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No. 1 Bridgewater Boys Stop
Westfield, 100-70, in Opener

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was billed as a titanic season-
opening showdown in boys’ swim-
ming between top-ranked
Bridgewater-Raritan and perennial
power Westfield and in the end, it was
the Blue Devils that sank. The Pan-
thers defeated Westfield, 100-70, in a
dual meet held on December 1 at the
Westfield ‘Y’ pool in the season
opener for both squads. Carter
Weiland fueled the Panther winning
effort with victories in both the 200
freestyle and the 100 freestyle.

Before last season’s controversial
loss in the sectional final against
Bridgewater-Raritan, which was de-
cided by a disqualification in the final
relay, the Blue Devils owned a win
streak against the Panthers that
stretched back to 2011. Westfield ac-
tually won six of the 11 races in
Friday’s meet, including a pair by
Colin Daniel in the 200IM and the
100 butterfly, but could not match the
strong performances across a deep
Panther lineup.

“This is just a starting point for us,”
said Westfield Head Coach Jeff
Knight. “It gives us a clearer idea of
what we have to do moving forward
in order to compete with them.”

The Westfield 200 medley relay team
of Ryan Bebel, Steve Warren, Colin
Daniel and Cooper Prieto got the meet
off on the right foot for the Blue Devils
by taking first place in a time of 1:37.56.

Weiland then answered for
Bridgewater-Raritan with a com-
manding win in the 200 freestyle
(1:47.00). Westfield’s Eric Bebel was
second (1:51.00). After Colin Daniel’s
win in the 200IM (1:59.85) the two
schools were knotted at 23-23 in total
points. Bridgewater-Raritan nudged
ahead 32-30 when Chris Ruhnke won
the 50 free (2.2.63) ahead of
Westfield’s Cooper Prieto (23.21) and
Jack Cifelli (23.92).

Westfield got back on track with
Daniel’s second individual victory of
the day in the 100 butterfly. His win-
ning time of 53.91 placed him ahead
of Panthers C.J. Hewitt (54.23) and
Ryan Bugianessi (54.53).

The Panthers began to separate from
the Blue Devils over the next three
events. A 1-2 finish by Carter Weiland
(49.09) and Trent Russano (49.70) in
the 100 freestyle helped Bridgewater-
Raritan collect nine points. Russano’s
effort was key as he touched just
ahead of Westfield’s Eric Bebel
(49.71) in third place.

Next Michael Man won the 500
freestyle (5:06.33) heading up a 1-2-
3 sweep of the top-three positions in
the event and helping the Panthers to
13 additional points. Tommy Moore
was Westfield’s top finisher in the
event (5:30.53) in fourth place.

Bridgewater-Raritan captured the
top two positions in the 200 free relay
with the team of Ruhnke, Mark
Rydberg, Justin Lee and Weiland win-

ning in 1:31.22. Westfield’s team of
Eric Bebel, Matt Barmakian, Cifelli
and Prieto seemed well positioned to
win the event until Prieto came up
with a cramp in the final leg. The team
finished third in 1:35.79. By this time,
Bridgewater-Raritan had amassed a
78-46 lead in team points.

Ryan Bebel came back to claim the
100 backstroke (54.68) ahead of Pan-
thers Russano (55.06) and Phillip Qiu
(55.65).

Warren turned in a strong winning
performance for Westfield in the 100
breast (59.23) finishing ahead of
Bridgewater-Raritan’s Ruhnke
(1:00.02) and Blue Devil Tommy
Brennan (1:04.86).

“I’m happy with my time in the
breast,” said Warren. “This meet was
just a test of the water. It is early. It
kind of helps the guys to feel them out
so we can establish future plans against
them.”

With the meet decided, Westfield’s
400 free relay team of Eric Bebel,
Daniel, Cifelli and Ryan Bebel closed
things out on a positive note with a
win in 3:21.06 besting second place
Panther team of Hewitt, Bugianessi,
Mark Rydberg and Weiland (3:22.43).

“I can’t say enough about the senior
leaders on this team,” said Knight in
assessing his team’s opening perfor-
mance. “Steve Warren, Colin Daniel,
Ryan and Eric Bebel, they answered
the call today and provided the kind of
leadership we need moving forward.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND IN THE 200-FREESTYLE...Blue Devil Eric Bebel finished second in the 200-freestyle with a time of 1:51 in the
season-opening meet against the No. 1 Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers at Wallace Pool in Westfield on December 1.

CANNON, WUSTEFELD, PALOZZOLO NAMED CAPTAINS

Raider Matmen Return Entire
Squad for Promising Outlook

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Returing an entire squad has to be
good news for this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wres-
tling team that placed fifth in the
Union County Tournament (UCT),
finished the regular season with a 19-
12 record then placed third in District
13 to qualify six for the Region 4
Tournament, where one Raider, not
only won the title but also, advanced
to the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlan-
tic City (AC) and placed second.

