
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-11  Thursday, August 10, 2017

goleader.com/ballyhoo

tory; directing the township, im-
mediately after receiving written
notice from the special master to
commence the process of amend-
ing its approved Housing Ele-
ment and Fair Share Plan utiliz-
ing the procedures, deadline, and
notice provisions.

Cranford, in its support docu-
ments to the motion, states some
circumstances in its affordable-
housing plan have changed and
is seeking an amendment to re-
flect those changed circum-
stances. They include a reduc-
tion in affordable units on the
215-235 Birchwood Avenue prop-
erty, credits for deed restrictions
on inclusionary sites and group
home credits, a rezoning request
by Hartz Mountain Industries at
750 Walnut Avenue, and the pos-
sible redevelopment of land along
North Avenue. The township also
is seeking the court to determine
its realistic development poten-
tial.

Cranford is stating it has met
its realistic development poten-

tial and has exceeded it through
its reassessment of Mount Laurel
credits. The township states it
has a surplus of 44 credits, as
well as an additional 60, age-
restricted units.

According to a report prepared
by the Fair Share Housing Center
dated April 12, 2017, the Fair
Share Housing Center lists
Cranford as in need of 410 low
and moderate affordable-hous-
ing units.

According to the judgment of
compliance and repose, dated
May 22, 2013, the court states
that the township’s fair share
housing obligation is comprised
of 55 units, along with a prior
round need of 138 units, plus
another five units.

The township’s Housing Plan
Element and Fair Share Housing
plan, adopted in 2013, and pre-
pared by the now defunct Birdsall
Service Group, sets forth a plan
to satisfy those units outlined in
the judgment of compliance and
repose, and the plan is set to
expire year end 2018.

said.
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro

and Councilwoman Sara Todisco
both stated they were more old
school and prefer the current
method at first opinion.

Councilman Sarno said the
council will follow the planning
board’s recommendation of not
allowing closed fencing six feet in
height or greater for corner lots.
Mr. Sarno’s report was on behalf
of the planning board-council
joint sub-committee. Residents
seeking to construct closed cor-
ner lot fencing six feet or greater
in height will have to apply for a
variance.

“It seems you voted against
property owners on this one.
What an opportune time for the
sub-committee to approve the
planning board’s findings,” Coun-
cilwoman Cuccaro said in ad-
dressing Councilman Sarno.

“If you like you can propose for
a council vote to have the plan-
ning board’s findings overruled,”
Councilman Sarno responded to
Councilwoman Cuccaro.

A resolution to uphold the plan-
ning board’s recommendation
was tabled Tuesday night.

Russo Development will hold
an open town-hall style meeting
explaining where the company is
in the development process for
the South Avenue redevelopment
project. The presentation will give
construction timelines for the
abandoned Casale-Petro indus-

trial sites on South Avenue where
298 housing units are to be con-
structed, of which 30 will be des-
ignated as affordable-housing
units. The meeting will be con-
ducted after the planning board’s
site review.

Former councilman Jim Mathieu
inquired what new revenue or
additional revenue from the
Russo development actually
meant. Mr. Mathieu stated the
term was incorrectly or freely
used by borough elected offi-
cials.

“I have heard many officials
say new revenue or additional

revenue. My experience is, when
we budget we look at what our
costs will be, not what our rev-
enue is and how we will spend it.
I see this to be tax dollar reallo-
cation, not additional revenue,”
Mr. Mathieu said.

“New revenue or additional rev-
enue means more taxes will be
generated from a location where
less or none were before. So if
the location generates more rev-
enue in total dollar amount we
can assume there is a net ben-
efit,” explained Councilwoman
Todisco, chairwoman of the
council’s finance committee.
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Local Letters to the Editor
Is Garwood Sweeping Attack on

My Neighbor’s Dog Under The Rug?
On Saturday, July 22, 2017, I

was walking my 10-pound Bichon
comfort dog, Lucky. The dog spot-
ted the two pit bulls across the
street. Lucky got off the leash and
went to greet the two dogs. The
two pit bulls attacked.

This just happened in a few
seconds and I was just watching
in horror as the owner was un-
able to hold the dogs or pull them
off Lucky.

After awhile, he handed Lucky
to me. I took Lucky to the vet
where he was euthanized. If that
is not the worst part of this story
it does get worse. When the dogs
were attacking, another neigh-
bor from across the street started
screaming, “This is the second
time.” The Garwood police were
called and all the ways in which
this was handled makes this situ-
ation even more horrible. The
police officers proceeded to shake
hands with the pit bull owner; at
that point we all wondered if they
were friends and cutting him a
break. I was told the laws that

are in place make her wrong and
nothing could be done about this
because Lucky got off the leash.

This is outrageous in many
ways. The owner could not hold
the dogs back, could not get the
dogs off and did not take any
responsibility.

We feel this is being swept
under the rug. We feel that this is
a very unsafe situation for all in
the community. And we think we
were being lied to by the police
because we asked if they knew
him, were friends with him, or if
he is a police officer. We think all
are true.

I hope you will print this as we
are trying so hard to get justice
for that innocent dog who was
just being friendly.

I think the attack in March of
2017, although I am not sure of
the exact story, the dogs did
attack a person.

Nancy Rubin
Garwood

Friday Senior Club
Reveals Casino Trips
CRANFORD — The Friday Se-

nior Club of Cranford sponsors a
trip the second Wednesday of
the month to Resorts Casino at
Atlantic City, with the next trip
scheduled for September 13. The
bus leaves at 11 a.m. from the
Hillside Avenue School parking
lot in Cranford. The cost is $30.

Additionally, the Friday Senior
Club will sponsor a trip to the
Sands Casino in Bethlehem, Pa.,
on Tuesday, August 29. The bus
will leave at 11 a.m. from the
Hillside Avenue School parking
lot. The cost is $30 for this trip as
well.

Those interested in going on
these trips are asked to call Helen
at (908) 654-1236 for reserva-
tions.
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‘Lego Club’ on Tap
At Local Library

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224
Walnut Avenue, Cranford, will
host a monthly meeting of “Lego
Club” for children in grades 1 to
6.

Youngsters will have the op-
portunity to work alone or in
teams to create structures in a
45-minute time span. At the end
of each meeting, participants will
share their work with their peers.
This is a drop-in program; regis-
tration is not required.

Admission to all programs is
free and all Cranford residents
are welcome. For further infor-
mation and a list of other upcom-
ing programs, visit
cranfordlibrary.org and click on
the Children’s Department tab
near the top of the page. ANOTHER LETTER ON NEXT PAGE


