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What does it mean to be IN good hands?Ð It means 
you get me, a local expert agent to help you whenever 
you need it. I’ll use my local knowledge to help 
protect you based on your 
specific needs. Call or stop 
in for a free Personalized 
Insurance Proposal today. 

Nelson Espeland, LUTCF 
908-233-6300
2284 South Avenue
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

PERSONAL  
SERVICE  
IN PERSON

SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

Jewelers&N C
Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao908-233-3380

102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

HOLIDAY SALE

M T W Thurs & F: 10am to 7:30pm

Saturday: 10am to 5:30pm • Sunday: 11am to 4pm

December 1st thru 24th

Holiday Hours:

 30% Off

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid only at the participating store listed.

One discount per coupon presented. Offer

not valid on previous purchases, gift cards,

optics, bird baths, DSC memberships or

sale items. Offer valid thru 12/24/17.

Coupon Code: GL 

one regularly-priced item* 
25% OFF 

2520 US Highway 22 East, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 233-5004 • www.wbu.com/scotchplains
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Pleasant Ave.
buildings at 40, 42, 42B and 46 South
Martine Avenue.

The council amended the Housing
Element and Fair Share Plan in re-
sponse to recommendations by Court
Master Elizabeth McKenzie. The er-
rata sheet in the plan has been revised
to read: “The RDP (Realistic Devel-
opment Potential) of 44 units and
total unmet need through 2025 of 219
units are addressed in this Housing
Element and Fair Share Plan,” ac-
cording to the resolution, as well as
removal of a paragraph immediately
following Table 11: Compliance
Schedule. The paragraph that was
removed read: “The borough is re-
quired to commence all municipally
sponsored projects within two years
of acquiring certification of its Hous-
ing Element and Fair Share Plan by
the court. Where it may not be fea-
sible to anticipate construction of any
of the relevant sites identified above
within two years (due to ownership
issues or other obstacles), the bor-
ough reserves the right to come back
before the court to request a subse-
quent extension.”

Four Department of Public Works
(DPW) employees were granted step

did not want to be responsible for the
upkeep of plantings.

The board also heard three other
applications.

An eight-foot by 12-foot shed was
approved that would increase the cov-
erage allowed in the zone to 42 per-
cent at 91 Montrose Avenue.

A 360-square-foot, in-ground pool
and a 28-square-foot patio was al-
lowed to be built at 168 Pleasant
Avenue that would increase lot cov-
erage to 43 percent. A drainage plan
is to be designed to handle stormwater
runoff.

A detached garage to replace a
smaller garage to allow for two larger
vehicles and some lawn equipment
was approved. It would increase cov-
erage a little more than 1 percent over
the existing coverage at 260 Paterson
Avenue.

The board also approved by reso-
lution the master plan revised errata
sheet.

Additionally, board member Jack
Molenaar, a borough councilman, an-
nounced that board member Teresa
Keeler has resigned from the board.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING THEIR CANDY CANES...Volunteers hand out candy canes at
Fanwood’s holiday party and Christmas tree lighting Sunday at the Fanwood
Train Station.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LIGHTING THE CHRISTMAS TREE...Santa and Scotch Plains Mayor
Alexander Smith ride the bucket of the township’s new fire truck to the top of the
giant Christmas tree, where Santa led the countdown and the tree was illuminated
on Sunday night.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Library

Board of Health Reviews
Restaurant Inspections

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – At Monday
night’s meeting, board of health
members held a hearing regarding
Old Havana’s recent unsatisfactory
rating. No one from the establish-
ment was present to represent the
restaurant. Old Havana will be re-
inspected this week.

If the restaurant is unsatisfactory,
the owners will face a $1,000 fine.
A four-day restaurant closure will
be enacted until changes have been
made enabling a satisfactory rating.
If the restaurant is rated satisfac-
tory upon re-inspection, it will be
placed on probation for a year, with
another unsatisfactory rating result-
ing in a $1,000 fine and a four-day
mandatory restaurant closure.

Health Inspector Giselle Alfaro
said the restaurant staff is not trained
on proper reheating, compliant heat-
cooling methods or temperatures,
or how to calibrate a thermometer.

“So what you’re telling me is no
one who was around knew what to
do,” said board member Dr.
Lawrence Budnick in replying to
Ms. Alfaro’s assertion on the kitchen
staff’s training on food preparation
techniques.

Dr. Budnick said he was con-
cerned and confused how the res-
taurant attained three conditional
ratings, then “somehow reverted to
a poor practice again.”

Ms. Alfaro said the staff bath-
room in the kitchen did not have a
toilet seat. Cleaning products were

present on food prep tables but not
properly stored while their ware
washing machine was not function-
ing.

Ms. Alfaro said buckets were be-
ing used as temporary catch basins
beneath the ware washing machines
for dripping water.

Principal Health Inspector Helen
Mendez said the restaurant owner
has not paid their re-inspection fee.

“In 10 years in 10 different towns,
I have never encountered a restau-
rant that has never passed an initial
inspection or unannounced visit. It’s
unheard of. This is really concern-
ing,” Health Officer Megan
Avallone said.

Ms. Avallone said closing a busi-
ness for four days or five total days,
accounting for Old Havana being
closed per usual hours of operation
on Mondays, is devastating to the
business.

Williams-Sonoma, which offers
cooking classes, also will be re-
inspected, as the establishment did
not have a certified food handler. In
addition, a hand wash sink was
blocked and hot foods were not be-
ing stored at 135 degrees Fahren-
heit, Ms. Mendez stated.

