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Library Trustees President
Resigns; Recycling  to Begin

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Sheldon Ross has
resigned from the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library’s board of trustees, where
he served as president, Council Presi-
dent Katherine Mitchell announced a
Monday’s borough council meeting.

“He guided us through the new
construction (plan) for the library,”
she said. “You will be missed.” Mr.
Ross was also named volunteer-of-
the-month by the mayor and council
last year. The acting trustees presi-
dent is Richard Szeto.

Mr. Szeto asked Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the council when the board
is expected to receive a confirmation
of when the governing body will have
a recommendation and vote on the
library’s plans for expanding and
modifying its building. Mayor Mahr
said it will be discussed as part of the
2017 municipal budget, which gets
introduced December 2016 or Janu-
ary 2017. The library held two public
sessions this summer to present its
proposed plans to residents. “Our citi-
zens have certainly expressed their
support,” Mr. Szeto said.

Katherine Balch, a trustee mem-
ber, said of the library’s proposed
redesign plans, “Despite not seeing a
lot of people in person here…it does
garner a lot of emotion and support.”

Fanwood residents will have its
first curbside recycling pickup on
Thursday, October 6, Councilman
Tom Kranz said, and continue to be
picked up curbside every other week.
Recycling should be placed on the
curb the evening before or by 7 a.m.
the day of the pickup, he said. The
recycler hauler, Plainfield Municipal
Utilities Authority (PMUA), is ex-
pected to have all of the borough’s
recycling picked up that day. In the
event the hauler cannot take it all in
the one day, the recycling items should

be left on the curb and the hauler will
pick it up Friday, October 7, Mr.
Kranz said. The borough will con-
tinue with that plan going forward.
One recycling bin will be distributed
to each household through to the end
of this week. A list of what is accepted
in the curbside recycling program
can be found at www.fanwoodnj.org/
departments/recycling.

Residents can also drop off once a
month motor oil, electronics and fluo-
rescent bulbs to the Fanwood recy-
cling center. A mobile app Recycle
Coach can be downloaded to see the
schedule for recycling.

The volunteer-of-the-month was
John DeProspero, a member of the
volunteer fire department since 1999.
Mayor Mahr cited his efforts in the
yearly Christmas Tree sale and “keep-
ing it alive.”

This Saturday, Mayor Colleen Mahr
will host coffee with the mayor at
Mara’s from 10 a.m. to noon. All
residents are welcome to ask the
mayor questions or discuss issues.

Following that, Mayor Mahr will
be doing three ribbon cuttings, at
Knit-A-Bit, Fanwood Pharmacy, then
at 3 p.m. at the Skate Park at Forest
Road Park.

The council passed a resolution to
designate certain properties along
South Avenue as an area in need of
rehabilitation, and adding them to the
Old South Avenue Rehabilitation
Area.

An ordinance was passed to amend
salaries and compensation, and the
police department. The schedule of
positions and salaries included a list
of borough employees and police of-
ficials. Salaries peaked at $160,000
for the position of police chief,
$129,030 for borough clerk position,
and $108,000 for the director of pub-
lic works.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE 700 CLUB...The Raiders boys soccer team defeated Elizabeth, 2-1, in overtime in Scotch Plains on September 15 to
present Head Coach Tom Breznitsky, left, with his 700th career victory in one sport. See story in front page of Sports.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BYE BYE BOWCRAFT?…The Scotch Plains planning board will hold a hearing
on Monday, September 26 to consider an proposal to build 190 apartments and 10
townhouses at the familiar Bowcraft Amusement Park site on U.S. Route 22.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRONE POSITION…Officers from the Scotch Plains Police Department took
part last Friday in a quarterly firearms training exercise at the Union County
SWAT range in Springfield.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOW MUCH IS THAT DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW?…The crowd at Fanny
Wood Day on Sunday decides the winners in the costumed dog contest. The
Cantwell children hold King Muffin, the winner, at right, while the runner-up was
Cupcake who was dressed as a hot dog.

Attorney Says Pay Raise
For Mirabelli Was ‘Lawful’

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Kevin Glover’s action in unilaterally
giving Township Manager Al
Mirabella a salary increase was “law-
ful” and in keeping with the “long
standing and unchallenged proce-
dure” whereby “the Mayor has set the
manager’s salary,” according to an
opinion from Township Attorney
Robert Renaud.

At the township council’s August
30 meeting, Councilman Llewellyn
Jones questioned the mayor about the
salary increase, which Mr. Jones said
he discovered while conducting a re-
view of the municipal government’s
finances. Mayor Glover said he was
following precedent, claiming that
previous mayors had done likewise.
But two former mayors — Martin
Marks and Nancy Malool — along
with long-time township manager
Thomas Atkins told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times earlier this
month that the mayor acted outside
his authority in granting a salary in-
crease to Mr. Mirabella without the
assent of the full council.

Mr. Renaud was asked at the Au-
gust 30 meeting to look into the pro-
priety of the salary increase, and in a
September 6 letter to Mr. Mirabella
and the council, a copy of which was
obtained by The Times, the attorney
stated that “as far back as the collec-
tive memory goes, the manager’s sal-
ary has been established” —within a
range that the council authorizes via a
salary ordinance — “by the Mayor.”
Mr. Renaud also noted that he had
been informed by Lori Majeski, the
township’s chief financial officer
since 2001, that “during her tenure,
the manager’s salary has been estab-
lished by the Mayor, who so notifies
the CFO.”  Ms. Majeski did not return
a call for comment.