“Last year we had a great season.
We had a great showing in the county
tournament. We had great showing in
sectionals. Districts as a team, you
could tell that our kids were giving
everything they could and it showed
with the number of kids who went to
regions,” Raider Head Coach Marc
Fabiano said.

Another advantage of having an
entire varsity lineup returning is that
the individuals have learned how to
avoid giving up a lot of bonus points.

“That’s the one big thing that we
stress in our room about us getting
bonus points and eliminating other
teams from getting bonus points
against us. We have a heavily senior
oriented lineup,” Coach Fabiano
pointed out.

Heading that veteran group as team
captains are Jack Cannon, expected
to fill the 145-lb slot, Nick Palazzolo
(160-lbs) and Sam Wustefeld, last
year’s 182-lb NJSIAA runner up.
Wustefeld, who has added some height
and plenty of muscle maturity, is ex-
pected to compete at 195/220-lbs.
Last year Wustefeld was the UCT,
District and Regional champion, and

finished 44-4.
“Highlight was Sam Wustefeld

shocking the state, getting into the
state finals and placing second. He’s
going to be going to Columbia Uni-
versity and majoring in engineering,”
Coach Fabiano said.

Cannon, a regional qualifyer at 132-
lbs, who finished with a 27-15 record,
also added muscularity to fill the 145-
lbs slot. Palazzollo was a regional
qualifyer at 152-lbs although he was
injured in district semifinals while
winning his bout and had to forfeit the
title bout. Palazzollo finished with a
22-13 record.

“Jack and Nick are both leaders on
this team. Jack, especially with his
hard work ethic in the wrestling room.
The other kids feed off of that. He had
a tremendous year last year after
comming off an injury the previous
year. He has been working all year

round going to clubs. I can’t wait to
see him our first match. We are very
excited his senior year to see him go
all out,” Coach Fabiano said.

As to Palazzollo, Coach Fabiano
said, “Nick is a tremendous athlete.
He played football this year, which I
feel just built his toughness even more.
His ability to work upper body throws
and his strength gives him another
level. His level of performance is
second to none right now.”

Sophomore Kyle Rigney is ex-
pected to be at 106-lbs and senior
Mike Fleck, a region qualifyer at 106
who finished 23-17, will jump to 113-
lbs. Senior Jeremy Lenert, a region
qualifyer at 113 and finished 22-18,
will compete at 120-lbs. Senior Justin
Sidebottom will fill the 126-lb slot,
senior Jacob Perone will be at 132-lbs

and junior Mateo Velez will occupy
the 138-lb slot. Senior Mike Ramos
will compete at 152-lbs and senior
Zach Fleischman will compete at 171-
lbs.

The Raiders will be toughest in the
heavier weights beginning with jun-
ior Alex Oslislo at 182-lbs.

“Alex is a hardnosed, tough kid,
who will do anything for you. [He’s]
coming off a great football season
where he was a running back, line-
backer. His toughness may be one of
the top-5 on the team. He pushes
everybody in the room. Regions, his
mindset, that’s what he wants,” Coach
Fabiano said.

After Wustefeld, junior Ed Smith,
who placed second in the district at
195-lbs, will be at 220-lbs.

“Ed Smith came out of nowhere.
First time in a varsity lineup last year.
He came into the district tournament

and he makes his way through to the
region. He put on some size now. He
looks good on his feet. He’s gotten so
much better

Senior Bobby Mount, a 20+ bout
winner, will be at 285-lbs.

“The wrestling community is strug-
gling to fill lineups. Another highlight
of this season is we really tried to
build a program of success, positive
thinking, togetherness, family. I am
so happy that we have a big family, 68
kids on this team. I am happy that the
kids are learning what we are doing,
not just wrestling but learning skills
that can transfer to other sports and
into their lives in the future,” Coach
Fabiano stressed.

The Raiders will open their season
at home against Hillsborough on Fri-
day, December 15, at 7 p.m.

David B. Corbin (March 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KNOCKING OFF THE TOP DOG...Raider Sam Wustefeld, left, pinned top-seeded Shane Sosinsky (Northern Highlands)
in his 182-lb quarterfinal and went on to place second at the NJSIAA Championships in Atlantic City on March 5, 2017.

ELLIOTT, BOND, BUTLER, ‘DOBO’ SCORING LEADERS

Blue Devils Shared UCT Title,
Remained Unbeaten at 19-0-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Loaded with experience through-
out its lineup, this year’s Westfield
High School girls soccer Blue Devils
set out to improve upon their unde-
feated, 15-0-2 record from the previ-
ous year, and they did. The Lady Blue
Devils finished with a 19-0-2 record
with a No. 4 ranking in the state and
added a share of the Union County
Tournament (UCT) crown.

