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Lady Blue Devils Mesmerize Mendham in OT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

ROMANO, LAWRENCE 2 HITS EACH, RUN; RINALDI 2B

Blue Devils Hold Off Charge
By Hilltopper Softballers, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Starting pitcher Bridget Hyland,
who tossed the first five innings, was
called upon by Head Coach Caitlin
MacDonald to return and replace
Lauren Sullivan with two outs in the
sixth to put out a fire ignited by the
Summit Hilltoppers’ bats in Westfield
on April 12. Hyland did just that but
also had to endure a scare in the
seventh for the Westfield High School
softball team to hold onto a 4-3 vic-
tory.

“Bridget pitched a full game yes-
terday and really gutted it out. We
tried to get her a little bit of relief at
the end of the game. It didn’t work out
that way. Lauren didn’t do badly. Just
a couple of things didn’t go our way.
They came within one, so Bridget
came back in and finished the job,”
Coach MacDonald explained.

“It’s obviously frustrating on our
end. It’s early in the season and I am
proud of the way we are going about
things. We are starting to compete
and understand what the game’s about

and what it takes to win the game,”
Hilltopper Head Coach Tim Simo
said.

The Hilltoppers came into the game
with a 3-0 record with wins over Oak
Knoll, New Providence and Union
Catholic, while the 2-2 Blue Devils
had just come off an intense 4-3 set-
back to Governor Livingston (GL)
the day before.

“They [GL] are a good team and we
showed up and we were a good team.
They hit the ball hard. She [pitcher
Alanna Namit] was on yesterday and
they had good defense. I think we are
doing a good job of matching our
opponents with the level of play. Now
we just need to bring our best every
day and that will lead us to a success-
ful season,” Coach MacDonald said.

The Hilltoppers finished with seven
hits and received good mileage from
Danielle Medina (3-for-4), Jess
Hughes (2-for-4) and Taylor Thomp-
son, who singled and walked twice.

“Both of them have kind of carried
us early in the season. Taylor Thomp-
son in the leadoff spot has been giving

us good at-bats. The three of them
collectively have done a good job of
keeping us in the game,” Coach Simo
emphasized.

The Blue Devils got seven hits off
Hilltopper pitcher Sami Auerbach,
who struck out three and walked just
one. Julia Romano had a double and
a single and scored once, Erica
Lawrence went 2-for-2 with a walk
and scored once and Danielle Rinaldi
rapped a double. Ally Gulla singled
and scored once, Hyland had an RBI
single and Jordan Sacher scored once.

“Danielle has been doing a good
job as our leadoff hitter. She’s not a
traditional leadoff. She doesn’t drop
down many bunt swings but she’s fast
and she does put the ball in play a lot.
And Julia hit two home runs yester-
day, so she’s doing a good job in that
[number] two hole. We have been
messing around with the 3-4-5 —
Erica in the 3, Erica in the 4. Today we
put Erica in the 3. We are trying to
find a place where we can drive in
those runs,” Coach MacDonald said.

“When they scored that last goal to
make it 9-6, we all were looking at
each other. I said like this game isn’t
over, 47 seconds is a really long time.
We win the draw control, we win the
game. Nat Bond was so aggressive in
there and Parker [Yarusi] was putting
them right in there. Haley was right in
there. I think that was what gave us
the momentum in those last 47 sec-
onds,” Liddly said.

“We scored three goals in 47 sec-
onds and won every single draw con-
trol. They weren’t expecting it. I said
we need the draw and we need to go
to goal. We struggled with that in the
past few weeks. We’ve not been able
to convert. We tend to settle the ball
and work it around, which is fine but
in games like this, you have to go to
goal and score,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Abby Cohn said.

Liddy wasted no time to make it 9-
8. “We won the draw again. They were
screaming from the sidelines, ‘let’s
go!’ I took a girl on. I dodged and I shot
it. I thought, ‘we have a chance’. It was
an amazing thing because Nat got that
goal after me and we went into over-
time,” Liddy expressed.

Bond’s goal took even less time. “It
was a fast break. Parker handed it
perfectly placed to the outside. The
girls didn’t have a chance. I had that
outside lane. After Hannah’s goal, we
were one away. We weren’t going to

lose at home. We knew we weren’t
losing,” Bond explained.

On the winning goal, Liddy de-
scribed, “We have been killing the
draws all game. Parker again per-
fectly placed. I think Nat got it, settled
it. We were having girls dodging. I
got the ball. Everyone cleared out. I
thought here’s my one chance. I was
faking the goalie out and scored. It
was an amazing feeling.”

“We were getting the draw, so we
had a lot of possession. The attack
was looking around, give and go,
looking for the shot in the first half,”
Farella said.

