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Opponents, Proponents
Again Clash Over Trails

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board once again last
Thursday heard from proponents and
opponents of adding mountain bike
trails in the Watchung Reservation
after a 20-year absence.

The board announced earlier this
month that a resolution opposing a
plan that includes the 13.5 miles of
new trails specifically for mountain
bikes had been pulled from the April
20 agenda after the April 13 meeting

was cancelled due to a water main
break in the area. Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli said at his
borough’s April 18 council meeting
that the freeholders were to act on the
resolution at the Thursday, May 18
meeting, but a call by this newspaper
to a county spokesman found that no
conclusion had been set for action on
the resolution.

In a letter to Freeholder Chairman
Bruce Bergen dated April 12, the
mayor asked the freeholders to “con-
sider our concerns before reaching
your decision about these trails.”
Among Mountainside’s concerns are
additional costs incurred from moun-
tain bikers due to increased police,
fire and rescue squad services, in-
creased traffic in the reservation from
the new trails, and that one of the
paths “crosses county roads as well as
the existing hiking and horse trails
which could be hazardous to all us-
ers.” He also said the proposed trail
comes within 50 feet of some resi-
dences.

While no explanation was given on
why the resolution was pulled from
the freeholders’ agenda, among is-
sues the board went into executive
session to discuss on April 20 was
“privileged communications and dis-
cussions relative to potential litiga-
tion, violations of law and potential
contract negotiations with CME rela-

tive to issues relating to the trail mas-
ter plan,” as stated on the agenda.
CME Associates is the engineering
firm hired by the county to draw up
the trails plan.

At last week’s freeholder meeting,
Jamie Meiselman of Westfield, the
co-leader of the Union County Chap-
ter of the Jersey Off Road Bicycle
Association (JORBA), requested a
meeting of all “stakeholders” of the
new trails issue to “work out a re-
sponsible, fair solution” for the new
trails.

He said the resolution to eliminate
the mountain bike trails from the
county’s trails master plan, “gave the
mountain bike community a collec-
tive heart attack.”

“The mountain biker community
remains greatly concerned of why
this last minute resolution was intro-
duced at all. Since no explanation
was given, I can only assume the
resolution was a response to the con-
troversy this issue has created,” Mr.
Meiselman told the board.

He described opponents of the trails
as a “relatively small but vocal mi-
nority of people opposed to respon-
sible bike trails in the reservation.”

Mr. Meiselman said he has a peti-
tion signed by 1,000 people in sup-
port of the new trails which he handed
over to the freeholder clerk.

DWC Promotes Girls Day
And Night Out Event

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC)
board, the management entity of the
Special Improvement District (SID),
discussed the Girls Day and Night
Out event at its monthly meeting on
Monday.

The 10th annual event, to be held
on Thursday, May 11, in downtown
Westfield, is an expanded dining
and shopping experience held all
day in town. The hours will now
vary with the hours of the busi-
nesses participating. Previous Girls’
Night Out events have been held
from 5 to 9 p.m.

During the meeting, DWC Ex-
ecutive Director Sherry Cronin ex-
plained the new format with ex-
panded hours using the example of
a bagel shop remaining open until 9
p.m. when there is less demand for
breakfast food. To continue with
the example, the bagel shop will
maintain regular business hours on
May 11 and offer any Girls’ Day and
Night Out discounts or promotions
at that time.

“We expanded it because we re-
ceived feedback from our businesses
and attendees,” Ms. Cronin stated.
“Some businesses get more custom-
ers during the day and some ladies
could attend if it were held during
the day. In addition, for all that is
offered in those typical four-hour
timeframes, it is hard to make it to
all the stores and shops that night.”

Ms. Cronin stated there are over
30 businesses currently registered
to participate in the event by offer-
ing discounts, giveaways and other
such promotions, and she antici-
pates that more than 90 businesses
will be involved in some form.

Ms. Cronin also stated over 1,400
participants have pre-registered for
the event and she anticipates there
will be over 2,000 total participants.
The first 1,500 registrants for the
event online will receive a free gift
from the DWC and parking in the
downtown area will be complimen-
tary for the day.

Ms. Cronin stated that one of the
goals of the event is “to encourage
residents to shop locally and sup-
port their downtown.” She added

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DON’T GIVE AWAY OUR POWER...Cranford resident and former planning
board member Rita LaBrutto (at podium) addresses the planning board last
Thursday regarding 215 and 235 Birchwood Avenue, property aquired by the
township. Seated to her right are planner Kristin  Russell and attorney Wanda
Chin, who are both representing the township.The board voted to designate the
property as a non-condemnation area in need of redevelopment.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SHOWING OFF FOR THE CAMERA...Players on one of the Westfield Baseball League teams march in Saturday’s
traditional opening day parade.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING GRETA...The annual Greta’s Run was held Saturday. The
annual event is in memory of Greta Schoenemann, a Westfield High School
freshman who died from injuries sustained on the first anniversary of 9/11, when
a tree fell on her during lunch. All proceeds benefit people with special and
adaptive needs.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A JOB WELL DONE...Golf course designer Rees Jones, center, shares a laugh
during Saturday’s rededication of the Echo Lake Country Club golf course in
Westfield marking the completetion of its renovation. Mr. Jones redesigned the
Echo Lake course.

WESTFIELD
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GW Story on Website
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Borough Council meeting story from
Tuesday, April 20, will be published
on goleader.com and will be in the
printed newspaper in the Thursday,
May 4 issue.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Dolan Cautions On How Mags.
Rank High Schools Like Westfield

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Magazine
rankings of schools should be treated
with caution as the information on
which they are based does not always
add up, said Westfield Superinten-
dent Margaret Dolan, Ed.d., at this
week’s board of education meeting.

Superintendent Dolan said there
had been over a dozen rankings pub-
lished during the current school year
in different magazines all using dif-
ferent criteria to judge schools.

A recent US News ranking did not

include Westfield in its highest-ranked
schools despite the fact that it is al-
ways among the top-performing
schools in the area and in the state.

Ms. Dolan said that rankings often
used SAT/ACT scores, where
Westfield always performed well, or
the fact that 97 percent of the town’s
students go on to further education.

However, the US News ranking had
started with PARCC (Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers) test results which were,
Ms. Dolan said: “at best a moving
target.”

She explained that, as they were
optional and a politically-sensitive
issue, some students had chosen to
write their favorite song lyrics in the
first year of the test rather than taking
the tests seriously.

Participation in the tests varied from
town to town with just 50 percent of
Westfield students choosing to take
the tests last year. The future of the
PARCC test is already being discussed
in Trenton.

The newest addition to the
Westfield teaching staff spoke highly
of the district as he was welcomed by
the board. Enrique Pincay, newly-
appointed supervisor of world Lan-
guages, said: “Every trip that I took
here, I learned more and more about
Westfield and I realized I was in the
presence of educational leaders that
went above and beyond to make
Westfield students the best they can
be.”

Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan, presenting the 2017-2018
budget for approval, showed the most
recent information on spending that
showed Westfield spent $13,434 on
each pupil.

This compared favorably with the
state average of $14,736 and towns
such as Cranford, Summit and Berke-
ley Heights who all spent more. Scotch
Plains, Chatham and New Providence
were the only comparable towns in
the area who spent less.

Ms. Sullivan said state aid to
Westfield had remained static even as
the number of pupils increased. It
now represented just 3.5 percent of
the town’s education budget com-
pared to 8.3 percent in the 1991-1992
school year.

The budget, which will see $248
added to each tax bill, was approved
unanimously by the board.

The town will continue to invest in

Committee OKs Budget
With $22.7-Mil. Tax Levy
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday adopted its
municipal budget, by a 5-to-0 tally,
with a municipal tax levy for 2017 of
$22,731,187, representing a 1.18-per-
cent increase over the 2016 tax levy.
The average assessed home of
$182,678 will see a $34 increase in
taxes this year.

According to a tax breakdown, the
municipal library is $1.4 million, the
local school district is $55.5 million,
the county is estimated at $21.4 mil-
lion, and the county open space tax is
estimated at $626,763, putting the
total estimated amount to be raised by
taxes in Cranford at $101,598,524.

The municipal debt service for 2017
is $4.8 million, with total municipal
general appropriations at $37.9 mil-
lion. The swimming pool utility bud-
get shows an anticipated revenue of
$1.75 million.

Commissioner Andis Kalnins noted
with the 2017 municipal budget that
there were “significant increases” in
debt service and insurance. He also
observed that the state had made no
requests for changes to the budget.

The police salaries and wages bud-
get for 2017 is $5,888,286, down
from $5,997,286 in 2016. Commis-
sioner Mary O’Connor said before
voting for the budget that the munici-
pal spending plan does not include
two positions within the police de-
partment.

“I have really struggled with this

budget...it does reduce the police force
by one promised position and one
retirement fill...I am against that re-
duction in force,” she said.

“Cranford is changing and
growing…we have added over 300
residences, Birchwood will add an-
other 225, and other projects are be-
ing proposed. More people, more traf-
fic, more emergency calls. We need a
fully-staffed police department,” Ms.
O’Connor said.

Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. re-
sponded that, “There have been no
police patrol functions that have been
compromised...I personally feel we
have the complement of individuals
to satisfy the public safety of Cran-
ford.”

The capital budget also was intro-
duced, by a 4-to-1 committee vote,
with a bond ordinance amounting to
$3,988,500 to pay the cost thereof.
Commissioner Kalnins voted against
the capital budget.

“My recommendation was to spend
about $3.4 million, which is about
what we spent last year...I think there
are tougher choices that could be
made,” Mr. Kalnins said.

The capital budget includes resur-
facing of various roads, a new traffic
light on Alden Street and North Union
Avenue, and improvements to vari-
ous dams in the township; Depart-
ment of Public Works equipment; fire
department ambulance and equip-
ment; police department rescue boat
and other equipment; a computer
server; improvements to Johnson
Park; sidewalk pavers and street lights
downtown, and TV-35 upgrades.

The township is going to request
bids to replace all of the older street
lamps downtown. Costs for the more
than 300 lamps are estimated between
$800 and $1,900 per lamp, depend-
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CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYSCIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

The Laser Dental Group P.C.

 301 Lenox Avenue           1205 Coolidge Avenue
 Westfield, NJ 07090 Union, NJ 07083
 908-232-2136 908-686-2080

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com

Digital Dental Radiography has been around since the late 1980’s.  When compared to
conventional x-rays, digital x-rays have many benefits.

According to the National Council on Radiation Protection, we are all exposed to back-
ground radiation on average about 300 mrem per year. (A unit of radiation is measured in
rem, and there are 1000 millirem per rem).

So what is considered a safe level of radiation?  According to the US Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, there is no current data that confirms the occurrence of cancer at radiation
levels below 10,000 mrems. Safe yearly full body occupational exposure levels established
by the EPA are 5000 mrem per adult and 500 mrem per minor above the background
radiation levels.

So how much exposure are you really getting from digital x-rays?

In light of this information, forgoing dental x-rays is ill-advised.  Waiting until one has pain
before consenting for a radiographic examination, more often than not, results in the need
for a much more costly procedure than had the problem been diagnosed sooner.  So help
yourself.  Allow your dentist to take radiographs and be your dental health professional.

Given these numbers, one can see that digital dental x-rays are very safe and expose you
to less radiation than just breathing and well below the limits established by the EPA.

They are more environmentally friendly, as there are no toxic chemicals to
dispose of and they produce no waste.
It provides instant imaging.  There is no developing process which saves time
for both the patient and health professional.
The digital images can be shared more easily with another health professional,
saving the patients time and money in the form of duplication charges.
Storage, organization, stability and ease of chronological comparisons of past
radiographs are also great advantages of digitalization.
The most important feature of digital radiography is the significant 80 – 90%
reduction of radiation required to produce an image.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

228 mrem breathing
28 mrem eating and drinking food
30 mrem cosmic radiation
25 mrem airport x-ray
21 mrem the ground and surrounding buildings
10 mrem cooking with natural gas
2 mrem sleeping next to someone

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

0.4 mrem one digital dental radiograph
1.6 mrem check-up (4 bitewings)
7 mrem  complete full mouth series of 18 digital x-rays (taken once every 3-5 years)
1.5 mrems A panoramic radiograph.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Digital Dental Radiography

Peter Louie, D.M.D.
General  Dentistry

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

Celebrating Our Third Anniversary

Storewide Sale • 30% Off

May 1st to May 13th

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm • Thursday: 10am to 7pm

Saturday: 10am to 5pm • Sunday: Closed
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CF Council

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
OPENING DAY...The Westfield Baseball League held their opening day parade
and  ceremonies Saturday morning. The parade began at Mindowaskin Park
enroute to Gumbert Field.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A BETTER ECHO LAKE  COURSE...Golf course designer Rees Jones Rees
Jones speaks at Saturday’s rededication ceremony at Echo Lake Country Club
golf course in Westfield.

Cranford School Board
Approves $65-Mil. Budget
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of educa-
tion on Monday night approved a $65-
million budget for the 2017-2018 school
year, which will result in a $270 tax
increase on the average Cranford home
assessed at $181,000.

Total student enrollment is projected
to be 3,905 students in 2017-2018, al-
most the same as the current school year.

“Cranford student enrollment, which
historically has slightly increased 1 to 2
percent every year, has leveled off over
the last few years,” District Business
Administrator Robert J. Carfagno said.

The 2017-2018 budget realized a $1.3-
million increase compared to the 2016-
2017 revised budget, excluding state
and federal aid. The budget has three
major sub-sections: the general fund,
special revenue, and debt service. The
general fund will be allocated $62 mil-
lion, with $1.2 million to fund special
revenue and $1.2 million to finance debt
service.

Budget funding is accomplished by
local taxes levied, state aid and federal
aid. During a budget presentation it was
reported that 87 percent, or $55.2 mil-
lion, is to be financed by local tax levy;
tuition revenue will fund $3.7 million,
or 6 percent, of the spending plan, and
state aid represents $2.8 million, or 4
percent of budget revenue.

“State aid will remain the same amount
as in 2016. Flat state funding does not
help us accomplish our goals to keep our
district successful,” which is one reason
why people move to Cranford, Mr.
Carfagno said. Federal aid accounts for
2 percent of budget revenue, or just over
$1 million.

Non-discretionary items compose 92
percent of the general fund. Items in-
clude employee salaries and benefits,
special-education requirements, student
transportation costs, and school build-
ing energy costs. Special-education re-
quirements cost $13.7 million, transpor-
tation and energy costs are $2.3 million,
with student support services and direct
instructional services accounting for the
remainder of general fund expenses.

“As a district we must never disem-
bark from our respect for personalized
and innovative education. The most im-
portant fundamental is the student get-
ting excited to enter the classroom,” said
Interim Superintendent of Schools
Marilyn Birnbaum, Ed.D. The 2017-
2018 budget will include curriculum
enhancements such as new updated
course work in the World Language,
English and Language Arts Departments,
emphasis on college readiness and ca-
reer readiness. Employee-focused pro-
fessional development is not unac-
counted for in the budget. Programs
such as Future Ready Schools, Personal
Learning Cohorts, Mathematics: Envi-
sion and Differentiation, and Reading
Writing Workshop “Lab Sites” will be

included in the 2017-2018 school bud-
get.

“The bandwidth enhancements for
WIFI and the increase in computers made
PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of
Readiness for College and Careers) test-
ing so much easier and less stressful. As
a student body we are very apprecia-
tive,” said board student representative
Hunter Brogan.

Technology enhancements and up-
grades are a continued focus in the 2017-
2018 budget. The district will continue
to upgrade bandwidth or Internet speed.
Computer purchases for each school and
an ongoing assessment of the technol-
ogy program, including current hard-
ware and software inventory, will be
conducted in 2017.

All schools within the district will
undergo paving repairs. Building secu-
rity and upgrades also will be continued
and the middle schools and high school
will have their gymnasium floors sanded
and refinished. As needed, concrete re-
pairs will be made including step ways
and walkways. Classroom and tile abate-
ment, as well as reinstallation, are ad-
dressed in budget operational expense
fund line items.

that “businesses cannot survive with-
out it.”

In other news, the board approved
grants to two businesses in the down-
town area. As part of its mandate, the
DWC regularly provides grants to busi-
nesses that improve the exterior façades
of their buildings or signage.

The board first approved a grant for
Westfield Health and Rehabilitation,
an acupuncture, chiropractic and physi-
cal therapy clinic that will be expand-
ing. The clinic is located at 222 North
Avenue West.

The second grant was awarded to AR
Workshop, a “do-it-yourself” boutique.
The new business will be located at 226
North Avenue West.

During the liaison reports portion of
the meeting, Westfield’s Town Council
representative to the DWC, Sam Della
Fera, provided a brief update on
Westfield’s Downtown Task Force,
which was created in part to encourage
more businesses coming to Westfield.

“We’re moving forward as a council
to implement a number of the short
changes or recommendations and work-
ing on the medium-term and longer-
term recommendations,” stated Mr.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Girls Night Out
Della Fera. The councilman stated at a
prior meeting that “short-term” changes
would be implemented over the course
of this year, “middle-term” changes
would be completed in a year or two
and “long-term” changes would be re-
alized in the next three to five years.

Mr. Della Fera also reported that the
DWC’s 2017 budget of $409,757 was
officially approved by the town coun-
cil.

The DWC’s next board of directors
meeting open to the general public is
scheduled for Monday, May 22, at 7:30
p.m. The DWC office is located on the
basement level of 105 Elm Street.

ing on the style, Township Administrator
Terence Wall said.

The Special Improvement District bud-
get also was adopted at $177,292.

A resolution designating the
Birchwood Avenue Study Area as an area
in need of redevelopment was passed 4-
to-0, with Deputy Mayor Patrick Giblin
abstaining his vote. Mr. Giblin voted
against the $18-million purchase of 215-
235 Birchwood Avenue from developer
S. Hekemian Group, and half a million in
costs attributed to the sale, late last year.

“Debt cost has gone up considerably to
the town. That is something we had con-
trol over. At the end of 2016 we made a
decision to purchase and in February
issue over $18 million worth of bonds to
finance this project, which has a direct
impact on our financing costs…I do want
to see the property sold. I have concerns
about the potential PILOT (Payment In
Lieu of Taxes) the developer may get,”
Mr. Giblin said.

“I think this gives us flexibility in any
negotiations with a developer,” Mr.
Kalnins said.

Bulky waste pickup is not to be avail-
able this spring. The township received
one bid from Waste Management. Waste
Management submitted a bid at $350 per
permit, based on 525 households pur-
chasing the permit. In the bid specifica-
tion, the township said it has offered
bulky waste pickup yearly since 1991 at
a cost of $95 per permit, but shows a
steady decline of purchased permits since
2009, from 652 to 472 in 2015, a 27-
percent decline. The Department of Pub-
lic Works is “working with other local
municipalities to find solutions to this
problem.”

The township hired Harbor Consult-
ants of Cranford to provide planning ser-
vices for the township at a cost not to
exceed $42,000.

In executive session at Monday’s com-
mittee workshop session, officials dis-
cussed planning services for the MDTV
property on North Avenue. They also met
to discuss property on Birchwood Av-
enue, legal matters, and personnel in the
fire department and other departments.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien of
Maser Consulting gave his report to the
committee Monday night. The basketball
court at Lincoln Park was paved, drain-
age was completed, and the poles have
been installed. Basketball nets will go in

soon. Once the asphalt cures, which takes
30 days, the color coat will be applied.
There is a “good chance” it will be ready
for use by Memorial Day weekend, Com-
missioner Ann Dooley said.

The committee agreed to sign a shared-
service agreement with Kenilworth to
pave a portion of Orange Avenue where
Kenilworth and Cranford each own half
the roadway. The agreement would save
the township $4,000, Mr. O’Brien said.

“Their price with their contractor is
very favorable,” said Mr. O’Brien, stat-
ing the contract was for $45 a ton for the
asphalt, compared to $65 to $75 a ton that
Mr. O’Brien has said he has seen in recent
bids elsewhere.

Township officials are to meet with
Summit officials to discuss a ride share
initiative that Summit recently signed
with Uber to provide low-cost rides to
Summit commuters to and from the Sum-
mit Train Station. Summit’s six-month
pilot program was expanded this month,
according to its website, after 30 parking
spaces had opened up, with the hope to
have 100 spaces freed up for residents or
employees.

“It is subsidized by the town,” Com-
missioner O’Connor said at the work-
shop session Monday. “They did it to not
build a garage.”

“Do we actually have a shopper park-
ing shortage, because that was one of
their problems,” she said.

The Cranford Soccer Club (CSC) is
requesting that the township sign a five-
year lease agreement, with a renewal op-
tion, for the new turf field. The CSC
currently has a lease agreement with the
board of education, but is “looking for a
backstop” since the board of education
makeup could change, Mayor Hannen
said.

Diane Dabulas, the previous township
attorney, had told municipal officials
“there is no downside with the township”
signing this agreement, Mayor Hannen
said. Township Attorney Ryan Cooper
asked the committee to have Ms. Dabulas
look it over because he previously was a
board of education member.

It was revealed that the boarded-up
home covered in graffiti at the end of Park
Drive off of Nomahegan Park has a change
of ownership and a potential to be rebuilt.

“Today we received confirmation that
112 Park Drive has been sold by the
bank,” Commissioner Dooley said at
Monday’s meeting. “An application has
already been filed with the zoning depart-
ment for a subdivision application...for
two single-family units on it.”

“The common goal we all share is a
healthy, sustainable trail network and eco
system at Watchung Reservation,” Mr.
Meiselman said.

He proposed a new trail map with 300-
foot buffers from the nearest Scotch Plains
property, 500-foot buffers from the near-
est Mountainside properties along Saddle
Brook Road, and that “completely elimi-
nates the proposed trail north of Route
78” near Summit properties on Oak Ridge
Avenue.

Charles Weltner of Plainfield, an op-
ponent of the trails, said “a compromise
won’t work,” saying mountain bikers also
will use hiking and equestrian trails in the
Watchung Reservation, causing poten-
tial injuries to others including children.

Mr. Weltner said he has been told that
the county police are on their third set of
“no mountain biking” signs in the reser-
vation. He also said the county would be
liable for any injuries due to accidents
occurring from mountain bikers not us-
ing the proper trails.

Troy Doll of Mountainside, a propo-
nent of the new trails, said he does not
know of anyone in the borough who has
supported Mayor Mirabelli’s comments
to the freeholders.

“The majority of people in Mountain-
side want this,” Mr. Doll said. “Most of
us want to be able to have a place where
we can go locally” for mountain biking.

“This isn’t some dangerous activity.
This is riding a bike on a trail,” he said.

Suzanne Streeter of Mountainside, an
opponent of the biking trails, said she has
spoken to “hundreds” of people “and
they are against these trails.” She ques-
tioned the potential harm the bikers will
do to the wildlife, flora and overall envi-
ronment of the reservation.

“When will we be assured that experts
have looked at this plan and really thought
of what it really means?” Ms. Streeter
asked.

Margaret Southwell of Fanwood, re-
cipient of an “environmental hero award”
from Union County in 2016, expressed
her concerns of damage the bikers will do
to the reservation’s soil. She said the plan
would likely do harm to some 27 miles of
the reservation’s environment as the sides
of the 13.5 miles of trails and damage
from machinery to build the trails must be
factored as well.

Summit resident Eric Moberg, a pro-
ponent of the trails, said his parents live
in Mountainside and their property abuts
the reservation yet they support the new
trails. A mountain biker, he said the con-
cerns of opponents are “not borne out by
reality.”

In other business, the freeholders ap-
proved a resolution to award Union
County History Grants totaling $22,000
to 15 recipients. In addition, $40,000 was
added to a contract with Groundwork
Elizabeth to administer the Union County
Means Green Community Garden Grants
program for a new total of $90,000.

The freeholders also will vote tonight,
April 27, to adopt the county budget
following a public hearing. The budget,
introduced March 23, totals $506.7 mil-
lion, of which $354.7 million is to be
raised in taxes, a $9.5-million increase
over 2016.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Trails
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WF BOE
technology and Master Technology
Teachers Jeanine Gottko and Adam Pizzi
were at the meeting to explain how
Westfield students were and will con-
tinue to be well-prepared to deal with
new technology.

They explained that Westfield schools
had been using technology to enhance
education for several years and were now
moving on to more advanced levels which
had already seen many fifth graders cre-
ating their own websites.

Ms. Dolan asked for a moment’s si-
lence at the beginning of the meeting to
remember Ted Kozlik, formerly assistant
superintendent of Westfield schools, who
died last week.

She also announced that the following
staff members would be retiring at the
end of this school year: Dona Panagos,
who has taught math in Westfield for 40
years at Westfield High School and both
Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
Schools; Daria Bonavita, an elementary
school librarian for 24 years, mostly at
Jefferson School; Jerzy Romaniecki, who
has worked as a custodian at Tamaques
School, the high school and Edison for 17
years; and Trish Cheek, who has been in
the district since 1999, working as a sec-
retary in the Offices of Business, Fine
Arts and Special Education and also at
Wilson and Franklin Schools.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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SP-F BOE to Vote Tonight
On Adoption of $95-Mil. Budget

Board Will Look At LED
Signs In New Ordinance

Opponents, Proponents
Again Clash Over Trails

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) discussed the 2017-2018
school budget Thursday night. The
$95,027,986 budget has been ap-
proved by the executive county su-
perintendent of schools and is ready
for approval by the district.

The breakdown of the budget is
as follows: general fund budget,
$91,135,521; general fund budget
local tax levy, $86,626,357; special
revenue fund, $2,425,415; debt ser-
vice fund, $1,467,050; debt service
budget local tax levy, $1,467,050;
total general and debt levy,

$88,093,407, with a total budget
cost of $95,027,986.

Provided the budget is passed,
the tax payment for Scotch Plains is
anticipated to be approximately $5
million per month, totaling
$68,349,592 with $67,211,343 go-
ing towards the general fund and
$1,138,249 towards debt service.

The tax payment to Fanwood is
anticipated to be approximately $1
million per month, totaling
$19,743,815 with $19,415,014 go-
ing towards the general fund and
$328,801 going towards debt ser-
vice.

The board will ask for approval
to adopt the school budget at its

meeting tonight, April 27.
In other business news, a motion

to accept a bid from Environmental
Remediation and Management, Inc.
for asbestos tile removal was ap-
proved. The bid includes plans, bid
specifications and project manage-
ment which includes air quality test-
ing for each of the various schools.
The project will be completed over
the summer.

Asbestos will be removed from
the Coles Elementary School boiler
room at a cost of $12,556, from the
Terrill Middle School music room
ceiling at a cost of $13,493, from
the Terrill Middle School tile floor
(first floor) at a cost of $44,885 and
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School tile floor (first floor) at
a cost of $19,781.

The total cost of asbestos tile re-
moval is anticipated to be $90,715
and the funds will be taken from the
2016-2017 operating budget.

Two other motions were put be-
fore the board and are expected to
be voted on at tonight’s meeting.

The board moved to approve side-
walk and curb repairs for Brunner
Elementary School, Evergreen El-
ementary School and the adminis-
trative offices, School One Elemen-
tary School and Terrill Middle
School.

The board also moved to approve
a paving project at Park Middle
School, School One Elementary
School, the BOE parking lot,
Brunner Elementary School, Terrill
Middle School and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS).

Scotch Plains resident Len
Zanowicz, who described himself
as a retired “teacher, coach and ath-
letic director” for 41 years in the
district, stood and addressed the
board with concerns over the Rob-
ert Adams Memorial.

The memorial, a wall in the shape

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board hopes to develop some
standards for businesses, schools and
churches seeking to have LED signs
outside of their buildings and for-
ward those recommendations to the
township council for incorporation in
a new sign ordinance.

At the board’s brief meeting on
Monday, member Robert LaCosta,
the township’s zoning officer, said he
had been contacted by representa-
tives from the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) about upgrading their
present hand-changed informational
sign outside their Martine Avenue
facility. But they first wanted guid-
ance on how the township govern-
ment is proceeding in enacting a new
sign ordinance and how LED signs
would be treated. Mr. LaCosta also
said the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education and Union Catho-
lic High School have been in touch
with his office about the issue of LED
signs.

Deputy Mayor Llewellyn Jones
briefly recapped the council’s delib-
erations last year on a sign ordinance,
which was eventually tabled due to
lack of adequate support. Mr. Jones
said he had not supported the 2016
ordinance because there were not
enough “geographic boundaries” in-
cluded in the proposal. He said he did
not want to see “over-intensification”
of LED signs — pointing to the LED
sign outside the municipal building
as an example — in residential neigh-
borhoods where schools and churches
are often located.

Board Chairman Joseph Doyle said
the board’s issues and objectives com-
mittee will look into the matter and

advise the council on potential ways
to proceed.

In other land-use matters, the zon-
ing board of adjustment next Thurs-
day, May 4, will continue a hearing
on an application by New Cingular
Wireless to reinstall 12 antennas on a
PSE&G tower situated near Judy
Lane. New Cingular’s temporary tow-
ers have been located at the Parker
Greenhouse site on Terrill Road and
on Raritan Road near the Ashbrook
Nursing Home. In January, the zon-
ing board approved the company’s
request to reinstall the Ashbrook an-
tennas on a PSE&G tower located
along Terrill Road, several hundred
feet from the nursing home and in the
same location as they had been prior
to PSE&G’s years-long refurbishment
of its transmission towers.

At the initial hearing in March on
the Judy Lane application, some 30
neighborhood residents turned out,
with several voicing complaints and
concerns about the antenna place-
ment. Brian Pazden, a PSE&G engi-
neer, said on March 2 that the tower
where the antennas will be placed is
about 250 feet from the nearest home.
And PSE&G attorney Christopher
Quinn said then that the number of
antennas would be the same as were
atop the old transmission towers.

Residents aired concerns about
the effects of the antennas on the
value of their properties as well as
potentially on the health of their
families and children, although stud-
ies were cited showing that any
emissions from the facility fall be-
low state and federal standards. A
small equipment building also will
be built at the site and be surrounded
by a seven-foot-high fence, and Mr.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board once again last
Thursday heard from proponents
and opponents of adding mountain
bike trails in the Watchung Reser-
vation after a 20-year absence.

The board announced earlier this
month that a resolution opposing a
plan that includes the 13.5 miles of
new trails specifically for mountain
bikes had been pulled from the April
20 agenda after the April 13 meet-
ing was cancelled due to a water
main break in the area. Mountain-

side Mayor Paul Mirabelli said at
his borough’s April 18 council meet-
ing that the freeholders were to act
on the resolution at the Thursday,
May 18 meeting, but a call by this
newspaper to a county spokesman
found that no conclusion had been
set for action on the resolution.

In a letter to Freeholder Chair-
man Bruce Bergen dated April 12,
the mayor asked the freeholders to
“consider our concerns before
reaching your decision about these
trails.” Among Mountainside’s con-
cerns are additional costs incurred
from mountain bikers due to in-
creased police, fire and rescue squad
services, increased traffic in the res-
ervation from the new trails, and
that one of the paths “crosses county
roads as well as the existing hiking
and horse trails which could be haz-
ardous to all users.” He also said the
proposed trail comes within 50 feet
of some residences.

While no explanation was given
on why the resolution was pulled
from the freeholders’ agenda, among
issues the board went into execu-
tive session to discuss on April 20
was “privileged communications
and discussions relative to poten-
tial litigation, violations of law and
potential contract negotiations with
CME relative to issues relating to
the trail master plan,” as stated on

the agenda. CME Associates is the
engineering firm hired by the county
to draw up the trails plan.

At last week’s freeholder meet-
ing, Jamie Meiselman of Westfield,
the co-leader of the Union County
Chapter of the Jersey Off Road Bi-
cycle Association (JORBA), re-
quested a meeting of all “stakehold-
ers” of the new trails issue to “work
out a responsible, fair solution” for
the new trails.

He said the resolution to elimi-
nate the mountain bike trails from
the county’s trails master plan, “gave
the mountain bike community a col-
lective heart attack.”

“The mountain biker community
remains greatly concerned of why
this last minute resolution was in-
troduced at all. Since no explana-
tion was given, I can only assume
the resolution was a response to the
controversy this issue has created,”
Mr. Meiselman told the board.

He described opponents of the
trails as a “relatively small but vo-
cal minority of people opposed to
responsible bike trails in the reser-
vation.”

Mr. Meiselman said he has a pe-
tition signed by 1,000 people in
support of the new trails which he
handed over to the freeholder clerk.

“The common goal we all share is

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TALENTED MUSICIANS...Several bands from neighboring high schools took
part in last Friday's Moonglowers Jazz Festival at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DON’T GIVE UP YOUR DAY JOB...Township Manager Al Mirabella tries his
artistic hand at rock-painting at last Saturday's Earth Day event at Alan Augus-
tine Village Green in Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLANT A TREE...The environmental commission gave away free tree seedlings at last Saturday's Earth Day event at Alan
Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
CLEANING UP “THE BROOK’’...Fanwood Department of Public Works em-
ployee Ken Blom assists with cleanup of the area known as “the brook,” at the dead
end of Cecilia Place, during Saturday’s Community Cleanup Day, an annual event
coinciding with Earth Day.
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Fanwood Rec. Commission
Discusses Various Activities

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch-Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough rec-
reation commission reviewed mul-
tiple activities open to the commu-
nity during its meeting Tuesday
evening.

The commission will host a train-
ing wheel toss on Sunday, May 7,
between 1 and 4 p.m., in the parking
lot of Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools, located at 1776
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains.

The event helps parents who want
to teach their children how to ride a
bicycle. Participants must pre-reg-
ister at fanwoodrecreation.org; 61
out of 70 spots have been filled. A
rain date is scheduled for the same
time on Sunday, May 21.

Party in the Park will be held
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
June 27. “I am excited to choose
another great movie to be shown;
the event is filled with challenge
courses, music, food, and other well-
appreciated activities,” Recreation
Director Bob Budiansky said. A sub-
committee will meet in upcoming

weeks to plan the event specifics
such as what children’s film will be
shown, what particular activities
will take place and an event theme.

Tweens & Teens Travel Camp is
sold out for all three weeks. The
Summer Park program morning ses-
sion is 81 percent filled and the
afternoon session is 48 percent
filled. Thirty-three other summer
programs available to Fanwood
youth are posted on the website at
fanwoodrecreation.org. The pro-
grams are sport- and interest-spe-
cific. Program enrollment is ex-
pected to generate revenue of
$130,000 for the recreation com-
mission budget. Proceeds finance
camp-specific expenses and other
community events.

La Grande Tennis courts will have
minor repair work on their surfaces
in upcoming weeks. The Forest
Road Park Skate Park privacy hedge
will be installed on Friday. Minor
repairs and checkups will be con-
ducted on the skate surface to make
sure the project was completed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYSCIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

The Laser Dental Group P.C.

 301 Lenox Avenue           1205 Coolidge Avenue
 Westfield, NJ 07090 Union, NJ 07083
 908-232-2136 908-686-2080

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com

Digital Dental Radiography has been around since the late 1980’s.  When compared to
conventional x-rays, digital x-rays have many benefits.

According to the National Council on Radiation Protection, we are all exposed to back-
ground radiation on average about 300 mrem per year. (A unit of radiation is measured in
rem, and there are 1000 millirem per rem).

So what is considered a safe level of radiation?  According to the US Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, there is no current data that confirms the occurrence of cancer at radiation
levels below 10,000 mrems. Safe yearly full body occupational exposure levels established
by the EPA are 5000 mrem per adult and 500 mrem per minor above the background
radiation levels.

So how much exposure are you really getting from digital x-rays?

In light of this information, forgoing dental x-rays is ill-advised.  Waiting until one has pain
before consenting for a radiographic examination, more often than not, results in the need
for a much more costly procedure than had the problem been diagnosed sooner.  So help
yourself.  Allow your dentist to take radiographs and be your dental health professional.

Given these numbers, one can see that digital dental x-rays are very safe and expose you
to less radiation than just breathing and well below the limits established by the EPA.

They are more environmentally friendly, as there are no toxic chemicals to
dispose of and they produce no waste.
It provides instant imaging.  There is no developing process which saves time
for both the patient and health professional.
The digital images can be shared more easily with another health professional,
saving the patients time and money in the form of duplication charges.
Storage, organization, stability and ease of chronological comparisons of past
radiographs are also great advantages of digitalization.
The most important feature of digital radiography is the significant 80 – 90%
reduction of radiation required to produce an image.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

228 mrem breathing
28 mrem eating and drinking food
30 mrem cosmic radiation
25 mrem airport x-ray
21 mrem the ground and surrounding buildings
10 mrem cooking with natural gas
2 mrem sleeping next to someone

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

0.4 mrem one digital dental radiograph
1.6 mrem check-up (4 bitewings)
7 mrem  complete full mouth series of 18 digital x-rays (taken once every 3-5 years)
1.5 mrems A panoramic radiograph.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Digital Dental Radiography

Peter Louie, D.M.D.
General  Dentistry

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

Celebrating Our Third Anniversary

Storewide Sale • 30% Off

May 1st to May 13th

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm • Thursday: 10am to 7pm

Saturday: 10am to 5pm • Sunday: Closed
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SP-F BOE

Pazden estimated that a New
Cingular representative would visit
the site every four to six weeks to
perform maintenance.

of a semi-circle with gold lettering,
is located in front of the high school.
Mr. Zanowicz told the board the
memorial had been in the process of
being refurbished but to him, still
did not “look finished.”

“It’s a poor reflection on the
school and the system and espe-
cially as a tribute to Robert Adams,”
Mr. Zanowicz told the board, and
went on to request improvements
be made to “improve the looks of
the wall.”

Superintendent Margaret Hayes,
Ed.D, assured Mr. Zanowicz the
matter would be looked into.

When reached for comment by
The Scotch Plans-Fanwood Times,
SPFHS Principal David Heisey said
the memorial “is not in disrepair.”

“It is maintained,” he said. “It is
simply missing an ‘S’ in the letter-
ing and they have been unable to
replace the letter.”

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
PITCHING IN...Volunteers from the Lions Club and the Friends of the Fanwood
Library pause for a photo while cleaning up South Avenue during Saturday’s
Community Cleanup Day in Fanwood, an annual event coinciding with Earth
Day.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
COMMUNITY CLEANUP...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr welcomes volun-
teers at  the start of Saturday’s Community Cleanup Day at the Fanwood Train
station. The annual event coincides with Earth Day.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A JOB WELL DONE...Golf course designer Rees Jones, center, shares a laugh
during Saturday’s rededication of the Echo Lake Country Club golf course in
Westfield marking the completetion of its renovation. Mr. Jones redesigned the
Echo Lake course.

properly and is holding up suffi-
ciently.

“The Easter Egg Hunt appeared
to be well-received. My goal is for
every child to leave happy and with
a smile on his or her face. Perhaps
next year, as always, we will bring
more prizes. The turnout was sig-
nificant, which is great,” Commis-
sion member Bruce Zakarin said.
The recreation commission is plan-
ning a movie night for couples in
the park. A movie and date has not
been chosen, as the event is in the
initial planning stages.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Rec.

a healthy, sustainable trail network
and eco system at Watchung Reser-
vation,” Mr. Meiselman said.

He proposed a new trail map with
300-foot buffers from the nearest
Scotch Plains property, 500-foot
buffers from the nearest Mountain-
side properties along Saddle Brook
Road, and that “completely elimi-
nates the proposed trail north of
Route 78” near Summit properties
on Oak Ridge Avenue.

Charles Weltner of Plainfield, an
opponent of the trails, said “a com-
promise won’t work,” saying moun-
tain bikers also will use hiking and
equestrian trails in the Watchung
Reservation, causing potential in-
juries to others including children.

Mr. Weltner said he has been told
that the county police are on their
third set of “no mountain biking”
signs in the reservation. He also
said the county would be liable for
any injuries due to accidents occur-
ring from mountain bikers not using
the proper trails.

Troy Doll of Mountainside, a pro-
ponent of the new trails, said he
does not know of anyone in the
borough who has supported Mayor
Mirabelli’s comments to the free-
holders.

“The majority of people in Moun-
tainside want this,” Mr. Doll said.
“Most of us want to be able to have
a place where we can go locally” for
mountain biking.

“This isn’t some dangerous ac-
tivity. This is riding a bike on a
trail,” he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Trails Disputed
Suzanne Streeter of Mountain-

side, an opponent of the biking trails,
said she has spoken to “hundreds”
of people “and they are against these
trails.” She questioned the poten-
tial harm the bikers will do to the
wildlife, flora and overall environ-
ment of the reservation.

“When will we be assured that
experts have looked at this plan and
really thought of what it really
means?” Ms. Streeter asked.

Margaret Southwell of Fanwood,
recipient of an “environmental hero
award” from Union County in 2016,
expressed her concerns of damage
the bikers will do to the reservation’s
soil. She said the plan would likely
do harm to some 27 miles of the
reservation’s environment as the
sides of the 13.5 miles of trails and
damage from machinery to build
the trails must be factored as well.

Summit resident Eric Moberg, a
proponent of the trails, said his par-
ents live in Mountainside and their
property abuts the reservation yet
they support the new trails. A moun-
tain biker, he said the concerns of
opponents are “not borne out by
reality.”

In other business, the freeholders
approved a resolution to award
Union County History Grants total-
ing $22,000 to 15 recipients. In ad-
dition, $40,000 was added to a con-
tract with Groundwork Elizabeth to
administer the Union County Means
Green Community Garden Grants
program for a new total of $90,000.

