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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Pallone Blasts Rumor of
Expanded Offshore Drilling

Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th)
issued the following statement after
reports that the Trump administra-
tion is planning an executive order
seeking an expansion of drilling off
the U.S. coastline.

“The Trump administration’s re-
ported plans to expand offshore drill-
ing is just the latest development in
its dangerous and reckless anti-envi-
ronment agenda that threatens the
future of our environment and New
Jersey’s coast. Oil spills don’t re-
spect state borders. The fact remains
that opening up the Atlantic Ocean
for fossil fuel development is unnec-
essary, poses a serious threat to our
coastal communities, and is the
wrong approach. An oil spill any-
where along the Atlantic Coast would
cause severe environmental damage
to fisheries, popular beaches and
wildlife – which is why members of
both parties have stood up against
proposals to expand coastal drill-
ing.”

Rep. Pallone has been sponsoring
legislation since 2010 to prevent ex-
pansions of offshore drilling. Mr.
Pallone wrote to the secretary of the
interior in 2010 voicing opposition
to a plan to enable drilling in the
Atlantic. He did this even before the
Deepwater Horizon disaster brought
offshore drilling to the forefront of
the news.’’

Lesniak Rips Murphy
Over Public Bank Plan

The Ray Lesniak gubernatorial
campaign has commented on a pro-
posal by Phil Murphy, who has re-
ceived support throughout the state
from party leaders, on Mr. Murphy’s
plan for a New Jersey public bank.

“When former Governor and
Goldman Sachs Executive Jon
Corzine left office he joined MF
Global and promptly lost $3 billion
of investors money. Now Phil
Murphy, Democratic candidate for
governor and also a former Goldman

Sachs executive, wants to establish a
state bank to put billions of public
funds currently in public banks in-
sured by the FDIC, into an uninsured
state bank and into the hands of
political appointees to make loans.
This reckless idea has been rejected
by the Federal Reserve Bank of Bos-
ton and now by a former treasurer of
the State of New Jersey.”

In a  op-ed written by former trea-
surer Andrew Sidamon-Eristoff, Mr.
Eristoff wrote that Mr. Murphy has
“vowed to take that money out of
Wall Street and put it to work for
New Jersey - creating jobs and grow-
ing the economy [by] using state
deposits to finance local investments
... and ... support billions of dollars
of critical investments in infrastruc-
ture, small businesses, and student
loans - saving our residents money
and returning all profits to the tax-
payers.”

“There is no guarantee that a pub-
lic bank would make a profit. The
bank’s deposits would insured only
by the “full faith and credit” of the
State of New Jersey - with a credit
rating already under stress - not the
FDIC. That leaves taxpayers on the
hook,” Mr. Eristoff said.

Nearly Half of NJ Districts
To Have Primary Races

Based on a look as last week’s dead-
line to file in the June Primary Elec-
tion, of New Jersey’s 40 legislative
districts, there are nine districts with
Senate Primary races. One of the more
interesting races has Bergen County
Republican Chairman and former As-
sembly majority and minority leader,
Paul DiGaetano, in a three-way race
with Passaic County Clerk Kristin
Corrado and security and private in-
vestigations industryprofessional, Ed-
ward Buttimore, to replace Senator
Kevin O’Toole, who is not seeking
reelection.

There are primaries in 15 of the 40
districts in the Assembly including a
number of four-way races and even a
six-way race on the Democratic side
in the second district in South Jersey.

Panera Bread Sold to
Owners of Krispy Kreme

The owners of Krispy Kreme have
purchased Panera Bread for $7.5
billion and will privatize the com-
pany, according to a USAToday.com
report.

JAB Holding Company, which also
owns Keurig, will pay $315 per share
and assume $340 million in debt by
acquiring Panera, USAToday.com
reported. Panera closed its Westfield
location last year.

Dardia Announces
Candidacy For 2nd Ward

WESTFIELD – Democrat Michael
Dardia has announced his candidacy
for the second ward seat on the
Westfield Town Council.

A 14-year resident of Westfield and
the father of two boys with his wife
Meredith, Michael is fully entrenched
in the Westfield community, espe-
cially in athletics. In addition to spend-
ing weekends cheering his two sons
from the sidelines, he has coached
Westfield Youth Lacrosse for the past
seven years, and plays middle and
goalie for Westfield’s Men’s Lacrosse
Program (aka Team 135).

“Living in Westfield is in many ways
like being part of a team. We all seem to
want to get involved so that our home-
town can thrive,” Mr. Dardia explains.

