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Planning Board Approves
Subdivision on Downer St.
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The planning
board on Monday unanimously ap-
proved a subdivision application for
569 Downer Street.

The applicant requested to subdi-
vide an existing lot into two new
lots with two separate two-family
homes on each lot. The current
single-family home will be demol-
ished, providing housing for four
families or residents.

Theresa Donnella of Downer
Street asked questions regarding
how many new structures would be
on the lot and how many total fami-
lies would occupy the new lot di-
mensions.

“I cannot imagine how they can
fit two new houses to fit four fami-
lies on this lot. I am their neighbor.
I hope they do not disrupt my prop-
erty line or fence. I wish the devel-
oper actually spoke with me so I did
not have to learn everything at the
hearing,” Ms. Donnella said.

“Ms. Donnella, the area you live
in is already planned for or allows
multi-family housing,” Planning
Board Attorney Diane Dabulas said.

“No variances have been re-
quested to construct the develop-
ment,” Planning Board Chairman
Vincent Wilt added.

Business owner Gregory J.
Redington was unanimously ap-
proved to construct a pergola in his
company’s outside courtyard. Mr.
Redington’s company, RedCom De-
sign and Construction, LLC, is lo-
cated at 433 North Avenue East.

“The building has undergone
some renovations. We found left-
over beams from the historic
building’s roof. We wanted to put it
to good use and have a story to tell
for visitors,” Mr. Redington told
the board.

Mr. Redington sought a variance
to relieve the structure from having
to be 10 feet away from any princi-
pal building located on the lot. The
proposed pergola is 2.7 feet away
from the office building.

“I drove by the location. It is not
visible from the street and not ob-
structive to neighbors. I congratu-
late you on the renovations and
keeping a nice location appealing,”
Mr. Wilt said.

A resolution was unanimously ap-
proved for a subdivision at 609
Drake Place. The existing structure
will be demolished and two sepa-
rate lots will be designated on the
existing lot. A new single-family
home will be added to each desig-
nated lot.

LEADER IN SEATTLE...Honey Corbin, holding her Westfield Leader, and
friends enjoy a ride on the Argosy Ferry as they leave the Port of Seattle for Puget
Sound and the famous Ballard Locks during a recent five-day visit to the Seattle
area. They saw all the sights including the Space Needle, touring Puget Sound via
ferry, and the trails on Mount Rainier.

LEADER AT HOBART ROCKS...Members of the Westfield High School Class
of 1974 recently took a vacation together and are shown here at the Hobart
Rocks, Bay of Fundy, where the tide rises 46 feet twice a day, the highest in the
world. The group all met at Franklin Elementary School and the former Elm
Street School. Together, they have known each other for 270 years. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Joan Fullerton of Westfield, Janice Richardson El
Bayoumi of New Brunswick, Canada, Donna Schadle Ellis of North Carolina,
Valerie Branton Freimuth of Colorado and Lorie DeLong Candelmo of Wiscon-
sin. They are shown here holding The Westfield Leader together.

ON THE PATRIOT PATH...Ten-year-old Katie Scanlon visited Boston, Massa-
chusetts in April while on spring break with her family and a copy of The Westfield
Leader. Katie is entering fifth grade at Wilson Elementary School in Westfield.
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‘Bestfield’
“We do have some school-sensi-

tive streets, which will be done be-
fore school starts,” Councilman
Kenneth Donnelly said.

Currently, work is being done on
Boulevard. The base paving is to be
completed by the end of the week
and the final paving is scheduled to
be completed in two weeks.

The second annual Westfield Na-
tional Night Out program took place
on August 1, generating much posi-
tive feedback. The night was a chance
for the public to interact with the
town’s police and other first respond-
ers in an environment outside of
work. The Department of Public
Works also was part of the event.

The event included a demonstra-
tion of the new meter heads that will
most likely be in place by the end of
the month. The meter heads accept
various forms of payment, from pay-
by-app to cards to coins.

