
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 7, 2017 Page 5

Lt. Commander Ellsberg

Something Fishy In Vichy

War News of Westfielders
In the Pacific Fleet

It’s Dark Now and Pedestrians
Encounter Increased Danger

Winter and daylight savings time result in gray
afternoons and dark evenings in our area. Night
approaches quickly this time of the year. The end of
December will be here very shortly, and this is the
shortest daytime of the year. Many don’t adjust well
to this sudden change in loss of daylight. When
everyone leaves work during this time of year, it’s
dark. It’s hard to see while driving and it’s particu-
larly hard to see pedestrians.

Pedestrians also don’t see very well, aren’t as
aware as they need to be, and assume drivers see
them. This condition has resulted in unfortunate
pedestrian deaths over the last few years. The busy
local thoroughfares, such as North Avenue and East
Broad Street in Westfield, have proven to be particu-
larly dangerous. Martine and Park Avenues in Scotch
Plains are equally busy. These streets are uniquely
laden with both cars and pedestrians. It’s the most
dangerous combination – many cars, many pedestri-
ans and dark evenings.

We appeal to everyone to be extremely alert –
drivers and pedestrians both. There’s more everyone
can do to help avoid tragedy. Please wear bright
colored and reflective clothing while walking. Cross
on streets only where it is legal and safe. Please do
not “J-Walk!” Every time you cross the street, as-

sume that drivers don’t see you because they prob-
ably don’t.

Take the time to remind your children to always
cross at the crosswalks, and if you’re thinking about
buying yourself or the kids new winter coats, try to
buy bright colors. Drivers, in their normal rush to get
home, should remember how unsafe it is this time of
year. Expect pedestrians to do unusual things be-
cause they will.

Remember not to pass on the right through the leaf
piles, as children may be at play. As the winter
weather rolls in, ice and snow are bound to make
road conditions worse; take it slow and stay alert.
Joggers and bicyclists need to be more on guard, too,
because of the diminished visibility.

Make sure the reflectors on your bicycles are
cleaned off and in good condition. Both joggers and
cyclists should consider purchasing and wearing a
blinking light to make them more visible.

Please remember that many “out of town” cars
pass through the area all the time. These drivers do
not know the conditions of our local roads or the
busyness of pedestrian travel. They won’t be as alert
as you. Put your cell phone away and don’t text while
driving. Let’s make our wintertime as safe as pos-
sible this year by staying alert.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Once again, reports say that unoc-
cupied France is on the verge of mak-
ing an active Alliance with the Axis. It
is now definitely clear that there is
something fishy in Vichy.

A Week of War
December 1941 - Westfield has

weathered the first week of war as we
knew she would, calmly, capably, and
sensibly. And now that the first alarms
are over, it is illuminating to sit down
and appraise what we have.

We have a Defense Council which
was ready for this emergency long
before most people admitted it would
possibly happen.

We have many agencies through
which our citizens can help the
United States win the war. And they
have shown a great desire to serve.
Office of the local Defense Council
and the Red Cross rooms have been
flooded with volunteers. To meet the
demand the Red was met with com-
plete calm by both parents and chil-
dren. The children for the most part

enjoyed the experience, and they
complied with instructions instantly
and obediently. Parents cooperated
too, by not calling for their young-
sters or phoning the school, but al-
lowing the children to make their
own way home as they would have to
in a real air raid.

Teachers and parent-teacher asso-
ciations have already started to take
first aid courses.

School children have started knit-
ting in their classes. Sales of defense
stamps and bonds have rocketed.

If Westfield is typical of all Ameri-
can communities, and it undoubtedly
is, there can be no doubt of the enthu-
siastic and intelligent cooperation of
all Americans, old and young, large
and small, in pushing through to vic-
tory, no matter how hard it proves, or
how long it takes.

