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EX- Gymnastics Instructor
Charged In Assault on Child

WESTFIELD — A former gym-
nastics instructor who worked at mul-
tiple locations in Union County has
been charged with sexually assault-
ing a 7-year-old student over the
course of more than six months, act-
ing Union County Prosecutor Tho-
mas K. Isenhour announced Novem-
ber 29 in a press release.

Jorge Rodriguez, 34, formerly of
Elizabeth and currently of Boston,
Mass., was charged with second-de-
gree sexual assault and second-degree
endangering the welfare of a child.

A Special Victims Unit investiga-
tion, spearheaded by Detective Colin
McNamara, revealed that the alleged
abuse took place from September
2015 into March 2016 at the Surgent’s
Elite School of Gymnastics location
in Westfield, while the victim was a
student, according to Union County
Assistant Prosecutor Michael Sheets,
who is prosecuting the case.

Rodriguez was being held at a cor-
rections center in Boston on unre-
lated charges, and a first appearance
in State Superior Court in Elizabeth
has yet to be scheduled, according to
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice.

Rodriguez is known to have also

worked at the Garwood and Roselle
Park Elite School of Gymnastics lo-
cations during recent years, accord-
ing to the prosecutor’s office release.
Anyone with information about his
activities is being urged to contact
Special Victims Unit Detective Ryan
Kirsh at (908) 965-3814.

Convictions on second-degree
criminal charges are commonly pun-
ishable by five to 10 years in state
prison, according to the release.

Jorge Rodriguez
Courtesy of Amy Cairns/ City of Summit

FIRE SCENE...The Summit Fire Department was at the scene of a house fire last
Thursday afternoon in the city. Six other towns, including the Westfield and
Cranford Fire Departments, responded to the scene. It took 45 minutes to bring
the fire under control. There were no injuries as the homeowner was not home at
the time.
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Kean Bill on Sex Assaults
Commission OK’d by Panel
TRENTON — The Senate Higher

Education Committee has advanced
legislation sponsored by Senate Mi-
nority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) that seeks to improve how
New Jersey prevents and responds to
campus sexual assaults.

Sen. Kean said the measure has
added significance given the current
national conversation surrounding
alleged predatory sexual behavior by
powerful men like Harvey Weinstein,
Matt Lauer, and Roy Moore.

“We must be cognizant of how dan-
gerous patterns of behavior that later
plague our workplaces often first ap-
pear when students are in college,”
Sen. Kean said. “It’s critical that we
prevent the development of preda-
tory patterns early and demonstrate
to victims the value of coming for-
ward to share their stories.”

Mr. Kean’s legislation, S-3414,
would establish a Campus Sexual
Assault Commission in the New Jer-
sey Department of State. The com-

mission would continue the work of a
prior Task Force on Campus Sexual
Assault, which engaged a diverse se-
lection of expert stakeholders to cre-
ate a comprehensive report released
in June to help guide the legislative
process in New Jersey.

The new commission would allow
for the ongoing study and evaluation
of emerging issues, policies, and prac-
tices concerning campus sexual as-
sault, and for the issuance of new
recommendations as needed.

“We’re experiencing a national
awakening that I hope will discour-
age and prevent future abuses like
those that have been reported recently
in the news and entertainment indus-
tries and in the halls of government,”
added Mr. Kean. “I’m proud of all of
the victims who came forward. Their
strength now empowers our efforts to
a fight a toxic culture on our cam-
puses and in our workplaces that has
protected predatory behavior for too
long.”
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Lance: NJ Wins Under
Environmental Clean Up Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congress-
man Leonard Lance (R-7th), a member
of House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee and Climate Solution Caucus,
last Thursday supported H.R. 3017, the
Brownfields Enhancement Economic
Redevelopment and Reauthorization
Act, on the House floor.

Mr. Lance’s House Energy and Com-
merce Committee championed the bi-
partisan bill to reauthorize the suc-
cessful Brownfields Program through
the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) that is tasked with remediation
and redevelopment of 419 contami-
nated sites in New Jersey.

“The Brownfields Program has
worked and must be reauthorized.
Over 59,000 sites nationwide, and
419 in New Jersey, have been trans-
formed by remediation and redevel-
opment freeing our land and water of
harmful chemicals and other hazards.
This is a tremendous win for environ-
mental protection, economic devel-
opment and for communities that have
struggled with contaminated sites,”
Mr. Lance said during debate in the
U.S. House.

The Brownfields Program assists
localities with the cleanup of proper-
ties where redevelopment or preser-
vation is complicated by environmen-
tal contamination. Brownfields sites
are often abandoned, closed, or un-
der-utilized industrial or commercial
facilities, such as an abandoned fac-
tory in a town, a closed commercial
building or warehouse, or a former
dry cleaning establishment or gas sta-
tion. The EPA estimates that there are
more than 450,000 brownfields in the

United States, and each of these sites
has the potential to encourage eco-
nomic development through the
Brownfields Program.