The freeholders also will vote to-
night, April 27, to adopt the county
budget following a public hearing.
The budget, introduced March 23,
totals $506.7 million, of which
$354.7 million is to be raised in
taxes, a $9.5-million increase over
2016.

PTSO Raises $13,000
For A/C At WHS

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School (WHS) has officially been de-
clared “cool” after parents raised
$13,000 in three weeks to pay for air-
conditioning.

The school’s Parent Teacher Stu-
dent Organization (PTSO) launched
the fund-raising campaign in response
to complaints from students that over-
heated classrooms make it difficult to
work when the weather gets hot.

Officials said a tight education bud-
get has meant the board of education
was unable to provide air-conditioning
units for school throughout the district,
so PTSOs at all Westfield schools have
been raising money to buy units.

The board will pay for the increased
electricity costs, aided by the solar pan-
els that are being installed on the roofs
of some schools.

Around 40 percent of classrooms at
Westfield High School (WHS) were
without air-conditioning units but now
the district maintenance department will

be working to get as many units in-
stalled as possible before the warmer
months arrive.

WHS Principal Derrick Nelson was
excited to announce the news.

“It is with great enthusiasm that I
announce that the WHS Air Condi-
tioner Campaign has been an awesome
success,” he said. “I would like to thank
all of the Westfield community that
donated to this worthy cause.

“I would also like to especially
thank the WHS Parent Teacher Stu-
dent Organization for spearheading
this endeavor and making it your own.
Without your help, this would not
have happened at the lightning pace it
did. Through their efforts, WHS stu-
dents will be more comfortable dur-
ing the warmer months of the school
year which will, in turn, help to pro-
vide a better learning environment
for all,” Mr. Nelson said.

Donations for the air conditioning
were received from parents, alumni
and community members as well as
assistance from a local business.

DWC Promotes Girls Day
And Night Out Event

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) board,
the management entity of the Special
Improvement District (SID), dis-
cussed the Girls Day and Night Out
event at its monthly meeting on Mon-
day.

The 10th annual event, to be held
on Thursday, May 11, in downtown
Westfield, is an expanded dining and
shopping experience held all day in
town. The hours will now vary with
the hours of the businesses participat-
ing. Previous Girls’ Night Out events
have been held from 5 to 9 p.m.

During the meeting, DWC Execu-
tive Director Sherry Cronin explained
the new format with expanded hours
using the example of a bagel shop
remaining open until 9 p.m. when
there is less demand for breakfast
food. To continue with the example,
the bagel shop will maintain regular
business hours on May 11 and offer
any Girls’ Day and Night Out dis-
counts or promotions at that time.

“We expanded it because we re-
ceived feedback from our businesses
and attendees,” Ms. Cronin stated.
“Some businesses get more custom-
ers during the day and some ladies
could attend if it were held during
the day. In addition, for all that is
offered in those typical four-hour
timeframes, it is hard to make it to all
the stores and shops that night.”

Ms. Cronin stated there are over
30 businesses currently registered to
participate in the event by offering
discounts, giveaways and other such
promotions, and she anticipates that
more than 90 businesses will be in-
volved in some form.

Ms. Cronin also stated over 1,400
participants have pre-registered for
the event and she anticipates there
will be over 2,000 total participants.
The first 1,500 registrants for the
event online will receive a free gift

from the DWC and parking in the
downtown area will be complimen-
tary for the day.

Ms. Cronin stated that one of the
goals of the event is “to encourage
residents to shop locally and support
their downtown.” She added that
“businesses cannot survive without
it.”

In other news, the board approved
grants to two businesses in the down-
town area. As part of its mandate, the
DWC regularly provides grants to
businesses that improve the exterior
façades of their buildings or signage.

The board first approved a grant
for Westfield Health and Rehabilita-
tion, an acupuncture, chiropractic
and physical therapy clinic that will
be expanding. The clinic is located
at 222 North Avenue West.

The second grant was awarded to
AR Workshop, a “do-it-yourself”
boutique. The new business will be
located at 226 North Avenue West.

During the liaison reports portion
of the meeting, Westfield’s Town
Council representative to the DWC,
Sam Della Fera, provided a brief
update on Westfield’s Downtown
Task Force, which was created in
part to encourage more businesses
coming to Westfield.

“We’re moving forward as a coun-
cil to implement a number of the
short changes or recommendations
and working on the medium-term
and longer-term recommendations,”
stated Mr. Della Fera. The council-
man stated at a prior meeting that
“short-term” changes would be
implemented over the course of this
year, “middle-term” changes would
be completed in a year or two and
“long-term” changes would be real-
ized in the next three to five years.

Mr. Della Fera also reported that
the DWC’s 2017 budget of $409,757
was officially approved by the town
council.

The DWC’s next board of direc-
tors meeting open to the general pub-
lic is scheduled for Monday, May
22, at 7:30 p.m. The DWC office is
located on the basement level of 105
Elm Street.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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SHACKAMAXON COUNTRY CLUB

100 Tillinghast Turn � Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 � 908.233.1300 � Shackamaxoncc.com

Great Golf
Incredible Dining

Exciting Social Events

Fun For Adults & Kids

Since 1916, Shackamaxon Country Club members
have experienced a lifetime of treasured moments.

We invite you to experience yours. Challenge your-
self on our magnificent course designed by legendary
architect A.W. Tillinghast. Savor fine and casual
dining prepared and served in a contemporary
setting. Enjoy the amenities of the area’s most
unique state-of-the-art swim complex.

A limited number of memberships remain
available. For more information contact
Director of Membership Amanda Maloney
at (908) 233-1300 ext. 1220 or
amaloney@shackamaxoncc.com.

Swing
Into Spring!

New Full Golf Members
Join by April 30th and

Receive Six
Complimentary 
Guest Passes.*

TOTALTHE

PACKAGE

* Contact Club for details.

Judge Approves Garwood
Plan for 55 Affordable Units

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — State Superior
Court Judge Karen M. Cassidy vali-
dated Garwood’s “fair share” hous-
ing summary plan during a court hear-
ing last Thursday at the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth. The
borough’s housing plan includes 55
affordable units out of a total of 464
new housing units.

Garwood officials chose to avoid
litigation and resolve affordable hous-
ing requirements with the Fair Share
Housing Center through negotiated
mediation.

The borough is only responsible
for developing 55 affordable housing
units, instead of 155 affordable units
(that was the borough initial require-
ment),” said Jill A. Hartmann,
Garwood’s professional planner.

Garwood will develop two rede-
velopment projects on South Avenue
as well as the Garwood Paperboard
property. The Garwood Mall has been
zoned as an overlay site for possible
future development. Across the three
sites a total of 464 new units will be
developed, of which 55 will be desig-
nated for affordable housing.

“Garwood is one of 300 towns
throughout New Jersey who must ful-
fill ‘fair share’ housing requirements.
Many remaining towns will follow a
similar path. Garwood is an addition
to the 110 other townships, boroughs,
or cities that have chosen mediation
over litigation,” Fair Share Housing
Center staff attorney Joshua Bauers
said. The plan was presented by
Garwood Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud and project manager Michael
J. Mistretta of Harbor Consultants.
Neither Russo Development attorney
Christopher H. Minks nor Mr. Bauers
objected to the summary plan. Russo
is developing two of the three bor-
ough sites.

For new developments, Garwood
adopted a mandatory set-aside re-
quirement of 20 percent affordable
housing if units are for sale and 15
percent for affordable housing if the
units are for rent. The negotiated terms
with the Fair Share Housing Center
will be valid through 2025. Any multi-
family or residential rezoning, use
variance, density variance, redevel-
opment plan or rehabilitation plan
permitting redevelopment at or above
six units per acre or yielding five or
more dwellings will be subject to
“fair share” criteria.

The mediation was facilitated by
Elizabeth C. McKenzie, an expert

witness in community planning and
development. “I believe the South
Avenue development sites are key to
beautifying Garwood, expanding the
borough’s economy, cleaning up an
environmental mess the Casale plant
left behind, and most importantly,
protecting the borough from build-
ers’ remedy lawsuits and costly litiga-
tion,” Ms. McKenzie said.

The first Russo Development rede-
velopment project at the Casale prop-
erties on South Avenue will contain
no less than 298 apartment units, of
which 30 units, or 10 percent, will be
affordable. Four of those 30 units will
be designated for “very low income”
families.

“Only 10 percent affordable hous-
ing at South Avenue project one is a
fair negotiation because it is courte-
ous to the developer who will spend
money to clean environmental dam-
ages left behind from Casale,” Ms.
McKenzie said.

The second Russo redevelopment
project will have no more than and no
less than 52 stacked townhouse units.
Eight of those units, or 15 percent,
will be designated for affordable hous-
ing. Two units will be designated for
“very low income.”

“Some towns may face 20 percent
affordable-housing quotas. The agreed
upon 15 percent and 10 percent afford-
able offsets is a reasonable number
given the lack of vacant land already in
Garwood,” Ms. McKenzie said.

The Garwood Paperboard prop-
erty will have 17 units designated for
affordable housing out of 114 total
units. Three units at the Garwood
Paperboard Project will be available
to “very low income” families.

Garwood Mall is zoned for devel-
opment with 20 designated afford-
able units out of a total of 133 units.
The Garwood Mall has no proposed
date of development and it is un-
known if the property will be utilized
in that capacity at all.

FOR THE CHILDREN...The third annual 5K fundraiser Race 4 the Children
event was recently held in Warinanco Park in Roselle. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Union County Public Safety Director Andrew Moran, Union County Free-
holder Chairman Bruce H. Bergen, Acting Union County Prosecutor Grace Park,
Union County Sheriff Joseph Cryan, Friends of Union County Child Advocacy
Center President Drew Ertman, and Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian Bollwage,
right.

Winners Told for County’s
Kids Dig In! Grant Program
COUNTY — The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders has
awarded “Union County Kids Dig
In!” grants to 32 schools in 12 Union
County municipalities. The grant as-
sistance covers establishing/building
of gardens, garden boxes and/or tools
and equipment. It is aimed at educat-
ing students about gardening and fos-
tering the growth and creation of com-
munity gardens at the schools.

Mr. Granados noted that the grant
requires the donation of a portion of
what is grown for community dona-
tion, teaching children about charity.

“Studies also show that when chil-
dren are engaged in gardening pro-
grams, their school performances
improve and health outcomes im-
prove,” Mr. Granados noted.

The county presented the Union
County Kids Dig In! grant program to
each school district through its Open
Space Trust Fund, offering a total of
just under $40,000 in grant assistance
through revenues from golf fees ad-
ministered through the fund.

The grant program covers produce
gardens including vegetables, fruits, nuts,
berries, herbs and spices, pollinator-at-
tracting plants and plants for pest man-
agement. It does not cover ornamental
plants or non-producing gardens.

Gardens must agree to set aside 30
percent of their harvest for commu-
nity donation and enroll in Come
Grow With Us!, a free countywide

information and resource sharing net-
work for community gardens.

Those applying for grants were
given four options, 1, to apply for
tools and equipment; 2, to apply for
establishing a garden with four raised
beds with soil, irrigation, soil amend-
ments, seedlings and provisions for
educational programs; 3, to apply di-
rectly for 10 Earthboxes with soil,
tools, soil amendments, seedlings and
provisions for educational programs;
and 4, to apply for funding covering
other garden types including rooftop,
hydroponic and any others.

Among the list of schools that ap-
plied and will receive assistance
through the Kids Dig In! program
are: Cranford, Walnut Avenue School,
Lincoln School, Hillside Avenue
School, and Calvary Nursery School
and Child Care; Scotch Plains, J.
Ackerman Coles Elementary School,
William J. McGinn Elementary
School, and JCC of Central New
Jersey’s Brody Family Early Learn-
ing Center; and Westfield, Wesley
Hall preschool and kindergarten;
McKinley Elementary School and
Tamaques Elementary School.

The program is the second commu-
nity gardening initiative the county
has started in the past two years fol-
lowing last year’s Union County
Means Green Community Gardening
grant program, which will be renewed
this year.

Brindle to Kick Off
Mayoral Campaign

WESTFIELD — Democratic
Westfield Mayoral candidate Shelley
Brindle is inviting all residents to join
her for appetizers, cocktails and con-
versation as she kicks off her cam-
paign on Thursday, May 4 from 7 to 9
p.m. at Ferraro’s Westfield, 14 Elm
Street.

Those who would like to attend are
asked to RSVP to
www.brindleforwestfield.com/
shelley_brindle_campaign_kickoff

Cranford Asks for Bids to
Build On Birchwood Avenue

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board last Thursday voted unani-
mously to approve that 215 and 235
Birchwood Avenue be designated
by Cranford as a non-condemna-
tion area in need of redevelopment.

Contaminated soil was found on a
portion of the two lots, Planner
Kristin Russell of Maser Consulting
said, making it applicable to Criterian
C of the state’s redevelopment law
that would qualify the site as an area
in need of redevelopment.

The S. Hekemian Group, from
which the township purchased the
land, has an escrow of $250,000 set
aside for use for remediation of the
site, said Attorney Wanda Chin, who
was hired by the township.

“Would $250,000 cover the
cost?” planning board member Ann
Steinbach asked.

“We believe we would be able to
have the property remediated with-
out the township expending any of
its dollars, yes,” Ms. Chin replied.

“We can’t say the extent of those
remediation,” Ms. Russell said in
her review. “The site has some hin-
drances to development. There
would be quite an expense and ef-
fort to bring that property to devel-
opable standards.”

Resident Frank Krause asked the
township and planning board if an
engineering firm would perform a
hydraulic study, considering the land
falls within a floodway, flood haz-
ard area and a riparian zone. Plan-
ning Board Chairwoman Kathleen
Murray responded that it was not
part of the meeting’s discussion.

The township had entered into an
agreement February 28 with Excel
Environment Resources, Inc. of
North Brunswick to provide li-
censed site remediation professional
services (LSRP) in connection with
the Birchwood Avenue property,
with the contract not to exceed
$34,330. It also hired Maser Con-
sulting on December 13, 2016 to
perform engineering duties for the
property on Birchwood Avenue with
costs not to exceed $15,250. The
committee had earmarked a total of
$500,000 for costs associated with
the purchase of the property such as
engineering and inspection costs,
legal, accounting and architect fees
and other expenses. Further studies
by Excel to determine the specific
area that would need to be
remediated also will be performed,

Ms. Chin said.
The township has posted the Re-

quest for Proposals (RFP), seeking
bids from developers to acquire the
almost 16 acres of land for a mini-
mum of $15 million, and has the
potential to offer tax abatements,
including Payment in Lieu of Taxes
(PILOT). The township, which pur-
chased the property for $18 million
in February, will consider propos-
als for both mixed-use and residen-
tial, and consider those residential
as either rental units or for-sale con-
dominium units, or a combination
thereof.

The residential component would
be built up to 225 units, inclusive of
15 percent as affordable housing,
which is the minimum affordable-
housing proportion set forth by the
Fair Share Housing Center. Of the
affordable-housing units, 50 per-
cent are to be set aside for persons
meeting the low-income criteria,
while the remainder can be for those
meeting the low- to moderate-in-
come criteria. The RFP does not
specify any conditions to satisfy
flood control. Ms. Chin noted that
six acres of the total property is
buildable.

“I think Cranford sells very well
in the real estate market. I don’t
think we need PILOTs…,” resident
and former planning board member
Rita LaBrutto said. She went on to
say that incentives would only re-
sult in overcrowding the township’s
schools, and asked the board to con-
sider making it an age-55-plus fa-
cility. “I don’t think it is very good
for taxpayers,” she said of the PI-
LOT.

The site was known to be con-
taminated by a study performed by
another engineering firm, Peak, in
2013, and such information should
have been brought forth during the
builder’s remedy lawsuit brought
on by Hekemian, Ms. LaBrutto said.

Ms. LaBrutto also urged the plan-
ning board not to give away its
power to the township by not grant-
ing the approval of Thursday’s reso-
lution.

Bidders are to meet Friday, May
5, at 10 a.m., at the site on
Birchwood Avenue, with proposals
due on Monday, June 19. The town-
ship is expected to make a decision
Tuesday, July 18.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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When You Trust the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater 
MetroWest NJ (JCF) with your Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) you can:

• Take an immediate tax deduction.

• Receive quarterly payments for life (payments are based on your 
current age and cannot change).

• Feel proud that, at the end of your lifetime, your CGA remainder will 
benefit our community in perpetuity as part of JCF’s unrestricted 
endowment.

Jewish  Community
FoundationOF GREATER 

METROWEST NJ®

 

 Age Rate   Younger Age Older Age Rate

 65  4.7%  65 69-72  4.4%

 70 5.1% 70 72-74 4.7%

 75 5.8% 75 79-81 5.3%

 80 6.8% 80 86-87 6.2%

 85 7.8% 85 89 7.2%

 90 9.0% 90 94-95+ 8.8%

SINGLE LIFE 
ANNUITY

TWO- LIFE ANNUITY

(Joint and survivor)

Help Yourself While You 
Help Your Community

To learn more, visit JCF online at www.jcfmetrowest.org/CGA, 
or contact Stanley Stone at (908) 288-2401.

Lantern Hill, New Providence’s premier  
continuing care retirement community,  
is pleased to announce two stunning new residence 
buildings! Oakwood Court and Maple Glen will be part 
of the highly-anticipated second phase of construction.

Boasting 114 beautiful, maintenance-free apartment 
homes designed to fit any style and budget, these new 
residence buildings are sure to sell out quickly.

Don’t wait to secure your vibrant,  
carefree retirement at Lantern Hill!  

Call 1-800-795-8283 to learn more.

Conceptual Rendering

535 Mountain Avenue,  
New Providence, NJ 07974

LanternHillCommunity.com

12
03
49
34

Introducing the New Residences at  

L H

Cranford to Receive 500
Trees From Foundation

CRANFORD — Cranford has been
approved to receive 500 trees from
the New Jersey Tree Foundation, in
partnership with Treecycler, part of
40,000 tree and shrub saplings
awarded to communities across New
Jersey. These free trees and shrubs
may be used for reforestation, stream
bank restoration and watershed en-
hancement.

Cranford has been approved to re-
ceive 500 trees.

“We will be planting in locations
along flood plains, on streets that
suffered tree loss from storms, and
areas in need of reforestation. Work-
ing together, the Cranford Environ-
mental Commission and Cranford
Tree Advisory Board will oversee the
distribution and installation of the
new tree seedlings and shrubs,”
Cranford Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said in a press release.
“This initiative will help educate stu-
dents, and the community at large by
participating in the planting and on-
going care of trees and shrubs.”

The planting is scheduled to take
place during the last two weeks of
April to help celebrate Earth Day,
held April 22, as well as National
Arbor Day on Friday, April 28.

Westfield Chamber to
Hold Golf Outing on May 10
WESTFIELD — The Greater

Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC) Foundation will
hold its second annual Nine, Wine
and Dine golf outing on Wednesday,
May 10 at Shackamaxon Country
Club in Scotch Plains.

The full golf package of $149 in-
cludes use of the locker facilities,
practice green, driving range, golf
cart and wine and dinner. The dinner
portion of the event only costs $49.

This event is an opportunity to net-
work with local business profession-
als. Attendees may sign up as an indi-
vidual golfer or as a foursome. The
outing offers a nine-hole scramble
(best ball) format. Registration and
the practice range opens at 3 p.m.
Shotgun start is at 4 p.m. and dinner
begins at 7 p.m.

Contests include the Crown
Cadillac Hole in One, a Putting Con-
test, Beat the Pro, Closest to the Pin,
and Longest Drive (two age catego-
ries). Door prizes will be awarded at
dinner. The dress code is standard
golf attire.

All proceeds raised will go to the
GWACC Foundation, a 501c3 orga-
nization that donates money to area
nonprofits as well as scholarship funds
to local high school seniors planning
to study for a business degree in col-
lege. In 2016, the Foundation awarded
over $5,000 to member nonprofits
and $3,750 in scholarships to stu-
dents in the five towns the chamber
represents: Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains, and
Westfield.

To register for the golf outing, go to
the GWACC website at gwaccnj.com.
For sponsorship information, contact
the Chamber at (908) 233-3021 or

email Gene Jannotti at
gene@gwaccnj.com.

Forum on Foreclosure to
Be Held Wed., May 17

COUNTY — Property owners cur-
rently in foreclosure and those trying
to avoid it, are invited to attend a free
educational presentation entitled,
“Foreclosure: Moving From Fear To
Positive Action,” from 6 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. on Wednesday, May 17, at the
Shiloh Baptist Church, 515-521 West
4th Street, Plainfield.

Panel members representing state
and county agencies will provide in-
formation and guidance to these
homeowners, including identifying
freestate and county resources that
are available to them.

The presentation is free and open
to the public. Free parking is avail-
able, and the facility is wheelchair
accessible.

The program is sponsored by the
Union County Human Relations Com-
mission and the Union County Fore-
closure Task Force, in cooperation
with the New Jersey Public Defend-
ers’ Office of Dispute Settlement and
the State Superior Court, Union
County.

“Since 2008, the Foreclosure Fo-
rum series has helped hundreds of
county residents take steps to im-
prove their situation,” Freeholder
Chairman Bruce H. Bergen said.

Created in 2008, the Foreclosure
Task Force shares information and
coordinates action among various lo-
cal entities working on foreclosure
prevention and intervention. Repre-
sentatives of the Task Force include
county and state government, com-
munity and advocacy groups, legal
agencies, financial institutions, faith-
based organizations and housing
counseling agencies.

The presentation includes an over-
view of the New Jersey Foreclosure

Mediation Program, which is de-
signed to provide distressed
homeowners with experienced advo-
cates and neutral mediators to make
sure that all possible ways of keeping
their houses are explored with their
banks.

Attendees will also gain an under-
standing of foreclosure proceedings,
the court mediation process, sheriff’s
sales, guidance on avoiding foreclo-
sure scams, and details about re-
sources available to those who are
affected.

Rights of tenants living in fore-
closed properties will also be ad-
dressed, and those tenants will be
directed to available resources.

Pre-registration is not required. For
more information, please contact the
Union County Human Relations Com-
mission at (908) 889-9028.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UPGRADED...Echo Lake Country Club (ELCC) in Westfield, on Saturday,
marked the completetion of its newly renovated golf course. Attending the
rededication ceremony, from left to right, are: Chris Carson, designer Rich
LaBar, designer Steve Weisser, famous golf course designer Rees Jones, who
designed the Echo Lake course, Echo Lake Country Club President James
Gallagher, and ELCC golf pro Pat Fillian.

Overlook Receives Awards
For Enviro. Excellence

SUMMIT – Overlook Medical
Center, part of Atlantic Health Sys-
tem, has been recognized for envi-
ronmental excellence with two awards
from Practice Greenhealth, an orga-
nization dedicated to environmental
sustainability in health care.

Overlook received the Greenhealth
Emerald Award given each year to
honor environmental achievements
in the health care sector. Overlook
also received the “Greening the OR”
Award for the second consecutive
year, which recognizes its success in
reducing the environmental impact
of its surgical suites. The Greenhealth
Emerald Award recognizes health care
facilities that are setting the standard
in eliminating mercury, reducing and
recycling waste, sustainable sourc-
ing, and other areas.

Initiatives that contributed to
Overlook’s dual awards included in-
creased recycling efforts throughout
2016, as well as the installation of a
fluid management system. The hos-
pital has also been implementing
H2O2 (ionized water) technology in
lieu of chemicals for general purpose
cleaning and the purchase of environ-
mentally-friendly green-seal chemi-
cals whenever possible.

The medical center’s tri-generation
power plant reduces the cost of re-
placed energy by more than 60 percent.

In all, Overlook’s efforts in 2016
saved an estimated 5,752 trees, 22,334
gallons of oil, 1,120,005 kilowatt-
hours (a unit of electrical energy
equivalent to consumption of 1,000
watts per one hour), and 528,413
gallons of water.

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS

Teen Anime Club
To Meet May 15

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library invites teens in
grades 6 to 12 to its Teen Anime Club
for conversation and activities. Par-
ticipants will meet downstairs at the
library on Monday, May 15, at 7 p.m.,
to watch the anime series “Your Lie in
April,” discuss favorite titles and have
fun with perler beads. Snacks will be
served. Registration is required.

To register, visit scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk. This club
is for those in grades 6 to 12 only.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to
the Editor

I Was Pleasantly Surprised by
The Policeman’s Gesture

The Last Thing The Taxpayers Need
Is Another Money Pit Project

All The Talk Around Garwood Is
The Topic Of Re-Development

I took my disabled son for a haircut
at Scissors in Garwood in March 2017
a few days after we had biggest snow-
fall of the season.

My son has difficulty walking on
his own. After the haircut, I was hold-
ing my son’s hand and walking back
to my car which was on the other side
of the big pile of snow. This is when
a policeman in Garwood Police car
stopped near me. Since I am from
India, though living in U.S. for al-
most 50 years, I thought I had done

something wrong and was about to
get a ticket.

Instead, he opened car window and
asked me if I needed help. I was
pleasantly surprised by the
policeman’s gesture and thought I
should thank him publicly. Unfortu-
nately, I do not know the policeman’s
name.

But, I hope I reach him through this
letter in this community newspaper.

Mukund Satwalekar
Westfield

Does anyone seriously believe
Scotch Plains needs a “community
center?” Is the township going to
compete against the community cen-
ters already serving Scotch Plains
residents such as the YMCA and JCC
as well as the numerous houses of
worship, which open their doors to
serve as club, special event and meet-
ing places for residents? If additional
space is needed for special events, it
is available on school grounds and
within other township entities out-
side of working hours.

Also, the public library has long
served as a meeting place for seniors
and other citizens for many functions
and can continue to do so.

The last thing the overburdened
taxpayers of Scotch Plains need is
another money pit project, which will
increase our tax bills.

Not even once over the past 30-
plus years we have lived here do we
recall hearing that anything the citi-

zens of Scotch Plains wanted or
needed to do could not happen be-
cause the town lacks a “community
center.”

We moved to Scotch Plains in 1985
when we were newlyweds, our chil-
dren have lived here their entire lives
and attended Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools, and we intend to spend our
retirement years in our Scotch Plains
home. We hope that tax and spend
policies won’t force us to move else-
where as they have compelled many
other people to do. It is the Township
Committee’s fiduciary duty to spend
taxpayers’ money wisely for goods
and services that are necessary. This
responsibility should be taken very,
very seriously. We are tired of hear-
ing about costly feasibility studies for
unnecessary projects and ending up
with nothing but higher and higher
tax bills.

Wendy and Steven Herzberg
Scotch Plains

Whether you’re picking up your kids
up at school, at the supermarket, or at
the baseball field, all the talk around
Garwood is the important topic of re-
development. I’ve spoken to many resi-
dents who are eager to better under-
stand Garwood’s options in terms of
navigating the state’s complicated af-
fordable housing requirements as well
as the realities of working with a pri-
vate property owner and developer.

It was refreshing to see Republicans
and Democrats on Council join to-
gether last week to vote to authorize a
fair housing plan to satisfy the courts
who have taken control over the state-
mandated affordable housing. A bipar-
tisan Council worked together in 2015
to secure immunity for our town so that
builders cannot come in and sue
Garwood because we did not comply
with state law; we’ve once again come
together to ensure protection until 2025.

Despite being between a rock and a
hard place, we came together to fight
for the hard-earned money of Garwood
taxpayers. Other towns surrounding us,
like Cranford and Roselle Park, have
faced having to pay up to one million
taxpayer dollars trying to fight afford-
able housing and have lost—resulting
in wasted money and even more total
housing units. When asked at last
Tuesday’s council meeting, the
borough’s attorney stated Garwood has
“no more hold off option” and that it
would cost hundreds of thousands of
dollars to go to battle with the state.

Unfortunately, there are a small num-
ber of individuals who seek to use this
issue to divide Garwood for the pur-
pose of political gain. These Garwood
Republicans have disseminated an in-
flammatory flyer and taken to inces-
sant hateful speech on social media
against both me and my fellow Demo-
crats on Council. It’s quite curious,
since Republican Councilman Sarno
joined Democrats in putting Garwood
before politics to fight to keep Garwood
protected by following state law.

I question the motivation of those
spewing such venom on this issue:
what agenda could I have to make
decisions that would “ruin the town?”
I am a stay-at-home mother of two
daughters. I volunteer on the PTA. I
take my kids to gymnastics practice
and music lessons in Garwood. Why
would I not be working to give Garwood
the best I possibly could? Why would
anyone up on that Council, where we
volunteer our time for no financial com-
pensation, seek to hurt the very town
where we are raising families or run a
small business or where generations of
our family have lived for over a cen-
tury?

The fearmongers have failed to
present a well thought-out proposal
that could actually work. In the midst
of their anti-Democrat barrage, there
has yet to be a suggestion that is not
only financially feasible, but realistic
and lawful. They put forth incomplete
ideas such as enacting eminent domain
and having the borough itself erect a
building with solely affordable units or
imposing a similar restriction on a pri-
vate developer. These are clearly not
well thought out nor are they reason-
able alternatives.

Fighting in court may sound good or
tough – until you realize the conse-
quences to the taxpayer and the clear
stance against municipalities in the New
Jersey courts. It is easy to be antagonis-
tic about this issue, especially if you’re
just trying to make a good soundbite or
something that will stick come election
time. Developing realistic solutions that
are commercially feasible and that re-
spect the legal realities – that’s much
harder to do. Regardless of the hateful
accusations, I know I can speak for my
fellow Democratic council members
that we will continue to fight for what’s
best for Garwood – that is indeed our
one and only agenda.

Jen Blumenstock
Garwood Councilwoman

Remembering the Life, Career,
Contributions of Allen Chin

Nurses Play Important Role In
Providing Quality Patient Care

The Town of Westfield bade farewell to a distin-
guished public servant with the passing April 11 of
former mayor and councilman Allen Chin, whose
role within and imprint upon the community spanned
decades.

A native of Minnesota, Mr. Chin had been a
resident of Westfield for more than half a century,
having previously lived in New York City. In addi-
tion to being a family man, he brought his knowl-
edge, talents and energy not just to local government
but also to the business realm, civic activities and his
faith community.

Sworn into office as mayor on January 2, 1979
following a GOP sweep the previous November, Mr.
Chin and the rest of the Republican ticket had
campaigned on a platform of maintaining Westfield’s
quality of life coupled with fiscal responsibility. Mr.
Chin had been a Westfield councilman from 1974 to
1977, and served as mayor through 1982.

A professional engineer in New Jersey, New York,
Delaware and Virginia, Mr. Chin had been president
and chairman of the naval architectural and marine
engineering firm George G. Sharp, Inc., where he
was employed for over 58 years. He also achieved
one of the longest tenures as a commissioner on the

Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) —
serving five times as chairman — where his profes-
sional background and expertise were assets in the
agency’s handling of complex issues over many
years.

Mr. Chin left his mark on the town in other ways
as well. He was active with the Westfield Jaycees,
where he served as president and was named Man of
the Year; was credited with helping to revive the
local Police Athletic League program in the 1970s,
and coached Westfield youth soccer and baseball
teams. He was among the founders of The Town
Bank of Westfield and was a member of the First
Baptist Church of Westfield. Westfield UNICO also
honored him as its Man of the Year. Mr. Chin was the
recipient of awards from the U.S. Small Business
Association and an Outstanding Commissioner
Award for his service to the RVSA.

We join Allen Chin’s family, including his wife,
three children, daughters-in-law and two grandchil-
dren, along with the rest of the community, in mourn-
ing his loss. We laud his dedication to Westfield and
the vital roles he played in the life of the town over
the past 50-plus years. Thank you, Mr. Chin. Rest in
peace.

This coming week we will recognize the impor-
tance of the some 3.1 million registered nurses and
828,000 licensed practical nurses in the United States
including 98,000 RNs and 20,000 LPNs in New
Jersey. Here in Union County we are fortunate to have
a number of quality hospitals — Overlook Medical
Center in Summit, Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital in Rahway, Trinitas Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Elizabeth and Saint Barnabas Medical Center in
Livingston — which serve the area and have many
skilled nurses. Nurses also play an important role at
nursing homes such as Runnells in Berkeley Heights
and the many assisted-living facilities in the area, as
well as those serving as home health nurses.

New Jersey has many quality nursing schools
including Union County College’s, which is affili-
ated with Trinitas in Elizabeth, as well as four-year
public schools like Kean and Rutgers Universities,
or private institutions, such as Seton Hall University,
and other county colleges such as County College of
Morris and Warren County Community College.

Nurses play vital roles in hospitals from floor
nurses attending to patients who are ill with ailments
such as pneumonia or who have had surgery, to those
skilled at putting in IVs, as well as nurses who work

in emergency rooms and operating rooms. With hos-
pitals caring for hundreds of patients at a time, ensur-
ing that patients receive quality care, from receiving
medicines prescribed by physicians to checking on a
patient’s health status throughout a shift, is a key role
of nurses. Showing compassion also is important, as
is medical knowledge in order to explain discharge
instructions. Nurses can have as many as eight pa-
tients per 12-hour shift, or one to three in intensive
care units. Nurses are more likely to explain things to
families than doctors, who usually only visit patients
once a day when they do their rounds.

Additionally, visiting nurses play a vital role in our
communities in treating patients at home following
hospital stays and caring for patients receiving hos-
pice care.

Those considering a nursing career might want to
volunteer on a local rescue squad and become an
emergency medical technician, or EMT, or even
start volunteering at a local hospital. The work is not
easy at times, but is very rewarding.

Here in the United States, high-quality medical
care would not be possible without our nurses. We
should thank them 12 months a year, not just during
National Nurses Week.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Phocine – Relating to seals
2. Spoor – The tracks of a wild animal
3. Spraints – The waste or dung of an

otter
4. Picaroon – A rogue, pirate, or thief

SPREAGHERY
1. The act of deriding or ridiculing
2. Violation of faith or allegiance
3. Cattle stealing
4. A cowardly, comtemptible act

MATANZA
1. A slaughterhouse
2. An outside staircase
3. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top
4. A trap, snare

SULCATE
1. Interlaced or linked
2. Brittle
3. Relating to pigs; swine
4. Furrowed or grooved

BODEGA
1. A small shop that specializes in

women’s clothing
2. A wine cellar or place where wine is

sold or kept
3. A house of ill-repute
4. A meeting room for private conver-

sation

NJ Appeals Fisheries
Flounder Quota

On February 2, 2017, the Summer
Flounder, Scup and Black Sea Bass
Management Board, part of the At-
lantic States Marine Fisheries Com-
mission (ASMFC), approved changes
to this coming year’s summer floun-
der quota for New Jersey. It man-
dated a one-inch size increase to New
Jersey’s current recreational summer
flounder minimum size limit (raising
it from 18 inches to 19 inches) and
decreased the possession limit from
five fish to three fish. New Jersey is
appealing this change.

In reaching its decision, the board
did not determine or consider the
potential economic impact of the new
quota on the summer flounder indus-
try in New Jersey. This survey is
designed to help estimate the extent
of the economic impact of these re-
cently approved summer flounder
management regulations on recre-
ational fishing. Your responses about
recent trends in harvest size, abun-
dance, and throwback mortality will
help inform future decisions that pro-
mote conservation while minimizing
adverse economic impacts.

We strongly urge you to complete
the survey as thoroughly and accu-
rately as possible within the next five
days. The survey should only take
about 15 minutes to complete. Your
participation in this survey is volun-
tary and your identity throughout re-
mains anonymous. Nowhere is your
name or email requested or captured.
Your cooperation, however, is much-
needed to ensure the completeness
and accuracy of the results. Please
know that your answers will be kept
confidential.

The link to the survey is https://
w w w. s u r v e y m o n k e y. c o m / r /
FNP5L3C

New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection

IT SEEMS A
LITTLE FISHY

History Grants
COUNTY – Sixteen non-profit orga-

nizations will receive a total of $22,000
in Union County history grants funded
through the New Jersey Historical Com-
mission, Department of State.

A variety of programs and projects
are being developed and presented by
the 2017 grant recipients: Clark Li-
brary, $1,400 for digitization of his-
toric newspapers; Fanwood-Scotch
Plains, $1,000 for the development and
design of print marketing materials for
the Frazee House; Garwood Historical
Committee, $250 for digitization of a
World War II newsletter “Gar-words;”
Hillside Public Library, $1,000 to trans-
fer Hillside Times microfilm to web-
portal access; Historical Society of
Elizabeth, $2,000 for research and me-
dia production staffed by students from
Kean University and the New Jersey
Institute Technology (NJIT).

Historical Society of Plainfield,
$2,000 for administrative assistance
and grounds upkeep; Merchants and
Drovers Tavern in Rahway, $1,600 for
staffing cost and to keep the facility up

and running four days a week;
Mountainside Historical Preservation
Committee, $1,000 for monthly costs,
including phone, insurance, and clean-
ing artifacts; New Providence Histori-
cal Society, $1,000 for a Community
Lecture Series and workshops; Old
First Historic Trust, $2,000 to develop
public tour programs; Reeves-Reed Ar-
boretum of Summit, $2,000 for operat-
ing costs, marketing and public out-
reach for programming; African-
American Heritage and Learning Cen-
ter in Rahway, $1,250 for office furni-
ture, a computer and a scanner.

Fortnightly Club of Summit, $500 for
operating services; Union County His-
torical Society, $1,000 for conservation
and preservation of military and wed-
ding clothing as well as quilts; Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey, Summit,
$2,000 to produce a walking guild of the
Watchung Reservation, and Westfield
Historical Society, $2,000 for adminis-
trative and operational costs.

For more information, e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

See more letters on page 5
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I Endorse Dawn Mackey

We Are A Country That Believes In
Due Process, Or Do We? Letters to the Editor

We know what the allegations of
McCarthy did to reputations and lives.

How unfair the Trump allegations
that President Obama was not born in
the United States of America.

We are supposed to try people in a
court of law with all its protections of
cross-examination under oath or af-
firmation, the penalties of perjury,
and the rules of evidence.

We are not supposed to try people
in the court of public opinion, on the
editorial page, in op-ed articles, in
letters to the newspaper, in rumina-
tions and chatter on the talk shows.

We are to presume a person inno-
cent under PROVEN guilty.

The Fifth Amendment to the Con-
stitution states that no person shall be
“deprived of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law.”

The Sixth Amendment, “In all
criminal prosecutions, the accused”
is entitled to “an impartial jury” and
“to be informed of the nature and
cause of the accusation” and the right
“to be confronted by the witnesses
against him; to have compulsory pro-
cess for obtaining witnesses in his
favor….”

The Fourteenth Amendment, “…or
shall any State deprive any person of
life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law….”

Black’s Law Dictionary, “Due pro-
cess of law implies the right of the
person affected to be present before
the tribunal which pronounces judg-
ment upon the question of life, lib-
erty, or property, in its most compre-
hensive sense; to be heard, by testi-
mony or otherwise, and to have the
right of controverting, by proof, ev-

ery material fact, which bears on the
question of right in the matter in-
volved. If any question of fact or
liability is conclusively presumed
against him, this is not due process.”

Alexander Hamilton in Federal
paper 84 referred to the danger of a
person without a trial in a court of law
losing his or freedom or even life.

But where are these safeguards for
Mr. O’Reilly, including the right of
appeal?

Nor is this a slight question. For
whose reputation or career among us
would survive the allegations of
people who say what they want with-
out having to testify under oath or
affirmation in a trial court?

Today it is Mr. O’Reilly. Tomor-
row it could be some other public
figure or perhaps a Senator or Repre-
sentative or even the President or
even one of us.

A sorry day when people are con-
victed merely based upon allegations
not made under oath or affirmation.

Settlement of a claim is not proof
of guilt.

The popular opinion of the day
must not decide guilt. For then we
have what Hamilton in Federal Paper
84 called “an act of despotism.”

We are a nation of laws, not a
nation of rumor, innuendo, and alle-
gations not made under oath or affir-
mation.

Let the case against Mr. O’Reilly
be heard in a trial court.

That is American justice the bed-
rock of the American way of life and
the envy of the world.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

I wasn’t sure what to expect when I
boarded the bus in Westfield that
morning. I knew I was ready for the
Women’s March on D.C., but I didn’t
know a single other person on the
bus. Then I met Dawn Mackey.

Dawn was sitting across the aisle
from me. And no one can sit across
the aisle from Dawn Mackey and not
instantly become friends with her.
Not just because she immediately
shared with me – and everyone around
her – the hand wipes, tissues and
other essentials no one else had
thought to bring for the long bus ride
(evidence of her foresight and orga-
nizational skills). Not just because
she also shared with everyone a de-
lightful spread of cookies and snacks
and Italian sandwiches (evidence of
her incredible generosity).

Mostly because of her obvious,
genuine dedication to women’s rights
and human rights, and her determina-
tion to fight back against those who
would undermine them.

When I told Dawn about my own
experience as a forced-marriage sur-
vivor, and how I founded a nonprofit,
Unchained At Last, to help end forced
and child marriage in America, Dawn
quickly vowed to do whatever she
could to help the cause. When we
parted ways after that extraordinary

day in D.C., she promised to follow
up with specific plans.

And she did. Since that day, Dawn
has spent hours of her time raising
awareness of forced and child mar-
riage in New Jersey and urging her
friends and colleagues to email and
call their legislators – on one particu-
lar day, helping to flood Sen. Nellie
Pou’s office with more than 80 letters
thanking the senator for sponsoring
the bill to end child marriage in New
Jersey. Dawn also has met with me to
strategize and has introduced me to
others in town and beyond who can
help further unchained’s mission.

