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Snowstorm Parking Rules To
Get Westfield Council Review

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Town council will
likely revisit parking regulations re-
garding snowstorms during the fall, the
consequence of January’s blizzard that
dropped more than two feet of precipi-
tation over a weekend and wreaked
havoc throughout the region.

The parking issue was one of several
Mayor Andy Skibitsky and town ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea addressed with
The Westfield Leader in an hour-long
chat at borough hall on Friday.

Prohibiting parking on snow-cov-
ered roads during storms was the lead
recommendation of a “Post Event Re-
view: The Blizzard of 2016” report

produced by Mr. Gildea and his staff.
The 26-page report, which also sug-
gested an ordinance to prohibit resi-
dents and business owners from plac-
ing shoveled snow into the street, new
radios in Department of Public Works
vehicles and the continued fleet man-
agement practice to replace vehicles as
they age, is available on the town’s
website.

“The main one is restricting parking.
The question is how far will it go,” Mr.
Gildea said. “And  also considering
other things like penalties for blowing
snow back on the street. It’s really more
so for commercial property downtown,
taking the snow and putting it back on
the street you’ve already plowed or

putting it on someone else’s property.
“It’s trying to regulate some of these

things the best you can.”
Mr. Gildea said there has been some

public comment, mostly supportive of
the stricter parking, and that the town
will wait to receive more before mov-
ing forward.

“There will be a learning curve,” Mr.
Skibitsky said. “And probably, if this is
passed, there will be some type of, I
don’t know if ‘grace period’ is the right
word, but some leeway at first.”

Mr. Gildea also gave an update and
outlined several construction projects,
including the $450,000 redesign – paid
for via a federal grant – of the intersec-
tion of Elm and North Broad streets,
four road repaving projects that already
have begun and 10 more that are sched-
uled for September.

New traffic lights were installed at
the Elm-North Broad intersection last
week. A small amount of electrical work
still remains, the old traffic lights must
be removed and then some final con-
crete work is needed to complete the
project, said Mr. Gildea, who has been
doubling as town clerk for Claire Gray
since early August.

Ms. Gray is due back in her office
next week after undergoing surgery,
Mr. Gildea said.

Other noticeable changes around
town include the arrival of eight new
Westfield blue-branded trucks for the
DPW, including a $300,000 garbage
truck that is the first the town has bought
since 1990.

Mr. Gildea also said residents will
begin to notice later this month work on
Mindowaskin Park across the street
from the municipal building. The big-
gest most visible activity will be the
dredging of the lake.

That will start with the lowering of
the algae-covered pond, then a “fish
salvage” to transfer the fish to Surprise
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Westfield Adult School
Returns With New Affiliation

Bd. Approves Leave for Renwick,
Okays Nelson as Acting Principal

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The once uncer-
tain future of the Westfield Adult
School has been settled.

The school, which discontinued
operations last year amid declining
enrollment, decreasing revenue and
the departure of several board mem-
bers, will reopen on Monday, Sep-
tember 19, as part of The Adult School
of the Chathams, Madison and
Florham Park. Catalogs were mailed
to residents in Westfield and surround-
ing communities last week. Registra-
tion began on August 24.

“In a town where education is highly
valued, it is good to see that opportu-
nities for adults to learn another lan-
guage, to sharpen skills, and be part
of dynamic discussions will once
again be accessible,” Westfield
Schools Superintendent Margaret
Dolan said in an email. “We are
pleased to continue to offer Westfield
High School in the evening for this
purpose.“

The Westfield Adult School Asso-
ciation was a nonprofit that served
Westfield and more than 20 surround-
ing communities. It offered enrich-
ment courses for adults in several
categories including business, com-
puters and social media, arts, cook-
ing, languages and real estate. The
school had offered as many as 130
classes in one semester.

The revitalized school will offer
more than 50 courses on Monday
nights at Westfield High School in
areas ranging from arts and crafts to
music to computers. Specific classes
include “How to (Finally) Write Your
Book,” “Empanadas - the Perfect
Pocket Food,” “Lose Weight with
Hypnosis,” and “Great Decisions
2016 Series,” an eight-week program
where students discuss key foreign

policy issues, as featured in the 2016
Foreign Policy Association briefing
book.

The school will also offer yoga,
dance and fitness classes courses at
local studios, such as tap dancing,
barre, Zumba and hooping hoopla, a
workout which uses hoops larger and
heavier than hula hoops to build core
strength and tone the entire body. For
the first time, all English as a Second
Language classes will be free.

Westfield residents also will have
access to the more than 300 classes
held at other Adult School locations
in Florham Park, Basking Ridge,
Madison, Bernards Township and
Chatham.

The Westfield Adult School, which
was founded in 1938, discontinued
operations after the spring 2015 se-
mester, citing financial challenges.
Spring enrollment in the classes was
420, down from 918 in the spring
2012.

The school lost its executive direc-
tor that June and the board president
resigned in September. With a board
that had shrunk to six members from
12 to 15, some questioned whether
the model was still viable. The school
cost about $20,000 per semester to
operate, which included space rental,
insurance, instructor fees, the print-
ing and mailing of the course catalog
and the executive director position.
Those expenses were generally cov-
ered by the enrollment fees.

“We began to look at joining forces
with a larger organization when it
became apparent it would become
difficult for us to continue as a com-
pletely independent organization,”
former Westfield Adult School Co-
President Randy Rosenfeld stated
earlier this summer. “The mission
and business operations of The Adult

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Derrick Nelson
was formally introduced to the
school board at its Tuesday meeting
and approved as acting principal of
Westfield High School, while his
predecessor Peter Renwick was
placed on a leave of absence retro-
active to April 18.

Mr. Nelson’s appointment by
schools superintendent Margaret
Dolan was announced to district

personnel and parents in a August
10 memo. Mr. Renwick has been on
medical leave, according to district
officials, for an undisclosed reason
since March.

The board’s action was its first
public statement on Mr. Renwick
since he took his leave, and came
following an approximate 30-
minute closed executive session.
With only board member Charles
Ostroff absent, the members unani-
mously approved the leave without
comment.

Board attorney Derlys Gutierrez
would not specify why the leave
was effective through Wednesday,
February 1, the date listed for Mr.
Nelson’s term as acting principal.

She said the date was “for now”
and would not comment on the type
or reason for Mr. Renwick’s leave.

“Based upon the advice of legal
counsel, the board and the adminis-
tration cannot comment on Mr.
Renwick’s leave as it is a confiden-
tial personnel issue,” Ms. Gutierrez
said in an emailed statement.

Additionally, Mabel Huynh was
introduced and installed as acting
assistant principal at Westfield High
School through February 1, taking

Mr. Nelson’s place.
Mr. Nelson had been an assistant

principal at Westfield High School
since July 2012 and had previously
been the assistant principal at
Roosevelt Intermediate School. Ms.
Huynh has been a chemistry teacher
at Westfield High for 14 years and
will join fellow assistant principals
Jim DeSarno and Maggie
McFadden.

The appointments were only two
of dozens of personnel issues ap-
proved at Tuesday night’s meeting
from an agenda that was a quarter-
of-an-inch thick. The meeting of
the board was its first in over two
months.

Ms. Dolan also reported to the
board on the district’s 10 schools’
annual self-assessment of their anti-
bullying efforts, as required by state
law.

She explained a committee com-
prised of each school’s administra-
tion, teachers and a parent, rates the
school at the end of each school
year on “eight core elements” – and
various sub elements – on a scale of
zero (not meeting requirements) to
three (exceeding requirements).
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Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
PROMOTION...Scotch Plains mayor Kevin Glover, left, swears in Paul Belford
as a captain pf the township police department on Tuesday night with his wife
Theresa holding the Bible at his side.

Glover Questioned Over
Pay Raise for Manager

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
WHAT’S HAPPENING...Westfield Town Administrator Jim Gildea, standing left, and Mayor Andy Skibitsky, seated, gave
The Westfield Leader an update of various projects and developments around the town at a meeting last Friday.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Kevin
Glover said he was merely following
past practice when he authorized a sal-
ary increase earlier this year for town-
ship manager Al Mirabella.

At Tuesday night’s township council
meeting, Republican Councilman
Llewellyn Jones questioned the mayor,
a Democrat, about the salary increase,
which Mr. Jones said he discovered
when reviewing the township bill list
for August.

Mr. Glover recalled that he had dis-
cussed the matter with an unspecified
number of council members, but not
with the entire council during a formal
session.

The mayor also claimed that previ-
ous mayors had done likewise. Town-
ship attorney Robert Renaud, who was
not present at this week’s meeting, will
be asked to look into the propriety of
the mayor’s action.

The council also discussed the prop-
erty at the corner of Westfield Avenue

and Westfield Road, a residential lot
that has sat undeveloped except for a
basement foundation for about eight
years.

In recent months, especially, neigh-
bors and others have complained about
what they see as the property’s unsight-
liness. Mr. Mirabella said he had talked
recently with the property owner about
calls from neighbors who, the manager
said, “are tired of how it looks.”

Mr. Mirabella pointed out that the
property is maintained, the grass is cut
and snow is shoveled.

Building inspector Robert LaCosta
told the council that a building permit
was issued in November 2007, but a
state law enacted a year later extended
all permits, and that a newly enacted
law extended the expiration date of
permits in counties affected by the 2012
Superstorm Sandy.

That law means such permits expire
at the end of this year, with a six-month
grace period ending June 30. At that
time, Mr. LaCosta said, the property

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of Myka Campbell
ROW, ROW, ROW...Simon Thompson, left, and veteran canoe builder John
Nieroda test out a cedar strip boat in Brightwood Park in Westfield. No leaks were
reported.

GOOD DEED...Westfield fifth graders raised more than $220 on August 25
during a bake sale outside Feast Catering for the No Kid Hungry campaign, which
provides meals to children during the summer who normally receive meals at
school. Pictured, from left to right, are: Riley Roth, Sean O’Brien, Leah Wang,
Sara Burrick, Allie Constantinou and Kate Giglio.
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LEADER GOES CARIBBEAN...The Venturinos of Westfield, left to right,
Paige, Coral, Taylor and Ralph, take time to read their Westfield Leader while
on vacation in the Caribbean on the island of Grenada.

GREETINGS FROM PELE…Jackson, Griffin, and Clayton Garnecki pose with
the Hawaiian volcano goddess Pele and a recent copy of The Westfield Leader after
a 4 1/2-mile bike-hike out to the lava flow of the Kilaeua Volcano.

Courtesy of Mitch Harris
READING ON ‘THE ROCK’...Westfield kids Alicia and Cooper Harris take a
tour of the former federal prison on Alcatraz Island near San Francisco, notori-
ously known as "the rock". The Harrises get a glimpse of solitary confinement cell
on "D" block with The Westfield Leader as their only contact to the outside world.

St. Bart’s Fest, School
Marks Summer’s End
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — With summer
in its waning — and still hot — days, the
fall calendar in Scotch Plains is a full
one, starting with the annual St.
Bartholomew/UNICO Italian Festival
over the four-day Labor Day weekend
and followed by the opening of the new
school year.

The festival — which honors San
Nicola di Bari, the patron saint of the
town of Montazzoli, Italy, from which
many Scotch Plainsers emigrated 100
years ago — runs from 4:30 p.m. to
10:30 p.m. on Friday, September 2,
Saturday, September 3, and Sunday,
September 4, and from 1:30 p.m. to 8
p.m. on Monday, September 5.

Live music, food, rides, games and
nightly 50-50 raffles will be featured at
the festival, which started in 1974.

For school-age children and teenag-
ers, there will be time for one more
good night’s sleep before summer va-
cation formally ends and schools open
on Tuesday, September 6.

Various orientations for students and
parents are scheduled for later this week
and next week in advance of the new
school year, which also will feature the
debut of full-day kindergarten classes.

Labor Day also marks the traditional
start of what looks to be a busy political
season in Scotch Plains.

Democratic Mayor Kevin Glover is
seeking a second term in November
and will be opposed by three candi-
dates: Republican Alexander Smith and
two independents, former Republican
Mayor Nancy Malool and the Rever-
end Keith Owens.

The township council seat currently
held by Democrat Colleen Gialanella
also will be up for grabs, with Demo-
crat Luisa Bianco and Republican Ted
Spera vying to fill the seat.

All the candidates have agreed to
take part in a forum sponsored by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on
Wednesday, October 26.

The township council met Tuesday

and will resume its schedule of meet-
ings on Tuesday, September 20.

The planning board has its next meet-
ings set for Monday, September 26,
while the zoning board of adjustment
will meet on Thursday, September 8.

The zoning board also will hold a
special meeting on Thursday, Sep-
tember 22, to resume its consider-
ation of an application to significantly
expand the size of the Ashbrook Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation Center on
Raritan Road.

Two hearings already have been held
on the three-phase project, which, if
approved, would begin with construc-
tion of a 14,000-square-foot, five-story
rehabilitation facility at the rear portion
of the rectangular-shaped property.

The building will include 90 beds.
Phase two will be a 15,000-square-
foot, three-story assisted-living facility
at the front of the property nearest
Raritan Road with 60 beds.

The third phase will be a 17,000-
square-foot, four-story skilled-nursing
facility where the present building is
situated and will include 90 beds.

The annual Scotch Plains Day street
fair will take place on Park Avenue in
the downtown business district on Sun-
day, October 9.

The popular Farmers Market contin-
ues every Saturday through November
in the municipal parking lot next to
town hall.

The Friday night movie series winds
up tomorrow on the Alan Augustine
Village Green.

The Thursday night summer con-
certs will wrap up this evening with a
performance by the rock/soul group
GoodWorks.
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Preps for Kindergarten

No school received a perfect score
of 78, although Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate schools
came closest with 77 points each.
Westfield High School had the low-
est score, 70.

Six of the 10 schools scored the
same or better than the previous year.

Ms. Dolan also reviewed the dis-
trict and policy goals for the up-
coming year, which were unani-
mously approved.

She repeated both sets, which in-
cluded improving coping and resil-
iency skills for students, improving
outreach to parents and teacher uti-
lization of online resources as the
district goals. Improving communi-
cation between the various board
committees and the full board as
well as participation in board work-
shop on governance were adopted
as the board’s goals.

District business administrator
Dana Sullivan reported that the sum-
mer installation of new digital pub-
lic address systems at all 10 schools
had been completed and were in the
process of being tested.

Additionally WiFi upgrades had
been completed at all elementary
schools and new fire alarm systems
at three schools also had been in-
stalled.

They had not yet been tested, she
said, so the old systems would be
operational on the opening day of
school next Thursday, September 8.

The items were part of a $12.6
million bond referendum approved
by voters in January.

Other infrastructure projects in-
cluded the installation of new boil-

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Eighteen
sections of full-day kindergarten
classes will be spread over the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district’s five
elementary schools this year, super-
intendent Margaret Hayes said.

The new program is being accom-
modated in four classrooms that were
added to Evergreen Elementary
School and two to William J. McGinn
Elementary.

Council member Evan Murray told
the board “the final touches” are be-
ing completed in preparation for the
first day of school. Classes begin Tues-
day, September 6.

“We have more work to do but we
are very optimistic that the class-
rooms will be ready for September
6,” Ms. Hayes told The Westfield
Leader.

She confirmed all of the teachers
have been hired and have had proper
staff development over the summer,
in preparation for the new program.

“Now we are just waiting for them
to finish those last little touches on
the rooms.” Dr. Hayes commented.

Newly hired faculty have been pre-
paring for the opening of school. New
staff orientation took place on
Wednesday and Thursday of last week
and will be completed on Friday of
this week.

Ms. Hayes told the board it had
been a “wonderful” two days with the
new staff and faculty members were
“uniformly enthusiastic.”

Board president Nancy Bauer re-
layed that administrators, supervisors
and principals attended the orienta-
tion “to support the new staff” and to
make them feel welcome. A total of
29.5 positions, teachers and staff, were
added to support the new full-day
program.

Mr. Murray reported that among
the summer projects that were com-
pleted or are in their final phases were
window and roof replacement, asbes-
tos tile removal and door insulation.

Additionally, water was tested for
lead and results indicated no prob-
lems. The only exception was a
kitchen sink with a dripping faucet,
which has been replaced.

In other matters, the board is con-
templating the purchase of a new
school bus.

As reported by Mr. Murray, the dis-
trict owns a fleet of six 54-seat buses,
one of which is in need of a new engine
that costs approximately $24,000.

“All the buses in the district were
purchased at the same time” so in the
next three years all six buses will at
one point need to be replaced, Mr.
Murray said.

He indicated he believed it to be
prudent to replace the buses one at a
time.

New buses will run on gasoline as
opposed to the diesel models the dis-

trict has and will have air condition-
ing.

Business Administrator Deborah
Saridaki emphasized the need for
buses with air conditioning.

“The concern is the special needs
students,” she said, noting that some
students’ individual education plans
(IEPs) specify the need for air-condi-
tioned transportation.

Mr. Murray, responding to a ques-
tion from resident Michael Lewis,
said that a gasoline-powered bus with
air conditioning costs $92,597.

Additionally Mr. Lewis questioned
whether or not there was a “mandate”
in place about transporting students
with air conditioning.

Mrs. Saridaki assured Mr. Lewis
“there is no such mandate.”

In discussing her annual district
summary progress report, Ms. Hayes
said the Wellness Committee is look-
ing to create a school “wellness week”
sometime in October.

The Wellness Committee will look
to expand water bottle filling sta-
tions, which currently exist at the
high school and Terrill Middle School,
to other schools in the district “to
encourage the kids to drink more
water,” Ms. Hayes said.

Opportunities to purchase a vegan
meal, an option only offered at the
high school, could possibly be made
available to different schools in the
district.

The board plans to meet on two
dates this month; Tuesday, Septem-
ber 20 and Tuesday, September 27.

ers at Jefferson and Wilson elemen-
tary schools. Ms. Sullivan said the
pipes to the new boilers were now
being installed with completion ex-
pected by Saturday, October 15.

The board also heard a report
from newest member Amy Root,
who took the seat of Mitch Slater.
Mr. Slater announced his resigna-
tion in the spring and attended his
last meeting in June.

Mrs. Root, a former bank exam-
iner with two Westfield High School
boys, is finishing the final six months
of Mr. Slater’s term.

She noted that Westfield High
School had been ranked No. 87 in
the country by Newsweek in its an-
nual ratings out of nearly 16,000
high schools.

It was second among “open en-
rollment” schools in New Jersey.
Chatham High School was number
one in the state.

The ratings considered factors
such as graduation rates, college
enrollment, weighted SAT and ACT
standardized test scores, counselor
to student ratios and enrollment,
she said.
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Adult Sch.
School are an excellent fit with
Westfield so the board decided this
was the best path forward.”

The Adult School of the Chathams,
Madison and Florham Park was
founded in 1937 and is one of the first
independent, nonprofit community
education organizations established
in the state. It receives no govern-
ment funding; all costs are financed
by enrollment fees and donations.
Space is donated by the local school
boards. Last year, enrollment was
more than 4,000.

“We have missed operating in the
community,” Ms. Rosenfeld, now a
board member of the Chathams Adult
School, said in an email. “We hope
Westfield area residents will take
advantage of the renewed opportu-
nity to learn a new skill, gain some
knowledge in a new area or just have
an engaging experience with other
community members.”

More information can be obtained
by calling The Adult School of the
Chathams, Madison and Florham
Park at (973) 443-9222 or visiting its
website at www.theadultschool.org

owner, who claims he is actively trying
to sell the property, could apply to
renew the permit.

In other business, Mr. Mirabella said
that he is working with the township
recreation commission on finding a
new director of parks and recreation
after acting director Stephen Dahl re-
signed in August to relocate out of state.

Mr. Mirabella said 42 resumes had
been received from interested candi-
dates and that the commission had win-
nowed the list to 16.

The first round of interviews begins
this week, he said. Until a permanent
replacement is named, Mr. Mirabella’s
assistant, Margaret Heisey, will over-
see the department on a temporary
basis.

Also on Tuesday, Mayor Glover
swore in Paul Belford, a 21-year vet-
eran of the township police depart-
ment, as the new captain. Mr. Belford,
a Westfield native, joined the depart-
ment in 1995. He was promoted to
sergeant in 2004 and to lieutenant two
years later. In 2012, he was assigned as
commander of the detective bureau.
Mr. Belford hails from a family long
involved in law enforcement, with his
brother having served in the Westfield
police department and two nephews
currently in the patrol division in Scotch
Plains.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Parking
Lake in the Watchung Reservation. The
lake will then be drained before the
dredging, stacking and drying of the
lake bed material begins.

The process – last done approxi-
mately 30 years ago -- is designed to
deepen the lake from its current 2 feet to
6-8 feet. It could take several months.

“The biggest piece is the dredging of
the pond,” Mr. Gildea said. “It’s an ugly
process, but very necessary.

Next year will include repairing and
replacing the pathways along with light
upgrades in the park. One of the final
pieces will be the planting of 10,000
native species of fauna, Mr. Skibitsky
said. That will be done in partnership
with the New Jersey Audubon Society.

The renovations are in anticipation
of the centennial of the park in 2018.

Among legislative concerns men-
tioned by Mr. Skibitsky was the Down-
town Task Force appointed by the mayor
in July, which is headed by zoning
board chairman Bill Heinbokel and
tasked with anticipating the future needs
of businesses in the downtown area.

The task force has been divided into
three subcommittees to focus on: land-
owners, retailers and realtors. Among
its duties are to examine zoning laws,
such as which businesses are prohib-
ited from ground floor retail space –
like medical practices, and consider
whether the concerns that instigated the
regulation are still valid.

Mr. Skibitsky expects the task force
to complete its investigation and report
back by the first quarter of next year.

“But I’ve told the task force, if you
have an idea you think is a winner,
‘Don’t wait until the report is com-
plete,’” he said. “‘Give it to me.’”
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By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The once uncer-
tain future of the Westfield Adult School
has been settled.

The school, which discontinued op-
erations last year amid declining enroll-
ment, decreasing revenue and the de-
parture of several board members, will
reopen on Monday, September 19, as
part of The Adult School of the
Chathams, Madison and Florham Park.
Catalogs were mailed to residents in
Westfield and surrounding communi-
ties last week. Registration began on
August 24.

“In a town where education is highly
valued, it is good to see that opportuni-
ties for adults to learn another lan-
guage, to sharpen skills, and be part of
dynamic discussions will once again be
accessible,” Westfield Schools Super-
intendent Margaret Dolan said in an
email. “We are pleased to continue to

offer Westfield High School in the
evening for this purpose.“

The Westfield Adult School Asso-
ciation was a nonprofit that served
Westfield and more than 20 surround-
ing communities. It offered enrichment
courses for adults in several categories
including business, computers and so-
cial media, arts, cooking, languages
and real estate. The school had offered
as many as 130 classes in one semester.

The revitalized school will offer more
than 50 courses on Monday nights at
Westfield High School in areas ranging
from arts and crafts to music to comput-
ers. Specific classes include “How to
(Finally) Write Your Book,”
“Empanadas - the Perfect Pocket Food,”
“Lose Weight with Hypnosis,” and
“Great Decisions 2016 Series,” an eight-
week program where students discuss
key foreign policy issues, as featured in
the 2016 Foreign Policy Association
briefing book.

The school will also offer yoga, dance
and fitness classes courses at local stu-
dios, such as tap dancing, barre, Zumba
and hooping hoopla, a workout which
uses hoops larger and heavier than hula
hoops to build core strength and tone
the entire body. For the first time, all
English as a Second Language classes
will be free.

Westfield residents will also have
access to the more than 300 classes held
at other Adult School locations in
Florham Park, Basking Ridge, Madi-
son, Bernards Township and Chatham.

The Westfield Adult School, which
was founded in 1938, discontinued
operations after the spring 2015 semes-
ter, citing financial challenges. Spring
enrollment in the classes was 420, down
from 918 in the spring 2012.

The school lost its executive director
that June and the board president re-
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools
Prep. for Full Day Kindergarten
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By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for TheScotch Plain-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Eighteen sec-
tions of full-day kindergarten classes
will be spread over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district’s five elemen-
tary schools this year, superintendent
Margaret Hayes said.

The new program is being accom-
modated in four classrooms that were
added to Evergreen Elementary School
and two to William J. McGinn Elemen-
tary.

Council member Evan Murray told
the board “the final touches” are being

completed in preparation for the first
day of school. Classes begin Tuesday,
September 6.

“We have more work to do but we are
very optimistic that the classrooms will
be ready for September 6,” Ms. Hayes
told the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

She confirmed all of the teachers
have been hired and have had proper
staff development over the summer, in
preparation for the new program.

“Now we are just waiting for them to
finish those last little touches on the
rooms.” Dr. Hayes commented.

Newly hired faculty have been pre-
paring for the opening of school. New
staff orientation took place on Wednes-
day and Thursday of last week and will
be completed on Friday of this week.

Ms. Hayes told the board it had been
a “wonderful” two days with the new
staff and faculty members were “uni-
formly enthusiastic.”

Board president Nancy Bauer re-
layed that administrators, supervisors
and principals attended the orientation
“to support the new staff” and to make
them feel welcome. A total of 29.5
positions, teachers and staff, were added
to support the new full-day program.

Mr. Murray reported that among the
summer projects that were completed
or are in their final phases were window

and roof replacement, asbestos tile re-
moval and door insulation.

Additionally, water was tested for
lead and results indicated no problems.
The only exception was a kitchen sink
with a dripping faucet, which has been
replaced.

In other matters, the board is contem-
plating the purchase of a new school
bus.

As reported by Mr. Murray, the dis-
trict owns a fleet of six 54-seat buses,
one of which is in need of a new engine
that costs approximately $24,000.

“All the buses in the district were
purchased at the same time” so in the
next three years all six buses will at one
point need to be replaced, Mr. Murray
said.

He indicated he believed it to be
prudent to replace the buses one at a
time.

New buses will run on gasoline as
opposed to the diesel models the dis-
trict has and will have air conditioning.

Business Administrator Deborah
Saridaki emphasized the need for buses
with air conditioning.

“The concern is the special needs
students,” she said, noting that some
students’ individual education plans
(IEPs) specify the need for air-condi-

St. Bart’s Fest, School
Marks Summer’s End
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With sum-
mer in its waning — and still hot —
days, the fall calendar in Scotch
Plains is a full one, starting with the
annual St. Bartholomew/UNICO
Italian Festival over the four-day
Labor Day weekend and followed
by the opening of the new school
year.

The festival — which honors San
Nicola di Bari, the patron saint of the
town of Montazzoli, Italy, from
which many Scotch Plainsers emi-
grated 100 years ago — runs from
4:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. on Friday,
September 2, Saturday, September
3, and Sunday, September 4, and
from 1:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Monday,
September 5.

Live music, food, rides, games
and nightly 50-50 raffles will be fea-
tured at the festival, which started in
1974.

For school-age children and teen-
agers, there will be time for one
more good night’s sleep before sum-
mer vacation formally ends and
schools open on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 6.

Various orientations for students
and parents are scheduled for later
this week and next week in advance
of the new school year, which also
will feature the debut of full-day
kindergarten classes.

Labor Day also marks the tradi-
tional start of what looks to be a busy
political season in Scotch Plains.

Democratic mayor Kevin Glover
is seeking a second term in Novem-
ber and will be opposed by three
candidates: Republican Alexander
Smith and two independents, former
Republican mayor Nancy Malool and
the Reverend Keith Owens. The
township council seat currently held
by Democrat Colleen Gialanella also
will be up for grabs, with Democrat
Luisa Bianco and Republican Ted
Spera vying to fill the seat.

All the candidates have agreed to
take part in a forum sponsored by
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
on Wednesday, October 26.

The township council met on Au-
gust 30, and then will resume its
normal schedule of on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 20. The planning board has
its next meeting set for Monday, Sep-

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROMOTION...Scotch Plains mayor Kevin Glover, left, swears in Paul Belford as a captain pf the township police
department on Tuesday night with his wife Theresa holding the Bible at his side.

Glover Questioned Over
Pay Raise for Manager

Photo courtesy of Robert Cozzolina
NEARING THE 19TH HOLE…Fellow golfers and spectators watch one of the last foursomes on the final night of the
Thursday Night League at Shackamaxon County Club in Scotch Plains.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EXPECTING TO HAVE AN A++ SEASON...The Raider soccer boys (light blue)
had an active scrimmage with Morristown in Scotch Plains last week. The Raiders
are anticipating an A++ season. The Raiders will host Plainfield in their season
opener on Thursday, September 8, at 4 p.m. then will host Westfield on Saturday,
September 10, at 3 p.m. See story on page 9.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Kevin Glover said he was merely
following past practice when he au-
thorized a salary increase earlier this
year for township manager Al
Mirabella.

At Tuesday night’s township coun-
cil meeting, Republican Councilman
Llewellyn Jones questioned the
mayor, a Democrat, about the salary
increase, which Mr. Jones said he
discovered when reviewing the town-
ship bill list for August.

Mr. Glover recalled that he had
discussed the matter with an unspeci-

fied number of council members, but
not with the entire council during a
formal session.

The mayor also claimed that previ-
ous mayors had done likewise. Town-
ship attorney Robert Renaud, who
was not present at this week’s meet-
ing, will be asked to look into the
propriety of the mayor’s action.

The council also discussed the prop-
erty at the corner of Westfield Avenue
and Westfield Road, a residential lot
that’s sat undeveloped except for a
basement foundation for about eight
years.

In recent months, especially, neigh-
bors and others have complained

about what they see as the property’s
unsightliness. Mr. Mirabella said he
had talked recently with the property
owner about calls from neighbors
who, the manager said, “are tired of
how it looks.”

Mr. Mirabella pointed out that the
property is maintained, the grass is
cut and snow is shoveled.

Building inspector Robert LaCosta
told the council that a building permit
was issued in November 2007, but a
state law enacted a year later ex-
tended all permits, and that a newly
enacted law extended the expiration
date of permits in counties affected
by the 2012 Superstorm Sandy.

That law means such permits ex-
pire at the end of this year, with a six-
month grace period ending June 30.
At that time, Mr. LaCosta said, the
property owner, who claims he is
actively trying to sell the property,
could apply to renew the permit.

In other business, Mr. Mirabella
said that he is working with the town-
ship recreation commission on find-
ing a new director of parks and recre-
ation after acting director Stephen
Dahl resigned in August to relocate
out of state.

Mr. Mirabella said 42 resumes had
been received from interested candi-
dates and that the commission had
winnowed the list to 16.

The first round of interviews be-
gins this week, he said. Until a perma-
nent replacement is named, Mr.
Mirabella’s assistant, Margaret
Heisey, will oversee the department
on a temporary basis.

