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CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS
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FORMER PROSECUTORS

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid only at the participating store listed.

One discount per coupon presented. Offer

not valid on previous purchases, gift cards,

optics, bird baths, DSC memberships or

sale items. Offer valid thru 12/24/17.

Coupon Code: GL 

one regularly-priced item* 
25% OFF 

2520 US Highway 22 East, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 233-5004 • www.wbu.com/scotchplains

Jewelers&N C
Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao908-233-3380

102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

HOLIDAY SALE

M T W Thurs & F: 10am to 7:30pm

Saturday: 10am to 5:30pm • Sunday: 11am to 4pm

December 1st thru 24th

Holiday Hours:

 30% Off

Board of Health Reviews
Restaurant Inspections

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Monday night’s
meeting, board of health members
held a hearing regarding Old Havana’s
recent unsatisfactory rating. No one
from the establishment was present to
represent the restaurant. Old Havana
will be re-inspected this week.

If the restaurant is unsatisfactory,
the owners will face a $1,000 fine. A
four-day restaurant closure will be
enacted until changes have been made
enabling a satisfactory rating. If the
restaurant is rated satisfactory upon
re-inspection, it will be placed on
probation for a year, with another
unsatisfactory rating resulting in a
$1,000 fine and a four-day manda-
tory restaurant closure.

Health Inspector Giselle Alfaro said
the restaurant staff is not trained on
proper reheating, compliant heat-
cooling methods or temperatures, or
how to calibrate a thermometer.

“So what you’re telling me is no
one who was around knew what to
do,” said board member Dr. Lawrence
Budnick in replying to Ms. Alfaro’s
assertion on the kitchen staff’s train-
ing on food preparation techniques.

Dr. Budnick said he was concerned
and confused how the restaurant at-
tained three conditional ratings, then
“somehow reverted to a poor practice
again.”

Ms. Alfaro said the staff bathroom
in the kitchen did not have a toilet
seat. Cleaning products were present

on food prep tables but not properly
stored while their ware washing ma-
chine was not functioning.

Ms. Alfaro said buckets were being
used as temporary catch basins be-
neath the ware washing machines for
dripping water.

Principal Health Inspector Helen
Mendez said the restaurant owner has
not paid their re-inspection fee.

“In 10 years in 10 different towns, I
have never encountered a restaurant
that has never passed an initial inspec-
tion or unannounced visit. It’s unheard
of. This is really concerning,” Health
Officer Megan Avallone said.

Ms. Avallone said closing a busi-
ness for four days or five total days,
accounting for Old Havana being
closed per usual hours of operation
on Mondays, is devastating to the
business.

Williams-Sonoma, which offers
cooking classes, also will be re-in-
spected, as the establishment did not
have a certified food handler. In addi-
tion, a hand wash sink was blocked
and hot foods were not being stored at
135 degrees Fahrenheit, Ms. Mendez
stated.

7-Eleven will be re-inspected after
an initial inspection found that em-
ployees lacked food safety knowl-
edge and that no thermometer was
present to assure proper food tem-
perature, Ms. Mendez said.

Akai Lounge was found satisfac-
tory upon re-inspection, Ms. Mendez
said.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PLAN FOR BIRCHWOOD...Pictured above is the conceptual plan of the new
development for 215-235 Birchwood Avenue, Cranford. The vegetation buffer in
the lower portion of the picture is the planned buffer for residents who live on
Wadsworth Terrace. Wadsworth residents had requested to deepen the buffer.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
BUILDING HOUSES…At Sunday afternoon’s special event at the Miller-Cory
House Museum in Westfield, families assemble mini-houses out of graham
crackers that covered empty milk cartons. Families were treated to stories, crafts
and tasting of gingerbread and cookies.
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Full-Day Kindergarten
the chair of our negotiations team.
Staff members quickly embraced you
as trustworthy and honest, and you
have accomplished great things for
the district.”

“Our board is made up of nine
individuals all trying to row in the
same direction. We all come from
different backgrounds, perhaps dif-

ferent parts of town, perhaps differ-
ent occupations, but we are single-
minded in that we are all here for the
students,” Mr. Friedman said. “We
have been innovative in the use of
technology, in the use of solar, in the
way we manage your tax dollars. Six
years ago, Westfield was a follower
in the use of tech in the classroom.
Today we are a leader.”