Most recently, Dawn insisted on
taking on the role of bridal-gown
designer and creator. Unchained needs
bridal gowns because the organiza-
tion regularly hosts Chain-Ins, or po-
litical protests where participants,
dressed in bridal gowns and veils,
chain their arms and tape their mouths
to raise awareness of forced and child
marriage.

So perhaps you will not be sur-
prised to learn I wholeheartedly en-
dorse Dawn Mackey as candidate for
Westfield Town Council, Ward 4. I
can think of no one more thoughtful,
kind, energetic and dedicated to rep-
resent me in my local government.

Fraidy Reiss
Westfield

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Kidney Disease Awareness:
Presented by: Chi ETA Phi Sorority,  

Tau Chi Chapter, Inc. 

Warren Temple, CLG
329 Evelyn Street
 Scotch Plains. NJ 

Friday 4/28/17- 7-9 pm

FOR WF COUNCIL...DEM Primary Candidate for Westfield Council Ward 3,
David Contract, held a campaign kick-off on Sunday at his home. “I plan to bring
fresh ideas and a proactive approach to Westfield,” Mr. Contract told the
attendees. “I want the town to work for everyone and for issues to be solved more
quickly.” He seeks a smoking ban in downtown Westfield. Attendees were
introduced to Shelly Brindle, the mayoral candidate (D), and Lacey Rzeszowski
(D), who is running for State Assembly for NJ’s 21st District. Attendees were
treated by Mohammed’s Ice Cream (Ward 3’s famous ice cream truck).

Inspired, Marveled and Awed by the
Westfield Democratic Candidates

I Endorse Michael Dardia

I Endorse Michael Dardia for
Westfield Town Council Ward 2

This Tuesday evening, I attended
the Westfield 20/20 Meet the Candi-
dates event and was absolutely in-
spired. Aside from their impressive
credentials, I was awed by the candi-
dates’ vision for our town and com-
passion for our residents.

I have often marveled at the wealth
of experience, optimism, and intel-
lect the Westfield community pos-
sesses. How exciting to see these
candidates willingly share their tal-
ents and energy to serve our beloved
town. They made me want to roll up
my sleeves and get even more in-
volved.

Their theme was one of inclusive-
ness, which has become even more
crucial to strengthening our commu-
nity during these divisive times. It
was a fresh take on leadership, one
that resonates with everyone in
Westfield, regardless of party affilia-

tion.
I strongly encourage my fellow resi-

dents to familiarize yourself with the
Democratic Candidates running for
our Mayoral and Town Council seats.
Meet them in person at community
events, listen to their ideas about
moving our town forward and, better
yet, share your thoughts and con-
cerns. I am sure you will be as in-
spired as I am.

The candidates are:
Shelly Brindle, Mayoral candidate
Linda Habgood, Ward 1 council
Mike Dardia, Ward 2 council
David Contract, Ward 3 council
Dawn Mackey, Ward 4 council

Janice Bryk
Westfield

I’ve lived in Westfield for nearly
20 years and have known Michael
Dardia since he moved here as my
neighbor in 2003. Over the years I’ve
seen Michael and his family grow and
contribute to our community in many
ways. He’s been actively involved in
our community coaching for Westfield
Youth Lacrosse for the past seven
years, Michael also represents the
Blue Devils himself playing middie
and goalie for Westfield’s Men’s La-
crosse Program (aka Team 135).

Michael’s commitment to service
extends beyond the athletic field. He’s
acted as team captain for a Bergen
County chapter of the American Dia-
betes Association and he’s volun-
teered for organizations, such as the
Cancer Foundation “STOMP the
Monster” and Jewish Family Services
Food Pantry.

He has spent his career leading
operations in New York and New
Jersey academic medical centers. His
professional experience has required
him to strike a delicate balance be-
tween helping people people get the
care they need and ensuring fiscal
responsibility. Leveraging skills like
these will be highly beneficial to our
community.

The residents of Ward 2 will be

well served with Michael Dardia as
our representative on the town coun-
cil. This is why I am honored to
endorse Michael for Westfield Town
Council Ward 2.

Greg Simpson
Westfield

I am a Westfield native (WHS ’87)
and moved back to Westfield in 2004.
I’m writing to endorse Michael Dardia
for Ward 2 Town Council in the up-
coming November election.

I’ve spent over 30 years living in
Westfield, and while our current Town
Council has done an exemplary job
preserving much of what makes this
town great, I’m concerned a sense of
complacency has settled into local
government. It is one thing to pre-
serve the unique and admirable at-
tributes of our town, but we cannot
afford to rest on our laurels. Many of
our elected officials, have served (hon-
orably) for multiple terms, and the
time is right to inject some new en-
ergy into Westfield’s leadership.

I’ve known Mike Dardia since I
moved back to Westfield 13 years
ago. He is a man of incredible disci-
pline, creativity, versatility and opti-
mistic energy. Mike’s contribution to

town governance is the shot-in-the-
arm we desperately need.

Westfield needs aggressive and cre-
ative solutions to some of our most
pressing issues. It’s no secret that
Downtown Westfield is not adapting
quickly enough to the changing na-
ture of brick-and-mortar retail, or that
our public spaces and athletic facili-
ties are long-overdue for updating.

If elected, Mike’s primary goal as
Councilman is to leverage our citi-
zens’ underutilized intellectual, fis-
cal, and creative skills to devise and
implement solutions to our most press-
ing problems. Westfield is chock-full
of extraordinarily talented people, and
Mike is committed tapping this valu-
able resource.

I urge you to learn more about
Mike and his platform at
dardiaforwestfield.com

Jamie Meiselman
Westfield

MONEY RECIPIENTS...Union County Freeholders Sergio Granados, Angel Estrada and Bette Jane Kowalski joined
Elizabeth Mayor Christian Bollwage, Union County Manager Alfred Faella, Union County Sheriff Joe Cryan, Assemblyman
Jamel Holley and Assemblywoman Annett Quijano at a press conference regarding possible cuts to Community Development
Block Grants by the federal government. Also in attendance were Elizabeth Council President Carlos Torres, Councilman
Kevin Kiniery, Kaitlin McGuinness from U.S. Senator Cory Booker’s office, Zachary Rynar from U.S. Senator Robert
Menendez’s office, Elizabeth Director of Planning and Community Development Eduardo Rodriguez and Linda Flores-
Tober, executive director of the Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless. The Community Development Block Grant
programs of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development funds local affordable housing, anti-poverty programs,
and infrastructure development. (Photo by Jim Lowney/County of Union).

Rep. Coleman Seeks Policy Info.
Re. Immigration and Enforcement

Ewing, NJ – Rep. Bonnie Coleman
(D-12th), of the Committee on Home-
land Security, sent a letter to Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Secre-
tary John Kelly, requesting clarifica-
tion on policies toward individuals
granted Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals (DACA). Following
reports of the deportation of Juan
Manuel Montes, a 23-year old DACA
recipient from California, the letter
highlights supposed contradictory
statements made by senior officials
on current Administration policy. Rep.
Coleman cites, “the complex nature
of the enforcement of these policies
and multiple agencies involved in
enforcing immigration laws – it is
crucial that the Administration speak
with one voice on this matter, so the
public can fully understand its posi-
tion and this policy.”

Excerpts from the letter are: On
conflicting statements from Trump
Administration officials: “You’ve in-

dicated that “DACA status is a com-
mitment … by the government,”
which has since given the reassur-
ance to these young men and women
of our commitment to them and their
education.”…“ Sadly, White House
Press Secretary Sean Spicer and At-
torney General Jeff Sessions each
refused to guarantee the public that
DACA recipients were protected un-
der current administration policy.”

On DACA and its impact on immi-
grant communities: “The DACA pro-
gram has been essential to ensuring
that those individuals brought to the
United States as children, through no
fault of their own, are able to work and
study just like other Americans. The
DACA program has enabled its ben-
eficiaries to come out of the shadows
and be engaged participants in our
communities and our country. This
program has not only reached the in-
tended beneficiaries but each day these
men and women help weave the ever
growing fabric of our nation.”

Bramnick Concerned
About Anti-Semitism
TRENTON – Assembly Minority

Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) has expressed serious con-
cerns about the dramatic rise of anti-
Semitic incidents in New Jersey and
across the country. A Star-Ledger re-
port revealed that attacks rose by 14
percent to 157 in 2016.

“Every two days anti-Semitic at-
tacks occur in New Jersey,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “This increase in bias
incidents is a very worrisome trend.
My concern is that these incidents
may increase and become more vio-
lent. ”

Mr. Bramnick is working closely
with state, county and local law en-
forcement to ensure all religious in-
stitutions in New Jersey are protected.

DWC Promotions
WESTFIELD - The next DWC

Promotions Committee meeting will
be held on today, April 27, from 8:45
to 10 a.m. in the DWC conference
room, 105 Elm St., lower level. Light
breakfast and coffee will be provided.
Girls' Day & Night Out will be among
the topics to be discussed. If you
cannot attend, the DWC is always
open to suggestions. Just call or email
us. Minutes to our last meeting of
March 23 will be distributed at this
meeting. Sherry Cronin, Executive
Director, DWC (908) 789-9444.

News Briefs
Westfield - Police Chief David

C. Wayman has announced that the
Westfield Police Department is
seeking applicants for the position
of crossing guard. If interested,
contact the Traffic Safety Bureau
at (908) 789-6068 for an applica-
tion.

Garwood - The borough will hold
its 21st Annual Town Wide Yard Sale
on Saturday and Sunday, May 20 and
May 21, between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. To
participate, you must register at Bor-
ough Hall by Thursday, May 18, in
person or by calling (908) 789-0710
or email kathleen@garwood.org. For
the shoppers, a list of participating
households will be available at Bor-
ough Hall on the morning of the yard
sale.

Fanwood - The Fanwood Rescue
Squad is offering free CPR classes
for Fanwood and Scotch Plains resi-
dents during EMS (Emergency Medi-
cal Services) Week, beginning on
Saturday, May 20. Classes are open
only to residents of Fanwood and
Scotch Plains and are underwritten
by generous donations from our com-
munity.

Here's the schedule: Saturday,
May 20, 9 a.m., Monday, May
22, 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 24, 7
p.m.

******
www.goleader.com
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Westfield Foundation Posts
Meeting, Grant Recipients

WESTFIELD — Since 1975, the
mission of the Westfield Foundation
has been to provide funding support
in the arts, health, aging, historic pres-
ervation, social services and civic
projects. In pursuit of these goals, the
Foundation has granted more than
$6,300,000 to various organizations.

In the first quarter for 2017, the
Foundation granted $51,700 to eight
local organizations. These funds will
be used to support performances at
Westfield middle schools, art and
music presentations, the development
of a boys’ volleyball program at
Westfield High School (WHS), me-

morial stones for Thom Hornish and
Cindy Gallagher at WHS, a musical
outreach program to area hospitals,
to provide a library at a caregiver
center, and roof replacement.

Recipients include the New Jersey
Festival Orchestra, Arts Power, Our
House Foundation, Westfield Art
Association, WHS Helping Hands
(WHSHH) Fund, Girls on the Run,
Overlook Hospital Foundation and
Westfield PAL.

The Foundation will hold its an-
nual meeting, open to the public, on
Tuesday, May 2, at 6:30 p.m. It will
take place at the Westfield Memorial
Library, located at 550 East Broad
Street. The Foundation will honor
Beth Cassie, Howard Cohen and
Michelle Mattessich, who will be re-
tiring from the board. Three new trust-
ees will join the board for 2017-2018.
They are Shelley Brindle, Rich Elbert
and Stanley Gersch. A representative
from the Young Entrepreneurs Acad-
emy will be the guest speaker.

In addition to supporting the capi-
tal projects of established social ser-
vice agencies in the community, the
Westfield Foundation has been an
important resource of “seed money”
for smaller organizations and emerg-
ing needs.

Money to support the Foundation’s
grants has been and continues to be
provided by concerned and caring
Westfield residents. For more infor-
mation about the Westfield Founda-
tion grant or donor opportunities,
contact Betsy Chance, executive di-
rector, at (908) 233-9787. For further
information, visit the Foundation’s
website at
thewestfieldfoundation.com.

Needle Nite Group
To Gather May 5

FANWOOD — The Needle Nite
group will meet on Friday, May 5, at
7 p.m., at the Westminster Hall of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church on
Marian Avenue in Fanwood.

The quilters will work on the
appliquéd quilt pieces that were dem-
onstrated last month by Nancy
Bassman, co-chairwoman of the group.

The knitters and those who cro-
chet will continue working on the
projects that they make for charity
organizations.

All are welcome to attend to see
what is being done or to join the
group.

If fabric, batting or yarn is needed,
Needle Niters may e-mail their re-
quests to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

For more information or directions
to the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
call the church office at (908) 889-
8891, e-mail admin@fanwoodpc.org
or check the website at fanwoodpc.org.

SEW MUCH FUN...Nancy Bassman demonstrates machine appliqué for the
Needle Niters’ next quilt project. The Needle Nite group will meet on Friday, May
5, at 7 p.m., in Westminster Hall of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

Mountainside Library Slates
Various Programs For May
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Public Library has
scheduled multiple programs for
May. It will be closed on Monday,
May 29, for Memorial Day.

Due to the Book Sale cleanup,
there will be no Tuesday night movie
shown on May 2. The first movie of
the month, on May 9, will be Fences
(2016, PG-13). The Hollars (2016,
PG-13) will be featured May 16,
Hidden Figures (2016, PG) will be
shown on May 23, with La La Land
(2016, PG-13) being the final offer-
ing of the month, on May 30. Show
time is 6:30 p.m. for each movie
except Fences, which starts at 6 p.m.

The Friends of the Library are
collecting items for their June sale.
Fine and vintage jewelry, costume
and fashion jewelry, watches,
scarves, handbags and designer
items are being accepted. Proceeds
will benefit the library and go back
to the local community through li-
brary supplies, programs and events.
The sale will take place on Friday
and Saturday, June 2 and 3, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Brown Bag Academy: The Great
Courses series will continue at 1:15
p.m. on Mondays in May, except
May 1, which is the Book Sale Bag
Day, and May 29, which is Memo-
rial Day. Thomas Noble, Ph.D. of
the University of Notre Dame is
presenting “The Foundations of
Western Civilization.” “Winter Se-
mester” will end on May 8 and a
new course will be selected then.
Participants are invited to bring their
lunch; coffee, tea and cookies will
be served.

“Saturday Musical Getaways:
Folk Songs of World War I,” with
Adam Miller, will be presented Sat-
urday, May 6, at 2 p.m. One of the
premier autoharpists in the world,
Mr. Miller has distinguished him-
self as a master of non-fiction
storytelling and as one of the great
interpreters of American folksongs.
He points out fascinating connec-
tions between events in history and
the songs that survived them, em-
phasizing the importance of history
as a story well told.

Mr. Miller’s family concerts are
geared to children and adults alike.
In a return engagement at the li-
brary, his concert is about the 70
million military personnel who par-
ticipated in the First World War
(1914-1918) and the songs they
sang. Many of the songs from this
conflict have become part of the
English-language oral tradition.

Additional May programs at the
library will be announced. The
Mountainside Public Library is lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza,
Mountainside. To register for li-
brary programs, visit the library or
call (908) 233-0116.

Conservancy to Hold
‘Lettuce Bowl’ Event
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park

Conservancy invites members of the
community to its Lettuce Bowl Work-
shop on Saturday, May 20, at 2 p.m.
This event will take place at Hanson
Park, located at 38 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford.

In this “make it and take it” work-
shop, participants will use a selection
of lettuce, herb and pansy plants to
create a container garden to bring
home. Members of the Green Thumb
Garden Club of Cranford will lead
the program and also will provide
instructions for care and harvesting
of a lettuce garden.

All supplies will be provided;
however, it is suggested that par-
ticipants bring their own garden
gloves. Interested persons are en-
couraged to sign up early at
hansonparkconservancy.com, as
registration is limited to the first 25
people. The cost is $10 for mem-
bers of the Hanson Park Conser-
vancy and $15 for non-members.
Payment is due at the time of regis-
tration.

In case of rain, the workshop will
be moved to the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford.

Parade Comm. Sets
Planning Meeting

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Day Parade Committee
invites everyone interested in partici-
pating in this year’s parade to come to
the planning meeting on Wednesday,
May 3, at 8 p.m. It will take place at
American Legion Martin Wallberg
Post No. 3, located at 1003 North
Avenue West, Westfield.

Organizations interested in march-
ing in this year’s tribute should have a
representative attend this meeting.
Participation in the parade also can
include sponsoring a wreath to be
placed at the Monument to Veterans of
World War I during opening ceremo-
nies or financial contributions to help
offset the costs of running the parade.

The parade is scheduled for Mon-
day, May 29, at 9 a.m. Anyone with
questions is asked to call Stan Cuba at
(908) 233-2767.

Chrissie Sloan Earns Gold
Helping Center For Hope

WESTFIELD — Chrissie Sloan of
Westfield recently earned her Girl
Scout Gold Award, the highest award
in Girl Scouting, by continuing her
family’s long tradition of volunteer-
ing with the Center for Hope Hospice
and Palliative Care in Scotch Plains.

For her Gold Award project,
Chrissie provided 55 iPhones, all
loaded with music and the FaceTime
app, for every patient at the Center for
Hope’s residences, which include
Peggy’s House in Scotch Plains and
Father Hudson House in Elizabeth, to
enjoy. Chrissie is a member of Girl
Scout Troop No. 40913 in Westfield
and a freshman at Providence Col-
lege in Rhode Island.

“I was thinking of ways to help
people de-stress and researched mu-
sic as beneficial for patients,” ex-
plained Chrissie of her project, which
she developed over a period of about
18 months and executed last summer.
“I’m happy I could help such an amaz-
ing organization in this way.”

Her research led her to the Center
for Hope, the non-profit organization
with which her family has had a
longstanding relationship. Chrissie
secured donations of iPhones and
iPods and loaded playlists of every
conceivable music genre. Hearing that
the Center was looking into iPads for
FaceTime capabilities, she expanded
the project to include that aspect.
FaceTime enhances communication
by turning the devices into video
phones, a helpful tool for faraway
friends and relatives to visit with their
loved ones under the Center’s care.

AT&T donated the iPhones; family
and friends gave additional devices,
money and more than 300 music CDs
so Chrissie could create and load mu-

sic into each one. The lyrics were all
vetted for appropriateness, playlists
were downloaded from her computer
over the course of several weeks, and
she then tackled the technological
workarounds necessary to install
FaceTime unique to this particular use.

“We are so grateful to Chrissie for
creating this project; she spurred many
happy moments for our patients,” said
Frank Brady, president of the Center
for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care.
“The individual phones enable each
patient and their loved ones to enjoy
music in a more intimate way, helping
to meet the physical, emotional and
spiritual needs of those in our care.”

Three of Chrissie’s grandparents
received care at the Center for Hope
Hospice, and her parents, Bob and
Marie, are greatly appreciative of the
comfort they received from Father
Charles Hudson and co-founder Peggy
Coloney during difficult times. They
also celebrated happy moments there.
Father Hudson married Bob and Marie
at the Center Chapel in 1991.

Mr. and Mrs. Sloan both served on
the board of trustees. Marie Sloan
joined the Auxiliary in 2001, serving
in leadership roles and volunteering
at the Hope Chest, the thrift store in
downtown Westfield that supports the
Center’s Charity Care Program. As a
youngster, Chrissie participated in the
Auxiliary’s annual fashion show. She
and her brother have volunteered at
the organization’s 5K event, and the
Sloans support the Auxiliary’s annual
wine-tasting fundraiser.

For more information about hos-
pice and palliative care offered at the
Center for Hope Hospice, or volun-
teer opportunities, visit cfhh.org or
call (908) 889-7780.

GIRL SCOUT HELPS HOSPICE...Chrissie Sloan of Westfield prepares to load
music into some of the mobile devices donated for her project to benefit patients
at the Center for Hope Hospice’s residences in Scotch Plains and Elizabeth.

Fanwood Recreation to Hold
Training Wheel Toss Event

FANWOOD — Fanwood Recre-
ation invites parents who are strug-
gling to teach their children how to
ride a two-wheeled bicycle to sign up
for its upcoming Training Wheel Toss
event on Sunday, May 7, from 1 to 4
p.m. The rain date is Sunday, May 21.

The event will be held in the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
parking lot near the Police Academy
Building, which is located at 1776
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains. Trained
volunteers will be on hand to teach
young cyclists how to ride on two
wheels and leave their training wheels
behind forever.

In order to participate, each cyclist
must wear a helmet, have a bicycle that
is in good working condition, be able

to rest his or her feet flat on the ground
while sitting on his or her bicycle seat,
be at least 4 years old and be accompa-
nied by an adult throughout the ses-
sion. Failure to meet any of these con-
ditions will disqualify the cyclist from
participating in this event. Parents or
guardians are encouraged to remove
training wheels prior to the event, if
possible, and will be required to sign a
liability waiver at the event.

Registration is free to Fanwood
and Scotch Plains residents. Space is
limited; participants must pre-regis-
ter and choose the hour they will
arrive. Anyone who does not register
in advance will not be allowed to
participate. To register, go to
fanwoodrecreation.org.

‘Second Chance’ Sale
To Benefit Library

FANWOOD — From May 5 to 7,
the Friends of the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library will hold a Second Chance
accessories sale to raise money for
the library.

This event, held at the library,
will operate like the organization’s
book sale. Volunteers sort and sell
gently-used goods, such as
pashminas, scarves, ties, handbags,
jewelry and some children’s items,
donated by residents. The goal is to
raise $3,000. Friends night is Fri-
day, May 5, from 5 to 8 p.m. Attend-
ees will need to show their member-
ship card. The sale will be open to
the public Saturday and Sunday,
May 6 and 7, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
each day, while items last.

Asked if the organization is ac-
cepting valuable items as well as
costume jewelry, Friends President
Carol Campell said, “Definitely, yes!
We hope people will bring us their
old engagement ring or their
grandpa’s tarnished cufflinks; what-
ever they can spare. We’ll have them
appraised and price them accord-
ingly. All for the library.”

Clean and usable items may be
dropped off at the library, located at 5
Forest Road. To join the volunteer
team, contact campell@verizon.net.

Program to Depict Shopping
Locally 100 Years Ago

CRANFORD — Gail Alterman,
costume curator at the Cranford His-
torical Society, will present a pro-
gram entitled “How to Shop
Local...The Early 20th Century Way”
on Wednesday, May 17, at 7:30 p.m.
It will be held at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue, Cranford.

Ms. Alterman will focus on the
way people shopped — locally —
100 years ago. What stores and
products were available in
Cranford and the surrounding area?
Where did people shop? Using ads
from the Cranford Chronicle and
other archival  sources,  Ms.
Alterman will show how people
shopped and what they bought in
an age when shopping was done
locally and when a trip to a large
department store was an excursion.

Ms. Alterman has a master’s de-
gree in costume history and design
from New York University in con-
junction with the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art. She has been a consult-
ant for various historical societies
regarding the care and storage of cos-
tume and textile collections.

The Cranford Historical Society
and the Cranford Public Library will
sponsor this program. Admission is
free and all are welcome. For more
information about the Cranford His-
torical Society, visit its web page at

cranfordhistoricalsociety.org. For
information about upcoming pro-
grams sponsored by the Cranford
Public Library, visit its web page at
cranfordlibrary.org.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Sale and Swap Meet Due
In Mountainside Saturday

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Spring Cleaning Sale
and Swap Meet will take place this
Saturday, April 29, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m., and will be held on the grounds
of the Deacon Andrew Hetfield House
at Constitution Plaza in Mountainside.
In the event of rain, the sale will take
place next door in the Mountainside
Fire House garage.

While the Sale and Swap Meet takes
place, the Mountainside Historic Com-
mittee, also known as the Mountainside
Restoration Committee, will conduct
its infamous “Chicken Plop Bingo.” If
the chicken “selects” your number on
the grid, you win. All are invited to
come witness a local chicken as she
roams the number grid. Wherever she
deposits her mark is the winning num-
ber. There will be several games of
“Chicken Plop Bingo” taking place
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. during the event.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House and Levi Cory House are lo-
cated at Constitution Plaza adjacent
to the Mountainside Public Library.
Constitution Plaza is the first right off
Birch Hill Road, which is off New
Providence Road near the
Mountainside Volunteer Fire House.

The Mountainside Restoration
Committee is a committee of volun-
teers governed by the Borough of
Mountainside. Its purpose is to re-

store and maintain the Deacon An-
drew Hetfield House and the Levi
Cory House and to collect and save
historic information and items from
destruction. For information or to
donate funds, call (908) 789-9420 or
go to mountainsidehistory.org.

AARP Chapter 4137
To Meet Monday

WESTFIELD AREA — The
Westfield Area AARP Chapter 4137
will meet on Monday, May 1, at 1 p.m.
The meeting will be held at the newly
renovated historic site known as The
Shady Rest at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, located at Jerusalem Road
and Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Election of officers for the 2017-
2018 year will take place at this meet-
ing, and Chris Weiss will take reser-
vations and payment for the chapter
luncheon at Tristina’s on Monday,
June 5. The cost of the luncheon is
$30 per person.

The chapter welcomes Scotch
Plains residents as well as residents
of surrounding towns to its meeting,
and invites them to become members
of the chapter. Dues are $10 a year
and regular meetings will resume in
September with programs and refresh-
ments. For more information, call Ilsa
Heinemeyer at (908) 322-1788.

Library Events to Celebrate
Big Bands, Light Opera

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, has announced
the dates and details for two pro-
grams coming up next month. The
library will present the Gordon James
Trio on Wednesday, May 3, at 7
p.m., and the Light Opera of New
Jersey on Saturday, May 6, at 2 p.m.

Gordon James and his musicians
will feature the Big Band swing mu-
sic of the 1920s through the 1960s.
They will start with early bands like
Paul Whiteman, Fletcher Henderson
and Ben Pollack, as well as the swing
bands of the 1930s and 1940s, such
as Duke Ellington, Glenn Miller,
Benny Goodman and Count Basie.

To wrap things up on a high note,
the trio will continue playing the
likes of the swinging pop artists of
the 1950s and 1960s including Frank
Sinatra, Dean Martin, Nat King Cole,
Ella Fitzgerald and arrangers such
as Nelson Riddle and Billy May. A
vocalist, trumpeter, flugelhornist and
lecturer, Mr. James has played sev-
eral times at the library over the
years and always draws a large crowd
of music lovers.

“Savoy Faire” is a Gilbert and
Sullivan ensemble of featured art-

ists from Light Opera of New Jer-
sey who are focused on community
outreach. Their primary goal is to
educate and enlighten audiences of
all ages while providing topnotch
entertainment.

Light Opera of New Jersey is the
artist in residence at St. Mark’s Epis-
copal Church in Basking Ridge, where
the company presents a variety of mu-
sical offerings throughout the year
ranging from opera to Broadway.

These programs are free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 43 libraries
that are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. In-
terested persons are advised to check
the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org, to see if their li-
brary participates. To register for these
upcoming programs, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”
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Mr. Mahmoud to Present
Talk on Battle at Gallipoli

Sam Mahmoud

WESTFIELD — The World War I
battle at Gallipoli will be the subject
of Sam Mahmoud’s presentation at
the Westfield Historical Society First
Wednesday Luncheon
on May 3. It will be
held at noon at the
Echo Lake Country
Club, located at 515
Springfield Avenue,
Westfield.

Gallipoli was one of
the most disastrous
World War I battles,
where casualties sus-
tained by the Western
allies and the Ottoman
(Turkish) Empire
reached 500,000, al-
most equally divided
between the warring
antagonists. It was the
calamitous brainchild of the 37-year-
old First Lord of the Admiralty Win-
ston Churchill. He wanted to forc-
ibly send the allies’ navies through
the straits of Dardanelle and the
Bosporus (sovereign Turkish water-
ways) into the Black Sea to defend
his Russian ally and supply them
with their military needs. The
Gallipoli peninsula is at the entrance
of the Dardanelle, and that is where
the battle raged and the casualties

mounted.
Mr. Mahmoud is a member and

trustee of the Westfield Historical
Society. This will be his 15th lecture

on history and world
civilization to the His-
torical Society’s mem-
bers. He also has given
presentations to Rotary
clubs, churches and sev-
eral other organizations
over the years.

Mr. Mahmoud has
been a world traveler,
lecturer, columnist and
a student of the histories
and the cultures of many
countries. He has pub-
lished numerous col-
umns and articles about
history, politics, current
events and editorial let-

ters in major state newspapers in-
cluding the Home News Tribune, the
Courier News and the Star-Ledger.

All those interested in attending
the luncheon are asked to make a
reservation by calling Mary Orlando
at (908) 233-2930 by noon on Mon-
day, May 1. The cost of the luncheon
is $30 for Westfield Historical Soci-
ety members and $35 for non-mem-
bers. It includes a three-course meal,
coffee/tea and gratuity.

MR. AND MRS. SILVEO COLLETTI

Silveo and Verna Colletti
Celebrate 70th Anniversary
Silveo and Verna Colletti of

Westfield celebrated their 70th wed-
ding anniversary on Saturday, April
15, at a party hosted by their children.

Mr. Colletti, from Linden, N.J.,
was a watchmaker in New York City
until he retired in 1984. He was a
bombardier in the United States Army
Air Force in World War II, serving in
the Pacific Theater. He remained in
the Air Force Reserve until 1979,
retiring as a major.

Mrs. Colletti, the former Miss Verna
Atkinson of Colquitt, Ga., had been

employed as an energy auditor with
Honeywell before retiring in 1992.

The couple met in 1943 when
Silveo, an Army Air Force cadet,
landed his plane on an auxiliary air
field Verna’s family leased to the
USAAF. They were married April
27, 1947.

The Collettis’ family includes five
children, Courtney, Rita, Greg,
Collette and Suzette; four grandchil-
dren, CJ, Jessie, Sara and Sammy,
and five great-grandchildren, Max,
Logan, TJ, Archer and Ainsley.

HAVE YOU ANY WOOL?...Master shearer Jeremy Mills gets ready to give this
sheep a haircut. The Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield welcomes all to
attend its annual Sheep to Shawl Festival this Sunday, April 30, from 1 to 4 p.m.,
rain or shine. The festival will highlight the process of turning wool into cloth, as
well as other common early-American tasks. There also will be children’s activi-
ties, an herb sale and bake sale, and free refreshments.

Sheep to Shawl Festival Is
Sunday at Miller-Cory

WESTFIELD — The Miller-
Cory House Museum, located at
614 Mountain Avenue, Westfield,
will hold its annual Sheep to Shawl
Festival this Sunday, April 30. It
will take place from 1 to 4 p.m.,
rain or shine.

Master shearer Jeremy Mills will
perform the process of sheep shear-
ing using traditional blade tech-
niques as was done in early
America. The museum gratefully
acknowledges Kafka Farms of
Watchung, which is providing the
sheep for the festival.

The process of turning wool into
cloth will continue with demonstra-
tions of spinning and weaving. Visi-
tors also may watch the performance
of 18th-century farm tasks such as
butter churning, soap making, “wash
day” and making the drink known
as switchel. Children can enjoy vari-
ous games and crafts. An herb sale
and a bake sale will be conducted as
well. Free refreshments will be
served. Admission is $4 for ages 13
and older; $3 for ages 3 to 12, and
free for those age 2 and younger. No
reservations are necessary.

Upcoming Sunday programs in-
clude “Welcome Spring with Flower
Power” on May 7 and “A Yankee
Doodle Celebration!” on May 21.
Also scheduled is the museum’s yard
sale, “Aunt Carrie’s Attic Sale,” on
Saturday, May 27, from 9 a.m. to 2

p.m., rain or shine. The public is
invited to both attend the sale and to
donate items such as housewares, lin-
ens, toys, bric-a-brac or small furni-
ture pieces. The museum is not ac-
cepting textbooks, clothing, electron-
ics of any kind such as televisions,
phones, computers, printers and the
like, or anything that is broken.

Interested persons are asked to
contact the museum to arrange a
drop-off time. All donations are
tax-deductible. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.

Cranford Library Friends
To Host City Winds Trio

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will
sponsor an evening of popular clas-
sical music, featuring the City Winds
Trio, on Monday, May 8, at 7:30
p.m. It will be held at the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

The City Winds Trio includes
Meredyth Coleman on oboe,

Crispian Fordham on flute, and Yuki
Higashi on bassoon, making for a
unique sound. Formed in December
2001, the trio first performed for a
meeting of the New York Lawyers
Association. In February 2002, it
auditioned for the prestigious cham-
ber series at St. Paul’s Chapel of the
Trinity Church and was one of the
few ensembles selected from among
more than 90. The trio also per-
formed at the Cathedral of St. John
the Divine in 2002.

In January 2005 City Winds per-
formed at the prestigious Noon Day
series at the United Methodist Church
of Morristown. The trio has per-
formed in more than 100 notable
chamber music series throughout the
East Coast, including Riverside
Church, St. Alban’s, Bryant Park,
and Tudor City. In the summer of
2009, the trio made its debut at
Musikfest in Bethlehem, Pa., and
performed there again in 2014.

Admission to the program is free
and all are welcome. To see other
upcoming programs sponsored by the
Friends of the Cranford Public Li-
brary, visit the Cranford Public Li-
brary page at cranfordlibrary.org and
click on Calendar or Upcoming Events.

Library Plans Programs
On Origami and Yoga

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will offer an
origami workshop for adults on
Thursday, May 4, at 2 p.m., and at
7 p.m. the same day, the library
will present “Total Body Renew
Yoga.” The yoga class also will be
presented on the following Thurs-
days, May 11 and 18. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Origami, which will be taught by
Joy Ann J. Cabanos, is the tradi-
tional Japanese art of paper fold-
ing. Participants will learn basic
origami folds and how to make a
simple floral bouquet — timely for
Mother’s Day — to take home.
Materials will be provided. Due to
the supplies and hands-on nature
of this workshop, participants must
register.

Ms. Cabanos is a mixed-media
artist, poet and arts educator who
teaches painting and origami in
county and after-school programs,
as well as in private workshops.
Currently, her traditional Filipino
“Parol” (Christmas Star) is on tour
with the Somerset County Touring
Arts Exhibit, “Welcome Neighbor:
Sharing Cultural Art Traditions.”

“Total Body Renew Yoga” will
be taught by Lorraine M. Harwelik,
a registered yoga teacher, certified

herbalist and licensed New Jersey
educator.

“Are you stiff? Sore? Grumpy?
Do your joints feel like they need a
grease job? Did you know that you
can upgrade your body’s strength,
flexibility and agility?” asked Ms.
Harwelik. “This system of yoga
movements is designed to help un-
lock your movement and comfort
potential by safely warming and
releasing muscle fibers and increas-
ing your joints’ range of motion.”

These programs are free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 43 li-
braries that  are part  of  the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. Interested
persons are advised to check the
Westfield Memorial Library’s
website at wmlnj.org and click on
the “About Us” tab to see if their
library participates.

To register for the origami or
yoga programs, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

Trivia Night-Dinner
To Aid Mission Trip

WESTFIELD — A Trivia Night,
Dinner and Silent Auction benefit-
ing the First Congregational Church
of Westfield Summer Youth Mis-
sion Trip to Denver, Colo., will be
held on Friday, May 5. It will take
place from 7 to 10 p.m. at the Italian
American Club, located at 1976
Valley Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Participants are invited to match
their wits against other teams to win
valuable prizes and bragging rights,
plus enjoy dinner and bid on many
auction items.

Doors will open at 7 p.m. and the
Trivia Quiz, hosted by a profes-
sional quizmaster, will begin
promptly at 7:45 p.m.

Dinner will include salad, baked
ziti, pizza, bread and desserts. Wa-
ter and soda will be provided. This
will be a BYOB event. Mission trip
youth will serve as the wait staff for
the evening.

The cost is $35 per person or
$325 per team (up to 10 people).
Checks should be made payable to
the First Congregational Church,
with “trivia – mission trip” on the
memo line. To register, donate to
the silent auction or for more infor-
mation, contact Nancy Elkin at
nancyelkin@comcast.net or call
(908) 451-1977.

Library Announces
Book Club Dates

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has released the
schedule for its book club meetings.

The Evening Book Club will meet
on Monday, May 1, at 7 p.m., to dis-
cuss “A Man Called Ove” by Fredrik
Backman. In this bestselling debut
novel from Sweden, a grumpy yet
loveable man finds his solitary world
turned on its head when a boisterous
young family moves in next door.

The Afternoon Book Club will meet
on Tuesday, May 16, at 1 p.m., to
discuss “Everything I Never Told
You” by Celeste Ng. A profoundly
moving story of family, secrets and
longing, the book uncovers the ways
in which mothers and daughters, fa-
thers and sons, and husbands and
wives struggle, all their lives, to un-
derstand one another.

The library’s book clubs are free
and open to the public. For more infor-
mation, go to the library’s website,
scotlib.org, e-mail library@scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or stop by the library Reference
Desk. The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

Caregivers to Meet
At Parish Center

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month,
at 7:30 p.m., in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

The next meeting of the group will
take place May 1. These are informa-
tion and sharing sessions. For more
information, call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 232-1214.

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.A.G.

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Library Invites Youth
For Chess Club

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains and Fanwood l ibrary
cardholders ages 9 to 16 are in-
vited to participate in the library’s
popular chess club, led by instruc-
tor Errol Singh, on Wednesdays,
May 3 and 17, at 6 p.m.

Pre-registration is required for
the chess club and is limited to
Scotch Plains and Fanwood
cardholders. Online registration for
the May 3 session is underway,
while online registration for the
May 17 session will open on Mon-
day, May 8. Space is limited.

For more information, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, e-
mail library@scotlib.org or stop
by the library Reference Desk. For
more information about other up-
coming activities, check out the
library’s website, scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.
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– Obituaries –
Michael Garofalo, Jr., MD, Neurologist;
Known For Dedication and Compassion
Michael Garofalo, Jr., MD of

Garwood, N.J., formerly of
Westfield, passed away on Wednes-
day, April 19, at Overlook Medical
Center in Summit, N.J., from com-
plications of Parkinson’s disease. A
Mass of Christian Burial was of-
fered on Monday, April 24, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Born in New York City to Michael
Garofalo, Sr. and Angela Garofalo,
Michael and his brother, Ralph, were
raised in Sunnyside, Queens, N.Y.

After graduation from Bryant High
School in Queens, Michael attended
Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y.,
majoring in zoology and falling in
love with the natural beauty of
Ithaca’s gorges. He held tremendous
pride as a member of the Cornell
Class of 1958 and always enjoyed
returning to his alma mater. From
Cornell, he went on to Albany Medi-
cal College, where he developed a
keen interest in neurobiology and
neurophysiology. He was elected to
membership in the Alpha Omega
Alpha Honor Medical Society and
received the Roche Award “in recog-
nition of an outstanding student of
medicine.” He returned to New York
City for his medical internship at St.
Vincent’s Hospital in Greenwich Vil-
lage prior to completing his resi-
dency in neurology at Albany Medi-
cal Center. From 1966 until his re-
tirement in August 2007, Dr.
Garofalo practiced neurology at St.
Vincent’s, serving as chairman of
the department for several years prior
to retirement. He also served as Con-
sultant at the Mary Manning Walsh
Nursing Home in New York City. He
was a brilliant clinician, devoted
mentor to hundreds of neurology resi-
dents and young faculty, and, above
all, he shared utmost compassion

with each and every one of his pa-
tients. Dr. Garofalo was a fellow of
the American Academy of Neurol-
ogy for over 50 years.

Michael met his future wife, St.
Vincent’s pediatric nurse Joyce Carol
Arbore, on the first day of his medi-
cal internship, July 1, 1962, when
they were riding in the same eleva-
tor. She noticed his first-day jitters
and offered him a Coca-Cola. They
were married on September 7, 1963
and celebrated 42 years of marriage
prior to Joyce’s death in February
2006.

Dr. Garofalo served in the U.S.
Army Reserves until 1973. On the
morning of September 11, 2001, he
was on a PATH train bound for the
World Trade Center. His train was
diverted, and he was able to make it
to St. Vincent’s, where he camped
out to await and help serve those
injured in the 9/11 attacks.

Michael held a great fascination
with trains. He enjoyed several train
adventures in his younger years, and
he especially loved recounting a tour
through the Rocky Mountains of
Colorado. He was a collector of
model trains and coins. He loved
music, particularly opera and classi-
cal, as well as traditional Italian and
Celtic.

Michael’s greatest passion and de-
votion was to his family. In retire-
ment, his truest pride and joy was in
being a grandfather. He is lovingly
survived by his children, Michael
(Lorene), Cara and Christopher;
grandchildren, Denise, Marshall and
Owen; sister-in-law, Wilmet, and
niece, Lisa, as well as countless train-
ees, colleagues and friends.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Dr.
Garofalo’s memory may be made to
the National Parkinson Foundation
or the Michael J. Fox Foundation.

April 27, 2017

Paramedic Unit Is Now At
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Rescue Squad is pleased to
announce that advanced medical care
for our community and surrounding
towns is now closer than ever. Since
December 2016, paramedics from JFK
Medical Center have being stationed
at our building on Bartle Avenue.