The morale branch of the U. S.
Army is now conducting tests to see
what type of music—swing or classi-
cal—the soldiers like best. That is, of
course, besides the mess call.

goleader.com Archives December,
1941 - PEARL HARBOR - Westfield
men stationed at Pearl Harbor,
Hickam Field and Schofield Barracks,
and others with the Pacific fleet have
brought the Japanese invasion shock-
ingly close to local residents.

Scores of Westfield families await-
ing news that relatives are safe.

The list is long and includes en-
signs, airplane mechanics, second
class firemen, lieutenant-command-
ers, commanders, lieutenants, ser-
geants and civilians. Many service-
men have wives and children with
them in the war zone.

In most instances, civilians have
notified relatives here that they es-
caped injury, but men in service have
not been able to reveal their [for-
tunes?].

[The survey made by The Leader
was somewhat handicapped because
a list of Westfield men in the area [is
not] available. Furthermore, although
all families were entirely willing to
state the ships on which their rela-
tives are assigned, the government
asked newspapers to refrain from re-
vealing assignments of officers and
men.

Consequently, only general refer-
ences are made in some cases.

Kobert Waugh, 20 years old, son
Mr. and Mrs. K. A. Waugh, 621 Maple
Street, is an airplane mechanic:
Hickam Field, five miles from Hono-
lulu - He enlisted in September, 1940,

attended school at Chanute Field, Il-
linois, and left for Hawaii last June.

He was a member’ of the track team
at Westfield High School.

Gene Rohrabaugh of Westfield, in
aviation ordnance, has been in Ha-
waii for fourteen months. Kobert
Waugh mentioned meeting
Rohrabaugh at Hickam Field in a
letter to his mother several weeks
ago. 20 years old is Rohrabaugh.

John Harvey Struthers, 23 years
old, nephew of Mr. and Mrs. H, H.
MacCowatt and Miss Anna Pawling,
all of Westfield, is stationed at
Schofield, Oahau, Hawaiian Islands,
as a sergeant in the A Company, 34th
Engineers.

He made his home with Mr. and
Mrs. MacCowatt for twelve years
and attended local schools, gradu-
ating from Westfield High School
in 1937. Later he moved to
Wardsboro, Vt....

... Walter Bushby, second class fire-
man, son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter E.
Bushby, 748 Central avenue, recently
joined the Pacific Fleet. He was in
Philadelphia until December 1. Born
Westfield, he was educated in local
schools. He is 22 years old and has
been in service since 1939.

His mother said rumors had been
bruited about town that he was one
the fatalities of the USS Oklahoma.

.. [The years of War for Westfielders
is chronicled in the archives at
www.goleader.com.]

Leader Achive, December 1941 -
Edward Ellsberg of Westfield, world-
famed for submarine rescue work,
left Tuesday for the Navy Depart-
ment in Washington on active duty.

He was given a rank of lieutenant
commander, the highest rating ac-
corded any naval man who returns
after a period of retirement. He went
to Washington the day after the Pearl
Harbor attack to volunteer. He was

promptly re-enrolled.
Lieutenant – Commander Ellsberg

does not know what his post will be
but he does know that he will remain
in action for the duration.

His knowledge of rescue technique
was responsible in a large measure
for the recovery of the S-51 and the S-
4. (submarines).

Program to Help Kids
Hone Thinking Skills
CRANFORD — Eye Level, which

focuses on helping students develop
their critical and analytical thinking
skills, will host a series of educational
challenges at the Cranford Public Li-
brary. The library is located at 224
Walnut Avenue.

The program is designed to help
develop depth perception, problem-
solving and reasoning skills. Partici-
pants will utilize materials such as
numerical figures, blocks and shapes,
clear paper, colored blocks, mirrors
and wooden blocks to solve problems.
Drop-in programs will be held on Sat-
urdays, January 6 and 27 and February
10, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Old Guard to Hear Talk
Tuesday on ‘Downsizing’

Lucy Thompson

SUMMIT AREA — Lucy Thomp-
son, an expert on “downsizing,” will
speak to the Summit Area Old Guard
at its Tuesday, December 12 meet-
ing. She will talk about
“Downsizing Your
Home: A Practical
Guide.”