Also on Tuesday, Mayor Glover
swore in Paul Belford, a 21-year vet-
eran of the township police depart-
ment, as the new captain. Mr. Belford,
a Westfield native, joined the depart-
ment in 1995. He was promoted to
sergeant in 2004 and to lieutenant
two years later.

In 2012, he was assigned as com-

Courtesy of Myka Campbell
ROW, ROW, ROW...Simon Thompson, left, and veteran canoe builder John
Nieroda test out a cedar strip boat in Brightwood Park in Westfield. No leaks were
reported.
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S T O P  T R Y I N G
T O  P I N  I T
 O N  M E !

O H
N O  Y O U
D O N ’ T !

Citizens are invited to create and place their political Ads in our publications. The 2016 Presidential campaign will spend hundreds of millions of dollars, mostly on nasty TV Ads
paid for by foreign nationals and so-called SuperPACs. This program provides a way for citizens to express themselves. See www.timesnj.com or call 908-232-4407 for details.

Spend Your Advertising Dollar Where It Counts! In Print and On The Net 24/7

"These advertisements are not authorized or approved by any political candidate or committee."

LEADER GOES CARIBBEAN...The Venturinos of Westfield, left to right,
Paige, Coral, Taylor and Ralph, take time to read their Westfield Leader while
on vacation in the Caribbean on the island of Grenada.

Snowstorm Parking Rules To
Get Westfield Council Review

GREETINGS FROM PELE…Jackson, Griffin, and Clayton Garnecki pose with
the Hawaiian volcano goddess Pele and a recent copy of The Westfield Leader after
a 4 1/2-mile bike-hike out to the lava flow of the Kilaeua Volcano.

Courtesy of Mitch Harris
READING ON ‘THE ROCK’...Westfield kids Alicia and Cooper Harris take a
tour of the former federal prison on Alcatraz Island near San Francisco, notori-
ously known as "the rock". The Harrises get a glimpse of solitary confinement cell
on "D" block with The Westfield Leader as their only contact to the outside world.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Town council will
likely revisit parking regulations re-
garding snowstorms during the fall,
the consequence of January’s bliz-
zard that dropped more than two feet
of precipitation over a weekend and
wreaked havoc throughout the region.

The parking issue was one of sev-
eral Mayor Andy Skibitsky and town
administrator Jim Gildea addressed
with The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times in an hour-long chat at borough
hall on Friday.

Prohibiting parking on snow-cov-
ered roads during storms was the lead
recommendation of a “Post Event
Review: The Blizzard of 2016” re-
port produced by Mr. Gildea and his
staff. The 26-page report, which also
suggested an ordinance to prohibit
residents and business owners from
placing shoveled snow into the street,
new radios in Department of Public
Works vehicles and the continued
fleet management practice to replace
vehicles as they age, is available on
the town’s website.

“The main one is restricting park-
ing. The question is how far will it
go,” Mr. Gildea said. “And also con-
sidering other things like penalties
for blowing snow back on the street.
It’s really more so for commercial
property downtown, taking the snow
and putting it back on the street you’ve
already plowed or putting it on some-
one else’s property.

“It’s trying to regulate some of these
things the best you can.”

Mr. Gildea said there has been some
public comment, mostly supportive
of the stricter parking, and that the
town will wait to receive more before
moving forward.

“There will be a learning curve,”
Mr. Skibitsky said. “And probably, if
this is passed, there will be some type
of, I don’t know if ‘grace period’ is
the right word, but some leeway at
first.”

Mr. Gildea also gave an update
and outlined several construction
projects, including the $450,000 re-
design – paid for via a federal grant
– of the intersection of Elm and
North Broad streets, four road re-
paving projects that already have
begun and 10 more that are sched-
uled for September.

New traffic lights were installed at
the Elm-North Broad intersection last
week. A small amount of electrical
work still remains, the old traffic lights
must be removed and then some final
concrete work is needed to complete
the project, said Mr. Gildea, who has
been doubling as town clerk for Claire
Gray since early August.

Ms. Gray is due back in her office
next week after undergoing surgery,
Mr. Gildea said.

Other noticeable changes around

town include the arrival of eight new
Westfield blue-branded trucks for the
DPW, including a $300,000 garbage
truck that is the first the town has
bought since 1990.

Mr. Gildea also said residents will
begin to notice later this month work
on Mindowaskin Park across the street
from the municipal building. The big-
gest most visible activity will be the
dredging of the lake.

That will start with the lowering of
the algae-covered lake, then a “fish
salvage” to transfer the fish to Sur-
prise Lake in the Watchung Reserva-
tion. The lake will then be drained
before the dredging, stacking and dry-
ing of the lake bed material begins.

The process – last done approxi-
mately 30 years ago, is designed to
deepen the lake from its current 2 feet
to 6-8 feet. It could take several
months.

“The biggest piece is the dredging
of the pond,” Mr. Gildea said. “It’s an
ugly process, but very necessary.

Next year will include repairing
and replacing the pathways along with
light upgrades in the park. One of the
final pieces will be the planting of
10,000 native species of fauna, Mr.
Skibitsky said. That will be done in
partnership with the New Jersey
Audubon Society.

The renovations are in anticipation
of the centennial of the park in 2018.

Among legislative concerns men-
tioned by Mr. Skibitsky was the Down-
town Task Force appointed by the
mayor in July, which is headed by
zoning board chairman Bill Heinbokel
and tasked with anticipating the fu-
ture needs of businesses in the down-
town area.

The task force has been divided into
three subcommittees to focus on: land-
owners, retailers and realtors. Among
its duties are to examine zoning laws,
such as which businesses are prohib-
ited from ground floor retail space –
like medical practices, and consider
whether the concerns that instigated
the regulation are still valid.

Mr. Skibitsky expects the task force
to complete its investigation and re-
port back by the first quarter of next
year.

“But I’ve told the task force, if you
have an idea you think is a winner,
‘Don’t wait until the report is com-
plete,’” he said. “‘Give it to me.’”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Adult School
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SP Council

signed in September. With a board that
had shrunk to six members from 12 to
15, some questioned whether the model
was still viable. The school cost about
$20,000 per semester to operate, which
included space rental, insurance, in-
structor fees, the printing and mailing
of the course catalog and the executive
director position. Those expenses were
generally covered by the enrollment
fees.

“We began to look at joining forces
with a larger organization when it be-
came apparent it would become diffi-
cult for us to continue as a completely
independent organization,” former
Westfield Adult School Co-President
Randy Rosenfeld stated earlier this
summer. “The mission and business
operations of The Adult School are an
excellent fit with Westfield so the board
decided this was the best path for-
ward.”

The Adult School of the Chathams,
Madison and Florham Park was
founded in 1937 and is one of the first
independent, nonprofit community
education organizations established in
the state. It receives no government
funding; all costs are financed by en-
rollment fees and donations. Space is
donated by the local school boards.
Last year, enrollment was more than
4,000.

“We have missed operating in the
community,” Ms. Rosenfeld, now a
board member of the Chathams Adult
School, said in an email. “We hope
Westfield area residents will take ad-
vantage of the renewed opportunity to
learn a new skill, gain some knowl-
edge in a new area or just have an
engaging experience with other com-

mander of the detective bureau. Mr.
Belford hails from a family long in-
volved in law enforcement, with his
brother having served in the Westfield
police department and two nephews
currently in the patrol division in
Scotch Plains.

Leave Approved for Renwick,
Nelson Named Acting Principalmunity members.”

More information can be obtained
by calling The Adult School of the
Chathams, Madison and Florham Park
at (973) 443-9222 or visiting its website
at www.theadultschool.org

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Derrick Nelson
was formally introduced to the school
board at its Tuesday meeting and ap-
proved as acting principal of Westfield
High School, while his predecessor
Peter Renwick was placed on a leave
of absence retroactive to April 18.

Mr. Nelson’s appointment by
schools superintendent Margaret
Dolan was announced to district per-
sonnel and parents in a August 10
memo. Mr. Renwick has been on
medical leave, according to district
officials, for an undisclosed reason
since March.

The board’s action was its first
public statement on Mr. Renwick since
he took his leave, and came following
an approximate 30-minute closed ex-
ecutive session. With only board
member Charles Ostroff absent, the
members unanimously approved the
leave without comment.

Board attorney Derlys Gutierrez
would not specify why the leave was
effective through Wednesday, Febru-
ary 1, the date listed for Mr. Nelson’s
term as acting principal.

She said the date was “for now”
and would not comment on the type
or reason for Mr. Renwick’s leave.

“Based upon the advice of legal
counsel, the board and the adminis-
tration cannot comment on Mr.
Renwick’s leave as it is a confidential
personnel issue,” Ms. Gutierrez said
in an emailed statement.

Additionally, Mabel Huynh was in-
troduced and installed as acting assis-
tant principal at Westfield High
School through February 1, taking
Mr. Nelson’s place.

Mr. Nelson had been an assistant
principal at Westfield High School
since July 2012 and had previously
been the assistant principal at
Roosevelt Intermediate School. Ms.

Huynh has been a chemistry teacher
at Westfield High for 14 years and
will join fellow assistant principals
Jim DeSarno and Maggie McFadden.

The appointments were only two
of dozens of personnel issues ap-
proved at Tuesday night’s meeting
from an agenda that was a quarter-of-
an-inch thick. The meeting of the
board was its first in over two months.

Ms. Dolan also reported to the
board on the district’s 10 schools’
annual self-assessment of their anti-
bullying efforts, as required by state
law.

She explained a committee com-
prised of each school’s administra-
tion, teachers and a parent, rates the
school at the end of each school year
on “eight core elements” – and vari-
ous sub elements – on a scale of zero
(not meeting requirements) to three
(exceeding requirements).

No school received a perfect score
of 78, although Edison and Roosevelt
Intermediate schools came closest
with 77 points each. Westfield High
School had the lowest score, 70.

Six of the 10 schools scored the
same or better than the previous year.

Ms. Dolan also reviewed the dis-
trict and policy goals for the upcom-
ing year, which were unanimously
approved.

She repeated both sets, which in-
cluded improving coping and resil-
iency skills for students, improving
outreach to parents and teacher utili-
zation of online resources as the dis-
trict goals. Improving communica-
tion between the various board com-
mittees and the full board as well as
participation in board workshop on
governance were adopted as the
board’s goals.

District business administrator
Dana Sullivan reported that the sum-
mer installation of new digital public
address systems at all 10 schools had
been completed and were in the pro-
cess of being tested. Additionally WiFi
upgrades had been completed at all
elementary schools and new fire alarm
systems at three schools also had been
installed.

They had not yet been tested, she
said, so the old systems would be
operational on the opening day of
school next Thursday, September 8.

The items were part of a $12.6
million bond referendum approved
by voters in January.

Other infrastructure projects in-
cluded the installation of new boilers
at Jefferson and Wilson elementary
schools. Ms. Sullivan said the pipes
to the new boilers were now being
installed with completion expected
by Saturday, October 15.

The board also heard a report from
newest member Amy Root, who took
the seat of Mitch Slater. Mr. Slater
announced his resignation in the
spring and attended his last meeting
in June.

Mrs. Root, a former bank examiner
with two Westfield High School boys,
is finishing the final six months of Mr.
Slater’s term. She noted that Westfield
High School had been ranked No. 87
in the country by Newsweek in its
annual ratings out of nearly 16,000
high schools. It was second among
“open enrollment” schools in New
Jersey. Chatham High School was
number one in the state.

The ratings considered factors
such as graduation rates, college en-
rollment, weighted SAT and ACT
standardized test scores, counselor
to student ratios and enrollment, she
said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Kindergarten
tioned transportation.

Mr. Murray, responding to a ques-
tion from resident Michael Lewis, said
that a gasoline-powered bus with air
conditioning costs $92,597.

Additionally Mr. Lewis questioned
whether or not there was a “mandate” in
place about transporting students with
air conditioning.

Mrs. Saridaki assured Mr. Lewis
“there is no such mandate.”

In discussing her annual district sum-
mary progress report, Ms. Hayes said
the Wellness Committee is looking to
create a school “wellness week” some-
time in October.

The Wellness Committee will look
to expand water bottle filling stations,
which currently exist at the high school
and Terrill Middle School, to other
schools in the district “to encourage the
kids to drink more water,” Ms. Hayes
said.

Opportunities to purchase a vegan
meal, an advantage only offered at the
high school, could possibly be made
available to different schools in the
district.

The board plans to meet on two dates
this month; Tuesday, September 20 and
Tuesday, September 27.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

St. Bart’s
tember 26, while the zoning board of
adjustment will meet on Thursday,
September 8.

The zoning board also will hold a
special meeting on Thursday, Sep-
tember 22, to resume its consider-
ation of an application to signifi-
cantly expand the size of the
Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center on Raritan Road.

Two hearings already have been
held on the three-phase project,
which, if approved, would begin with
construction of a 14,000-square-foot,
five-story rehabilitation facility at
the rear portion of the rectangular-
shaped property.

The building will include 90 beds.
Phase two will be a 15,000-square-
foot, three-story assisted-living fa-
cility at the front of the property
nearest Raritan Road with 60 beds.

The third phase will be a 17,000-
square-foot, four-story skilled-nursing
facility where the present building is
situated and will include 90 beds.

The annual Scotch Plains Day street
fair will take place on Park Avenue in
the downtown business district on
Sunday, October 9. The popular Farm-
ers Market continues every Saturday
through November in the municipal
parking lot next to town hall.

The Friday night movie series
winds up tomorrow on the Alan Au-
gustine Village Green, while the
Thursday night summer concerts will
wrap up on Thursday, September 1.
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DRUG DOSE...Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Direc-
tor Gene Jannotti, right, presents a $400 grant to Garwood Police Chief Bruce
Underhill to purchase Narcan, a drug that can be injected or administered via
nasal spray, for the department to use in emergencies to counter the effects of
opioids like heroin and prevent death from a drug overdose.

Westfield Graduate Pleads Guilty
In Five-Year-Old Fatal Car Crash

ELIZABETH — A former
Westfield resident and native pleaded
guilty Monday to second-degree ve-
hicular homicide in a car crash nearly
five years ago that killed an Old Bridge
man and seriously injured a woman
from Garwood, the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office announced.

Robert McGowan, 30, a Westfield
High School graduate who had moved
to Trumbull, Conn., before the acci-
dent and was elected to its town coun-
cil in November, is scheduled to be
sentenced Friday, October 14, before
New Jersey Superior Court Judge
Scott Moynihan, the prosecutor’s of-
fice said in a release.

Mr. McGowan was indicted two
weeks after he was elected to the
Trumbull council and resigned that
post two weeks later.

The prosecutor’s office said Mr.
McGowan was driving along Clifton
Street in Westfield on October 1, 2011,
when he ran a stop sign at the inter-
section of Tice Place and struck the
car driven by Peter Tyliczka, 69.

Despite wearing his seatbelt and
the airbag in his 2001 Cadillac de-
ploying properly, Mr. Tyliczka was
thrown from the vehicle and died.

His then-61-year-old girlfriend,

Kathy Grecco, was seriously injured
and transported to a local hospital,
where she spent months undergoing
treatment and therapy, the
prosecutor’s office said.

An investigation involving
Westfield police, the Union County
Police Department’s Fatal Accident
Reconstruction Team, and the
prosecutor’s office’s Homicide Task
Force determined that Mr.
McGowan’s blood-alcohol concen-
tration at the time of the crash was
0.08 percent, the limit at which one is
considered intoxicated in New Jer-
sey.

Two and a half years earlier, Mr.
Tyliczka was arrested and charged
with driving while impaired (DWI)
and reckless driving after he drove
through a police barricade at a DWI
checkpoint in Westfield at Maryland
Street and Grandview Avenue.

Mr. McGowan will be required to
serve at least 85 percent of his term
before the possibility of parole under
New Jersey’s No Early Release Act,
the prosecutor’s office said.

Prosecutor’s office spokesman
Mark Spivey declined to comment on
why the accident investigation took
four years.
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WESTFIELD
Friday, August 19, Bamidele

Badmus, 45, was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at North Avenue
and Tuttle Parkway for contempt of
court out of Watchung in the amount
of $600. Badmus was released on
recognizance by Watchung with a
September 7 court date.

Friday, August 19, Marc Nissim,
40, of Westfield was arrested on an
active Westfield traffic warrant, with
bail of $165, pursuant to turning him-
self in at police headquarters. He was
processed and released after posting
the requisite bail.

Friday, August 19, a resident of the
800 block of Carleton Road reported
the theft of a black-and-teal-colored
“Specialized Ariel” women’s moun-
tain-style bicycle and damage to the
bicycle lock through criminal mis-
chief. According to the victim, the
bicycle was secured with a one-piece
wire bicycle lock to a fence at the
south-side train station lot at approxi-
mately 11:45 a.m. on August 19. When
the victim returned at approximately
2:45 p.m., the bicycle had been re-
moved and the wire lock was cut in
half and left on the ground. The bi-
cycle is valued at approximately $469.

Saturday, August 20, Samas Eutsey,
19, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield warrant, with
$625 bail, pursuant to a traffic stop in
the area of East Broad Street and
South Euclid Avenue. Eutsey was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and held in lieu of bail.

Saturday, August 20, Meghan
Brody, 24, of Westfield was arrested
on charges of driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI), possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia,
pursuant to a traffic stop in the area of
North Avenue and Crossway Place.
She was transported to police head-
quarters, where she was processed
and released with a summons to a
responsible adult.

Saturday, August 20, Trenton L.
Boyer, 26, of East Orange was ar-
rested at the Cranford Police Depart-
ment on a $394 Westfield warrant.
Boyer posted bail and was released.

Saturday, August 20, Logan Streit,
27, of Toms River was arrested at the
Berkeley Township Police Depart-
ment on two Westfield warrants, with
bail in the amount of $1,500.

Sunday, August 21, Danny Earp,
55, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant.
He was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters from the Garwood
Police Department, processed and
released after posting $81 bail.

Monday, August 22, Jonathan B.
Debevoise, 32, of Westfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Fanwood
traffic warrant subsequent to a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting $89 bail.

Monday, August 22, Jose M. Cruz,
29, of Piscataway was arrested subse-
quent to a motor vehicle stop on out-
standing warrants from North
Plainfield, with bail set at $750, and
Plainfield, also with bail set at $750.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released af-
ter posting the full cash bail.

Monday, August 22, a resident of
Millburn stated that an unknown sus-
pect stole her pink iPhone 5 from the
rear parking lot of the 700 block of
West South Avenue. The victim stated
that the approximate value of the sto-
len cell phone is $300.

Tuesday, August 23, Daniel A. Ca-
ballero-Porciuncul, 37, of Silver

Springs, Md. was arrested on an out-
standing Linden warrant subsequent to
a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released after posting $200 bail.

Tuesday, August 23, police arrested
two people in Plainfield pursuant to a
motor vehicle pursuit. Terrell Alston,
Jr., 18, of Plainfield was charged with
eluding, resisting arrest, unlawful tak-
ing and criminal mischief. He was
transported to police headquarters and
was unable to post bail of $25,000
(no 10-percent cash alternative). Di-
vine Lindsey, 19, of Elizabeth, who
was charged with resisting arrest, also
was transported to police headquar-
ters for processing. Lindsey was un-
able to post $2,500 bail (no 10-per-
cent cash alternative).

Wednesday, August 24, a resident
of the 600 block of West Broad Street
reported a burglary, theft and crimi-
nal mischief at the home, which oc-
curred between August 18 and 19.
One or more suspects entered the
residence, causing damage and steal-
ing air conditioning equipment.

CRANFORD
Tuesday, August 16, David Cruz,

23, of Garwood and John Logan, III,
32, of Westfield were arrested and
charged with possession of heroin
and possession of paraphernalia, af-
ter a motor vehicle stop at the inter-
section of East North and Elizabeth
Avenues when police received an alert
that the vehicle was unregistered via
the Automatic License Plate Reader.
During an investigation at the scene,
police located heroin on both the
driver, Cruz, and a passenger, Logan,
authorities said. Both men were ar-
rested, processed and released pend-
ing a Superior Court appearance. Cruz
was issued a motor vehicle summons
for an unregistered vehicle.

Friday, August 19, Hector Iglesias,
19, of Washington was charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession
of paraphernalia, after a motor ve-
hicle stop at the intersection of Myrtle
Street and Rod Smith Place for a
motor vehicle violation. During an
investigation at the scene, police lo-
cated marijuana inside the vehicle.
Iglesias, a passenger in the vehicle,
was arrested, processed and released
pending a Municipal Court appear-
ance. The driver was issued a motor
vehicle summons for having an un-
clear license plate.

Sunday, August 21, Daniel B. Wil-
son, 30, of Valdosta, Ga. was arrested
and charged with simple assault and
disorderly conduct. While on routine
patrol in the area of East North and
Springfield Avenues, police witnessed
an assault in progress. Upon conclud-
ing an investigation at the scene, po-
lice placed Wilson under arrest. He
was transported to Cranford police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released pending a Municipal
Court appearance. The victim refused
medical attention at the scene.

Monday, August 22, Fabian
Kearney, 46, of Newark was arrested
on charges of possession of heroin;
possession of prescription pills and
possession of paraphernalia, after a
motor vehicle stop at the intersection
of Centennial Avenue and Cayuga
Road for operating a vehicle while
having its high beams illuminated.
During an investigation at the scene,
police located heroin and prescription
pills (Alprazolam) inside the vehicle.
The driver, Kearney, was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a Supe-
rior Court appearance. Kearney also
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for having a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) in a motor vehicle and
for operating a motor vehicle with its
high beams illuminated.

KIWANIS CARES...During a recent meeting, members of the Kiwanis Club of
Greater Westfield donated personal hygiene products for the Somerset House
project that provides necessities for teens who are transitioning from foster care
to the adult world. This will be an ongoing charity for the local Kiwanis Club.
Pictured, from left to right, are: members Brian Dwelle, Steve Whitlock, Club
Secretary Marvin Gersten and Vice-President Jeffrey Christakos with some of the
donations of toothpaste, shampoo and soap.

Area Synagogue to Hold
‘Shabbat Under the Stars’

SPRINGFIELD — Temple
Sha’arey Shalom, 78 South Spring-
field Avenue, Springfield, will cel-
ebrate “Shabbat Under the Stars” on
Friday evening, September 9, on the
temple property. Both members and
non-members are invited to this an-
nual outdoor event. The service will
begin at 7 p.m. and will be preceded
by an optional outdoor Italian buffet
dinner at 6 p.m. Participants are wel-
come to attend just the service or
both the dinner and service.

There is no charge to attend the
service, but tickets for the dinner
are $12 per person, with a maxi-
mum of $48 per family. Attendees
are encouraged to bring blankets

and lawn chairs and to enjoy an
evening of community and worship.
For more information or to pur-
chase tickets for the dinner, call the
temple office at (973) 379-5387.

Temple Sha’arey Shalom is a
mid-size Reform congregation af-
filiated with the Union for Reform
Judaism (URJ). The temple serves
Springfield and surrounding towns
in Union, Essex and Somerset coun-
ties. The synagogue welcomes chil-
dren, young adults, singles, seniors
citizens and families.

Shabbat services are creative and
varied, and the temple offers a wide
array of educational, informational and
social programs and entertainment.

Bramnick, Codey to Combine Forces
For “Bipartisan Comedy Night”

NEW BRUNSWICK — Former
New Jersey Gov. Richard Codey and
Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-LD21, Westfield) will
join for a “Bipartisan Comedy Night”
at the Stress Factory Comedy Club to
benefit mental health causes.

Mr. Codey, a Democrat who served

twice as acting governor after the
resignations of Christine Todd
Whitman and Jim McGreevey, and
Mr. Bramnick, a Republican who has
been in the Assembly since 2003, will
be joined by other politicians and
comedians for the event on Tuesday,
September 20.

Commentary

Casale-Petro Question
Down To Crunch Time
Garwood  officially has been de-

bating what to do about the Casale
Sheet Metal and Petro Plastics prop-
erties for more than two years. That
stretches to seven if you consider the
NJ Transit study that examined it and
what to do with the aging relics, and
goes to decades if you consider how
long the factories have actually been
sitting abandoned and blighted along
South Avenue next to the railroad
tracks.

Crunch time has arrived.
Come Tuesday, September 13, the

municipality’s borough council will
hold a public hearing and, likely, vote
on a “redevelopment plan” for the
5.3-acre plot.

The plan, given the blessing of the
town’s planning board four months
ago, would not approve the massive
project envisioned by some for the
site. But it would be a big step toward
it. The plan would redefine the zon-
ing for the area from industrial to
residential/commercial. It would set
limits, albeit not many according to
its critics.

While in the strictest sense the plan
would be a mere change in zoning
laws for the site, in actuality the plans
are a lot further along than that — at
least in concept.

Ed Russo of Carlstadt’s Russo
Development, which is building a
similar-sized project in Harrison next
to Red Bull Arena, already has pur-
chased the Petro property and has a
contract to buy the Casale factory.

Mr. Russo has unveiled what he
visualizes for the site — a four-story,
315-unit apartment complex with re-
tail space, parking deck, pool, open
public area...the works. At one point,
it even included a rooftop putting
green.

The artist’s renderings are impres-
sive — and far better that what’s at
the corner of South and Center now.

The council vote will not put its
imprimatur on those details, but it
will provide the OK for the biggest
issue — the 315 apartments and the
retail space.

Proponents of the redevelopment
plan have touted ridding Garwood of
one of — if not the — biggest eye-
sores in town. The Garwood Paper-
board factory is in the same category.

It will clean up an industrially toxic
site and, above all, give the town a

new — or at least a higher — taxable
property.

Critics claim it’s too big, that it will
increase the borough’s population by
12-13 percent in one swoop. Traffic,
already congested on South Avenue,
will become considerably worse. And
the often-hailed tax benefit, they say,
has been superficially explained at
best.

They are dubious of claims that the
project will minimally impact the
schools — especially if the developer
(i.e. Russo) is allowed to make a
PILOT (payment in lieu of taxes) —
and not put substantially more de-
mands on the municipal government
(police, fire, DPW, office staff).

The justification for the size of the
project has been the egregious deci-
sion by the New Jersey Supreme Court
more than 40 years ago with its Mount
Laurel ruling that requires every town
in the state to provide its “fair share”
of “affordable” housing. If towns don’t
meet the court’s arbitrary numbers, it
allows developers — like Russo — to
build pretty much what they want so
long as they include “affordable”
housing.

It’s worth noting many who sup-
port the redevelopment plan in
Garwood are Democrats, who on one
hand blame Mount Laurel yet support
their party’s platform and candidates
statewide that hail the concept of “af-
fordable housing”. There are a fair
number of Republicans, too.

The Casale-Petro properties are
slated for approximately 31 units of
affordable housing, just under 10 per-
cent. Other, smaller, projects in the
area — like Fanwood’s Station Square
— was approved earlier this year for
seven affordable units in a 35-unit
building — 20 percent.

If the Casale project used the same
percentage, its size would be cut in
half — about 150 units — and
Garwood would still have its 30 “af-
fordable units”.

Mr. Russo has said with the toxic
cleanup expected to cost $5 million
or more (in a total project to run
between $60 million-$70 million),
anything fewer than 315 units “is not
economically feasible.”

Of course we only have his word
for that, and nobody — at least pub-
licly — has asked for more. And he
has the Supreme Court on his side.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

DWI Checkpoint
Set In Cranford

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Police Department has announced
that it will conduct a D.W.I. Check-
point within the township from 9
p.m. on Friday, September 2, until
3 a.m. on Saturday, September 3.
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Union County 9/11 Memorial
Plans Are Set at Echo Lake

UNION COUNTY — Members of
the community are invited to honor
the memory of the 60 Union County
residents who perished in the 9/11
attacks by visiting the Union County
September 11th Memorial, Sunday,
Sept. 11th from the morning hours
until 9 p.m. at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside.

Members of the Union County
Sheriff’s Office will provide a uni-
formed Honor Guard standing watch
at the memorial from 6-9 p.m. and the
public will be able to bring and light
candles in memory of those lost in the
attacks.

Prior to the event, the County
Facebook page will mark the 15th
anniversary of the attacks by remem-
bering a resident who was killed in
the attacks, beginning September 1st
and continuing for 59 more days.

“We honor those who perished in
the attacks and remember the many
acts of bravery that occurred that day,”
said Freeholder Chairman Bruce
Bergen. “Being so close to New York
City, there are very few in Union
County who did not personally know
someone, or the family of someone,
killed or affected. The County memo-
rial provides a location that allows
for peace and reflection that gives us
strength and inspiration to continue
forward.”

The Union County September 11th

Memorial honors those lost in the
attacks using design elements that
include two girders from the World
Trade Center arranged within a five
sided area representing the Pentagon,
and an Eternal Flame representing
those who died in Pennsylvania. The
Flame also honors members of the
Armed Services and emergency re-
sponders.

In addition to these elements, the
names of the 60 deceased Union
County residents are etched into the
memorial.

Dedicated on Sept. 13, 2003 the
memorial was constructed through
private donations including in-kind
work by labor unions and materials at
cost.

The Freeholder Board worked with
residents of Cranford, Elizabeth,
Kenilworth, Linden, Mountainside,
Rahway, Scotch Plains, Summit,
Union and Westfield in planning and
building the Memorial.

It is located near the Springfield
Avenue entrance of Echo Lake Park
on the border of Mountainside and
Springfield.

For additional information on the
Union County September 11th Me-
morial, or information on visitation
hours, contact the Union County Of-
fice of Public Information at 877-
424-1234 or visit online at
www.ucnj.org/9-11-memorial.

Westfield to Commemorate
Anniversary of 9/11 Attacks
WESTFIELD -- The 15th annual

observance of the September 11 ter-
rorist attacks will be held with a com-
munity gathering on the anniversary
of the assaults at the September 11
Memorial Park on North Avenue at
East Broad Street.

The ceremony will begin at 6:30
p.m. with opening remarks from
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky. Local
clergy will offer prayers followed by
the presentation of the ceremonial
wreath by an honor guard.

Each year, the ceremony concludes
with a period of silent reflection and
show of community support.

“The events of 9/11 affected so
many people in so many different

ways, and continues to do so,” Mayor
Skibitsky said in a release. “It has
been my observation that many people
do not grieve or reflect the same way
each year – some reflect on the loss,
some reflect on the healing and re-
covery since, some reflect on the re-
solve of the American people – it
depends on where they are personally
in the process.

“By offering the opportunity for
silent reflection, this part of the cer-
emony allows people to reflect pri-
vately but not be alone, and it also
affords those who want or need to
reach out to others to do so.”

