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“That took working with state of-
ficials, working with federal offi-
cials, county officials, working with
local officials. That was something
that was so important to people’s
quality of life over there,” Mayor
Skibitsky said.

He also remarked on how town
government “navigated through the
great recession.” “That was a diffi-
cult time and I think we handled it
very well and we did it without
cutting services and were able to
use our surplus wisely and get
through that very difficult time,” he
said. Mayor Skibitsky thanked the
unions for accepting salary in-
creases, given the economy, that
were lower than they were hoping
for.

Mayor Skibitsky cited the
progress made in off-peak one-seat
rides from Westfield to New York
on NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley Line,
which now totals nine inbound and
nine outbound on weekdays start-
ing at 9:16 a.m.

He also noted the efforts of the
town’s first responders and DPW
staff during Hurricane Sandy in
2012. He was invited to speak at a
hurricane preparedness conference
in Georgia on the town’s use of
communications such as Facebook
and Twitter, as well as town-wide
conference calls he made.

On the issue of public safety, he
said traffic improvements were
made near all elementary schools in
town as well as Westfield High
School. Pedestrian safety improve-
ments were made at Quimby and
Elm Streets and Elm and East Broad
Streets, and HAWK lights were in-
stalled at Central Avenue and North
Avenue at Lord & Taylor’s depart-
ment store for extra protection for
pedestrians. Improvements also
were accomplished at designated
“Hot Spots” in town.

In the area of infrastructure,
Mayor Skibitsky said improvements
were enacted to beautify Memorial
Pool and Mindowaskin Pond was
refurbished just in time for next
year’s centennial celebration of the
park.

In addition, during his tenure
Westfield added 120 short-term
parking spaces in the downtown,
reduced parking enforcement hours,
added more free time to park, and
created free express parking spaces.

“I’m downtown all the time, and
you have to have a dynamic parking
system, and I think we do,” he said.

The mayor said he was proud of
changing Westfield’s liquor laws for
restaurants. “Those ordinances I
don’t think were customer-friendly.
I don’t think they were good for the
town.” He said removal of some of
the conditions on granting the li-
censes enabled establishments like
Addams Tavern to come to town
and allowed Ferraro’s restaurant to
expand its catering operation.

“That was not any easy thing to
get through. People were leery about
changing our liquor ordinances, but
it was the right thing to do. I’m
proud of our council for doing it
and it’s been good for our down-
town,” he said.

Mr. Skibitsky also has enjoyed
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Skibitsky Looks Back
accepting speaking engagements in
his capacity as mayor.

He noted that, “Any time I could
I would be where I was invited to. I
think that’s important as a mayor
that you represent the town. I be-
lieve I did that with integrity and
honesty and openness.”

When asked if he would seek elec-
tive office again, he commented,
“That was never my desire,” noting
that he had not planned on going
into public office until he was asked
to run for town council in Ward 3 by
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield).

“But once I got into it and the
more I learned about it...and the
more I grew into the positions, the
more I enjoyed it. But I really don’t
see myself trying to go down to
Trenton or Washington,” he said.

He decided to run for mayor in
2005, believing he “had the skills
and the balanced approach to lead
Westfield.” He was first appointed
to finish the term of Greg
McDermott, who had moved out of
town, before being elected to a four-
year term, the first in town history.
Terms had been two years prior to
the early 2000s, when they were
changed to three and then four years.

He said he has told people run-
ning for office, outside of his mar-
riage, “was probably one of the best
decisions I ever made, it’s been so
rewarding.”

Upon leaving office in January,
the mayor said he and his wife, who
have two adult children, plan to
take an overdue vacation before
deciding how to proceed with stay-
ing involved in the community.

He noted that he has met a few
times with Mayor-elect Shelley
Brindle. “I (have) offered to help
her as much as I can (with the tran-
sition),” he said.

Mayor Skibitsky also said he is
sure the remaining four incumbent
council members will “work well”
with the transition to the new mayor
and four incoming council mem-
bers, to “ensure Westfield stays a
vibrant, wonderful town.”

In closing, the mayor said he has
enjoyed the 15 years serving the
town’s residents. “I can’t believe
how quickly it’s gone by,” he said.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
EXPLOSION...Firefighters and emergency services personnel converge on the
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey bus terminal Monday morning
following a pipe bomb explosion. According to news reports, a 27-year-old
Brooklyn man, Akayed Ullah, was taken into custodity after partially detonating
a device which he was carrying under his jacket.

Accolades Offered for
CHS Student Achievements

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford High
School (CHS) Principal Mark
Cantagallo shined a spotlight on the
many successes of CHS Monday night
at the regular monthly board of educa-
tion meeting.

CHS students stood before the board
and presented a summary of accom-
plishments by students in various areas.
National Advanced Placement (AP)
Scholar Meg Cui told the board, “what
has really allowed me to become a
National Advanced Placement Scholar
is the great programs that we have in
Cranford.”

