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l'ennemi du journaliste

DAYON INT., ALLIEGRO 47-YD TD, ‘VALL’ TD, BARDEN CAUSES FUMBLE, McDANIEL TD

Blue Devils ‘Refuse to Lose’; Sink BrH2O for Group 5 Title
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Refuse to lose!” Has been the
slogan for the Westfield High
School football Blue Devils since
the beginning of the season when
Head Coach Jim DeSarno indi-
cated that they must seek their
own identity. Their true identity
was revealed in a big way at
MetLife Stadium on November
30 when the top-seeded Blue
Devils sank the third-seeded
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers,
20-7, for the North Jersey, Sec-

tion 2, Group 5 Championship.
So the 12-0 Blue Devils, not only
won its third straight title, having
defeated the Panthers the previ-
ous two years; but also extended
their state-leading undefeated
streak to 37.

Once again, it was the entire
Blue Devils’ defense that tight-
ened the reins at the right time to
repulse the Panthers’ dangerous
running game that featured run-
ning back Anthony Goffe, a seem-
ingly tireless workhorse who car-
ried the ball an incredible 38

times totaling 170 yards, includ-
ing a 13-yard touchdown.

“He’s got a great combination,
speed and power. We’ve seen guys
a little more powerful. RJ [Milligan]
from Ridge! Big powerful guy!
We’ve seen quick guys from Lin-
den. He’s just a great combo of
both. He’s a great back and he’s
sure to go on and do great things,”
Blue Devil co-captain/linebacker
Shea Elliott expressed.

The rest of his team was held to
negative two yards on the ground
and quarterback Greg Verano
completed just six of 14 passes
for 45 yards, which included a
key interception by co-captain
Jacob Dayon that put the Blue
Devils in the position to score

their second touchdown.
When needed, the Blue Devils

cleverly shifted some of their
defensive men to the offense for
key blocking purposes and also
shifted some of their offensive
linemen to defensive side to add
more beef. Offensive linemen,
co-captain Jack McCauley and
Jordan Barham worked some
plays on defense and it paid off.
McCauley recorded a key sack on
the Panthers’ first series and
Barham may have sealed the
victory with a strip sack of Verano
with just a few minutes left in the
game, allowing co-captain Adam
McDaniel to scoop the fumble
and rumble into the end zone for
a 32-yard touchdown.

“We were down at the end of
the game, there was a minute,
minute and a half left. The quar-

terback scrambles out and he
[Barham] made an amazing play
on a read option and strip-sacked
the quarterback. Adam McDaniel
picked it up and returned it for a
touchdown,” McCauley de-
scribed.

“I lined up. I didn’t even know
he had the ball. I thought he
threw it. I staggered him. The
ball came loose. Adam took it to
the house,” Barham added.

The usual defensive senior line-
men and linebackers, Drew Ortiz,
co-captain Jake Vall-Llobera, Joe
San Giacomo, Rory McGovern,
along with Dayon and Elliott, also
got into the action to slow down
Goffe delivering cracking hits.

“We had some big seniors step
up in key times. Dayon, Drew,
Jordan! Jordan’s never played D-
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