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Redevelopment Proposals
Told for South Avenue II

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Russo
Development’s Ed Russo pre-
sented residents, at a Tuesday
night Town Hall meeting, with
two possible developments, one
which will eventually be devel-
oped at the South Avenue II site,
better known as the Casale/Petro
site. One development prospect
proposes 73 rental units and the
other proposes 52 for-sale
stacked townhome units. Mr.
Russo answered residents’ ques-
tions, while no development plan
will be made official until further
planning board review and bor-
ough council approval.

The 73-rental-unit structure
would yield 108 total bedrooms
while the 52-unit structure would
yield 130 total bedrooms. Mr.
Russo said community impact
studies have shown three-bed-
room units would result in four
to five times as many school
children (ages 5 to 18) as one-
bedroom units. Two-bedroom
units create two times as many
school-age children as one-bed-
room units, Mr. Russo said.

Russo attorney Christopher H.
Minks said on average two to
three children enter a school
system per 100 units developed,
according to statewide financial
impact studies.

Board of Education member
Sal Piarulli said Mr. Russo was
discounting his development in
Lyndhurst that resulted in the
doubling of a kindergarten class.

“Our district is getting younger
and younger,” Mr. Piarulli said.

Mr. Russo said no one person
can ever tell how many students
will move into a district or how
development will impact future
family progression as time
passes. Mr. Russo said it is im-

portant to look at comparable
developments, for example a
188-unit development in
Cranford. The impact on the
school district was “zero chil-
dren,” Mr. Russo said.

“It doesn’t matter, you cannot
prohibit rentals,” said Borough
Attorney Robert Renaud, re-
sponding to a resident inquiry on
whether the stacked townhomes
could be rented.

One resident said he feels
homeowners are more likely to
care about a community than a
tenant.

The 73-unit proposal would be
comprised of 39 one-bedroom
units, 19 two-bedroom units and
eight three-bedroom units, with

seven studio apartments. The
development would have one e-
shaped building allowing for 23
additional municipal parking
spaces. Twenty-five percent of
the property is open space.

Mr. Russo said the stacked
townhome development option
would provide a taller building
structure than the rental unit
development option.

Mr. Russo said a con from a
developer’s perspective is the
rental development offers 60
percent one-bedroom units. The
resident parking garage would
be accessed by veering right in
the semi-circle that also leads to
the front door.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PLAN FOR BIRCHWOOD...Pictured above is the conceptual plan of the new
development for 215-235 Birchwood Avenue, Cranford. The vegetation buffer
in the lower portion of the picture is the planned buffer for residents who live on
Wadsworth Terrace. Wadsworth residents had requested to deepen the buffer.

NJ Bankers Urge ‘No’ Vote
Of Tax Reform Legislation

CRANFORD — The New Jersey
Bankers Association  (NJBankers)
is urging New Jersey members of
Congress to vote “no” on the
proposed tax reform bills in Con-
gress.

“While we support the concepts
of simplifying the tax code and
reducing both corporate and per-
sonal tax rates, we can’t support
doing so on the backs of New
Jersey taxpayers who already pay
more into the U.S. Treasury than
they receive back. NJBankers
represents nearly 100 commu-
nity banks in New Jersey and
these bills are bad for our mem-
bers because they’re bad for our
customers and bad for New
Jersey’s economy.

“While being billed as middle-
class tax relief, these bills will
sock middle class New Jersey
citizens with a tax bill by elimi-
nating or significantly reducing
the deductions for state and local
taxes. Furthermore, the bills limit
the deductibility of mortgage in-
terest for both primary mort-

gages and home equity lines of
credit. These incentives provide
a means to home ownership and
a method of financing home im-
provements. These deductions
should remain intact.

“We contend that real tax re-
form will lower tax rates and
stimulate the economy. These
bills do neither. In fact, they will
merely add costs to overbur-
dened New Jersey taxpayers
while driving down the value of
their largest asset, their home.
Further, these bills will acceler-
ate the outward migration of New
Jersey citizens to other states
and discourage borrowing and
capital investment.

“NJBankers is working with
members of Congress to restore
these deductions and make the
tax reform legislation fair for all
Americans, not just those living
in parts of the country. We will
continue to work with other like-
minded groups in New Jersey to
fight for real tax reform that is
truly growth oriented.”
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Trinity Collecting Funds
To Aid ‘Animal Project’

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, is collect-
ing money for the Episcopal Re-
lief & Development (ERD) “Ani-
mal Project” program through
Sunday, December 17.

“Almost one billion people are
affected by chronic hunger. The
ERD Animal Project gives fami-
lies and communities healthy
animals – goats, chickens, pigs
and cows – that can help gener-
ate income from the sale of prod-
ucts such as milk and cheese,”
said the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Trinity’s Priest-in-Charge.

“Our goal is to buy two sheep
and two goats this year,” he con-
tinued. “We invite everyone to
join us in helping this life-en-
hancing and economic project.”

Donations, made payable to
“Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment,” can be mailed to Trinity
Church, 119 Forest Avenue,
Cranford, N.J. 07016, or dropped
off at the church on Sunday morn-
ings or at the church office in
Witherington Hall. For more in-
formation, call Marion at (908)
245-1892.

Episcopal Relief & Develop-
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