The town also is starting off with
two meters on Quimby Street that
provide 15-minute free parking with
the push of a button. The goal is to
have a quick turnover for individu-
als making short-term stops. The 15-
minute parking is geared for those
picking up take-out orders and ap-
plies throughout the day and night.

Also, an upcoming property tax
revaluation is scheduled for
Westfield. This is a mandatory pro-
cess to adjust property taxes to match
the current market values. Westfield

has not had a revaluation in more
than 25 years. More information will
follow and there will be question-
and-answer sessions in the fall.

Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan
noted that the process will be trans-
parent.

“As soon as we have more infor-
mation we will give it to the pub-
lic,” Ms. Neylan said.

On another matter, Greg Kasko
approached the town council about
the issue of sidewalk cafes in town
leaving little room for people to
walk by and requested more en-
forcement for the ordinances.

“I’m here tonight to ask this town
council why it is that town ordi-
nances get passed, but yet, they’re
not enforced,” Mr. Kasko said.

Mr. Kasko also offered $500 of
his own money to start a program
for free parking for disabled veter-
ans. The council then informed Mr.
Kasko that the state just passed a
law for this, with which the Town of
Westfield will comply.

An ordinance to amend the code of
the Town of Westfield, Chapter 13 was
carried, which now prohibits parking
on two areas on Tuttle Parkway.

Announced resolutions included
fire department painting, ductwork
and assessment, the drive sober or
get pulled over crackdown program,
and a change order for the 2016
Various Road Improvements,
among others.
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Sale of Yard
will follow the planning board’s rec-
ommendation of not allowing closed
fencing six feet in height or greater
for corner lots. Mr. Sarno’s report
was on behalf of the planning board-
council joint sub-committee. Resi-
dents seeking to construct closed cor-
ner lot fencing six feet or greater in
height will have to apply for a vari-
ance.

“It seems you voted against prop-
erty owners on this one. What an
opportune time for the sub-commit-
tee to approve the planning board’s
findings,” Councilwoman Cuccaro
said in addressing Councilman Sarno.

“If you like you can propose for a
council vote to have the planning
board’s findings overruled,” Coun-
cilman Sarno responded to Council-
woman Cuccaro.

A resolution to uphold the planning
board’s recommendation was tabled
Tuesday night.

Russo Development will hold an
open town-hall style meeting explain-
ing where the company is in the de-
velopment process for the South Av-
enue redevelopment project. The pre-
sentation will give construction
timelines for the abandoned Casale-
Petro industrial sites on South Av-
enue where 298 housing units are to
be constructed, of which 30 will be
designated as affordable-housing
units. The meeting will be conducted
after the planning board’s site review.

Former councilman Jim Mathieu
inquired what new revenue or addi-
tional revenue from the Russo devel-
opment actually meant. Mr. Mathieu
stated the term was incorrectly or
freely used by borough elected offi-
cials.

“I have heard many officials say
new revenue or additional revenue.
My experience is, when we budget
we look at what our costs will be, not
what our revenue is and how we will
spend it. I see this to be tax dollar
reallocation, not additional revenue,”
Mr. Mathieu said.

“New revenue or additional rev-
enue means more taxes will be gener-
ated from a location where less or
none were before. So if the location
generates more revenue in total dol-
lar amount we can assume there is a
net benefit,” explained Council-
woman Todisco, chairwoman of the
council’s finance committee.
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Rest. Inspect.
Downtown Westfield Corp. Execu-

tive Director Sherry Cronin provided
commentary to the board of health on
Fiamma’s behalf. Ms. Cronin de-
scribed the restaurant’s popularity
with residents and mentioned how
the establishment’s owners did not
complain that people were dumping
waste in their dumpster while they
dealt with a high-volume business.
Instead, she said the owners paid for
more disposal pickups.

“Fiamma has been voted one of the
best pizzerias in the state. The food is
very popular and always turning over.
We have all had a refrigerator on
some days that is warmer inside and
other days very cold, pending use and
outside temperature,” Ms. Cronin
said.