“Facilities in Dover, East Amwell,
Phillipsburg, Roxbury and Somerville
are slated for revitalization. This pub-
lic-private partnership has been a
winning formula as the Brownfields
Program has already prompted $22
billion in private investment – a ma-
jor return on a minimal, though im-
portant, federal investment,” Mr.
Lance added.

E-Z Pass Bills Protecting
NJ Drivers Clears Panel

TRENTON – A package of pro-
commuter bills sponsored by Assem-
blyman Kevin J. Rooney (R-40th,
Wayne) and Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) to protect New Jersey’s E-
ZPass customers who use New York’s
bridges and tunnels from being over-
charged, cleared the Assembly As-
sembly Transportation Committee on
Monday.

The legislation is in response to an
AAA study that found drivers who
purchased E-ZPass tags from out-
of-state agencies are being charged
the cash rate instead of the discount
rate at New York bridges and tunnels
operated by the Metropolitan Tran-
sit Authority (MTA). Between 2012
and 2016, of the 92 million out-of-
towners who didn’t receive the dis-
count rate, 70 million were New Jer-
sey drivers.

“One of the primary reasons E-
ZPass was created was to offer driv-
ers discounted rates, but we now know
certain drivers are being given pref-
erential treatment only because their
E-ZPass was issued by a New York
agency,” Asm. Rooney said. “These
bills are an effort to level the playing

field for our commuters and ensure
the integrity of the E-ZPass system.”

“Millions of New Jersey drivers
are being unfairly penalized,” Asm.
Bramnick said. “EZ-Pass discounted
rates should apply equally to all driv-
ers regardless of where they purchased
their pass.”

The first bill, A-5147, directs the
New Jersey Turnpike Authority to
update its website to warn New Jer-
sey E-ZPass customers that dis-
counts at out-of-state toll facilities
may not be applicable to New Jer-
sey E-ZPass customers. The sec-
ond, AR284, urges the MTA to pro-
vide discounts to New Jersey cus-
tomers, and the third, AR285, en-
courages the NJTA and MTA to
enter into a reciprocity agreement
to provide E-ZPass discounts to resi-
dents of both states.

NJ Bankers Urge ‘No’ Vote
Of Tax Reform Legislation

CRANFORD — The New Jersey
Bankers Association  (NJBankers) is
urging New Jersey members of Con-
gress to vote “no” on the proposed tax
reform bills in Congress.

“While we support the concepts of
simplifying the tax code and reduc-
ing both corporate and personal tax
rates, we can’t support doing so on
the backs of New Jersey taxpayers
who already pay more into the U.S.
Treasury than they receive back.
NJBankers represents nearly 100
community banks in New Jersey and
these bills are bad for our members
because they’re bad for our custom-
ers and bad for New Jersey’s
economy.

“While being billed as middle-
class tax relief, these bills will sock
middle class New Jersey citizens with
a tax bill by eliminating or signifi-
cantly reducing the deductions for
state and local taxes. Furthermore,
the bills limit the deductibility of
mortgage interest for both primary
mortgages and home equity lines of

credit. These incentives provide a
means to home ownership and a
method of financing home improve-
ments. These deductions should re-
main intact.

“We contend that real tax reform
will lower tax rates and stimulate
the economy. These bills do neither.
In fact, they will merely add costs to
overburdened New Jersey taxpay-
ers while driving down the value of
their largest asset, their home. Fur-
ther, these bills will accelerate the
outward migration of New Jersey
citizens to other states and discour-
age borrowing and capital invest-
ment.

“NJBankers is working with
members of Congress to restore
these deductions and make the tax
reform legislation fair for all
Americans, not just those living in
parts of the country. We will con-
tinue to work with other like-
minded groups in New Jersey to
fight for real tax reform that is
truly growth oriented.”

Walking Tour Sat.
Of Park Line Trail

SUMMIT — The Summit Park
Line Foundation will hold a walking
tour this Saturday, December 9 from
10 a.m. to noon at the entrance to the
Park Line in the parking lot across
from Salerno Duane on Broad Street.

Members of the community are
invited to come explore the phase one
Park Line trail, learn about the project
and enjoy a cup of hot chocolate.
Parking will be available on Broad
Street and in the Broad Street munici-
pal garage. For more information on
the Summit Park Line, visit
summitparkline.org.

The Foundation’s mission is to as-
sist the City of Summit in creating a
pedestrian linear park along the aban-
doned Raritan River Valley rail line
that runs from the edge of the down-
town, in front of Overlook Medical
Center, along a 1.2-mile path into
Briant Park.