A defensive backfield headed by
four experienced seniors, Kylinn
Kraemer (All-Conference Honorable
Mention), Julia Kuhn (First Team All-
Union County and First Team All-
Conference Watchung Division),
Claire Prevoznak and Haley Tomasso
(Second Team All-Conference
Watchung Division), saw to it that
opposing teams would have head-

aches trying to penetrate their net.
The Lady Blue Devils permitted only
nine goals all season, while their of-
fense scored 56 goals. Junior goal-
keeper Caitlin Amman (Second Team
All-Conference Watchung Division),
who made 68 saves, and sophomore
backup keeper Erin Harris (10 saves)
combined for 15 shutouts.

The first goal against the Blue Dev-
ils did not show up until Game 7 in a
7-1 thrashing of the Kearney
Kardinals, the only non-Union County
team to score against Westfield. The
other goals came in a 3-2 North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 semifinal win
and a 1-1 tie (UCT Championship
game) with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders, a 4-2 win over the
Union Farmers, a 4-2 win over the
Oak Knoll Royals and a 3-1 victory
over the Summit Hilltoppers.

The Blue Devils, who also defeated
the Raiders twice, 1-0, during the
regular season, advanced to the sec-
tional championship game to face the
Ridge Red Devils. After a 0-0 over-
time deadlock, the Red Devils were
awarded the title with a 4-3 advantage
in the shootout.

A pair of four-year starters, Natalie
Bond and Grace Elliott, guided the
team as co-captains. Bond, who had
previously played on defense, moved
up to the forward position and created
chaos at the net as did Elliott as a
center midfielder. Elliott, who will
play soccer next fall at the University
of Scranton, led the team with 14
goals, while adding five assists.
Elliott’s weapon of choice seemed to
be her bullet headers. Bond, who will
play lacrosse at Stanford University

David B. Corbin (Fall 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEAM SCORING LEADER...Senior co-captain Grace Elliott, No. 15, led the Blue Devils in scoring this season with 14 goals
and 5 assists. Elliott will play soccer for the University of Scranton next fall.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Board of Education will hold an
Executive Session at 6:30 p.m. prior to the
Regular Meeting scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, December 19, 2017. The
purpose of this Executive Session is to
discuss personnel matters.

Eric Larson,
SBA/BS

1 T - 12/7/17, The Leader Fee: $11.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
403 SOUTH AVENUE

GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027

RESOLUTION NO. 17-216

WHEREAS, the said Governing Body
has determined that there exits a need for
professional legal counsel services for the
purpose of redevelopment and potential
redevelopment in the Borough of Garwood;
and

WHEREAS, the services are profes-
sional services as defined in the Local
Public Contracts Law of the State of New
Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law requires that a notice stating the na-
ture, duration, services and amount of
each contract awarded as a professional
services contract be printed once in the
official newspaper of the municipality;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Council of the Borough of Garwood:

1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk be
and are hereby authorized and directed to
execute an agreement with McManimon,
Scotland & Baumann, LLC, 75 Livingston
Avenue, Second Floor, Roseland, New
Jersey 07068, for the provision of profes-
sional legal counsel concerning redevel-
opment and potential redevelopment in
the Borough of Garwood; and

2. That said Contractor shall receive
fees in accordance with the proposal dated
November 24, 2017; and

3. That the Borough Clerk be and is
hereby authorized and directed to main-
tain this resolution and the professional
services contract on file and available for
public inspection in the Office of the Bor-
ough Clerk; and

4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby
authorized and directed to publish a copy
of this notice as required by law.

I, Christina M Ariemma, Municipal Clerk
of the Borough of Garwood hereby attest
that this Resolution was adopted by the
Council of the Borough of Garwood on
November 28, 2017.

CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/7/17, The Leader Fee: $44.88

PERFECTION TOO...The Westfield PAL A Team celebrates its perfect 44-0 run
with an appearance on the Today Show in NYC.

WF Flag Football Kicks Off
Event with Special Olympics
On November 19, the Westfield

High School Flag Football Club
hosted its first unified flag football
event with the Special Olympics of
New Jersey. On a windy but sunny
day, unified teams composed of
Westfield High School and Special
Olympics athletes played in exhibi-
tion-style flag football games. The
competition was fierce, Donuts were
devoured and friendships were made.

“The games were for fun but, more
importantly, all athletes played side
by side and contributed equally to
their team. Our goal was inclusion
and I think we exceeded that,” said
Joey Wirtshafter, commissioner of the
WHS flag football league.

Those in attendance, who contrib-

uted to the success of the event, in-
cluded Jeff Baldino, Director of Com-
petition for SONJ, John Dugan and
John Cronin, Westfield PAL Youth
Football, Demont Heard, faculty ad-
visor, and many parents and coaches.

It has been the club’s mission to
combine Flag Football with commu-
nity service. Each year donations have
been made to the Special Olympics of
New Jersey on behalf of the players.
The Unified Flag Football Day repre-
sents next level involvement giving
students in the community the oppor-
tunity for an interactive experience
with individuals who have intellec-
tual disabilities. For more informa-
tion about the club contact
whsflagfootball@gmail.com.

UNITED WE STAND...The Westfield High School Flag Football Club hosted its
first unified event with the Special Olympics of New JerseyCONTINUED ON PAGE 12

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports


