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Drive Is Run By The Students From
The WHS Community Service Club

How Many Times Can We Accept
Leaders Saying ‘I’m Sorry’?

On behalf of the Westfield High
School Helping Hands (WHSHH)
Fund board, thank you for your re-
cent support of the A Day Without
fund drive. The drive collected $620
for the WHSHH Fund. This annual
fundraising drive is coordinated and
run by the students from the WHS
Community Service Club. The stu-
dents ran the entire fundraiser, in-
cluding the rolling of all of the coins
collected. Thank you students for your
hard (and tedious) work!! The
fundraising drive asks the WHS com-
munity of students and staff to have ‘a
day without’ a purchase such as a
coffee, snack bar, bag of chips, a
phone app, etc. and to donate these
saved monies to the fund.

The WHSHH Fund was created in
2012 out of a desire to help ease the
financial burden placed on families
during stressful times due to serious

illness, death or an extraordinary life
situation. Since its inception, the fund
has distributed almost $28,000 to over
30 families from the WHS commu-
nity.

Your donations directly impact the
lives of families within the Westfield
High School community. Be rest as-
sured, we are very thoughtful in how
the monies are distributed. Direct
donations are critical to the ongoing
success of the fund.

Please note many families, who
have been recipients of these funds,
have expressed their heartfelt thanks
to the WHSHH board for the finan-
cial assistance we could provide. We
truly appreciate your donations and
are very grateful for the past and
future generosities of the Westfield
High School community.

Derrick Nelson
WHS Principal

White House Press Secretary Sean
Spicer apologizes for saying at his
press conference and on the first day
of Passover that Hitler did not use
chemical weapons.

United Airlines CEO Oscar Munoz
apologizes for the passenger physi-
cally brutalized in being bumped from
the flight.

Former Defense Secretary Robert
McNamara in 1995 in his memoir “In
Retrospect” regarding the Vietnam
War, “We were wrong, terribly wrong.
We owe it to future generations to
explain why.”

South Carolina Governor Mark
Sanford after disappearing from his
state for a week, “The bottom line is
this: I have been unfaithful to my
wife…I hurt a lot of different folks.
And all I can say is that I apologize.”

New York Governor Eliot Spitzer
before resigning, “I apologize to the
public, whom I promised better.”

But what about the serious nega-
tive consequences no apology can
undo?

Or must we accept a White House
press secretary abysmally ignorant
about The Holocaust or a corporate
CEO tone deaf to his passenger’s
trauma?

No society can long tolerate apolo-
gies becoming licenses to recommit
the same wrongs. This happens, for
example, when defendants settle cases
with intent to repeat the wrongs for
which they had first been sued or
prosecuted.

And when is an apology genuine
when the person has been advised by
his or her lawyer or public relations
agent to apologize to avoid a lawsuit,
loss of business, or loss of stock mar-
ket capitalization?

No civilization can afford high stan-
dards to be compromised by people
who violate them and then say, “I’m
sorry.” That is the road to anything is
acceptable, no matter how grievous.

We have had so much of “I’m sorry”
that “I’m sorry” is beginning to ring
hollow, however well intended.

What is forgivable in the private
arena is not always forgivable in the
public arena. President Nixon shortly
before resigning told White House
visitors, “I’m sorry. I just hope I
haven’t let you down.” President
Clinton in a nationally televised ad-
dress stated his relationship with
Monica Lewinsky was “not appropri-
ate” and was “wrong.” But their apolo-
gies did nothing to undo the severe
damage they did to the sterling repu-
tation of President Washington’s of-
fice.

The increasing acceptance of apolo-
gies from leaders tends to make many
of them think they “can get away with
it” by later apologizing.

And then there are apologies that
are not apologies as in the rhetorical
“mistakes were made” and as in the
conditional “if a wrong was commit-
ted then…”

Apologist “spin doctors” make sure
that the leader need not apologize at
all.