The ceremony will be held rain or
shine.

County to Meet with Mountain Bikers
Over Watchung Reservation Access

MOUNTAINSIDE -- Union
County Parks Department officials
will meet with interested mountain
bikers regarding recommendations
from the Watchung Reservation Trails
Master Plan that would create a sepa-
rate trail for bikers.

The meeting will be held Thursday,
October 20 at 7 p.m. at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center at the
Watchung Reservation in
Mountainside.

There is no sign-up or reservation
required.

Parks representatives and a con-
sultant will present information on
the new trail to the group, and answer
questions. The  meeting is intended
for interested bikers only. In a re-
lease, county officials said they will
hold separate meetings for hiking and

equestrian trails later this year.
The issue was discussed most re-

cently at the August 18 meeting of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

LUNCH FOR THE LESS FORTUNATE...Local volunteers join Aswm. Annette
Quijano, center front (D-LD20, Elizabeth), and Union County Sheriff Joe Cryan,
second row fourth from left, to make sandwiches at the Elizabeth Coalition to
House the Homelessfor the assemblywoman’s fourth annual “Hunger Doesn’t
Take a Vacation” food drive.

Kenneth Donnelly Asks Westfielders
For Support in November Election

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to announce that I will be running
in the special election this November
for [Westfield] Town Council in the
Second Ward. In May, I had the honor
of being appointed to serve as a Sec-
ond Ward councilperson after Vicki
Kimmins announced her resignation.
I would like to thank Vicki, on behalf
of all our residents, for the outstand-
ing job she did serving Westfield and
the Second Ward.

My wife and I are nine-year
Westfield residents, and proud
Roosevelt and Wilson School parents
of three children. Since being ap-
pointed, I have been meeting with
residents of the Ward to discuss vari-
ous concerns and have been working
to keep everyone updated on the work
our Mayor and Council have been
doing. While this work has been both
challenging and rewarding, having
the opportunity to serve the residents
of the Second Ward – my friends and
neighbors – is truly special. We are
lucky to have exemplary leadership
in our Town and Ward that has kept
the town portion of our property taxes
low, and our community an example
of government done right. We gener-
ally don’t need to think twice about
the quality of our schools, the safety
of our families and our Mayor and
Council’s respect for the tax dollars
we contribute – and that’s how it
should be. My goal is to ensure we

continue on this positive path, while
bringing a new perspective to council
leadership.

I hope to receive your continued
trust and support this November.
Please contact me with any questions
or concerns at
kdonnelly@westfieldnj.gov or
kennethjdonnelly@hotmail.com.

Kenneth Donnelly
Westfield

Kenneth Donnelly
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A Great Place To Live And Raise A
Family Comes From Its Citizens

I am deeply saddened on the pass-
ing of Frank Russo. He was a good
friend, caring and kind. He truly loved
our Township, the place he proudly
called home.

My friendship with him was truly
special, one that I will always cherish.
So many of you have recently shared
with me that he was a joy to be with as
he embodied and always brought to a
conversation a spirited love of fam-
ily, community and country.

Often I have said that what makes
our Township a great place to live and
raise a family comes from its citizens,
and Frank personified the best of us.
He was fun to be with, caring, thought-
ful, unselfish, always willing to lend a
helpful hand.

Frank was a member of the “Great-
est Generation,”, a WWII veteran, a
sergeant in the Marines who served in
the Pacific, before ending his military
service our Nation would call upon
him again to serve, this time in the
Korean War where his valor would
have him promoted to Captain.
Frank’s love of country and service
was always evident as he frequently
wore his Marine cap, and it was with

great pleasure and pride that I urged
him to accept an invitation to be hon-
ored as the Grand Marshall of the
Township’s Memorial Day parade
which at first he humbly was reluctant
to do, but following some prodding
from family and friends, he finally
graciously agreed.

Frank gave so much to his Nation,
community and his church, and though
I have many fond memories of him, I
will always be grateful for the oppor-
tunity I had to work beside him on the
Board of the Township’s senior hous-
ing complex where under his watch
his invaluable financial experience
provided extraordinary guidance that
enabled the municipality to provide
affordable living within our town-
ship.

I know I am speaking for all that
knew him when I say that although
gone he will never be forgotten. To
his loving family, thank you for shar-
ing him with us, may God bless and
comfort you always. God’s speed
Frank. “Semper Fi”

Mayor Kevin Glover
The Township of Scotch Plains

Head-On Vehicle Crash Blocks Traffic
On North Avenue For Three Hours

GARWOOD — Traffic was
blocked in both directions on North
Avenue and detoured onto Second
Avenue for three hours last Friday
after a pick-up truck and a school bus
collided head-on, police said.

The driver of the truck was trans-
ported to University Hospital in New-
ark, Garwood police Capt. Doug
Stoffer said. His condition was not
available, Capt. Stoffer said.

Two others were treated at the scene
by the Garwood First Aid Squad.

“There were no kids on bus or
anything, thank God,” Capt. Stoffer
said.

The driver of the bus was treated at
the scene as was the driver of another
vehicle who swerved to miss the acci-
dent, which occurred about 12:30
p.m., left the roadway and struck an-
other moving vehicle, he said.

The driver of the fourth vehicle
was not injured.

The cause of the crash was still
under investigation, Capt. Stoffer said.

Veterans Adminstration Staff to Help
Vets at Rep. Lance’s Westfield Office
WESTFIELD — Officials from

the Veterans Administration will be
available to residents at the district
office of Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
NJ7) on Thursday, September 8, to
assist constituent veterans or family
members with a variety of issues.

Caseworkers from the V.A. will be
available from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the congressman’s office at 425 North

Avenue East in Westfield. They will
be able to answer inquiries V.A. ben-
efits, compensation, pension, insur-
ance, loan guaranty, vocational reha-
bilitation and employment and edu-
cation benefit programs, Mr. Lance’s
office said in an email. All inquiries
will be welcome but the release en-
couraged appointments be made by
calling the office at (908) 518-7733.

www.goleader.com

Exercise Class For
Cranford Seniors
CRANFORD — The township’s

park’s and recreation department is
seeking new participants for its Se-
nior Healthy Bones low-impact exer-
cise program on Monday evenings.

All Cranford senior residents are
eligible for the class at the Cranford
Community Center at 220 Walnut
Street.

Those interested in the program
are encouraged to call the center at
(908) 709-7283.State Okays Funds

On Housing Bonds
TRENTON — The state govern-

ment-affiliated agency that works to
finance affordable housing in New
Jersey has awarded $225 million in
“fund reservations” for 21 projects ,
including two in Plainfield and
Woodbridge.The Housing and Mort-
gage Finance Agency (HMFA) awards
will allow the issuance of tax-exempt
bonds to fund the construction and/or
rehabilitation of about 2,700 units.

Fifty units are scheduled for the
new Elmwood Gardens project in
Plainfield and another 85 at the Red
Oak Apartments in Woodbridge,.

Recipients were selected follow-
ing an invitation to developers seek-
ing the 4 percent low income housing
tax credits to apply for tax exempt
financing reservations.
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Letters to
the Editor

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Responsible Integration of Mountain
Biking at Watchung Reservation

I am writing in response to
Lawrence Russo’s August 25 letter
against legalization of mountain bike
riding (MTB) in Watchung Reserva-
tion. Like Mr. Russo, I am also a
lifelong Union County resident, and
along with over 30 pro-MTB County
taxpayers, attended the August 18
Freeholder meeting. I was one of eight
who spoke in favor of safe, respon-
sible integration of mountain biking
at Watchung Reservation. On behalf
of many fellow members of the
Westfield MTB community, I would
like to summarize our position while
addressing Mr. Russo’s concerns.

MTB riding was legal at Watchung
Reservation until the mid 90s, when a
ban was put in place by Union County.
Back then, MTB riding was branded
an “extreme” sport, practiced by a
more daring demographic. Perhaps
this antiquated reputation informs Mr.
Russo’s opinion, but the fact is MTB
riding has grown and matured in the
last two decades, developing a more
diverse and mature user base. Bike
technology, including disc brakes,
suspension, kid-sized bikes, and “fat
tire” bikes have made the sport safer
and more accessible for all ages and
abilities.

The process of re-opening
Watchung Reservation trails to MTBs
has been going on for several years
under the leadership of JORBA (Jer-
sey Off Road Bicycle Association).
Non-profit JORBA was founded in
1999 and local volunteer members
oversee trail maintenance at 21 NJ
parks. All of these parks have an
exceptional track record of integrat-
ing hikers, bikes, horses and other
trail users without incident. Watchung
Reservation, at 2,200 acres, is larger
than the two nearest multi-use parks
combined (Morris County’s Lewis
Morris Park-1154 acres; Somerset
County’s Washington Valley Park-
705 acres). Watchung Reservation has
ample space to safely accommodate
all trail-user groups, and is the ideal
location for the first and only legal
MTB trail network in Union County.

Russo’s claim that bikes do more
trail damage than hikers is simply
false. Numerous studies conclude trail
damage from bikes is equal or less
than damage caused by hikers. Most
MTB riders avoid riding wet trails. In
addition, JORBA’s trained volunteer
trail crews actively repair and re-
route trail-sections subject to flood-
ing, so mud-prone spots are mini-
mized and trails become passable in a
wider range of weather conditions.

JORBA trail crews participate in regu-
lar trail maintenance and improve-
ment sessions, contributing thousands
of free labor hours per year to insure
trails are safe and enjoyable for ALL
trail users. In fact, JORBA has docu-
mented over $1 million in volunteer
labor hours for maintenance of NJ
trails.

Russo also expressed concern for
hiker safety in the presence of MTB
riders. Trail etiquette is common
knowledge among MTB riders and
trailhead signs support this etiquette:
bikes always yield to hikers and
horses. In addition, MTB riders play
a similar role on the trails that ski
patrollers play on the slopes. At the
Freeholder meeting, several MTB rid-
ers spoke of providing first-aid to
injured trail-runners, directions to lost
hikers, and a sense of security for solo
hikers in a large and often desolate
park. Quite simply, the presence of
MTB riders at Watchung reservation
will make the experience safer and
more enjoyable for all trail users.

One need only tour the nearest
JORBA-maintained parks (Washing-
ton Valley, Lewis Morris, and Allaire)
to see evidence of the positive impact
of MTB riders at our parks, the im-
peccable condition of the trails and
harmonious integration of hikers,
bikes, and horses. Those of us who
frequent Watchung Reservation know
that many of the trails are in poor
shape, suffering from neglect and ero-
sion. As a JORBA volunteer, I can
guarantee that when we are granted
legal access to maintain and improve
the trails at Watchung Reservation,
the trails will transform to the level of
quality and safety their users deserve.

At the August 18 meeting, Free-
holder Chairman Bergen informed us
that a plan to re-introduce bikes to the
Reservation is forthcoming. We ap-
plaud this decision, and as members
of the Union County MTB commu-
nity, our request to the Freeholders is
to insure transparency in the process,
expedite lifting of the ban, and make
sure our recommendations are heard
to insure a safe, enjoyable, sustain-
able trail network.

Jamie Meiselman
and Westfield riders:

Andrew Stillufsen, Joe Weiss,
Tom Gockel, Ben Abel, Boris Shir,

Eddie Rubiera, Greg Kuyat,
Glenn Johnson, Evan Topilow,

Mike Dardia, Meredith Dardia,
Jim Kim, Sven Migot, Sean Sullivan,

Jeff Pinkin, Gregory Talmont,
Alec Penn

Believe, Support
Politician Who?

This is turning point of historical
importance for all of us. Would you
believe a politician who stands up
before a crowd and states an action to
appease worried citizens and then
with disregard goes behind closed
doors to undo what was just publicly
stated?

Would you trust someone who
voted against getting necessary equip-
ment so citizens would have equip-
ment on hand for emergency situa-
tions so you wouldn’t have to hire
outside private contractors at addi-
tional taxpayer cost? Would you re-
ward someone who disregards the
hiring process and appoints a person
with ethical baggage to an important
position? Would you support some-
one who willingly would try to sacri-
fice an organization that has been
doing a great job for us for many
years and that it won’t happen again?

Would you vote for a change this
November!

Bob Fox
Scotch Plains

Commuters Will Pay
Unless Pt. Ath. Reform

The Port Authority’s search for a
new chief executive has stalled due to
uncertainty in the agency’s future
structure and governance, and plans
for a new Manhattan bus terminal to
receive New Jersey commuters have
begun to fall apart.We need an ex-
tremely experienced leader to head
the Port Authority and direct the tens
of billions of bus, rail and airport
projects that are on the horizon.

“Until we finish the legislative pro-
cess of reforming the agency, how-
ever, it’s unlikely that we’ll be able to
hire someone who is capable of get-
ting critical projects like the Manhat-
tan bus terminal back on track.

It’s an absolute certainty that New
Jersey commuters will suffer longer
commutes and higher fares and tolls
if the Senate President continues to
play political games by further delay-
ing final legislative approval of Port
Authority reforms.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
Westfield

Burdened By Educ.-
Related Property Taxes

I read with interest Assembly Re-
publican Leader Bramnick’s letter
pertaining to school funding (SP Times
dated August 25, 2016).

As Mr. Bramnick supported an in-
crease in the gasoline tax to fund
deficits in the Transportation Trust
Fund, his “friends across the aisle”
need Republican support to get it
done, and Governor Christie wishes
to preserve his image of opposition to
outright tax hikes, the solution seems
obvious: condition passage of the one
to passage of the other.

Everyone wins, including people
in his own district burdened by edu-
cation-related property taxes.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Scotch Plains Dems Disregard
The Facts in Letter to Editor

Last week’s screed against Repub-
lican candidate for Mayor Al Smith
by Ray Szpond, vice-chairman of the
Scotch Plains Democrats, was con-
sistent only in its consistent disregard
for the facts. Mr. Szpond called the
last two years “fiscal stability”. Per-
haps he needs to look at his property
tax bill – it went up a lot each year!!

$7.5 million dollars of new debt
has been approved by Mayor Glover
and the Democrats in just two years.
Items that previously were in the op-
erating part of the budget (such as
police cars and computers) are now
being purchased with bonds that we
will have to pay later (with interest) –
all so that Mayor Glover can claim
the municipal portion of the taxes
didn’t go up.

Debt spending, and overall spend-
ing, is up huge at Scotch Plains town
hall. This is no surprise as Mayor
Glover is now following the Al
Mirabella – Union County playbook
of debt upon debt, and the tax hikes
will inevitably follow when the bills
come due. Mr. Szpond didn’t men-
tion how much the county taxes (and
spending and debt) are up over the
last 2 decades under unanimous

Democrat control! That’s what is in
store for Scotch Plains thanks to
Mayor Glover.

Part of this year’s big property tax
increases come from the school por-
tion of the budget. Just like the town
has increased spending, so have the
schools. But at least the school board
didn’t issue bonds to finance its spend-
ing, and at least we know we’re get-
ting new services for it in the form of
full-day kindergarten.

One of the richest ironies is Mr.
Szpond’s claim of tax stabilization
through shared services. It was none
other than Mayor Glover who told the
Board of Education at the shared ser-
vices committee meetings to go solve
their parking problem at Park Middle
School on their own property. Now
they are spending $600 thousand to
build a parking lot on a soccer field.
That’s $600 thousand added to our
taxes this year with Mayor Glover’s
“leadership” at shared services.

Finally, Mr. Szpond concluded his
letter with a personal affront that Mr.
Smith should simply call the town to
have his branches removed. Firstly,
Mr. Smith never said that he had
branches to be removed – rather he
said that many residents had com-
plained to him about the lack of branch
removal by the town. Secondly, if Mr.
Szpond was paying any attention he
would have heard at last month’s coun-
cil meeting and in a letter from Mr.
Mirabella in the August 18 edition of
The [SP-F] Times that the town has
told residents that it will not pick up
branches from homeowner’s trees and
that residents could pay $20 to
Westfield for a one-time dumping
permit and haul the branches them-
selves.

You’re entitled to your own opin-
ion, Mr. Szpond, but not your own
facts.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Commentary About The Garwood Casale Development

Introduction
This models the proposed Casale

project with the cost of government
to outline a financial plan for Garwood
Borough. No other options for the
proposed project are evaluated such
as “Reduce the Scope”, “Do Noth-
ing” or “Make a Park”.

Financial Plan
A financial plan is essential. Any

plan involves risks whereby some
elements will not be achieved and/or
the outcome will not be exactly as
hoped. Therefore the plan must have
a success scenario where something
is gained and risk is minimized.

The plan must guard against a worst-
case scenario and limit downside
impacts. A break-even plan itself
would be wrong. A plan with a loss
scenario would be a disaster for the
taxpayers.The proposed project, com-
pared to the size of Garwood, is one
of the largest in New Jersey, pro-
jected to increase the population of
the borough by 12 percent. This work
is done to encourage the borough
government to develop the best pos-
sible financial plan and present it to
the public for consideration.

Cost of Government
In 2016, property taxes pay for

87.2 percent of the $19.6 million
Garwood cost of government ($8.3
million for schools; $7.9 million for
municipal services and $3.4 million
for county tax). Cost of government
increases 3 percent per year com-
pounded such that 2019 cost is pro-
jected to be $21.4 million given no
change in population and no develop-
ment. There are 1,778 taxable entities
that share the property tax burden
($9,618 average per entity). Taxable
entities are comprised of a mix of
residential, retail and industrial.

Casale Project Summary
In 2019, the planned Casale devel-

opment would add 315 apartments
and nine retail stores to the Garwood
taxable entities. A population increase
of 500 is projected, raising the total to
4,726 residents (4,226 plus 500) – an
increase of 12 percent. It is projected
that the population increase would
add $2.53 million to the cost of gov-
ernment. A significant uncertainty in
the cost increase estimate is that for
schools, perhaps comprising up to
$1.06 million  of the $2.53 million
increase based on 55 new school en-
rollment at a 2019 per child cost of
$19,346 per year.

Discussion
1. Things are complex. It is impor-

tant that the current numbers are com-
plete based on what is known. The
end game is to come up with a plan
that is a winning scenario with mini-
mum risk. The Garwood council is
seeking help based on their request
for proposal (RFP) approval for ne-
gotiation lawyers. However, the best
negotiators can’t help if they don’t
know what a winning plan is.

2. Capital Recovery – Garwood is
faced with spending $2 million to 2.5
million now for a fire truck, profes-
sional services, etc. Liken to a mort-
gage, how much would Garwood have
to be paid back each year for the next
10 years to be made whole?

3. How should the cost of new
retail units be handled? The current
Garwood costs include retail —
Shoprite, etc. are in the mix already.
So using the current mix as a basis, is
relatively solid.

4. Several calculations were made
to assess the population increase ex-
pected from the project. Garwood’s
current residents per taxable entity
rate was used as the starting point.
The starting point is probably high
because this compares apartments to
mostly residential homes that exist
now in Garwood. The developer esti-
mates that the project would add 500
people (1.6 people per apartment in-
cluding 20 new school enrollments).
How many school enrollments is a
wild card and an expensive item.

What basis is there to judge, and/or
control, the actual numbers that would
result? Would the 32 to 130 afford-
able housing units skew the numbers
further?

5. Garwood current taxes are based
on 25 percent of homes having chil-
dren enrolled in the school system
(the lowest rate in Union County). By
comparison, Westfield has about the
highest rate at over 40 percent, which
substantially increases their property
tax.

6. Generally, the cost of local gov-
ernment is proportional to popula-
tion. It escalates (3 percent per year
compounded).

7. The more Garwood improves
the town, the higher the county tax
will be.

8. Sewers: RVSA needs a guaran-
teed minimum amount of money to
pay off substantial bond debt. If every
town in the RVSA system reduced
sewer flows by 10 percent, assess-
ments would still be the same.

9. All schools in the state spend
about $18,000 per student in 2015

(except higher for failed Abbott dis-
tricts). State aid softens the blow on
property taxes. Garwood gets about
10 percent of its school budget as
state aid. Westfield gets about 4 per-
cent. What will state aid be in the
future? Who knows? It is unlikely to
get better. So, a plan must consider all
of these uncertainties.

Conclusions
Garwood must receive from this

project all costs of government.
PILOT payments (payments in lieu

of taxes) that bypass any of the costs
of government must be rejected. Pro-
visions for risk and uncertainty must
be added to the planning.A plan that
is only break even is illogical, other-
wise why bother and why take the
risk? It is most likely that this project
will not reduce the property taxes of
existing residents.

Feasibility
This analysis indicates that for

Garwood to break even, $2.5 million
per year of increased revenue is re-
quired. Given risk and uncertainty,
$3 million per year (based on 2019
dollars, escalated at 3 percent per
year compounded) should be the fig-
ure to be included in the financial
plan. Is this feasible for the project
whereby 315 apartments are taxed at
$9,500 per year? Should school en-
rollment estimates change to plan for
lower school costs, about $500,000
per year plan cost reductions would
result. If so, $2.5 million per year
would be required by Garwood. At
this level, the apartments would be
taxed at about $8,000 per year.

Recommendations
1. Verify/update the numbers in

this report. Update the numbers as
changes to the project occur.

2. Conduct project feasibility.
Evaluate Garwood borough, renters
and developer expectations.

3. Consult with all applicable enti-
ties to obtain input (schools, county,
RVSA, police, state, etc.).

4. Contact and review projects from
other towns. Review their five-year
financial results. Where has this been
done before?

5. Immediately - prepare and
present the financial plan to the pub-
lic, regardless of how preliminary.
Confirm that it is feasible for the
developer.

6. Present the proposed developer
agreement to the public.

7. Hold a voter referendum seeking
residents’ approval.

8. List the alternatives.

2016 Government Expense ($MM) 2016 Government Revenue  ($MM)

E1  Schools

E2  Municipal

E2  County

R1  School Aid plus misc.

R2  Municipal Aid plus misc.

R3  County, n/a

R4  Property Tax (87.2% of Total)

ET $19.6 MM Total Expense RT $19.6 MM Total Revenue

Data from newspaper and Borough Website (difference due to rounding of values)

Other 2016 Data Reference Cash Flow Calculator

Z1  Sewer Assessment (included in E2)

Z2  School Enrollment

Z3  $ Cost per Enrollment

Formulae:

ET = RT

ET = E1+E2+E3

RT = R1+R2+R3+R4

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Spetches – The trimmings of skins

and hides, used for making glue
2. Drepanium – In botany, a sickle-

shaped cyme
3. Shote – A young pig
4. Limocolous – Living in mud

CARUCAGE
1. An uproar; clamor
2. A wolverine; badger
3. An itinerate tinker; vagrant; gypsy
4. Act of plowing

SMARAGDINE
1. Pertaining to a gray cobalt arsenide

used as a blue pigment
2. Pertaining to the emerald
3. Scarred; grooved
4. Having a look of disdain; sneering

WHIRRET
1. A perforated steel plate through

which pipe or wire is drawn to reduce its
diameter

2. To slap; to annoy
3. A small flesh-eating mammal re-

lated to the weasel, stoat and martens
4. A buzzing sound as made by the

rapid movement a bird’s or insect’s wings
LILT

1. One of the holes of a wind instru-
ment

2. To brush or comb
3. A gay, graceful song
4. A marsh at a river’s mouth

See more letters on page 5

BIKER BEEHIVE

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org
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When Public Input Is Frowned Upon
By Government, Democracy Withers
For those involved in Garwood, we

are well aware of the very large and
very high-density project proposed
for the Casale Factory property on
South and Center. The readers of The
Westfield Leader this year have seen
many letters written from January to
now by Garwood locals and officials
regarding this project. However, I
cannot shake this feeling that some-
thing is missing throughout this whole
procedure. When one looks at the
criteria, that the proposed project
would increase Garwood’s popula-
tion by 10 percent, housing units by
17 percent and push the rental ratio to
50 percent rentals, concerns are raised
and should be discussed carefully
between the government entities and
the public.

This project was kept pretty much
low profile and not advertised while
being discussed in the planning board
meetings in late 2015. The people
would have not been aware be it not
for coverage of The Westfield Leader.
Since I am normally involved in my
town as a volunteer or an appointee,
I wrote a letter with suggestions for
leverage in negotiations of the bor-
ough and approximately 20 sugges-
tions as to Garwood achieving infra-
structure items toward the betterment
of our town. In subsequent meetings
I asked twice about the letter and PB
(planning board) Chair Greet’s re-
sponse was, “we received your letter,
thank you.” We heard not even a
possibility of review or opinion. Then,
thanks to a group of residents, the last
two planning board meetings had 150
residents in attendance, most criticiz-
ing the size of the project. However,
again, we heard not even a possibility
of review or opinion toward the resi-
dents concerns, and the planning
board then approved the Casale rede-
velopment plan and forwarded it to
the [M&C] mayor and council for
their review and vote.

In a July council meeting public
comment period, I asked what are the
powers and the authority that the coun-
cil has toward their vote. The bor-
ough attorney basically gave a disser-
tation on the procedure of a redevel-
opment plan but never gave an opin-
ion toward what powers the council
has. I asked again and did not get a
clear answer. People in the council
room that night agreed that the ques-
tion was never answered. By the next
council meeting, I had researched a
statute, and noted to the council that
they have the power to amend or
revise the plan and asked exactly what

was meant by amend or revise. No
one answered nor thanked me for my
efforts. Leading up to the next council
meeting, I wrote a letter to the M&C
pointing out that no one on the gov-
erning bodies had experience with
the redevelopment ordinance nor with
such a large proposed project. For the
education of not only myself and the
public but the M&C themselves, my
letter asked 11 questions regarding
specific input that the council may
have prior to the vote. I asked this
letter be given to the borough attor-
ney since he may be versed on such an
ordinance. I pointed out that answer-
ing these questions would give a good
idea to the public just what concerns
and issues they should note to the
council for their deliberation. Twice,
in the public comment period I had
asked Mayor Lombardo to please
answer the questions in the letter.
Only one councilor responded toward
my question about the “point of no
return” where the project size could
not be changed, and she said that the
September 13th public hearing is not
considered the point of no return. But
she may be misled on that fact. For the
balance of questions, the public heard
not even a possibility of review or
opinion. So the public, the mayor and
council and its professionals left the
meeting without a clue as to what the
public hearing and council vote really
is all about or what is supposed to be
achieved.

From my research, this redevelop-
ment project appears to have violated
the Garwood Master Plan and even
the fair share housing plan that was
submitted and approved by a judge,
and is four times more dense as the
master plan calls for that property. I
do not know if this project is proper or
not. To me, the metrics noted above
appear to be too much of an outlier.
We find that other professionals out-
side of Garwood agree it’s too large.
But the public is left out of the loop
and is not even being educated as to
how they should formulate any argu-
ments to the M&C since the public
does not even know what the mayor
and council is able to do leading up to
their vote. The public has been locked
out of the governmental process ex-
cept for public hearings, which are by
law. When public thirst for knowl-
edge and input is frowned upon by
government entities, democracy with-
ers and dies; and so does the commu-
nity.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Letters to the Editor
Garwood Redevelopment, Citizens Ask
For Compromise Before It’s Too Late

Hopefully We Have Seen the Last of
Mr. Giaimis and His Supporters

An interesting piece in the Star-Led-
ger this week reported that Jerry Giaimis,
the former Scotch Plains municipal man-
ager, was fired this past week from his
new position as municipal township ad-
ministrator of Raritan Township after
barely more than one year on the job. The
news that Mr. Giaimis has been termi-
nated from the same post in Raritan Town-
ship after only a short time on the job
should come as no surprise to the resi-
dents of Scotch Plains. Giaimis ruled
township government in Scotch Plains
with a dictatorial fist, demeaning to both
residents and employees and following
the partisan lead of the then Republican-
controlled council.

Mr. Giaimis’ future in Scotch Plains
became seriously in doubt as a result of
the imminent change in leadership of the
township council following our last elec-
tion in 2014. Apparently seeing the writ-
ing on the wall, Giaimis resigned and the
outgoing lame duck Republican council
members needlessly voted to award him
over $100,000 in severance pay, a com-
pletely uncalled for golden parachute,
adding insult to injury to Scotch Plains
citizens. In short, this was a veritable gift
of Scotch Plains taxpayer’s money to a
man who by all rational accounts was a
disaster for Scotch Plains, outrageously
pushed through by Republicans after they
lost the election.

It is unclear exactly why Mr. Giaimis
was let go in Raritan Township. But
clearly something serious must have oc-
curred that caused the Raritan council, as
it was reported, to call for an emergency
executive session for the purpose of re-
moving him from his position. But my
greatest fear about Giaimis’ story isn’t
what he’s done in the past, but what he
might do in the future if the Republicans

regain control of our town council. Re-
publican mayoral candidate Al Smith
was a strong supporter of Giaimis and
many believe he intends to bring him
back to Scotch Plains if he is elected
mayor.

The only elected official at the time
who continually challenged the heavy-
handed tactics of Giaimis, and who ve-
hemently opposed his golden parachute
of taxpayer monies, was Mayor Kevin
Glover. That alone is reason enough to
support Mayor Glover for re-election:
Scotch Plains simply can’t afford four
more years of Smith and Giaimis.

Fortunately, Scotch Plains has moved
on for the better since Giaimis’ depar-
ture. We’ve seen an emergence of cul-
tural activities such as outdoor concerts
and movies, the first Fourth of July fire-
works celebration in the 28 years that
I’ve lived in Scotch Plains and a volun-
teer effort to beautify the downtown area.
Notably, all these activities have been
funded largely through donations. We
have seen substantial progress on resto-
ration of the Shady Rest Golf Club at
Scotch Hills, a historic site of national
significance neglected to the point of
near condemnation under previous Re-
publican administrations. And the former
Terry Lou Zoo property, which lay dor-
mant for over a decade under previous
Republican administrations, is showing
signs of life as a community garden and
a passive park for all to enjoy.

Moreover, all of these and many more
improvements in town have been imple-
mented without tax increases for the last
two years. Indeed I for one am hopeful
that we have seen the last of Mr. Giaimis
and his supporters.

John Thompson
Scotch Plains

A vote to adopt the ordinance for
the proposed 315-unit apartment re-
development project on South and
Center Streets in Garwood by Bor-
ough Council is set for Tuesday, Sep-
tember 13 at 7 p.m. at Lincoln School.
We are hoping many Garwood resi-
dents will come and speak out about
our town’s future.