Off the field, Mr. Dardia volun-
teers for several organizations includ-
ing a Bergen County chapter of the
American Diabetes Association where
he is a team leader, the Cancer Foun-
dation “STOMP the Monster” and

 Michael Dardia

Jewish Family Services Food Pantry.
Throughout his 20-year career in

healthcare management, he has de-
veloped an ability to strike a delicate
balance between optimal patient care
and fiscal responsibility.

“That’s a skill that should come in
handy to energize our downtown and
build on the strengths we already pos-
sess,” Mr. Dardia explained. He re-
cently founded his own business,
Trifecta Health Consulting, LLC. He
also serves as the vice-president of
operations for Partners In Care, Corp.,
a company focused on improving the
delivery of care for independent physi-
cian practices throughout New Jersey.

Michael and Meredith’s eldest son,
Theo, is a sophomore at Westfield
High School, where he wrestles and
plays goalie for the lacrosse team;
Beckett is a freshman who plays full-
back for the football team and is a
lacrosse defenseman. Mr. Dardia re-
ceived his undergraduate degree in
communications from Ithaca College
and a Master’s degree in Public Ad-
ministration from Kean University,
where he graduated magna cum laude.
Aside from lacrosse, he enjoys ski-
ing, mountain biking and traveling
the world with his family.

Mr. Dardia will be kicking off his
candidacy at an event on Thursday,
April 27 from 7 to 9 p.m.

Watson Coleman Comments
On U.S. Response to Syria

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th)
released this statement after U.S.
forces conducted a tomahawk missile
strike targeting a Syrian government
airfield, following a brutal chemical
weapons attack perpetrated by the
Assad Regime:

“We need to take decisive steps to
combat Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad’s war crimes, but Congress has
a Constitutional duty to ensure a cal-
culated and warranted response – es-
pecially when that response requires
military action. We honor and pray
for the courageous men and women
of our military for their continued
sacrifices on behalf of our nation.
The commitment of these men,
women, and their families make it

critical for the President to engage in
a dialogue with Congress about the
rationale of this drastic measure and
any further action being considered –
a debate that should have transpired
ahead of these air strikes.

“Seemingly short-sighted actions
like these strikes have a potential to be
regressive and dangerous. Passing a
new authorization for use of military
force would allow Congress to estab-
lish a responsible plan through debate
to move toward peace in Syria. This
President owes the American people
an explanation of his strategy and a
clear plan to execute his goals. The
administration’s “America First”
agenda cannot leave out the American
people nor the men and women elected
to serve in their best interests.”

Pallone Statement on
U.S. Airstrikes in Syria

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th) released
the following statement after U.S.
forces conducted a tomahawk missile
strike targeting a Syrian government
airfield.

“Bashar al-Assad is a war criminal,
and his use of chemical weapons
against his own people this week was
the latest tragic reminder. I have tra-
ditionally believed in pursuing diplo-
matic solutions before engaging the
use of military force. Tensions in a
very fragile part of the world have
now escalated and threaten to pull the
United States into another intractable
war in the Middle East. Following
last night’s (April 6th) action taken
by the Trump Administration, Con-
gress must now be consulted, and we
must engage in deliberations as to
how to end this crisis in partnership
with our international allies with as
little risk to our men and women in
uniform, and without escalating the
crisis on the ground in Syria.”

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com
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Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

J KANIA & SON LLC

FRENCH DRAINS & SUMP PUMPS

BRICK • BLOCK • CONCRETE

ALL TYPES OF

MASONRY REPAIRS

Lic# 13VH08638300

FREE ESTIMATES

908-247-0173

Peter DiNizo
Mason & Contractor

*All Mason Work
*Waterproof Basement
*Professional Electrical

Work with Lic.

Fanwood, NJ
Office: 908-889-5771
Cell: 908-456-1258

Scotch Plains to Celebrate
Earth Day on April 22

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Earth Day Celebra-
tion will be held on Saturday, April
22 from 9 a.m. to noon at the Alan
Augustine Green, located at 430
Park Avenue next to the municipal
building. The township in partner-
ship with the Environmental Com-
mission, the Scotch Plains Garden
Club and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Community Garden, will
host the activities.

Participants can volunteer to clean
up township parks, participate in ac-
tivities provided by the Scotch Plains
Library, the Garden Club, Environ-
mental Commission and Community
Garden. Giordano Recycling will be
on hand to provide information on the
“Right Way to Recycle.” Free tree
seedlings will be offered to residents
courtesy of the New Jersey Tree Re-
covery Program.

