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Cranford Seeking to Amend
Afford. Housing Judgment

Health Board Keeps Restaurant
Conditional Until Inspection

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — After a hearing at
Monday’s meeting, the Westfield
Board of Health voted unanimously
to keep Fiamma Wood Fired Pizza at
a conditional rating. Health Inspector
Alison Kasica cited separate and re-
current violations from May 2016
until last week. The violations in-
cluded varying refrigerator tempera-
tures, a single non-functioning wash
or prep sink, and inadequate food
temperatures.

Ms. Kasica will inspect Fiamma
Wood Fired Pizza later this month.

The board declared if the restaurant
fails one work inspection throughout
the year it can be closed for two
business days. The days chosen are at
board discretion.

“We want to be up to all standards
and do everything correctly. We see
ourselves as one of the better restau-
rants in Westfield. We hold ourselves
to high standards; the last thing we
want is for residents to experience
otherwise,” said Fiamma owner
Qazim Magjuni.

Two of the three Fiamma Wood
Fired Pizza owners appeared at the
hearing to resolve discrepancies. The

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Township of
Cranford has filed a motion for leave
to amend a judgment of compliance
and repose and related relief with the
Superior Court of New Jersey Law
Division of Union County in regards
to the Mount Laurel lawsuit filed by
Cranford Development Associates,
a.k.a. S. Hekemian Group.

The township’s attorney, Jeffrey R.
Surenian and Associates, on Friday,
September 1, at 9 a.m., is to move for
an order granting relief on the follow-
ing items, according to the motion:

Granting leave to amend the
township’s round three judgment of
compliance and repose, dated May
22, 2013; directing the court ap-
pointed special master to review the
township’s initial realistic develop-
ment potential and crediting analysis
and to assist the township in finaliz-
ing the same; directing the township
to provide the special master with a
preliminary plan of how it intends to
address its unmet need without preju-
dice to any legal position on unmet
need that it may have; directing the
special master to notify the township
in writing if she has determined that
the township’s plan to address the
unmet need is satisfactory; directing
the township, immediately after re-
ceiving written notice from the spe-
cial master to commence the process
of amending its approved Housing
Element and Fair Share Plan utilizing
the procedures, deadline, and notice
provisions.

Cranford, in its support documents
to the motion, states some circum-

stances in its affordable-housing plan
have changed and is seeking an
amendment to reflect those changed
circumstances. They include a reduc-
tion in affordable units on the 215-
235 Birchwood Avenue property,
credits for deed restrictions on
inclusionary sites and group home
credits, a rezoning request by Hartz
Mountain Industries at 750 Walnut
Avenue, and the possible redevelop-
ment of land along North Avenue.
The township also is seeking the court
to determine its realistic development
potential.

Cranford is stating it has met its
realistic development potential and
has exceeded it through its reassess-
ment of Mount Laurel credits. The
township states it has a surplus of 44
credits, as well as an additional 60,
age-restricted units.

According to a report prepared by
the Fair Share Housing Center dated
April 12, 2017, the Fair Share Hous-
ing Center lists Cranford as in need of
410 low and moderate affordable-
housing units.

According to the judgment of com-
pliance and repose, dated May 22,
2013, the court states that the
township’s fair share housing obliga-
tion is comprised of 55 units, along
with a prior round need of 138 units,
plus another five units.

The township’s Housing Plan Ele-
ment and Fair Share Housing plan,
adopted in 2013, and prepared by the
now defunct Birdsall Service Group,
sets forth a plan to satisfy those units
outlined in the judgment of compli-
ance and repose, and the plan is set to
expire year end 2018.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
IN SOLIDARITY...The Solidarity Singers of the New Jersey Industrial Union
Council perform at Sunday’s annual Union County Peace Fair in Eastman Plaza,
Cranford.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CRAFTS FOR SALE...Shoppers check out the goods at the monthly flea market and craft sale at Martin Wallberg American
Legion Post 3 in Westfield on Saturday. The Legion holds a flea market and craft sale the first Saturday of each month.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FOR A GOOD CAUSE...The Marine Color Guard stands at attention at the start
of the annual Knights in the Woods motorcycle ride held on Sunday at the
Deutscher Club in Clark.  The event is sponsored by the Blue Knights New Jersey
III Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club and benefits The Valerie Fund.

‘Bestfield’ Town Council
Talks Small Town, Big Spirit

owners will conform to all regula-
tions to receive a satisfactory rating
as soon as next week, according to
Mr. Magjuni’s testimony. Owners Mr.
Magjuni and Sam Beck were present;
however, business owner Tony
Fetahaj was absent.

“We have opened several locations.
We are planning to open another in
January. It is hard when doing so
much to stay on top of every little
detail,” Mr. Magjuni said.

Since their May 2016 initial viola-
tions the owners have equipped the
location with three thermometers to
record serving and stored food tem-
perature. The business has resolved
garbage disposal conundrums by in-
creasing its dumpster pickup to four
times a week. Hand washing signs
have been added to the kitchen to
remind staff. A preparation sink will
be repaired within the next week.

Ms. Kasica observed the changes
made to increase the restaurant’s rat-
ing, although she noted some con-
cerns remained, hindering the restau-
rant from receiving a satisfactory rat-
ing.