Many of us have made a concerted
effort to learn about the transit devel-
opment plan by attending council
meetings, reaching out to council
members and the mayor to answer
our questions. Most Garwood resi-
dents agree that the redevelopment of
the Casale and Petro property would
be a welcome change, but the sheer
density of 315 units is hard to accept.
Although it seems that a transit-ori-
ented development – with rents set to
range from $2,200-$3,300 a month –
is “smart growth” as indicated by
research, no one knows the full im-
pact this will have on our town. The
target population will be
“millennials,” “divorced singles” and
“empty-nesters.” (These rents seem
quite high for millennials, many who
are forced to live at home with steep
college loans to repay on entry-level
job salaries.)

But when a proposal like this will
increase the town’s population by 13
percent (as cited by the developer,
Russo Development), or likely more,
one must question how this will im-
pact the town’s infrastructure, traffic
and services on this small town of
only 8/10ths of a square mile. Also,
this population percentage does not
account for the vacant property across
the street from this development (cor-
ner of South and West Street) or the
Paperboard building on North Av-
enue, which if more apartments are
placed, could push our rental to own-
ership ratios to 70 percent.

Although many residents would like
the number of units planned lowered,
we need to come up with options in
case this plan is adopted. It was stated
at the public planning board meeting
in April that the builder cannot go
below 280 to 290 due to the cleanup
cost of the land in order to make a
profit. We have nothing but the build-

ers word on this assertion. With that
said, if the amount cannot be low-
ered, it would make sense for the
council to investigate the option of
having a mixture of rental and pur-
chased units as well as renting to
doctors and other businesses outside
of just the nine retail stores that the
developer has included in the plan.

Another issue that has been brought
up is our town’s low-income housing
(COAH) obligations. Based on re-
cent court decisions, the number has
changed and changes every 10 years.
Neighboring towns like Westfield
have decided to put large projects on
hold until a firmer decision is made.
According the council meeting on
August 23, it was stated that Garwood
needs 99 more units for low/moder-
ate income housing as the worst case
scenarios but the number is not yet
fixed due to lawsuits since pending
regarding this issue. Our understand-
ing is Garwood just needs a working
plan of providing low/moderate hous-
ing, and it would be best for our town
to work toward a goal to provide this.
The developers should not hold this
over our heads as the reason why they
need to build so many units.

There is no question that redevel-
opment is good for Garwood. We
understand that these lots of land are
private property and that Petro Plas-
tic property is already owned by Russo
Development. What is needed is com-
promise. Examining options of hav-
ing rentals and purchased units, plus
more space for businesses to rent can
only help our town financially. This
will also help manage the number of
rentals. We encourage the residents
to stay informed on this issues and
upcoming issues regarding the prop-
erty across the street from this site
and the Paperboard property. We are
hopeful that the council, cayor and
planning board will pursue alterna-
tive options for mixed-use occupancy
as a compromise if this proposal goes
through, and listen to the residents of
Garwood.

Denise Ridente
Concerned Citizens of Garwood
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Former Dem Councilman Assails GW
GOP Over Development Reticence

“I’m concerned about the optics,”
Garwood Councilman Mathieu said at
the last council meeting expressing his
concern about council members voting
on adoption of the South Avenue Rede-
velopment Plan at the September 13
public hearing. He wants residents to
believe that it will be first time the
council members hear this plan. I be-
lieve that Garwood residents should be
concerned about Councilman
Mathieu’s inability to make a decision.
Wasn’t he elected to make decisions?
Shouldn’t he be more concerned about
the merits of the plan instead of ‘op-
tics’?

It’s funny how the councilman wasn’t
‘concerned about the optics’ when he
treated Garwood senior Pat DiFabio
disrespectfully and rudely at a public
meeting a few years ago when Mr.
DiFabio expressed a counter opinion
than Mr. Mathieu. He wasn’t ‘con-
cerned about the optics’ when he em-
barrassed the entire borough with his
ethnic slurs against Italian Americans
playing bocce ball. He wasn’t ‘con-
cerned about the optics’ when he at-
tempted to humiliate former Roselle
Park Mayor Joseph Accardi who was
providing Garwood residents with his
redevelopment experience at a public
session just this past April.

Every other week throughout their
term council members receive infor-
mation packets for upcoming meet-
ings. They are asked to make decisions
on items on the following council meet-
ing agenda. The week before planning
board meetings - which Mr. Mathieu
has been council liaison since January
– receive information packets on appli-
cations upon which they must vote.
Diligent council and board members
seek information before, and ask ques-
tion during, their meetings. They cast
their vote yes or no. They make deci-
sions. Council members Mathieu, Sarno
and Cuccaro don’t like to make deci-
sions until they conduct surveys of
Garwood residents and see which way
the particular residents they speak to
want them to vote. They prefer referen-
dums on subjects upon which they are
afraid to cast their votes.

I was fully aware when I voted to
restructure the Department of Public
Works and save the borough thousands
of dollars that I might lose my Novem-
ber election. But I cast my vote for what
I believed – and still do – was the best
decision for Garwood. No elected coun-
cilman since (including Mr. Mathieu)
has proposed to return the department
to its former structure. It must be work-
ing as our same DPW staff continues to
do a great job. (Even though council
members Mathieu, Sarno and Cuccaro
voted against their beloved DPW con-
tinuing to be able to do a great job when
they voted against buying a new gar-
bage truck. Seems a bit disingenuous,
doesn’t it?) Council members who say
they will only vote the way residents
want them to vote might as well resign
their positions and replace themselves
with polling machines. When every

Garwood voter votes, the machines
will tell us the decisions for the bor-
ough. I don’t think that Garwoodians
want that to be their representative gov-
ernment.

Councilman Mathieu – like most
Garwood residents – has been aware of
the South Avenue redevelopment for
years. He has had the plan itself since
the planning board reviewed it months
ago. Council members are not being
asked to vote after one public meeting
on the subject, but many. His ‘optical
concern’ is nothing more than another
stalling tactic. Since the council al-
ready agreed to vote after Labor Day –
at Mr. Mathieu’s request – he is now
employing a new tactic to just delay the
vote until after November when he
hopes to have a new Republican on
council to vote against it. I submit that
Councilman Mathieu is more concerned
about his election than he is about
Garwood. His team has finally publicly
recognized that most residents support
some type of development on the prop-
erties – admitting that it has to be better
than the current situation. The redevel-
opment process is long, and the Sep-
tember vote is just one of many more to
come – including a future vote on den-
sity. Considering Mr. Mathieu never
had a problem voting the night of a
public hearing in the past six years, he
shows that his concern is for his elec-
tion, not Garwood.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Watchung Reservation: When
Irresponsible People Manage It

The recent editorial [letter to edi-
tor] by one Lawrence Russo should
not have been published. For starters,
Mr. Russo’s argument is littered with
false information and slanderous lies.

Mainly, it is not illegal to ride bikes
in Watchung Reservation. There is no
such law or ordinance anywhere on
the books. More importantly is the
fact that under his watch, as self-
described chainsaw crew member, he
has totally failed at his position. Those
trails are so destroyed through mis-
management and laziness that they
are not only dangerous for cyclists
but anybody that wishes to use them
is at risk of serious injury. There are
complete washouts, loose rocks, cliffs,
fallen trees, overgrown plants, holes,
mud spots and mismanaged water
runoff. He and his group of trail “main-
tenance” cronies are negligent in their
responsibilities and should immedi-
ately resign and permit another well
trained, responsible and proven trail
maintenance group in there. A group
such as JORBA.

Throughout New Jersey and the
nation on a whole, there are numer-
ous examples of what happens when
trail systems are accessible to all citi-
zens. Mountain bikers have proven
that their involvement is beneficial.
Success stories abound. Trails such
as Fountainhead Regional Park in
VA, Swan Creek Park in WA, Bull
Mountain, GA, Oak Mountain, AL,
and many, many others are shining
examples of parks that were once
neglected but have been restored for
the shared use of all. Cyclists are
well-organized professionals that are

trained in the maintenance and care
of trail systems. They are respectful
of their environment and good stew-
ards of the trails. For example, hikers
will walk around a mud puddle thereby
widening the trail whereas cyclists
will ride through the puddle flatten-
ing down the dirt and leaving the trail
as narrow as possible. It has also been
proven that a typical hiking boot dis-
turbs the trail more that a standard
mountain bike tire. Mountain bikers
leave as little disturbance as possible.

There are rules they follow about
each other and what do to when ap-
proaching hikers. It is a well-orga-
nized and well-supported community.
The false caricature that Mr. Russo
paints is simply false. Mountain bik-
ers are not vulgar drunkards ripping
down the trails and swearing and
screaming at hikers. Mountain bikers
are professionals, accountants, attor-
neys, doctors, and contributing mem-
bers of the community. It’s an expen-
sive sport and the threshold to partici-
pate precludes this.

Watchung Reservation is a beauti-
ful natural resource and through the
mismanagement and wonton neglect
of a few, the park is useless to all that
live in Union County. What could be
a world-class example of what a park
should be is an embarrassment and a
perfect example of what happens
when irresponsible people are left to
manage it. It’s past time for those
guys to step aside so the park can be
enjoyed my all, not just the grumpy
few.

Thomas Dunn
Cranford

There Is No Law to Enforce re: Bike
Trails in Watchung Reservation

Last week the SP-F Times pub-
lished a letter from a reader detailing
his perceived fears should mountain
bikes be permitted on the trails of the
Watchung Reservation. Mr. Russo
paints a picture, which would lead
one to believe the trails are jammed
with gangs of rowdy mountain bik-
ers, destroying everything in their
path. He claimed continued trail dam-
age is due to the huge tires on moun-
tain bikes (an alleged banned activ-
ity) and finally he cast himself as one
of the “keepers of the trail”, a noble
endeavor.

After setting the stage with that
opening, how could anyone not agree
with him when he asks for County
Police enforcement of existing laws
basing his argument on the fact that
only one ticket has been issued in the
past 10 years?

Mr. Russo, could you point out

specific law, regulation, or ordinance
that the County Police should en-
force? Were you aware the single
ticket issued that has you so upset was
dismissed because there was no ordi-
nance that could be cited to uphold
the alleged violation?

What does exist is signage erected
some time ago banning bicycles on
the trails. Why these signs were
erected is anyone’s guess because
there is no public record in the ar-
chives of Union County indicating
the topic of cycling was discussed, an
ordinance proposed, public comment
sought and finally voted upon. So Mr.
Russo, given there is no law to en-
force, do you think it is reasonable
one group of residents of Union
County should be denied access to a
public space over another?

Henry Lubinski
Fanwood

Watchung Reservation Needs to Get
JORBA Involved for Bike Trails

How can horses be permitted in the
Watchung Reservation while bikes
are banned? I don’t have the thou-
sands of dollars required to ride a
horse there, but I do have an old bike,
which I would rather ride there than
take my life in my hands riding the
roads of New Jersey with all the texters
driving their SUV’s with their knees.

The trails in the Watchung Reser-
vation are in terrible condition, be-
cause they are not properly designed
or maintained. Union County needs

to get JORBA (Jersey Off Road Bi-
cycle Association) involved like at
the Washington Valley Park in
Somerset County, where the trails are
in great shape.

We, the mountain bikers of Union
County, want access to the Watchung
Reservation trails and transparency
in the process of the Freeholders de-
cisions regarding access to the
Watchung Reservation.

Tom Gockel
Westfield



Page 6  Thursday, September 1, 2016 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

– Obituaries –

John A. Boughtwood

John Alec Boughtwood, 79, Had
Long Career In Reinsurance Industry

John Alec Boughtwood, 79, of
Westfield passed away unexpectedly
at home on Monday, Au-
gust 22, 2016.

A native of the United
Kingdom, John was born
in Billericay, Essex, in
1937 and was a veteran
of the Royal Air Force.
John and his family
moved to the United
States in 1977 as part of a
40-plus-year career in the
reinsurance industry.
Prior to his retirement in
2001, he was employed
by Aon Benfield in New
York City.

John was a great fan of jazz and
classical music. He also loved sports
(especially the New York Yankees)
and had a lifelong love of travel. He
was blessed to have made many good
friends on both sides of the Atlantic
and beyond.

Mr. Boughtwood is survived by a
sister, Margaret, of Winchester, United

Kingdom; a son, Timothy, and his
fiancée, Lesley, of Long Branch, N.J.;

a son, David, and daugh-
ter-in-law, Paula, of East
Greenbush, N.Y., and a
daughter, Kathryn, of North
Plainfield, N.J., as well as
four loving grandchildren,
Anna, Christopher, Ethan
and Nicholas.

He was predeceased by
his wife, Elizabeth (née
Wells), in 1999.

Visitation and a life
celebration were held on
Friday, August 26, at the
Gray Funeral Home, 318
East  Broad Street ,

Westfield. For online condolences,
go to grayfuneralhomes.com.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Cerebral Palsy of North
Jersey (CPNJ) online at cpnj.org/how-
to-help/ or CPNJ, 220 South Orange
Avenue, Suite 300, Livingston, N.J.
07039.

September 1, 2016

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad:
Teens and Prescription Drugs

Parents are usually diligent about
talking to their kids about drugs and
alcohol. However, when they think of
drugs, most tend to focus on mari-
juana, heroin, cocaine and other well-
known street drugs. Often overlooked
are the drugs sitting in their own medi-
cine cabinets.

Prescription drug abuse among teens
is a national health crisis. A survey
launched by The Partnership at
Drugfree.org, in conjunction with the
MetLife Foundation, “showed that 24
percent of high school students —
more than five million kids — have
abused these medications.” Many have
done so before their 14th birthdays. It
also showed that 56 percent of these
drugs were found right at home. Friends
are also a common source of different
types of drugs. Kids who are on Ritalin
and Adderall will sometimes share
these drugs with schoolmates who do
not suffer from ADHD.

There also seems to be a miscon-
ception among not only teens but
their parents as well that prescription
drugs are somewhat safer than street
drugs. After all, they were dispensed
by a doctor. However, any drugs taken
that are not used to treat a particular
symptom or prescribed for a particu-
lar individual whose weight and tol-
erance are taken into account can
lead to dangerous consequences.

Therefore, it is important to keep
track of all medications and keep them
in a safe place. Some painkillers, like
Oxycontin, contain opioids, which can
mimic the effects of heroin. Taking
these can cause low blood pressure
and a slow breathing rate, and in some
cases, can actually suppress breath-

ing. Anti-anxiety medications and seda-
tives such as Xanax and Valium can
also cause these symptoms along with
memory problems. Overdoses often
lead to coma and death. Stimulants,
such as Ritalin and Adderall, can cause
heart problems, dangerously high body
temperatures, high blood pressure, as
well as seizures and hallucinations if
not taken as directed.

If you notice any of these symptoms
in your teenage son or daughter (or any
person), call 911 to obtain medical
help immediately. There are medica-
tions such as Narcan that can reverse
the effects of narcotics, and possibly
save his or her life. This is why it is
crucial to get help as soon as possible.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is
a volunteer organization of Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors. With over
90 volunteers, the squad answers calls
not only in Scotch Plains but in sur-
rounding towns as well when needed.
Besides answering calls, the public
will see squad ambulances at many
special events held in town, such as
Scotch Plains Day, the Memorial Day
Parade, high school football games,
and the summer concerts on the Vil-
lage Green. The squad also is avail-
able to provide demonstrations for
Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops,
clubs and any other group that may be
interested in what the squad does. In
addition, the squad lends out wheel-
chairs, crutches, canes and other as-
sorted medical equipment free of
charge. Members of the community
are encouraged to reach out to the
squad if there is something the squad
can do for them. The squad can be
reached at
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com
or (908) 322-2103 for non-emergen-
cies.

* * *
Contributing Author: Susan

Baldani, a life member of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

Fall Registration Is Open
For Westfield Recreation

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Recreation Department has an-
nounced that registration is open for
all Fall programs. Among the offer-
ings for adults are a Tai Chi program
on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. and a Zumba
Fitness Class on Mondays at 7:30
p.m. There also is Cardio Tennis on
Tuesdays or Sunday mornings at 9:30
a.m. or 10:30 a.m.; no playing expe-
rience is necessary.

The department additionally will
offer Adult Tennis for beginners and
intermediate levels on Sundays
starting the end of September. Adult
enrichment courses include Adult
Fashion and Guitar for beginners or
those just needing a “refresher” les-
son. Details on each program are
available on the department’s
website, westfieldnj.gov/recreation.

After-school enrichment pro-
grams for youngsters include Fash-
ion Design, Junior Science Lab,
Creative Art Lab, Lego Tech Plus,
Dining Etiquette, Social Etiquette,
Voice Lessons, Intro to Rock, and
Lego-Engineering. Classes are
scheduled to start the end of Sep-
tember. Kids also can participate
this fall in Tennis and Golf Clinics,
Fall Camps, as well as weekly
United Soccer Academy Soccer
classes and weekly USSI Multi-
Sports classes. Sport classes are
offered for ages 2 to 14. Parent &
Me classes also are available. For
details on all programs, check the
“Rec Room” brochure.

There also is an opportunity to sign
up for Fall Camps for when children are
out of school. The USA and USSI
instructors will host mini-camps for

ages 3 to 14 on the following dates:
October 3, 4, 10 and 12 and November
10 and 11. Soccer, Lacrosse, Track and
Field, Multi-Sports and Golf are just a
few of the sports available. Also, back
by popular demand, the “Get Better 3-
on-3 Basketball Challenge” with Coach
James Lane will be featured on Tues-
day, October 4, for grades 6 to 9. Inter-
ested persons are advised to register
early, as all classes are offered on a first-
come, first-served basis.

For additional information, visit
the website westfieldnj.gov/recre-
ation for a copy of “The Rec Room”
program brochure. Interested persons
also are invited to visit
FaceBook.com/WestfieldRecreation
or contact the Westfield Recreation
Department at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, at (908) 789-4080 or by e-
mail at recreation@westfieldnj.gov.

Cranford Rec. Plans
Fall Registration

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department has
announced that registration for fall
programs (Session 1) will begin on
Saturday, September 17, at 9 a.m., at
the Cranford Community Center. Par-
ticipants may register in person or
online at register.communitypass.net/
cranford. The Cranford Community
Center is located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue.

A department brochure was mailed
to all Cranford residents and also can
be found online at cranford.com/rec.
For more information, call (908) 709-
7283. These programs are for
Cranford residents only.

SUPPORT FOR LIBRARY...Fanwood Memorial Library Director Dan Weiss,
second from left, expresses appreciation for the 2016 Union County Library Grant
the Fanwood Library recently received from the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. He is joined by Freeholder Vice Chairman Sergio Granados, far left,
Freeholder Al Mirabella and Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski.

Fanwood Library Among
County Grant Recipients

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Memorial Library has received a grant
in the amount of $7,498.34 from the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders. The grant was awarded Au-
gust 18 as part of the 2016 Union
County Library Grant awards.

The county grant program is funded
with non-tax dollars for the benefit of
local, non-school libraries. It is de-
signed to help libraries upgrade fa-
cilities, programming and materials
that directly benefit children’s litera-
ture and activities.

“It’s wonderful to have the support
of the Union County Freeholders who
have, for the second year now, pro-
vided this generous grant to libraries
in the county,” commented Fanwood
Library Director Dan Weiss. “The
funding will be used to great effect
here in Fanwood and have a direct
and positive impact on our ability to
serve the community.”

The Fanwood Memorial Library,
located at 5 Forest Road, will use the

funds to support a storytelling series
for children, robotics programs for
teens and tweens, books and other
items such as the new library book
bike. The library book bike is
Fanwood’s small-town answer to a
book mobile. The mobile program
will take the library directly out into
the community.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
added, “The library book bike will
help our library’s resources reach
more Fanwood residents, and make
reading more accessible to those who
can’t visit the library in person.”

The Library Grants Program is part
of Freeholder Chairman Bruce
Bergen’s “Union County at Work and
Play” 2016 initiative for countywide
economic development and quality
of life improvements. For more infor-
mation on all of the 2016 Chairman’s
Initiatives, visit ucnj.org. Further in-
formation about the Fanwood Me-
morial Library and its programs is
available at fanwoodlibrary.org.

Mountainside Library Posts
Programs For September

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
released its schedule of programs
for September. Patrons are reminded
that the library will be closed on
Saturday, September 3, through
Monday, September 5, in obser-
vance of Labor Day.

Tuesday Night Movies will include
Burnt (R) on September 6; The
Dresser (not rated) on September 13;
My Big Fat Greek Wedding 2 (PG-
13) on September 20, and Hail, Cae-
sar! (PG-13) on September 27. All
films will be screened at 6:30 p.m.

Brown Bag Academy will con-
tinue on Mondays in September at
1:15 p.m. The Great Courses Sum-
mer School session has ended and
the Fall Semester began on August
22 with a new course. Participants
have an opportunity to broaden their
knowledge without homework or
exams. Featured will be lectures by
Professor Stephen Ressler of the
United States Military Academy at
West Point on “Everyday Engineer-
ing: Understanding the Marvels of
Daily Life.” Attendees are encour-
aged to bring their lunch; coffee,
tea and cookies will be served for
dessert. Interested persons are urged
to come early to ensure a seat.

The Friday Opera on Film series,
sponsored by the T. Robel Hill Foun-
dation, will return for its fifth season
on September 9 at 1 p.m. Mena
Clemson will present the ever-popular
Carmen by Georges Bizet, starring a
young Placido Domingo as Don José
and Elena Obraztsova as Carmen. Di-
rected by Franco Zeffirelli, this 1978
recording of a legendary performance
features the Orchestra and Chorus of
the Wiener Staatsoper under the direc-
tion of Carlos Kleiber.

Saturday Musical Getaways will

feature “Happy Trails: Country Clas-
sics” on Saturday, September 10, from
2 to 3 p.m. Gerard and Diane Barros
of “A Carole King Tribute” fame will
return to the library for another per-
formance from their repertoire. This
time, the husband and wife/keyboard
and guitar duo will perform a unique
mix of country pop hits throughout
the years, by such artists as Linda
Ronstadt, Patsy Cline, Willie Nelson,
Lady Antebellum, Eddie Rabbitt,
Johnny and June Carter Cash and
some “one-hit wonders” as well.

“Guided Meditation for Inner
Peace” will be presented on Thurs-
day, September 15, at 7:30 p.m. Sally
Younghans will return after a summer
break for her monthly yoga series.
Each month participants explore and
experience the most talked-about, evi-
dence-based meditation techniques
for inner peace, overall well-being
and stress reduction. This month Ms.
Younghans will explore the Counting
Breath Technique — a simple tech-
nique that individuals can access any-
time, anywhere they need it.

“Social Security Workshop” will
take place on Thursday, September
29, from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Neil Berger
developed a seminar for employees
entitled “67 is the New 65 — Social
Security Basics” while director of
human resources at a major corpora-
tion. He will present an expanded
and revised version of this program.
A separate talk on Medicare will be
scheduled in the future. Mr. Berger
is not affiliated with a financial orga-
nization, nor is he selling a service or
product.

To register for these programs, visit
the library or call (908) 233-0115. The
Mountainside Public Library is lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza,
Mountainside.

CSH Slates Free Workshop
Sept. 29 on Planned Giving

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Children’s Specialized Hospital
(CSH) Foundation will host a free
workshop on planned giving on Thurs-
day, September 29, from noon to 2
p.m., at Echo Lake Country Club,
515 Springfield Avenue, Westfield.
The workshop will feature a panel
discussion on the Charitable IRA with
planning experts Barbara Franz-
Doyle, Esq., Michael Miller and Tho-
mas Phelan, Esq.

A non-profit organization, CSH
serves children and adolescents fac-
ing special health challenges — from
chronic illnesses and complex physi-
cal disabilities like brain and spinal
cord injuries to developmental and
behavioral issues like autism and
mental health.

Working with parents and families,
CSH’s award-winning doctors, re-
searchers and pediatric specialists
depend on the generosity of donors to
discover new and innovative ways to

help more children overcome their
health challenges. All donations go
directly to helping the hospital pio-
neer new specialized children’s care
and serve more children in need.

An individual age 70½ years old
or older can use a Charitable IRA as
a simple way to donate to a non-
profit and receive tax benefits in
return. A person can give up to
$100,000 from their IRA directly to
a qualified charity without having to
pay income taxes on the money.
There is no longer an expiration date
so donors are free to make annual
gifts now and well into the future.

The workshop will include lunch.
Interested persons are asked to respond
by Thursday, September 22, to (908)
301-5561, or foundation@childrens-
specialized.org.

For more information about plan-
ning a future gift with the Children’s
Specialized Hospital Foundation, visit
childrens-specialized.org/giving.

St. Bart’s Luminaries
To Commemorate 9/11
SCOTCH PLAINS — St.

Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church will commemorate
15 years since the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001 by lighting a
luminary for each person who per-
ished on 9/11 and displaying them on
church grounds after a special 5 p.m.
Mass on Saturday, September 10.

Individuals can sponsor a luminary
for $5, with the proceeds going to the
WTC Memorial Gold Club Scholar-
ship, which provides college scholar-
ships to those affected by 9/11.

The church is located at 2032
Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains. For
more information on sponsoring a
luminary, visit
stbcommunityoutreach.com or con-
tact Elaine Coupe, Community Out-
reach director, at (908) 322-5192,
extension no. 141.

ESL Classes Open
To Summit Residents
SUMMIT — This fall, Literacy New

Jersey will offer English as a Second
Language (ESL) classes to assist the
City of Summit’s immigrant popula-
tion. They will be held at Summit High
School, 125 Kent Place Boulevard,
Summit. Registration for Fall ESL
classes will take place on Thursday,
September 8, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.,
in Room 112 at the high school.

Students of all levels are welcome.
Volunteer tutors, trained and certi-
fied by Literacy New Jersey, will
lead the classes. Lessons will be or-
ganized around topics of general in-
terest to students, such as family,
health, shopping and American cus-
toms and practices.

Classes are limited to Summit resi-
dents over the age of 18, and will start
off once a week on Thursday evenings
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Beginning in
October a conversation class will be
added on Tuesday nights. The classes
are free; there is a small fee for books.

For more information or to regis-
ter, call Literacy New Jersey at (908)
486-1777 or e-mail
bhathaway@literacynj.org.

A MOTHER’S STORY...Ty, second from right, a former Raphael’s Life House
mom who shared her experience at last year’s golf tournament dinner, is pictured
with Cranford residents and golf committee members, from left to right, Donna
Maginelli, Barbara Bilger, Ann Beams and co-founder of Raphael’s Life House,
Edie Coogan. This year’s benefit will take place on Monday, October 3, at the
Colonia Country Club.

Golf Tourney to Benefit
Raphael’s Life House

AREA — The 13th Annual Golf
Tournament to benefit Raphael’s
Life House will be held on Mon-
day, October 3, beginning at 10
a.m., at Colonia Country Club. The
$225 golf fee includes a full break-
fast, barbecue dinner with cock-
tails, and many raffle prizes and
golf contest awards. This year the
two “Hole-In-One” prizes are a
2016 Buick from Miller Buick
GMC in Woodbridge and a Rolex
watch donated by Martin Jewelers
in Cranford.

Raphael’s Life House, founded
by Cranford residents Edie Coogan
and Mary Orrico, is Covenant
House New Jersey’s Mother Child
Program, and provides non-sectar-
ian transitional housing for home-
less, pregnant women and their
babies when born, for up to one
year. The goal is to assist the women
in establishing an independent liv-
ing situation for themselves and
their babies.

The house shelters 12 women at

one time. Each mother shares quar-
ters with her baby in a safe, homey
environment. The women in the pro-
gram are 18 to 23 years old, alco-
hol- and drug-free, mentally and
physically capable of caring for
themselves and their babies, and
willing to obey the house rules while
either working or going to school.

Since opening in December
1993, Raphael’s Life House has
cared for and housed more than
600 women and babies.

Ruth and Tom Sharkey of
Cranford are sponsoring this year’s
tournament, and there also are sev-
eral levels of tournament sponsor-
ships still available, as well as ad
pages in the tournament ad jour-
nal. All proceeds from the golf tour-
nament will be used for the sole
benefit of the women and babies
housed at Raphael’s Life House.

For information on tickets, spon-
sorships or journal ads, contact Ann
Beams at (908) 272-5608 or
abeams4@gmail.com.

Kenilworth Hist. Soc. Offers
Mohegan Sun Excursion

KENILWORTH — The
Kenilworth Historical Society will
host a bus trip to Mohegan Sun Ca-
sino in Uncasville, Conn., on Satur-
day, October 22.

The trip will depart at 8 a.m. from St.
Theresa’s School parking lot, 540 Wash-
ington Avenue, Kenilworth, and return
to Kenilworth at approximately 9 p.m.
The $53 cost includes motor coach
transportation, an approximate six-hour
visit to the casino, which additionally
houses a wide range of distinctive shops
and popular restaurants, and a package

that includes a $15 coupon for the
casino’s buffet or another type of meal,
and a $10 free bet coupon.

There will be complimentary door
prizes on the bus. For further informa-
tion and reservations, call (908) 709-
0434 or (908) 709-0391. As space is
limited on this popular outing, it is
suggested that reservations be made
early to ensure availability. Payment is
requested by Wednesday, October 12.

Gift certificates for the trip are avail-
able for purchase. Proceeds will ben-
efit the Kenilworth Historical
Society’s circa 1880 Oswald J.
Nitschke House by helping to defray
the cost of an elevator that makes the
newly restored “living history” mu-
seum and cultural arts center fully
accessible to everyone.

Other events that the Kenilworth
Historical Society will present this fall
include “Twist and Shout With The
Beatles” Dinner and Show on Friday,
September 23, for which advance res-
ervations by Friday, September 9, are
requested by calling (908) 709-0434
or (908) 709-0391; the Kenilworth
Communitywide Garage Sale the
weekend of October 1 and 2; “Four
Centuries in a Weekend at the Nitschke
House,” featuring a living history pro-
gram and exhibit entitled “James
Arthur: The Story of 100 Houses in
100 Days,” on October 15 and 16;
Oktoberfest dinner and entertainment
on Sunday, October 23, and an “Old-
Fashioned Christmas at the Nitschke
House” on Sunday, December 4.

The Kenilworth Historical Society
is an independent, volunteer-based,
non-profit, tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) or-
ganization dedicated to the research,
preservation and interpretation of the
Oswald J. Nitschke House, local his-
tory and culture.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16003712

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-019527-15

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, N.A. AS INDEN-
TURE TRUSTEE FOR THE REGISTERED
NOTEHOLDERS OF RENAISSANCE HOME
EQUITY LOAN TRUST 2007-1

VS.
Defendant: RICHARD J. KOLLMAR AND

JOAN L. KOLLMAR
Sale Date: 09/28/2016
Writ of Execution: 05/21/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Seventy-Four Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-
Three and 38/100*** $574,423.38.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Mountainside, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 320
Cherry Hill Road, Mountainside, New Jersey
07092.

TAX LOT # 10, Block # 5.16.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 000.322 AC
NEAREST CROSS STREET: SAWMILL

ROAD
Taxes:
Current through 2nd Quarter of 2016*

*Plus interest on these figures through date of
payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred One Thousand
Four Hundred Fifteen and 51/100*** $601,415.51
together with lawful interest and costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 09/01, 09/08, 09/15
& 09/22/16 Fee: $191.76

Calvary Food Court
To Benefit Squad

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church, 108 Eastman Street,
Cranford, will host an International
Food Court to benefit the Cranford
First Aid Squad from noon to 2 p.m.
on Sunday, September 11.

Participants will have an opportunity
to sample foods from area restaurants.
An ambulance, fire truck and police car
will be available for children’s tours.
Music also will be featured. The charge
is $10 per person. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 276-2418.
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Rev. Smith to Preach About
Peace at Cranford Church

CRANFORD — The Service and
Mission Team of the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Cranford has an-
nounced that the Reverend Brooks
Smith will preach on Peacemaking
Sunday, October 2.

A native of Chicago, Ill. and Al-
bany, N.Y., Reverend Smith was se-
nior pastor of the Watchung Avenue
Presbyterian Church in North
Plainfield for 30 years. Prior to com-
ing to Watchung Avenue, he served
churches in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio
and Allentown, Pa.

Reverend Smith received his
bachelor’s degree in economics and
history from Wesleyan University and
his Divinity Degree from Colgate
Rochester Divinity School. He also
holds a Master of Science degree
from the New School University in
non-profit management.

A longtime activist for peace, Rev-
erend Smith in 1964 participated in
the Mississippi Freedom Summer
Project which shaped his call to be a
pastor. In the early 1980s, he partici-
pated in the Presbyterian Church pro-
gram “Witness for Peace,” which sent
representatives to Nicaragua to wit-
ness the turmoil that was raising havoc
in that country. While at Watchung
Avenue Presbyterian Church, he led
his youth groups on annual mission
trips to the Dominican Republic,
Mexico and Nicaragua and has led

mission trips to other countries in
Central and South America. During
his time at Watchung Avenue, he led
the creation of a housing corporation,
opened an after-school program and
started a refugee center. He also served
on the Advisory Board for Presbyte-
rian Disaster Assistance which in-
cluded making a trip to Haiti after the
earthquake there.

Currently, Reverend Smith is the
Parish Associate at the Bound Brook
Presbyterian Church. Other activities
include serving as chairman of the
Disaster Preparedness and Response
Commission of the Presbytery of
Elizabeth, working with the Union
County Long Term Recovery Group
for Hurricane Sandy and volunteer-
ing his experience and energy with
Peaceworks, an organization work-
ing to better the lives of the poor in
Nicaragua. He also will once again
lead the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford’s Mission Trip to Nicara-
gua in January.

Reverend Smith and his wife, Gail,
a retired guidance counselor and di-
rector, reside in North Plainfield. They
have two sons, Steven and Drew, and
three grandchildren.

The First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford is located at 11 Springfield
Avenue. Sunday services are at 10
a.m. For further information, call the
church office at (908) 276-8440.

Jumble Store Reopens
With Special Sales Coming

CRANFORD — The Junior League
of Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP) has
announced that The Jumble Store, its
non-profit thrift shop located at 110
Walnut Avenue, Cranford, has re-
opened for the 2016-2017 year. Do-
nations received during the summer
are now available for purchase, so the
JLEP encourages customers to shop
early for the best selections.

The Jumble Store is open Wednes-
day and Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Thursday, 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., and
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. It is
closed Sunday through Tuesday.
Donations are welcome during store
business hours.

The Jumble Store serves as the
primary fundraiser for the JLEP. All
proceeds help fund the Career Closet,
which provides free career wear to
women re-entering the workforce; the
Teen Closet, which provides résumé
and college application instruction,

and free career wear to underserved
high-school seniors; and college
scholarships to deserving high-school
seniors.

The JLEP also has posted the dates
for upcoming special sales at the
Jumble Store.

The Bag Boutique kicked off Au-
gust 31 and will continue through
Saturday, September 3.

A Halloween Costume Sale will be
held Saturday, September 24.

A Winter Coat Sale will take place
Friday and Saturday, October 14
and 15.

Interested persons are invited to
follow The Jumble Store on
Facebook – thejumblestore;
Twitter@jlepjumblestore; and
Instagram — thejumblestore.

For more information, contact (908)
276-0222 or jumblestore@jlepnj.org.

READY TO JUMBLE...The Jumble Store, operated by the Junior League of
Elizabeth-Plainfield, has now reopened for the 2016-2017 season, with recent
donations available for purchase. It is located at 110 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

CARNIVAL KIDS...The Cranford Public Library recently completed its annual
Summer Reading Program, the theme of which was “On Your Mark, Get
Set…Read!” Together, the children of Cranford read for 16,757 hours. The
program ended with a carnival August 11 celebrating the hard work of all the
Summer Reading participants. More than 300 people braved the heat to play
games, win prizes, create crafts, have their faces painted by an artist from
ArteVino, and take a spin on the Fun Bus. For a list of other programs coming up,
visit the library Webpage at cranford.com/library.

UCTC Hebrew School Offers
Grades K-2 at No Charge

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Torah Center Hebrew
School offers a stimulating yet
friendly environment where chil-
dren embrace their Jewish roots
and gain a true sense of Jewish
pride, no matter their level of ob-
servance or affiliation.

The Torah Center Hebrew School
is an innovative school that pro-
vides an academic and enjoyable
environment where children ac-
quire a broad knowledge of Juda-
ism through a motivating and chal-
lenging venue. Through Hebrew
reading, writing, Jewish history,
holidays and more, the students
gain an appreciation for the joys,

values and traditions of their heri-
tage as it is vividly brought to life
by the dedicated and enthusiastic
teachers whose creativity and dy-
namism make every lesson a unique
learning experience.

Jewish values and tradition are
taught and brought down to the
children in a creative, joyful, hands-
on and interesting way. The hands-
on learning style encourages the
children to be active rather than
passive learners.

“Our school’s underlying ap-
proach is for the children to enjoy
the time spent at Hebrew School so
that they are left with positive ex-
periences and a greater apprecia-
tion for Jewish education,” ex-
plained Shira Nashofer, director of
the Hebrew School. The program
is thus carefully blended with
games, incentives, crafts, family
celebrations and other exciting ex-
tracurricular activities.

The Hebrew School is located at
the Torah Center, 111 Laurel Place,
West, Westfield. Classes are held
on Sunday mornings from 9:30 a.m.
to noon. The Torah Center is offer-
ing an extra incentive for parents
to send their children before third
grade through not charging for Kin-
dergarten to second grade. Bar and
Bat Mitzvah preparation also is
provided. No synagogue affiliation
or membership is required. To
schedule an appointment, call (908)
789-5252 or e-mail
info@torahcenter.org.

9/11 Memorial Service
Is Set In Cranford

CRANFORD — The Cranford
World Trade Center Committee and
the Cranford Clergy Council will host
a 9/11 Memorial Service on Sunday,
September 11, at  7 p.m. It will take
place in Cranford’s WTC Park at
Springfield and North Union Avenues.

This event will honor those who
lost their lives in the September 11,
2001 attacks including family, friends,
first responders and all who were
affected by this tragedy. All are wel-
come to attend. In case of inclement
weather, the service will be held at the
First Presbyterian Church across the
street from the park.

For more information, call Jerry
Dobbins at (908) 447-2492.

Genealogical Society to Host
County ‘Meet and Greet’

WESTFIELD — Representatives
from area libraries and historical so-
cieties will present their stories and
a snapshot of the materials they have
to offer at the general meeting of the
Genealogical Society of the West
Fields (GSWF) on Thursday, Sep-
tember 8, at 1 p.m. It will take place
at the Westfield Memorial Library,
550 East Broad Street, Westfield.

“We are promoting these collec-
tions so that we can develop a ca-
maraderie and share information and
resources,” said GSWF President
Nancy Humphrey. “As it is now,
each project is a ‘re-invention of
the wheel’ and drains time and re-
sources. We hope to develop com-
mon ideas and goals and invite the
public to take advantage of the many
wonderful materials that these or-

ganizations possess. The Internet
does not offer everything and it is
not a substitute for hands-on per-
sonal contact.”

This meeting will introduce repre-
sentatives from several organizations
who will give a short overview of
their collections and any other infor-
mation that they feel is important to
relate. “We had such a great response
to our invitation that we quickly re-
alized that we need a second date,”
said Ms. Humphrey. That second
meeting will take place at a date later
in the fall to be announced.

The public is invited to both
events, as always, and they are free
of charge. The presentations will be
followed by refreshments, and the
various “ambassadors” will be avail-
able for questions and comments
from all. Handouts and Internet links
will be offered as well.

 Before                                                            After

Time to “Deflate Your
Weight” at Jeni-Fit Studios

Ms. Tara Meagher and Kyle Nelson

Ms. Tara Meagher
To Wed Kyle Nelson

After a summer of too much food
and struggling through the same rou-
tine and diet without success, there’s
no better time to participate in the
Deflate Your Weight (DYW) Chal-
lenge! DYW is a proven 9-week pro-
gram that focuses on nutrition, exer-
cise and improving your habits to last
a lifetime. DYW will provide you
with the tools needed to succeed.

Best of all, it will give you a fit
body and mind. Join the challenge
this September and have the chance
to win a new Fitbit®! The client with
the most significant percentage of
body weight lost wins a Fitbit®!

Members of DYW describe Jeni-
Fit Studios as a fitness family. “It’s
unlike other options out there. At Jeni-
Fit no matter what size or fitness
level, every member feels comfort-
able. The talented staff goes above
and beyond to guide you. DYW will
make you accountable.” DYW is tai-
lored to each client’s unique needs,
goals, fitness aptitude and lifestyle.

The DYW program supports cli-
ents with weekly in-person discus-
sion groups, a private FaceBook com-
munity, text support messages and
exercise accountability. Your team
includes coaching from a registered
dietitian, a whole health nutritionist,
a psychologist and Nationally Certi-
fied Trainers. DYW is an exclusive
whole health program that empowers
you to change.

Jeni-Fit Studios is the area’s pre-
mier concierge fitness company lo-
cated at 345 North Avenue in
Garwood. To keep exercise fun and
sustainable, the studio offers a vari-
ety of exercise options for men,
women and teens in an intimate set-
ting with dedicated instructors. Pro-
grams include Spin, Barre, Boxing,
Circuit Classes, Shred, TRX,
Kettlebell, Yoga and more.

DYW will run from September 21-
November 16.

JF introduces Journey-Fit our first
luxury, active travel program starting
October 26th. Call (908)-654-3300
or visit www.Jeni-Fit.com to register.

Jeni-Fit Studios….. Where Change
Happens. Ready? Our motto at Jeni-
Fit is: “if it doesn’t challenge you, it
doesn’t change you.” Mention this
article to receive a free DYW wel-
come gift.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16003686

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-002003-16

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: VANITA CLAIBORNE, OVER-

LOOK HOSPITAL, MIDDLESEX SURGERY
CENTER, ACB RECEIVABLES MANAGEMENT
INC CENTER FOR AMBULATORY PAIN MAN-
AGEMENT & ASSIGNEE OF AMBULATORY
ANETHESIA CARE

Sale Date: 09/28/2016
Writ of Execution: 05/17/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Eighty-Eight Thousand Nine Hundred Nine and
50/100*** $188,909.50.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD in the County of UNION, and
the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 2 Block 4002 f/k/a Lot 5 Block 506.
Commonly known as 612 Ripley Place,

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)

137.50 x 50 x 137.50 x 50.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the South-

erly line of Ripley Place, 125 feet from the South-
easterly line of Cocciola Place.

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Ninety-Four
Thousand Six Hundred Eighty-Four and 35/100***
$194,684.35 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 09/01, 09/08, 09/15
& 09/22/16 Fee: $185.64

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16003646

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-8561-14

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE FOR THE
HOLDERS OF NEW CENTURY HOME EQUITY
LOAN TRUST, SERIES 2005-A, ASSET
BACKED PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES

VS.
Defendant: MARC I BRODY; MIRIAM BRODY,

HUSBAND AND WIFE; JPMORGAN CHASE
BANK, NA; SILVER REPORTING SERVICES;
EDWIN SILVER, PRESIDENT

Sale Date: 09/21/2016
Writ of Execution: 03/29/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred
Ninety-Eight Thousand Four Hundred Ninety-
Two and 20/100*** $698,492.20.

MUNICIPALITY: Westfield
COUNTY: UNION; STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 994 Woodmere Drive.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 201 fka 154;

LOT: 50 fka 29.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 138.33 feet x 148.90

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Sunnywood

Drive.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any):
WESTFIELD TOWNSHIP/SEWER ACCT#131

holds a claim for taxes due and/or other munici-
pal utilities such as water and/or sewer in the
amount of $170.00 as of 01/01/2016.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Thirty Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Forty-Two and 95/100***
$730,742.95 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 08/25, 09/01, 09/08
& 09/15/16 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16003536

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021434-14

Plaintiff: DITECH FINANCIAL LLC
VS.
Defendant: MAURO A. DIGIUSEPPE; DEBRA

L. DIGIUSEPPE
Sale Date: 09/14/2016
Writ of Execution: 04/27/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Two Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty-One
and 98/100*** $382,961.98.

Municipality: Fanwood
Street Address: 81 Shady Lane, Fanwood,

New Jersey 07023.
Tax Lot: 30, Tax Block: 77
Approximate dimensions: 77.22 x 103.49 x

104.07
Nearest cross street: Highview Court.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ninety-Three

Thousand Four Hundred Ninety-Eight and 92/
100*** $393,498.92 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PLUESE, BECKER & SALTZMAN, LLC
20000 HORIZON WAY
SUITE 900
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-1700
4 T - 08/18, 08/25, 09/01
& 09/08/16 Fee: $150.96

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16003642

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-011309-13

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: PATRICK JOSEPH BURKE JR.,

HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES, AND HIS, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; MARGARET A. BURKE, INDIVIDU-
ALLY AND AS EXECUTRIX OF THE ESTATE
OF KEVIN M. BURKE, DECEASED; SEAN
BURKE, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS ADMINISTRA-
TOR OF THE ESTATE OF PATRICK JOSEPH
BURKE, JR., DECEASED; DONALD MEE; ROB-
ERT J. FALLON, M.D.; STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 09/21/2016
Writ of Execution: 05/23/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Nine Thousand Two Hundred Sixty-Nine and 66/
100*** $409,269.66.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 7 RAINIER
ROAD, FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023-4402.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 13, BLOCK 72 on the
official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of FANWOOD.

Dimensions: 80 FEET X 161 FEET X 45 FEET
X 150 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: GLENWOOD ROAD.
Advertise subject USA’s right of redemption:
Pursuant to 28, U.S.C. Section 2410, this sale

is subject to a 1 year right of redemption held by
the United States of America by virtue of its lien:

Patrick Joseph Burke Jr. a single person TO
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development,
dated 11/03/2008 and recorded 11/13/2008 in
Book 12593, Page 337. To Secure $570,000.00.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Nineteen Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Eighty-Three and 08/100***
$419,783.08 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 08/25, 09/01, 09/08
& 09/15/16 Fee: $234.60

Acoustic Soul Due
At Community Ctr.

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will
sponsor an evening of country mu-
sic featuring Acoustic Soul on Mon-
day, September 12, at 7:30 p.m., in
the Cranford Community Center.

Acoustic Soul includes Joanne
Clendining on guitar and vocals
and Geno Samero on guitar and
vocals. Admission is free and all
are welcome. The Cranford Com-
munity Center is located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

For information on other upcoming
programs sponsored by the Friends of
the Cranford Public Library, or to learn
more about the Friends organization,
visit the Cranford Public Library web
page at cranford.com/library.

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Meagher of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Tara, to
Mr. Kyle Nelson, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Nelson of Maple Grove,
Minn.

The bride to be is a member of the
Westfield High School Class of 2005.
She received her bachelor’s degree in
psychology from Fairfield Univer-
sity in 2009 and completed a master’s
degree in education at Fordham Uni-

versity in 2011. She is currently em-
ployed as a school teacher in New
York City.

The future bridegroom graduated
from Maple Grove High School,
Maple Grove, Minn., in 2006. He
received a degree in management in-
formation systems from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, Duluth in 2010. He
is employed with The Ralph Lauren
Corporation. The couple plan to wed
in May of 2017.
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TheIsoldiCollection.com

SENIORS FIGHTING HUNGER

TOWN WIDE FOOD DRIVE

Bring your non-perishable food items to select 

businesses in downtown Fanwood. We will 

pick them up and donate them to 

The Community Food Bank of NJ.

Join The Chelsea at Fanwood
and local businesses

fighting hunger in our community

Pick up date:

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 14
2-4PM

You may also drop off food at the Chelsea.

ASSISTED LIVING • INDEPENDENT LIVING • MEMORY CARE

295 SOUTH AVENUE, FANWOOD, NJ 07023
908-654-5200 CHELSEASENIORLIVING.COM

OBLACHINSKI QB; BAKIE, McGOVERN RUNNING BACKS

Cougar Footballers Look to
Maintain ‘Winning Tradition’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stats have been entered in the book
that has shown last year’s Cranford
High School football team that fin-
ished with a 12-0 record and won
another North Jersey, Group 3, Sec-
tion 2 championship had broken nearly
every scoring and rushing record in

school history. Now, this year’s Cou-
gars are faced with maintaining that
winning tradition.

“There’s a lot of new faces. It’s
good to have developed a winning
attitude and winning tradition but I
need guys, who haven’t played, to
step up and be able to play varsity
football. I need guys, who haven’t

led, to step up and lead,” Cougar
Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.
“Those are my two biggest areas of
concern.”

The Cougars do return a few veter-
ans with good credentials such as
seniors Ryan Bakie, Brian McGovern,
Alex Esposito, Tom Armstrong, Sean

MURRAY, ELLMAN, PETERSON SELECTED CAPTAINS

Raiders Are Expecting an A++
Performance in Boys Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pieces of a superb puzzle all seem
to be coming together and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team expect to have the right
fit to have an A++ season. The Raid-
ers had an A season last year with
another conference title and fifth
straight Union County Tournament

(UCT) title with a 1-0, overtime win
over Elizabeth but fell short with a
loss in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 semifinal to finish 20-2-2.

In all, it was the Raiders’ 26th con-
ference title and 19th UCT title (17th
for Head Coach Tom Breznitsky, who
jumped his 41-year career won/loss/
tie record to 696-161-58. In addition
to the return of a host of fine veterans

who also played in Costa Rica during
the summer, this season the Raiders
will also enjoy the services of four
athletes, who played academy soccer
last year — senior Andrew Murray,
juniors John Murphy, Jr. and Tom
DeVizio and sophomore Rock Valian.

“The four kids, who have returned
from the academy, were not on that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

See more preseason sports
In September 8 Edition

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MIXING IT UP WITH BRUINS...The Cougars, in blue, mix it up with the North Bergen Bruins in a Quad scrimmage with
the Carteret Ramblers and the Warren Hills Blue Streaks at Memorial Field in Cranford on August 26.

See more photos –
goleader.com Ballhoo Sports

See more photos – goleader.com Ballhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROCKING WITH MO-TOWN...The Raiders, in light blue, refined their skills in a scrimmage with the Morristown Colonials
in Scotch Plains last week. The Raiders are anticipating an A++ season and will open against Plainfield on September 8.
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Are You Ready
for Some Football?

Westfield School Boosters Association

For the benefit of Westfield High School athletics and scholarships.

Contact John Fuller at 609-820-1022
fuller7777777@yahoo.com

or reserve your space today at
www.westfieldboosters.com

Place your ad NOW for the
Westfield High School Football Program

Place your personal or business ad in the Fall Football Program
published for the full season at every home game.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Delpopolo Joins the List
Of Westfield Olympians

Westfield native Nick Delpopolo
last month became the third Westfield
native/WHS athlete to be a two-time
Olympian, joining diver Bob
Clotworthy (1952, 1956) and wres-
tler Chris Campbell (1980, 1992).
Dave Perkowski (1968) swam at the
1968 Olympics.

Delpopolo, 27, was born Peter
Perovic in Montenegro and was
adopted in 1990 at the age of 2 by
Dominic and Joyce Delpopolo of
Westfield.

He is currently the top-ranked judo
athlete in America and on Aug. 8 he
finished seventh at the 2016 Games in
Rio De Janiero. That’s the same spot
he was going to finish at the 2012
London Games before he was sus-
pended after testing positive for mari-
juana following the event. He later
claimed he had accidentally eaten a
brownie laced with pot.

Delpopolo attended McKinley El-
ementary and Edison Intermediate
schools. He was actively involved in
the town’s PAL programs in football,
wrestling and soccer.

“My passion for sports grew im-
mensely in Westfield,” he told
tapinto.net.

Delpopolo was bitten by the judo
bug at the age of 5. His parents took
him to the Cranford Judo and Karate
Center, where he met Yoshisada
(Yone) Yonezuka, a former Olympic
coach. By age 10 his parents allowed
the youngster to move to Glenville,
N.Y., to live and train with ’92 Olym-
pian Jason Morris. He enrolled at
Bergen Catholic High – a 25-minute
drive – where he made the wrestling
team as a freshman. But a major knee
injury during his sophomore year
ended his wrestling days. Judo be-
came Delpopolo’s full-time passion.

By 2010 he was a rising star in the
sport, having won gold medals at the
US Open (and six other major compe-
titions), a silver medal at the USA
Judo Senior Nationals (and two oth-
ers), a bronze at the USA World Cup,
and finishing ninth at the World Cham-
pionships.

Following his Olympic suspension
in 2012, Delpopolo quickly found out
who were his real friends. He was
abandoned by judo coaches and spon-
sors, ridiculed by internet trolls and
given a six-month ban from competi-
tion. One woman in town called him
a “piece of s—t” to his face.

“It was my fault,” he told
nytimes.com of the brownie incident.

“It was a stupid move, a bad move. I
was excited, I made the team. The
stress was off my shoulders and I said,
‘I can relax, take my foot off the gas
for one day.’ I did and that’s what
happens.”

Somehow he found the inner
strength to return to training.
Delpopolo and his girlfriend Carrie
Chandler, a five-time national judo
champion, lived what can best be
described as a Spartan lifestyle, while
he trained in Opa-locka, Fla., north of
Miami.

His long trial by fire was success-
ful, as he once again made the US
Olympic judo team.

And while Rio De Janiero didn’t
bring him the hoped-for medal, it did
bring him back to the Olympics, and
the world of judo. He’s going to have
surgery for a torn labrum in his shoul-
der, an injury that he’s competed with
since November. And while he’s con-
sidering a run at a third Olympics,
2020 in Tokyo, another option could
be Mixed Martial Arts, although that’s
a long-shot.

But whatever happens, Delpopolo
has only to look at his life’s path to see
how very, very, very far he has come.
It’s a story truly made for ESPN’s 30
for 30 documentary series.

“I constantly stop and think about
how lucky I am,” Delpopolo told
nj.com. “I could be living an entirely
different life in an entirely different
world. No one understands that better
than me.”

Younger sister Helen (WHS, ’11)
was also adopted by the Delpopolos
from that same orphanage in 1993,
and she’s also quite an athlete, too.
Nationally ranked in sumo and judo,
Helen was the 2015 national sumo
middleweight champion. As an eighth-
grader at Edison in 2006-07, she
wrestled on the intermediate school
team along with Christian Barber,
Tony Pafumi, Mike Kalimtzis, Troy
Skibitsky, Ellis Opoku, Kieran Cline,
Eric Gozdieski, Garrett Prior, Kyle
Saggio, Luke Gibbons and Jey
Yingling, among others.

Oh, and about those WHS Olympi-
ans we mentioned earlier:

Clotworthy (’49) won a bronze
medal in 1952 at Helsinki, Finland,
and then captured a gold medal in
1956 at Melbourne, Australia. The
Mountainside native was a three-time
state champion at WHS and went on
to star at Ohio State. He later had
several coaching jobs, most notably

Princeton. He was inducted into the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame in
1994.

Perkowski (’65) was a three-time
state 100-yard breaststroke champ at
WHS (and also swam on three win-
ning medley relays). He later starred
at Indiana University under coach
Doc Counsilman. He swam the 100-
meter breaststroke in 1968 at Mexico
City, finishing ninth. He was inducted
into the WAHOF in 1998.

Campbell (’73) won the state 168-
pound wrestling championship in
1973 for WHS, bowing to both teams
and both stands after each match of a
26-0 season. At the University of Iowa
he won two NCAA titles and four Big
10 championships. He later was world
champion and was top-ranked in 1980,
when the U.S. Olympic team boy-
cotted the Moscow Games. An injury
ruined Campbell’s chances at 1984
gold (he was No. 1 ranked when he
went down) but after a five-year ab-
sence he returned to the sport and
captured a bronze medal at 190 pounds
in Barcelona. He was inducted into
the WAHOF in 1994.

In other semi-Westfield Olympics-
related stuff …

Alan Ford was in the Navy when
the 1944 Games were canceled due to
the war; he would’ve been a medal
favorite since he won NCAA titles at
Yale in the sprint freestyles and back-
stroke. But after three years basically
out of the pool, he returned to training
for the 1948 London Games and cap-
tured a silver medal in the 100 free.
He lived in town from 1962-67 and
helped out a little with the Westfield Y
swim team. His son Randy lettered as
a sophomore freestyler on the 1967
WHS swim team, but the family then
moved to Michigan. Alan Ford, who
passed away in 2008, was inducted
into the International Swimming Hall
of Fame in 1966.

Wellington (Ducky) Ross won four
state titles (100, 220 twice each) at
WHS in 1933 and ’34. His 1997 obitu-
ary in the Baltimore Sun noted that he
made the 1936 Olympic team as a
freshman at Morgan State. But his
mother reportedly wouldn’t let him
compete because he wasn’t keeping
up his grades. That would’ve been the
Berlin Games, also known as the Hitler
Games, when American sprinter Jesse
Owens (who once lost a race to Ross,
according to that obit) stuck it up
Germany’s Aryan butt. Ross will be
inducted posthumously into the
WAHOF this Nov. 21.

Finally, Rick Ley (’69) was once
again among the hurdles set-up crew
at this summer’s US Olympic Trials
in his hometown of Eugene, Ore.
During his three years heaving the
shot on the WHS track team, Ley kept
asking coach Walt Clarkson for a
chance to run in the sprints. In his
final WHS dual meet, against Clark
on the Friday before Memorial Day
weekend, Clarkson gave in to Ley’s
pleas and entered him in a non-scor-
ing heat of the 100-yard dash. With
little advance notice, borrowed spikes
and no practice with starts off the
blocks, Ley won his heat in 10.1.
Clarkson turned to an assistant coach
and said, “What have we done?” The
next week, at the Highland Park Re-
lays, Clarkson put Ley on the anchor
leg of a 4x100 relay that set a school
record with a 44.5. That relay in-
cluded Kevin Kelly, Tom Fennell and
Jim Loftman.

After the meet Ley joined swim
team captain Pete Klaiber and six oth-
ers for a camping/canoe trip in Wharton
State Park in South Jersey. Six of those
guys – Klaiber, Ley, Bob Roth, Mark
Shames, Kevin Stanley, all ’69ers, and
Brian Stanley (’70) – will be getting
together this weekend in Idaho for
another of their occasional mini-re-
unions. (Brian Stanley is the father of
Pat (’08), a starting guard on the WHS
football team in 2007.)

IN PASSING
Brud Davis, a Little League coach

and official in the 1960s and ’70s,
passed away on July 20 at age 88. A
former star football player at Nutley,
he was the husband of Nancy, and the
father of WHS athletes Jeff, Bobby,
John and Tricia.

Connie Cosenza passed away on
July 22 at age 83. She was the wife of
the late Charles Cosenza, and the
mother of WHS athletes Chuck,
Annemarie and Christine.

Scotty Moore, the guitarist behind
the songs of Elvis Presley, passed away
on June 28 at age 84. He played on
“That’s All Right,” “Mystery Train,”
“Hound Dog,” “Heartbreak Hotel,”
“Blue Suede Shoes,” and “Jailhouse
Rock,” among thousands of others.

Clarence (Choo-Choo) Coleman, a
regular catcher on the early New York
Mets teams, passed away on Aug. 15
at age 80.

St. John Paul II Eliminates
St. Francis, 10-2, in Playoffs

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. John Paul II erupted for six runs
in the bottom of the third inning on its
way to eliminating St. Francis, 10-2,
in the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Softball
League playoff played on August 24
at Farley Field in Scotch Plains. Be-
hind a pair of RBI singles from Jim
Killeen and lights out pitching from
John Veglia, St. John Paul II handed
eighth-seeded St Francis its second
loss of the playoffs thus eliminating
them and ending their season. St. John
Paul II, which had defeated St. Vincent
before losing to second-seeded St.
Wolfgang needed the win to keep
their playoff run going.

St. John Paul II got on the board
first with a pair of runs in the first
inning. Peter Costello reached after
St. Francis third baseman Chris
Johnston booted a ground ball that
could have been the second out of the
inning. Instead, Costello would score
later on a high bloop single down the
leftfield line by Robert Stratton.
Killeen then brought Stratton in to
score with an RBI single to center.

The game seemed destined to be a
pitchers duel between Veglia and high
arc hurler Howard Bialos of St. Francis.
Bialos kept St. John Paul off the board
in the second inning as his rainbow
deliveries consistently found the strike
zone. Unfortunately for St. Francis
batters, Veglia was doing an even bet-
ter job at keeping them off balance.
Through the first three innings Veglia
had allowed just one hit, while getting
St. Francis to hit into a key double play

in the top of the second.
The St. John Paul II hitters finally

figured out Bialos in the third, reach-
ing him for five singles and six runs.
Bialos was not helped by his defense,
which committed a pair of errors in
the fateful inning. Thomas Ulichny
and Costello led off with singles and
Stratton walked to load the bases. Lou
Balestriere ripped an RBI single to
left to make it 3-0. Killeen followed
with his second RBI single. Veglia
and Daniel Schneyder each drove in a
run on sacrifice flies.

“Bialos throws a really high arc,”
said John Paul’s Costello. “He may
have the highest arc of anyone in the
league other than Harold Hopler. It can
be tough to time your swing to that
kind of pitch. It really comes down out
of the sky. We began to get the timing
down a little bit in that third inning and
got some sold hits against him.”