There are 11 National AP Scholars,
62 AP Scholars with Distinction, 24 AP
Scholars with Honors and 58 AP Schol-
ars in the district.

Pria McNeil, speaking on behalf of
the music program, told the board,
“Through choir there is a lot of commu-
nity and professionalism we are taught,
and time management.”

In January the CHS Concert Choir
presented a solo performance at
Carnegie Hall in New York City. Addi-
tionally, 15 CHS students were accepted
into the New Jersey All-State Cho-
ruses, while 17 students were selected
for the American Choral Directors’
Association All-Eastern Honor Choirs.

Kelly McMahon, representing the
CHS Theatre Department, told the board
that being a part of the Acting Academy
has helped her become comfortable
with public speaking, has exposed her
to different histories and cultures, has
taught her to think on her feet and has
improved her vocabulary.

The CHS theater productions were
recognized with 12 nominations and
two awards at the Montclair Theatre
Night Awards Program in 2017.

Mikos Panagakos, representing the
mathematics department and talking
about being on the Webmaster team,
told the board, “It is a class I think I will
never forget.”

A CHS student from the team re-
ceived Honorable Mention for the sec-
ond straight year for the National Cen-
ter for Women and Informational Tech-
nology Award for Aspirations in Com-
puting.

Additionally, CHS received a grant
from the Cranford Fund for Educa-
tional Excellence to purchase a 3D
printer.

Jeremy Hunt, speaking on behalf of
the business department about the NJ
DECA Program, told the board being a
part of the program helped him find his
passion and determine his major for
college.

Eighty-eight CHS students partici-
pated in the NJ DECA Regional Con-
ference at Kean University and 35 of
those students placed among the top 10
in their respective events. Four of those
students qualified to compete in Cali-
fornia and one student won an instruc-
tional award.

In other board business, the board
accepted the comprehensive financial
annual report for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2017, as submitted by Hodulik
& Morrison P.A. There were no recom-
mendations for the district.

A synopsis of the audit is available
for public viewing and will be submit-
ted to the executive county superinten-
dent of schools. Questions about the
report will be taken at the meeting on
Monday, January 8.

Business Administrator Robert
Carfagno told the board, “we are right
at where the Department of Education
wants you to be.”

Mr. Carfagno went on to explain that
the Department of Education wants
each district to have a 2-percent sur-
plus, which he described as “money
that is not earmarked for anything.”

“Right now we’re at 2.15 percent,”
Mr. Carfagno told the board.

The board of education approved a
fee-based full-day kindergarten pilot
program again this year at an annual
tuition rate of $6,800 for each enrolled
student. The program will consist of
two classes, with a minimum of 20 and
a maximum of 21 students per class, to
be determined by a lottery system.

The board authorized the submis-
sion of an amendment to the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education ACT
(ESEA) combined grant application
for fiscal year 2018. The amended total
is $160,722 and will include an alloca-
tion of $4,104 for the local non-public
schools within the district.

Additionally, the board authorized
the submission of an amendment to the
Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) of 2004 combined grant
for fiscal year 2018. The amended total
is $868,260 and will include an alloca-
tion of $12,376 for local non-public
schools within the district.
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Hartz Adj.
Corporation (DMC) has held strat-
egy meetings, she said, where the
DMC has suggested allowing a
fourth story in the downtown. Ms.
LaBrutto said she is not a propo-
nent of having a fourth story per-
mitted in the downtown in the zon-
ing laws because it can add to traffic
congestion, impact parking avail-
ability and could add children to the
schools.

“I don’t see it as a permitted use
on Springfield Avenue across from
the municipal building. I think it
has its place, such as across from
the railroad,” she said.

“One of the thoughts is to have
additional affordable housing in the
downtown, which makes sense,” Mr.
Aschenbach said.

the seminar some years ago and are
authorized to hang the lights, Cran-
ford Town Administrator Terence
Wall told The Leader.

Calls to Garwood officials were
not returned in time for the press
deadline.
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Lights
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Westfield Council
night in council chambers. The pre-
sentation will be filmed and aired on
YouTube or TV-36. Information will
be added to the website. Also, the
appraisal company is fielding phone
calls from residents.

The Westfield Fire Department is
to continue an assessment of both its
firehouses, on North Avenue and Cen-
tral Avenue, to “see if they are up to
par,” Mr. Gildea said.

Contracts for a number of unions
were passed for the year 2018, as
agreed upon in earlier multi-year ne-
gotiations. Salaries for each employee
was set for the Superior Officers As-
sociation, CWA Local 1040, CWA
library, Teamsters, and Police Be-
nevolent Association for 2018.

Over $100,000 was canceled in
balances of capital improvement au-
thorizations, Mr. Gildea said.

Mindowaskin Park playground is
expected to be overhauled in antici-
pation of the park’s centennial cel-
ebration happening next summer.
Also, the council amended the capital
budget to reflect the new capital ex-
penditure in the Mindowaskin play-
ground, Mr. Gildea said.