Board of Health member Dr.
Vasilios Diamantopoulos said to other
health board members and Fiamma’s
owners that his job is to protect and
prevent consumers from becoming
sick. Dr. Diamantopoulos said the
board does not hinder business de-
velopment, but makes it better through
standards protecting residents.

Multiple Road Disturbances
Anticipated in Fanwood

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council at their
agenda meeting Monday night dis-
cussed several “road disturbances”
that are ongoing in the municipality.

Borough Engineer Antonios
Panagopoulos reported to the gov-
erning body that “the 2016 Road Pro-
gram has been completed” but that
paving on South Avenue needs to be
finished and the plans for work on
Madison Avenue need to be submit-
ted.

In regards to Poplar Place, Mr.
Panagopoulos told the mayor and
council “they are scheduled to start
this week” and assured them he would
be following up to make sure the
work is on schedule. The work is
estimated to be completed in “six to
eight weeks.”

Mr. Panagopoulos further reported
that American Water is working on
Phase II of its project on North Av-
enue. The estimated time for comple-
tion of work is the end of August. The
borough is planning its own paving
project and is preparing to go out to
bid with a 60-day settling period re-
quested by the water company. The
estimated start time is October.

Elizabethtown Gas, as reported by
Mr. Panagopoulos, will hold off paving
Poplar Place until the borough com-
pletes the new curbs on Shady Lane.
The estimated time for the start of pav-
ing on Poplar Avenue is September.

“Last week we received a packet of
new roads” that Elizabethtown Gas
plans to work on in district seven, ten-
tatively in the fall/winter of 2017, Mr.
Panagopoulos told council members.
Mr. Panagopoulos commented that, “It’s
a lot of disturbance in a little area.”

Mayor Mahr and council members
discussed their concerns related to
the upheaval of newly paved roads
while Mr. Panagopoulos assured the
governing body that Elizabethtown
Gas would be responsible for re-pave-
ment as needed and would need to
complete the re-pavement within a
three- to five-year period.

Mayor Mahr told council mem-
bers, “I’m more concerned with the
condition of these roads” and recom-
mended that there be a public meet-
ing for residents addressing the mul-
tiple road, curb and sidewalk projects
taking place.

In other business, Elizabeth Jeffery,
president of EJ Economic Develop-
ment Advisors LLC, gave council
members a development and busi-
ness update.

Ms. Jeffery reported that planning
is underway for a residential project
for 105 South Avenue. Permits have
been issued for Frank’s Auto Body
expansion and a construction con-
tract for public plaza expansion has
been awarded to A Team Concrete.

Additionally, 35 Second Street and
15 South Avenue are under construc-
tion. Fanwood Eye Care is a new

business that opened in August and
Monk’s Home Improvement has
signed a lease in the Fanwood Cross-
ing space across from Mara’s Café.

Several resolutions were recom-
mended to be placed on the agenda
for the regular public meeting on
Monday, August 21, including one
urging the state to extend the 2-per-
cent cap on police and fire arbitration
contract awards.

Mayor Mahr said this was a resolu-
tion that “many towns in New Jersey
are passing” and said it was “very
critical” that this passes.

Councilman Tom Kranz com-
mented that, “the police union is lob-
bying hard against this.”

As a part of a special meeting held
immediately after the agenda meet-
ing, a bond ordinance was approved
after a second reading for improve-
ments to Forest Road Park in the
amount of $273,750, partially funded
by a New Jersey Green Acres grant.

Additionally, resolutions were
passed authorizing the submission of
grant applications for the 2017 Union
County Kids Recreation Trust Grant
for matching funds for the Green Acres
grant in the amount of $151,250, for
the Kids Recreation Grant for 2017
shared services agreement for the im-
provement of Terrill Middle School
fields and for the submission of a
2017 Union County Greening Grant
that will allow for the planting of
eight trees.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
reported that the Nature Center will
replace the three signs located at the
center with four new signs that will be
present at each of the four entrances.

The next borough council meeting
is scheduled for August 21.
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