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FOR ALL MARKET INFO: 

Local Ceremonies Set
For 9-11 Observances

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Area residents will honor
the memory of those killed in the
terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001, at several local remembrance
ceremonies on the 15th anniversary
of the hijackings of four planes by
Islamic radicals that resulted in the
deaths of 2,996 people.

Besides the annual ceremony on
the former site of the World Trade
Center in lower Manhattan which
begins at 8:46 a.m., the moment the
first plane struck the north tower, a
state observance to recognize the 749
New Jerseyans who died will be held
at the Empty Sky Memorial in Lib-
erty State Park in Jersey City.

“An Afternoon of Remembrance
and Tribute” will begin at 3 p.m. at
the memorial, which is New Jersey’s
official monument to the victims and
was dedicated 10 years to the day
after the attacks.

Union County officials have in-
vited the public to its September 11th
Memorial in Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside from “the morning
hours until 9 p.m.” An honor guard
will stand watch from 6-to-9 p.m.
with residents encouraged to bring
and light candles. Sixty county resi-
dents were killed in the attacks.

Local services will begin at 5 p.m.
in Scotch Plains on the Alan M. Au-
gustine Village Green on Park Av-
enue.

Mayor Kevin Glover will address
the gathering along with prayers of-
fered by local clergy in honor of the

three Scotch Plains residents killed:
Matthew Horning, James Walsh and
Mark Rothenberg.

Westfield will hold its service at
6:30 p.m. at its September 11th Me-
morial at the corner of North Avenue
and East Broad Street.

The Westfield memorial, which was
dedicated a year after the attacks,
includes a center obelisk with the
names of all 2,996 victims, fronted by
12 stone markers inscribed with the
names of the 12 Westfielders who
died: Andrew Alemeno, David Otey
Campbell, Michael Davidson, Dean
Eberling, Stephen Mark Fogel, Tho-
mas Glasser, Richard Madden, John
“Pepe” Salerno, See-Wong Shum,
Anthony Starita, Leo Russell Keane
III and Jim Walsh.

Opening remarks by Mayor Andy
Skibitsky will be followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance, prayers of com-
memoration, the presentation of a
ceremonial wreath, taps, the singing
of “God Bless America” and a silent
reflection.

Cranford’s observance will begin
at 7 p.m. in WTC Park at the corner of
Springfield and North Union Avenues.
The township’s monument honors six
residents killed 15 years ago: Dean
Eberling, who also is memorialized
at Westfield’s site, Christopher Grady,
Robert Lynch, Gregory Milanowycz,
Thomas Regan and Leonard Snyder.

While Westfield’s ceremony is
scheduled for rain or shine, Cranford’s
tribute will be moved to the First
Presbyterian Church across Spring-
field in case of inclement weather.

Station Square Apartments
Approved for Dean Oil Site

Malool Pulls Independent
Scotch Plains Mayoral Bid

Ex Officials Dispute Glover’s
Claim On Manager’s Salary

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The planning board
unanimously approved a site plan
Wednesday for a 35-unit apartment
complex on the formerly environmen-
tally damaged site of the old Dean Oil
Corporation at the corner of Second
Street and La Grande Avenue.

 “I think this will be a great project
and the last piece of block 64. I think
you will do it justice,” Mayor Colleen
Mahr said.

The vote was the final procedural
hurdle for a project that was delayed
more than a decade because of more
than $1 million of environmental
cleanup spent by both the borough and
developer Landmark LLC, an indict-
ment of one of the partners and a
recession.

The development will be bigger than
the 24 units originally planned, with
the 35 rental units spread across four
rows of buildings.

Seven of the units will be earmarked
for affordable housing, which were
included in the borough’s agreement
this year with the Fair Share Housing
Center of Cherry Hill that stipulates
the borough is to provide 218 afford-
able housing units within any newly
developed land used for multi-family
housing within the next 10 years.

Back in 1999, another developer had
been denied a use variance by the board
to erect a two-story building with 25
apartments, some of which were desig-
nated for affordable housing. Residents
then were against the density.

In 2006, the board had heard a pro-
posal for 24 units by a new developer,
Landmark, and Chairman Dale Flow-
ers said he thought at the time it was
too dense.

“Times are changing,” Mr. Flowers
said. “I have concerns how the parking
is going to play out…we have to make
sure to keep an eye on it … I think it is
a positive for Fanwood. I was on the
fence coming in, but I was swayed.”

“It keeps to the spirit of the redevel-
opment plan,” board member Jack
Molenaar said, noting the aesthetics
and walkability to downtown. “This is
probably more than some people want.
But this is as close as we can get that
we are proud of.”

The site plan showed four rows of

town homes, separated by driveways
and one courtyard. The exterior is to
be made of tumbled red brick veneer
and hardy plank in earth-tone colors.
The market rate apartments will in-
clude 14 three-bedroom units  and 14
two-bedroom units. The affordable
housing will be available to low- to
moderate-income renters with a mix
of one- and two-bedroom apartments.

There were no variances or waiv-
ers required for the site plan, attorney
Rick Schkolnick said. The plan in-
cluded 64 parking spaces on site,
where the ordinance requires 80
spaces. Mr. Schkolnick said the state
residential site improvement stan-
dards (RSIS) allows Landmark to in-
clude off-site parking to meet the 80-
slot requirement.