The ordinance establishing funds
of $1,250,000 to pay for improve-
ments to the Mindowaskin Park play-
ground was adopted. Mr. Gildea said

he anticipates grant monies will help
to offset the cost. “To date, we have
$130,000 in grant monies, and expect
to hear about two or three others,” he
said.

The town also is applying for a new
grant, Level the Playing Field, for the
maximum of $15,000, which is a
matching grant. If awarded, the town
would put the money towards the
Mindowaskin Park playground, which
also is being partly funded by a
$50,000 Kids Recreation Trust Fund
grant received from Union County,
Mr. Gildea said.

The Mindowaskin Pond Cleaning
Project ended up with a $33,000 in-
crease, yet still came within the bud-
geted amount, Mr. Gildea said.

Additional business included a
$5,930 Drive Sober or Get Pulled
Over grant received by the town, and
Boulevard road improvements be-
tween Park Drive and Washington
Street was approved.

There was a hearing held for three
Community Development Block
Grants. The Westfield Area YMCA
applied for two and the Westfield
Community Center had applied for
another.

The council also adopted ordi-
nances that are part of the town’s
compliance with its affordable-hous-
ing settlement.

From Saturday, December 16,
through Monday, January 1, the town
will offer free parking in downtown
Westfield, the council announced.

The town council will hold its reor-
ganization meeting Tuesday, January
2, at 6 p.m. The day before, on Janu-
ary 1, the new council members and
mayor will hold a swearing-in cer-
emony outside on the lawn of the
municipal building at 2 p.m.

Council Debates Bond
Ord. for Playground

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough coun-
cil approved on second reading a bond
ordinance Tuesday night authorizing
$160,000 to be set aside to make vari-
ous improvements to the Hartman Park
playground. The ordinance establishes
the borough’s eligibility for a Union
County grant. The borough will have
to pay at least 50 percent of the match-
ing grant. Both Councilman Joseph
Sarno and Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro voted no on the ordinance
approval.

Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro said
they believe the project could have
been budgeted in a “financially pru-
dent way that would not increase each
resident’s taxes.” The projected tax
increase would be $7 annually per
household, stated Council President
Sara Todisco.

At a previous council meeting, Ms.
Cuccaro stated each resident’s tax li-
ability would increase or current rev-
enue would not fund projects benefit-
ing every community member; one
example given was road repair.

Various members of the community
spoke on the project being a finan-
cially prudent priority or expense.

Planning board member Bill
Nierstedt utilized an imaginary depic-
tion of a “capitalistic society” where
no individual contributed to a commu-
nal good. The depiction was a re-
sponse to Ms. Cuccaro’s statements
against fully renovating the park.

“Let’s stop this wasteful spending
and have every property owner be
responsible for the portion of the road
in front of their property. What illogi-
cal capitalistic thinking,” said Mr.
Nierstedt in depicting a world where
residents only paid for community
items they use.

“I am not against the children. We
could have done it (the park revitaliza-
tion) in two steps,” Ms. Cuccaro re-
sponded.

Ms. Cuccaro stated her 17-year-old
car is maintained by fixing key ele-
ments, not necessarily redoing the en-
tire car each time something breaks.
Mr. Sarno agreed with Ms. Cuccaro’s
17-year-old car analogy. The analogy
suggests there is a precise manner to
keeping up something.

Ms. Todisco said the borough has

put off applying for previous grants
because money was allocated else-
where in prior years. Many towns in-
stall rubber playground floors which
cost “10 times more” than woodchips,
while the borough chose woodchips,
said Ms. Todisco in citing the “prudent
or responsible” measures the council’s
finance committee took when perform-
ing cost-benefit analysis for the project.

“Ms. Cuccaro, I earnestly believe
that you are sick and tired of older
people in town, often living off a fixed
income, getting a raw deal. I agree
with you. We bought into this town to
live in a place that we have pride in. A
revitalized park adds pride,” said resi-
dent Mike Callahan.

Mr. Callahan stated that he agrees
with Mr. Sarno’s and Ms. Cuccaro’s
respect for all residents’ interests and
that he values both council members’
prudence. However, the park is pru-
dent for the borough as a community,
especially for residents who want to
start a family, Mr. Callahan said.

The finance committee created a
capital planning priority schedule for
the fiscal years 2018 to 2022. The
outline includes expected capital item
requests made by borough department
heads. An approximate dollar amount
for each item is listed when possible,
stated Ms. Todisco in her report as
finance committee chairwoman.

“This by no means ties any council
or committee to agreeing to anything,
but provides a framework from which
to build,” Ms. Todisco said.

The council approved an ordinance
adopting the South Avenue II redevel-
opment plan. Both Councilwoman
Cuccaro and Councilman Sarno voted
no on approving the ordinance. The
plan will be reviewed at tonight’s plan-
ning board meeting, which begins at
7:30 p.m.
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