“The refrigerator used to store food
was compliant in some areas and not
cold enough in others. It could be
because warm food is being placed
into the refrigerator, increasing the
temperature,” Ms. Kasica said.

Mr. Magjuni said he has another
refrigerator being placed in the kitchen
to offset overuse or offset temperature
changes. All three owners have com-
pleted courses acknowledged by the
board to become certified food han-
dlers. Mr. Magjuni agreed to work with
the board of health to get other employ-
ees the designation before year end.

“The generator on the refrigerator’s
exterior may be naturally heating the
metal on the interior bottom-right side.
Less than a foot away one shelf is 38
degrees (and) the bottom shelf is in
the 40s. We decided on buying an-
other refrigerator so it is not over-
working with all the orders we have,”
Mr. Magjuni said.

By SHANNA C. KELLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Around every
corner awaits adventure, or in this
case, a rock. The Town of Westfield
has started a “Bestfield Rocks” ini-
tiative in support of the national
kindness initiative. Town members
have been painting, hiding and shar-
ing rocks all over town to promote
spirit and to show that Westfield
“rocks.”

At the Westfield Town Council
meeting Tuesday, Chief Spirit Of-
ficer Meaghan Murphy announced
that the Bestfield Initiative has
reached more than 1,000 Facebook
followers and has a new tag line:
small town, big spirit.

“The spirit is sort of catching fire
and other towns are getting in-
volved,” Ms. Murphy said.

Surrounding towns are trying to
start up their own spirit tag lines
such as “Cooler in Cranford” and

“Gargood” for Garwood.
Bestfield Day will be observed

on Thursday, September 14, when
the town will partner with Athleta
and the Boys and Girls Club. Any-
one who brings a backpack for the
Boys and Girls Club will receive 25
percent off at Athleta. There also
will be a book signing for Laurie
Gelman’s book, “Class Mom,” to
support the Town Bookstore.

Additionally, those who mention
“Bestfield” at Patricia & Paul Arti-
sans of Fine Oils and Balsamics,
Woof Gang Bakery and Grooming
or Club Pilates Westfield will re-
ceive special discounts for the month
of August.

In other business, it was revealed
that the road paving program includes
24 roads and is well underway. Most
of the roads will be completed in
September and October, but school
roads will be completed sooner.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Garwood Discusses Potential
Sale of Public Works Yard

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Tuesday’s bor-
ough council meeting, Councilwoman
Jen Blumenstock informed residents
the “Senior Focus” grants will be
utilized to repair the Garwood Fire
Department roof. The project will go
out for open bidding to secure numer-
ous project estimates.

The grants are designed to support
the well-being, safety and quality of
life for senior adults in Union County;
“Senior Focus” funding may be used
for repairs and rehabilitation of se-
nior center facilities or equipment for

the centers. The Garwood Seniors
Club hosts their meetings at the fire
department.

“This will be the third roof repair
over many years for our fire depart-
ment building. We received varying
estimates, some more than the grant
covers. We will go to public bid. A
trusted contractor will be chosen who
can finish the project for a reasonable
price,” Councilwoman Blumenstock
said.

In other business, Councilman
Louis Petruzzelli proposed for dis-
cussion to sell the Department of
Public Works yard on South Avenue,
netting the borough a profit. The profit
would be reassigned to developing a
low-cost structure at the recycling
yard for the storage of borough equip-
ment. Currently, the South Avenue
location stores borough vehicles in a
parking lot with no pavement or struc-
ture protecting the equipment.

“Our borough plans to invest in
more expensive utility equipment. In
my professional experience, equip-
ment sitting on soil rots from the
ground up. Even equipment being
utilized not protected by a garage
withers or breaks faster,” Council-
man Petruzzelli said.

Councilman Petruzzelli, who is not

seeking re-election, said his ideas are
to help Garwood save money long-
term, providing more services to its
residents cost efficiently.

Borough resident Bruce Paterson
provided a suggestion on how to pro-
tect the equipment with “simplicity.”

“Perhaps, paving the lot would be a
quicker and affordable solution.
Therefore, the borough would not
have to sell the property. The equip-
ment would not rot or be exposed as
much,” Mr. Paterson said.

Mayor Charles Lombardo and the
council discussed moving away from
hard copy paper records, with the
mayor and council members each
provided with a tablet. Tablets could
reduce waste, costs, and help with
retaining records.

“I am not opposed to the idea. Let’s
take a look at a cost comparison to
purchasing the tablets and how much
the borough can save on wasted physi-
cal materials,” Councilman Joseph
Sarno said.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro and
Councilwoman Sara Todisco both
stated they were more old school and
prefer the current method at first opin-
ion.

Councilman Sarno said the council
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TOP OF THE GOP TICKET...Republican candidate for governor Kim Guadagno,
second from right, and her running mate for lieutenant governor, Carlos Rendo,
center, attend the Union County Republican Committee barbecue held Monday
night at the home of Union County GOP Chairman Glenn Mortimer in Mountain-
side.  They are pictured with, from left to right, Senator Tom Kean, Jr.,
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz and Mr. Mortimer.