The rescue squad provides BLS
care (Basic Life Support) by Emer-
gency Medical Technicians. This in-
cludes everything from the stabiliza-
tion of broken bones, CPR and
defibrillation, childbirth assistance
and the Heimlich maneuver to ban-
daging cuts and managing bleeding,
to name just a few. Medic units pro-
vide ALS care (Advanced Life Sup-
port) by paramedics. These include
cardiac defibrillation as well, but para-
medics also provide intravenous flu-
ids and medicines, are able to moni-
tor heart rhythms and intubate pa-
tients, and are in communication with
an Emergency Room doctor who can
guide the care that the patient re-
ceives. Because our area has been
getting a large number of ALS calls,
having one of these units right in our
town provides quicker access to ad-
vanced lifesaving measures that para-
medics can provide. Since medic units
do not transport patients, EMTs and
paramedics ride and work together in

the back of our ambulances to get
patients to the hospital.

It’s nice to know that comprehen-
sive emergency medical care is close
by and available for all major medi-
cal emergencies. Our community is
fortunate to have these highly trained
individuals who are ready to respond.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is a
volunteer organization of Neighbors
Helping Neighbors. With over 90 vol-
unteers, we answer calls not only in
Scotch Plains but in surrounding towns
as well when needed. Besides answer-
ing calls, you will see our ambulances
at many special events held in town,
such as Scotch Plains Day, the Memo-
rial Day Parade, high school football
games, and the summer concerts on the
Village Green. We are also available to
provide demonstrations for Boy Scout
and Girl Scout troops, clubs, and any
other group that may be interested in
what we do. In addition, we lend out
wheelchairs, crutches, canes and other
assorted medical equipment free of
charge. Please reach out to us if there is
something we can do for you: (908)
322-2103 for non-emergencies or
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com.

* * *

Author: Susan Baldani, a life mem-
ber of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

Homeland Security Advisor
To Speak to Old Guard

Mitchell Erickson

SUMMIT AREA — Mitchell D.
Erickson, Ph.D., science advisor to the
U.S. Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, will speak to the Summit Area Old
Guard at its Tuesday, May 2 meeting.
He will talk about “The Long View:
Technological Opportuni-
ties and Threats in Our
Future.”

Predicting future threats
and opportunities is an
awesome task. Change has
always been a part of life,
but in the 21st century, it
seemingly has accelerated
both in the speed with
which technology ad-
vances and the impact of
new technology on indi-
viduals’ personal and pro-
fessional lives and on the
broader society as well.

One example is autonomous vehicles
that are coming much faster than many
people may have anticipated. Changes
brought about by these vehicles will

extend across all types of moving ve-
hicles (land, sea and air); all types of
transport (commuting, deliveries,
freight, visiting relatives); parking; eco-
nomics; insurance; the car industry;
signage; signaling and more.

As with all futurology,
some of these changes can be
foretold, some can be guessed
at, and some will be total
surprises. The security threats
of autonomous vehicles in-
clude hacking, failure and use
of a vehicle as a weapon. The
security opportunities include
dramatic reduction in colli-
sions (and thus deaths), less
law enforcement and reduced
infrastructure needs. Under-
neath it all, technology is
changing the platform for ev-
erything.

All active men age 50-plus are in-
vited to attend the Tuesday morning
meetings of the Summit Area Old Guard.
Meetings are held at the New Provi-
dence Municipal Center, located at 360
Elkwood Avenue, New Providence. A
coffee hour starts at 9:15 a.m., followed
by a 10 a.m. business meeting bright-
ened by singing and humor. Guest speak-
ers begin their talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays, con-
certs and other cultural events. For more
information, call Jim Hewitt at (908)
233-5507 or log onto the website
summitoldguard.org.

Library Book Sale Is On
Today Through Saturday

WESTFIELD — The 44th
Westfield Memorial Library Book
Sale will continue today through Sat-
urday. Hours are 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
today, Thursday, April 27, and tomor-
row, Friday, April 28, and 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. this Saturday, April 29.

Book selections range from clas-
sics to current novels, cooking to
sports, biographies to business. A sec-
tion dedicated to children’s offerings
has board books, Golden Books, Easy
Readers plus chapter books, young
adult and tween books.

Special deals include half-price for

teachers today; the entire sale half-
price on Friday and Bag Day on Sat-
urday, during which shoppers can fill
one bag for $7 and two bags for $10.

The sale is sponsored by the Friends
of the Westfield Memorial Library.
All proceeds go towards supporting
the Friends’ programs at the library.
For more information, contact
wmlvolunteers@gmail.com.

The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. Further information about
library programs and services is avail-
able by calling (908) 789-4090 or vis-
iting the library’s website, wmlnj.org.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001198

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-017270-15

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR WELLS FARGO
HOME EQUITY ASSET-BACKED SECURITIES
2004-2 TRUST, HOME EQUITY ASSET-
BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2004-2

VS.
Defendant: JACQUELINE KAUFMAN AND

JEFFREY KAUFMAN, HIS WIFE; JP MORGAN
CHASE BANK, N.A.

Sale Date: 05/24/2017
Writ of Execution: 02/22/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Sixty-Four Thousand One Hundred Six and 35/
100*** $264,106.35.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 4, Block 4104 f/k/a Lot 19, Block 119.
Commonly known as 431 Warren Street,

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)

100 x 50 x 100 x 50.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the North-

easterly line of Warren Street, 350 feet from the
Southeasterly line of Coles Avenue.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Seventy Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Fifty-Seven and 16/100***
$270,757.16 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 04/27, 05/04, 05/11
& 05/18/17 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001065

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-017694-14

Plaintiff: DITECH FINANCIAL LLC
VS.
Defendant: SUSAN L. OZDAMAR; STATE OF

NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 05/17/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/07/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Ninety-Five Thousand Two Hundred Eighty-Two
and 08/100*** $495,282.08].

Municipality: Town of Westfield.
Street Address: 234 South Scotch Plains Av-

enue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
Tax Lot: 2, Tax Block: 2815.
Approximate dimensions: 50.01 feet x 111.07

feet x 50.00 feet x 110.02 feet.
Nearest cross street: Austin Street.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Twenty-Eight

Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-Seven and 72/
100*** $528,537.72 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PLUESE, BECKER & SALTZMAN, LLC
20000 HORIZON WAY
SUITE 900
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-1700
4 T - 04/20, 04/27, 05/04
& 05/11/17 Fee: $150.96

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000899

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-12613-07

Plaintiff: REVERSE MORTGAGE SOLU-
TIONS, INC.

VS.
Defendant: ANTHONY 0. JOHNSON;

CHARON EQUITIES, LLC, A LIMITED LIABIL-
ITY COMPANY OF THE STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; OVER-
LOOK HOSPITAL; FIRST FIDELITY BANK; THE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY; GENERAL
MONTORS ACCEPTANCE CORPORATION;
COUNTY OF UNION; DIANE JOHNSON; THE
BANK OF NEW YORK; AUTO TECH LEASING
ASSOCIATES; JOSEPH M. MAUTI M.D., P.A.;
OLD BRIDGE-SAYREVILLE MEDICAL GROUP,
PA; UNITED FRANKLYN ASSOC FINANCIAL
CORP; VERIZON NEW JERSEY, SUCCESSOR
IN INTEREST TO BELL ATLANTIC NEW JER-
SEY; GIST R. JOHNSON, III

Sale Date: 05/03/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/04/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Ninety-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety-
Five and 13/100*** $399,995.13.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
of WESTFIELD, County of UNION and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 714 WEST BROAD
STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax Lot No. 24 in Block No. 2704.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 61 x 107.
Nearest Cross Street: MARION AVENUE.
BEGINNING at the corner formed by the inter-

section of the northwesterly side of Broad Street
and the northeasterly side of Marion Avenue;
running thence northeasterly along the north-
westerly side of Broad Street 61.17 feet to a
point; running thence northwesterly parallel or
nearly so with Marion Avenue 106.89 feet; run-
ning thence southwesterly at right angles or
nearly so to Marion Avenue 61.12 feet to the
northeasterly side of Marion Avenue and running
thence southeasterly along the northeasterly side
of Marion Avenue 109.50 feet to the point or
place of BEGINNING.

PRIOR LIENS /ENCUMBRANCES
2016 TAXES OPEN + PENALTY: $21.32.
SEWER OPEN + PENALTY: $170.00.
2015 3rd PARTY SEWER LIEN SOLD ON 12/

19/16 CERT #16-00018: $256.34.
TOTAL AS OF January 18, 2017: $446.66.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Twelve Thou-

sand Eight Hundred Seventy-Six and 74/100***
$412,876.74 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 04/06, 04/13, 04/20
& 04/27/17 Fee: $230.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000911

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-002219-16

Plaintiff: NEW YORK COMMUNITY BANK,
SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO PENN FED-
ERAL SAVINGS BANK

VS.
Defendant: BARNABAS VERES, THERESA

VERES, AND THE TOWN BANK
Sale Date: 05/03/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/05/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Three
Hundred Sixty-Five Thousand Eight Hundred
Twenty-One and 26/100*** $1,365,821.26.

All that certain lot, piece or parcel of land, with
the buildings and improvements thereon erected,
situate, lying and being in the Town of Westfield,
County of Union and State of New Jersey:

Street: 280 Canterbury Road, Westfield, New
Jersey.

Nearest Cross Street: Winyah Avenue East.
Tax Lot and Block No.: Lot 1, Block 2203.
Dimensions (approximately): 77.20 x 131.92 x

93.00 x 141.56 feet.
As the above description does not constitute a

full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain mortgage recorded in the
Office of the Union County Clerk/Register on
June 12, 2006 in Mortgage Book 11726, Page
53, et seq., and the Writ of Execution on file with
the Sheriff of Union County.

Total Upset:  ***One Million Four Hundred
Thousand One Hundred Thirty-Six and 03/100***
$1,400,136.03 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHERMAN WELLS SYLVESTER &
STAMELMAN LLP
210 PARK AVENUE
2ND FLOOR
FLORHAM PARK NEW JERSEY 07932
(973) 307-9700
4 T - 04/06, 04/13, 04/20
& 04/27/17 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000969

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-009608-15

Plaintiff: DITECH FINANCIAL LLC
VS.
Defendant: APPOLONIA

ONWUANAEGBULE; DONATUS
ONWUANAEGBULE

Sale Date: 05/03/2017
Writ of Execution: 12/29/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty Thousand Five Hundred Ninety-Four and
77/100*** $380,594.77.

Municipality: Borough of Fanwood.
Street Address: 48 Trenton Avenue, Fanwood,

New Jersey 07023.
Tax Lot: 2.
Tax Block: 120.
Approximate dimensions: 50 feet x 100 feet.
Nearest cross street: Jefferson Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ninety-Two

Thousand Fifty-Seven and 49/100***
$392,057.49 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PLUESE, BECKER & SALTZMAN, LLC
20000 HORIZON WAY
SUITE 900
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-1700
4 T - 04/06, 04/13, 04/20
& 04/27/17 Fee: $153.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001103

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-026374-15

Plaintiff: WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND
SOCIETY, FSB, DOING BUSINESS AS
CHRISTIANA TRUST, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL
CAPACITY, BUT SOLELY AS TRUSTEE FOR
BCAT 2015-14ATT

VS.
Defendant: MARIE AZARD, OLDER AZARD

AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 05/17/2017
Writ of Execution: 11/14/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Seventy-Two Thousand Two Hundred Eighteen
and 51/100*** $872,218.51].

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
COUNTY OF UNION AND STATE OF NEW
JERSEY.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 2403 HAMLETTE
PLACE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076.

TAX LOT #: 20.01, IN BLOCK #: 7201.
DIMENSIONS (APPROXIMATELY): 0.126

ACRES.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: PLAINFIELD

AVENUE.
Total Upset:  ***Nine Hundred Twenty-Two

Thousand Sixty-Seven and 02/100***
$922,067.02 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
KNUCKLES KOMOSINSKI & MANFRO LLP
50 TICE BOULEVARD
SUITE 183
WOODCLIFF LAKE, NEW JERSEY 07677
(201) 391-0370
4 T - 04/20, 04/27, 05/04
& 05/11/17 Fee: $173.40

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001167

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-013113-16

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK TRUST COM-
PANY AMERICAS, AS TRUSTE FOR RESI-
DENTIAL ACCREDIT LOANS, INC., MORT-
GAGE ASSET-BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-QS10

VS.
Defendant: JIMMY HURTADO AND ANN

MARIE HURTADO, HUSBAND AND WIFE; JP
MORGAN CHASE BANK NA; UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 05/24/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/26/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Ninety-Six Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty-Two
and 05/100*** $796,832.05.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD in the County of UNION,
and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 66, Block 27.
Commonly Known as 190 Farley Avenue,

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)

233.30 x 49.92 x 235.70 x 50.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the North-

easterly side of Farley Avenue, 183.06 feet from
the Southeasterly side of Midway Avenue.

Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Sixteen Thou-
sand Nine Hundred Nine and 56/100***
$816,909.56 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 04/27, 05/04, 05/11
& 05/18/17 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000924

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-051919-14

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS
OF BANC OF AMERICA FUNDING CORPORA-
TION MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2007-5

VS.
Defendant: MARSHALL ANTHONY; TASCHA

ANTHONY, HUSBAND AND WIFE; MARINA
DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT CO LLC T/A
BORGATA

Sale Date: 05/03/2017
Writ of Execution: 12/15/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Thirty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-Nine
and 03/100*** $539,539.03.

Municipality: Township of Scotch Plains.
Street Address: 520 Hidden Hollow, Scotch

Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Tax Lot: 21 fka 14.
Tax Block: 6001 fka 157.
Approximate dimensions: 25.00 feet x 590.20

feet x 12.35 feet x 117.00 feet x 131.39 feet x
75.67 feet.

Nearest cross street: Rolling Peaks Way.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty-One Thou-

sand Three Hundred Sixty-Four and 56/100***
$561,364.56 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PLUESE, BECKER & SALTZMAN, LLC
20000 HORIZON WAY
SUITE 900
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-1700
4 T - 04/06, 04/13, 04/20
& 04/27/17 Fee: $169.32

Wednesday Morning Club
Highlights May Events

CRANFORD — The Wednes-
day Morning Club will hold its last
business meeting of the year on
Wednesday, May 3, featuring a pre-
sentation by the Literature Depart-
ment about the lives and works of
well-known women writers of the
19th century.

The Bronte sisters, Elizabeth
Barrett Browning, Emily Dickinson
and others all shared similar expe-
riences of economic struggle and
lack of recognition during their life-
times. Attendees will discuss their
lives and share their poetry. The
meeting will begin at 10 a.m. at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. Everyone is welcome.

The closing event of the club
year will be the club’s annual lun-
cheon at the Baltusrol Country Club
in Springfield on Friday, May 12,
at 11:30 a.m. Interested persons
are asked to contact Jane Reilly to
make reservations.

The Wednesday Morning Club
offers its members many opportu-
nities to learn more about the is-
sues influencing life in their com-
munities, to discuss interesting

books, and to tap into their indi-
vidual creativity. Membership
Chairwoman Sue Driscoll is avail-
able at (908) 232-6725 to answer
questions about the club.

David Teese, 63, Active Locally, Was
Technology Industry Sales Executive

David Thomas Teese, 63, passed
away after a long illness on Friday,
April 14, 2017. A memorial Mass will
be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, April
29, 2017, at St. Peter’s Church, 406
Forman Avenue, Point Pleasant Beach,
N.J. The family will accept condo-
lences at 10:30 a.m. in the church.

A longtime resident of Westfield,
Mr. Teese, son of the late Charles
and Ruth Teese, was raised in
Cranford, N.J. He was a graduate of
Montclair State University and was
a sales executive with several firms
in the technology industry for many
years. Mr. Teese was a member of
Echo Lake Country Club and the

Westfield College Men’s Club.
He is survived by his wife, Gail

Catalon Teese, and his children, Mat-
thew and Alyssa, all of Ortley Beach;
his brothers, Charles and Howard,
and his sister, Laura, as well as many
dear family members and friends.

In lieu of flowers, kindly make
donations to the North Jersey MS
Metro Chapter, Aspen Corporate Park
1, 1480 US Highway 9, Suite 301,
Woodbridge, N.J. 07095.

Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Directors of Westfield. Please go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to of-
fer condolences.

April 27, 2017

MAGNIFICENT MUSIC...The St. Paul’s Choir, under the direction of Charles
M. Banks, will perform a concert featuring the music of Antonio Vivaldi on
Sunday, May 7, at 7 p.m., at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield. Members
of the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra also will be part of the performance.

St. Paul’s Choir, Orchestra
To Perform Vivaldi May 7

WESTFIELD — The St. Paul’s
Choir and members of the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra will
present music of Antonio Vivaldi
for double choir and double or-
chestra on Sunday, May 7, at 7
p.m., at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church.

The program will feature Summer
from The Four Seasons together with
three choral works, including his
large-scale Dixit Dominus written for
four vocal soloists, double chorus
and double orchestra.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street,
Westfield, near Euclid Avenue and
across from the Westfield Municipal
Building. Area parking is free. Con-
cert tickets may be purchased at the
door. A donation of $20 is suggested
for adults; students are welcome at
no charge.

Concert attendees are invited to a
reception following the concert. For
more information, call St. Paul’s
Music Director Charles M. Banks at
(908) 451-5082.

Crescent Singers
To Wrap Season

AREA — The Crescent Singers
will perform their final concert of
the season, entitled “The Poet
Sings,” on Sunday, May 21, at 3
p.m. It will take place in the sanctu-
ary of the Crescent Avenue Presby-
terian Church, located at 716
Watchung Avenue, Plainfield.

In this concert, the Crescent Sing-
ers will perform works by Randall
Thompson, Samuel Barber and
Elliot Levine, among others. So-
prano Marilyn Moore will be fea-
tured as special guest soloist. Tick-
ets range from $5 to $20. For more
information, call (908) 756-2468
or visit crescentconcerts.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, meditation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

goleader.com

Q: How do I download the newspaper at goleader.com?
A: Click the Download the Newspaper link, enter your
Customer #, then click the Log In button.

Q: How do I get a Customer #?
A: If you are a subscriber, your Customer # is
printed on the mailing label located on the front page
of your newspaper. It looks like this:

If you are not a subscriber and wish to be, please subscribe
and have the newspaper mailed to you containing your
Customer #.

Q: What if I only want to read the newspaper online?
A: You can become an Online Only subscriber
by going to goleader.com/form/enroll.htm.
You will receive your Customer # by email
after filling out the form.

Suggestion:
Include your Customer # when submitting
press releases to get priority handling.
For additional guidelines, please read the Help Page online
at goleader.com/help.
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This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

Foundation Will Honor
Two Garwood Couples

Local Students Accepted to
Delaware Valley University

WALKING BUS...In celebration of Earth Day, students at McKinley Elementary
School in Westfield walked to school on April 20 as part of the school’s annual
springtime “Walk to School Day” event. The purpose of the event, which was
coordinated by the BRAKES Group (Bikers, Runners And Kids are Entitled to
Safety), a pedestrian safety organization in Westfield, was to kick off the spring
season of Walking School Buses at McKinley and encourage children and parents
to walk or bike to school. Pictured, Principal Marc Biunno leads a large group of
students on a Walking School Bus to McKinley.

GARWOOD – The Education
Foundation of Garwood has chosen
two couples as people who made a
difference in the borough and will
honor them at its 13th annual Appre-
ciation Dinner, to be held at 6 p.m.
tonight, Thursday, April 27, at the
Westwood, 438 North Avenue,
Garwood.

The couples are Fire Chief Lenny
Spina and his wife, Loretta, and the
borough’s fire official, Bill Toth, and
his wife, Joan.

Chief Spina has been a member of
the Garwood Fire Department since
1976 and the fire inspector since 1984.
He has been a part-time instructor at
the Union County Fire Academy for
20 years. Mrs. Spina was a member of
the Board of Education from 1981 to
1987 and from 1993 to 1999. She is a
former president of the board and has
been a member of the Ladies Auxil-
iary of the Fire Department since
1978.

Mr. Toth has been a member of the
Garwood Fire Department since 1971
and the fire official since 1984. He
was the fire chief from 1986 to 1988.

Mrs. Toth was a member of the Board
of Education from 1981 to 1986 and
its president from 1983 to 1986. She
is a past president and a lifetime mem-
ber of the PTA and has been a mem-
ber of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fire
Department since 1971.

“The Spinas and the Toths have
shown tremendous dedication to
Garwood, devoting decades to the
Fire Department and the Board of
Education,” said Sara Todisco, the
president of the Education Founda-
tion. “We are pleased to honor them.”

The Appreciation Dinner will also
honor Susan M. Naples as the 2017
Educator of the Year.

The Education Foundation of
Garwood is a nonprofit, tax-exempt
501(c)3 organization. It was founded
in 2004 to work with the Garwood
School District “in pursuit of educa-
tional excellence.” It provides schol-
arships to graduating eighth-grade and
high school students and grants to
Garwood teachers in support of en-
richment projects. To date, over
$50,000 has been contributed to schol-
arships and grants.

PTA Announces Reflections
Contest Winners

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
On March 16, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education recog-
nized the students who participated
in the PTA Reflections Program. This
is a nationally acclaimed student rec-
ognition program established by the
National PTA designed to encourage
artistic creativity in
the classroom and at
home. Students in
grades K to 12 can
reflect on a common
theme and create
original works of art.

The theme for
2016-2017 was
“What Is Your
Story?” whereby
students submitted
their interpretation
of the theme in six
artistic areas including: Dance Cho-
reography, Film Production, Litera-
ture, Music Composition, Photogra-
phy, and Visual Arts.

The following ten students received
a Certificate of Participation from the
Union County PTA
for their creative en-
tries:

Isobel Bruce, a
fourth grade student
at Brunner School
received recogni-
tion for her literary
submission entitled,
“My Story”. Aditi
Gokhale, a second
grade student at
Coles School re-
ceived recognition
for her literary submission entitled,
“A Night at the Hotel”. Taylor Murray,
a second grade student at Coles School
received recognition for her music
composition entitled, “My Lifetime
Story”.  Emma Telepis, a third grade

student at Coles School received rec-
ognition for her photographic entry
entitled, “My Favorite Place”. Luca
DiMeglio, a third grade student at
Coles School received recognition
for his photographic entry entitled,
“My First Day”. Ava Khan, a fourth
grade student at Coles School re-

ceived recognition
for her visual arts
entry entitled, “A
Bridge Between Two
Worlds”. Mitav
Mehta, a second
grade student at
McGinn School re-
ceived recognition
for his visual arts en-
try entitled, “Feet in
Two Worlds”.  Kevin
Wright, a third grade
student at School

One received recognition for his vi-
sual arts entry entitled, “The Voices
Inside My Head”. Emily Colasanti, a
fifth grade student at Terrill Middle
School received county recognition
for her literary entry entitled, “Who

am I…”. Kayla
Fiore, a fifth grade
student at Terrill
Middle School re-
ceived county recog-
nition for her music
entry entitled,
“Changes”.

In addition to the
10 students being
recognized by the
county, the follow-
ing three students
creative entries have

received recognition from the State
PTA:  Briana McGowan, an 11th grade
student at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School received an “Honorable
Mention Award” for her literary entry
entitled, “I am OK”. Ellie Agnello, a
fourth grade student at Coles School
received an “Award of Merit” for her
film production entitled, “This is my
Story”. Ryan Agnello, an eighth grade
student at Terrill Middle Scholl con-
tinues to be recognized by the State of
New Jersey PTA with an “Award of
Excellence” for his film production
entitled, “Why I’m Always Late”. This
is the fifth year that one of Ryan’s film
productions is being recognized by
Union County and the State of New
Jersey PTA.  Ryan’s entry wll now be
judged at the national level.

Elementary School Winners

SPRING SING...The Cranford High School (CHS) Performing Arts Department
begins its Spring Concert Season with the Spring Choral Concert today, on
Thursday, April 27 at 7:30 p.m. in the CHS Auditorium. The public is invited to
enjoy selections from the Women’s and Men’s Choruses, the Noteworthy Gentle-
men, the Women’s Ensemble, the Madrigal Choir, and the Concert Choir. The
performance is free and open to the public. Pictured above is the 2016-2017
Cranford High School Concert Choir .

EARNING HIGH MARKS...Westfield High School (WHS) announced that eight
more students each achieved the highest score on either the SAT or ACT
standardized tests widely used for college admission and placement criteria. WHS
Principal, Derrick Nelson, Ed.D., left, was on hand to congratulate each 11th
grader personally for achieving the perfect scores. Standing next to Dr. Nelson and
earning the perfect SAT score in January, 2017 is Robert Faktor - Math 2,
followed by students who earned the top score of 36 in March on the ACT (from
left to right): Marlo Avidon - English; Chloe Brown - Math; Andrew Dazzo -
Science, STEM & Reading; Jessica Fritz - Science; Yenteen Hu - English; Noah
Schwartz – Reading; and Rollins Terry - English.

Middle  School Winners

Emerson College
Announces Dean's List

BOSTON, Mass. – The follow-
ing local residents have been named
to Emerson College's Dean's List
for the Fall 2016 semester. The re-
quirement to make the Dean's List
is a grade point average of 3.7 or
higher.

Bianca Assaf of Cranford, a Me-
dia Arts Production major.

Simeon Granada of Cranford, a
Theatre and Performance major.

Nathaniel Graham of Fanwood, a
Media Arts Production major.

Philip Tice of Scotch Plains, a
Media Arts Production major.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Local Students Earn Dean's
List at Washington Univ.

ST LOUIS, Mo. – The following
Westfield students have been named
to the Dean's List for the fall 2016
semester at Washington University in
St. Louis.

 David Gruskin, is enrolled in the
university's College of Arts and Sci-
ences. To qualify for the Dean's List
in the College of Arts & Sciences,
students must earn a semester grade
point average of 3.6 or above and be
enrolled in at least 14 graded units.

Lydia Seaman, is enrolled in the
university's College of Art in the Sam
Fox School of Design and Visual
Arts. To qualify for the Dean's List in
the College of Art, students must earn
a semester grade point average of 3.5
or above and be enrolled in at least 14
graded units.

 Julia Simpson, is enrolled in the
university's School of Engineering
and Applied Science. To qualify for
the Dean's List in the School of Engi-
neering and Applied Science, students
must earn a semester grade point av-
erage of 3.6 or above and be enrolled

in at least 12 graded units.
Caroline Stocking, is enrolled in

the university's School of Engineer-
ing and Applied Science. To qualify
for the Dean's List in the School of
Engineering and Applied Science,
students must earn a semester grade
point average of 3.6 or above and be
enrolled in at least 12 graded units.

Hotz Named to Dean's
List at Bates College
LEWISTON, M.E. – Tremearne

Hotz of Mountainside was named to
the dean's list at Bates College for the
fall semester ending in December
2016. This is a distinction earned by
students whose cumulative grade
point average is 3.71 or higher.

Tremearne, the son of Mr. Paul A.
Hotz and Mrs. Lynn S. Robertson-
Hotz of Mountainside, is a 2013
graduate of Governor Livingston High
School. He is majoring in biological
chemistry at Bates.

Edison Intermediate Puts a
New Spin on Career Day

McBain Displaying Work
In Student Art Exhibition

DOYLESTOWN, Penn. – Marie-
elena Pafumi of Westfield and Will-
iam Kluckas of Scotch Plains have
been accepted for admission at Dela-
ware Valley University.

Delaware Valley University is an
independent, comprehensive uni-
versity with more than 1,000 acres
in Bucks and Montgomery coun-
ties. Founded in 1896, DelVal em-

phasizes experiential and interdis-
ciplinary learning and provides
small class sizes where students
learn on a first-name basis. DelVal
offers more than 25 undergraduate
majors in the sciences, humanities
and business, more than five master's
programs, a Doctor of Education
and a variety of adult education
courses.

 Lamb Graduates
Grantham University
LENEXA, Kansas – Grantham

University is proud to announce that
Lucas Lamb, of Westfield, recently
graduated with an online BS Elec-
tronic Engineering Tech.

"We are so proud to congratulate
Lucas Lamb on trusting our team
with the dream of education. What an
accomplishment!" said Cheryl Hayek,
Grantham's interim university presi-
dent and chief academic officer. "It
gives us such great pleasure to see
students' hard work result in an edu-
cation that will help set them up for
success in the next exciting chapter of
their lives."

WESTFIELD – On March 17, over
20 Westfield parents of Edison Inter-
mediate School students volunteered
their time to come in and explain
what it was like to work in one of the
STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math) careers.

With the rapid growth in these ar-
eas, schools have been trying to get
more and more students involved in
STEM.  Among the careers repre-
sented were biomedical engineering,

crime scene investigation from the
FBI, pharmaceutical safety, physical
therapy, patent attorney, digital mar-
keting, financial compliance, IBM
marketing, and a math professor.

This year, parents focused their visit
on reaching the seventh grade stu-
dents, and next year Edison is look-
ing to expand this career day to all
grades.

“Students are always trying to un-
derstand how what they are learning
in school relates to the real world,”
explained David Parke, seventh grade
science teacher and coordinator for
this year’s career day. “By connect-
ing their knowledge to careers that
will someday be available to them,
the learning becomes more meaning-
ful,” he added.

Eric Harnisher, one of Parke’s stu-
dents, shared his impression of the
career presentations: “It was cool to
learn about all the STEM careers, and
fun to see what they did during the
day.”

With the large number of willing
parent volunteers and positive re-
sponse from the students and staff,
the Edison career day is expected to
become a long standing tradition at
the school.

Gettysburg College Tells
Fall 2016 Dean’s List

ONEONTA, N.Y. – Artwork by
Emily McBain of Westfield, is fea-
tured in SUNY Oneonta's 2017 An-
nual Juried Student Art Exhibition.

On display through Saturday, May
13 at the Martin-Mullen Art Gallery
in the college's Fine Arts Center, the
exhibition features more than 100
works by student artists. Featured
artworks were chosen from an open
jury process and works entered by

the art faculty. Painting, drawing,
sculpture, digital print, digital video
and an assortment of mixed media
make up this year's offerings.

Gallery hours are weekdays, 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m., during special events and by
appointment while classes are in ses-
sion. More information is available
from Gallery Director Tim Sheesley at
(607) 436-3456 and on the Martin-
Mullen Art Gallery website.

GETTYSBURG, Penn. –
Founded in 1832, Gettysburg Col-
lege is a highly selective four-year
residential college of liberal arts
and sciences with a strong aca-
demic tradition that includes
Rhodes Scholars, a Nobel laureate
and other distinguished scholars
among its alumni. The college en-
rolls 2,600 undergraduate students
and is located on a 200-acre cam-
pus adjacent to the Gettysburg
National Military Park in Pennsyl-
vania.

Elizabeth Sarah Fox, Class of
2018, from Westfield, has been
placed on the Gettysburg College
Dean's Honor List (3.6 or above)
for the in the Fall 2016 semester.

Danny Harcourt, Class of  2019,

from Westfield, has been placed on
the Gettysburg College Dean's
Commendation List (3.3 -3.59) for
the in the Fall 2016 semester.

Carly Kalis, Class of  2019, from
Westfield, has been placed on the
Gettysburg College Dean's Honor
List (3.6 or above) for the in the
Fall 2016 semester.

Sip and Shop Event
Benefits Scholarships
CRANFORD – The public is in-

vited to downtown Cranford for an
evening of Sipping and Shopping
on Friday, May 12 from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m.. The event will include refresh-
ments, discounts, goody bags, mu-
sic, and so much more.

Proceeds will benefit Cranford
Woman's Club philanthropic and
scholarship fund. Tickets are avail-
able in-stores at The Amber Feather,
Periwinkles, and Mik Money. Tick-
ets are $20 in advance, and $25 the
night of the event..

LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS

BRING RESULTS
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Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
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Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI

FRANKISOLDI @GMAIL.COM

Cell: 908-787-5990

THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

One step closer to your 

DREAM HOME

THE SAVANNAH. Luxury living in elegant 2 bedroom, 2 bath townhouse. One floor living, fireplace, hardwood
floors, gourmet kitchen. Concierge service, elevator, heated garage parking and easy access to everything.

Member of Coldwell Banker International President's
Premier-Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

#1 REALTOR , Westfield East Office, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

908-301-2015, Direct

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

GREAT NEW PRICE - $699,000

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

SPF’s WEBER 1 DISCUS, NELSON H.J.; CR’s CHANG T.J.

WF Wins 6; Cougars Shot, PV,
At Blue Devil Classic Relays

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top honors in the distance medley
relays (DMR) belonged to the
Westfield High School boys, who also
won the team high jump and long
jump, and girls, who also won the
4x800 and javelin event, at the Blue
Devil Classic Relays at Gary Kehler

Stadium in Westfield on April 22. The
Cranford Cougar girls won the team
shot put and the boys won the team
pole vault. Also a number of Blue
Devils, Cougars and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders recorded the top
individual totals in jumping and field
events.

Blue Devils Spencer Weigand

(1,200), Cam McLaughlin (400),
James McCutcheon (800) and Jake
Triarsi (1,600) beat out their Union
Catholic (UC) opponents in the DMR
with a time of 10:35.18. Raiders Ben
Fleischer, Brandon Garcia, Colin
Sullivan and Max Toll finished fifth
at 10:53.24.

HOWELL, ROMANO, LAWRENCE HR; RINALDI TRIPLE

Blue Devils Go Long; Stagger
ALJ Crusaders in Softball, 7-5

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Crusader senior pitcher Gianna
Randazza has been devastating to Blue
Devil batters, as well as to other oppo-
nents the past three seasons, but this
time the Westfield High School soft-
ball team found success with the long
ball, tagging her for three home runs
and a triple, to emerge with a 7-5
victory over AL Johnson in Westfield
on April 19. The home runs came off
the bats of three sophomores,
Genevieve Howell, Julia Romano and
Erica Lawrence, respectively, and the
triple came off the bat of senior
Danielle Rinaldi.

Once in each of the past two years,
Randazza came within one batter
from pitching a perfect game against

the Blue Devils. Last year on April
11, Randazza retired 18 straight bat-
ters before Romano reached first on
a throwing error in the seventh but
Randazza struck out the next three
batters. Later in the season,
Randazza tossed a three-hitter in a
12-1 win over the Blue Devils dur-
ing the Union County Tournament
(UCT) semifinals.

This time the 6-2 Blue Devils to-
taled seven hits and the three home
runs accounted for five of the RBI.
Lawrence, who sealed the deal with
her two run homer in the bottom of the
sixth, also singled in the fourth.
Romano blasted a two-run homer in
the fourth and scored twice. Howell
hammered a solo homer in the third
and Rinaldi tripled and scored in the

fourth and added an RBI walk in the
second. Natalie Patterson singled and
scored once and Jordan Sacher had an
RBI single.

“We hit the ball pretty hard from
the second inning on today. Nobody
was trying to do too much but she
[Randazza] provides a lot of power.
The good thing about that if you hit it
square, you will make pretty solid
contact. She didn’t pitch a bad game.
We hit well. She was mixing the ball
up a little, changing speed, which I
hadn’t really seen her do in the past.
She never needed to against us but we
hit the ball square today,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Caitlin MacDonald said.

“This game just goes to show you
that a lot of it is about the hype. And

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING THE HANDOFF...Blue Devil Tani Horton, center, receives the handoff from Devyn Heinzerling to begin the
second leg of the distance medley relay at the Blue Devil Classic Relays in Westfield on April 22. Heinzerling, Horton, Emma
Jackler and Mia Melao took top honors in the event.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOME RUN WITH EMPHASIS...Blue Devil Julia Romano leaps on home plate after crushing a two-run home run in the
fourth inning against the ALJ Crusaders. The Blue Devils tagged pitcher Gianna Randazza for three homers in a 7-5 win.

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Westfield/Morristown
Baseball on Page 17
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WF Wins 6; Cougars 2 at Blue Devil Classic
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

918 Charlotte Road, Plainfield      $469,000. 
Residing in lovely Sleep Hollow, this spacious Ranch features marvelous 
indoor and outdoor living. Updated kitchen and baths complement the 
interior while a Trex deck, waterfall, Koi pond and an open front porch  
enhance the exterior. Move right in to this home that is close to so much. 

22 Forest Avenue, Cranford      $779,900. 
Situated on an expansive lot, this classic Victorian with wrap-around  
porch is close to downtown with shops, restaurants & a movie theater. 
The interior enchants with high ceilings, gorgeous moldings, hardwood 
floors and essential updates including the kitchen with Butler’s pantry.  

791 Lamberts Mill Road, Westfield                  $695,000. 
A superb sun lit porch highlights this inviting home which offers a master 
bedroom suite, junior suite, living room with fireplace, formal dining 
room and family room with built-ins. There are three more bedrooms, a 
third full bath, hardwood floors, deck, update roof and a beautiful yard. 

301 Meeting House Lane, Mountainside     $749,000. 
Tending by a loving hand, on a park-like property, the interior charms 
you with hardwood floors, expansive windows, living room with fire-
place, updated kitchen with breakfast & sitting area and an easy flow. 
Outdoors you'll find a deck, mature plantings and patio for hours of fun.  

110 Gallowae, Watchung                               $1,749,000. 
Created for a life of luxury, this glorious residence artfully fuses ele-
gance, creature comforts and design details. The foyer with floating stair-
case introduces the richly appointed rooms including a superb family 
room, top-of-the-line kitchen, fabulous master compound and much more. 

20 Woods Lane, Colonia                 $3,999.000. 
In the tradition of grand European castles, the interior of this Estates area 
manor boasts an unsurpassed interior, suffused with opulence and luxury. 
Highlights include exquisite marble & granite, embellished moldings, 
impressive chef’s kitchen and a master suite that demands to be seen.  

CASAZZA 3 HITS; SKALSKI, GLUCK, LEFANO 2 HITS EA.

Softball Cougars Hold Down
Kearny Lady Kardinals, 5-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunities came and some
slipped past but the Cranford High
School softball team received enough
key hits at the right time, along with
heads-up defensive plays to go with a
strong pitching performance from
Brenna Dolan to hold down the
Kearny Kardinals, 5-3, at Adams Field
in Cranford on April 21. The majority
of the key hits came off the bats of
leadoff hitter Liz Casazza, who went
3-for-4 with a run scored, and Jillian
Skalski, who went 2-for-4 with an
RBI double and two runs scored.

The 6-3 Cougars totaled 11 hits and
also got a pair of hits from Sarah
Gluck and Julie Lefano, who both
doubled once. Tessa Ferentino singled
and scored once and Christina Ilkow
singled. Jayne Mallon walked and
scored once. Kardinal pitcher
Giovanni Scrimo, however, had a very
deceptive change-up and did manage
to strikeout five Cougars, while walk-
ing just one.

“She caught us on some of it but I

think that the people who stayed back
on it really took it out there,” Skalski
said.

“Also her pitch had a weird arc to it,
so we had to work with that also but
when we attacked it, it went way past
their outfielders. That helped us out,”
Casazza added.

Dolan allowed eight hits, while
striking out six, walking a batter and
hitting two. Although none of her
three hits let the infield, leadoff batter
Gianna Hoch was nearly impossible
to get out because of her blazing speed.
Deanna Trusholowski tapped two
singles and had an RBI. Michelle
Espinoza and Emilee Marshall each
singled and scored once. Tatiana
Fermaint singled.

The Cougars scored three times in
the bottom of the first inning. Casazza
slapped a single to right and Ferentinos
laid down a bunt single. Skalski lined
an RBI double past the leftfielder.
When Grace O’Brien’s fly ball to left
was dropped, Ferentino and Skalski
scooted home.

The Kardinals answered with two

in the second and Espinoza began it
with a leadoff walk. Marshall poked a
single to right and Truskolowski
punched an RBI single to right that
was mishandled, which allowed
Marshall to score.

The Cougars’ first missed opportu-
nity came in the second inning when
Gluck singled but was called out at-
tempting to steal second then Lefano
followed with her double to center.
But the Cougars scored twice in the
third when Skalski, who singled, and
Mallon, who walked, both scored
when Ilkow’s grounder got past the
third baseman.

The Cougar fourth inning pre-
sented another opportunity. Lefano
plopped a single over first and
Casazza squibbled a spinning single
between the mound and home plate.
Ferentinos’ sac bunt moved both run-
ners into scoring position. Skalski
stepped to the plate ready to bang the
hammer, and she did, but her shot
went straight to the centerfielder, who
was playing deep.

Weigand ran the first leg and handed
off in first position to McLaughlin.

“It was the leadoff leg. My goal
was try to stick on the front and UC
was definitely going to try to break
that. We went out really hard. We
came around for the last lap. I felt
good so I tried to take it from the
200,” Weigand explained.

“I went out a little slow on mine and
Elijah from UC caught me early pass-
ing me. I just tried to hold with him
until the last 100 where I usually have
a pretty good kick. I was able to pass
him the last 50, give it to us in first.
Our handoff was smooth. We got out
of the station clean,” McLaughlin
explained.

McCutcheon took the handoff from
McLaughlin.

“UC always gives us a run for our
money. I just tried to hang on the guy,
let him pace me. At the end, it was
close. He had a great kick. I got it in
first. Cam did an amazing job in the
4[00]. He gave me a good lead. This
whole DMR team gave it 100 per-
cent. It’s really an honor to be with
these guys,” McCutcheon said.

Triarsi actually ran the 1,600 leg in
place of Matt Meusel, who has a
stress fracture.

“I thought we were out a little slow,
so I knew it was going to be a kick
race. I did not want to risk it for the
last three [laps], so I took it early and
did what I was supposed to do on the
last lap. We were a man down with
Matt Meusel so I took over that mile
spot. That was for him,” Triarsi said.