The trio did all the scoring for the 3-
3 Blue Devils with Liddy netting five
goals and an assist, Haley Farella net-
ting three and Bond scoring twice.
Meredith Curtin scored five goals for
3-4 Mendham, while Carleigh Mahoney
had two goals and an assist, Jess
Beneducci had a goal and an assist and
Kelly McIntyre had one goal. Mendham
goalie Alana Richmond made 11 saves
and Blue Devil Carlee Swanson made
16 saves, including several vicious
pointblank shots.

“She is so great at saving pointblank
shots. I was a goalie myself and I teach
her all that I know. She’s just naturally
athletic in the cage. She knows what to
do and steps to the ball. She’s a big part
to our team and obviously our win
today,” Coach Cohn said.

“Carlee is an amazing goalie. We
lost Mallory Weiss and all of the sud-
den Carlee stepped up,” Liddy said.

The Lady Minutemen got a quick
jump and scored twice within the first
five minutes, beginning with McIntyre
and followed by Curtin. Bond seized
control and scored three minutes later
but Mahoney made the score 3-1 two
minutes later with 13:43 left in the
first half. Liddy came from behind
the net and stuffed in her first goal
with 9:58 then four minutes later,
Haley Farella pulled off a few pivot-
ing and spinning moves before knot-
ting the score 3-3. With 2:08 left in
the half, co-captain Lila Hutchins as-
sisted Farella on her second goal but
with only 10 seconds remaining,
Mahoney tied the score, 4-4.

In that first half, the Blue Devils
won seven of the nine draws but had
difficulty maintaining possession,
which allowed Mendham plenty of
time to go on the offensive.

“It was like the ball was wet or like
someone put butter on it. It kept slid-
ing out of our sticks. It was so frustrat-
ing to watch. Our best players who are
able to pick up a ground ball and go
couldn’t do it. They stayed poised and
turned it around in the second half and
overtime,” Coach Cohn said.

“I think that we need to learn how
to settle more and not force things.
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YOU CAN SEE ALL OF THESE BEAUTIFUL HOMES AT THEIR OPEN HOUSE ON 4/23 FROM 1-4 PM

1081 Minisink Way, Westfield $2,150,000 48 Barchester Way, Westfield $1,549,000
Stately 6 bedroom 6.1 bath Colonial opens to an impressive foyer with a curved staircase to the upper and lower levels of
beautiful living!  The spacious rooms highlight lovely millwork and luxurious amenities, while the exterior showcases three
front Juliet balconies and two rear covered porticos. This Energy Star Qualified home, offering smart home technology, is
situated in Indian Forest convenient to downtown Westfield.

Completely rebuilt, this sprawling Indian Forest 5 bedroom 4.1 bath Colonial offers an open and spacious floor plan providing
wonderful space for both entertaining and your everyday lifestyle. The convenience of a private first floor master bedroom
suite option or guest bedroom with walk-in closet and sumptuous bath with shower is quite special!

Fantastic 4 bedroom 3.2 bath Colonial has been expanded and newly rebuilt from the
basement up and offers a wonderful open floor plan! The beautifully decorated kitchen
in neutral colors opens to a bright family room with a gas fireplace, and a staircase
leading to the patio and fenced rear yard, as well as the lower level. Additional highlights
include new landscaping, beautiful hardwood floors, and exquisite millwork.

62 North Cottage Place, Westfield $1,099,000 19 Cornwall Drive, Westfield $959,000
This 4 bedroom 2.1 bath Colonial boasts a beautiful open concept kitchen with
generous work and storage space, granite countertops, a breakfast bar, wet bar,
stainless steel appliances, planning desk, and a light filled eating area offering sliding
glass doors to an impressive newly stained cedar deck. Situated on a coveted cul-de-
sac location offering convenience to downtown Westfield this home is move-in ready!

412 Everson Place, Westfield $795,000
This beautiful Arts and Crafts 5 bedroom 2.1 bath Colonial features an enclosed
wraparound porch with bead board ceiling. A wonderfully updated interior offers
a fully renovated kitchen with wood cabinets, granite countertops, two pantries, a
prep island, and a peninsula breakfast bar. Other highlights include fine wood
detail, natural floors, and an abundance of sunlight filtering throughout the house.
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KEEPING CLOSE TABS...Blue Devil Haley Farella, left, keeps close to Mendham Lady Minuteman Carleigh Mahoney, No.
1. The Blue Devils performed magic in the final 47 seconds to force overtime then won it 10-9.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING THE THIRD RUN...Erica Lawrence slides home safely in the third inning for the Blue Devils’ third run in the
game against the Summit Hilltoppers in Westfield on April 12. Westfield held off the Hilltoppers, 4-3.