7-Eleven will be re-inspected af-
ter an initial inspection found that
employees lacked food safety
knowledge and that no thermom-
eter was present to assure proper
food temperature, Ms. Mendez said.

Akai Lounge was found satisfac-
tory upon re-inspection, Ms.
Mendez said.

salary increases.
Funds from a Community Develop-

ment Block Grant of $30,000 is to go
towards replacing the roof at the For-
est Road Park building. The contract
approved totaled $29,117, and the re-
mainder of the grant funds will go
towards painting and speakers, Bor-
ough Clerk Eleanor McGovern said.

During the agenda session, Liz
Jeffery, the borough’s redevelopment
consultant, said she is to meet this
week with the developer of property
where Young’s Paint once operated
to go over the developer’s concept
plan, which is to build residential
units over retail.

Lightbridge Academy is expected
to open its doors in January, she an-
nounced, after the franchisees have
completed their renovations to retro-
fit the former Sun Tavern to a day care
center.

Borough Engineer Antonios
Panagopoulos said in his engineer’s
report that New Jersey American
Water Company is to begin its next
phase on North Avenue in January,
when it will install a 30-inch water
pipe next to a 12-inch water pipe that
it is now installing.

Senger Place. Along Senger Place,
where the fire house now stands, Mr.
Vinegra’s drawings showed a row of
brownstone-type homes facing east,
with a driveway and garage under
each unit. The hedge property along
Park Avenue, according to the con-
ceptual sketches, could house a small
glass building where a café could be
placed, with the adjacent grassy area
remaining as is.

Mr. Vinegra estimated that sale of
the municipal properties along Park
Avenue could yield several million
dollars, which could then be used to
build new, more modern facilities
for emergency responders and for
the township government. Mayor
Smith said alternative sites are being
discussed but did not identify them.

After the presentation of the con-
ceptual renditions, Deputy Mayor
Llewellyn Jones said it was “pretty
exciting to see what we have at our
fingertips to jump start” the redevel-
opment process. One attendee urged
that the new building proposed for
the municipal parking lot have more
retail outlets on the ground floor, but
Mr. Vinegra said an aim of the rede-
velopment efforts should first be to
“jump start the retail we already
have.” Otherwise, having a host of
new stores might “saturate the mar-
ket.”

Another attendee last week ex-
pressed concerns that the new pro-
posed buildings would result in what
he called “monster” traffic problems,
given the number of new housing
units that will be added into the down-
town. Mr. Vinegra noted that park-
ing demand for retail development is
higher than for residential units.
Mayor Smith was set to meet last
Friday with Union County officials
about requesting state authorities to
change the traffic flow along Park
Avenue, where several thousand
trucks travel daily. At a meeting last
month, Police Chief Ted Conley said
he wants to work with Union County
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Downtown Scotch Plains
to have Terrill Road designated as
the main truck route instead of Park
Avenue. He also wants to discuss
additional steps to ease traffic, in-
cluding allowing Park Avenue to run
directly across Route 22 and install-
ing jug handles to allow trucks to go
up to the Weldon Quarry directly
from Route 22.

The redevelopment committee’s
next meeting is set for Wednesday,
December 13. The planning board
meets on Monday, December 11,
and the mayor said he anticipates
that the planner’s study of the down-
town properties will be discussed at
that session.

Signature Realty OK’d
For J. Winthrop Space

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The planning
board on Monday night approved
Signature Realty NJ, LLC for devel-
opment of a new office space at 236
Elmer Street. The space will be uti-
lized by Signature for its continued
residential real estate business and
commercial real estate business. The
retail location has been “vacant for
some time now,” said the applicant’s
attorney, James Foerst. The location
was previously occupied by J.
Winthrop and Co.

“We’re very pleased with the out-
come of this meeting. We have been
doing a tremendous amount of sales
in Westfield. Having a footprint is a
great way to give back to the residents
we have appreciated working with
for many years now,” said Signature
Realty NJ Chief Executive Officer
Michelle Pais.

Mr. Foerst said the office parking lot
would keep two non-conforming park-
ing spaces. The town’s ordinance re-
quires a minimum of five parking
spaces. Mr. Foerst said Ms. Pais plans
to make the one space Americans With
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant.
Neither of the two spaces was ADA
compliant.

Mr. Foerst said he would agree to
scale back some landscaping to make
sure the parking space is van acces-
sible.

Ms. Pais stated in her testimony
that the office space would not gener-

ate additional traffic volume in the
area. Agents spend most time pros-
pecting business or in the field work-
ing with clients. Often consumer traf-
fic is set by appointment or at non-
congestion times, stated Ms. Pais.

“Where will all the trash be stored?”
asked Westfield Town Planner Donald
Sammet, referring to the amount of
old paper associated with office op-
erations.

Ms. Pais confirmed that the paper
will be removed weekly by a profes-
sional service and stored within the
office until pickup.

The board approved all variance
requests except for a variance allow-
ing a non-conforming freestanding
sign. Variance relief was requested to
accommodate a 16-square-foot sign
with an 8.4-foot height. The applicant
agreed to a conforming 10-square-
foot sign with an eight-foot height.

Planning board member Robert
Newell said he supports the project
because it provides a “good utiliza-
tion of the property.” Mr. Newell said
he agreed with testimony that real
estate offices are not high-volume
business impacting traffic flow.

Planning board member Francis
Smith said the office provides “the
flexibility” to what the planning board
was looking for when considering
businesses for specific retail space.

“We look forward to servicing the
community and playing an active role
in giving back as community lead-
ers,” Ms. Pais said.