We need leaders exercising sound
judgment to avoid making any mis-
take. In the thermonuclear age one
mistake can be one too many.

But the words of Jean de La Bruyere
(1656-1696) the French philosopher
and moralist resound. “Next to sound
judgment, diamonds and pearls are
the rarest things in the world.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Help Us Spread The Word; We Will Be
Handing Out A Flyer To Residents

Westfield Ward 3 Council Follows Up
On Downtown Task Force Report

Letters to the Editor

Last week, the Mayor’s (Westfield)
Downtown Task Force released its
Initial Report of Research and Rec-
ommendations, which outlines steps
the town should consider to promote
economic development and a vibrant
Downtown Westfield. Below is a brief
summary.

The Task Force was assembled in
July of 2016 and was comprised of a
variety of stakeholders including
Council members, town profession-
als, local business interests and resi-
dents. The Task Force was divided
into three subcommittees to expedite
fact-finding and extend outreach
within the community. The Task Force
met with residents, landlords, ten-
ants, merchants, real estate brokers
and developers in an effort to gather
different perspectives.

The report includes a summary of
the strengths of Downtown Westfield
and its recognition as a thriving down-
town by numerous independent pub-
lications. It also identified the impor-
tance of evolving with the times to
address the changing retail paradigm
as retail sales continue to shift on-
line.

The report identified over 50 rec-
ommendations to be considered by
the town including the following:

1. Maximize public spaces and the
walkability of the town with solutions
such as parklets for outdoor meeting
spaces.

2. Add landscaping, signage and
recycling containers.

3. Amend the Land Use Ordinance
to allow more businesses such as craft
breweries, expanded retail/personal
services, shared retail spaces, and
pop-up retail stores.

4. Revise sigange regulations to
incorportate modern architectural
design practies and allow additional
options for businesses to advertise.

5. Conduct outreach to better in-
form the public about parking op-
tions.

6. Review parking enforcement
hours, restaurant take-out “pick up”
spaces, evening valet services, and
graduated parking fines.

7. Expand evening hours for retail
shopping.

The Mayor’s Downtown Task
Force report has provided valuable
insight and recommendations regard-
ing Downtown Westfield. Although
the Mayor and Council cannot inter-
cede in landlord/tenant relationships
or prevent a national chain from go-
ing out of business, we will look to
implement changes to ordinances,
regulations and public spaces that

will benefit the downtown.
As your councilmen, our goal con-

tinues to be to maintain the charm of
Westfield and keep it one of the best
places to raise a family in New Jersey.

David Oliveira
Mark LoGrippo

3rd Ward Councilmen

To all our friends in Garwood, We
want to wish everyone a wonderful
Passover and Happy Easter!

As many of you know, we are hon-
ored and proud to announce Michael
Collings and Richard McCormack as
the 2017 Republican candidates for
Garwood Council. Michael and Rich
are two men of character and integ-
rity that embody all that is good about
Garwood (More on the candidates
below).

Democrats propose three additional

apartment buildings including 133
apartments overlay at the Garwood
Mall totaling 597 apartments.

In yet another underhanded tactic
to keep major decisions from the pub-
lic, there will be two special meetings
the days following Easter so our Plan-
ning Board and Democrats on Coun-
cil can shove through votes on three
apartment buildings they plan on con-
structing here in Garwood. — Mon-
day, April 17, Planning Board —
Tuesday, April 18: Borough Council.

Make no mistake, they are doing
this purposely when residents have
little time to be notified or get in-
volved. These votes will pave the way
for not just the first 298 Apartments
but the additional 52-unit building and
114-unit building on North Avenue.

Help us spread the word. We will
be handing out a flyer to as many
residents as possible. If you can assist
in any way please let us know,

About our Candidates:
Mr. McCormack has been a resi-

dent of Garwood for 32 years and
together with his wife raised their
three daughters in Garwood. Richard
works for McCormack Contracting,
a family-run business alongside his
brother, for the past 29 years. His
focus on community collaboration is
displayed through his active partici-
pation in St. Anne’s parish as well as
his long-standing appointment of
Trustee to the Monsignor Walsh
Council 5437 Garwood Knights of
Columbus since 2008.