Blue Devils Phil Dwyer at a per-
sonal record (PR) 21-5 — best in
meet and Sam Bennett (19-3.25) won
the long jump relay with a distance of
40-3.75. Raider Nigel Nelson and GL
Highlander Kilian Quinn tied for the
best height in the high jump at 6-0 but
Blue Devils Tom Fuccillo (5-10) and
Dwyer (5-8) won the event with a
total height of 11-6.

Cougars Trey Pascual at 12-6
(meet’s best) and Mark Lynch at 12-
0 won the pole vault with a height of
24-6. Cougar Addison Chang had
the best distance in the triple jump at
42-0.25 and Raider Nelson had the
seventh-best at 39-1.5. Raider Izu
Mozie had the sixth-best throw in
the discus at 140-7 and the ninth-
best in the shot put at 47-1. In the
javelin, Fuccillo with a distance of
155-9 (4th best) and Blue Devil Joe
SanGiacomo at 139-9 took second
with a distance of 295-6.

GL Highlanders Andrew Aguilera
at 54.75 and Doug Ladzinski at 57.16
had the first and third best times in the
400 hurdles. Blue Devils McLaughlin,
Rob Brown, Dan Audino and Weigand
took second in the sprint medley re-
lay (SMR) at 3:42.31 and Westfield B
(McCutcheon, Jack Neiswenter, Dan
LaMastra and Triarsi) finished fifth
at 3:45. Dwyer, Neiswenter, Audino
and Brown took fifth in the 4x100 at
44.68. Dwyer, Audino, Neiswenter
and McLaughlin took seventh in the
4x200 at 1:33.49 followed by Raid-
ers Jumar Etkins, Dwight Laylor, Gra-
ham McAlindin and Nelson at
1:33.51. In the 4x800, Raiders
Fleischer, Garcia, Ricardo Lopez and
Sullivan took seventh at 8:32.19.
Highlanders Aguilera, Tim
Bronthover, Alex Janiak and
Ladzinski finished fourth in the 4x100
at 1:04.84.

In the girls meet, Blue Devils Devyn
Heinzerling (1,200), Tani Horton
(400), Emma Jackler (800) and Mia
Melao (1,600) crossed first in the
DMR with a time of 12:40.43. The
Westfield B team of Jessica Stern,
Caroline Stockwell, Sarah Hacker and
Ryan Kirby finished second ahead of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING THE SECOND LEG...Blue Devil Cam McLaughlin, center, receives the handoff from Spencer Weigand to
begin the 400 meter leg of the distance medley relay at the Blue Devil Classic Relays in Westfield on April 22. Weigand,
McLaughlin, James McCutcheon and Jake Triarsi took first place in the event.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE FORCE OUT...Cougar shortstop Liz Casazza, center, gets the force out on Kardinal Giovanna Scrimmo
in the fifth inning as second baseman Jillian Skalski backs her. The Cougars defeated Kearny, 5-3, in Cranford on April 21.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 27, 2017 Page 13

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

GERRATO NETS 7; BRETZ, PAPROCKI 3 GOALS, 1 ASST

Highlander Lady Laxers Nip
Raiders in Wild Affair, 17-16

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Governor Livingston rallied from a
five-goal second-half deficit to over-
come Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 17-16,
on April 22 in Scotch Plains. Lindsay
Gerrato scored seven goals to lead the
Highlanders. Trailing 13-8 with 20:31
remaining in the game, Governor
Livingston went on a 7-0 run over the
next 13 minutes to finally take the
lead. Gerrato scored three times dur-
ing the game-changing stretch, utiliz-
ing her height advantage to pot the

ball on short overhand strikes.
“I was being face guarded through-

out the game,” said Gerrato. “I knew
I could get open on cuts and when I
got the passes I took advantage of my
position and fired.”

Amber Bretz scored for the Raid-
ers to cut it to 15-14 with 6:07 left in
the game but the Highlanders an-
swered with two more goals to build
a 17-14 lead with just under five min-
utes remaining. The Raiders dug down
deep to try and salvage a game they

appeared to have in hand just minutes
earlier.

Bretz scored again at 4:36, cutting
the deficit to 17-15. Then with time
winding down under a minute, Erica
Paprocki took it upon herself to keep
the Raider hopes alive as she made a
determined run up the middle of the
field then potted the ball into the back
of the net with just :38 to play.

The fate of the game now hinged on
whether the Raiders could win the
draw. But GL’s Elena Gerrato out
dueled Bretz to win the ball, allowing

the Highlanders to run out the clock
and come away with a one-goal come-
back victory in a memorable match.

“They really wanted this game,”
said Governor Livingston Head Coach
Chloe Griffin. “They knew it was a
game they had to win if they wanted to
have a shot at the conference title. We
got off to a slow start but came back
and played our game in the second
half. No question that Lindsay was a
big factor for us today. She can do it
all out on the field. She scores, passes,

defends and she is a really unselfish
player. She also has a sense of when to
take over a game and she showed that
today.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (3-6), a
much-improved team from last year,
surged to the lead in the first half
building a 5-1 advantage. The Raid-
ers appeared to be the quicker of the
two teams early on with players like
Sabrina DiLollo and Bretz frequently
ahead of the GL defense for close
range shot attempts.

“We came in and once they scored
that first goal they really took the
momentum from us,” said GL’s Meryl
Schaffer. “Our mechanics were not
good early in the game. In the second
half it was going to come down to
winning the ground balls if we were
going to get back into the game.”

The Raiders built to an 11-7 half-
time lead and it could have been more
had it not been for some solid work in
goal by GL’s Elizabeth Morabito.
Usually when a keeper gives up 16
goals it is a bad day but Morabito also
came up with 11 saves, many of which
came in the first half when she was
under constant pressure. Her work
kept the Raiders from getting too far
out in front, setting the stage for a
second half comeback.

“In the first half we were making
smart decisions with the ball,” said
Raider DiLollo. “The rain really be-
gan to become a factor and I think we
got sloppy in the second half. We
were getting a little tired and as they
started to come back on us, I think we
got a little tense and stopped execut-
ing well for too long a stretch of
time.”

Bretz and Erica Paprocki paced the
Raider attack with each scoring three
goals and adding one assist. Raiders
DiLollo and Kelly Mehorter added
three goals each. Erica Chiappi,
Jordyn Wheeler, Kerry Regan and
Sofia Frias each potted one goal for
the home team.

Governor Livingston (4-2) got three
goals and two assists from Skylar
Dowling. Valerie Diamond also
scored three goals. Riley Jankowski
had two goals and two assists for the
Highlanders and Schaffer added two
goals. Mackenzie Lloyd contributed
an assist for the winners.

For the Raiders, the loss will sting
for a while as they not only had the
lead in the second half but also really
were playing much better throughout
the first half. In the end though, the
Raiders had no answer for Gerrato,
who was next to unstoppable during
the Highlander rally.

“I think her height was a big fac-
tor,” said Raider Bretz. “When she
got the ball down close like that she
was not going to be stopped. It was
our fault because we let her get open
too often. We weren’t sliding down
quick enough.”
Gov. Livingston   7 10 17
Sc Pl-Fanwood 11   5 16

 

July 10 - July 14 

July 17 - July 21 
 

At Indians Basketball Camp, we guarantee fun while playing the game!

The Indians staff is committed to excellence in every aspect of the game. 

Boys and Girls 

Entering Grades 1-10

2 Locations: 

Rahway High School 

Madison Elementary School 

Tuition: $190

Includes – Camp “T” Shirt, Prizes 

Siblings and additional week(s) 

At a cost of $170 

INDIANS BASKETBALL CAMP 

All sessions run from 

9am to 2:30pm 

Fundamentals are 
constantly stressed in 
making basketball fun 

College Trained Instructors 

Tom Lewis & Kevin Conroy Directors

732-396-3717 

Register on line at : 

https://sites.google.com/site/indiansbasketballcamp/ 

 

 

McALINDIN KNOCKS IN 3 RBI, 2 DBLS; YAREM 3 RUNS

Raider Bats Come Alive Again;
Romp Over Linden Nine, 14-2

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team shook off a
weeklong hitting slump with a solid
14-2 victory over Linden on April 18
in Scotch Plains. Senior Colin
McAlindin went 2-for-2 with a pair of
doubles, drove in three runs and scored
twice to spark the Raiders’ offense.

The Raiders, losers of three straight
and four of their previous five games,
came into the contest struggling at the
plate. In its four losses, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood averaged just 2.3 runs per
game. The visitors proved to be just
what the doctor ordered.

“We played well today,” said Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Head Coach Joe
Higgins. “It was good to see some of
the kids, who had been struggling at
the plate, come out and have big days.
Colin McAlindin for sure had a big
day for us and George Mueller hit the
ball well. They both looked comfort-
able at the plate, which is the most
important thing. Every game is differ-
ent. This is definitely a win that we
needed to get. It helps. Momentum is
a very big part of baseball and hope-
fully this can be a game that gives us
that moving forward.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood scored
early without the aid of their bats. The
Raiders put two runs on the board in
the bottom of the first courtesy of

Linden’s generosity and their own
opportunism. Leadoff batter Jake
Canavan reached on an error by the
Linden third baseman. Canavan would
steal second, take third on a wild pitch
and then steal home for the game’s
first run. Peter Yarem would later
walk with one out. He too would
advance by stealing second, moving
to third on an error before eventually
coming home on a sac fly from
McAlindin.

Linden answered with a run in the
top half of the second inning against
Raider starter Marc Occhipinti, who
was wild in the inning. Occhipinti
walked a pair of batters then hit an-
other setting the stage for the Tigers to
plate a run on a routine ground ball by
Nicholas Johns.

The Raiders erupted for six runs in
the bottom of the second inning to
blow the game open. Back-to-back-
to back singles by Sam Schetelich,
George Mueller and Patrick Downey
loaded the bases for the Raiders with
no outs. Canavan got a run home with
a sac fly to left. Peter Warren was hit
by a pitch to load the bases once
again. Yarem drove in another run on
a force play to second making it 4-1.
Matt Fox then beat out a slow roller to
short that resulted in two runs scoring
after the throw went awry. McAlindin
then stepped up to the plate and ripped
a double into the left-centerfield gap,

good for another RBI.
“I’ve been struggling at the plate so

far,” said McAlindin. “So given the
situation, I was going to be patient
and wait for my pitch. He put a fastball
down the plate and I got into it pretty
good.”

Ryan Yawger followed with an RBI
single before Linden pitchers finally
stopped the bleeding but by now,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood had built an 8-
1 lead. Linden scored a run in the third
to cut it to 8-2. Ryan Wagner singled
and Vincent Farley doubled against
Occhipinti before Austin Urban deliv-
ered a sac fly RBI. Linden would go on
to load the bases before Higgins de-
cided to bring in Nick McCormack in
relief of his struggling starter.
McCormack ended the potential big
inning by retiring Nicholas Moreno on
a ground ball to second base.

“Marc wasn’t sharp today,” said
Higgins. “He usually does a great job
of throwing strikes but today he
couldn’t find it. Nick came in and did
a nice job in relief.”

Linden would pay for not getting
more when they could. The Raiders
came back in the fourth to plate six
more runs. This time, the Raider bats
were responsible for the uprising.
Schetelich walked and Mueller fol-
lowed with a single. Canavan would
later single to drive home a run. After
a Warren RBI single, Yarem stepped
up to the plate and belted and RBI
double down the right field line.
McAlindin had the second of his RBI
doubles when he laced a shot over the
leftfielder’s head.

“On that one I really won the battle
by working the count to 3-1,” said
McAlindin. “He had to come down
the middle with the pitch, so I turned
on it and got a hold of it.”

Jonathan Ramos would also have a
two-run single in the inning. In the
fifth inning, Higgins called on junior
Erik Kaufman to close things out.
Kaufman allowed a two-out single
before setting down Paul Charlot look-
ing to end the game.

McCormack picked up the win for
the Raiders, pitching one and one-
third innings, striking out one batter
and allowing one hit. Eight different
Raider batters had hits in the game.
Yarem scored three runs. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood improved its season
mark to 4-4 while Linden remains
winless at 0-8.
Linden 011 00 2
Sc Pl-Fanwood 260 6x 14

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WARMING UP ON THE SIDE...Raider Nick McCormack warms up on the side and eventuall relieves starting pitcher Marc
Occhipinti late in the third inning against the Linden Tigers. The Raiders Romped over the Tigers, 14-2.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HIGHLANDER TEAM CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right, are Governor
Livingston Highlander team captains Bridget Colendenski, Meryl Schaffer and
Lindsay Gerrato.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ADDING OFFENSE FOR THE RAIDERS...Sabrina DiLollo, left, and Amber
Bretz each scored three goals for the Raiders against the GL Highlanders.

CALLAN SCORES 2 GOALS, 1 ASSIST; BRYSON 2 GOALS

Cougars’ Rally Falls Short;
Pioneer Boy Laxers Win, 7-5

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A late rally came up short once
again as the Cougar boys lacrosse
team dropped a 7-5 decision to New
Providence on April 20 at Memorial
Field in Cranford. The Cougars came
up with three unanswered fourth-pe-
riod goals to cut a 7-2 deficit to just
two at 7-5. With still over three min-
utes to play and a man up advantage
for the next 1:20, the Cougars had a
chance to pull within one goal. But it
never happened. Instead, the Cougars
failed to notch another goal when
they needed it most and ended up with
another close loss, dropping their
overall season mark to 1-8.

“This game kind of encapsulates
our season so far,” said Cranford Head
Coach Al Reinoso. “The kids played
really tough defense throughout the
game as they have all year. We got just
enough offense to keep it close but
not enough to pull out the win. The
effort is there. We just aren’t coming
up with the finish to our plays.”

It is a story that has become all too
familiar for Coach Reinoso. Through
nine games, the Cougars have scored
just 56 goals for a less than healthy
6.2 per game average.

The Pioneers came into Thursday’s
contest with a comparably young and
inexperienced squad but it was clear
that New Providence was a little more
polished at this point in their develop-
ment. Tyler Lawton got off quickly,
scoring two goals in the first period to
give the Pioneers a 2-0 lead. On his
first goal coming just two minutes
into the game, Lawton swept in from

behind the net and deposited the ball
past unsuspecting Cranford goal-
keeper Phil Marotta. Lawton’s sec-
ond score came with 4:09 left in the
opening quarter and was a virtual
repeat of the first goal.

Cougar Jack Callan got one back
when his attempt dribbled past the
Pioneer goaltender with 9:41 left in
the second quarter. New Providence
tacked on two more goals before the
break when Jack Barletta scored with
5:52 remaining and Ryan Pope fol-
lowed that 36 seconds later when he
bounced one in from the right side of
the net, extending the lead to 4-1.
While the Cranford defensive effort
was good, the Pioneer defense was
stifling Cougars throughout the first
half.

“We are similar teams in a lot of
ways,” said Pioneer Head Coach Russ
Anderson. “We are both young and
trying to refill our rosters, while build-
ing chemistry. I mean we graduated
17 players from last year’s team. In
looking at the films though, we thought
we had some athletic advantages at
certain spots that we thought we could
take advantage of. I think in the first
half we did that very well, even if we
didn’t come up with scores every
time.”

New Providence increased the lead
to 5-1 just one minute into the third
quarter when Michael Garrity scored
from in close. Just over a minute later,
Cougar Hunter Brogan bounced one
past the Pioneer goaltender.

Pioneer Thomas McGrath scored
with 8:09 remaining in the third pe-
riod. The Pioneers got what could

have been a back breaker when
McGrath charged down the middle of
the field in a race against the clock
and potted one in the back of the net
just as the third quarter expired to
make it 7-2.

Rather than deflating Cranford’s
hopes, it appeared to motivate the
Cougars as they came out and domi-
nated play in the final quarter.
Cranford controlled the ball and fi-
nally broke through for a score when
Sean Bryson planted one in the back
of the net with 6:16 left. Jack Callan
came back and fired home a goal with
4:25 still to play. Bryson scored his
second goal of the period when he put
one in from the left side making it 7-
5 with 3:39 remaining.

This was plenty of time for the
Cougars to make something happen
as they still had a minute and a half of
a man up advantage remaining, the
result of New Providence’s Ryan Pope
being called for unnecessary rough-
ness against Anthony Gargiles on a
sideline takedown.

But just like that, positioned to make
a move, the Cougar rally fell silent.
Cranford was unable to take advan-
tage of being a man up and the final
three minutes played out unevent-
fully as New Providence upped its
season mark to 4-5.

“I thought we came up with a really
big defensive stand against them in
the final few minutes,” said Coach
Anderson. “We had to gut that out
being a man down and our kids did
not allow anything. It was a great
sequence for us.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Jeannie Padden (not available), a
senior on the varsity lacrosse team, scored her 100th career against Millburn this
past week. Johnny Bush (pictured), a sophomore on the varsity golf team, shot a
2-over par in the Blue Devil Invitational last week to finish tied for third. He also
fired a 3-under par against Roselle and a 4-under par vs. New Providence.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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Blue Devils Go Long; Stagger
ALJ Crusaders in Softball, 7-5

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Sam Tooley was 23 years old and
making decent money selling system
software for a technology company
out of Binghamton, N.Y. The job in-
volved a lot of travel, with Tooley
often spending three or four days a
week living in a motel. And when he
wasn’t on the road, he was sitting in a
little cubicle that didn’t even have a
window.

“I did enjoy the hustle of sales
every once in a while, but it was
forced more than anything,” Tooley
said recently. “I would sit there and
know it wasn’t for me. I wanted to
make a real impact. My friends asked
me what my dream job would be, if
money wasn’t an issue, and I said I
would want to be a high school cross-
country and track coach. As soon as I
answered that enough times, it finally
hit me that I needed to take a step back
and make a change.”

Today, Tooley is an assistant cross-
country and track coach at WHS,
where as a senior he co-captained the
2010 state Group 4 cross-country
champion team. He has also started
an online coaching business for run-
ners around the world
(www.runcoachtooley). And that’s in
addition to being a personal fitness
trainer at Studio Fit in town. It’s his
passion to help others achieve their
goals. (His Instagram page is
@coach.samtooley – message him if
you are interested in either a running
coach or personal trainer.)

And Tooley isn’t one of those “do
as I say” coaches. He’s more of a “do
as I do” coach. He has practiced –
some might say obsessively – what
he’s preaching.

An average sprinter during his jun-
ior high and freshman years – “noth-
ing to boast about,” he said – Tooley
was convinced by former coach Jack
Martin to give cross-country a try,
and he got hooked. The results were
quick. He was county jayvee cham-
pion in cross-country and then, focus-
ing on the 800, dropped from a 2:06
as a sophomore to 1:59 as a junior and
1:55 as a senior.

“I was on a mission the summer
leading into senior year,” Tooley said.
“I wanted to do something special. I
came into the fall (cross-country) in
freakish shape.”

His time at Holmdel Park, site of
the state cross-country meets, dropped
almost two full minutes, from an 18:20
as a junior to a 16:31 as a senior.
That’s one very serious drop.

Tooley was co-captain of both teams
as a senior. The cross-country team

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tooley Turns Passion
Into a Full-time Job

was in the middle of a three-year state
championship run, and Tooley was
generally the team’s No. 3 guy, be-
hind Andrew Kirna and Jack Leahy.
The track team was conference
champs as Tooley won the 800.

But at Fairfield University he hit
the post-high school blahs. He tried
running cross-country, but it wasn’t
the same.

“I felt a little burned out,” Tooley
said. “I had devoted so much energy
into running high school that running
began to feel like a chore in college.
After freshman year I decided to take
a step back from the team and just ran
for leisure.”

He started a laundry service for
students on campus called Stags Laun-
dry. He and his roommate partnered
with a local dry cleaning company
and would pick up students’ laundry
on a weekly basis and return it clean
and folded.

“I always had little start-up ideas,
so that was a fun project,” Tooley
said.

After graduation and some time
back home, he used his degree in
Business Management to land that
tech job in Binghamton. But that only
lasted a couple of months, and he
came home to Prospect Street, with
his new puppy Moo.

Last fall Tooley was a volunteer
assistant coach for Chris Tafelski’s
cross-country squad, which won con-
ference and county titles, was second
at sectionals and seventh in Group 4.
He volunteered again this winter and
became a paid assistant in the spring.

He is where he wants to be, doing
what he wants to do.

“I found myself incredibly moti-
vated to jump back into training,” he
said. “I plan to race competitively at
road races this spring and summer,
and compete as an unattached runner
at some college meets at Princeton
and the College of New Jersey.”

Martin has no doubt that his protégé’s
new venture will be a success.

“I saw Sam at (a recent) scrimmage
and he is definitely into making his
new career happen,” the coach said.
“My take is that anyone who volun-
teers (as Tooley did) and shows up
every day and contributes is going to
be successful. He is competing him-
self and, as I did when I was still
competing (into his early 50s), you
make yourself an experiment of one.
You take the lessons you learn back to
those you are coaching. Being in busi-
ness and being young and hip with
social media gives him a big plus in

dealing with clients around the globe.”
And when he’s not working with

Westfield’s outstanding crew of run-
ners, he will be working his new full-
time job.

“Heading to high school practice
every day is without a doubt the high-
light of my day,” Tooley said. “It’s
amazing to be able to learn from Coach
Tafelski and also be able to impart
some of those lessons I learned in my
running with the kids on the team. I
didn’t expect it, but watching the kids
race and run times and accomplish
feats they worked so hard to achieve
every day is almost a better feeling
than when I ran one myself.

“And at the same time, I’m launch-
ing my online coaching service for
runners around the world. Recently I
began taking on clients and find my-
self working with people from Swit-
zerland to Panama, from Albany to
New Mexico. It’s pretty amazing. My
website has an in-depth questionnaire
which helps me get an understanding
of someone’s running background,
current level of fitness, and goals.
From that I can create a plan. Each
week we set up a new plan and they
have unlimited access to me to update
me on how things are going, ask ques-
tions and alter the plan if needed.”

There is an end game to Tooley’s
plan.

“My goal,” he said, “is to not only
develop a large client base across the
world, but also establish a community
team with runners specifically from
Westfield and have a group/team that
meets regularly for runs. Essentially
it will be a grown-up version of Blue
Devil Country.”

Former WHS runner and current assistant cross-country and track coach Sam
Tooley has turned his passion for running into his dream job.

50+ A DIVISION (April 23)
TEAM W L
Deegan Roofing 2 0
Linwood Inn 1 1
Joe Max Telecom 1 1
Contact Lens & Vision 0 2

50+ B DIVISION
TEAM W L
Riverside Inn 2 0
Roselle American Legion 2 0
National Energy Network 1 1
Top Line 1 1
Cranford VFW 0 1

50+ C DIVISION
TEAM W L
10th St. Live Bar & Grill 1 1
Waxtel Const/Bad Brains 1 1
AJ Jersey 0 1
Driftwood Bar & Grill 0 2
Bad Brains 21, 10th St Bar 15

Chris Jones, Pat Sarullo and Ken
Zeidner led the victors with 4 hits
each. Ramon Martinez, Dave Waxtel
and Keith McDede added 3 hits
apiece. Jose Cortes had 2 hits.
Roselle A. Leg 12, Cranford VFW 2

Rich Vella pitched a strong game.
Jim McCullough, Jim Bean, Ed
Rodriguez, Gene Antonucci and Pat
Mooney led the Legion attack break-
ing open the game plating 6 runs in
the 4th inning. Cranford’s Jim Capizzi
was 3-3. Chris Kaminski, Dave
Pringle and Vic Trindade had 2 hits
each.
Deegan Roofing 25, Contact 23

Farlan Alusik led the Deegan hit-
ting attack with four hits, including
two home runs, a double, and six RBI.
Roofers James Nardello, Nick Russo,
Marty Bernstein and Tom Baldowski
added three hits apiece. For CLV,
Jimmy Jimenez had 4 hits, and Ken
Zierler, Neil Kaufman, Pete
Stevenson, George Merlo and Howard
Bialos each rapped 3 hits. Dr Kerry
Gelb homered.
National Energy 20, Top Line 18

Bill Hillyer 5-for-5 (3RBI), Bruce
Crawford 4 hits (2RBI), Neil
Granstrand 4 hits (2RBI), Kevin Walsh
3-for-4 (3B, 4RBI) and John Rachko
(HR, 3B, 3RBI) led the NEN offense.
Top Line had Carey Durrett, Lou
Collins and Rory Caldwell with 3 hits
apiece. Ray DiMaggio blasted a 3-
run triple.
JoeMax Telecom 14, Linwood 13

JoeMax scored 7 runs and then
held Linwood to 5 to take a 1-run
lead. Two back-to-back outstanding
defensive plays by Walt Patrylo tem-
pered the Tap Men. For the victors,
Steve Tansey, Art Issler, Tom Ulichny,
Patrylo and a big blast from Pete
Costello sparked the offense. For
Linwood, Mike DiRienzo, Brian
Latham and Jack Helfrich had 3 hits

apiece. Joe Sarica, Mike Rzewuski,
Jeff Villani, Josh Moore and Brian
Schaefer added a pair of hits each.
Riverside Inn 11, Linda’s II 5

Riverside was led John McClung
with a grand slam and Anthony
Abbaleo who hit a two run homer. Joe
Hrubash added 3 hits.
Deegan Roofing 18, JoeMax 3

Outfielder Steve Barba hit cut-off
Nick Russo, who relayed to catcher
James Nardello to gun down a JoeMax
runner at home. Charlie Collins led
the Roofer offense with three hits,
including a HR and five RBI. Barba
added three hits (HR), and Marty
Bernstein was 3-for3. For JoeMax,
Tom Ulichny, Mike McKenna, Rob
Stratton and Steve Tansey led the
offense.
Riverside 20, Bad Brains 14

Rich Polonitza (2 run HR, 4RBI),
Paul Newton (2RBI) and Tom
Wolansky, each with 3 hits, along
with Mario Fastiggi’s 3 RBI, pow-
ered Riverside. Bad Brains had Jose
Santana, Pat Sarullo and Joe Kenny
(3B) with 3 hits each. Chris Jones,
Dave Waxtel, Keith Johnson, Joe
Scarfuto, Jose Cortes and Ramon
Martinez all had two hits.
10th St. Bar 19, National Energy 16

Bill Hillyer (4 hits, 2 HR) led Na-
tional Energy. John Rachko, Tom
Breen, Tom Colandro and Jerry Isolda
each contributed 3 hits and 2 RBI.
Linwood Inn 18, Contact Lens 3

Linwood broke free with back-to-
back 6-run innings. For the Tap House,
Joe Sarica, Steve Lerner, Mike
DiRienzo, Brian Latham, Mike
Rzewuski (2 great catches) and Jim
Sydlo had 3 or more hits each. Pitcher
Rich Johns drove in the game-ending
run. For the Lensmen, Neil Kaufman,
Kerry Gelb, Lou Balestriere and Dave
Roth each had 2 hits.
Roselle Am. Leg. 11, Linda’s Inn 1

Mike McGuire (4 hits) and Ed
Lubas (3 hits) led The Legion. Chip-
ping in offensively were Bob
Glassman, Harold Zayas, Gene
Antonucci and Jim Bean in support of
Rich Vella’s pitching.
Top Line 21, AJ Jersey 10

AJ jumped out to a 9-1 lead but
fizzled. Ray DiMaggio (4 doubles,
4RBI). Dave Ball (4 hits) and Bill
McCormack and Bob Greco (3 hits
apiece), along with Carey Durrett and
Jose Jimenez (each with HRs) led the
Top Liners. For AJ, Howard Greco
and Mike Rosenberg combined for 5
hits, 3 runs and 2 RBI. Chuck Serafin
and Joe Killburg both homered.

While it would help to deal with
like-minded maniacal runners, Tooley
understands that can’t always be the
case. Now he must balance the good
stuff he’s learned with the bad.

“My weakness (as a coach) may be
my lack of empathy,” he said. “I some-
times forget that not everyone is an
insane die-hard runner like I was. It’s
not do-or-die for everyone. My
strength is that I’ve been there not so
long ago. I know the mindset you
need to have to achieve the goals you
set, how to mentally break down a
race and a workout, what to focus on,
how to stay positive and what to not
stress over.”

Tooley’s WHS blood lines run deep.
His mother is Alison Griggs (’82), a
WHS tennis player, and his grandpar-
ents are high-school sweethearts Dick
Griggs and Lois Tittle, from the class
of ’56.

But it’s his former coach who left a
huge impression.

“Martin had the special ability to
get under your skin just enough to get
you to run your absolute hardest for
him,” Tooley said. “His attitude of
toughness was something that rubbed
off on us. I absolutely loved it. Teams
showed up at Nike Regionals in De-
cember decked out in Under Armour
gear to battle the cold and Martin
would smirk at that. We ran in our
singlets and short shorts. He con-
nected with everyone on the team,
from the fastest to the slowest. He
made you feel special.”

WORTH NOTING …
Sophomore Erica Lawrence had

quite a week, hitting a game-winning
two-run home run to beat Clark, then
setting a school record with three
doubles in a win over Chatham. … At
the Blue Devil Classic, the WHS girls
won the 4x800 and distance medley
relays, while Phil Dwyer captured the
long jump. The WHS boys recently
won the Union County Relays.

IN PASSING
Erin Moran, who played Joanie

Cunningham on “Happy Days,”
passed away last Saturday at age 56.

a lot of it is about the name. Today we
came out and played for the name on
our jerseys instead of worrying about
the name on theirs. That suited us
well,” Rinaldi said.

The Crusaders totaled eight hits
and Randazza had two of them, in-
cluding a double. Sydney Tropeano
had a two-run double and Jen Addie
also doubled. Blue Devil pitcher
Bridget Hyland yielded a run in the
first inning thanks to Lauren Donah’s
single that slipped past the leftfielder,
allowing Jen Tinger to score but held
the Crusaders to just two hits until she
ran into deep trouble in the sixth
inning.

In the meantime, Westfield plated a
pair of runs in the second inning. Ally
Gulla and Patterson both reached base
on errors, Sacher plopped her RBI
single into shallow center, Rachel
Rothenberg walked to load the bases
and Rinaldi added an RBI free pass.
Howell rifled her solo blast in the
third and Romano launched her two-
run shot in the fourth to give Westfield
a 5-1 lead. It was Romano’s fourth of
the season.

“This is the first time I was facing
Gianna ever in my life. Coming in
knowing Gianna everyone talks about
her and she’s very well known, I was
nervous. My first at-bat I didn’t do
very well but coming out my second
at-bat I wanted to get revenge for
what she had given me on my first at-
bat. It was an inside pitch on a two-
strike count,” Howell recalled. “It
felt good. My dad always asks do you
know what it feels like coming off the
bat and I say no, not at all.”

“I think a key to good hitting is
making adjustments. My first two ups
were kind of rough but I kind of

learned Gianna’s pattern, made the
adjustment and hit it over the fence,”
Romano said.

Hyland’s shaky sixth began with
singles from Jen Tinger and Randazza
and a walk to Donah, loading the
bases. Megan Tinger lofted and RBI
sacrifice fly, Hannah Brogan tapped
an RBI single and Tropeano knotted
the score with her two-run double.
After Lia DeAngelo stacked the bases
with an infield single, Romano at
shortstop made a heads-up, run-sav-
ing force out play at home.

“Every pitch I expect the ball. If
I’m not ready, it’s hard for me to field
it. Every pitch I imagine that a hard
hit ball is coming to me and I would
know what to do every single time. I
was expecting it and I knew what to
do right away,” Romano explained.

In the Westfield sixth with Romano
on first, Lawrence snapped the tie in
a hurry with her two-run homer over
the centerfield fence.

“My first two at-bats were not very
good ones because I was too hyped
up and Gianna put the name out there
for herself and I was way in front. I
got used to it and stayed back on the
ball. She pitched me a perfect middle-
in pitch and it felt so good off the bat,”
Lawrence described.

The Crusaders threatened again in
the seventh. Randazza rapped a lead-
off double and Donah walked. Lauren
Fernandez hauled in Megan Tinger’s
long fly to left then Rinaldi at third
scooped a grounder, stepped on the
bag and fired to Patterson at first for
the game-ending double play.

“The whole game I was not playing
my best defensive game. We were
playing well on offense. Coming into

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Raiders Begin JV Boys Volleyball Season
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Raiders boys volleyball team had

their home opener with a strong win over the Blue Devils of Westfield. The
Raiders have picked up some impressive wins on the road.

“I’m so proud of this team. They work hard and with passion for the game
of volleyball,” team captain Gabe Sta Rosa said of their win.

This year the Raiders have added a second team to build on their boys
program led by Coach Ritter. The Raiders would like to thank the community
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood students for all of their support. Come cheer the
Raiders on at their next home games on April 27 vs St. Joseph’s and May 4 vs
Roselle Catholic.

60+ A DIVISION (April 23)
TEAM W L
Awnings Galore II 2 0
Creative Industries I 1 1
Kilkenny House 1 1
Liberty Lighting 0 2

60+ B DIVISION
TEAM W L
DeBellis Associates 2 0
American Legion 1 0
Avengers 1 0
Cranford VFW 0 2
Creative Industries Too 0 2

Kilkenny 24, Creative I 20
Kilkenny pounded out 28 hits and

scored 8 runs in the sixth inning to
pull away. Rich Polonitza (4-for-4)
led Kilkenny. Dana Kimmel (4 hits),
and Tom Lombardi, Joe Massimino
and Tom Straniero (3 hits each) led
Creative.
DeBellis 16, Cranford VFW II 12

DeBellis Associates jumped out to
a commanding 16-5 lead after six
innings. The Bill Early (3H, HR,
4RBI), Dave Drechsel (2H, 2RBI),
George Merlo (2H, 2B, RBI), Vic
Trindade (2H, 2B, RBI), and Brian
McDermott (2B, 3RBI) led the VFW.
Awnings II 14, Liberty Group 10

Tom Colandro’s two run triple
gave AG2 a six-run cushion in the
4th. Steve Toth (3R, RBI, 2B),
Bruce Crawford (R, 4RBI, two 2B)
and rookie Rich Demsey (2R, RBI,
3B) each rapped three hits for Aw-
nings.
Awnings II 19, Kilkenny House 18

This game came down to the final
swing when a line drive was snagged
at third base, preventing the tying run
from scoring. AG2 banged out 22
hits, including a mammoth HR by
Danny Mendoza (2H, 3R, 2 RBI).
Wally Dusko (R, RBI, 2B), Bruce
Crawford (2R, 2RBI, 2B), Ray Meigs
(3R, 2RBI) and Bobby Lorincz (3R,
RBI) each contributed three hits on
the night.
Creative I 14, Liberty Lighting 7

Creative pitcher Joe DePierro re-
ceived offense from Dana Kimmel,
Joe Massimino, and Frank Deluca
(each with 3 hits) and six others who
had 2 hits apiece.
American L. 14, Cranford VFW 6

The Legion’s six-run sixth inning
allowed them to pull away from the
VFW. Leading the VFW with 3 hits
each were George Merlo, Gary
Schaller, Vic Trindade and Charlie
Wischusen.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Results:

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

SCHOOL BOARD
ANNOUNCES

CANDIDACY INFORMATION

April 21 - The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District has announced it has infor-
mation available for citizens interested in
running for a vacant seat on the board of
education.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will have two 3-year terms
open for Scotch Plains and one 3-year
term open for Fanwood in the November
2017 Annual School Election, Mrs.
Saridaki, spokesperson for the school
board, announced today.

Candidates must file a nominating peti-
tion with the Office of the Union County
Clerk located at 2 Broad Street, Room 113
in Elizabeth to get their name on the ballot
for the Annual School Election. The cur-
rent deadline to submit the nominating
petition is Monday, July 31, 2017 be-
fore 4:00 pm. The election is scheduled
for Tuesday, November 7, 2017.

On March 31, 2014, a temporary injunc-
tion was issued and summarized as fol-
lows:

* the circulator for nomination petitions is
not required to be a registered voter or
resident of the jurisdiction, however, such
circulator is required to be “voter eligible”,
meaning he or she satisfies the age, citi-
zenship and in-state residency require-
ments.

Please be advised that any person re-
questing information on becoming a School
Board Candidate may go to the County
Clerk’s website at www.ucnj.org/ctyclerk.

CONTACT: Deborah S. Saridaki
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 4/27/17, The Times Fee: $36.72

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Mon-
day, the 8th of May 2017, at 7:30 p.m., a
hearing will be held before the Board of
Adjustment for the Town of Westfield, New
Jersey at the Westfield Municipal Building,
Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey on application made
by Darin D. Pinto, Esq. on behalf of the
Creative Beginnings, LLC for bulk (c ) and/
or (d) variance relief from the requirements
of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance. The
Applicant seeks to expand the existing
child care center to the basement level
contrary to Sections 11.28A(3) and 12.04C.
The Ordinance allows child care centers
on the 1st and 2nd floors only. Proposed
use for a classrooms and daycare use
would apply to the basement level, which
presently only permits storage use.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public between
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, in the office of the
Town Engineer, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the Rules of the Board.

Darin D. Pinto, Esq.
Attorney for Applicant

Creative Beginnings, LLC
376 South Avenue East

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
(908) 317-9405

1 T - 4/27/17, The Leader Fee: $33.15

Blue Devils Skin Chatham Cougars, 9-8,
Elizabeth Minutemen, 4-3, in Softball
The Westfield High School soft-

ball team performed miracles twice in
a row with a 9-8 come-from-behind
victory over the Chatham Cougars in
Westfield on April 21 then edged the
Elizabeth Lady Minutemen, 4-3, in
Westfield on April 24. The 8-2 Blue
Devils scored five runs in the bottom
of the first inning to top the Cougars
then scored three runs in the bottom
of the seventh to burn Elizabeth.

Erica Lawrence swung a hot bat
against Chatham with three doubles
and a single, three runs scored and an

RBI. Ally Gulla rapped three singles,
scored once and had an RBI.
Genevieve Howell had two singles,
an RBI and a run scored. Lauren
Fernandez singled, scored once and
had an RBI. Natalie Patterson singled
twice, Jordan Sacher doubled and had
an RBI and Rebecca Rothenberg
scored once. Anna Lenger had three
hits, two RBI and a run scored for the
Cougars. Morgan Pellegrin doubled,
singled, scored twice and had an RBI.
Sarah Stubeck had two hits, scored
once and added two RBI.

Julia Romano (run scored) and
Gulla both went 3-for-4 with a double
and an RBI against Elizabeth.
Lawrence doubled, singled, scored
once and had an RBI and Patterson
singled, while Rinaldi and Casey
Popowski each scored once. Bridget
Hyland struck out 11 Lady Minute-
men, while allowing six hits and three
walks. Desiree Roman had two hits
for Elizabeth.
Chatham 001 052 0 8
Westfield 200 020 5 9
Elizabeth 002 001 0 3
Westfield 000 001 3 4

Union County Senior 60+
Softball League Results:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WAITING FOR THE THROW...Blue Devil third baseman Danielle Rinaldi
awaits the throw as Crusader Lauren Donah scoots into third in the first inning.

Cougar Nine Defeat
Summit Hilltoppers, 3-1

Gordon Graceffo pitched eight in-
nings of four-hit ball and recorded six
strikeouts while walking none in a 3-
1 Cranford High School baseball team
win over the hosting Summit
Hilltoppers on April 19. Matt Perino
had a pair of hits and Ryan Bakie
doubled and scored once for the Cou-
gars. Mike Meola singled, had an RBI
and scored once. Brian Oblachinski
singled. Dan Maglino stole three bases
and Chris Librera stole two.
Cranford 000 000 03 3
Summit 000 000 01 1

Probitas Verus Honos
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©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker© and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

908-301-2038
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

1040 Wychwood Road, Westfield

Offered at $1,699,900

231 Benson Place, Westfield

Offered at $1,479,000

1235 Cooper Road, Scotch Plains

Offered at $1,950,000

710 Girard Avenue, Westfield

Offered at $789,000

2239 Edgewood Terrace, Scotch Plains

Offered at $899,500

425 Quantuck Way, Westfield

Offered at $1,095,000

1110 Grandview Avenue, Westfield

Offered at $899,900

233 Connecticut Street, Westfield

Offered at $939,900

935 Minisink Way, Westfield

Offered at $1,550,000

All the Finest Homes Share the Same Address

theisoldicollection.com
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Softball Cougars Hold Down Kardinals, 5-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Westfield Blue Devils Win 6; Cougars Win Shot Put, Pole Vault at Blue Devil Classic Relays
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 4/30 • 1-4PM
25 Burrington Gorge, Westfield

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Custom expanded ranch offering 4 bedrooms 4.1 baths sits on a beautifully landscaped half acre
corner property in the Franklin School district.  Incredible spa like yard offers the perfect 'get away
from it all' setting complete with slate patio and custom in ground pool with spa and slide. Screened
gazebo will be your  dining destination. Lots of sitting areas designed for pool view relaxing. Gourmet
kitchen offers custom cabinetry, Granite counters and travertine floors complete with professional
6 burner professional style range,double wall ovens, warming drawer, microwave, prep sink and
under counter wine refrigerator with center island- breakfast bar. Built in desk ideal for working
from home. Beautiful wood floors and sunlit rooms throughout all levels of this versatile home.
Lower level not to be missed offers laundry room, home office, recreation room and full bath and
opens onto patio and pool area. Private and secluded yet nearby to award winning downtown and
NYC train and bus transportation. NYC bus just around the corner. Offered at $1,099,000.

Bernadette Houston, CRB

Cell: 908-209-3370
houston460@aol.com

Broker / Salesperson

Newly Listed

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, April 30; 1-4PM.