Ms. Thompson will
tell attendees what it
means to “downsize”
and the compromises
people have to make.
She will address aspects
of downsizing such as
choosing which furni-
ture and other property
to keep and deciding on
a relocation destination.
Among the prospects
are continuing care re-
tirement communities, buying a
smaller home or moving to an area
where the cost of living is less.

Individuals may finance their move
by tapping an existing line of credit;
borrowing from a 401(k) or an IRA;
taking out a 15-year fixed rate loan in

lieu of a 30-year mortgage, or opting
for a reverse mortgage. Ms. Thomp-
son will discuss these options as well
as the capital gains tax.

All active men age 50-
plus are invited to at-
tend the Tuesday morn-
ing meetings of the Sum-
mit Area Old Guard.
Meetings are held at the
New Providence Mu-
nicipal Center, located
at 360 Elkwood Avenue,
New Providence. A cof-
fee hour starts at 9:15
a.m., followed by a 10
a.m. business meeting
brightened by singing
and humor. Guest speak-
ers begin their talk at
10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate
in sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays,
concerts and other cultural events.
For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log
onto the website
summitoldguard.org.

SPREADING HOLIDAY JOY...Members of the Garden Club of Westfield
recently gathered to make the holiday wreaths that are decorating the Westfield
Municipal Building.

Give Greetings

goleader.com/christmas

Let us not seek the Republican answer
or the Democratic answer, but the right
answer. Let us not seek to fix the blame
for the past. Let us accept our own
responsibility for the future.
John F. Kennedy

What Every Parent
Needs to Know

Hidden in Plain Sight
Time and Place: January 24, 2018

at 7:15; Cafeteria B, Westfield High
School.

Detecting risky behavior in teenag-
ers can be more difficult than parents
think. Some red flags are visible in a
child’s room but are not easily recog-
nized. Do you know where to look?
Discover how alcohol and other drugs
can be easily hidden in a teenager’s
bedroom.

This program is designed for adults
only and sponsored by the Westfield
High School PTSO. Hidden in Plain
Sight is a program designed to help
parents of teens recognize unfamiliar
hazards that are often in plain sight.

DEA Agent McMahon will guide
attendees through an exhibit and ex-
plain substance abuse trends, signs
and symptoms in an effort to provide
resources for parents and community
members to help keep your children
healthy and drug-free.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

Mountainside Library
Reveals Activities

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has an-
nounced its program schedule for the
second half of December. The library
will be closed on Monday and Tues-
day, December 25 and 26, in obser-
vance of Christmas, and on Monday,
January 1, for New Year’s Day.

“Broadway & Hollywood Holi-
day Songs” is set for Saturday, De-
cember 16, at 2 p.m. Mountainside
favorite Skip Ungar will return with
a special performance of holiday
classics — a mix of music from
movies and Broadway musicals.
Popular selections such as “Have
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas,”
which debuted in the film Meet Me
in St. Louis; the title tune from the
movie White Christmas, and “It’s
Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christ-
mas” will be featured.

The final Tuesday Night Movie of
the month, on December 19, will be
Beauty and the Beast (2017, PG), be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. This live-action re-
telling of Disney’s animated classic re-
fashions the tale’s familiar characters
“from the tale as old as time” for a
contemporary audience, staying true to
the original music while updating the
score with several new songs. Among
the cast are Emma Watson, Stanley
Tucci and Ian McKellen. There will be
no movie shown on December 26.

“Guided Meditation for Inner
Peace” will be offered on Thursday,
December 21, at 7:30 p.m. Sally
Younghans is presenting a special fall
series on mindfulness, with the goals
of decreasing stress and improving
overall health and well-being. This
series is designed for everyone —
both beginners and those with experi-
ence. This month Ms. Younghans will
focus on “Tapping into Your Inner
Guidance.”

To register for library programs,
stop into the library or call (908) 233-
0115. The library is located at 1 Con-
stitution Plaza.