Mr. Friedman took the opportunity
to announce that he and his wife,
Debbie, were establishing the Mark
and Debra Friedman Innovation
Scholarship, which will be awarded
to a graduating high-school senior
who has demonstrated the ability to
“think outside of the box” and has
developed something that is innova-
tive.

Lorre Korecky, who will leave the
district after 22 years, introduced her
replacement as coordinator of schools
and community liaison, Mary Ann
McGann.

Ms. McGann currently is working
in a similar role in Warren and has a
background in journalism and news
production.

The meeting opened with the board
honoring the Boys’ Cross Country
team, which won the Union County
Championship title and placed third
in the state championship, the fourth-
fastest Westfield team in the 38 years
of the state competition in Holmdel.

“The amount of preparation it takes
to put together a team like this is
really tremendous. We did the math
one year and worked out that, for
every mile of racing, the kids did 60
miles of racing in preparation. That
largely goes unseen but, without that,
none of this is possible. That is a
tribute to their commitment to one
another and their commitment to the
team,” Coach Chris Tafelski said.

“Every meeting we sit here and talk
about facilities and curriculum and
policies and the budget and it’s all
pretty dry and boring, but what it
leads to is what we just saw, giving
awards to the track team, and we have
all these great students and they come
in and we laud their accomplishments
and that is what this is all about,” Mr.
Langhart said during the meeting.

The board voted to approve the
use of temporary lighting at Kehler
Stadium by the Westfield Soccer
Association from March 1 to April
30 for three evenings a week under
the same strict conditions that have
accompanied this permission in pre-
vious years.
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Rec.
prefabricated building was a more
cost-effective option. The goal is to
have the new bathrooms in place in
2018.

Commission meetings in 2018
will be held on Mondays, January 8,
February 5, March 12, April 9, May
7, June 4, July 2, September 10,
October 1, November 5 and De-
cember 3. Commission members
urge residents to support the
Westfield Community Band’s an-
nual holiday concert, which will be
held tomorrow, December 8, at 7:30
p.m., at Westfield High School.

Mountainside Council
Discusses Parking Signs

veering right in the semi-circle that
also leads to the front door.

The development proposal of 52
townhomes would include 26 two-
bedroom units and a 26 three-bed-
room mix. Sewer and garbage costs
would be paid for by borough resi-
dents. The presentation depicted a
four-building structure with 17 per-
cent of the property allocated to open
space.

“Aesthetically, the condo looks like
a cookie cutter or plain oatmeal. No
design,” said a resident in describing
the stacked townhome plan.

Mr. Russo replied that sometimes
hypothetical computerized configu-
rations do not do a finished product
justice when determining the best
aesthetics.

Director of Office of Emergency
Management Ken Capobianco stated
that he feels the financial burden for
the borough to remove waste from all
the townhomes could consume re-
sources and time.

The South Avenue development
would have two elevators available.
Mr. Russo said, in theory, the floor
plan could be negotiated, but the num-
ber of bedrooms for each possible
development will remain.

A Willow Avenue resident said that
Willow Avenue is a flood zone. The
resident questioned if Mr. Russo un-
derstands the severity to which resi-
dents have been warned about flood
risks by environmental agencies. The
resident stated that his neighbors and
he will experience 18-percent in-
creases in flood-insurance premiums.

Mr. Minks said the developer can-
not increase storm water runoff and
must create a runoff detention sys-
tem. He said the detention system has
been reviewed by appropriate third
parties who have determined the plan
to be above what is mandated.

The presentation was to keep resi-
dents up to date with the project and
to receive resident feedback on the
development type they would favor.
Mr. Russo said the South Avenue I
development will “hopefully” begin
demolition in early 2018, with con-
struction beginning in a six-month
period. South Avenue II construction
will not begin until South Avenue I is
substantially rented. South Avenue I
will have 298 units, of which 30 will
be classified as affordable.

South Avenue II is projected for a
construction start date sometime in
2020, Mr. Russo said.
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South Ave.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Chief Finan-
cial Officer Jill Goode told the bor-
ough council Tuesday that she would
draft a resolution authorizing the bor-
ough to cancel tax account balances
of $5 or less which will be voted on at
the Tuesday, December 19 public
meeting. Council members also
agreed to adopt the planning board’s
recommendation to reduce the Per-
formance Guarantee Bond for Capi-
tal Senior Housing since the project
has been partially completed and to
appoint Christopher Mason as a vol-
unteer firefighter.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Tom Cogan, who
owns the home at the corner of
Hickory Lane and Mohawk Drive,
asked the council to consider autho-
rizing the removal of the “no park-
ing” sign in front of his home. Ac-
cording to Mr. Cogan, while he does
not object to prohibiting parking on
the street, he noted there are 13 homes
in the area and eight “no parking”
signs, and he believes an excessive
number of signs have been placed in
front of his property, which already
has two PSE&G signs on it.