597 Highland Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

For further information, please contact:

Charles Contracting LLC
Custom Construction and Remodeling

Office: (908) 233-0551    Cell: (908) 358-8872

Union Catholic at 12:51.35. Raiders
Maddy Bord, Wilda Francois, Lizzie
Ley and Amanda Logie finished fourth
at 13:06.55 and Cougars Julia Kelly,
Charlotte Van Why, Bella DeSimone
and Lindsay Aschmies finished sixth
at 13:19.89.

Speaking on behalf of Heinzerling,
who was with the trainer at the time,
Melao said, “She had a good race. She
was scaring us a little bit though be-
cause she was back with our second
and third [teams] on the second lap but
by the last lap, she has a very sharp kick
and ended up getting back up there and
putting us in a good spot for Tani.
Devyn definitely did her part.”

“I was pretty nervous going into the
400 but I saw the UC girls right be-
hind me and I knew I had to kick it all
the way. I made sure I kept my arms

pumping and pick my legs up and get
to the end and give off to Emma. I
think our handoff went pretty well,”
Horton said.

“The handoff was very tight when
we all came in. I was trying to figure
out where to be so I don’t run into
other people. The UC girl had a pretty
good gap, so I had to close that gap,
get a good handoff to Mia. The handoff
wasn’t too good. I was a little tired at
the end but we pushed through and it
ended well because we got it,” Jackler
explained.

“My handoff from the 800 wasn’t
too great. I closed the gap on UC. I
ended up passing her in the first lap,
which I thought was kind of a risky
move but I took the lead and just
extended the gap. I was a little fearful
of passing her because I didn’t want

to see her coming back but It worked
out and we got our other Westfield
[foursome] in second place, so over-
all it was a good day for us in the
DMR,” Melao said.

Heinzerling, Jackler, Melao and
Stern crossed first in the 4x800 at
9:57.1 and the Westfield B team of
Hacker, Brianna Hatch, Stockwell and
Cindy Qiang took third at 10:17.68.
Raiders Bord, Sofia Casimiro, Ley
and Logie took fifth at 10:27.08. In the
javelin, Blue Devils Keren Moncayo
(113-0 — meet best), Sam Stravach
(98-7) and Kylinn Kraemer (85-8) took
first with a distance of 297-3.

Cougars Christina Barlik (36-10.6
— meet best) and Brianna Scotti (36-
1) won the team shot put with a dis-
tance of 72-11.5.

“We are starting the season off bet-
ter than last year. We are on a better
path. I feel really good where I am
right now. This is only the second
meet. I am excited on how we are
working as a team and for the next
couple of weeks going into individu-
als,” Barlik said.

“I threw 36-1. We compared our
scores to last year and last year I
threw 32 with change. It shows im-
provement. About this time you are
not at your highest level. From here,
you go up and keep getting better.
This meet you don’t get your PR but
the next you may get your PR,” said
Scotti, whose best throw is 38-2 and
goal is 40 feet.

The two have been good competi-
tion for each other. “Some days I will
have an off day and Christina will be
on top of her game then the other way
around. But with every throw is like,
‘she did that so I got to do this’. We

both don’t have the same little mis-
takes,” Scotti said.

The two Cougars also competed in
the discus event and Barlik had the
third best toss at 101-9. Raider
Madeline Weber, who had a throw of
96-4 in the javelin and 32-5.75 in the
shot put, had the best throw in the
discus at 105-11.

“That is one of my best throws I’ve
had. It’s a great start to the season,”
said Barlik, who added, “Once the
warmer weather comes and we are
practicing more in the heat, I think my
body gets more loose, so I am able to

throw much better.”
Olympian Union Catholic Viking

Sydney McLaughlin competed in two
first-place relays, recording a time of
56.15 in the 400 hurdles and anchor-
ing the winning 4x200 team that was
timed at 1:39.1. Raiders Rosie
Cuomo, Wilda Francois, Emily
Gonyou and Abigail Hammon took
third in the shuttle hurdles at 1:10.9,
followed by Highlanders Alex Cassu,
Iasbelle Collins, Madelyn Forrester
and Amanda Quinn at 1:10.38 and
Blue Devils Lauren Triarsi, Abigail
Knaul, Maddy Armstrong and Eva

Boyes at 1:13.57. Julia Czorba, Knaul
and Armstrong took fifth in the 400
hurdles at 3:38.3.

Individually, Cougar Hanna
Capone and Highlander Leah Saifi
tied for first in the pole vault with a
clearance of 11-6. Blue Devil Czorba
and Cougars Van Why and Sasha
Knapp tied for fourth in the high jump
with a height of 4-8. Blue Devil
Adriana Vergara had the ninth-long-
est leap in the long jump at 15-8.5.

“She caught it but a hit like that still
keeps me up because I hit it out there,”
Skalski commented.

The Kearny fifth posed a bit of a
threat since the speedster Hoch, who
had already swiped two bases in her
previous at-bats, was hit by a pitch. A
hard grounder went to second
baseman Skalski, who quickly tossed
to Casazza at second for the force out.

“I was playing in a little because I
thought she was going to slap it but
she was hitting it right my way. So I
just turned around and threw it right
to Liz,” Skalski explained.

Next, Dolan corralled a sharp
grounder back to the mound and tossed
to shortstop Casazza covering second
for the out. Casazza then got the third
out by scooping a hard grounder and
firing to first for the out.

The Kardinals threatened again in
the sixth with runners on first and

second with one out but Dolan bore
down and fanned the next two batters.

“I am so confident when Brenna
gets up there because she can get us
out of anything whether they hit it to
us or strikes them out. She does a
great job out there,” Skalski said.

The first out of that inning came
when Ferentinos hauled in a difficult
liner to centerfield.

“I’m really confident in Tessa. She’s
quick, so she gets all of them out
there,” Casazza said.

Kearny scored once in the seventh
but Dolan fanned the final batter.

At the plate, Casazza and Skalski
have been on a productive roll this
season.

“I just go into the box. I don’t really
wait for the best pitch. I kind of attack
the ball at the first pitch, so I guess it
has been helping me out. A lot of the
times the first pitch is a strike, so I

attack it,” Casazza explained.
“I have been on and off but if they

catch it, sometimes I move the run-
ners around, so I am doing my job,”
Skalski said.

With the Union County Tourna-
ment on the horizon, the seeding
should be quite interesting.

“We beat GL. GL beat Johnson.
Westfield beat Johnson. We beat
Westfield, so it’s just crazy but I think
any given day any team can win. We
just have to keep working hard at
practice and in our games and we will
have the team to do the job,” Casazza
said.

“I think there have been a lot of
surprises and a lot of back and forth,
so I guess it really can go any way on
who is going to be where,” Skalski
said.
Kearny 020 000 1 3
Cranford 302 000 x 5

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOLLOWING THE LEADER...Blue Devil Jake Triarsi, center, keeps close to the
Union Catholic leader during the final leg of the distance medley relay.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AS GOOD AS GOLD...Cougars Brianna Scotti, left, and Christina Barlik won the
team shot put event at the Blue Devil Classic Relays on April 22.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING THE 1,600 LEG...Blue Devil Mia Melao receives the handoff from
Emma Jackler to begin the 1,600 leg of the distance medley relay.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING THE THIRD LEG...Cougar Bella DeSimone, right, runs the 800 leg
of the distance medley relay at Gary Kehler Stadium.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 27, 2017 Page 17

Blue Devils Go Long; Stagger Crusaders, 7-5
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

©2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and 

the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. www.BHHSNJ.comFIND US ON:

WESTFIELD OFFICE | 215 North Avenue West | 908.232.5664

Cell: 908-451-1319
Denise.Maran@BHHSNJ.com

Denise Maran
Sales Associate

21 BURRINGTON GORGE 831 CRANFORD AVENUE

$775,000 Scotch Plains  
www.1166-Hetfield-Ave.com

$1,575,000 Scotch Plains 
www.2098-Dogwood-Drive.com

$949,000 Westfield 
www.831CranfordAve.com

$1,545,000 Scotch Plains
www.9-Carri-Farm-Ct.com

$1,249,000 Westfield
www.21BurringtonGorge.com

Congratulations To Our
Associate Of The Month 

$739,900 Cranford
www.18-Adams-Ave.com

$399,900 Scotch Plains
www.2315-Westfield-Ave.com

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 1PM - 4PMBY APPOINTMENT ONLY

18 ADAMS AVENUE 2315 WESTFIELD AVENUE

9 CARRI FARM COURT

EXCULSIVE!

WAGNER (2 RBI), LaCORTE, VALL-LLOBERA 2 HITS EA.

Motown Unleashes Thunder
In 11-6 Win Over Blue Devils

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hitting called the shots and the
Morristown High School baseball
team delivered the majority of them
in an 11-6 victory over Westfield at
Bob Brewster Memorial Field in
Westfield on April 20. The 4-5
Colonials rapped 15 hits, including a
pair of home runs and five doubles,
while the 4-6 Blue Devils had 11 hits,
including four doubles.

Tate Ballestero, Brennan O’Neill
and Dave Haberman were the van-
guard of the bombardment. Ballestero,
a left-handed batter, went 4-for-5 with
three runs scored and whacked a co-
lossal two-run home run into the trees
beyond right field.

“They had quality at-bats. I think
two of Tate’s hits, the home run and
another great quality at-bat with two
strikes, weren’t early in the count.
He’s our ‘three’ hitter so guys throw
around him and he puts himself in
position, sees enough pitches and he
fouls off the ball. He’s a very good
player,” Morristown Head Coach Ed
Collins said.

O’Neill (4 RBI) also went 4-for-5
with a pair of doubles and a three-run
homer over the left-centerfield fence.
Haberman doubled twice, walked, was
hit-by-a-pitch and scored three times.

“[O’Neill] He needed that to spring
out of it. They are very competent this
group. We are very young. Tate is a
sophomore. Brennan is a junior, so if
we can roll on from this and these
guys minimize our mistakes, we got a
great future,” Coach Collins said.

Blue Devil Alex Pancini rapped an
RBI double, singled and scored twice.
Chris Wagner ripped an RBI double
and an RBI single and scored once,
Matt LaCorte singled twice and scored
once and Jake Vall-Llobera singled
twice and had an RBI. Victor Cruz
slammed an RBI double, was hit-by-
a-pitch and scored once. Arthur Xiao
singled and scored once and Drew
Ortiz drilled a double in his only plate
appearance.

Since knocking off a top-notched
team, Bridgewater-Raritan, 7-5, and
shutting out Nottingham, 3-0, the Blue
Devils have been on a bit of a slide
with losses to AL Johnson, Iselin

Kennedy and now Morristown.
“I think we just need to be more

confident as a team. It seems like we
are not playing well together. Maybe
get more team chemistry in there and
we will be more successful,” Pancini
said.

“We know we are a good team. We
have beaten some good teams. We
know we can play. And [Head Coach
Bob] Brewster knows. He tells us we
are a good team. We have a lot of
talent but there’s a few things. We can
be more consistent hitting on the of-
fensive side. Then our pitching does
get hit every now and then. I know
Brewster wants us to work a lot of
defense tomorrow in practice. I think
we will get there and we will be a
good team,” Cruz said.

The Blue Devils scored the first run
in the bottom of the first inning.
Pancini slapped a leadoff single to
right, stole second and scored on
Wagner’s single to right-center. In the
meantime, Blue Devil starting pitcher
Corey Hiltz was rolling along well
until the top of the third when a mix-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Blue Devils Roll Over Raiders in Boys Lacrosse, 12-3
After a highly competitive first

quarter, the Westfield High School
boys lacrosse team found the open-
ings en route to a 12-3 victory over
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on April 24. The only score in the first

quarter came from Blue Devil Matt
Rittendale, who finished with two
goals.

Nicky Bond put in five goals and
added an assist and Nick Nolan fin-
ished with a goal and five assists.
Devon McLane scored twice and

added an assist, Jake Warnow had a
goal and an assist and Griffin Aslanian
scored once. Raider Anthony Porter
had two goals and Rich Nardone had
one goal.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 1 2 0 3
Westfield 1 4 4 3 12

that last inning, Lauren [Fernandez]
got the first out and I was ready to end
it. I got the chance and that’s all I did.
I really wanted to call it a day and say
we beat ALJ today,” said Rinaldi,
who added, “Honestly, I didn’t think
about what I was doing. I was so close
to the base. I just stepped on it then I
chucked it to Nat and prayed that she
would catch it. It was a bit of a rough
throw but she did a great job to get
there and keep it on the bag.”

The victory just plunged the Blue
Devils right into the mix of top
teams for the UCT seeding meeting
that should turn out to be quite in-
teresting.

“Our meeting is on Monday [April
24] and I think it’s going to be a long
meeting because everybody’s going
to have something to say. All the
teams in our division have been beaten
by each other, so we will go in there
and fight for our position but we got
two more games before then which
will count. Wherever we fall we got
to win those games,” Coach
MacDonald said.

“There’s a ton of competition in the
county but I think that if we keep
playing the way we are and keep
improving on the things we are hav-

ing trouble with no one could stop
us,” Lawrence said.
AL Johnson 100 004 0 5
Westfield 021 202 x 7

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING FOR THE LOOSE BALL...Blue Devil Jack Shirk, No. 5 center, and Raider Rich Nardone, No. 24, go after a loose
ball during their game at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April 24. The Blue Devils topped the Raiders, 12-3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY CLOSE PLAY AT THIRD...Blue Devil third baseman Victor Cruz thinks he put the tag on Morristown pinch runner
Ted Smarz in the third inning but he was ruled safe. Morristown defeated the Blue Devils, 11-6, in Westfield on April 20.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRETCHING FOR THE OUT...Blue Devil first baseman Natalie Patterson
makes the big stretch to get her Crusader opponent out.
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Motown Unleashes Thunder on Blue Devils
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

EILEEN WARD-CONWAY
BROKER
ELEGANT HOMES REALTY  
eleganthomesnj@aol.com 
Office: 908-233-5900
Cell/Text: 908-577-8445
201 Prospect Street, Westfield NJ  07090

Elegant Homes

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

FOR THOSE 55-PLUS IN THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD

OFFERED AT $889,000 
2 Bedroom-2.5 Bathroom.   

Sunday, April  30th, 1-4pm  
111 Prospect Street ,  Westf ie ld ,  NJ 07090OPEN HOUSE

BROKERS
WELCOME

CONTACT: Eileen Ward-Conway at ELEGANT HOMES REALTY at 908-233-5900
 

© 2016 Elegant Homes Realty. Elegant Homes Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 

Residence 3A at THE SAVANNAH

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield West Office:
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-0065
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Clark $679,000
Move right in to this inviting 5 Bedroom, 3.1 Bath
Home with numerous updates. Spacious landscaped
back yard and patio for summer entertaining.

Agent: Jill Skibinsky MLS: 3380339

Cranford $450,000
Welcome home to this charming 3 BDR Cape
with office! Finished basement includes a
large entertainment room and laundry room.

Agent: Julie Murphy MLS: 3379462

Mountainside $949,000
Beautiful contemporary home perched high on a hill
with SPECTACULR NYC skyline views. Entertain
in style and elegance in this majestic home!

Agent: Cathy Splinter MLS: 3367984

Westfield $1,250,000
Elegant and sophisticated home with large eat-in-
kitchen and spacious family room! French doors
open to the patio and meticulously manicured yard.

Agent: Francesca Azzara MLS: 3380243

Scotch Plains $400,000
Charming, sunny 2 bedroom end unit condo
with secluded patio and garage!

Agent: Cathy Splinter MLS: 3379318

Chatham $839,000
Welcome to this sun-filled, charming home!
Notable features include: modern eat-in-kitchen,
HUGE back yard w/ patio and large Master BDR.

Agent: Francesca Azzara MLS: 3380243

ture of three hits and a pair of errors
enabled the Colonials to plate three
runs. Matt Nodoro, who doubled,
Ballestero, who singled, and
Haberman, who doubled, all scored.

Westfield, however, tied the score
3-3 in the bottom of the inning. Colo-
nial starting pitcher Luke Schulte hit
Cruz on the first pitch then Wagner
slid an RBI double into leftfield. Vall-
Llobera brought Wagner home with a

single to center.
Pancini, the second baseman, initi-

ated a double play to get the Blue
Devils out of a shaky second-and-
third setup in the fourth but the situa-
tion got dire in the fifth. Lucas Reidda
drew a leadoff walk and Ballestero
hammered his two-run shot into the
trees. Haberman singled and scored

on O’Neill’s double over first. O’Neill
later scored on a throwing error push-
ing Morristown in front, 7-3.

The sixth inning was not fun for
Westfield either as four more
Colonials danced across home plate,
highlighted by O’Neill’s three-run
homer but the Blue Devils answered
with three to make the score, 11-6.
LaCorte and Xiao both singled.
Pancini drilled an RBI double to right-

center then Xiao scored on a wild
pitch. Cruz added an RBI double to
bring home Pancini.

“I was just trying to put the bat on
the ball. Hopefully the other team-
mates would drive me in if I got on
base. I have Victor behind me,”
Pancini said.

Ballestero, who had hit safely in his
first four at-bats, led off the seventh
and experienced an infield over shift
with shortstop LaCorte moving to the
right side of second base and Cruz
sliding left to the shortstop position.
Ballestero tapped a grounder up the
middle but LaCorte was there to field
it and tossed to first for the putout.

“You got to do something. He was
4-for-4. He almost hit for the cycle.
You got to do something to get the
tough out,” Coach Collins com-
mented.

With the three straight setbacks,
Coach Brewster’s career win number

still sits at 598. Two more are needed
for that magic number 600.

“I don’t know if we have been
thinking about it. We definitely want
to do it for him. We will see,” Cruz
answered.

“I didn’t even know he had that.
Now we know,” Pancini replied.

The Blue Devils were set to face
Christian Brothers on April 23
(weather permitting), Union on April

24 and host Scotch Plains-Fanwood
on April 25. Interestingly, Coach
Brewster’s 500th victory arrived on
April 3, 2012 when they skinned the
Raiders in an 8-7, 10-inning classic.
The Raiders scored five runs in the
top of the 10th but James O’Rourke
sparked a two-out rally with an RBI
single and Jon Gribbin later drilled a
game-winning, two-run double to
deep right-center. So number 600
could be against the Raiders.

“I think it would definitely be good.
We need to come out and play be-
cause Scotch Plains beat us,” Pancini
said.

“That would be amazing! That
would be amazing! It’s going to be a
home game, right! Because we played
them there. That would be something
to remember for sure,” Cruz ex-
pressed.
Morristown 003 044 0 11
Westfield 102 003 0 6

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STICKING CLOSE TO A PIONEER...Cougar Dante Cassaro, No. 9 sticks close to a New Providence Pioneer at Memorial
Field in Cranford on April 20. The Pioneers withstood a late Cougar attack to pull out a 7-5 victory.

McGrath had two goals and one
assist and Lawton added two goals to
lead New Providence. Barletta and
Pope each added a goal and two as-
sists. Garrity had one goal and one

assist. Goaltender Patrick Trezza had
eight saves.

Cougar Callan had two goals and
an assist, while Bryson added two
goals. Brogan chipped in with a goal

and an assist. Goaltender Phil Marotta
stopped seven shot attempts.

“We definitely played better in the
final quarter,” said Coach Reinoso.
“We played with more urgency. We
did have opportunities in the first
three quarters but sometimes we did
not finish off with a good shot attempt
or the goalie for the other team would
make a nice save. There are lots of
momentum shifts in lacrosse, in games
and during the season. We are work-
ing hard to get this thing going in the
right direction and I’m proud of the
effort these kids are putting forward.”
New Providence 2 2 3 0 7
Cranford 0 1 1 3 5

Cougars’ Rally Falls Short to Pioneer Laxers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Glen Rock Girls Stop
Cougar Laxers, 12-9
With the game tied at halftime, the

Glen Rock High School girls lacrosse
team scored six goals in the second
half to stop the visiting Cranford Cou-
gars, 12-9 on April 19. Maggie Ro-
man scored four goals and had two
assists for the Cougars, while Grace
Power netted three goals and an as-
sist. Alyssa Gesslein had a goal and an
assist and Caroline Kelly scored once.
Goalkeeper Anna Horne made 10
saves.
Cranford 6 3 9
Glen Rock 6 6 12

Chatham Laxers Down
Blue Devil Boys, 10-5
The Chatham High School boys

lacrosse team scored nine second-
half goals to overcome Westfield, 10-
5, in Chatham on April 18. Nicky
Bond scored twice, while Griffin
Aslanian, Matt Rittendale and Jake
Warnow each scored once for the
Blue Devils. Owen Prybylski had four
ground balls and keeper Jack
McCauley made seven saves.
Westfield 2 1 1 1 5
Chatham 1 0 5 4 10

Olivia Shields notched four goals
and Hannah Liddy netted a pair of
goals and a pair of assists to lead the
visiting Westfield High School girls
lacrosse team to an 11-9 victory over
West Essex on April 19. Haley and
Carley Farella each scored two goals

and McKenna Edmonson scored
once. Goalkeeper Carlee Swanson
made nine saves.

Blue Devil Laxers Top West Essex Girls, 11-9

BrH2O Panthers Halt
Baseball Raiders, 4-1
Corey Karnila had three hits and

three RBI to lead the Bridgewater-
Raritan High School baseball team to
a 4-1 win over the hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders on April 19.
Mike Dieu singled, walked and scored
once for the 4-5 Raiders. Jake Canavan
had an RBI. Pat Downey and George
Mueller each singled once.
BrH2O-Raritan 101 000 2 4
Sc Pl-Fanwood 000 010 0 1

JFK Baseballers Nip
WF Blue Devils, 4-3

The Iselin Kennedy High School
baseball team scored once in the bot-
tom of the sixth inning then held the
Westfield Blue Devils scoreless in the
seventh to notch a 4-3 victory in Iselin
on April 19. Jordy Mora went 3-for-3
with two RBI and a run scored for the
Mustangs, while Vivek Patel (run) and
Hakim Hamer (RBI) each went 2-for-3.

Chris Wagner went 2-for-3 with an
RBI for the 4-5 Blue Devils. Arthur
Xiao had a single and an RBI, Kobi
Wolf singled, walked and scored once,
and Jake Vall-Llobera singled. Owen
Kessler and Matt Manning each
scored once.
Westfield 021 000 0 3
JFK Iselin 012 001 x 4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SAFE AT SECOND BASE...Blue Devil Jake Vall-Llobera takes second base on the throw in the game against the Morristown
Colonials at Bob Brewster, Sr. Memorial Field in Westfield on April 20.
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Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

Peter DiNizo
Mason & Contractor

*All Mason Work
*Waterproof Basement
*Professional Electrical

Work with Lic.

Fanwood, NJ
Office: 908-889-5771
Cell: 908-456-1258

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

J KANIA & SON LLC

FRENCH DRAINS & SUMP PUMPS

BRICK • BLOCK • CONCRETE

ALL TYPES OF

MASONRY REPAIRS

Lic# 13VH08638300

FREE ESTIMATES

908-247-0173

PATIOS - DRIVEWAYS

WALKWAYS

RETAINING SYSTEMS

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

CUSTOM PLANTINGS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS

LAWN RENOVATIONS

908-757-4550

Guaranteed Work       Westfield, NJ      Over 33 yrs. Exp.

NURSERY/LANDSCAPE

FOUR SEASONS

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas,

Arnold & Mangan, L.L.C.

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
www.jonbramnick.com

Motor Vehicle
Traffic Violations?

WESTFIELD
Thursday, April 6, a resident of the

1100 block of Boynton Avenue re-
ported being the victim of a theft. The
victim stated that between 2 and 4
p.m., one or more unknown suspects
stole her beige-colored pocketbook
and its contents from her residence.
The value of the theft is approxi-
mately $60. There were no suspects
or known witnesses at the time of the
report.

Saturday, April 15, Kelly Caruso,
24, of Cranford was arrested on
charges of driving while intoxicated
(DWI), possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS)/less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana,
possession of drug paraphernalia and
being under the influence of a con-
trolled dangerous substance, pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop in the area
of West South Avenue and Ross Place.
Caruso was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
on summonses pending a Municipal
Court date. She was turned over to a
sober adult.

Saturday, April 15, a brown
“Philco” transistor radio was located
in Tamaques Park. The identity of the
owner was unknown and the item was
secured for safekeeping.

Saturday, April 15, Joel Hope, 34,
of Keyport was arrested on charges of
possession of a hypodermic needle,
theft of moveable property and unlaw-
ful taking of a motor vehicle, pursuant
to an investigation on the 100 block of
Sussex Street. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
turned over to the Sayreville Police
Department in lieu of bail on active
warrants from that municipality, in-
cluding one criminal warrant and one
traffic warrant, totaling $2,500. He
also had an Edison criminal warrant in
the amount of $750.

Saturday, April 15, Bryan Menjivar,
18, of Plainfield was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia,
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in the
area of North and Edgewood Av-
enues. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, April 19, the manager

at a Route 22 gas station reported that
a motorist had a vehicle fueled up and
when the attendant asked for pay-
ment the motorist drove away with-
out paying. The incident currently is
under investigation.

Wednesday, April 19, a resident of
the 1300 block of Graymill Drive
reported the theft of a side-view mir-
ror from a 2011 Honda Odyssey. The
vehicle was unlocked and had been
entered.

Thursday, April 20, a resident of
the 500 block of Willow Avenue re-
ported a motor vehicle burglary had
occurred overnight in which several
items were stolen.

Thursday, April 20, Julia Jacobs,
25, of Plainfield and Jared R. Ware,
27, of North Plainfield were arrested
on outstanding warrants pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop. Jacobs had a war-
rant out of Green Brook and Ware
had warrants out of Scotch Plains and
Newark. They were transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Sunday, April 23, a resident of the
1300 block of Terrill Road reported
the theft of several antiques from the
front of the residence.

CRANFORD
Monday, April 17, Andrew Mellein,

28, of Clark was arrested and charged
with possession of a hypodermic sy-
ringe after a 2000 Oldsmobile was
stopped at the intersection of Raritan
Road and Coleman Avenue for an
equipment violation. Following an
investigation at the scene, police lo-
cated a hypodermic syringe on a pas-

senger, Mellein. Mellein was arrested,
processed and released pending a Mu-
nicipal Court appearance. The driver
was issued a motor vehicle summons
for failure to maintain lamps.

Tuesday, April 18, Zachary Anfuso,
20, of Matawan was arrested on
charges of possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS), identi-
fied as heroin, and possession of para-
phernalia after a 2005 BMW was
stopped at the intersection of East
North Avenue and the Garden State
Parkway 137 Southbound ramp for
failure to maintain lane. Following an
investigation at the scene, police lo-
cated heroin inside the vehicle. The
driver, Anfuso, was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a Supe-
rior Court appearance. Anfuso also
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for driving with a suspended license,
possession of a CDS in a motor ve-
hicle and failure to maintain lane.

Tuesday, April 18, Kurt Williams,
21, of Rahway was arrested on charges
of possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession
of paraphernalia after a 2006 Nissan
was stopped at the intersection of
Centennial Avenue and Raritan Road
for an equipment violation. Follow-
ing an investigation at the scene, po-
lice located marijuana on a passen-
ger, Williams. Williams was arrested,
processed and released pending a
Municipal Court appearance. The
driver was issued a summons for fail-
ing to maintain lamps.

Wednesday, April 19, Andrew
Graner, 24, of Clark was arrested on
charges of driving while intoxicated
(DWI), possession of a CDS (heroin)
and possession of paraphernalia after
a 2001 Toyota was stopped at the
intersection of West South and West
Lincoln Avenues for delaying traffic.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police determined that the
driver, Graner, was DWI. He was
arrested and transported to Cranford
police headquarters, where police
located heroin on Graner. He was
processed and released to a friend

pending a Superior Court appearance.
Graner was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for DWI, delaying traffic,
careless driving and possession of a
CDS in a motor vehicle.

Wednesday, April 19, Priscilla
Canales, 20, of Parsippany and
Danielle Gibilisco, 20, of Roselle
were arrested on charges of posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana, possession of para-
phernalia and contempt of court after
a 1998 Chevrolet was stopped at the
intersection of Moen Avenue and
Jackson Drive for a seatbelt viola-
tion. Following an investigation at
the scene, police located marijuana
on the driver, Gibilisco. Police also
determined that a passenger, Canales,
had an active traffic warrant out of
Paterson. Gibilisco was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a Mu-
nicipal Court appearance. Canales
was released on her own recogni-
zance on the Paterson warrant.

Thursday, April 20, Ryland
Ungerer, 19, of Roselle and Al-Hassan
Warity, 19, of Linden were arrested
on charges of possession of a weapon
(pellet gun), possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia after a
1995 Honda was stopped at the inter-
section of Raritan Road and Com-
merce Drive for a seatbelt violation.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police located marijuana and a
pellet gun inside the vehicle. The

driver, Ungerer, and a passenger,
Warity, were arrested, processed and
released pending a Superior Court
appearance. Ungerer was issued a
motor vehicle summons for possess-
ing a CDS in a motor vehicle. Warity
was issued a summons for failure to
wear a seatbelt.

Thursday, April 20, Karan Patel, 29,
of Cumberland, R.I. was arrested and
charged with DWI after a 2009 Toyota
was stopped at the intersection of Cen-
tennial Avenue and Wall Street for
reckless driving. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police determined
that Patel was DWI. Patel was ar-
rested, processed and released to a
family member pending a Municipal
Court appearance. Patel was issued
motor vehicle summonses for DWI,
refusing to submit to chemical testing,
reckless driving, possessing an open
container of alcohol in a motor ve-
hicle, driving with a suspended license
and failure to exhibit documents.

Saturday, April 22, Patrick Thomp-
son, Jr., 28, of Plainfield was arrested
on charges of possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia after a
2009 Dodge was stopped at the inter-
section of East North Avenue and the
Garden State Parkway Northbound
ramp for a turn signal violation. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the scene,
police located marijuana and mari-
juana edibles inside the vehicle. The
driver, Thompson, was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a Supe-
rior Court appearance. Thompson was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
failing to signal, failure to maintain
lamps and possessing a CDS in a
motor vehicle.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $60.

Call (908) 654-6091

EXPERIENCED NANNY

Experienced nanny for after-
school care. 20 years as a
preschool teacher, 11 as a
sitter for two families, and raised
three kids in Westfield!
Email sammy5797@aol.com

APARTMENT FOR RENT

NYC COMMUTER?
DOWNSIZING?

LUXURY WESTFIELD APARTMENT
GREAT LOCATION

WALK TO EVERYTHING!
7 min walk to NYC train, 2 min
walk to downtown Westfield.
Beautiful, brand new 2 bdrm/2 full
bathroom Open Concept kitchen/
family rm floor plan. Quartz kitchen
counters, SS appliances, W/D,
central air conditioning.
Picturesque Park and Lake View.
For multiple photos/add'l info:
www.westfieldnj-rentals.com
330 East Broad Street Westfield

$2400 per month

TWO BEDROOM APT

MOUNTAINSIDE / Union
$1600/mo. 2 BR/1BA on 2nd floor
of 2 family house. Garage and
heat included. No fee. Call Frank

(908) 230-4285

HOUSE CLEANING

Tired? No time to clean your house
or apartment? I will do it for you.
Excellent references. Free
Estimates! (862) 307-3481

CLARK ESTATE SALE

56 Wendell Place
Fri 4/28 & Sat 4/29 10am-3pm

Contents of home
Furniture, China, Glass, Art,

Clothing, Linens, Kitchenware,
Tools, Bikes & more.

For pics DovetailsUSA.com

CLEANING LADY

Cleaning lady with experience
and good references.  Please
call Maria and leave message.

(201) 955-0406

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF INTRODUCED CAPITAL ORDINANCE 2017-11

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following proposed ordinance was introduced
and passed on first reading at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 18th day of April,
2017, and that said ordinance will be taken up for further considera-tion for final passage
at the meeting of said Township Council to be held in the Council Chambers in the
Township Hall, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, on the 16th day of May,
2017, at 7:00 P.M., or as soon thereaf-ter as said matter can be reached, at which time
and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an oppor-tunity to be
heard concerning the same.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Township Hall of the Township, and a copy is
available up to and including the time of such meeting to the members of the general
public of the Township who shall request such copies, at the office of the Clerk in said
Township Hall in Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

BOZENA LACINA
Township Clerk

CAPITAL ORDINANCE TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $50,000 FOR
THE UNDERTAKING OF MAJOR REPAIRS TO THE HVAC SYSTEM AT
THE PUBLIC LIBRARY IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY AND TO TRANSFER
AN UNEXPENDED BOND ORDINANCE BALANCE AND REAPPROPRI-
ATE SAME TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION.

WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, in the County of
Union, New Jersey now finds and determines that a $50,000 funded appropriation
balance constituting unexpended bond proceeds of the Township’s 2017 General
Improvement Bonds is not necessary for the purposes for which such bonds were issued
and that it is in the Township’s best interest to use said moneys for costs of the undertaking
of major repairs to the HVAC system at the Public Library, NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, in the
County of Union, New Jersey (the “Township”), as follows:

Section 1. It is hereby determined, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-39, that the funded
appropriation balance constituting unexpended bond proceeds in the following ordinance
is no longer needed for the purposes for which the bonds were issued and that it is in the
best interest of the Township to transfer and reappropriate such funded appropriation for
a capital purpose in accordance with Section 2 hereof:

Amount of Funded
Appropriation to be

Project Transferred and
Ord No. Adoption Date Description Reappropriated

2015-8 5/5/15 Replacement of $50,000
(Purpose E) the HVAC System

at the Public
Library

Section 2. The Township is hereby authorized to undertake major repairs to the HVAC
system at the Public Library in, by and for the Township. Said improvement shall include
all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor. The sum of
$50,000 is hereby appropriated from the funded appropria-tion balance transferred and
reappropriated in accordance with Section 1 hereof to the payment of the cost of the
improvement authorized in this Section 2.

Section 3. Said improvement is a lawful capital improvement of the Township having
a period of usefulness of at least five years. Said improvement shall be made and under-
taken as a general improvement and no part of the cost thereof shall be assessed against
property specially benefited.

Section 4. The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this
ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file
with the Township Clerk and is available for public inspection.

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner provided by
law.
1 T - 4/27/17, The Times Fee: $109.14

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 18th of APRIL
2017, and that said Ordinances will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held in
the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,
on the 16th day of MAY 2017 at 7:00 p.m.,
at which time and place a public hearing
will be held prior to final passage of said
Ordinances and all interested persons will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning the same. Copies of said Ordi-
nances can be obtained from the Town-
ship Clerk’s Office at any time prior to final
adoption at no cost to any member of the
general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE 2017-8

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SUBSECTION 24-4.2 (LI-
CENSE FEES) AND SUBSEC-
TION 24-4.3 (NONPROFIT OR-
GANIZATIONS) IN SEC-
TION24-4 (RETAIL FOOD
HANDLING ESTABLISH-
MENTS) IN CHAPTER 24
(HEALTH) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS.

ORDINANCE 2017-9

AN ORDINANCE TO SUPPLE-
MENT AND AMEND SUBSEC-
TION 23-3.18 (ML-1 MULTI-
FAMILY ZONE, ML-2 MULTI-
FAMILY ZONE) IN CHAPTER
23 (ZONING) OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS.

ORDINANCE 2017-10

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SUBSECTION 2-20.2 (AP-
POINTMENTS; REMOVAL OF
CHIEF) IN SECTION 2-20
(FIRE DEPARTMENT, ESTAB-
LISHMENT AND REGULA-
TIONS) IN CHAPTER 2 (AD-
MINISTRATION) OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 4/27/17, The Times Fee: $51.00

Probitas Verus Honos

Lance: NJ Earns
$13-Mil. Opioid Grant
FLEMINGTON — Rep. Leonard

Lance (R-7th), a member of the En-
ergy and Commerce Health Subcom-
mittee, has announced that New Jer-
sey has secured a $13-million federal
grant to combat the opioid crisis. The
programming and funding was cre-
ated under the 21st Century Cures
Act, legislation Mr. Lance helped
write and pass into law last year.

“The opioid crisis is devastating
families and communities across the
Garden State. In 2015, New Jersey’s
heroin death rate was two-and-one-
half times the skyrocketing U.S. rate.
This grant award will help expand
access to treatment, recovery and pre-
vention programs. It will also
strengthen our state’s ability to com-
bat this growing epidemic,” Mr. Lance
said.

The funding comes from the State
Targeted Response to the Opioid Cri-
sis Grants administered by the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Ser-
vices Administration (SAMHSA).
Mr. Lance and his colleagues are pri-
oritizing five specific strategies:
strengthening public health surveil-
lance, advancing the practice of pain
management, improving access to
treatment and recovery services, tar-
geting availability and distribution of
overdose-reversing drugs and sup-
porting cutting-edge research.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS

The deadline for
placing classified

ads THAT WEEK  is
Monday, 5/8/17

The Newspaper
will be mailed to
All of Westfield

on 5/11/17

CLASSIFIEDS
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DON’T CHICKEN OUT...Try your luck at Chicken Plop Bingo during the
Mountainside Historic Committee’s Spring Cleaning Sale and Swap Meet taking
place this Saturday, April 29, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., on the grounds of the historic
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House on Constitution Plaza in Mountainside. See
article on page 6.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

BOND ORDINANCE 2017-7

STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally
adopted by the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey on April 18, 2017 and the 20-day period of limitation within
which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can be
commenced, as provided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the date of the
first publication of this statement. Copies of the full ordinance are available at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for members of the general public who
request the same. The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDI-TIONAL
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNI-
CATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE
VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN,
BY AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$1,875,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT,
TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPRO-
PRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPA-
TION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

The purposes, appropriations and bonds/notes authorized in this multipurpose
bond ordinance are as follows:

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS

A. Undertaking of the following improvements: (i) improvement of East Second Street,
(ii) improvement of Glenside Avenue (Section 4), (iii) curb replacement at various
locations, (iv) planning and design phase for road improvements and (v) the 2017 Road
Improvement Program at various locations, as set forth on a list on file with the Township
Clerk and hereby approved and incorporated herein by this reference thereto.  Depending
upon the contract price and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval by the
Township Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the list referred to in clause
(v) of the preceding sentence. It is hereby determined and stated that the roads being
improved are of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local
Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended;
the “Local Bond Law”).

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  801,625
Down Payment Appropriated $   38,225
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  763,400
Period of Usefulness 10 years

B. Undertaking of storm sewer improvements at various locations.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   57,500
Down Payment Appropriated $    2,800
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   54,700
Period of Usefulness 40 years

C. Acquisition of new automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment,
for the use of the Department of Public Works (“DPW”) consisting of (i) a dump truck with
plow and (ii) a pickup truck.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  149,500
Down Payment Appropriated $    7,400
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  142,100
Period of Usefulness 5 years

D. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use
of the DPW consisting of (i) a backhoe with multi-use bucket and (ii) a wheel loader.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  260,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   12,400
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  247,600
Period of Usefulness 15 years

E. Acquisition of new communication and signal systems equipment consisting of
radios with GPS for the use of the DPW.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   74,500
Down Payment Appropriated $    3,600
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   70,900
Period of Usefulness 10 years

F. Acquisition of new communication and signal systems equipment for the use of the
Fire Department consisting of an interoperability communications system for compatibil-
ity with County emergency services.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  180,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    8,600
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  171,400
Period of Usefulness 10 years

G. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery consisting
of turnout gear for the use of the Fire Department.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   55,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    2,700
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   52,300
Period of Usefulness 5 years

H. Undertaking of the following park and recreation improvements: (i) renovation of
restrooms at Greenside Playground and (ii) improvement of Terrill Field (Phase 2).

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  140,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    6,700
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  133,300
Period of Usefulness 15 years

I. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new
communication and signal systems equipment for the use of the Police Department
consisting of (i) tactical equipment and (ii) radios.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   56,875
Down Payment Appropriated $    2,775
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   54,100
Period of Usefulness 10 years

J. Acquisition of new communication and signal systems equipment consisting of
telecommunications system equipment for Township-wide upgrades.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  100,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    4,800
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   95,200
Period of Usefulness 10 years

———————————————————————————
Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost $1,875,000
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated $   90,000
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized $1,785,000

Grants (if any) Appropriated:  $-0-
Section 20 Costs:  $200,000
Useful Life:  11.44 years

 BOZENA LACINA
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/27/17, The Times Fee: $194.82

Registration Open For Camp,
Playground In Westfield

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Recreation Department has an-
nounced that registration is open for
all its Summer programs.

An Outdoor Tai Chi program will
be offered on Tuesday mornings at
the Mindowaskin Park Gazebo start-
ing June 20, while a new Zumba
Fitness Class will take place on Mon-
day evenings.

Enrichment camps for children in-
clude Fashion Sewing Design, Jun-
ior Scientist, Creative Kids, Groovy
Girls, Tech-gineering and Lego-En-
gineering. Additionally, youngsters
can participate this summer in new
weekly soccer classes, with United
Soccer Academy and USSI Multi-
Sports classes open to ages 2 to 6.

Back by popular demand, USA
and USSI instructors will host week-
long camps for ages 3 to 14.

The recreation department’s tra-
ditional Sport Camps with area
coaches are geared for any athlete.

Registration is available now for
Basketball, Flag Football, Golf
Academy, Tennis (adults/kids), Vol-
leyball and Wrestling. Additional
camp information can be found on
the department’s website,
westfieldnj.gov/recreation, in the
“Rec Room” Program Brochure.