Mr. Collings has lived in Garwood
for 14 years, also has three children
that he and he wife have raised in
Garwood. Michael is an active mem-
ber of our community and a proud
member of the Monsignor Walsh
Council 5437 Garwood Knights of
Columbus. He has worked for PSE&G
for 17 years in customer service, in
which 10 of those years he was a
Utility Workers Union of America
(UWUA) Local 601 Shop Steward.

Like so many of our Garwood
friends and neighbors, we are com-
pletely fed up with the lack of trans-
parency by the current Democratic-
led borough leadership. If elected,
we know Michael and Richard will to
help bring accountability, trust, and
truthfulness back to Council.

Garwood Republicans
Council Candidates

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY
 __________________________________________________________

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

________________

REAL ESTATE

CLOSINGS

_______________

FAMILY LAW

ACCREDITED DIVORCE MEDIATOR

_________________

201 SOUTH AVE.

WESTFIELD

654-8885

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

I Endorse David Contract for Ward 3
Allow me to take this opportunity

to express my enthusiastic support
for the David Contract, Democratic
candidate for Westfield Town Coun-
cil in Ward 3. David is the real deal.
Not only will he lead in moving
Westfield forward, he already has.

David is the main reason Westfield
now has a partial downtown smoking
ban. He raised the issue, researched
the dangers of secondhand smoke,
talked to other residents, and pre-
sented a proposal to the Town Coun-
cil. Last November, the Council
adopted an outdoor cafe ordinance
ensuring a smoke-free and healthy
eating experience for residents, visi-
tors and employees.

David, along with his wife, Valerie
Latona, created Westfield’s Wall (of
Love), at the corner of their property
at Shackamaxon and Rahway, upon
which residents have placed almost
300 hearts. We need to have love and
civility in the policy discussion and
societal interactions in Westfield, and
beyond. Westfield’s and its leaders
should provide an example, and David
and his family already have.

David is also engaged in the com-
munity and its life. He has two chil-
dren in the Westfield Public Schools
(and a third one on the way), volun-
teers as an official at local YMCA
swim meets, and has coached his son’s
basketball and baseball teams. He
and his family are members of Bea-
con Unitarian Universalist Congre-
gation in Summit, where David
teaches in children’s religious educa-
tion classes.

David has also excelled in the busi-
ness world. He has led the marketing
teams for well-known brands such as
Chips Ahoy, Dr. Scholl’s, Milk-Bone,
and NUK. His work on these brands
is 100 percent what Westfield’s Town
Council needs – listening to consum-
ers or voters, developing new ideas,
building consensus and implement-
ing them. He has moved these brands
forward and can do the same for
Westfield.

Perhaps most important, he has
passion. It is impossible to have a
conversation with him and not ob-

serve his passion for advancing
Westfield, whether it is energizing
the downtown, improving children’s
programs and facilities, or opening
the dialogue in our town government.
He is also encouraging a dialogue on
parking and insists the Town Council
should exercise leadership on this
tough issue.

David is unopposed in the Primary
on June 6, so I can’t wait to elect him
on November 7.

Marty Rothfelder
Westfield

NJ Transit Exec. Dir.
Comments on Delay

NEWARK – NJ Transit Executive
Director Steven H. Santoro has apolo-
gized to passengers on a train that
became stuck in a tunnel between
New York and New Jersey for nearly
three hours on Friday.

“To our customers who were sig-
nificantly delayed today (Friday) on
Northeast Corridor train 3850, and
other customers who were impacted
by this incident, we deeply apologize
for your experience, and I would like
to hear from you. Please contact me
through our website at njtransit.com
using the contact us section on the
home page, or call us at (973) 275-
5555 between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
seven days a week.

“We are working with Amtrak to
determine the cause of the incident.”

www.goleader.com