Meanwhile, Veglia was mowing
down the St. Francis batters with a
combination of flat early pitches
mixed in with higher arc pitching as
the game progressed. Through five
innings Veglia allowed just two hits.

“Every game I begin by trying to
find the strike zone with some flatter
pitches,” said Veglia. “You try to mix
it up as the game goes along so they
remain off balance. They have a couple
of very good hitters in their lineup, so
any time you can walk away allowing
just two runs you are going to take
that.”

Trailing 9-0, St. Francis finally
scored in the sixth inning, beginning
with back-to-back singles from

Michael Kozlowski and Eric Fisher.
Salvatore Gano singled to load the
bases with just one out. Bialos deliv-
ered an RBI sacrifice fly to left-cen-
ter. But hopes for a big inning were
cut short when Mike Surbrug lined
out to second baseman Balestriere,
who reached to his left, probably sav-
ing a run.

“I still feel that on my palm,” said
Balestriere later. “It was a shot.”

Ulichny drove in an insurance run
in the St. John Paul II half of the
inning with an RBI single into leftfield.
The hit scored Schneyder, who had
earlier singled.

St. Francis made one last run in the
seventh. Ron Labin lashed a bullet to
straightaway center that he legged
into a double then scored on a sac fly
by Ted Florio. But as had been the
case all game, St. Francis could not
figure out Veglia and went down on
back-to-back fly balls to end the game.

Veglia went the distance, allowing
just six hits, in recording the victory.
St. John Paul II will need to win two
more games to advance to the cham-
pionship game.
St. Francis 000 001 1 2
St. John Paul II 206 101 x 10

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 8
The 19th annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the Septem-
ber 8 issue of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. Be Ready!

FSPY Swim Team Places Fifth
At Long Course Nationals

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
swim team set a number of long course
team and state records at the 2016
National Championships in India-
napolis, IN. Along with setting new
records, a number of swimmers set
new personal bests. The team fin-
ished fifth overall among 112 teams
improving from last year’s eighth
place finish and Coach Chris Karelus
received Coach of the Meet Honors.

Marlise Moesch, Sarah Davis,
Darlene Fung and Amanda Banasiak
posted a time of 1:46.04 in the
women’s 200-meter freestyle relay to
place first, while setting a new team
record. In the 400-meter medley re-
lay, Fung, Moesch, Rachel Maizes
and Monika Burzynski swam to a first
place victory in a time of 4:21:64 and
setting a new team record.

In the 200-medley, Moesch, Rachel
Maizes, Burzynski and Sara Davis set
a time of 1:57:36 finishing second

and setting a state record. Burzunski
earned a state record in the 100-but-
terfly with a time of 1:01:74.

Chris Bondarowicz finished sec-
ond in the 200-breaststroke with a
time of 2:21:90 resulting with a new
team record. Josh Cohen finished
eighth in the 800-free and 14th in the
100-free. Kevin Fleck finished 18th
in the 1,500-free with a new team
record. In the women’s 100-free,
Moesch placed fourth with a time of
57:43, Davis finished seventh with a
time of 58:25.

Congratulations to Matt Auda,
Banasiak, Olivia Barcia,
Bondarowicz, Burzynski, Eric Chang,
Cohen, Davis, Logan D’Amore, Erika
Frazier, Fung, Nick Heath, Fleck,
Brian Kenny, Zack Kronheimer, Dee
Dee Maizes, Rachel Maizes, Moesch,
Michael Rash, Macie Schaper, Alan
Shao and Julie Stankiewicz for their
performances.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOVING UP ANOTHER NOTCH...St. John Paul II eliminated St. Francis, 10-2, to step up another rung on the ladder to
the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball League Championship game to be held on Labor Day.

The FSPY swim team placed fifth at the Long Course National Championship
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

PITONZO SCORES WINNER ON SEMPLE’S RBI SINGLE

St. Max Nips Wolfgang, 15-14,
To Play for St. Bart’s Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunities had arisen due to
multiple errors and both teams man-
aged to capitalize in a St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
playoff semifinal showdown between
top-seeded St. Maximilian and sec-
ond-seeded St. Wolfgang at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on August 24.
The winner would immediately be
presented with its ticket to play in the
League Championship game on La-
bor Day, while the loser would be cast
into the losers’ bracket to compete
once more for its chance to advance

to the heralded championship game.
Aware that it is much better to have

the “bird in the hand” now, each team
amplified their intensity and each team
managed to grasp the lead a few times.
However in the bottom of the seventh
inning with the score tied, Ed
Villaverde lashed a leadoff single to
right-center but was thrown out at-
tempting to stretch it to a double. Rich
Pitonzo followed with a single to left
then strutted to second on a walk to
Frank Vecchione. Jay Semple stepped
to the plate and slashed a single to
right to bring Pitonzo gloriously home,
earning St. Max a 15-14 victory
and their ticket to appear on the
field on Labor Day.

Each team totaled 20 hits but
one of the contributing factors to
the outcome may have been that
St. Wolfgang pitcher Pete
Chemidlin yielded six walks,
while St. Max pitcher John
Deitch allowed only two. Both
pitchers did walk a batter with
the bases loaded. Another factor
was a chain of errors that re-
sulted in a seesaw shift in the
lead during the middle innings.

As far as hitting went, St. Max
man Steve Burton, who scored
once, sizzled a two-run single
and thumped an RBI triple. Paul
Bifani went 3-for-4 with an RBI
and scored three times. Rich
McNanna rapped three singles,
scored once and had an RBI.
Semple reached base in all four
of his plate appearances, which
included a double and a run
scored.

Bob Camisa led the Wolfgang with
a two-run double, a two-run single
and another single, while scoring
twice. Mike Markowycz singled three
times, scored twice and had two RBI.
Reinaldo Santiago singled twice,
scored twice and had a pair of RBI.
Chris Paterek, scored once, rapped an
RBI triple and singled. Ara Movsesian
whacked an RBI triple and an RBI
single.

Two errors helped St. Max score
once in the bottom of the first. Bifani
reached on a force out to second,
moved to third on an error and scored
on McNanna’s single to left. St. Max

added three runs in the second. Pitonzo
reached on a throwing error, Frank
Vecchione singled to right and Semple
reached on an error as Pitonzo scored.
Jason Virgil looped an RBI single
over first and Coady Brown added an
RBI groundout.

St. Wolfgang awakened to score
three in the third. Andrew McClelland
scribbled a single past short, Brian
Weber ricocheted a single into center
and Markowycz lined a two-run single
to center and scored himself when the
relay went awry.

St. Max stretched its lead to 6-3, in

REINHARD, BIRKEL, CARAYANNOPOULOS CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Stress
Defense with Jr. Sr. Strength

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Experienced junior/senior talent
and a very strong focus on defense
could place this year’s Westfield High
School boys soccer team directly into
the mix of the upper echelon for con-
ference, county and section honors.
Although the Blue Devils finished
with a 9-7-2 record last year, they
were matched with some of the tough-

est teams in the state and still man-
aged to allow slightly over one goal
per game.

“We are all juniors and seniors [on
varsity]. We have no sophomores or
freshmen this year. We have 15 com-
ing back from last year, so that adds a
little bit of bonus for us,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Eric Shaw said. “They
know what is expected on a day-in-
day-out with the conference, Eliza-

beth, Scotch Plains, Union, us and we
picked up Seton Hall Prep, Plainfield,
Princeton. Our schedule is packed
just like anybody else in our confer-
ence. It’s always good. It’s always
competitive.”

Against those offensive power-
houses mentioned, very stubborn de-
fensive play can keep the Blue Devils
in contention with any opponent.

Congratulations
Agents of the Month!

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate 

Maryalice Ryan
Sales Associate 

John Papa
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD $1,595,000
Majestic 5BR CHC offers LRw/gas fpl, banquet-
sized DR, newer cust Kit w/high-end SS applncs,
huge 2-story FR, lovely grounds. MLS 3315721

WESTFIELD $1,339,000
Stunning new 5BR, 5BA home set on a large
fenced corner lot w/enormous kit, FR w/gas fire-
place & lovely Master BR suite.       MLS 3301795

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,274,000
Unique 5BR home offers Grand Scale sized rooms,
FLR w/beautiful herringbone floor, 20' DR, gour-
met Kit w/lrg center island. MLS 3321842

WESTFIELD $1,099,000
Stunning new 4BR home! Spacious floorplan fea-
tures Kit w/brkfst bar, FR w/frplc, banquet-sized
DR, MBR suite w/huge WIC. MLS 3325132

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,050,000
Magnificent 6BR Col w/HWF, custom woodwork
& trim, expansive Kit/brkfst bar, pantry & sep din-
ing area, prof lndscpd yard. MLS 3323311

SCOTCH PLAINS $950,000
Spectacular 5BR CHC at the end of a cul-de-sac!
Gourmet Kit w/granite/center island, FR w/gas
frpl, MBR ste w/extra lrg WIC. MLS 3322236

WESTFIELD $975,000
Spacious 4BR Col, LR w/WBFP, FDR, spectacu-
lar FR addition, Kit open to breakfast area, MBR
w/cath ceiling, gleaming HWF. MLS 3326960

SCOTCH PLAINS $889,000
Cust built 4BR Col w/Contemporary Flair.
Cherry Kit w/great counter & storage space, lots
of natural light, park-like prop.  MLS 3331159

WESTFIELD $849,000
Well maintained 5BR Col w/spacious flr pln incl
FLR & FDR w/French drs leading to deck, updat-
ed EIK w/granite counters. MLS 3310886

SCOTCH PLAINS $749,000
Beautifully maintained 4BR ColL on a cul-de-sac.
Gourmet Kit w/large brkfst bar, FR w/vaulted ceil
& gas FP, MBR ste w/WIC. MLS 3313109

WESTFIELD $699,000
Lovely 4BR Col boasting FLR & FDR w/shining
HWF & WPFP, updtd white Kit/granite counters
& SS applncs, lrg Master Suite. MLS 3325197

© 2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield East Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience, 
Trust, Reliability & Service

Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

Ask about our Coldwell Banker
Home Protection Plan 

SCOTCH PLAINS $575,000
Spacious 4BR Col on a quiet cul-de-sac! Elegant LR,
FDR ,EIK w/center island, comfortable FR w/WBFP,
fenced yrd w/paver patio. MLS 3293396

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD BLUE DEVIL CAPTAINS...Pictured left to right are seniors Kevin Reinhard, Cullen Birkel and Loukas
Carayannopoulos, who have been selected as the Blue Devil boys team captains.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEAPING FOR THE THROW...St. Wolfgang first baseman Nate Mangiris leaps for the wild
throw as St. Max player Steve Mavrakis ducks for safety in the first inning at Brookside Park.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLOWING INTO THIRD...St. Max Man Frank Vecchione plows into third base before
St. Wolfgang’s Reinaldo Santiago can make the tag in the fourth inning.

the third. Steve Mavrakis lined a single
over third, Bifani chopped a single
over third and Burton wiggled his
two-run single by second. St.
Wolfgang responded with three in the
fourth to tie it 6-6. Santiago singled,
Eric Hastrup reached on a force out
and Camisa yanked a two-run double
to left. Movsesian bounced an RBI
single past short.

Two more Max men scored in the
fourth. Vecchione walked, Semple
dropped a double over third, Russ
Voorhees tapped an RBI single to left
and Virgil beat out an infield RBI
single towards first.

St. Wolfgang plated six
in the fifth to seize a 12-8
lead and only one run
would have scored if
Chemidlin’s two-out pop-
per would not have been
dropped. Hastrup fol-
lowed with an RBI single
and Camisa drilled a two-
run single. Paterek and
Movsesian added RBI
triples.

The lead was short
lived as Max replied with
five in the fifth, begin-
ning with Bifani’s sharp
infield single and
Burton’s long RBI triple
to right-center. McNanna
and Villaverde singled to
load the bases and Pitonzo
drew an RBI walk.
Vechione’s RBI force out
to short ignited a pair of
throwing errors and a
clearing of the bases.

Trailing 13-12, the
Wolfmen tallied two in
the sixth. Rich Polhamus
(2-for-3) singled to left.
Weber’s fly to right was
dropped and Markowycz
dribbled a 15-foot single.
Anthony Blasi drew an
RBI free pass and
Santiago lofted an RBI

sac fly to right. In the Max sixth
inning, Matt Marino drew a one-out
walk, Mavrakis singled and Bifani
hooked an RBI single to knot the
score. After a fly out to right, Deitch
was intentionally walked and
McNanna lined out to left.

A pitcher (Deitch)-to-short
(Mavrakis)-to-first (Burton) double
play ended Wolfgang’s seventh then
Pitonzo and Semple delivered St. Max
to the championship game with their
heroics.
St. Wolfgang 003 362 0 14
St. Maximilian 132 251 1 15
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Blue Devils Stress Defense with Jr. Sr. Strength
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Raiders Expecting A++ Performance in Soccer
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Cougar Gridders Look to Keep Winning Ways
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Bryson and Anthony Ramirez and
junior Dylan Budnik.

“We’ve got some good players com-
ing back but the difference on last
year’s team were guys like [Lucas]
Ramadan, [Mike] Bellrose and Grady.
These were guys who stepped up,
played and started that hadn’t started
before,” Coach Rosenmeier pointed
out. “The guys who have the experi-
ence are going to have to lead us, not
just in terms of telling us what to do
but in terms of how hard they are
going to play and how well they are
going to play.”

As had been in the past, a number of
players could be called upon to play
offense and defense.

“Our skill guys tend to go both
ways but we try to do our best in the
line to platoon. Our goal is the certain
skill guys will play a lot of both ways
but our goal up front is to have that
offensive lineman go one way,” Coach
Rosenmeier said. “I am trying to get
to that point. Right now, we are going
to have a lot of guys going both ways
but I don’t want that to be the situation
in the line. In our defense and line-
backers, you have to have guys who
need to run, so in the line, I don’t want
anybody going fulltime both ways.”

The Cougars will go with a three-
man line on defense with Esposito
being on nose along side Armstrong
and junior John Markase. Senior An-
drew Joseph and junior Jack Carroll
will also work in the line.

The linebackers are expected to be
senior Patrick Hoey in the middle
with Budnik, senior Chris Curry and
Bryson.

“I really like Bryson and Budnik.
Bryson was a fulltime starter, Budnick
played a lot as the only sophomore in
the program. We are solid there. Pat
Hoey has been the guy up to this point

in the preseason but that’s a high
priority position, so he’s going to have
to show he deserves to stay there,
Coach Rosenmeier emphasized.

The defensive backfield is built on
speed with juniors Josh and Josiah
Cadet and senior Brian Oblachinski
at the corners, Bakie at safety and
strong safety McGovern on the left
and seniors Josh DeChillo and Eric
Shapiro on the right.

“Our defense is built on speed.
Those guys in the secondary have a
lot of responsibility and Bakie is like
another linebacker. He has to be
equally good on the passes, on the
run. We think he’s a special player
back there right in the middle of the
defense. We are going to have to rely
on Bakie, ‘Obo’ and McGovern,
Armstrong and Espo. Those are the
guys. We got five guys back on de-
fense, so that’s the more experienced
group, so we are going to have to be
very good on defense at the beginning
of the year until our offense catches
up,” Coach Rosenmeier said.
“McGovern as a strong safety we
expect to be a force on the run but also
play in the secondary. With Obo and
the Cadets, speed gives us a little
opportunity to play some Man, put
more pressure on the offense.”

Oblachinski has taken over the reins
at quarterback. Bakie, McGovern and
Josh Cadet will be the running backs.
Curry, senior James Wozniak and jun-
ior Jake Bradford will be on the end.
On the line, will be Budnik and Carroll
(left tackle), Ramirez and senior Owen
McDermott (left guard), senior Tom
DiMartino and junior Kevin Easse
(center), Esposito and Matt Anstatt
(right guard) and Armstorng and se-
nior John Weston (right tackle).

“To have McGovern and Bakie back
and Ramirez, that’s our only return-
ing starters on offense. The expecta-
tions offensively are still high. We
had opportunities last year to get some
guys into the game. These guys aren’t

brand new but they have never started.
When you have a new quarterback
and linemen, our defense is ahead of
our offense right now,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Last year the Cougars had a very
balanced running/passing game.

“We were very balanced last year.
Coach Ciccotelli really wanted to be
balanced and we took that as a lesson
coming into this year,” Coach
Rosenmeier stressed. “I have been
happy with the way Brian has been
throwing the ball in the preseason.
Bakie has had as many passing yards
as he had rushing yards. I think he will
be a problem for every defense that
we face.”

Special teams play was very spe-
cial last year with exceptional cover-
age and kicking. Oblachinski is ex-
pected to work the punting and extra
points, while sophomore Jack
McAleavey will kick off. The Cadet
brothers will return kickoffs and Bakie
will return the punts.

“We consider it one third of the
game and we will put pressure on
from our kickoffs to our extra point
team through our Rugby punter. I
don’t want to give the ball away. I
want to keep it,” Coach Rosenmeier
emphasized. “When our special teams
are out there it doesn’t mean we are
going to turn the ball over. We are
looking for the opportunities outside
or the fake. It’s going to be something
that we are going to be ready to do. If
the other team is not ready, we are
going to take advantage. Same thing
on extra points. I would rather have
two points than one.”

The Cougars got a test in their Quad
scrimmage against Carteret, North
Bergen and Warren Hills on August
26 then they will host Somerville on
Friday, September 9, at 7 p.m.

trip. We started fundraising and plan-
ning in October and at that time they
were not available,” Coach Breznitsky
explained. “Those four are starters
and will take our team to the next
level. Without those four guys, I would
say that we were a B+. With these four
guys, we go to A++.”

Senior co-captain/goalkeeper Sean
Murphy could also figure to be an
A++ player. Murray had extensive
range and agility and it paid off when
he permitted only 16 goals in the 24
games for a 0.667 goals per game
average. He also recorded 10 shut-
outs.

“Sean was All-State, preseason All-
American. He’s already committed to
Monmouth in the footsteps of Brian
Meredith who now plays for San Jose
in the MLS. Sean has gotten better
and better every year. Six-Four, 185
pounds! You got a keeper that size not
too many people are going to score.

Coupled with the four defenders in
front of him it gives us an absolutely
a great, great defense.”

The other two captains, center
midfielder Ryan Peterson and Patrick
Ellman could also be considered to be
in that lofty echelon.

“Ryan is definitely a D1 candidate.
He will probably couple together with
John Murphy. We decided to go with
Patrick, who has the last two years

been our left back, we are moving him
into a striker/center forward position.
At 6-2, 190 lbs, he’s exceptionally
strong and people are going to find it
very difficult to knock him off the
ball.”

Presently, junior Aaron Shack will
be the backup goalkeeper to Murray.
The defensive backs consist of
DeVizio, Andrew Murray, seniors
Andrew Borik and Steve Scarcella
and juniors Jack Brady and Max More.
In the midfield will be Murphy, Jr.,
seniors Peterson and David Walker,
juniors Jon Schwab and Ben
Essenfield and sophomores Alex and
Michael Ferrara. The forwards will
be seniors Ellman, Robert Viglione
and Robert Devine-Gelling and
Valian. Others may step into the act as
the year progresses.

“Many of the players are inter-
changeable, the midfielders and for-
wards. One of the things that we have

is the depth. We could very easily be
playing 17-18 guys without drop-
ping off very much at all, Those are
two of the things you look for and
hope for during the course of the
season,” Coach Breznitsky said. “We
also have a great group of senior
leadership.”

The trip the Raiders took to Coast
Rica has been quite enriching, not
only as an athletic experience, but

also as a life-learning experience.
“We go for 10 days, play six games

against youth professional teams, first
division teams. We couple it all to-
gether with having a little bit of cul-
tural aspect of it. One of the highlights
we go to a community center where
kids may only have one parent, finan-
cially poor. We spend an hour there
and we bring a variety of different
gifts to give to them,” Coach
Breznitsky said. “Every single kid
that we have taken, that’s the high-
light of their trip. The benefits are
training, experience playing against
that level and the bonding among the
players they face.”

The Raiders will open at home with
Plainfield on Thursday, September 8,
at 4 p.m. and will host Westfield on
Saturday, September 10, at 3 p.m.
Since Coach Breznitsky has 696 wins
tucked in his belt, game Number 4
could be a very historical showdown

when they host Elizabeth on Thurs-
day, September 15, at 4 p.m., espe-
cially since the Minutemen was the
team that beat the Raiders in the sec-
tion semifinals last year.

“They had not beaten us in 15
games, so sometimes eventually the
odds go against you. If you go by past
years, Elizabeth and Westfield and
Union a little bit are the top in our
conference,” Coach Breznitsky said.

“That’s the key. In preseason that’s
where our focus has been again. I
think that if we can keep the goals
out of the back of the net, that gives
us a fighting chance every match.
Certainly we focus on attacking and
keeping possession but good teams
will defend first and then attack in
transition and winning the ball,”
Coach Shaw said.

The last line of defense belongs to
senior co-captain Cullen Birkel, who
has performed admirably in the past.
Last year the rangy Birkel made 104
saves and recorded seven shutouts.
The average goals against was 1.05.
Birkel was selected All-Union County
First Team (Union County Confer-
ence All Coaches — UCCAC) and
also received All SCANJ (Soccer
Coaches Association of New Jersey)
honors.

“I think there is some pressure on
goalkeepers in the end because they
are on the last line but he thrives on
that. Most goalkeepers do. They live
on that hero/goat type of thing and he
wants to be the hero,” Coach Shaw
said. “He understands that that one
goal can make the difference either
way. It’s a battle mentality for him and
he has been great for us the last couple
of years. Looking forward to it for this
year as well.”

Senior co-captain Kevin Reinhard
will be controlling the defenders as
the center back. Last year he was a
master of defense but also netted three
goals, was selected All-UC First Team,
was the team’s Defender of the Year
and received All-SCANJ recognition.
Senior second-term co-captain/
midfielder Loukas Cayannopoulos,
Mr. Hustle, who has been the play
setter and was quite accurate on cor-
ner kicks last year, is expected to do
the same this season.

“Certainly we spent the last couple
of days working on that, working on
our shape and organization with

Cullen our leader in the back. From
Kevin as a center back and hopefully
when Loukas when he’s a little
healthier in the middle of the field.”

Joining Reinhard in the back will
be seniors Charlie Baldwin, Sam
Bennett and Walter Peregrim and jun-
iors Mark Walter, Graham Studwell
and San Sokolin.

In addition to Carayannopoulos,
who is considering playing at MIT,
the Blue Devils return a host of expe-
rienced midfielders such as seniors
Gabe Romaro, Max Kaplan and Joe
Contreras Aguirre and juniors Mike
Birle, Lee Beauchamp, Georgos
Angelides and Tate Kronick.

“We got lot of good guys in the
middle who can play with their feet,
obviously starting with Loukas,
Georgos Angelides, Birle who has
been here since his freshman year,
Lee Beauchamp, Gabe Romaro. We
have Max Kaplan. We expect a lot
from those guys. We expect them to
keep the ball and keep the pace mov-
ing as well as defending but also get-
ting it to the attack along with our two
strikers,” Coach Shaw said.

One very noticeable striker, senior
Owen Prybylski, could clear out the
box and set himself up for several
potential goals. Last year he was se-
lected All-UC Second Team and
named the team’s Offensive Player of
the Year. Prybylski also received All-
SCANJ recognition. Other returning
members of the “Strike Force” are
senior Owen Ripperger and junior
Alex Fonseca. Another addition is
senior Pierre Titti who transferred in
last season.

“We are excited about having him
here,” Commented Coach Shaw.

The Blue Devils must be prepared
in a hurry since the regular season
begins with three straight away games
with Seton Hall Prep on Thursday,
September 8, at 4 p.m., Scotch Plains-
Fanwood on Saturday, September 10,
at 3 p.m. and Elizabeth on Tuesday,
September 13, at 4 p.m.

“It’s important that we challenge
ourselves,” Coach Shaw said.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains (here-inafter called the “Owner”)
for:

PUBLIC LIBRARY HVAC
REPLACEMENT PROJECT

Sealed bids for the above named Con-
tract, which comprises the replacement of
HVAC equipment for the Public Library in
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, will be re-
ceived at the Court Room, First Floor,
Town Hall, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076 on September 21, 2016,
at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time, at which time
they will be publicly unsealed and the
contents publicly announced.

The work includes the furnishing of all
labor, materials and equipment necessary
to complete the work as shown on the
Drawings and as described in the Specifi-
cations. The work consists of the removal
of the existing air conditioning systems
and the provision and installation of new
air conditioning systems including associ-
ated architectural, structural and electrical
work, and all else necessary for comple-
tion of the project. The work is located at
the Public Library, 1927 Bartle Avenue in
the Township of Scotch Plains. The work
shall be completed within 150 calendar
days of the Contractor’s receipt of written
Notice to Proceed.

No bid will be received unless in writing
on the forms furnished, and unless accom-
panied by bid security in the form of a bid
bond, cashier’s check, or a certified check
made payable to the Township of Scotch
Plains in an amount equal to 10% of the
amount of the total bid, but not exceeding
$20,000.

The bid shall be accompanied by a Cer-
tificate of Surety on the form included in the
Contract Docu-ments, from a surety com-
pany licensed to do business in the State
of New Jersey, which shall represent that
the surety company will provide the Con-
tractor with the required bonds in the sums
required in the Contract Documents and in
a form satisfactory to the Owner’s Attorney
and in compliance with the requirements
of law.

Bidders must use the prepared bid form
which is contained in the Contract Docu-
ments. Each individual proposal must be
separately enclosed in a sealed envelope
addressed to the Township Clerk, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076 marked on the outside with the
number of the contract(s) and name of the
project being bid on.

No bids will be received after the time
and date specified, and no bids will be
received by mail. Bids shall be received by
courier service (date and time recorded) or

shall be hand delivered. The Owner shall
award the Contract or reject all bids within
60 days of bid opening, except that the
bids of any bidders who consent thereto
may, at the request of the Owner, be held
for consideration for such longer period as
may be agreed. A copy of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
23 is included in the Section entitled “Local
Public Contract Law” of this specification.

The Owner will evaluate bids and any
award will be made to the lowest, respon-
sive, responsible bidder in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1. A copy of N.J.S.A
40A:11-6.1 is included in Section entitled
Local Public Contract of this specification.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any
or all bids and to waive minor informalities
or irregularities in bids received.

The qualification and reclassification of
bidders will be subject to the statutory
provisions contained in N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
25 to 32 (“Local Public Contract Law”). A
copy of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-25 to 32 is in-
cluded in the Section entitled “Local Public
Contract Law” of this specification.

All bid security except the security of the
three apparent lowest responsible bidders
shall be returned, unless otherwise re-
quested by the bidder, within ten (10) days
after the opening of the bids, Sundays and
holidays excepted, and the bids of the
bidders whose bid security is returned
shall be considered withdrawn.

Each bidder must submit with his bid a
signed certificate stating that he owns,
leases or controls all the necessary equip-
ment required to accomplish the work
shown and described in the Contract Docu-
ments. Should the bidder not be the actual
owner or leasee of such equipment, his
certificate shall state the source from which
the equipment will be obtained and, in
addition, shall be accompanied by a signed
certificate from the owner or person in
control of the equipment definitely grant-
ing to the bidder the control of the equip-
ment required during such time as may be
necessary for the completion of that por-
tion of the Contract for which it is neces-
sary. The bidder shall comply with the
documentation requirements set forth in
the Article of the Information for Bidders,
entitled, “Bidder Submissions”.

The successful bidder will be required to
submit bonds and proof of insurance on or
before execution of their respective Con-
tracts as explained in the Contract Docu-
ments.

Bidders are required to comply with all
relevant Federal and State Statutes, Rules
and Regulations including but not limited to
the applicable provisions of Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended (42
USC 2000d2000D4A), the discrimination
and affirma-tive action provisions of N.J.S.A.
10:21 through 10:24, the New Jersey Law
against Discrimination, N.J.S.A. 10:51, et
seq., the rules and regulations promulgated
pursuant thereto, the State requirement for

bidders to supply statements of ownership
(N.J.S.A. 52:2524.2) and the State require-
ment for submission of the names and
addresses of certain subcontractors
(N.J.S.A. 40A:1116).

The Contract Documents (Drawings and
Specifications) may be obtained by pro-
spective bidders upon a non-refundable
payment of $100.00 for each set of full-
sized drawings and specifications at the
Scotch Plains Engineering Office, 2nd
Floor, Town Hall, located at 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
between the hours of 9:00 am and 3:00
PM. Contract Documents will be available
beginning September 1, 2016. Questions
regarding the bid must be made to Michael
LaPilusa via e-mail:
michael.lapilusa@mottmac.com. All ques-
tions must be received on or before Sep-
tember 12, 2016 at 4:00 pm.

A Pre-Bid meeting will be held at the
Scotch Plains Public Library on Septem-
ber 9, 2016 at 10:00am.

If the Contract is awarded, no refunds
will be given. If for any reason the Contract
is not awarded, refunds will be made to
bidders pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:1124(b)
when the Contract Documents are returned
in reasonable condition within 90 days of
notice that the Contract has not been
awarded.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:531 et seq.,
bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975 c. 127, NJAC
17:27.

Each Bidder must submit with his bid an
“Ownership Disclosure Statement” and
“Non-Collusion Affidavit” on the forms in-
cluded in the Contract Documents.

Bidders and their subcontractors of any
tier must comply with all applicable provi-
sions of the Public Works Contractor Reg-
istration Act, P.L. 1999, c. 238 (N.J.S.A.
34:11-56.48) and the New Jersey Prevail-
ing Wage Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25).

Pursuant to P.L. 2004, c.57 (N.J.S.A.
52:32-44) effective September 1, 2004, all
business organizations that conduct busi-
ness with a New Jersey government
agency are required to be registered with
the State of New Jersey. Bidders and their
subcontractors must submit proof that at
the time of the Bid they are registered with
the New Jersey Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue by submitting a copy
of their Business Registration Certificate
prior to Contract award.

It is the purpose of this Notice to Bidders
to summarize some of the more important
provisions of the Contract Documents.
Prospective bidders are cautioned not to
rely solely on this summary, but to read the
Contract Documents in their entirety.

By Order of the Township of Scotch
Plains

BOZENA LACINA
Township Clerk

1 T - 9/1/16, The Times Fee: $167.79

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

PERSON TO PERSON TRANSFER

TAKE NOTICE that an application has
been made to the Township of Cranford, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016, for a Person-to-Person transfer to
FDCH LLC, trading as Cranford Hotel Inc.,
1 South Union Avenue a/k/a 2 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016 of
the Plenary Retail Consumption License #
2003-33-006-004 heretofore issued to
Cranford Hotel Inc., 1 South Union Avenue
a/k/a 2 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016.