The recreation department also
has announced its Summer Play-
ground Program that offers arts and
crafts, multiple sports, board games,
special days, playground swims and
local trips. The Playground Pro-
gram is for Westfield residents only
and requires in-person registration
exclusively.

For additional information, visit
westfieldnj.gov/recreation, check out
the department’s FaceBook page or
contact the Westfield Recreation De-
partment, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, (908) 789-4080 or
recreation@westfieldnj.gov to ob-
tain a program brochure.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on May 8,
2017, at 7:30 pm., Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, First Floor Council Cham-
bers to hear the application of Joseph
Pellicone, 2044 Prospect Avenue & 2045
Mountain Avenue, Block 2803, Lots 6 &
29, R-3A Zone, who proposes to demolish
the existing detached masonry garage and
construct a new detached 12 feet x 20 feet
detached garage at 2045 Mountain Av-
enue, Block 2803, Lot 29, and build a new
single family dwelling (30 feet x 40 feet) at
2044 Prospect Avenue, Block 2803, Lot 6.
The application is seeking variances from
the following Zoning Ordinances:

Section 23-3.4A, R-3A Zone, Sched-
ule of Lot, Yard and Building Regula-
tions, Single Family Dwelling:

Lot 6 (single family dwelling)
Column 3 Lot Area (square feet), Re-

quired: 5,000 square feet,  Existing/Pro-
posed: 4,000 square feet.

Column 4 Lot Width (feet), Required: 50
feet,  Existing/Proposed: 40 feet.

Column 4a Street Frontage Width (feet),
Required: 45 feet,  Existing/Proposed: 40
feet.

Lot 29 (new detached garage)
Column 3 Lot Area (square feet), Re-

quired: 5,000 square feet,  Existing/Pro-
posed: 4,017 square feet.

Column 4 Lot Width (feet), Required: 50
feet,  Existing/Proposed: 40 feet.

Column 4a Street Frontage Width (feet),
Required: 45 feet,  Existing/Proposed: 40
feet.

Column 11a Maximum Lot Coverage(%),
Max. Allowed: 50%,  Proposed:  54.8%

The existing single family dwelling at
2045 Mountain Avenue, Block 2803, Lot
29 is to remain.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all other variances deemed to be neces-
sary at the time of the hearing, including
any other waivers, exceptions, interpreta-
tions and other relief necessary to allow
Applicant’s proposed use of the property.

The application, plans and related pa-
pers are on file in the Office of the Planning
Board and are available for inspection
during regular office hours (Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.)

All interested persons may be present
and be heard at said hearing in accor-
dance with the rules of the Planning Board.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 4/27/17, The Times Fee: $51.51

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Wednesday,
May 31, 2017, for the “2017 VARIOUS
ROAD IMPROVEMENTS IN THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract. The major
items of work under this contract include,
but are not limited to, the following in esti-
mated quantities:

11,650 tons of 2 inch thick Hot Mix As-
phalt Surface Course

92,050 square yards of Milling, Variable
thickness

13,125 square feet of Concrete Walk, 4
inches Thick

Due to their proximity and impact to
Westfield schools, work on the follow-
ing streets must be completed no later
than August 25, 2017:

* Sherman Street
* Sherbrook Drive
* Oak Avenue
* Shadowlawn Drive
* Shackamaxon Drive
All bidders must submit with their

bid a copy of their New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate. Failure
to submit proof of registration will dis-
qualify the bid.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
21) Each bid must also be accompanied
by a Surety Company Certificate stating
that said Surety company will provide the
bidder with the required Performance bond
in the full amount of the Contract (N.J.S.A.
40A:11-22), by a Non-Collusion Affidavit
and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement,
Statement of Ownership, on the forms
included in and explained in the contract
documents.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay work-
men the prevailing wage rates promul-
gated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town Engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
obtained at the office of the Town Engi-
neer, Public Works Center, 959 North Av-
enue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
Mayor and Council reserve the right to
reject any bid, and to waive any informality
in any bid, if in the interest of the Town, it is
deemed advisable to do so.

Kris J. McAloon
Town Engineer

1 T - 4/27/17, The Leader Fee: $65.28

Westfield Area YMCA Acts
To Prevent Child Sex Abuse
WESTFIELD — April is National

Child Abuse Prevention Month, and
the Westfield Area YMCA has des-
ignated this week, through tomor-
row, Friday, April 28, to raising
awareness and understanding of child
sexual abuse. Leading up to Healthy
Kids Day this Saturday, April 29, the
Westfield Area YMCA is joining
YMCAs across the nation to inform
the community on how to recognize,
prevent and report child sexual abuse.
It is part of the Y’s ongoing commit-

ment to provide safe, enriching envi-
ronments where children can learn,
grow and thrive.

According to studies by Darkness
to Light, about one in 10 children
experience the trauma of sexual abuse
before age 18, typically at the hands
of someone the child knows and trusts.
Abuse happens to children of both
genders and all ages, races, faiths and
socioeconomic classes.

“Child sexual abuse is a broad-
based, too-common crime in our
country today, but the good news is
that we as a community can work
together to prevent abuse,” said Su-
san Morton, Westfield Area YMCA
vice-president of operations. “At the
Y, we are fully committed to doing
our part to protect kids. Throughout
the year, the Y works to prevent
abuse by partnering with Darkness
to Light to provide Stewards of Chil-
dren® training, which is based on
The 5 Steps to Protecting Our Chil-
dren™. The five steps are: Learn the
Facts, Minimize Opportunity, Talk
About It, Recognize the Signs, and
React Responsibly.”

The Y invites the community to
learn more about the 5 Steps to Pro-
tecting Our Children™. Individuals
may visit D2L.org or contact Susan
Morton at (908) 233-2700 or
smorton@westfieldynj.org to sched-
ule a workshop for any adult group.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Wednesday,
May 31, 2017 at 10:00 a.m., for the “2017
IMPROVEMENT OF BOULEVARD (be-
tween Park Street & Washington Street),
IN THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.

The major items of work under this con-
tract include, but are not limited to, the
following in estimated quantities:

625 tons of 2 inch thick Superpave Hot
Mix Asphalt Surface Course

1,250 tons of 4 inch thick Superpave Hot
Mix Asphalt Base Course

1,300 tons of 6 inch thick Dense Graded
Aggregate Subbase

1,000 linear feet of Granite Block Curb
1,100 cubic yards of Roadway Excava-

tion, Unclassified
All bidders must submit with their bid

a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to sub-
mit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
21) Each bid must also be accompanied by
a Surety Company Certificate stating that
said Surety company will provide the bid-
der with the required Performance bond in
the full amount of the Contract (N.J.S.A.
40A:11-22), by a Non-Collusion Affidavit
and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement,
Statement of Ownership, on the forms in-
cluded in and explained in the contract
documents.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay workmen
the prevailing wage rates promulgated by
the New Jersey State Department of Labor
and Industry for this project, copies of which
are on file in the Office of the Town engi-
neer.

This project is being funded by a Trans-
portation Trust Fund Grant administered
by the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured at the office of the Town Engi-
neer, Public Works Center, 959 North Av-
enue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
non-refundable cost of contract documents
is ($50.00) made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid by check.
The Mayor and Council reserve the right to
reject any bid, and to waive any informality
in any bid, if in the interest of the Town, it is
deemed advisable to do so.

Kris J. McAloon
Town Engineer

1 T - 4/27/17, The Leader Fee: $67.83

DOE Releases Guide
On Edu. Spending

TRENTON – The Department of
Education on April 20 released the
2017 Taxpayers’ Guide to Education
Spending.

“The annual spending guide is a
tool designed to provide transpar-
ency to New Jerseyans about how
schools spend their taxpayer dollars
to educate students,” Acting Educa-
tion Commissioner Kimberley
Harrington said. The Taxpayers’
Guide to Education Spending includes
two types of total expenditures for
school districts’ annual budgets:

Total Spending Per Pupil, com-
prising of all district expenditures
including costs paid by the state on
behalf of districts as well as fees and
tuition paid for out-of-district pro-
grams; and Budgetary Cost Per Pu-
pil, comprising of costs borne by a
school district, excluding costs that
aren’t comparable among school dis-
tricts such as transportation and fa-
cilities costs.

For the 2015-2016 school year, the
average Total Spending Per Pupil in
the state, which includes pension pay-
ments made by the state and other
ancillary costs that vary by district, is
$20,385. This is 3.8 percentage points
higher than the prior year’s average
of $19,641.

The Budgetary Cost Per Pupil,
which does not include pension pay-
ments made by the state and other
district-specific costs, increased by
1.4 percentage points, from $14,736
in the 2014-2015 school year to
$14,939 in 2015-2016.

The Taxpayers’ Guide to Educa-
tion Spending can be found online.

NJEA Calls for Full Funding
Of SFRA In DOE Budget

TRENTON — The New Jersey
Education Association’s (NJEA)
elected officers, President Wendell
Steinhauer, Vice-President Marie
Blistan and Secretary-Treasurer Sean
M. Spiller, called on the Legislature
today to fully fund the state’s public
schools according to the School Fund-
ing Reform Act of 2008 (SFRA) and
to provide immediate relief for
underfunded districts for the upcom-
ing fiscal year (FY 2018). The Legis-
lature will discuss the education bud-
get for FY 2018 with the Department
of Education on Monday. NJEA’s
officers issued the following state-
ment:

“We urge the state Legislature to
fully fund our public schools and run
the school funding formula prescribed
in SFRA. On behalf of students, par-
ents and educators, we also demand
immediate aid for ‘super-growth’ and
other districts facing fiscal crises dur-
ing the 2017-2018 school year. The
Legislature must immediately pro-
vide this aid during the budget pro-
cess, as this is not a problem with the
formula, but a problem caused by not
running the formula. All children de-
serve fair treatment, and that starts
with legislators. We will not rest until
all public schools have received the
funding they need to give every stu-
dent a chance for success. We de-
mand they are provided every dollar
they are entitled to under the law.

“For the past eight years, we have
proudly fought for fair and equitable
funding of the state’s public schools.
SFRA is nationally recognized for its
potential to provide adequate fund-
ing for the education of all children.
It’s a model law that many states look
to imitate for their school funding
formulas. Unfortunately, here in New
Jersey, politics have taken precedence
over students. Governor Christie has

never fully funded SFRA since taking
office in 2010. Instead, Christie, in
partnership with Sen. (President
Steve) Sweeney, has underfunded
SFRA by nearly $8 billion, an act of
gross negligence.

“We will accept nothing less than
what our students deserve. When dis-
tricts scale back after-school pro-
grams, students miss valuable experi-
ences. When districts cut teachers
and educational support profession-
als, class sizes go up. When students
can’t play sports after school, they
miss important developmental oppor-
tunities. When the Legislature doesn’t
provide the funds required under
SFRA, schools are not able to meet
the constitutional requirement to pro-
vide a “thorough and efficient” edu-
cation to the students they serve. The
Legislature cannot let this happen. It
must intervene, and the time to do so
is now. We cannot afford to wait, our
communities cannot afford to wait,
and most important, our children can-
not afford to wait while Christie and
Sweeney allow our state’s most im-
portant asset to shrivel on the vine.

“We are encouraged that many
school districts and communities have
joined us to voice what we have al-
ways called for – full funding of SFRA
to enable all students to meet their full
potential. We hope that their pres-
ence will help lawmakers understand
the vast number of children impacted
by the failure to make school funding
a priority. We hope that lawmakers
see what we see: that this is a crisis
and it doesn’t affect a few, it affects
many.

“It’s unacceptable to pit students
against students in a fight over fund-
ing when we all know schools are
underfunded by over $1 billion for
just this year. We adamantly oppose
any school funding plan that would
make it even more difficult for dis-
tricts to educate their students. We
will not support any plan that offers
empty promises because our children
deserve better. Nor will we support
any plan that attempts to bypass the
legislative process because taxpay-
ers deserve to have a say in how their
schools are funded. We do not need a
new school funding formula; we need
to fully fund SFRA and provide im-
mediate relief for districts in crisis as
we start a new chapter in New Jersey
with our public schools as the first
priority.”

FW Fire Hydrants Being
Flushed for Maintenance

FANWOOD — Local fire hydrants
throughout Fanwood will be flushed
for system maintenance and may
cause temporary water discoloration

Each year, New Jersey American
Water scrubs out pipes in the nearly
200 communities they serve. This is
an essential part of their system main-
tenance program because it helps to
continue to provide a high-quality
water service. From Monday, April
24 through Friday, April 28, the hy-
drants in Fanwood will be flushed for
cleaning.

To cleanse the system, fire hydrants

are systematically opened to increase
water flow, allowing the flushing of
any minerals and deposits from the
pipes to occur. While flushing the
system won’t interrupt water service,
when crews are working in the area,
residents may notice a temporary drop
in water pressure or discolored water.
This is normal. If this happens, sim-
ply let your water run until it is clear.

Here are some customer tips from
New Jersey American Water:

Avoid running your tap water and
using the washing machine or dish-
washer while crews are flushing in
your area.

If discolored water occurs, simply
run the cold water for a few minutes
until it clear. This will allow the sedi-
ment to work its way through your
pipes.

Check for discolored water before
using the washing machine or dish-
washer. Wait until the water runs clear
at the tap before doing laundry or
running the dishwasher. note: If your
laundry becomes stained, do not put
yourlaundry in the dryer. Rewash
clothes immediately using detergent
and add a rust remover. Most rust
removers can also be used on stained
fixtures.

In some cases, slight discoloration
might linger for a few hours. This
discoloration only affects the appear-
ance of the water and does not affect
water quality. No health hazards are
associated with discolored water from
hydrant flushing.

If water pressure or water volume
seems low after flushing has been
completed, check your faucet screens
for trapped particles.
[* Filter does not support this file
format | In-line.TIF *]

Consumers Can Follow
These Tips to Stop Sales Calls

REGION — The federal govern-
ment has a Do Not Call Registry,
which can help you minimize sales
calls from legitimate companies. To
register your number visit
donotcall.gov or call 1-888-382-1222
from the number you want to register.
Registration is free and your number
will stay on the registry until it is
disconnected, reassigned, or you
choose to remove it.

Some helpful hints are:
Do not answer calls from a caller

ID you do not recognize. The caller
may be acting illegally, and answer-
ing would verify that you have an
active line.

Do not call back an unfamiliar num-
ber, as it could lead to another scam.

Check with your mobile provider
for services they offer to help block
unwanted calls. There are also mo-
bile apps that help stop telemarketers.

The best resources for consumers

may be found at https://www.fcc.gov/
consumers/guides/stop-unwanted-
calls-texts-and-faxes and https://
www.fcc.gov/unwanted-calls , where
hints for dealing with telemarketers
have been collected for mobile ser-
vices. However, the FTC Do Not Call
Registry and telemarketing laws and
regulations cannot protect consum-
ers whose phones are called by
spoofed/faked numbers generated by
offshore computer dialers. It is im-
portant for consumers to learn how to
protect themselves.

There has been a surge in unsolic-
ited and illegal telemarketing calls
due to internet and dialing technol-
ogy. It’s easy and cheap for scammers
to call from anywhere in the world
and to hide behind fake caller ID
information. That’s why it is difficult
for state and federal law enforcement
to identify and prosecute the indi-
viduals making the calls.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on 18th of April 2017.

ORDINANCE 2017-5

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED
THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET
COST OF LIVING ALLOW-
ANCE AND TO ESTABLISH A
CAP BANK WHEN THE COLA
IS EQUAL TO OR LESS THAN
2.50 PERCENT (N.J.S.A.
40A:4-45.14)

ORDINANCE 2017-6

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ARTICLES 5-1 (DEFINITIONS)
AND 5-3 (KENNELS, PET
SHOPS, SHELTER OR
POUNDS) IN CHAPTER V
(ANIMALS) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO DEFINE CERTAIN
TERMS AND TO PROHIBIT
THE SALE OF DOGS OR
CATS FROM “PUPPY MILLS”.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 4/27/17, The Times Fee: $29.07



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 27, 2017 Page 21

 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up, eligibility info) 

MAY 2017 
EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm   

Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Sundays Hours 1:00 - 5:00 pm  
Closed on Sundays starting 5/28  Closed 5/29 for Memorial Day 

Programs for Adults 

5/3  7:00 pm Gordon James Trio 

5/4  2:00 pm Fold for Fun Origami Workshop 

5/4, 11, 18  7:00 pm Total Body Renew Yoga with Lorraine Harwelik 

5/5  1:30 pm TGIF! In the Shadow of the Moon (video) 

5/6  2:00 pm Music of Gilbert & Sullivan-Light Opera of NJ 

5/8 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “The Illusionist”  English 

5/10  7:00 pm The Roebling Legacy 

5/12  1:30 pm TGIF! September Issue of Vogue (video) 

5/13  2:00 pm Chuck Lambert Blues Band 

5/17  7:00 pm A Holocaust Memoir by Miriam Dobin 

5/19  1:30 pm TGIF! “The Devil Wears Prada” 

5/20  2:00 pm Protect Yourself from Identity Theft 

5/24  7:00 pm Linda Ipanema & The Dixie Cats  

5/3, 10, 17, 24 10:30 am It’s Movie Time! Animated Picture Book Movies 

5/4, 11, 18, 25 10:30 am Zumba Fun (2-5 yrs old w/parent/caregiver) 

5/5  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids (must know how to move the pieces) 

5/9  6:30 pm Evening LEGO Club (grades 1-5, no kindergarten) 

Free Concert Planned by the
Musical Club of Westfield

Wychwood House Featured
On Tour of Notable Homes

Music for All Seasons Honored
For Community Contributions

Westfield Historical Soc. to
Host Exhibit on Westfield FD

ON DISPLAY...With a lovely Wychwood address, this professionally re-imagined
home featuring plenty of unusual touches will be open for viewing on Saturday,
May 13 at the Tour of Notable Homes to benefit New Jersey Festival Orchestra.

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7
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WESTFIELD – On Saturday, May
13, there will be an opportunity for all
to visit four outstanding Westfield
homes with diverse histories and
styles. To be held between 10 a.m.
and 3 p.m., this annual event is a
tradition when homeowners open their
doors for the popular Tour of Notable
Homes, to benefit the New Jersey
Festival Orchestra, according the
Friends of New Jersey Festival Or-
chestra, the fundraising arm of the
34-year-old orchestra.

One of the homes to be featured this
year is in Westfield’s Wychwood. It is
original to the development, built in
1937, and sits sedately on its verdant lot.

Its owners define it as a “forever”
home, ideal for rearing children and
entertaining family and friends. Ac-
cording to Michelle Pierce, event co-
chairwoman, however, “It also has an
air of sophistication owing to the ex-
pertise of the lady of the house, an
interior designer.” She cites just some
of the interesting and unusual ele-
ments. In the living room, for in-
stance, she describes a space with
dark-stained wood floors and a series
of couches where a mantle displays a
succession  of collectibles. An an-
tique framed kimono, probably from
Vietnam, was brought to America by
a great, great uncle, William Bullitt,
who served as ambassador to Russia
and France.

Mrs. Alteri, event co-chair, says
the dining room is an absolute “gem”
painted in a deep hue with a hint of
aubergine. Not-to-be missed, Mrs.

Alteri recommends a powder room
filled with a collection of family pho-
tographs.

Moving on to the kitchen, the cabi-
nets are done in distressed taupe, ac-
cording to Mrs. Alteri. The
countertops are quartzite; the
backsplashes marble. Double oven
and commercial-grade cook-top meet
the needs of entertaining. Adjacent to
the kitchen there is a cozy “keeping
room” and spacious art room where
children can work, play and create.

Ms. Pierce observes, “This is eclec-
tic at its best. People who join the tour
on May 13 will be fascinated."

“The Tour of Notable Homes is an
important fundraising element of the
orchestra’s budget,” Alicia Barker,
president of the Friends’ group ex-
plains. “Ticket sales and subscrip-
tions account for only a third of the
cost of putting on a professional con-
cert season. Income from the Home
Tour also supports NJFO critical edu-
cational outreach and music therapy
programs.”

Tickets for the 2017 Tour of No-
table Homes are $35 in advance ($40
on May13) and are available on line
at www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tick-
ets are also aon sale at Baron’s Drugs
and Town Book Store in Westfield;
Christoffers Florist in Mountainside;
Norman’s Hallmark in Fanwood, and
Periwinkles in Cranford.

For more information, go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or visit
the Friends of NJ Festival Orchestra
on Facebook.

WESTFIELD – The public is in-
vited on Wednesday, May 10 to the
next in a series of free concerts given
by members of the Musical Club of
Westfield.  The performance will be
held at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, 170 Elm St. and begins at
7:30 p.m. and will celebrate National
Music Week with the theme
“Music...an Adventure for Life.”

Baritone Jonathon Dawson, a cur-
rent Musical Club of Westfield Schol-
arship winner, will begin the concert
with a set of two art songs composed
by Stefan Young of Westfield entitled
Two By Three: At Midnight’s Hour
and The Rolling English Road. Mr.
Dawson will be accompanied by the
composer on the piano and by guest
artist Robert Romano on the clarinet.

Soprano Rebecca Dias will con-
tinue the vocal music section of the
concert with more selections by Mr.
Young. Ms. Dias will sing three set-
tings from The Song of Solomon: Set
me…, How beautiful…, and I am my
beloved’s. A past Musical Club Schol-
arship winner, Ms. Dias will be ac-
companied by Debra Biderman, vio-
lin, Douglas Hardin, cello, and the
composer, Stefan Young, piano.

Music for the piano by Fredric
Chopin is the second offering on the
program. Pianist Sophia Agranovich
will play the Sonata No.2 in B-flat
minor, Op.35. The sonata comprises
four movements: I. Grave – Doppio
movimento, II. Scherzo,  III. Marche
funèbre (the Funeral March) and IV.
Finale.

Robert Romano, clarinet, and
Carol-Ann Mochernuk, piano, will
conclude the concert with Leonard
Bernstein’s Sonata for Clarinet and

Piano (1941-1942) This was
Bernstein’s first published piece and
consists of two consecutive move-
ments: I. Grasioso and II. Andantino
- Vivace e leggiero.

The performance is free and open
to the public. Refreshments will be
served after the program to give those
in attendance the opportunity to meet
the performers. The Musical Club of
Westfield, now in its 101st season,
presents concerts featuring its mem-
bers and offers scholarships to prom-
ising young musicians who are ma-
joring in music. Membership in the
club is open to anyone with an inter-
est in music. Those wishing informa-
tion about membership in the Musi-
cal Club of Westfield as a performer
or an associate member may visit the
club’s website at
www.musicalclubofwestfield.org.

MAKING MUSIC FOR ALL...Music for All Seasons (MFAS) was recently
honored by the Center for Hope and Safety for their community service. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Brian Dallow, MFAS executive director; Rena Fruchter,
MFAS artistic director; Paula Long, MFAS administrative assistant and Gail
Steinel, Center for Hope and Safety Board of Trustees vice-president.
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McCarthy
eler and the best selling author of the
travel memoir The Longest Way
Home. Last year he starred in the
ABC drama “The Family,” this year
he has directed episodes of “The
Blacklist” and “Orange is the New
Black.”

When asked about his multi-fac-
eted career, McCarthy said, “I am
grateful that I get to do all of them. I
feel like me when I do them.” He said
that when he started acting in high
school he was “suddenly aware of
myself.” He acknowledged that he
has been lucky to “recognize that
moment in myself and carve out a
career.”

so why can’t we have it in a syna-
gogue? Our first concert here in the
Temple, we sold out at 300 tickets.”

Five times a year Mostly Music
presents outstanding performances
by renowned guest artists offered in
the intimate setting of a 500-seat au-
ditorium. In conjunction with the au-
dience-friendly setting, the musicians
give musical and historical insights
about the composers or the joys and
challenges in performing the pieces.
The Sunday, May 7 concert features
Jeremy Denk, on Piano, Alex Fortes
and Alexi Kenny on Violin, Paul
Neubauer on Viola, Fred Sherry on
Cello and Jordan Frazier on Bass.

Individual tickets may be pur-
chased at the door for $30.

No longer living in Westfield, but
back in New York City where she was
raised, Ms. Angel said that it warms
her heart and even gives her chills
when she realizes the Mostly Music
organization will be a lasting part of
her legacy.

SCOTCH PLAINS – It has been an
exciting month for Music for All Sea-
sons (MFAS), which was recently hon-
ored by two organizations for their con-
tributions providing the healing power
of music to those in need. At the annual
gala fundraiser presented by the
Teaneck-based Center for Hope and
Safety, Music for all Seasons was one
of three honorees.  MFAS received the
“Community Partnership Award.” The
event took place at the Royal Manor in
Garfield. For more than a decade, MFAS
has brought programs to the women
and children who are residents of the
shelter providing therapeutic, healing,
and interactive programs on a regular
basis.  The award was accepted by co-
founders Rena Fruchter and Brian
Dallow and administrative assistant
Paula Long.

MFAS was also recognized by
Johnson & Johnson at their annual
Multiple Blood Donor Reception held
at its New Brunswick headquarters,
receiving the “Community Award.”
Music for All Seasons and the Ameri-
can Cancer Society were selected as
honorees. In lieu of a gift to the mul-
tiple blood donors, a donation is made
to a non-profit honoree. Theresa
Ragozine, vice president of global
procurement and chairwoman of
Johnson & Johnson’s national blood
program along with Dominic Caruso,
Johnson & Johnson CFO, presented
the award to MFAS’ Executive Di-
rector Brian Dallow.

Music for All Seasons was created
in 1991 by its co-founders, Rena
Fruchter and Brian Dallow, who be-
lieve in the power of music to heal,
bring solace, and to change people’s
lives.  Providing live, interactive
musical programs to those members
of society who have no regular access
to the arts in hospitals, hospices, shel-
ters, prisons, detention centers, half-
way houses for foster children, and

geriatric centers, is at the heart of the
work they do.   In recent years, MFAS
has focused especially on youth at
risk, with an emphasis on children in
shelters for victims of domestic vio-
lence, as well as providing the Voices
of Valor therapeutic songwriting pro-
gram for veterans. MFAS is active in
five states—New Jersey, New York,
Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and Cali-
fornia. Since their inception, MFAS
has been in the forefront of the arts in
healing and wellness movement since
its inception.

For more information, or to make a
donation, please (908) 322-6300 or
online at
www.musicforallseasons.org.

Auditions Announced
for Musical Production

WESTFIELD – Casting for a full-
length musical theatre production of
James and the Giant Peach. This
play is based on the book by Roald
Dahl, and adapted for the stage by
David Wood. This play tells the story
of an orphan boy named James who,
after his parents are killed by a rhi-
noceros, is sent to live with his abu-
sive aunts.

James wishes to be accepted and to
have happiness and friends. His dream
comes true, in a way, when a giant
peach grows in the backyard, and he
goes on and adventure with giant talk-
ing insects who become his friends.
Open auditions will be held on Friday,
April 28, Saturday, April 29, and Sun-
day April 30. Auditions will be held
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., at 215 North
Scotch Plains Avenue, Westfield.

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, April
30, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., there will an
exhibit on the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment at the Westfield His-
torical Society at 314
Mountain Avenue in
Westfield. The fire
department’s trucks and
equipment will be outside
on the driveway of the
Reeve house for all to see
and experience. Firemen
will be on hand to explain
fire safety.

The Society is celebrat-
ing Westfield’s 300th an-
niversary early before
2020 by previewing a
very important segment
of the history of
Westfield. Westfield’s Hook and Lad-
der Co., the Bucket and Engine Co.
and the Empire Engine Co. came to-
gether in 1883. In 1903, it became the
Westfield Fire Department.

Find out how fires were extin-
guished before there was a fire com-
pany. Learn more about the building

on North Avenue and it’s architec-
ture. Where were the hoses dried?
Where was the first fire alarm system

in town? See photos of
early firefighters and
their gear. Have you ever
seen the Bicentennial
Fire Hydrant? Get a
firsthand view of what it
is like being a fireman.

This exhibit will be
on view from Sunday,
April 30 to Tuesday,
May 30. A $5 donation
is requested children
under 12 free. Refresh-
ments will be served on
the porch. Bring the
whole family and learn
more about your town’s

heritage.
For more information on the

Westfield Historical Society, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Rockin’ for Autism
Music Festival Planned

FANWOOD – To commemorate
Autism Awareness Month, and raise
awareness of and funds for autism
related services, the Borough of
Fanwood will be hosting its second
annual Rockin’ For Autism Music Fes-
tival on Saturday, April 29 from 10
a.m. to 7 p.m. at LaGrande Park (200
LaGrande Avenue; Rain date Sunday,
April 30). Highlights from last year’s
festival can be found at
www.rockin4autism.org.

The 2017 festival will be even
grander than 2016, featuring a variety
of local musical acts, food trucks and
stands, local vendors and non-profit
organizations, autism workshops, a
bake sale and merchant tricky tray
raffle, a beer garden, an obstacle course
and more. The festival will also coin-
cide with the Scotch Plains- Fanwood
Youth Baseball Association Opening
Day Ceremony, and feature sports clin-
ics from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Soccer Association and the Wolves
Basketball Academy.

Rockin’ For Autism is the brain-
child of 15-year-old Fanwood resi-
dent Mallory Banks, who since 2011
has raised more than $20,000 for Au-
tism New Jersey (www.autismnj.org)
in honor of her brother, Ethan (age 17),
and all those affected by autism spec-
trum disorder. Miss Banks, an Autism
Awareness Junior Ambassador for the
past six years, ranks among the top
kids in New Jersey who raise money
for Autism Awareness Month. Last
year, the festival raised $10,500 – more
than doubling the amount of money
previously raised by Mallory since
2011.

“Last year’s Rockin’ For Autism
Music Festival was unbelievable.
While it was an exciting day for many,
at the heart of it was the money the
festival raised to help people with au-
tism like my brother,” said Mallory.
“This year’s festival is going to be
even bigger and better than last year’s,
and we hope that even more people
attend because everyone who comes
makes a difference.”

“Rockin’ For Autism is an extraor-
dinary event that Fanwood is proud to
host. It has something for everyone to
enjoy,” said Mayor Colleen Mahr.
“Last year’s festival exceeded
everyone’s expectations, and was a
shining example of how the dreams of
an exceptional young woman can pull
an entire community together for a
worthy cause. I am confident that the
festival will continue to attract high
attendance, creating memories while
raising awareness and funds for the
autism community.”

Among the many bands and per-
formers scheduled include: Eric
Harrison’s Crash Course, Three-Piece
Nugget, Leave the Gun, The
Thingama Jigs, Anthem and
Goodworks. Joining them will be re-
nowned music therapist Jammin’ Jenn
and a dance exposition by the Cindy
Smith Dance Studio. The event will
be MC’d by Main Source DJs.

Potter Guild Hosts
Annual Festival

BASKING RIDGE – The Potters
Guild of New Jersey will host its
Annual Spring Pottery Festival and
Sale of functional and sculptural ce-
ramics at a new location: The Farm-
stead Art Center at 450 King George
Road, Basking Ridge, on Saturday,
May 6 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday, May 7 from noon to 5 p.m.

The work of over 30 potters will be
exhibited along with wheel throwing
and hand-building demonstrations
and activities for children.

For more information or directions,
visit www.pottersguildnj.org or con-
tact Christine Sirko at
csirko@comcast.net.
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Dreamcatcher Captures Timely and
Thought-Provoking Message

Woman’s Legacy Continues in
‘Mostly Music’ Season Finale

Andrew McCarthy Returns
To Westfield This Weekend

Bach Concertos and piano solos featuring 
Jeremy Denk on Piano 

Alex Fortes and Alexi Kenny, Violin 
Paul Neubauer, Viola 

Fred Sherry, Cello 
Jordan Frazier, Bass 

  

Buying   •   Selling   •   Mortgage   •   Title   •   Insurance

R E A L T O R S®

These homes are just the beginning of all you’ll find on Weichert.com.

Phyllis
Brown

Maria
DiCarlo

Steven
Finter

Don
Villane

SCOTCH PLAINS. Absolutely stunning 5 BR 4 Bath Colonial. Over 4600 sq. ft. of
spacious rooms w/open flow for entertaining. Wonderful architectural design & details
with beautiful woodwork and notable amenities. A fabulous chef's kitchen with large
center island, imported backsplash, huge FR with high ceiling, stylish LR and FDR with tray ceilings, a
computer center/office, a spectacular MBR Suite w/Walk-In Closets and MBth, 4 large BR's with large
closets and a fin. bsmt. A beautiful professionally landscaped backyard with paver patio and built-in barbecue/
cooking area, a 3 car garage, and a charming open front porch complete this special home. $1,120,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD. Welcome to this spacious 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Colonial
in the prestigious town of Westfield. This home features Eat-In
Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, wood burning Fireplace, hardwood
floors under carpet, and ample closets. In addition, a light filled sunroom, full
basement, fenced in yard and 2 car detached garage. Convenient to schools, NYC
transportation and Center of Town cultural and social activities. $599,000.

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Restored 1871 Victorian A Mackenzie-Childs inspired
décor, mahogany floors, butler pantry w/back stair, Heated Floors,
$30,000 lighting fixtures to remain, in-ground heated pool, Blue
Stone patio and Pool surround, Gorgeous gardens, KOI pond, Marble stone drive,
Restored Burry Biscuit Factory Iron fencing, 3 car garage w/Loft, front & rear
Mahogany porches, gourmet center island kitchen, 2 fireplaces, 1st floor laundry/
mud room, MBR w/private bath. $1,449,500.

VICTORIAN
WESTFIELD. Center Hall Farmhouse Colonial. Exterior
architectural details are a rustic farmhouse style. The custom back
covered patio with exposed beam ceiling feature a wood burning
fireplace. Pool sized yard can be customized. The walk-out basement ties the outdoor
living space to a spacious room. A spacious interior with large rooms and open flow
is enhanced with large windows. Specialty lighting, surround sound system and whole
house stereo. Over 6650 square feet (including basement). $2,125,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Nancy
Kronheimer
Top Sales and
Units for the

month of March

Sales Associate
of the Month

Carol
DiGraci

Top Dollar
Volume for the

month of March

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – “Chamber music
isn’t necessarily for everyone,” Steve
Rothman, president of Mostly Music
said in a recent interview with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “But for folks
who love it, we feel “It’s the best kept
secret in New Jersey’.” He spoke
with reverence and love about the
organization’s upcoming Sunday,
May 7 concert that will take place at
3:30 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 756
East Broad Street in Westfield. “It’s
amazing that professional musicians
who have played in Lincoln Center,
Carnegie Hall and venues around the
world perform on our doorstep,” he
continued.

The Mostly Music organization was
organized in 1970 by a former
Westfield resident Claire Angel. Ms.
Angel, a Julliard-trained pianist, said,
also in a phone interview, it has been
a long road to get to where the orga-
nization is today. She explained how
she formed it over four decades ago.
As a young mother vacationing at a
summer cottage in Massachusetts, she
missed practicing the piano. The
town’s library had a piano and for
$0.25 per hour, she could rent access
to it. A woman heard Ms. Angel prac-
ticing and asked her to substitute at a
chamber music concert. From that
networking opportunity, she asked
other performers to come to Westfield
to play in her home or the homes of
friends. A series of concerts sprang

from those intimate gatherings where
conversation, dessert and music flour-
ished. The name of the organization
sprang to mind because in spite of the
social aspect of the gatherings, it was
music based.

Because it continued to blossom in
popularity mainly because of word of

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SUMMIT - The Oakes Center on
120 Morris Avenue in Summit looks
like a church when you first approach
it. And the building of this now perma-
nent residence of the Equity Theatre
Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre
(DRT) was just that for years. The
padded seats are pews that arc around
an ample staging area, and accompa-
nied by a vaulted ceiling, provide a
charming ambiance for theatre.

Dreamcatcher’s latest production
opened on Friday night with play-
wright Wendy McLeod’s intimate
two-hander, Things Being What They
Are. The audience is invited into a
unique relationship – two male neigh-
bors sharing a slice of their life in the
world of suburbia. First published in
2003, it is surprising in its timeliness.

When Jack (Clark Scott
Carmichael) bursts into his new

neighbor’s unfurnished condo-
minium, we see him as a neighbor
from hell: intrusive, nosy, rude and a
real boor. He asks if there is anything
to drink and helps himself to a beer
from the six-pack that was left in the
refrigerator by the last tenants. Jack
perhaps could be a nephew of Archie
Bunker with his wise cracks about
various ethnicities other than his own.
He’s a divorced man and father of
three children, whom he refers to as
“aliens.” He has cheated on his wife,
is dumped by his mistress and is feel-
ing a bit sorry for himself. From the
get go, we don’t blame his wife for
leaving him.

Despite a rather inauspicious be-
ginning, the two men start to bond
over beers.  Bill, (Jason Szamreta) a
former actor and now a junior execu-
tive at Seagram’s, is the newcomer to
the neighborhood. He is trying to
unpack and make some sense of the
pile of books and boxes in his living

room. He tells Jack he is waiting for
the furniture to be delivered and re-
veals, awkwardly, that he’s expecting
a phone call from his wife. She is an
actress, a beautiful one, it seems. They
met when appearing in a play to-
gether.

As the first of the two acts unfolds,
Bill shares that his wife has been
having an affair with a fellow actor.
He’s hoping it is over, but with the
clues we’re given, even the most op-
timistic Pollyanna in the audience
feels his head is in the sand.

By the middle of Act II, the audi-
ence starts to soften towards Jack.
Yes, he’s a jerk, but we feel for the
guy. Playwright McLeod’s show isn’t
mere easy little patter, but rather two
guys telling stories to one another.
That by itself is engaging. Add to it
two experienced actors who have
loads of craft in their bags of tricks
and nuanced direction by Laura
Ekstrand and the audience is mes-
merized in the short hour and 45-
minute production.

These two apparent opposites
somehow find a connection, perhaps
from the ironic fact that they both are
nursing failed relationships. There is
something comforting in finding out
that we aren’t alone in trials of life,
isn’t there? What’s intriguing about
this work is that while these two men
wax philosophical about life, death,
marriage, divorce, fatherhood and
love, comic moments are peppered
quite naturally throughout. This might
not be realistic bonding of two men
who have only known each other for
a week, but stranger things than that
happen every day.

For ticket information, contact the
theatre on their website at
www.dreamcatcherrep.org, or call
(908) 514-9654 or (800) 838-3006.
The show runs weekends through
Sunday, May 7.

By LAUREN S. BARR
The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD  – Before he was
famous, Andrew McCarthy was an
average Westfield kid who could of-
ten be seen ordering the #12 at Duke’s.
While most know him for his starring
roles in box office hits like Pretty in
Pink, Weekend at Bernie’s and St.
Elmo’s Fire; McCarthy has had a long
career as a director, a travel writer
and now as a fiction author. His new
book, Just Fly Away, will bring him
back to Westfield this weekend for a
book signing at Lord & Taylor on
Saturday, April 29 from 1 p.m. to 2
p.m.

The setting for Just Fly Away is
based on his memories of growing up
in Westfield, where he lived on Bou-
levard until he was 15. The novel is
from the perspective of a 15-year-old
girl who discovers that her eight-year-
old half-brother is living across town.

In an interview with The Westfield

Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times McCarthy explained
that he had spent seven years writing
a book about a marriage, but struggled
to complete it. He said that it was
when he began writing the story from
the perspective of the 15-year-old
daughter, the book came together eas-
ily. “I was writing from the 15-year-
old in my self to the 15-year-old in
myself,” he told The Leader-Times.

While the book is categorized as
young adult, McCarthy pointed out
that timeless classics like To Kill a
Mockingbird and Catcher in the Rye
fall into the same genre, and often
draw more adult readers than young.
“They are stories about the moment
we made our own choices...when we
realize we are not the center of our
parents’ universe,” he said.

The father of three, whose children
could be heard in the background
during the interview, is an editor-at-
large at National Geographic Trav-

mouth, the group had to meet in larger
venues. “We met at Union County
College for several years,” Ms. Angel
explained, “but when that didn’t work
out, I realized we had a venue right at
our finger tips. Music has been a part
of churches for centuries, I thought,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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UP TO HERE...In Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre's latest mainstage produc-
tion, Things Being What They Are,  new condo owner Bill (Jason Szamreta) finally
tells his nosy neighbor Jack (Clark Scott Carmichael), left,  that some information
about his wife are off limits. The poignant comic-drama that touches on love, loss
and everything in between runs through Sunday, May 7.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top honors in the distance med-
ley relays (DMR) belonged to the
Westfield High School boys, who
also won the team high jump and
long jump, and girls, who also
won the 4x800 and javelin event,
at the Blue Devil Classic Relays at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on April 22. The Cranford Cougar
girls won the team shot put and
the boys won the team pole vault.
Also a number of Blue Devils,
Cougars and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders recorded the

top individual totals in jumping
and field events.

Blue Devils Spencer Weigand
(1,200), Cam McLaughlin (400),
James McCutcheon (800) and
Jake Triarsi (1,600) beat out their
Union Catholic (UC) opponents in
the DMR with a time of 10:35.18.
Raiders Ben Fleischer, Brandon
Garcia, Colin Sullivan and Max
Toll finished fifth at 10:53.24.

Weigand ran the first leg and
handed off in first position to
McLaughlin.

“It was the leadoff leg. My goal
was try to stick on the front and

UC was definitely going to try to
break that. We went out really
hard. We came around for the
last lap. I felt good so I tried to
take it from the 200,” Weigand
explained.