Several council members noted that
decisions regarding the number and
placement of signs is determined by
the police department and may be
governed by the federal Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices. In
addition, Borough Administrator
James Debbie advised that the resi-
dents of Mohawk Drive had told the
council that they intend to submit a
petition requesting more signs pro-
hibiting parking in the area, which is
popular with bus commuters travel-
ing to New York City. The group
agreed to consult with Police Chief
Allan Attanasio and conduct addi-
tional research on the feasibility of

relocating the signs.
Borough Engineer Michael Disko

made a detailed presentation regard-
ing the new unfunded obligations
which the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) will
soon impose on municipalities as part
of the storm water permit reauthori-
zation process. In addition to requir-
ing municipalities to map their storm
water systems including storm drains,
catch basins and roads with drainage
systems, the state will now require
local governments to provide data on
privately-owned property so it can be
included in the state’s Geographic
Information System (GIS). Under the
new state plan, municipalities will be
responsible for ensuring that all prop-
erty owners with systems classified
as “major” perform proper opera-
tions and maintenance.

The borough council asked Mr.
Disko to obtain additional informa-
tion and to partner with the Depart-
ment of Public Works to investigate
the most cost-effective way of pro-
viding the data that the state requires.

Pleasant Ave. Application
Carried to Dec. 20 Meeting

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Applicant
Stephanie Mitterhoff, of 117 Pleas-
ant Avenue, decided at Wednesday’s
planning board meeting to adjourn
her application hearing to the next
board meeting, to be held Wednes-
day, December 20.

Her attorney, Jim Foerst, and her
professional engineer, Matthew
Wilder, had presented to the board
changes that had been made to the site
plan after hearing the board’s con-
cerns back in September.

Ms. Mitterhoff had already installed
a fence, retaining wall, a driveway
and patio pavers to her property that
go beyond what is allowed in her
zone, without first seeking permits or
applying for a variance. She was is-
sued a stop work order, and is now
seeking a variance.

The new plans presented showed a
reduction of 6 percent in impervious
coverage by removing some pavers
and taking away some of the drive-
way surface. Before any improve-
ments were made, the lot had about
40 percent impervious coverage,
where 35 percent is the zone’s maxi-
mum allowable. The new plan has 51
percent coverage. Mr. Wilder had said
a swale and a dry well would capture
stormwater runoff before it could
reach any neighboring properties.

The rear yard neighbor, Vanessa
Hobbs of Montrose Avenue, had com-
plained how the white, vinyl, six-foot
fence that sits on top of a two-foot
retaining wall is “unappealing.”

The board had said since the fence
is on top of the retaining wall, the

fence essentially appears as if it is an
eight-foot fence from the neighbor’s
yard.

There also was concern that the
footings poured for the fence posts
are not to code and that they also
encroach on the neighbor’s property.

Mr. Wilder suggested that the ap-
plicant plant a hedge on the neighbor’s
property to make it more attractive.

“There has got to be an alternative
that is not imposing on the rear neigh-
bor,” said board member David
Blechinger. Ms. Dobbs later said she
did not want to be responsible for the
upkeep of plantings.

The board also heard three other
applications.

An eight-foot by 12-foot shed was
approved that would increase the cov-
erage allowed in the zone to 42 per-
cent at 91 Montrose Avenue.

A 360-square-foot, in-ground pool
and a 28-square-foot patio was al-
lowed to be built at 168 Pleasant
Avenue that would increase lot cov-
erage to 43 percent. A drainage plan
is to be designed to handle stormwater
runoff.

A detached garage to replace a
smaller garage to allow for two larger
vehicles and some lawn equipment
was approved. It would increase cov-
erage a little more than 1 percent over
the existing coverage at 260 Paterson
Avenue.

The board also approved by reso-
lution the master plan revised errata
sheet.

Additionally, board member Jack
Molenaar, a borough councilman, an-
nounced that board member Teresa
Keeler has resigned from the board.
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