The person(s) who will hold an interest in
this license are:

Frank DiTullio, III, 117 Chatham Lane,
Point Pleasant, New Jersey 08742 and

David Carracino, 46 Wadsworth Ter-
race, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

Objections, if any, should be made in
writing to Tara Rowley, Municipal Clerk,
Township of Cranford, 8 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

FDCH LLC
P.O. Box 865

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
2 T - 08/25 &
09/01/16, The Leader Fee: $53.04

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Wednesday,
September 21, 2016, for the “2016 IM-
PROVEMENT OF FIRST STREET IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract. The major
items of work under this contract include,
but are not limited to, the following in esti-
mated quantities:

400 tons of 2 inch thick Hot Mix Asphalt
Surface Course

3,200 square yards of Milling, Variable
thickness

1,350 square feet of Concrete Walk, 4
inches Thick

1,200 square feet of Concrete Walk, 6
inches Thick

1,000 linear feet of Granite Block Curb
All bidders must submit with their

bid a copy of their New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate. Failure
to submit proof of registration will dis-
qualify the bid.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
21) Each bid must also be accompanied
by a Surety Company Certificate stating
that said Surety company will provide the
bidder with the required Performance bond
in the full amount of the Contract (N.J.S.A.
40A:11-22), by a Non-Collusion Affidavit
and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement,
Statement of Ownership, on the forms
included in and explained in the contract
documents.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay work-
men the prevailing wage rates promul-
gated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town Engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
obtained at the office of the Town Engi-
neer, Public Works Center, 959 North Av-
enue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
Mayor and Council reserve the right to
reject any bid, and to waive any informality
in any bid, if in the interest of the Town, it is
deemed advisable to do so.

Kris J. McAloon
Town Engineer

1 T - 9/1/16, The Leader Fee: $60.69

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THREE RAMBLERS ON A COUGAR...Three Carteret Ramblers pile on a Cougar receiver as he goes out of bounds in a
Quad scrimmage between Carteret, North Bergen and Warren Hills at Memorial Field in Cranford on August 26.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER TEAM CAPTAINS...Pictured left to right, Patrick Ellman, Sean Murray and Ryan Peterson have been selected
as team captains. The Raider boys are expecting to have another banner season.

Probitas Verus Honos
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD NOTICE OF LIEN SALE OF PROPERTY

FOR NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES, ASSESSMENTS AND OTHER MUNICIPAL CHARGES

Public notice is hereby given that I, Catherine Hendrickson, Collector of Taxes of the Township of Cranford, County of Union, State
of New Jersey will sell at public auction on TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2016, in the Mayor and Council chambers at the Township
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey, at 10:00 o’clock in the morning, or at such later time and place to which
said sale may then be adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels of land assessed to the respective persons whose names are set
opposite each respective parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of municipal liens chargeable against said lands respectively,
in accordance with  N.J.S.A. 54:5-1 et seq. as computed to the 20th day of September 2016.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of municipal liens chargeable against each parcel
of said land assessed as one parcel, together with interest and costs of sale exclusive, however, of the lien for taxes for the year 2015.
Said lands will be sold at the lowest rate of interest bid, not to exceed 18%. Payment for said parcels shall be made prior to the conclusion
of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order or other method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property
will be resold. Properties for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the Township of Cranford at an interest
rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property with interest and costs. Payments must be in the
form of cash, certified check or money order.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act (N.J.S.A.58:10-23, 11 et seq.), the Water Pollution
Control Act, (N.J.S.A.58:10A-1 et seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A.13:1K-6 et seq.)  In addition, the municipality is
precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any perspective purchaser who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner
of operator of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the Tax Collector should be notified immediately.
The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:

BLOCK LOT QUALIFIER OWNER NAME PROPERTY LOCATION AMOUNT TYPE
  109    12 BARREIRO: FERNANDO & MARIA D 96 KENILWORTH BLVD 299.82 S
  118    19 NEWMARK: JEFFREY & JUDY 2 AMHERST RD 8,361.26 TS
  123     5 GAROFOLA: LISA SCHWARTZ 38 HARVARD RD 7,516.68 T
  125    16 FIORE: JOHN & CAREN 12 BROWN TERR 139.00 S
  126    17 HOEFLING, KENNETH & CARMELA 33 BROWN TERR 220.32 S
  130    40 MORIN: ROBERTA 110 MAKATOM DR 17,340.25 TS
  138    41 GARBER: AUDREY LYNNE 3 MIDDLEBURY LN 13,848.16 TS
  143    10 DEGENHARDT: FREDERICK III & LISA 472 BROOKSIDE PL 8,965.61 T
  145    22 MC NEIL: GENE P & LOREAL T 20 INDIAN SPRING RD 251.01 S
  147     7 BROOMELL: JOHN L JR 9 ARNET PL 169.12 S
  151    24 DOBBINS: LEAH 803 SPRINGFIELD AVE 12,888.49 T
  164     3 DI GIOVINE: GREGORY A & JANICE M 509 SPRINGFIELD AVE 191.90 S
  198     1 REBIMBAS: ROBERT & DIANE 112 PARK DR 166.16 S
  203     4 HARRIAT-GRANT, ELAINE 614 RIVERSIDE DR 20,011.45 TS
  203    21 FIORE: ANDREW, TANIA 87 GLENWOOD RD 222.86 S
  205     6 MILLER, CAROL J 22 BROOKDALE RD 272.52 S
  215     1 CONTRERAS,CARLOS & MARTINEZ,GISELA 510 RIVERSIDE DR 200.78 S
  217    10 DONNELLY: EDWIN I JR & LORI ANN 11 NORMANDIE PL 285.17 S
  218     8 FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE ASSOC 525 CLAREMONT PL 149.04 S
  219    15 BUTTELL, MARGARET A 30 HENLEY AVE 127.21 S
  226    15 BELLANTE: ROBERT & KATHERINE A 105 ORANGE AVE 213.71 S
  241    20 TANSEY, LINDA J 181 LOCUST DR 187.29 S
  243     2 MALONE, PATRICK MANOLAY 201 OAK LN 87.91 S
  243     8 ZAKRZEWSKI: EDWARD & LINDA 215 OAK LN 11,007.99 TS
  262     5    -C0A5 - - VENNETTILLI: ADAM & EILEEN 30 SPRINGFIELD AVE - C0A5 250.04 S
  265     2    -C083B- - BAILEY: VINCENT 217 PROSPECT AV APT 8-3B 173.62 S
  266 1.03    -C0209- - WALLDEN, EMILY 8 RIVERSIDE DR - UNIT 209 190.95 S
  267     3 RYDER: FRANCES ESTATE 208 ORANGE AVE 234.71 T
  274    12 CARDONA, RICCARDO 22 PARKER AVE 169.12 S
  285     3 MARMAROU, ALKMINI 110 GARDEN ST 9,511.41 TS
  291     4 MAC NAMARA: JOHN & JANET 1000 ORANGE AVE 155.94 S
  294    18 NEUHAUS: ROBERT K & BONNIE 100 BIRCHWOOD AVE 8,634.33 T
  320     9 WOLFE: JAMES & SHIRLEY 16 ELIZABETH AVE 220.98 S
  334     7.02 FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE ASSOC 30 CARPENTER PL 169.12 S
  402     5 WELLS FARGO BANK N A TR 4A BURNSIDE AVE 106.91 S
  402    11.01 HURLEY: EDWARD & BARBARA 12 BURNSIDE AVE 123.53 S
  406    11 DURKIN: MICHAEL 107 BESLER AVE 467.02 S
  407    21 JOBACK: JEFFREY 119 ROOSEVELT AVE 408.67 S
  409     2 SMITH, MICHAEL T, LISA M, ET ALLS 205 BURNSIDE AVE 379.01 S
  412    11 BROGAN: THOMAS & DEBORAH 128 HILLCREST AVE 73.77 S
  418    22 STUNE: HARRY 42 HILLCREST AVE 2,326.71 T
  419     3 DAVITT, MICHAEL J & TIFFANY M 45 HILLCREST AVE 5,016.30 T
  419    13 REILLY: KEVIN & FINKELSTEIN: MARLA 202 UNION AVE S 114.97 S
  420     9 MENDEZ: JOEL 88 BENJAMIN ST 227.90 S
  434    18 BURKE: JAMES T & KELLY R 335 UNION AVE S 1,717.47 T
  437     4 ESKA: DOROTHY J, LAURIE A 35 ROGER AVE 1,304.49 TS
  445    26 GRASZ: CHRISTOPHER PAUL ESTATE 14 CONNECTICUT ST 16,705.10 TSO
  473    10 MEIER: WILLIAM E 25 SOUTH AVE W 15,963.51 TS
  491    23 CAETANO: HELDER & SUSANA/VICENTE: J 367 WALNUT AVE 230.83 S
  493    10 ROBINSON: CORY & JEAN 44 HAWTHORN ST 264.95 S
  498     8 HOLIAN: MARGARET MARY 314 HIGH ST 9,785.31 TS
  501     4 TERRY: DANIEL C & KELLY A 114 PINE ST 131.20 S
  505     2 CRANFORD PARK REALTY LLC 600 LINCOLN PARK E 157,281.09 TS
  505.02     1    -C0402- - RICE: ALYSON W 402 LINCOLN PARK E 169.40 S
  509     1 CAMERON: FRANCIS 1 THOMAS ST 183.99 S
  515     4 HARDER: JAMES 18 BURCHFIELD AVE 166.16 S
  518     6 BARRERA: GEIMAN & SANDRA 7 LAWN TERR 113.75 S
  518    10 PEARL, ILENE 403 ELM ST 136.96 S
  519    13 BURCHER: MICHAEL & ROBYN 10 BROAD ST 217.01 S
  528    20 VETTER: RAYMOND M / ARCURI: PAULA 127 SEVERIN CT 7,766.10 TS
  533    18.01 NORTHLIGHT REALTY INVESTMENT GROUP 21 QUINE ST 13,250.86 T
  542    16 VANDERMEIREN: JEFFREY & PATRICIA 1 BEHNERT PL 201.74 S
  547     7 MONTES: DAVID JEFFERSON & REBECCA 45 MENDELL AVE 2,626.52 T
  571     5 MATLOSZ: PAWEL 214 DIETZ ST 232.30 S
  572    13 TORRES, ALINA 602 HORY ST 276.31 S
  580    19 HARRIS: EDWARD J & DONNA K 9 OMAHA DR 303.49 S
  581    13 WOFSY: GREGORY & JUDI 5 OSAGE DR 190.59 S
  598    27 WYATT: ISOBEL 388 CENTENNIAL AVE 202.03 S
  599     1 WISEMAN: STEVE & DOLORES 501 CENTENNIAL AVE 222.86 S
  599    10 DANIELS: MICHELE L & SHIRLEY A 11 BUCHANAN ST 178.84 S
  601     2.02 KHOCHAFIAN, ALEX 15 BUCHANAN ST 168.00 S
  602    23 MC GILL: EVELYN C 3 MC CLELLAN ST 688.45 S
  603     3 WARD: BENJAMIN & BESSIE 18 BUCHANAN ST 91.36 S
  610     2 STAPINSKI: STANLEY J & DOLORES 3 YARMOUTH RD 288.13 S
  611     6 CALAVANO: JOSEPH & NINA 8 CAYUGA RD 4,508.28 TS
  612    11 LO GIUDICE: STEPHEN C & LAURA 1 SAMOSET RD 32.96 S
  640     9 BARA: FREDERICK & MARY ANN JACKSON DR REAR 276.74 T

T-Property Taxes W-Water S-Sewer E-Electric O-Other A-Sp Assmnt 1-Misc 2-Board Up 3-Demolition

Catherine Hendrickson, Collector of Taxes
4 T - 08/25, 09/01, 09/08 & 09/15/16, The Leader Fee: $1028.16

CLASSIFIEDS

PONTERIO, LEAHY TO LEAD RAIDERS

Raiders Have Big Shoes
To Fill in Girls Volleyball

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER V-BALL SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are: Stephanie Poterio (8),
Callen Leahy (1), Kelsey Werkheiser (5), Abby Sadel (4) and Kendall Calefati (3).

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Adrienne Stack returns for her 12th
season at the helm of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls volleyball team. After
ascending to the semifinals of the
Union County Tournament last sea-
son, Stack knows that expectations
are high. Having lost five seniors,
including standout performers
Caroline Yessman and Fallon
Goldberg from last season’s 13-9 state
qualifier, the 2016 Raider team will
not only have big shoes to fill but
many ghosts to vanquish.

“We have a lot of work that has to
be done,” said Stack. “There are big
shoes to fill and we need to be more
consistent. I think some of the girls
are afraid of the ghosts from last year
at this point. We need for them to find
their way and realize that this is their
team now.”

Some of those concerns were on
display as the Raiders hosted a highly
talented Bridgewater-Raritan team in
a scrimmage held on August 25 in the
Scotch Plains gym. The Raiders
struggled to keep pace with the power-
ful Panthers, dropping three consecu-
tive sets (19-25, 10-25, 15-25) while
failing to communicate on the court.

“We struggled with our passing to-
day,” said Stack. “You can’t score if
you have trouble passing, especially
against a team like this one. We’ve got
to do a better job with that.”

The Raiders return five seniors to
this year’s roster led by setter
Stephanie Ponterio and outside hitter
Callen Leahy. As a junior, Ponterio

earned Second Team All-County hon-
ors and led the team with 300 assists.
Ponterio also had 45 aces and 176
service points.

Leahy chalked up 83 kills last year
and will be counted on for more of the
same this season.

“Callen Leahy is a great leader for
us on the court,” said Stack. “As with
many of our girls, we need her to be
consistent.”

Abby Sadel and Kendall Calefati
are the other seniors slated to see ac-
tion at the outside hitter spots. Kelsey
Werkheiser is another senior who will
factor in on the opposite side.

Junior Hannah Finan will likely
handle the middle hitter position.
Stack knows that Finan needs to be a
big factor in the middle if the Raiders
are to compete with the heavy hitters
in the county. As a sophomore, Finan
showed that she was on the verge of
becoming just that. Finan tallied 76
service points, 44 kills and 24 blocks
last year and until the scrimmage
against Bridgewater-Raritan, she
seemed to have picked up where she
left off.

“Hannah was on fire in a tri-squad
scrimmage we had yesterday against
Belleville and Harrison,” said Stack.
“We need for her to be a force on the
court.”

Junior Caraid McGovern (23 Kills)
and sophomore Maggie Leahy are
also in the mix at middle hitter. Junior
Rachel Breit sets up at the important
Libero position where she will gener-
ally receive the serve or dig the at-
tack. Breit contributed 124 service
points and 24 aces last season.

Juniors Jordann DeVore, Isabella
Hurtado and Sabrina Ramos will ro-
tate in as needed. DeVore is an oppo-
site hitter. Hurtado fills the role of
defensive specialist and Ramos pro-
vides another outside hitter option.

Last season Scotch Plains-Fanwood
defeated Johnson and Linden before
losing to Union Catholic in the semifi-
nals of the Union County Tournament.
The Raiders will get the 2016 season
started at Johnson on September 8.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball Playoff Results:

Contact Lens & Vision 5, Cranford
VFW 4

Terrific pitching and defense from
both teams held down the scoring
until the bottom of the 7th when CLV
plated two runs for the come from
behind victory in Game 1. Contact’s
Peter Byer led the way with two hits,
Neil Kaufman tripled in the first and
moved up the runners in the seventh
before Ken Zierler tied the game with
a clutch single and Kerry Gelb won it
with a line drive base hit.

The Lensmen turned three double
plays by Zierler and Timmy Walsh in
support of pitcher Howard Bialos.
For The VFW, Jerry Gaeta, Dave
Pringle, Bob Ghiretti and Dave
Drechsel all were 2-for-3.
Deegan Roofing 5, Linwood Inn 4

Solid defense by both teams kept
Game 1 a low scoring affair. Offen-
sively for The Roofers were Ricky
McMahon (3-for-3, 2B), John Garced
(2 hits) and Scott Mugele (double, 2
walks, 3 RBI), supporting winning
pitcher Doug Fischer. For the Tap

House, who turned three double plays,
Mike DiRienzo and Joe Lynch had a
pair of hits, Joe Sarica blasted a home
run and Jeff Villani had two RBI.
Riverside Inn 10, AJ Jersey 3

Tom Wolansky led the Riverside
attack with a booming first-inning
triple in Game 1. Joe Hrubash, Mario
Fastiggi and Anthony Abbaleo each
contributed two hits apiece for The
Barmen. Shortstop John McClung
provided stellar defense. For AJ,
David Ciarrocca had three hits.
Deegan Roofing 19, Linwood Inn 2

Deegan pitcher Pete Appolito scat-
tered a handful of hits behind some
solid defense and a 26-hit offensive
attack. Scott Mugele (4-for-4, 2B, 3B, 6
RBI), James Knobby Nardello (4-for-
4, 2 2B, 3B, 4 RBI), and Farlan Alusik
(4-for-4, 2B, 3 RBI) led the Roofers.
Kevin Spellman had three hits and Marty
Marks added a home run. For the Tap
House, Steve Lerner and Mac
Kowaleski had a pair of hits each.

Deegan Roofing wins the series 2-
0 completing a perfect 27-0 season,
and winning their third consecutive
UCSSL 50+ A Division champion-
ship.
Contact Lens and Vision 12,
Cranford VFW 7

CLV tallied six runs in the opening
frame on eight consecutive hits. Peter
Byer, Neil Kaufman, Kerry Gelb, Tim
Walsh, Eddie Quinn, Chad Swensen,
Joe DeRosa, Jeff Balish, Bobby
Beiner, Howard Bialos, Anthony
Miccio and Dave Rothenberg all made
significant contributions to the
Lensmen offense. Dave Drechsel was
3-for-3 for VFW, while Bob Ghiretti,
Nick Pace and Phil McGovern had
two hits each.

Contact Lens and Vision wins the
50+ B Division playoff title, 2-0.
AJ Jersey 11, Riverside Inn 6

With a two-run lead going into the
final inning, Dave Tibbals and Mike
Rosenberg singled to drive in a com-
bined three runs, securing the win for
AJ in Game 2. Ken Shea, Jeff
Hoffman, Howard Greco and Jeff
Arkin had two hits apiece, while
Chuck Serafin had a clutch two-run
hit in the fifth, all in support of win-
ning pitcher Leo White, who domi-
nated on the mound and contributed
two hits. Riversider Dennis Maluchnik
had two singles and a double.
Riverside Inn 19, AJ Jersey 5

In the final game of the 2016 UCSSL
season, Game 3 of the 50+ C Division
championship, Riverside pounded out
25 hits, which led them to a decisive
19-5 win over AJ Jersey. It is
Riverside’s first playoff championship
in 10 years. Riverside finished with a
record of 19-10, easily the most wins
in the 15-year history of the team.

Mario Fastiggi pitched another out-
standing game. Tom Wolansky led
the team with six RBI on three hits.
Steve Falco also had three hits. James

Massarelli, Pete Osborn, Bill Moore,
Anthony Abbaleo, Mario Fastiggi,
Paul Newton, John McClung and Joe
Hrubash had multiple hits. Dave
Tibbals had two hits, including a triple,
and 2 RBI in a losing cause.

Courtesy of UC Senior League officer Rich Grossberg

C DIVISION 50+ CHAMPS...The Riverside Inn was first in the 50+ C Division
during the regular season as well as playoff champions. Pictured, left to right, are:
kneeling; Joe Hrubash, Tom Wolansky, John McClung, Dennis Maluchnik and
Mike Garcia; standing, Rich Conklin, Pete Osborn, Rich Polonitza, Paul Newton,
Tom Murray, Mark Merriman, Mario Fastiggi, James Massarelli and Steve
Falco. Missing from photo: Anthony Abbaleo, Bill Moore and Eddie Malko.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
September 12, 2016 in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeals for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.

Pierre-Alain Sur, 565 First Street.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
a detached garage contrary to sections
12.04F1, 12.04F3 and 13.01B of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building coverage of 20%. Proposed
is 26%. Ordinance allows a maximum build-
ing coverage with a front porch of 24%.
Proposed is 29.6%. Ordinance requires a
minimum distance of an accessory struc-
ture from the principal structure of 14 feet
11 inches. Proposed is 5.12 feet.

Andrew Calcagno, (Flat Iron Realty,
LLC.), 44 Elm Street. Applicant is seek-
ing approval for preliminary and final major
site plan approval with d variance relief to
convert an existing retail use to a mixed
use with retail on the first floor, residential
on the 2nd and 3rd floor, and a roof terrace/
deck contrary to sections 11.25E4 and
11.25A8 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum building height
of 40 feet. Proposed is 44.25 feet. Ordi-
nance limits residential use to the 2nd or
3rd floor of a building. Proposed is a roof
terrace/deck.

James Todd Mitchell, 617 Lawrence
Avenue. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a second story addition contrary
to section 11.08E5 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum
street side yard setback of 20 feet. Pro-
posed is 15.7 feet.

WGW1, LLC., 318 Marlboro Street.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
a new home with an attached single car-
garage contrary to sections 11.09E5 and
11.09E6. Ordinance requires a minimum
street side yard setback of 20 feet. Pro-
posed is 13.02 feet. Ordinance requires a

minimum side yard setback of 10 feet.
Proposed is 5 feet.

Joshua & Joanna Schlitzer, 435
Sandford Avenue. Applicants are seek-
ing approval to construct an addition con-
trary to section 12.04F1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage of 20%. Proposed is
20.75%.

Caryn Panarese, 650 Willow Grove
Road. Applicant is seeking approval to
remove the existing glass enclosed porch,
and construct a finished porch addition
contrary to section 11.07E5 (per section
12.03D) of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a front yard setback of 34
feet (EFYD). Proposed is 27 feet.

Anthony Tomasello, 529 Downer
Street. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct an addition and a detached ga-
rage contrary to sections 12.04F1 and
11.12E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum building cover-
age of 20%. Proposed is 22.6 %. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set-
back of 10 feet. Proposed is 9.32 feet.

Anthony & Lara DeVita, 945 Cleve-
land Avenue. Applicants are seeking ap-
proval to construct a 2nd floor addition and
a 2 1/2 story addition contrary to sections
11.09E5, 11.09E7, 12.04F1, and 11.09E12
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a minimum street side yard set-
back of 20 feet. Proposed is 12.45 feet.
Ordinance requires a minimum rear yard
setback of 35 feet. Proposed is 27.65 feet.
Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage of 20%. Proposed is 22.4%. Or-
dinance permits a maximum eave height
of 22 feet. Proposed is 28.5 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 9/1/16, The Leader Fee: $87.21

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-004924-16
FILE NO. 21304-16

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
AHMAD HUSSAIN; MRS.
AHMAD HUSSAIN, WIFE OF
AHMAD HUSSAIN;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which PRO CAP III, LLC BY ITS CUSTO-
DIAN US BANK is the plaintiff and AHMAD
HUSSAIN, ET ALS; are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-004924-16 within
thirty-five (35) days after September 1,
2016 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be ren-
dered against you for relief demanded in
the Complaint. You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 13-00022,
sold on 10/17/2013, dated 10/18/2013,
and was recorded on 12/27/2013 in Book
13711 at Page 376, made by TERRI
MALANDA, Collector of Taxes of UNION,
and State of New Jersey to PRO CAP III,
LLC BY ITS CUSTODIAN US BANK and
subsequently assigned to plaintiff, PRO
CAP III, LLC BY ITS CUSTODIAN US
BANK. This covers real estate located in
UNION, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 16 BLOCK
2202 as shown on the Tax Assessment
Map and Tax Map duplicate of UNION and
concerns premises commonly known as
1502 OAKLAND AVENUE, UNION, New
Jersey.

YOU, AHMAD HUSSAIN, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because you are the owner of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action.

YOU, MRS. AHMAD HUSSAIN, WIFE
OF AHMAD HUSSAIN, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to deter-
mine whether defendant AHMAD
HUSSAIN is married, and if married, the
name of AHMAD HUSSAIN’s spouse. If
AHMAD HUSSAIN is married, the plaintiff
joins MRS. AHMAD HUSSAIN, WIFE OF
AHMAD HUSSAIN as a defendant for any
possessory or marital rights you may have.
DATED:  August 25, 2016

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 9/1/16, The Leader Fee: $73.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

(In Compliance with Open Public
Meetings Act – Chapter 231)

*Addendum to
Regularly Scheduled Meetings*

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will meet on Saturday, Septem-
ber 10, 2016 at 8:30 a.m. to noon for a
special meeting for Board Self-Evaluation.
Meeting will take place in the Administra-
tion Building, Evergreen Avenue & Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains.

No action will be taken.

1 T - 9/1/16, The Times Fee: $15.30

HOME HEALTH AIDE

Certified Aide seeks position to
care for sick or elderly during the
night or days. Good References.
(973) 763-1438 or (201) 407-1903

GARAGE SALE

Lots of great condition, quality
items: PB Side table(s), PB
lamp(s), shades of light rug(s), PB
baskets, fabric bins, pictures, Hal-
loween costumes, kids section,
seasonal items and much more!

Saturday, September 3rd
9 am - 1 pm

543 Parkview Ave, Westfield

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space
Saving Design, Padded Bench,
Adjustable Height & Resistance.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition. $75.

Call (908) 654-6091

TOWNHOUSE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD - Cowperthwaite
Square RenovatedTownhouse: 55
& older. Living room, dining room,
new kitchen/ granite, stainless
appliances, family room/ fireplace,
2 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths. 1 new, 2
updated, full basement, garage.
AC, hardwood floors - 1st floor.
Laundry room - 2nd floor. $3,200
per month. Available 9/15 or 10/1.
Email: norton44@verizon.net

or call (908) 233-2520

CRANFORD OFFICE TO SHARE

Seeking Professional to
Share Cranford Office

Furnished private office,
Conference Room, Break Room,
Access to copier and fax, Ample
off street parking, Walking
distance to downtown Cranford.
$950 a month including utilities.

Email: Rpekarsky
@atlasadvisorygroup.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

Public Notice for Kay Abesamis &
Frederik Westerling, 522 Elm Street, Block
1104, Lot 4, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
Applicants are seeking approval from the
Westfield Historic Preservation Commis-
sion for a one story addition to the kitchen
and removal of an existing deck. Other
items included are replacement of the ex-
isting windows and rebuilding the existing
front porch to match the original.

All zoning requirements will be met. Ar-
chitectural drawings are available at the
Westfield Administrator’s office at 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey.

The hearing will be on Sep 26, 2016,
7:30pm at 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

Kay Abesamis & Frederik Westerling
522 Elm Street

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
1 T - 9/1/16, the Leader Fee: $21.42
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It’s Almost Time to Go ...

SHOPPING STARTS IN THE PAGES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

This newspaper is a trusted friend, counselor and buying 

guide to its readers. Let us help you get your advertising 

messages seen by Back-to-School shoppers. Place your Ad 

today for maximum exposure ... you’ll be glad you did!

VALUED ADVERTISER:

Scotch Plains-FW Offers
Back to School Information

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Students Earn Degrees from
The University of Vermont

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools will welcome back approxi-
mately 5,500 students to a full day of
school on Tuesday, September 6. The
faculty and staff are particularly ex-
cited that the first class of full-day
kindergarten students will be joining
us. Finishing touches are being made
to the additions at Evergreen and
McGinn Schools. These additions
were financed through the operating
budget, which is within the state man-
dated cap requirements, and the com-
munities will not bear additional costs
associated with referendums.

Over 345 kindergarteners will be
welcomed into 18 classes across the
district. The program is staffed by a
combination of returning kindergar-
ten teachers, teachers who asked to
transfer to kindergarten, and teachers
who are new to our district. They
have collaborated throughout the sum-
mer to plan for this exciting program
focused on student centered learning
and guided by the New Jersey De-
partment of Education’s Kindergar-
ten Implementation Guidelines.

Our Preschool Program continues
to provide services for early child-
hood learning in a cost effective man-
ner. Tuition is being maintained at the
rate of $3,100 and tuition does not
apply to classified and at-risk stu-
dents.  Enrollment is continuous and
new students are welcome.

Several staff members are taking
on new roles in the district. Lisa
Rebimbas, formerly Park Middle
School principal, is now our new Di-
rector of Special Services. Jocelyn
Dumaresq, formerly the District En-
glish Language Arts Supervisor, is
Park Middle School’s new principal,
and Elizabeth McKenna, formerly an
English teacher at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School is the new
District English Language Arts Su-
pervisor.

During the summer months, many
of our teachers participated in profes-
sional development to enhance the
upcoming school year organized by
Joan Mast, Assistant Superintendent,
and our district supervisors. The SPF
Summer PD Academy was well sub-
scribed this year, and teachers from

all grade levels engaged in a variety
of workshops ranging from Art His-
tory for Global Perspectives to For-
mative Assessment and Co-Teaching
Strategies. Google Classroom fea-
tured students working with teachers
in a collaborative learning environ-
ment.

Summer curriculum work enriches
school programs. This summer the
focus was on integrating elementary
language arts and social studies, Me-
dia Center experiences for kindergar-
ten and first grade, connecting math
and literature in primary grades, ex-
panding the middle school Connected
Math Program to sixth grade, revis-
ing the Full Option Science Program
(FOSS) units in kindergarten through
grade five, and aligning middle school
science with the Next Generation
Science Standards (NGSS).

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) will be offering a
new Advanced Placement course in
Environmental Science.  Students will
make good use of a new greenhouse,
donated by Thomas Hargreaves, as
they design experiments in plant sci-
ence. Updated learning resources sup-
port programs and eleventh and
twelfth grade students in You and the
Law as well as Advanced Placement
European History will be using new
texts and online resources.

New teachers participated in an
intensive three-day orientation pro-
gram and on September 1 and 2,
professional development and staff
meetings prepared everyone for the
new school year. Again this year, a
highlight of the opening of school
program was our “Teachers Teaching
Teachers” workshop that focused on
deepening understanding of student
engagement.

Under the guidance of Deborah
Saridaki, School Business Adminis-
trator, and Anthony Miranda, Build-
ings and Grounds Director, the skilled
buildings and grounds crews and cus-
todians accomplished many summer
projects including upgrades on inte-
rior doors as well as classroom
reconfigurations needed for new pro-
grams. In addition, roof improvements
have been made at Park Middle
School and Coles, McGinn and
School One.  New HVAC units have
been installed for Park’s second floor
and Brunner’s second floor. McGinn
has a new boiler. Coles and Ever-
green have new windows and paving
projects were completed at Coles,
Evergreen and McGinn.