As he did at the August 30 meeting
and in speaking with The Times ear-
lier this month, Mayor Glover this
week told the newspaper, “Once again,
the action I took was consistent with
past practices and the information I
received.”

Councilman Jones, though, told The
Times he still has questions about the
matter, including several for Mr.

Jones Challenges Use Of Health
Benefits By Council Members
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — The issue of
whether township council members
are eligible to receive township-spon-
sored health insurance benefits was
raised this week, with Councilman
Llewellyn Jones and Township Attor-
ney Robert Renaud reading aloud
from what appeared to be dueling
state statutes governing the matter.

At the start of the council’s meeting
on Tuesday, Mayor Kevin Glover told
an inquiring resident that he and
Deputy Mayor Rose Checchio cur-
rently receive health insurance ben-
efits from the township. During the

past several years, there have been
periodic questions about whether
council members, who are not full-
time employees, are eligible to re-
ceive such benefits. It was maintained
that Mr. Glover was, in effect,
grandfathered in because he has been
a member of the council since Janu-
ary 2007 — well before various
changes in state law forbid part-time
government workers from receiving
health benefits.

Councilman Jones asked the mayor
on Tuesday how he could justify tak-
ing health benefits as a part-time
employee. Mr. Renaud stated that in-
dividuals who held elected office prior

to May 21, 2010 and remained in that
position afterward were deemed eli-
gible to receive benefits. When Mr.
Jones asked whether it was necessary
for an individual to remain in the
same elected position to continue to
be qualified, Mr. Renaud, reading
from the relevant statute, said it was
not. When Mr. Jones then asked — in
a reference to Mrs. Checchio, who
was first elected in 2012 —about
those who were not in any elected
position prior to the May 2010 date,
the attorney said he would look into
that question.

Moments later, Mr. Jones then read
aloud from what he said was the same
state statute Mr. Renaud cited. Mr.
Jones’ version stated that a change in
elected position after the May 2010
date would deem someone ineligible
to receive health benefits. Mayor
Glover was a member of the council
from January 2007 through the end of
2012 and then became mayor — a
title change — in January 2013. Mr.
Renaud said his version of the statue
differed from what Mr. Jones was
reading so he would need to look into
the matter further.

In other business, the council dis-
cussed downtown redevelopment is-
sues briefly on Tuesday, and agreed
to ask Wallace Roberts & Todd, the
Philadelphia-based company hired in
January to oversee downtown busi-
ness district redevelopment, to meet
with the governing body in October.
A parking study got underway last
week and will last several more weeks,
according to Township Manager Al
Mirabella. The study will track park-
ing in the downtown area by business
and municipal employees and by
shoppers and other visitors to the
neighborhood. He also said that sev-
eral ordinance changes pertaining to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

New Parking Lot Construction
Bids Accepted for Park Middle

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board
of education approved a $590,000
contract to extend the parking lot at
Park Middle School and add drain-
age during its meeting Tuesday night.

Fischer Contracting was the low
bidder at $526,500 but was disquali-
fied because of a “fatal error,” board
member Cindy Clancy said. So the
next lowest bidder, Concrete Con-
struction, was chosen. A total of
$100,000 will be allocated from ex-

cess extraordinary aid from the 2015-
2016 school year to pay a portion of
the project.

The parking lot will be situated 50
feet from a stream, a plan previously
not acceptable by the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP), due
to concerns of a wood turtle in the
stream, Business Administrator
Deborah Saridaki told The Times. But
the DEP later determined that build-
ing the lot at 50 feet from the stream
would no longer be an issue for the
wood turtle. The lot will have about
one-third additional parking spaces,
she said. The lot will take about 40
percent of the field between Park
Middle School and School One, she
said.

Fanwood Councilwoman Erin
McElroy Barker represented the
mayor and council asking during pub-
lic comment, why the council’s sug-
gested alternatives for parking were
not found acceptable. The council
had suggested parking off street, in
area parking lots, such as the CVS,
reconfiguring the parking lot, among
other ideas. “Most were rejected,”
she said.

Board of Education member Erin
Winkler said the “hodge podge of
parking here and
there…compromises the safety of the
staff.”

Ms. Winkler also noted that the
drop off zone was an initiative the

police department requested for safety
and doing away with that drop off
zone would be going back to unsafe
conditions.

School One is one of the larger
grassy areas of the elementary schools,
Board Vice-President Jeanne Cleary
said. “And it is something we are not
proud of but it is an indication of a
very built up community with contin-
ued development taking away avail-
able areas and putting pressure on
things like parking…,” Ms. Cleary
said.

Park Middle School has 915 stu-
dents enrolled as of September and is
one of the larger schools in the dis-
trict, Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Hayes said. There has also been
an increase in staff aides there, she
said.

 The project will also make drain-
age pipes wider that are under the
fields and the downspouts of the
schools to be connected to the pipes
underground that run across the stream
and then empty into the stream, Ms.
Saridaki told The Times, to alleviate
flooding that occurs in the neighbor-
ing homes.

Also included, are replacing the
sidewalks in front of School One and
adding a sidewalk around the school
connecting to the playground.

In other business, the school dis-
trict received just under $10,000 from
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