Munoz Addiction Treatment 
Bill OK’d By Committee

TRENTON – A bill enhancing the
effectiveness of substance abuse treat-
ment, sponsored by Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit),
cleared the Assembly Health Com-
mittee Monday by with a 10-0 vote.

Asw. Munoz’ bill, A-4707, would
prevent facilities from denying ad-
mission to people being treated with
methadone or other anti-addiction
medications.

The measure stops residential treat-
ment centers, sober living homes
and halfway houses from denying
admission to a person receiving

medication-assisted substance use
therapy administered by a licensed
treatment provider.Drug overdose
is the leading cause of accidental
death in New Jersey, claiming the
lives of almost 2,000 people last
year.

The state’s rate of heroin over-
dose is triple the national average,
and there has been a 700 percent
increase in admissions to drug treat-
ment programs in the last decade,
according to a press release from
the New Jersey Assembly
Republican.

NJ Transit Fee Keeps
Holiday Lights Off Trestles

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — Downtown holiday lights
displayed on the South Avenue and
North Avenue side of the train trestle
in Cranford, as well as on the train
trestle in Garwood, will be absent this
year due to a fee imposed by NJ
Transit of $2,500.

“NJ Transit is supportive of com-
munities wishing to install banners on
our train trestles during the holidays.
While we don’t charge a fee for these
installations, safety is a primary con-
sideration and municipalities are ex-
pected to pay for rail flagging person-
nel to ensure the banners are installed
safely in proximity to an active rail-
road,” said Lisa Torbic, senior public
information officer for NJ Transit.

NJ Transit charges a municipality
for the use of a flagman while a
municipality’s employee is within the
NJ Transit right-of-way during the
installation and removal of holiday
decorations, Ms. Torbic said.

Both Garwood and Cranford gov-
ernment officials have opted to not
pay the fee and not display lights on
the trestle. For decades past, both
municipalities have displayed holi-
day lights on the train trestle without
being notified of a fee to do so.

Other municipalities have bypassed
setting foot on NJ Transit property by
using their own cherry picker or
bucket truck to hang decorations, Ms.
Torbic said. Cranford officials have
said the township has hung lights on
the train trestle by using trucks in the
past, and should NJ Transit allow the
municipality to do so this year with-
out a fee, then Cranford would go
ahead and hang the holiday lights.

Garwood also had received a no-
tice from NJ Transit, in a letter dated
November 2, that said the borough
must receive permission to hang lights
on the train trestle, pay a $2,500 yearly
fee to offset the cost of a flagman, and
three Department of Public Works
(DPW) employees must attend a full-
day seminar, Garwood Mayor Charles
Lombardo told The Westfield Leader.
“It ties up the department,” Mayor
Lombardo said of the seminar, espe-
cially during the busy time of year
when the department of eight em-
ployees is out picking up leaves.

Mayor Lombardo also said the
council had discussed the possibility
of including a new lighted holiday
sign in the 2018 municipal budget, as

the current sign is 25 years old “and
very cumbersome to install,” and hang
it elsewhere such as on the municipal
building. The borough’s trucks, he
said, would probably not be able to
reach the trestle, and DPW staff would
need to set foot on NJ Transit prop-
erty to hang the lights.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield), whose district in-
cludes Cranford, Garwood and
Westfield said, “NJ Transit should
not be charging towns to put  up
Christmas lights on the outside of a
trestle,” Asm. Bramnick (LD-21) told
The Westfield Leader and The Times.

The Cranford Township Commit-
tee had suggested investigating if the
township could install poles on bor-
ough property to which the lights
could be attached.

NJ Transit also had issue with the
township’s Joint Insurance Fund (JIF)
liability insurance, Cranford Town-
ship Administrator Terence Wall told
The Leader, and had wanted the JIF to
make a language change in the policy.

In response to Cranford’s comments,
Ms. Torbic said, “NJ Transit is work-
ing with the Township of Cranford on
a solution that allows for the township
to install decorations on the train trestle
while ensuring that all safety proce-
dures are followed.” NJ Transit wished
to make no further statement.

Westfield and Fanwood represen-
tatives said both towns have never
hung lights on NJ Transit property.

Study: Public Favors
Treatment On Opiods
REGION -- In a wide-ranging,

statewide survey of attitudes toward
opioid addiction from Fairleigh
Dickinson University and its School
of Pharmacy and Health Sciences,
Garden State residents appear torn
over how to make sense of the rav-
ages of opioid abuse, yet are decid-
edly more supportive of treatment
over incarceration.

A majority of adults in New Jersey
(53 percent) say that opioid addicts
suffer from a treatable disease as op-
posed to just a third (32 percent) who
say lack of self-control is the culprit.
However, New Jerseyans are also far
more likely to blame a person’s indi-
vidual choices for abusing prescrip-
tion painkillers (65 percent) than to
blame a person’s genetic predisposi-
tion (19 percent).


