westfield, Allison Worms of
Westfield, Brian Zilberberg of
Westfield, Jessica Zucker of
Westfield, Eduardo Arocha of
Fanwood, Francesca Arvizzigno
of Scotch Plains, Samuel Bebout
of Fanwood, Sydney Clasen of
Fanwood, Paige Crandall of
Scotch Plains, Matthew De
Biasse of Fanwood, Haley De
Maria of Fanwood, Ally Flynn of
Scotch Plains, Daniel le
Karacsony of Scotch Plains,
Emily Koprowski of Scotch
Plains, Madison Maisel of Scotch
Plains, Alyson McGrath of Scotch
Plains, Olivia Mendes of Scotch
Plains, Tessa Mitterhoff of
Scotch Plains, Nicole Nilsen of
Scotch Plains, John Quigley of
Scotch Plains, Megan Voorhees
of Fanwood and Natal ie
Zimmermann of Scotch Plains.

To meet eligibility require-
ments for the Dean's List, a
student must be enrolled full-
time and earn a GPA of 3.33 or
above (on a 4.0 scale) for the
semester.

CDC Announces Youth
Registrations and Auditions
CRANFORD – CDC Theatre in

Cranford, New Jersey’s oldest
continuously operating commu-
nity theatre, has opened regis-
tration for the Young Artists
production of Disney’s Mulan
Jr., its Curtain Call Classes and
announces auditions for Rent.

Open to students in grades
four to eight, there is no audi-
tion required to be a part of
Mulan, Jr. but space is limited
and registration is on a first
come basis. Additional informa-
tion can be found by visiting
www.cdctheatre.org. To regis-
ter contact Andrea Redmount at
andrearedmount@yahoo.com.

Curtain Call classes begin on

Monday, February 27, and run
on Mondays and Wednesdays
after school: Mondays for
grades kindergarten to three
and Wednesdays for grades
four to eight. During the spring,
classes focus on movement,
acting and singing as students
prepare a one of a kind cabaret
performance  of some of
Broadway’s biggest hits on Sat-
urday, May 20 at noon and 3
p.m.

Students in grades eight to 12
are invited to sign-up and audi-
tion for Rent on Saturday, March
25 and Saturday, April 1. Visit
www.cdctheatre.org for infor-
mation and sign-up details.

MAKING IT BIG...The Cranford High School Concert Choir performed at
Carnegie Hall on January 14 in a performance entitled “War, Peace, and the
Power of Music.”  Produced by performing arts educators and Artistic Director
Peggy Dettwiler, the festival concert featured nine different choirs including the
Mansfield University Concert Choir, directed by Ms. Dettwiler.  Groups from
New Jersey to Ireland participated in the concert and joined together in the
finale, the last portion of the Ralph Vaughan Williams Dona Nobis Pacem.  While
the Cranford High School Concert Choir has performed at Carnegie Hall before
in massed-choir events, this was the first time in school history that the students
were invited to present a solo performance at the famous hall.  It also marked
director Anthony Rafaniello’s Carnegie Hall conducting debut. The Concert
Choir’s spring season will begin with the Cranford High School Spring Choral
Concert on Thursday, April 27 at 7:30 p.m.

Keim Earns Dean's List
At Coastal Carolina

CONWAY, S.C. – MacKenzie
Keim, a sophomore majoring in
biology, from Cranford, was
among 2,253 students at Coastal
Carolina University who made
the Fall 2016 Dean's List.

To qualify for the Dean's List,
freshmen must earn a 3.25 grade
point average, and upperclass-
men must earn a 3.5 grade point
average.

Probitas Verus Honos

Library Trustees
Post Meeting Dates
CRANFORD — The board of

trustees of the Cranford Public
Library will meet on the fol-
lowing dates in 2017: Febru-
ary 23, March 23, April 27,
May 25, June 22, September
28, October 26, November 16
and December 21.

There will be one summer
meeting, the date of which will
be determined at the board’s
June 22 session.

Meetings are held at 7 p.m.
in the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue.

Bears Ears Monument
To Be Sierra Topic

AREA — The Sierra Club
Loantaka Group will present
Debbie Young, Sierra Club Utah
Issues coordinator, at its meet-
ing on Wednesday, February 8,
from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

Ms. Young will talk about her
fight to promote the estab-
lishment of the Utah Bears
Ears National Monument. She
will have many pictures to
share.

The meeting will take place at
the Library of the Chathams,
located at 214 Main Street,
Chatham. It is free and open to
the public. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 233-2414.