“I went out a little slow on mine
and Elijah from UC caught me
early passing me. I just tried to
hold with him until the last 100
where I usually have a pretty
good kick. I was able to pass him
the last 50, give it to us in first.
Our handoff was smooth. We got
out of the station clean,”
McLaughlin explained.

McCutcheon took the handoff
from McLaughlin.

“UC always gives us a run for
our money. I just tried to hang on

the guy, let him pace me. At the
end, it was close. He had a great
kick. I got it in first. Cam did an
amazing job in the 4[00]. He
gave me a good lead. This whole
DMR team gave it 100 percent.
It’s really an honor to be with
these guys,” McCutcheon said.

Triarsi actually ran the 1,600
leg in place of Matt Meusel, who
has a stress fracture.

“I thought we were out a little
slow, so I knew it was going to be
a kick race. I did not want to risk
it for the last three [laps], so I
took it early and did what I was
supposed to do on the last lap.
We were a man down with Matt
Meusel so I took over that mile
spot. That was for him,” Triarsi
said.

Blue Devils Phil Dwyer at a
personal record (PR) 21-5 — best
in meet and Sam Bennett (19-
3.25) won the long jump relay
with a distance of 40-3.75. Raider
Nigel Nelson and GL Highlander
Kilian Quinn tied for the best
height in the high jump at 6-0
but Blue Devils Tom Fuccillo (5-

SPF’s WEBER BEST TOSS IN DISCUS, NELSON TIES 1ST IN H.J.; CR’s CHANG BEST IN T.J.

WF Wins 6; Cougars Shot, PV, at Blue Devil Classic Relays

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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10) and Dwyer (5-8) won the
event with a total height of 11-6.

Cougars Trey Pascual at 12-6
(meet’s best) and Mark Lynch at
12-0 won the pole vault with a
height of 24-6. Cougar Addison
Chang had the best distance in
the triple jump at 42-0.25 and
Raider Nelson had the seventh-
best at 39-1.5. Raider Izu Mozie
had the sixth-best throw in the
discus at 140-7 and the ninth-
best in the shot put at 47-1. In
the javelin, Fuccillo with a dis-
tance of 155-9 (4th best) and
Blue Devil Joe SanGiacomo at
139-9 took second with a dis-
tance of 295-6.

GL Highlanders Andrew Aguilera
at 54.75 and Doug Ladzinski at
57.16 had the first and third best
times in the 400 hurdles. Blue
Devils McLaughlin, Rob Brown,
Dan Audino and Weigand took
second in the sprint medley relay
(SMR) at 3:42.31 and Westfield
B (McCutcheon, Jack Neiswenter,
Dan LaMastra and Triarsi) fin-
ished fifth at 3:45. Dwyer,
Neiswenter, Audino and Brown
took fifth in the 4x100 at 44.68.

Dwyer, Audino, Neiswenter and
McLaughlin took seventh in the
4x200 at 1:33.49 followed by
Raiders Jumar Etkins, Dwight
Laylor, Graham McAlindin and
Nelson at 1:33.51. In the 4x800,
Raiders Fleischer, Garcia, Ricardo
Lopez and Sullivan took seventh
at 8:32.19. Highlanders Aguilera,
Tim Bronthover, Alex Janiak and
Ladzinski finished fourth in the
4x100 at 1:04.84.

In the girls meet, Blue Devils
Devyn Heinzerling (1,200), Tani
Horton (400), Emma Jackler
(800) and Mia Melao (1,600)
crossed first in the DMR with a
time of 12:40.43. The Westfield
B team of Jessica Stern, Caroline
Stockwell, Sarah Hacker and
Ryan Kirby finished second ahead
of Union Catholic at 12:51.35.
Raiders Maddy Bord, Wilda
Francois, Lizzie Ley and Amanda
Logie finished fourth at 13:06.55
and Cougars Julia Kelly, Char-
lotte Van Why, Bella DeSimone
and Lindsay Aschmies finished
sixth at 13:19.89.

Speaking on behalf of
Heinzerling, who was with the

trainer at the time, Melao said,
“She had a good race. She was
scaring us a little bit though be-
cause she was back with our sec-
ond and third [teams] on the
second lap but by the last lap, she
has a very sharp kick and ended
up getting back up there and
putting us in a good spot for Tani.
Devyn definitely did her part.”

“I was pretty nervous going
into the 400 but I saw the UC
girls right behind me and I knew
I had to kick it all the way. I made
sure I kept my arms pumping
and pick my legs up and get to
the end and give off to Emma. I
think our handoff went pretty
well,” Horton said.

“The handoff was very tight
when we all came in. I was try-
ing to figure out where to be so
I don’t run into other people.
The UC girl had a pretty good
gap, so I had to close that gap,
get a good handoff to Mia. The
handoff wasn’t too good. I was a
little tired at the end but we
pushed through and it ended
well because we got it,” Jackler

explained.
“My handoff from the 800 wasn’t

too great. I closed the gap on UC.
I ended up passing her in the first
lap, which I thought was kind of
a risky move but I took the lead
and just extended the gap. I was
a little fearful of passing her be-
cause I didn’t want to see her
coming back but It worked out
and we got our other Westfield
[foursome] in second place, so
overall it was a good day for us in
the DMR,” Melao said.

Heinzerling, Jackler, Melao and
Stern crossed first in the 4x800

at 9:57.1 and the Westfield B
team of Hacker, Brianna Hatch,
Stockwell and Cindy Qiang took
third at 10:17.68. Raiders Bord,
Sofia Casimiro, Ley and Logie
took fifth at 10:27.08. In the
javelin, Blue Devils Keren
Moncayo (113-0 — meet best),
Sam Stravach (98-7) and Kylinn
Kraemer (85-8) took first with a
distance of 297-3.

Cougars Christina Barlik (36-
10.6 — meet best) and Brianna
Scotti (36-1) won the team shot
put with a distance of 72-11.5.

“We are starting the season off
better than last year. We are on
a better path. I feel really good
where I am right now. This is only
the second meet. I am excited on
how we are working as a team
and for the next couple of weeks
going into individuals,” Barlik
said.

“I threw 36-1. We compared
our scores to last year and last
year I threw 32 with change. It
shows improvement. About this
time you are not at your highest
level. From here, you go up and

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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keep getting better. This meet
you don’t get your PR but the
next you may get your PR,” said
Scotti, whose best throw is 38-2

and goal is 40 feet.
The two have been good com-

petition for each other. “Some
days I will have an off day and

Christina will be on top of her
game then the other way around.
But with every throw is like, ‘she
did that so I got to do this’. We

both don’t have the same little
mistakes,” Scotti said.

The two Cougars also competed
in the discus event and Barlik had

the third best toss at 101-9. Raider
Madeline Weber, who had a throw
of 96-4 in the javelin and 32-5.75

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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in the shot put, had the best
throw in the discus at 105-11.

“That is one of my best throws
I’ve had. It’s a great start to the

season,” said Barlik, who added,
“Once the warmer weather comes
and we are practicing more in the
heat, I think my body gets more

loose, so I am able to throw
much better.”

Olympian Union Catholic Viking
Sydney McLaughlin competed in

two first-place relays, recording
a time of 56.15 in the 400 hurdles
and anchoring the winning 4x200
team that was timed at 1:39.1.

Raiders Rosie Cuomo, Wilda
Francois, Emily Gonyou and
Abigail Hammon took third in the

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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shuttle hurdles at 1:10.9, fol-
lowed by Highlanders Alex Cassu,
Iasbelle Collins, Madelyn
Forrester and Amanda Quinn at

1:10.38 and Blue Devils Lauren
Triarsi, Abigail Knaul, Maddy
Armstrong and Eva Boyes at
1:13.57. Julia Czorba, Knaul and

Armstrong took fifth in the 400
hurdles at 3:38.3.

Individually, Cougar Hanna
Capone and Highlander Leah Saifi

tied for first in the pole vault with
a clearance of 11-6. Blue Devil
Czorba and Cougars Van Why
and Sasha Knapp tied for fourth

in the high jump with a height of
4-8. Blue Devil Adriana Vergara
had the ninth-longest leap in the
long jump at 15-8.5.

more photos next page
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Westfield Boys, Girls Win 6; Cougars Win Shot Put, Pole Vault at Blue Devil Classic



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-7  Thursday, April 27, 2017

goleader.com/ballyhoo

* Westfield Blue Devils Go Long; Defeat AL Johnson Crusaders, 7-5, in Softball *
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** Cranford Softball Lady Cougars Hold Down Kearny Kardinal Girls, 5-3 **
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Motown Unleashes Thunder in 11-6 Triumph Over Westfield Blue Devils in Baseball
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Westfield Blue Devils Overpower Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 12-3, in Lacrosse
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Committee OKs Budget
With $22.7-Mil. Tax Levy

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday adopted
its municipal budget, by a 5-to-0
tally, with a municipal tax levy
for 2017 of $22,731,187, repre-
senting a 1.18-percent increase
over the 2016 tax levy. The aver-
age assessed home of $182,678
will see a $34 increase in taxes
this year.

According to a tax breakdown,
the municipal library is $1.4 mil-
lion, the local school district is
$55.5 million, the county is esti-
mated at $21.4 million, and the
county open space tax is esti-
mated at $626,763, putting the
total estimated amount to be
raised by taxes in Cranford at
$101,598,524.

The municipal debt service for
2017 is $4.8 million, with total
municipal general appropriations
at $37.9 million. The swimming
pool utility budget shows an an-

ticipated revenue of $1.75 mil-
lion.

Commissioner Andis Kalnins
noted with the 2017 municipal
budget that there were “signifi-
cant increases” in debt service
and insurance. He also observed
that the state had made no re-
quests for changes to the bud-
get.

The police salaries and wages
budget for 2017 is $5,888,286,
down from $5,997,286 in 2016.
Commissioner Mary O’Connor
said before voting for the budget
that the municipal spending plan
does not include two positions
within the police department.

“I have really struggled with
this budget...it does reduce the
police force by one promised po-
sition and one retirement fill...I
am against that reduction in
force,” she said.

“Cranford is changing and
growing…we have added over

GW Story on Website
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Borough Council meeting story
from Tuesday, April 20, will be
published on goleader.com and
will be in the printed newspaper
in the Thursday, May 4 issue.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DON’T GIVE AWAY OUR POWER...Cranford resident and former planning
board member Rita LaBrutto (at podium) addresses the planning board last
Thursday regarding 215 and 235 Birchwood Avenue, property aquired by the
township. Seated to her right are planner Kristin  Russell and attorney Wanda
Chin, who are both representing the township.The board voted to designate the
property as a non-condemnation area in need of redevelopment.

Cranford Board of Education
Approves $65-Million Budget

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation on Monday night approved
a $65-million budget for the
2017-2018 school year, which
will result in a $270 tax increase
on the average Cranford home
assessed at $181,000.

Total student enrollment is pro-
jected to be 3,905 students in
2017-2018, almost the same as
the current school year.

“Cranford student enrollment,
which historically has slightly in-
creased 1 to 2 percent every
year, has leveled off over the last
few years,” District Business Ad-
ministrator Robert J. Carfagno
said.

The 2017-2018 budget real-
ized a $1.3-million increase com-
pared to the 2016-2017 revised
budget, excluding state and fed-
eral aid. The budget has three
major sub-sections: the general
fund, special revenue, and debt
service. The general fund will be
allocated $62 million, with $1.2
million to fund special revenue
and $1.2 million to finance debt
service.

Budget funding is accomplished
by local taxes levied, state aid
and federal aid. During a budget
presentation it was reported that
87 percent, or $55.2 million, is to
be financed by local tax levy;
tuition revenue will fund $3.7
million, or 6 percent, of the spend-
ing plan, and state aid repre-
sents $2.8 million, or 4 percent
of budget revenue.

“State aid will remain the same
amount as in 2016. Flat state
funding does not help us accom-
plish our goals to keep our dis-
trict successful,” which is one
reason why people move to Cran-

ford, Mr. Carfagno said. Federal
aid accounts for 2 percent of
budget revenue, or just over $1
million.

Non-discretionary items com-
pose 92 percent of the general
fund. Items include employee
salaries and benefits, special-
education requirements, student
transportation costs, and school
building energy costs. Special-
education requirements cost
$13.7 million, transportation and
energy costs are $2.3 million,
with student support services and
direct instructional services ac-
counting for the remainder of
general fund expenses.

“As a district we must never
disembark from our respect for
personalized and innovative edu-
cation. The most important fun-
damental is the student getting
excited to enter the classroom,”
said Interim Superintendent of
Schools Marilyn Birnbaum, Ed.D.
The 2017-2018 budget will in-
clude curriculum enhancements
such as new updated course work
in the World Language, English
and Language Arts Departments,
emphasis on college readiness
and career readiness. Employee-

focused professional develop-
ment is not unaccounted for in
the budget. Programs such as
Future Ready Schools, Personal
Learning Cohorts, Mathematics:
Envision and Differentiation, and
Reading Writing Workshop “Lab
Sites” will be included in the 2017-
2018 school budget.

“The bandwidth enhancements
for WIFI and the increase in com-
puters made PARCC (Partner-
ship for Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Careers)
testing so much easier and less
stressful. As a student body we
are very appreciative,” said board
student representative Hunter
Brogan.

Technology enhancements and
upgrades are a continued focus
in the 2017-2018 budget. The
district will continue to upgrade
bandwidth or Internet speed.
Computer purchases for each
school and an ongoing assess-
ment of the technology program,
including current hardware and
software inventory, will be con-
ducted in 2017.

All schools within the district
will undergo paving repairs.
Building security and upgrades
also will be continued and the
middle schools and high school
will have their gymnasium floors
sanded and refinished. As
needed, concrete repairs will be
made including step ways and
walkways. Classroom and tile
abatement, as well as reinstalla-
tion, are addressed in budget
operational expense fund line
items.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Emerson College
Announces Dean's List
BOSTON, Mass. – The following

local residents have been named
to Emerson College's Dean's List
for the Fall 2016 semester. The
requirement to make the Dean's
List is a grade point average of
3.7 or higher.

Bianca Assaf of Cranford, a Me-
dia Arts Production major.

Simeon Granada of Cranford, a
Theatre and Performance major.

Nathaniel Graham of Fanwood,
a Media Arts Production major.

Philip Tice of Scotch Plains, a
Media Arts Production major.

Probitas Verus Honos
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300 residences, Birchwood will
add another 225, and other
projects are being proposed.
More people, more traffic, more
emergency calls. We need a fully-
staffed police department,” Ms.
O’Connor said.

Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
responded that, “There have been
no police patrol functions that
have been compromised...I per-
sonally feel we have the comple-
ment of individuals to satisfy the
public safety of Cranford.”

The capital budget also was
introduced, by a 4-to-1 commit-
tee vote, with a bond ordinance
amounting to $3,988,500 to pay
the cost thereof. Commissioner
Kalnins voted against the capital
budget.

“My recommendation was to
spend about $3.4 million, which
is about what we spent last
year...I think there are tougher
choices that could be made,” Mr.
Kalnins said.

The capital budget includes re-
surfacing of various roads, a new
traffic light on Alden Street and
North Union Avenue, and im-
provements to various dams in
the township; Department of
Public Works equipment; fire de-
partment ambulance and equip-
ment; police department rescue
boat and other equipment; a
computer server; improvements
to Johnson Park; sidewalk pav-
ers and street lights downtown,
and TV-35 upgrades.

The township is going to re-
quest bids to replace all of the
older street lamps downtown.
Costs for the more than 300
lamps are estimated between
$800 and $1,900 per lamp, de-
pending on the style, Township
Administrator Terence Wall said.

The Special Improvement Dis-
trict budget also was adopted at
$177,292.

A resolution designating the
Birchwood Avenue Study Area as
an area in need of redevelop-
ment was passed 4-to-0, with

Deputy Mayor Patrick Giblin ab-
staining his vote. Mr. Giblin voted
against the $18-million purchase
of 215-235 Birchwood Avenue
from developer S. Hekemian
Group, and half a million in costs
attributed to the sale, late last
year.

“Debt cost has gone up consid-
erably to the town. That is some-
thing we had control over. At the
end of 2016 we made a decision
to purchase and in February is-
sue over $18 million worth of
bonds to finance this project,
which has a direct impact on our

financing costs…I do want to see
the property sold. I have con-
cerns about the potential PILOT
(Payment In Lieu of Taxes) the
developer may get,” Mr. Giblin
said.

“I think this gives us flexibility
in any negotiations with a devel-
oper,” Mr. Kalnins said.

Bulky waste pickup is not to be
available this spring. The town-
ship received one bid from Waste
Management. Waste Manage-
ment submitted a bid at $350
per permit, based on 525 house-
holds purchasing the permit. In

the bid specification, the town-
ship said it has offered bulky
waste pickup yearly since 1991
at a cost of $95 per permit, but
shows a steady decline of pur-
chased permits since 2009, from
652 to 472 in 2015, a 27-percent
decline. The Department of Pub-
lic Works is “working with other
local municipalities to find solu-
tions to this problem.”

The township hired Harbor Con-
sultants of Cranford to provide
planning services for the town-
ship at a cost not to exceed
$42,000.

In executive session at
Monday’s committee workshop
session, officials discussed plan-
ning services for the MDTV prop-
erty on North Avenue. They also
met to discuss property on
Birchwood Avenue, legal mat-
ters, and personnel in the fire
department and other depart-
ments.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
of Maser Consulting gave his re-
port to the committee Monday
night. The basketball court at
Lincoln Park was paved, drain-
age was completed, and the poles
have been installed. Basketball
nets will go in soon. Once the
asphalt cures, which takes 30
days, the color coat will be ap-
plied. There is a “good chance” it
will be ready for use by Memorial
Day weekend, Commissioner Ann
Dooley said.

The committee agreed to sign
a shared-service agreement with
Kenilworth to pave a portion of
Orange Avenue where Kenilworth
and Cranford each own half the
roadway. The agreement would
save the township $4,000, Mr.
O’Brien said.

“Their price with their contrac-
tor is very favorable,” said Mr.
O’Brien, stating the contract was
for $45 a ton for the asphalt,
compared to $65 to $75 a ton
that Mr. O’Brien has said he has
seen in recent bids elsewhere.

Township officials are to meet

with Summit officials to discuss a
ride share initiative that Summit
recently signed with Uber to pro-
vide low-cost rides to Summit
commuters to and from the Sum-
mit Train Station. Summit’s six-
month pilot program was ex-
panded this month, according to
its website, after 30 parking
spaces had opened up, with the
hope to have 100 spaces freed
up for residents or employees.

“It is subsidized by the town,”
Commissioner O’Connor said at
the workshop session Monday.
“They did it to not build a ga-
rage.”

“Do we actually have a shopper
parking shortage, because that
was one of their problems,” she
said.

The Cranford Soccer Club (CSC)
is requesting that the township
sign a five-year lease agreement,
with a renewal option, for the
new turf field. The CSC currently
has a lease agreement with the
board of education, but is “look-
ing for a backstop” since the
board of education makeup could
change, Mayor Hannen said.

Diane Dabulas, the previous
township attorney, had told mu-
nicipal officials “there is no down-
side with the township” signing
this agreement, Mayor Hannen
said. Township Attorney Ryan
Cooper asked the committee to
have Ms. Dabulas look it over
because he previously was a
board of education member.

It was revealed that the
boarded-up home covered in
graffiti at the end of Park Drive
off of Nomahegan Park has a
change of ownership and a po-
tential to be rebuilt.

“Today we received confirma-
tion that 112 Park Drive has been
sold by the bank,” Commissioner
Dooley said at Monday’s meet-
ing. “An application has already
been filed with the zoning de-
partment for a subdivision
application...for two single-fam-
ily units on it.”

Cranford Township Committe OKs Municipal Budget with Tax Levy of $22.7 Million

Cranford Asks for Bids to
Build On Birchwood Avenue

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board last Thursday voted unani-
mously to approve that 215 and
235 Birchwood Avenue be desig-
nated by Cranford as a non-con-
demnation area in need of rede-
velopment.

Contaminated soil was found
on a portion of the two lots,
Planner Kristin Russell of Maser
Consulting said, making it appli-
cable to Criterian C of the state’s
redevelopment law that would
qualify the site as an area in need
of redevelopment.

The S. Hekemian Group, from
which the township purchased
the land, has an escrow of
$250,000 set aside for use for
remediation of the site, said At-
torney Wanda Chin, who was
hired by the township.

“Would $250,000 cover the
cost?” planning board member
Ann Steinbach asked.

“We believe we would be able
to have the property remediated
without the township expending
any of its dollars, yes,” Ms. Chin

replied.
“We can’t say the extent of

those remediation,” Ms. Russell
said in her review. “The site has
some hindrances to develop-
ment. There would be quite an
expense and effort to bring that
property to developable stan-
dards.”

Resident Frank Krause asked
the township and planning board
if an engineering firm would per-
form a hydraulic study, consid-
ering the land falls within a flood-
way, flood hazard area and a
riparian zone. Planning Board
Chairwoman Kathleen Murray
responded that it was not part of
the meeting’s discussion.

The township had entered into
an agreement February 28 with
Excel Environment Resources,
Inc. of North Brunswick to pro-
vide licensed site remediation
professional services (LSRP) in
connection with the Birchwood
Avenue property, with the con-
tract not to exceed $34,330. It
also hired Maser Consulting on
December 13, 2016 to perform
engineering duties for the prop-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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All The Talk Around Garwood Is
The Topic Of Re-Development

Whether you’re picking up your
kids up at school, at the super-
market, or at the baseball field,
all the talk around Garwood is
the important topic of re-devel-
opment. I’ve spoken to many
residents who are eager to bet-
ter understand Garwood’s op-
tions in terms of navigating the
state’s complicated affordable
housing requirements as well as
the realities of working with a
private property owner and de-
veloper.

It was refreshing to see Repub-
licans and Democrats on Council
join together last week to vote to
authorize a fair housing plan to
satisfy the courts who have taken
control over the state-mandated
affordable housing. A bipartisan
Council worked together in 2015
to secure immunity for our town
so that builders cannot come in
and sue Garwood because we did
not comply with state law; we’ve
once again come together to
ensure protection until 2025.

Despite being between a rock
and a hard place, we came to-
gether to fight for the hard-
earned money of Garwood tax-
payers. Other towns surround-
ing us, like Cranford and Roselle

Park, have faced having to pay
up to one million taxpayer dol-
lars trying to fight affordable
housing and have lost—resulting
in wasted money and even more
total housing units. When asked
at last Tuesday’s council meet-
ing, the borough’s attorney stated
Garwood has “no more hold off
option” and that it would cost
hundreds of thousands of dollars
to go to battle with the state.

Unfortunately, there are a small
number of individuals who seek
to use this issue to divide
Garwood for the purpose of po-
litical gain. These Garwood Re-
publicans have disseminated an
inflammatory flyer and taken to
incessant hateful speech on so-
cial media against both me and
my fellow Democrats on Council.
It’s quite curious, since Republi-
can Councilman Sarno joined
Democrats in putting Garwood
before politics to fight to keep
Garwood protected by following
state law.

I question the motivation of
those spewing such venom on
this issue: what agenda could I
have to make decisions that
would “ruin the town?” I am a
stay-at-home mother of two

Local Letters to the Editor

erty on Birchwood Avenue with
costs not to exceed $15,250.
The committee had earmarked a
total of $500,000 for costs asso-
ciated with the purchase of the
property such as engineering and
inspection costs, legal, account-
ing and architect fees and other
expenses. Further studies by
Excel to determine the specific
area that would need to be
remediated also will be per-
formed, Ms. Chin said.

The township has posted the
Request for Proposals (RFP),
seeking bids from developers to
acquire the almost 16 acres of
land for a minimum of $15 mil-
lion, and has the potential to
offer tax abatements, including
Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PI-
LOT). The township, which pur-
chased the property for $18 mil-
lion in February, will consider
proposals for both mixed-use and
residential, and consider those
residential as either rental units
or for-sale condominium units,
or a combination thereof.

The residential component
would be built up to 225 units,
inclusive of 15 percent as afford-
able housing, which is the mini-
mum affordable-housing propor-
tion set forth by the Fair Share
Housing Center. Of the afford-
able-housing units, 50 percent
are to be set aside for persons
meeting the low-income criteria,
while the remainder can be for
those meeting the low- to mod-
erate-income criteria. The RFP
does not specify any conditions
to satisfy flood control. Ms. Chin
noted that six acres of the total
property is buildable.

“I think Cranford sells very well
in the real estate market. I don’t
think we need PILOTs…,” resi-
dent and former planning board
member Rita LaBrutto said. She
went on to say that incentives
would only result in overcrowd-
ing the township’s schools, and
asked the board to consider mak-
ing it an age-55-plus facility. “I

don’t think it is very good for
taxpayers,” she said of the PI-
LOT.

The site was known to be con-
taminated by a study performed
by another engineering firm,
Peak, in 2013, and such informa-
tion should have been brought
forth during the builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit brought on by
Hekemian, Ms. LaBrutto said.

CF Asks for Bids to Build on Birchwood Avenue
Ms. LaBrutto also urged the

planning board not to give away
its power to the township by not
granting the approval of
Thursday’s resolution.

Bidders are to meet Friday, May
5, at 10 a.m., at the site on
Birchwood Avenue, with propos-
als due on Monday, June 19. The
township is expected to make a
decision Tuesday, July 18.

daughters. I volunteer on the
PTA. I take my kids to gymnas-
tics practice and music lessons in
Garwood. Why would I not be
working to give Garwood the best
I possibly could? Why would any-
one up on that Council, where we
volunteer our time for no finan-
cial compensation, seek to hurt
the very town where we are rais-
ing families or run a small busi-
ness or where generations of our
family have lived for over a cen-
tury?

The fearmongers have failed to
present a well thought-out pro-
posal that could actually work. In
the midst of their anti-Democrat
barrage, there has yet to be a
suggestion that is not only finan-
cially feasible, but realistic and
lawful. They put forth incomplete
ideas such as enacting eminent
domain and having the borough
itself erect a building with solely
affordable units or imposing a
similar restriction on a private

developer. These are clearly not
well thought out nor are they
reasonable alternatives.

Fighting in court may sound
good or tough – until you realize
the consequences to the tax-
payer and the clear stance against
municipalities in the New Jersey
courts. It is easy to be antago-
nistic about this issue, especially
if you’re just trying to make a
good soundbite or something that
will stick come election time.
Developing realistic solutions that
are commercially feasible and
that respect the legal realities –
that’s much harder to do. Re-
gardless of the hateful accusa-
tions, I know I can speak for my
fellow Democratic council mem-
bers that we will continue to fight
for what’s best for Garwood –
that is indeed our one and only
agenda.

Jen Blumenstock
Garwood Councilwoman

Cranford Library Friends
To Host City Winds Trio

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will
sponsor an evening of popular
classical music, featuring the City
Winds Trio, on Monday, May 8, at
7:30 p.m. It will be held at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford.

The City Winds Trio includes
Meredyth Coleman on oboe,
Crispian Fordham on flute, and
Yuki Higashi on bassoon, making
for a unique sound. Formed in
December 2001, the trio first
performed for a meeting of the
New York Lawyers Association.
In February 2002, it auditioned
for the prestigious chamber se-
ries at St. Paul’s Chapel of the
Trinity Church and was one of the
few ensembles selected from
among more than 90. The trio
also performed at the Cathedral
of St. John the Divine in 2002.

In January 2005 City Winds
performed at the prestigious
Noon Day series at the United
Methodist Church of Morristown.
The trio has performed in more
than 100 notable chamber music
series throughout the East Coast,
including Riverside Church, St.
Alban’s, Bryant Park, and Tudor
City. In the summer of 2009, the
trio made its debut at Musikfest
in Bethlehem, Pa., and performed
there again in 2014.

Admission to the program is
free and all are welcome. To see
other upcoming programs spon-
sored by the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library, visit the
Cranford Public Library page at
cranfordlibrary.org and click on
Calendar or Upcoming Events.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Michael Garofalo, Jr., MD, Neurologist;
Known For Dedication and Compassion
Michael Garofalo, Jr., MD of

Garwood, N.J., formerly of
Westfield, passed away on
Wednesday, April 19, at Over-
look Medical Center in Summit,
N.J., from complications of
Parkinson’s disease. A Mass of
Christian Burial was offered on
Monday, April 24, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment took place
at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Born in New York City to Michael
Garofalo, Sr. and Angela
Garofalo, Michael and his brother,
Ralph, were raised in Sunnyside,
Queens, N.Y.

After graduation from Bryant
High School in Queens, Michael
attended Cornell University in
Ithaca, N.Y., majoring in zool-
ogy and falling in love with the
natural beauty of Ithaca’s
gorges. He held tremendous
pride as a member of the Cornell
Class of 1958 and always en-
joyed returning to his alma
mater. From Cornell, he went on
to Albany Medical College, where
he developed a keen interest in
neurobiology and neurophysiol-
ogy. He was elected to member-
ship in the Alpha Omega Alpha
Honor Medical Society and re-
ceived the Roche Award “in rec-
ognition of an outstanding stu-
dent of medicine.” He returned
to New York City for his medical
internship at St. Vincent’s Hospi-
tal in Greenwich Village prior to
completing his residency in neu-
rology at Albany Medical Center.
From 1966 until his retirement in
August 2007, Dr. Garofalo prac-
ticed neurology at St. Vincent’s,
serving as chairman of the de-
partment for several years prior
to retirement. He also served as
Consultant at the Mary Manning
Walsh Nursing Home in New York
City. He was a brilliant clinician,
devoted mentor to hundreds of
neurology residents and young
faculty, and, above all, he shared

utmost compassion with each and
every one of his patients. Dr.
Garofalo was a fellow of the
American Academy of Neurology
for over 50 years.

Michael met his future wife, St.
Vincent’s pediatric nurse Joyce
Carol Arbore, on the first day of
his medical internship, July 1,
1962, when they were riding in
the same elevator. She noticed
his first-day jitters and offered
him a Coca-Cola. They were
married on September 7, 1963
and celebrated 42 years of mar-
riage prior to Joyce’s death in
February 2006.

Dr. Garofalo served in the U.S.
Army Reserves until 1973. On
the morning of September 11,
2001, he was on a PATH train
bound for the World Trade Cen-
ter. His train was diverted, and
he was able to make it to St.
Vincent’s, where he camped out
to await and help serve those
injured in the 9/11 attacks.

Michael held a great fascina-
tion with trains. He enjoyed sev-
eral train adventures in his
younger years, and he especially
loved recounting a tour through
the Rocky Mountains of Colo-
rado. He was a collector of model
trains and coins. He loved music,
particularly opera and classical,
as well as traditional Italian and
Celtic.

Michael’s greatest passion and
devotion was to his family. In
retirement, his truest pride and
joy was in being a grandfather.
He is lovingly survived by his
children, Michael (Lorene), Cara
and Christopher; grandchildren,
Denise, Marshall and Owen; sis-
ter-in-law, Wilmet, and niece,
Lisa, as well as countless train-
ees, colleagues and friends.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
Dr. Garofalo’s memory may be
made to the National Parkinson
Foundation or the Michael J. Fox
Foundation.

April 27, 2017

David Teese, 63, Active Locally, Was
Technology Industry Sales Executive

David Thomas Teese, 63, passed
away after a long illness on Fri-
day, April 14, 2017. A memorial
Mass will be held at 11 a.m. on
Saturday, April 29, 2017, at St.
Peter’s Church, 406 Forman Av-
enue, Point Pleasant Beach, N.J.
The family will accept condolences
at 10:30 a.m. in the church.

A longtime resident of
Westfield, Mr. Teese, son of the

late Charles and Ruth Teese, was
raised in Cranford, N.J. He was a
graduate of Montclair State Uni-
versity and was a sales executive
with several firms in the technol-
ogy industry for many years. Mr.
Teese was a member of Echo
Lake Country Club and the
Westfield College Men’s Club.

He is survived by his wife, Gail
Catalon Teese, and his children,
Matthew and Alyssa, all of Ortley
Beach; his brothers, Charles and
Howard, and his sister, Laura, as
well as many dear family mem-
bers and friends.

In lieu of flowers, kindly make
donations to the North Jersey MS
Metro Chapter, Aspen Corporate
Park 1, 1480 US Highway 9, Suite
301, Woodbridge, N.J. 07095.

Arrangements are by Gray Fu-
neral Directors of Westfield.
Please go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to
offer condolences.

April 27, 2017

– Local Obituaries –

Foundation Will Honor
Two Garwood Couples

GARWOOD – The Education
Foundation of Garwood has cho-
sen two couples as people who
made a difference in the borough
and will honor them at its 13th
annual Appreciation Dinner, to
be held at 6 p.m. tonight, Thurs-
day, April 27, at the Westwood,
438 North Avenue, Garwood.

The couples are Fire Chief Lenny
Spina and his wife, Loretta, and
the borough’s fire official, Bill
Toth, and his wife, Joan.

Chief Spina has been a mem-
ber of the Garwood Fire Depart-
ment since 1976 and the fire
inspector since 1984. He has been
a part-time instructor at the Union
County Fire Academy for 20
years. Mrs. Spina was a member
of the Board of Education from
1981 to 1987 and from 1993 to
1999. She is a former president
of the board and has been a
member of the Ladies Auxiliary
of the Fire Department since
1978.

Mr. Toth has been a member of
the Garwood Fire Department
since 1971 and the fire official
since 1984. He was the fire chief
from 1986 to 1988. Mrs. Toth

was a member of the Board of
Education from 1981 to 1986
and its president from 1983 to
1986. She is a past president and
a lifetime member of the PTA and
has been a member of the Ladies
Auxiliary of the Fire Department
since 1971.

“The Spinas and the Toths have
shown tremendous dedication to
Garwood, devoting decades to
the Fire Department and the
Board of Education,” said Sara
Todisco, the president of the
Education Foundation. “We are
pleased to honor them.”

The Appreciation Dinner will
also honor Susan M. Naples as
the 2017 Educator of the Year.

The Education Foundation of
Garwood is a nonprofit, tax-ex-
empt 501(c)3 organization. It
was founded in 2004 to work
with the Garwood School District
“in pursuit of educational excel-
lence.” It provides scholarships
to graduating eighth-grade and
high school students and grants
to Garwood teachers in support
of enrichment projects. To date,
over $50,000 has been contrib-
uted to scholarships and grants.

Cranford to Receive 500
Trees From Foundation
CRANFORD — Cranford has

been approved to receive 500
trees from the New Jersey Tree
Foundation, in partnership with
Treecycler, part of 40,000 tree
and shrub saplings awarded to
communities across New Jersey.
These free trees and shrubs may
be used for reforestation, stream
bank restoration and watershed
enhancement.

Cranford has been approved to
receive 500 trees.

The planting is scheduled to
take place during the last two
weeks of April to help celebrate
Earth Day, held April 22, as well
as National Arbor Day on Friday,
April 28.

Sip and Shop Event
Benefits Scholarships
CRANFORD – The public is

invited to downtown Cranford
for an evening of Sipping and
Shopping on Friday, May 12
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.. The
event will include refreshments,
discounts, goody bags, music,
and so much more.

Proceeds will benefit Cranford
Woman's Club philanthropic and
scholarship fund. Tickets are
available in-stores at The Am-
ber Feather, Periwinkles, and
Mik Money. Tickets are $20 in
advance, and $25 the night of
the event.
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CRANFORD
Monday, April 17, Andrew

Mellein, 28, of Clark was ar-
rested and charged with pos-
session of a hypodermic syringe
after a 2000 Oldsmobile was
stopped at the intersection of
Raritan Road and Coleman Av-
enue for an equipment viola-
tion. Following an investigation
at the scene, police located a
hypodermic syringe on a pas-
senger, Mellein. Mellein was ar-
rested, processed and released
pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. The driver was issued
a motor vehicle summons for
failure to maintain lamps.

Tuesday, April 18, Zachary
Anfuso, 20, of Matawan was ar-
rested on charges of possession
of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS), identified as
heroin, and possession of para-
phernalia after a 2005 BMW was
stopped at the intersection of
East North Avenue and the Gar-
den State Parkway 137 South-
bound ramp for failure to main-
tain lane. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police lo-
cated heroin inside the vehicle.
The driver, Anfuso, was arrested,
processed and released pending
a Superior Court appearance.
Anfuso also was issued motor
vehicle summonses for driving
with a suspended license, pos-
session of a CDS in a motor
vehicle and failure to maintain
lane.

Tuesday, April 18, Kurt Will-
iams, 21, of Rahway was ar-
rested on charges of possession
of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and posses-
sion of paraphernalia after a
2006 Nissan was stopped at the
intersection of Centennial Av-
enue and Raritan Road for an
equipment violation. Following
an investigation at the scene,
police located marijuana on a
passenger, Williams. Williams
was arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Municipal Court
appearance. The driver was is-
sued a summons for failing to
maintain lamps.

Wednesday, April 19, Andrew

Graner, 24, of Clark was ar-
rested on charges of driving while
intoxicated (DWI), possession
of a CDS (heroin) and posses-
sion of paraphernalia after a
2001 Toyota was stopped at the
intersection of West South and
West Lincoln Avenues for delay-
ing traffic. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police de-
termined that the driver, Graner,
was DWI. He was arrested and
transported to Cranford police
headquarters, where police lo-
cated heroin on Graner. He was
processed and released to a
friend pending a Superior Court
appearance. Graner was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
DWI, delaying traffic, careless
driving and possession of a CDS
in a motor vehicle.

Wednesday, April 19, Priscilla
Canales, 20, of Parsippany and
Danielle Gibilisco, 20, of Roselle
were arrested on charges of pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana, posses-
sion of paraphernalia and con-
tempt of court after a 1998
Chevrolet was stopped at the
intersection of Moen Avenue and
Jackson Drive for a seatbelt vio-
lation. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene, police located
marijuana on the driver,
Gibilisco. Police also determined
that a passenger, Canales, had
an active traffic warrant out of
Paterson. Gibilisco was arrested,
processed and released pending
a Municipal Court appearance.
Canales was released on her
own recognizance on the Pater-
son warrant.

Thursday, April 20, Ryland
Ungerer, 19, of Roselle and Al-
Hassan Warity, 19, of Linden
were arrested on charges of pos-
session of a weapon (pellet gun),
possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a
1995 Honda was stopped at the
intersection of Raritan Road and
Commerce Drive for a seatbelt

violation. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police lo-
cated marijuana and a pellet
gun inside the vehicle. The
driver, Ungerer, and a passen-
ger, Warity, were arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a
Superior Court appearance.
Ungerer was issued a motor ve-
hicle summons for possessing a
CDS in a motor vehicle. Warity
was issued a summons for fail-
ure to wear a seatbelt.

Thursday, April 20, Karan Patel,
29, of Cumberland, R.I. was ar-
rested and charged with DWI
after a 2009 Toyota was stopped
at the intersection of Centennial
Avenue and Wall Street for reck-
less driving. Following an inves-
tigation at the scene, police de-
termined that Patel was DWI.
Patel was arrested, processed
and released to a family mem-
ber pending a Municipal Court
appearance. Patel was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
DWI, refusing to submit to
chemical testing, reckless driv-
ing, possessing an open con-
tainer of alcohol in a motor ve-
hicle, driving with a suspended
license and failure to exhibit
documents.

Saturday, April 22, Patrick Th-
ompson, Jr., 28, of Plainfield
was arrested on charges of pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a
2009 Dodge was stopped at the
intersection of East North Av-
enue and the Garden State Park-
way Northbound ramp for a turn
signal violation. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police
located marijuana and marijuana
edibles inside the vehicle. The
driver, Thompson, was arrested,
processed and released pending
a Superior Court appearance.
Thompson was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for failing to
signal, failure to maintain lamps
and possessing a CDS in a motor
vehicle.

SPRING SING...The Cranford High School (CHS) Performing Arts Depart-
ment begins its Spring Concert Season with the Spring Choral Concert today, on
Thursday, April 27 at 7:30 p.m. in the CHS Auditorium. The public is invited to
enjoy selections from the Women’s and Men’s Choruses, the Noteworthy
Gentlemen, the Women’s Ensemble, the Madrigal Choir, and the Concert Choir.
The performance is free and open to the public. Pictured above is the 2016-2017
Cranford High School Concert Choir .

Program to Depict Shopping
Locally 100 Years Ago

CRANFORD — Gail Alterman,
costume curator at the Cranford
Historical Society, will present
a program entitled “How to
Shop Local...The Early 20th
Century Way” on Wednesday,
May 17, at 7:30 p.m. It will be
held at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue, Cranford.

Ms. Alterman will focus on the
way people shopped — locally
— 100 years ago. What stores
and products were available in
Cranford and the surrounding
area? Where did people shop?
Using ads from the Cranford
Chronicle and other archival
sources, Ms. Alterman will show
how people shopped and what
they bought in an age when
shopping was done locally and
when a trip to a large depart-

ment store was an excursion.
Ms. Alterman has a master’s

degree in costume history and
design from New York Univer-
sity in conjunction with the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art. She
has been a consultant for vari-
ous historical societies regard-
ing the care and storage of
costume and textile collections.

The Cranford Historical Soci-
ety and the Cranford Public
Library will sponsor this pro-
gram. Admission is free and all
are welcome. For more infor-
mation about the Cranford His-
torical Society, visit its web
page at
cranfordhistoricalsociety.org.
For information about upcom-
ing programs sponsored by the
Cranford Public Library, visit its
web page at cranfordlibrary.org.
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