In 2006, the board approved “relax
parking,” zoning officer Ray Sullivan
said. Drivers will access the
townhomes by way of the municipal
parking lot adjacent to the site.

Each market-rate town home is to
have a two-car garage and the afford-
able housing units are designed to
have carports placed on the ground
level underneath each of the units.

Mr. Flowers, and a few other board
members and residents had voiced
their concerns about the traffic on La
Grande Avenue and Second Street and
how this development can add to the
already congested streets.

Resident Wendy Oldham asked for a

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Former
mayor Nancy Malool is ending her
independent mayoral candidacy be-
cause she concluded that she “wasn’t
ready to re-enter the world of politics,
at least not as an elected official.”

Mrs. Malool’s withdrawal from the
race leaves three candidates: Demo-
cratic incumbent Kevin Glover, who
is seeking a second term, Republican
Alexander Smith and independent
candidate Keith Owens.

Mrs. Malool was elected mayor in
2008 after six years on the township
council.  She served until May 2012
when she resigned to take a job with
the state department of community
affairs’ division of local government
services. She currently serves as as-
sistant township manager in East
Windsor.

Mrs. Malool told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times earlier this
week that “I love government and

working in government but I don’t
love politics. I had to face the fact that
I’m not a politician and never really
have been.”

She said she wanted to run for
mayor “because I don’t like the direc-
tion our town is heading in and I hate
how political it has become.”

She added her feeling that “Scotch
Plains is a very different town than it
was eight years ago when I ran last.”

While she is not publicly backing
any of the remaining mayoral candi-
dates, Mrs. Malool says she “still
cares about the future of our town
greatly, and I realize I need to find
another way to contribute. I’m not
sure what that is right now, but I still
hope to be able to have a positive
impact in some way.”

The three remaining mayoral can-
didates and the two township council
candidates—Democrat Luisa Bianco
and Republican Ted Spera—will meet
on Wednesday, October 26 for a de-
bate sponsored by The Times.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two
former mayors and a former town-
ship manager all say that Mayor
Kevin Glover acted outside his au-
thority in granting a salary increase
to township manager Al Mirabella.

Councilman Llewellyn Jones dis-
covered the increase while conduct-
ing a mid-year review of the
township’s finances, he told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, and
spotted a higher salary being paid
to the manager than was agreed to
when Mr. Mirabella was hired in
January 2015.

“I didn’t recall voting on [a salary

increase] or passing an update to
[Mr. Mirabella’s employment] con-
tract,” Mr. Jones said.

At the council’s August 30 meet-
ing, Mr. Jones questioned the mayor
about the salary increase, and Mayor
Glover said he was following pre-
cedent, claiming that previous may-
ors had done likewise. Township
attorney Robert Renaud was asked
to look into the propriety of the
salary increase.

Mayor Glover told The Times this
week that in January, he had met
with chief financial officer Lori
Majeski “to ask how raises for the
township manager were handled in
the past because I wanted to ensure

the appropriate process was fol-
lowed.”

He claimed that Ms. Majeski told
him that “the process has been that
the mayor awards raises to the town-
ship manager.”

But two of the mayor’s predeces-
sors said otherwise, with Martin
Marks, a Republican who served as
mayor from 2000 through 2008, tell-
ing The Times that, “salary increases
were never given out unilaterally to
the manager without thorough dis-
cussion among the entire council,”
adding that Mayor Glover— a
Democrat who was a council mem-
ber for six years prior to being
elected mayor—“knows that, too.”

Calling the mayor’s action “com-
plete arrogance,” Mr. Marks pointed
out that if the mayor did have pri-
vate discussions with other council
members about the salary increase,
“then he has acted improperly as
well.”

Former mayor Nancy Malool,
who served from 2009 through May
2012, told The Times that, in the
council-manager form of govern-
ment that exists in Scotch Plains,
“the mayor cannot act unilaterally
on anything, with very few excep-
tions such as performing weddings.

“The mayor cannot give the man-
ager a raise,” she said. “The whole
governing body needs to weigh in.”

She said there is no precedent for
a mayor handing out a salary in-
crease without the council’s assent.

Thomas Atkins, who served as
township manager from 1980 to
2008, also said the mayor in a coun-
cil-manager form of government has
“no authority to change the
manager’s salary; only the council
as a whole can do so.”

Speaking to The Times, he pointed
out that the manager has the legal
authority to establish salaries for
non-union appointed staff except
for council members, the manager
himself and the municipal legal
team.

“But it is the council as a whole—
the mayor has zero specific legal

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ONE LAST MERRY GO ROUND…Children get in a ride on painted ponies and zebras during the annual Labor Day
weekend Italian Festival, hosted by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chapter of UNICO and St. Bartholomew's Church and
Academy.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMING SOON…A front view of the Station Square apartment complex on the
old Dean Oil site is presented to the Fanwood Planning Board at its meeting on
August 31. The board approved the site plan for the 35-unit project.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SATURDAY IN THE PARK…Or Thursday Night on the Village Green. The
band Good Works entertains the crowd on the final night of the Scotch Plains
music series last Thursday, including several selections from the group Chicago at
the request of Mayor Kevin Glover.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOPING TO WIN...Teens, children and adults try their luck at the frog pond last
weekend during Scotch Plains’ annual Labor Day Italian Festival. The event was
hosted by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chapter of UNICO and St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Church and Academy and drew  hundreds of people to the church
grounds.
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