Participants should plan to arrive
at 9 a.m. to grab their Earth Day
commemorative shirt, garden gloves
and park clean up location. Upon
return to the Green, they will have
the opportunity to learn about but-
terflies, recycling, gardening and
more.

At 11 a.m., Let’s Grow Together
will present a program on
vermicomposting. Participants from
the ages 3 to 10 will learn what left-
over foods can and cannot be turned
into compost and how to reduce the
trash further by creating a
vermicomposting bin.

All programs and activities are free

of charge; however, space is limited
so residents should register at
www.scotchplainsnj.gov.

For more information, please con-
tact Margaret Heisey at
mheisey@scotchplainsnj.com or
(908) 322-6700.

The program is partially funded by
a grant from Clean Communities.

Summit Expands Ridesharing
Program for Commuters

SUMMIT – The City of Summit
has announced a six-month exten-
sion of its ridesharing program for
residential commuters. The pro-
gram, the first of its kind in New
Jersey, was implemented in Octo-
ber 2016 and has been successful in
helping to alleviate parking con-
gestion at the NJ Transit Summit
Station.

The initial pilot program was of-
fered to 100 resident commuters and
is being expanded to include 50 addi-
tional residents who are on the pro-
gram waiting list. Parking Services
Agency staff are monitoring usage
and will continue to expand the pro-
gram to reach a goal of 100 commut-
ers accessing the ridesharing option
daily.

“The ridesharing pilot with Uber is
successful in reducing some of the
daily demand for parking in Sum-
mit,” explained Summit Mayor Nora
Radest. “Each day, approximately 30
spots are made available for use by
other residents or employees. We are
looking to increase that number to
100 as we invite additional commut-
ers into the program.”

Under the city’s program, Summit
residents with prepaid parking per-
mits are eligible for free Uber rides

to and from the station during week-
day commuting hours; residents with-
out prepaid permits will be eligible
for $2 Uber rides, which is equiva-
lent to the cost of the city’s $4 daily
parking. Trips must begin or end
within Summit or at the train station
and be completed Monday through
Friday between the hours of 5 a.m.
and 9 p.m.

For more information about the
ridesharing program or parking in
Summit, visit cityofsummit.org or
contact the Parking Services Agency
at parking@cityofsummit.org or
(908) 522-5100.

YMCA Youth Conf.
Slated for April 21-23
TRENTON — The YMCA New

Jersey Youth and Government Pro-
gram will hold a three-day confer-
ence, from Friday to Sunday, April 21
to April 23, for high school students
at the New Jersey Statehouse and the
Wyndham Hotel in Trenton.

The NJ YAG program began in
1938, making it one of the oldest
youth programs in the nation. The
program is centered on a two-and-a-
half day conference that takes place
in the New Jersey Statehouse, where
students emulate the state’s legisla-
tive processes, debate bills that they
have written, and gain a deeper sense
of civic awareness.

Students get to participate and “be”
the legislative process done first hand
by actually participating as senators,
assembly members, justices, lobby-
ists, and members of the media in a
legislative simulation. Students are
able to address issues by writing, de-
bating, and passing legislation all
while sitting in the actual seats of
legislators.

Tremley Point Set to
Receive TFF Funding
TRENTON – Senate President

Steve Sweeney (D-3rd) and Senator
Nicholas P. Scutari (D-22nd, Lin-
den) were scheduled to hold a news
conference yesterday (as this news-
paper went to press) to announce
funding from the state’s Transporta-
tion Trust Fund (TFF) for the Tremley
Point Connector project, which will
create a key access road to remove
heavy truck traffic from local road-
ways.

How to Report A
Pothole In County

UNION COUNTY — With the
winter weather that has just passed,
potholes are a frequent issue for driv-
ers.

To report a pothole or any other
issue with a county road, use an online
form available through the Union
County Department of Public Works
and Facilities Management at
www.ucnj.org/pot-hole/

The online form lists only County
roads. Persons without Internet ac-
cess can report potholes on Union
County roads by calling (908) 789-
3660. For potholes on state high-
ways, call the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation at 1-800-POT-
HOLE or use the online form at
www.state.nj.us/transportation/com-
muter/potholeform.shtm.

For local roads, contact the mu-
nicipality in which the road is lo-
cated. Website links for all 21 Union
County municipalities are available
through the county website,
www.ucnj.org/municipalities.

To plan a commute around major
road projects that may disrupt traffic
patterns in Union County, visit the
“Road Construction Update” page at
www.ucnj.org/traffic. For all mass tran-
sit information, visit Union County
ConneXions at www.ucnj.org/connect