Back-to-School evening presenta-
tions are planned for Elementary
Schools on Thursday, September 22,
Middle Schools on Thursday, Sep-
tember 15, and SPFHS on Thursday,
September 29.  For a complete calen-
dar of school events for the 2016-
2017 school year, as well as a calen-
dar of athletic competitions, please
visit our website at www.spfk12.org.

BURLINGTON, V.T. – Some
2,329 students were awarded a vari-
ety of bachelor's degrees during the
University of Vermont's 215th com-
mencement ceremonies on May 22.
Approximately 502 advanced degrees
were awarded by the UVM Graduate
College, and 106 took the oath of
Hippocrates following the awarding
of their M.D. degrees.

The following local students were
among the graduates:

Oliver Bevan of Westfield gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Science in
Ecological Agriculture.

Alan Chu of Westfield graduated

with a Bachelor of Science in Micro-
biology.

Danielle Manginelli of Cranford
graduated with a Bachelor of Science
in Professional Nursing.

John Stelmach of Westfield gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Science in
Chemistry.

Maximillian Archambault of Scotch
Plains graduated with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Communication
Science and Disorders.

Chartered in 1791, UVM was the
first college or university in the United
States that did not give preference to
a religious sect in its charter.

Kutztown University
Announces Degrees

SELINSGROVE, Penn. – Amanda
Ekstrand, of Scotch Plains, was named
to Susquehanna University's dean's
list for the spring 2016 semester.

The dean's list recognizes students
who achieve a grade point average of
3.4 or higher out of a possible 4.0 for the

semester. To qualify, students must com-
plete a minimum of 12 semester hours.

Ekstrand is a creative writing ma-
jor in the class of 2016. A 2012 gradu-
ate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, she is
the daughter of Harry and Carol
Ekstrand.

KUTZTOWN, Penn. – Kutztown
University has conferred degrees on
nearly 1,500 students during the win-
ter and spring terms. Kutztown Uni-
versity announces degree conferment
twice a year, once in the winter and
once in the summer. Commencement
exercises are held in May and De-
cember; however, students finish their
requirements for graduation through-
out the entire year. The following
students have been awarded degrees
since the winter 2016 announcement.

Rebecca C Jackson of Westfield -
Bachelor of Science in Education
Degree in Special Education.

Brianna Lynn Palumbo of
Mountainside - Bachelor of Science
Degree in Psychology.

Hofstra Tells Spring
Dean’s List Students
HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. – Hofstra

University congratulates the students
named to the Spring 2016 Dean's List
for their outstanding academic
achievement. Students must earn a
grade point average of at least 3.5
during the semester to make the Dean's
List.

Moises Philippsborn Rosenbach of
Cranford.

Gabrielle Sully of Cranford.Salve Regina Univ.
Announces Dean’s List

NEWPORT, R.I. – The following
local residents have been named to
the Dean’s List for the Spring 2016
semester.

Brooke Binder of Cranford, who
graduated on May 15 from Salve
Regina University.

Francis Quigley of Scotch Plains, a
senior at Salve Regina University.

Lynn Earns Baldwin
Wallace Dean’s List

BEREA, O.H. – Matthew Lynn of
Westfield, a graduate of Westfield
High School majoring in music the-
atre, has been named to the Dean's
List for the spring 2016 semester at
Baldwin Wallace University, accord-
ing to Stephen D. Stahl, Provost. Stu-
dents who receive at least a 3.6 GPA
for seven or more graded hours in a
single semester are named to the
Dean's List.

Davis Earns Dean’s
List at Roger Williams
BRISTOL, RI – Tyler Davis, a resi-

dent of Cranford, has been named to
the Spring 2016 Dean's List at Roger
Williams University in Bristol, R.I.

Full-time students who complete
12 or more credits per semester and
earn a GPA of 3.4 or higher are placed
on the Dean's List that semester.

Local Students Graduate
from Albright College

READING, Penn. – Albright Col-
lege held its 157th Commencement
ceremony on May 22. Diplomas were
awarded to traditional, Accelerated
Degree Programs and master's de-

gree students.
Raymond Osterman of Scotch

Plains graduated with a bachelor of
science degree in computer science/
digital media.

Jessica Leonardis of Mountainside,
graduated cum laude with a bachelor
of arts degree in sociology: family
studies/Spanish.

Diplomas were presented by
Albright President Lex O. McMillan
III, Ph.D. World-renowned public
health advocate John R. Garrison
delivered the Commencement ad-
dress.

Reseter Named to
President’s List at Elon

ELON, N.C. – Nicole Resetar has
been named to the President’s List for
the 2016 spring semester at Elon
University.

The President’s List is composed
of students with no grade below an A-
minus in a minimum of 12 semester
hours.

Nicole, from Garwood, attended
ALJ High School in Clark and will be
studying in Australia at the Univer-
sity of the Sunshine Coast in
Queensland in the Fall.

Haines Recognized for
Academic Achievement

SCRANTON, Penn. – Emily
Haines of Westfield was among the
graduate students recognized for aca-
demic achievement at The University
of Scranton's post-baccalaureate de-
gree commencement, which was held
on May 28 on campus.

Students Make Dean’s
List at Georgia Tech
ATLANTA, GA – The following

students have earned the distinction
of Dean's List at the Georgia Institute
of Technology for Spring 2016. This
designation is awarded to undergradu-
ate students who have a 3.0 or higher
academic average for the semester.

Samantha Loop and Arielle
Margulies of Scotch Plains.

Casey Hewett Named
to Dean’s List at

Merrimack College
NORTH ANDOVER, Mass. –

Casey Hewett of Mountainside was
named to the Merrimack College
Dean's List for Spring 2016.

Clemson University
Announces Dean’s List

CLEMSON, SC – Local residents
have been named to the Dean's List at
Clemson University for the spring
2016 semester.

They are: Kevin M. Kaiser of
Cranford, who is majoring in Math-
ematical Sciences.

Emily Renee Roman of Cranford,
who is majoring in Nursing.

Kelly Lynn Schoustra of Cranford,
who is majoring in Financial Man-
agement.

Peter Sargent Mebane of Westfield,
who is majoring in Mechanical Engi-
neering.

Kathryn Margaret Sullivan of
Westfield, who is majoring in Eco-
nomics.

To be named to the Dean's List, a
student achieved a grade-point aver-
age between 3.50 and 3.99 on a 4.0
scale.

O’Brien of Westfield
Earns Dean's List

SCRANTON, Penn. – Shannon
O'Brien of Westfield was among stu-
dents added to The University of
Scranton Dean's List for the fall 2015
semester after publication of the list
in January of 2016.

Rosenblatt Receives
Degree from G.A. Tech.

ATLANTA, G.A. – Danielle
Rosenblatt of Scotch Plains has earned
a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical
Engineering from the Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology in Atlanta.

Rosenblatt was among approxi-
mately 3,000 undergraduate and
graduate students who received de-
grees.

Ullery Graduates at
WPI Commencement
WORCESTER, Mass. – On May

14, on the Worcester Polytechnic In-
stitute (WPI) campus quadrangle, 907
bachelor's degrees were awarded dur-
ing the university's 148th commence-
ment ceremony.

Heather Ullery of Scotch Plains,
was awarded a bachelor of science
degree in psychological science with
distinction.

Area Students
Graduate from

Washington and Lee
LEXINGTON, Virg. – The follow-

ing area students graduated from Wash-
ington and Lee University on May 26.

Daniel Jared Pesin, of Scotch
Plains, received a B.S.C. degree. Mr.
Pesin majored in Accounting and
Business Administration.

Krysta Michele Huber, of
Westfield, received a B.A. degree.
Ms. Huber majored in Journalism
and Mass Communications.

SPIRIT AWARD...Spirit Awards, the highest non-academic honor a student at
Saint Peter’s Prep can receive, were presented to students at a recent liturgy,
continuing a 36-year Prep tradition of recognizing the unsung heroes of the school
community. Fanwood resident Christopher Maloney, '16, second from left, was
cited for his openness to growth, adherence to core values, and genuine kindness.
He was also recognized for excellent work in campus ministry, particularly on
immersion trips and retreats.  Christopher is the son of Kathy and Brian Maloney
and is a graduate of Holy Trinity Interparochial School.  He will continue his
education at Loyola University Maryland. Pictured, from left to right are:
Principal James C. DeAngelo,'85, Christopher , President Kenneth Boller, S.J.,
and Dean of Student Life Anthony Locricchio, '96.

Local Students Earn
Dean’s List at Norwich

NORTHFIELD, V.T. – The fol-
lowing students have been recognized
on the dean’s list at Norwich Univer-
sity for the spring 2016 semester:

Nicole Kimberly Skickova and
Andrew Thomas Ciccarino of Scotch
Plains.

 Oak Knoll Announces
Upper School Grads.
SUMMIT — Oak Knoll School of

the Holy Child held its 88th com-
mencement ceremony on June 12, in
Summit. The 56 graduates kept with
school tradition and donned white
gowns and gloves, and carried peach
roses.

Oak Knoll School would like to
congratulate its Westfield graduates:
Catherine Korth, who will be attend-
ing the University of Notre Dame,
and Rachael Molina, who will be
attending Fordham University.

Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child
is a Catholic, independent school,
coeducational from kindergarten to
grade six and for girls in grades seven
to 12.

Wegbreit Graduates
From Univ. of Rochester
ROCHESTER, N.Y. – Jacob

Alexander Wegbreit, a resident of
Westfield, graduated from the Uni-
versity of Rochester on May 15 with
a bachelor of science degree in chemi-
cal engineering.

Jacob is the child of Joyce Wegbreit
and Steven Wegbreit, and a graduate
of Westfield High School.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Millen, of Westfield,
Earns degree from
Clark University

WORCESTER, Mass. – Hannah
J. Millen, of Westfield, received a
degree from Clark University on
Sunday, May 22.

Ms. Millen graduated cum laude
with a bachelor of arts in history
and art history.

D’Auria Graduates
from Widener Univ.

CHESTER, Penn. – Joseph D'Auria
of Scotch Plains graduated from Wid-
ener University recently with a bach-
elor of science in environmental sci-
ence.

Schetelich Named to
Wheaton Dean’s List
WHEATON, Ill. – Wheaton Col-

lege student James Schetelich of
Scotch Plains was named to the
Dean's List for the spring 2016
semester.

SP-F Grad. Named to
Dean’s List at Susquehanna
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PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN  
Check website for sign up information and eligibility  

 

SEPTEMBER  2016 
EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm   

Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm   
Re-Opening on Sundays from 1:00 - 5:00 pm on September 18 

Closed September 3-5 for Labor Day Weekend   
Closed September 16 for Staff Training Day 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for sign up information) 

9/13 10:00 am Coloring for Adults-all materials     
supplied; tea & coffee, too 

9/17  1:30 pm Design a Modern Victory Garden  

9/20  7:00 pm NJ’s Economy by Dean Hughes of 
Bloustein School of Planning & Policy 

9/23  1:30 pm TGIF! Madness of Jerry Lewis (video) 

9/24  2:00 pm Special Ed Law-What Parents Must 
Know by advocate Greer Gurland, Esq  

9/28  7:00 pm “Future of Journalism” for the Hale 
Speaker Series by Brian Carovillano 

9/30  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie Week: “Quartet” 

9/20 & 27  1:00 pm Afternoon Fun for 4’s & 5’s        

9/21 & 28 10:30 am Time for 3’s Storytime 

9/22 & 29 10:30 am 2’s on Thursday Storytime 

9/23 & 30 10:00 am Playgroup for Babies up to 23 months  

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Sausage Party
Food Orgy

2 & ½ popcorns

The Leader/Times Website

Provides Robust Features

to Assist You!

Subscribe to Our Papers

 Change Your Address

Submit a Paid Bulletin

Publish a Photo

 Place a Classified Ad

 Post Community News

List Your Organization

Place an Obituary Notice

Submit a Wedding Announcement

Search Past Editions

Place a Legal Notice

 Search Our Video Library

Goleader.com

OPEN
24 HOURS

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES

908-232-4407

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Contemplating Sausage Party, an
R-rated, animated food orgy in more
ways than one, I’m reminded of what
a fellow journalist once opined at a
block party: “You know what’s wrong
with you film critics? You see so many
movies that when you chance upon
something different, you just go crazy.”

Thus, I’m proud to report that while
the very bawdy, irreverent, sometimes
hilarious and ultimately overcooked
“Sausage Party” is certainly differ-
ent, I’m managing to contain myself.
While featuring some fine writing
and direction from a gaggle of popu-
lar, Hollywood humorists, perhaps
it’s the cartoon venue that inspires
some of the deleterious juvenility. In
any case, that, and the limitations of
just how far one can take an anthropo-
morphic parody keep the movie from
overriding my internal judgement
meter. I am no crazier than I was
before I saw this film.

But beware, dear reader, whether
D.A.R. member in good standing, lefty
cosmopolitan, inhibited biddy or free-
thinking debaucher who hasn’t been
right since Al Goldstein’s “Screw”
(magazine) halted publication, know
that Sausage Party may cross your
line of good taste. Perhaps inspired by,
and harking back to Ralph Bakshi’s X-
rated Fritz the Cat (1972), based on
Robert Crumb’s era-defining comic
strip, there is a dual-edged dynamic
that promotes its naughtiness. Cartoon
characters talking lasciviously is both
funny and, well, a bit unseemly.

Now that these warnings both on
the label and on the accompanying
sheet of precautions have been duly
noted, and I’m fairly confident that
some poor, unwitting viewer won’t
be abashed to the point of utter mad-
ness by this modern, cinema version
of the French postcard, on to the plot.
A cast of terrifically voiced groceries
live a charmed life at Shopwell’s su-
permarket, flirting, exchanging store
gossip and kibitzing with the glib
abandon of food with a far off “use
by” date. From soup to nuts, their
joviality is promoted by the knowl-
edge that The Great Beyond awaits.

In other words, though there’s not a
milk bottle or a can of beans who
could tell you what it’s like, they’ve
no doubt that there’s an afterlife. But
when a jar of honey mustard rejected
by its purchaser is returned to the
shelves, having thus bitten the forbid-
den fruit he tells what he’s seen. Noth-
ing is ever quite the same at
Shopwell’s. Doubt pervades. It’s just
too unthinkable to imagine and re-
calls Charlton Heston’s horror after
his discovery in Soylent Green (1973).

Of course the mustard’s contention
must be investigated, and what better
searcher of truth in this matter than an
all-American hot dog? Excellently

verbalized by Seth Rogen, he is ap-
propriately named Frank. Oh, they
refer to him as a sausage, but he’s
doubtless the frankfurter sub-species,
and probably a pork-beef blend, skin-
less, 8-to-a lb., if I’m interpreting the
artist’s brushstrokes correctly. But
what it doesn’t say on the package’s
required FDA nutrition info is that
Frank is an exceptional example of
his brand, the wiener version of a
Columbus or a Marco Polo.

Note that before the mustard’s proc-
lamation, Frank had the American
Dream all planned. He had no doubt
that he and Brenda (Kristen Wiig), a
coquettish bun, were made for each
other, and that they would live hap-
pily ever after in hot dog heaven. But
now it’s off on a hero’s journey with
some of his fellow comestibles. They
visit the liquor aisle, where they im-
plore the wisdom of Firewater (Bill
Hader), the bottled representation of
a Native American and the store’s
resident oracle.

Meanwhile, Barry (Michael Cera),
a fellow hot dog attempting to escape
from his suspected fate, finds himself
in the outside world, where he winds
up in the disheveled digs of Druggie,
a Shopwell’s employee and junkie
voiced by James Franco. There, the
slacker injects himself with bath salts,
which allows him to see Barry not as
a mere, inanimate weenie, but as a
fellow being. Of course the truce ends
when the crystals wear off and the
dope addict attempts to boil Barry
into a dirty water dog.

Up until this point, the risqué hu-
mor, a blend of political and sexual
satire chock full of metaphors, draws
some novel thoughts from the inno-
cent and then shattered beliefs of the
various foodstuffs. The filmmakers
essentially add a comic book-like
addendum to the atheistic adamancy
Bill Maher advanced in his
“Religulous” (2008). But when the
valiant victuals justifiably stage a re-
volt against the humans who they
once believed were gods, frame-cram-
ming rambunctiousness attempts to
substitute for creativity and nuance.

The ribald innuendos, initially cut-
ting edge, become adolescently ob-
sessive in the manner of a leering child
who, having just learned a new curse
word, must repeat it ad nauseam. While
it’s to be applauded for its ebullient
determination to flex its 1st Amend-
ment rights, it becomes obvious that,
while it might prove an amuse-bouche
for the broadminded, there’s just not
enough food for thought in Sausage
Party to make it a main entrée.

***
 Sausage Party, rated R, is a Co-

lumbia Pictures release directed by
Greg Tiernan and Conrad Vernon and
stars the voices of Seth Rogen, Kristen
Wiig and Michael Cera. Running time:
89 minutes.

Curtain Call Theatre
Classes at CDC Theatre

NOT KIDDING AROUND...Children in kindergarten through eighth grade can
discover the fun of performance at CDC Theatre Curtain Call classes.

CRANFORD – Registration is open
for Curtain Call theatre classes at
CDC Theatre, in Cranford, New
Jersey’s oldest community theatre.
Act One, for students in grades K-
four, meets Mondays, from 3:30 to
5:30 p.m. and begins September 19.
Act Two, for students in grades five to
eight, meets Wednesdays, from 3:30
to 5:30 p.m. and begins September

21.
The 2016 fall sessions will work

towards a workshop production of
Alice in Christmas Land on Decem-
ber 17. Tuition is $250 for the 13-
week program.

Registration forms and more infor-
mation may be found by visiting the
CDC Theatre website at
www.cdctheatre.org.

Westfield Student Awarded
Hickory Tree Scholarship

STIRLING – The Hickory Tree
Chorus chapter of Sweet Adelines
International will award its annual
$1,000 scholarship to Madeleine
Rosenthal, a graduating senior at
Westfield High School, during a
July 13 public performance at the
Shrine of St. Joseph in Stirling.

Ms. Rosenthal has been involved
in choral singing since elementary
school, and this year was President
of the Westfield High School cho-
rus, which is comprised of six en-
sembles. Ms. Rosenthal has been a
soloist in the chorus and jazz band,
and sang soprano in the New Jersey
All-State Women’s Chorus. She has
played the lead role in Westfield
high school musicals the past three
years, and was named Outstanding
Supporting Actress by Montclair
State Foxy Awards for her role in
The Cherry Orchard. This fall, Ms.
Rosenthal will attend the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati, College Conser-
vatory of Music, studying voice,
songwriting, music production, and
music business.

Hickory Tree Chorus is an award-
winning women’s chorus singing

popular music in four-part acappella
harmony, barbershop style. The cho-
rus welcomes interested singers to
visit one of its weekly rehearsals at
the Shrine of St. Joseph, 1050 Long
Hill Road, in the Stirling section of
Long Hill Township. Performance,
membership, and more information
at hickorytreechorus.org

Scene Study Classes
Enrolling at Dreamcatcher

SUMMIT – Dreamcatcher Reper-
tory Theatre, professional Theatre in
Residence at the Oakes Center in
Summit, will offer two levels of Fall
Scene Study classes for adults and
teens beginning October 19, with a
free introductory workshop on
Wednesday, October 5.

Film and theatre director and act-
ing instructor Alex Craig Mann will
teach the six-week Scene Study for
Teens and Adults classes. Level One,
for students who have little or no
formal acting training, runs from
October 19 through November 23 on
Wednesdays from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at
the Oakes Center, 120 Morris Avenue
in Summit. Level Two, for students
with acting training and experience,
runs from October 20 through De-
cember 1 on Thursdays from 7 p.m. to
10 p.m. (no class on Thanksgiving) at
MONDO, 426 Springfield Avenue in
Summit.

As an introduction to the instructor
and his methods, Dreamcatcher will
offer a free workshop on Wednesday,
October 5 from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at
the Oakes Center. This workshop is
an opportunity to get to know Mr.
Mann and his approach to the craft of
acting and training actors, as well as
to begin the hands-on process of work-
ing on your prepared material. After

an introductory conversation, you are
invited to get up and perform mono-
logues, scenes or audition sides that
you’ve selected and rehearsed for the
workshop. Mr. Mann will then work
with students on their pieces, direct-
ing them on the spot and seeking
input from the rest of the group. Reg-
istration is required by emailing
info@dreamcatcherrep.org, or by
calling (908) 514-9654.

The six-week scene study classes
are primarily designed as a collabo-
rative endeavor in which the actors
learn to direct themselves. Mr. Mann
will guide the actors to create a scene
that adheres to the story dictated by
the writer and incorporates as dy-
namic a performance as possible.

These classes are designed for the
New Jersey actor who is looking for
professional instruction without the
cost and inconvenience of travelling
to New York. Mr. Mann has a long
career both in front of and behind the
camera. He has recently relocated to
the east coast after having taught at
the Beverly Hills Playhouse for many
years. More information can be found
on his website,
www.alchemistmann.com. The cost
for either Scene Study class is $315.

Municipal and street parking is avail-
able for the class held at MONDO,
including a garage directly behind the
building. At Oakes, parking is avail-
able in the lot behind the theatre on
Ashwood Avenue and at the Summit
Recreation Center on Morris Avenue.
Both facilities are wheelchair acces-
sible. To register for the classes or for
information on any of Dreamcatcher
Repertory Theatre's programs, please
visit www.dreamcatcherrep.org or con-
tact Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre
at The Oakes Center, 120 Morris Av-
enue, Summit, NJ 07901, (908) 514-
9654.

WF Residents Graduate
From Tulane University
NEW ORLEANS, L.A. – Tulane

University awarded degrees to nearly
3,000 graduates on May 14 at the
Mercedes-Benz Superdome in New
Orleans.

Sarah Morasso of Westfield, gradu-
ated from the School of Architecture
with a Bachelor of Architecture, and
School of Architecture with a 5 Year
Master of Architecture.

Taylor Friss of Westfield, gradu-
ated from the Freeman School of
Business with a Bachelor Science
Management.

Abigail Sawers of Westfield, gradu-
ated from the School of Liberal Arts
with a Bachelor of Arts.

Amanda Earl of Westfield, gradu-
ated from the School of Liberal Arts
with a Bachelor of Science.

Rafaella Jakubovic of Westfield,
graduated from the School of Science
and Engineering with a Bachelor of
Science.

Dean’s List Announced
at Alvernia University
READING, Penn. – The following

students have been named to Alvernia
University's Dean's List for the spring
2016 semester. To be eligible for the
Dean's List, students must carry a
semester GPA of 3.5 or better and
take a minimum of 12 credits. Local
honorees include:

Sara Hayes of Scotch Plains. Ms.
Hayes is studying Criminal Justice
and is a graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School

Jessica Howard of Scotch Plains.
Ms. Howard is studying Occupational
Therapy and is a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School

Tiffany Inacker of Scotch Plains.
Ms. Inacker is studying Early Child-
hood Education with Special Educa-
tion and is a graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School

Esteves Named to
Simmons Dean’s List
BOSTON, Mass. – Charlotte

Esteves of Cranford was named to the
2016 spring semester dean’s list at
Simmons College in Boston.

To qualify for dean’s list status,
undergraduate students must obtain a
grade point average of 3.5 or higher,
based on 12 or more credit hours of
work in classes using the letter grade
system.

Area Students Graduate
from Lafayette College

Area Students Receive
Degrees at Miami Univ.

OXFORD, O.H. – Miami Univer-
sity awarded 3,889 degrees to stu-
dents during spring commencement
exercises on May 14.

Local students who received de-
grees include:

Samuel Baldwin of Westfield -
Bachelor of Science in Business,
majoring in Information Systems .

Maura Colwell of Westfield - Bach-
elor of Arts, majoring in Strategic
Communication .

Kailey Decker of Westfield - Bach-
elor of Arts, majoring in Strategic
Communication .

Allie Merkelson of Westfield -
Bachelor of Arts, majoring in Strate-
gic Communication .

Considered one of eight original
"Public Ivies" in the country, Miami
University is located in Oxford, Ohio.

EASTON, Penn. – The following
students have graduated from
Lafayette College in Easton, Pa. They
were among 568 undergraduate stu-
dents in the Class of 2016 awarded
degrees during the College's 181st
Commencement.

Students include:
Jacqueline Cirincione of Scotch

Plains graduated from Lafayette and
earned a bachelor of arts in environ-
mental studies .

David Jennings of Mountainside
graduated from Lafayette and earned
a bachelor of science in neuroscience
.

Morgan Miller of Cranford gradu-
ated summa cum laude from Lafayette
and earned a bachelor of arts in math-
ematics-economics Phi Beta Kappa,
Omicron Delta Epsilon, Pi Mu Epsi-
lon.

Audrey Peterson of Westfield
graduated from Lafayette and earned
a bachelor of science in mechanical
engineering .

Mia Spitz of Westfield graduated

from Lafayette and earned a bachelor
of science in biology with honors in
biology .

Charles Timko of Scotch Plains
graduated from Lafayette and earned
a bachelor of science in civil engi-
neering .

Lafayette is a top liberal arts col-
lege with 2,450 students and 215 full-
time faculty that offers a wide variety
of undergraduate degree programs
including engineering. With close
proximity to New York City and Phila-
delphia, Lafayette has one of the high-
est endowment-per-student rates in
the nation. This means ample re-
sources to fuel student research, and
provide opportunities for study
abroad, internships and field work. It
means outstanding facilities, Divi-
sion I sports, and funding for 250
student groups on one of the most
beautiful campuses in the country.

  Marist College Tells
Spring 2016 Dean’s List

POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. – The fol-
lowing students have been named to
the Marist College Dean's List for the
Spring 2016 semester:

Theresa Lotano of Westfield is a
member of the Class of 2018 and is
majoring in Social Work.

Evan McElheny of Westfield is a
member of the Class of 2019 and is
majoring in Computer Science.

Gianna Popola of Garwood is a
member of the Class of 2016 and is
majoring in Criminal Justice.

Catherine Sabatino of Westfield is
a member of the Class of 2017 and is
majoring in Psychology/Special Edu-
cation.

Rigano Graduates from
Simmons College

BOSTON, Mass. – Traci Tina
Rigano, a Scotch Plains resident,
earned a Master of Social Work from
the School of Social Work at Simmons
College in May.

Simmons College is a private uni-
versity located in the heart of Boston.

Hartnett Recognized As
SUNY New Paltz

Scholarship Recipient
NEW PALTZ, N.Y. – SUNY New

Paltz celebrates students for receiv-
ing a variety of different scholarships
during the 2015-2016 academic year.

Annabelle Hartnett of Cranford,
was awarded the New New Yorker
Scholarship.

During the 2015-16 academic year,
the SUNY New Paltz Foundation pro-
vided student scholarship awards to-
taling nearly $300,000 to 171 student
recipients. The College guaranteed
four-year awards to an additional 123
students through institutional funds.

www.goleader.com
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Fall in Love With the New
Season of Area Theatre Offerings

593 Birch Avenue, Westfield                           $850,000.      
Located in the Gardens, this magical home evokes visions of gracious 
living amid archways, thick walls, copious windows, gleaming hard-
wood floors and essential updates including a designer kitchen. There 
are two master suites, a roof top patio, updated baths and lovely yard.  

919 Grandview Avenue, Westfield                          $429,900.      
The inviting front porch opens to the living room with fireplace and 
the formal dining room with columned entry. A breakfast nook com-
pletes the kitchen while three bedrooms and a full bath fill the second 
floor. The fenced backyard with patio adds to allure of this home.  

36 Willow Road, Summit                                       $979,000.      
Tucked away on a quiet, tree-lined street, yet close enough to numer-
ous amenities, this beautifully tailored home welcomes you with im-
pressive foyer, gourmet eat-in kitchen that opens to the family room, 
palatial master suite, junior suite, rec room and fenced yard with patio 

15 York Lame, Edison                                   $609,000. 
Situated at the end of a lovely cul-de-sac, this distinguished brick 
Ranch offers unsurpassed one floor living. An easy flow is highlighted 
by French doors, hardwood floors, spacious rooms, two fireplaces, 
custom built-ins and an expansive yard with patio and in-ground pool. 

1039 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield              $1,200,000.               
Residing on one of Westfield’s most notable avenues, this quintessen-
tial Center Hall Colonial features 5 bedrooms, hardwood floors, eat-in 
kitchen with granite countertops, sliders to the expansive deck with 
hot tub & panoramic view of the 100 x 200 idyllic park-like property.  

316 St Georges Place, Westfield           $1,290,000. 
This recently constructed home combines designer details with an 
open floor plan, crafting an idyllic venue. Highlights: box beam ceil-
ings, mahogany inlay floors, top-of-the-line appliances, finished base-
ment with custom built-ins, speaker system and a bluestone patio 

AT THE BALLET...Olga Kifyak as Odette and Eugeniy Svetlitsa as Prince Siegfried in Swan Lake at the Union County
Performing Arts Center on Friday, September 23.

Russian Grand Ballet Brings
Swan Lake to Union Co. PAC

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA - As kids get ready to go
back to school, adults should start
filling their calendars with date nights
with area theatre. And there is plenty
of it right here in Union County.

Westfield Community Players
(WCP) at 1000 North Avenue West in
Westfield is opening their season on
Saturday, October 15 at 8 p.m. with
the classic And Then There Were None
which runs three weekends. WCP
loves to present classics like this
mystery by Agatha Christie. The inti-
mate theatre offers, like all other the-
atres, a series ticket that provides a
substantial discount. Tickets may be
purchased at their 24-hour ticket
hotline at (908) 232-1221 or by going
to their website to see the complete
season at
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org

The professional theatre of Pre-
miere Stages at Kean University in
Union, 1000 Morris Avenue in Union,
opens its season in the intimate Zella
Fry Theatre with the winner of their
2016 Play Festival, Les Cruces by
Vincent Delaney. The professional
company offers performances from

September 1 to 18 on Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday nights at 8 p.m. and
3 p.m. matinees. For tickets, call the
box office at (908) 737-SHOW (7469)
or see exceptional season offerings at
other campus venues - Wilkins The-
atre, Enlow Recital Hall and the Zella
Fry Theatre on their website:
www.keanstage.com.

Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre in
the Oakes Center 120 Morris Avenue,
Summit is presenting The How and
Why by Sarah Treem from September
22 to October 9. Treem’s story shows
where evolution and emotion collide in
this sharp play about science, family,
and survival of the fittest. Twelve pro-
fessional actors present a year-long sea-
son that includes plays, improv com-
edy, a holiday special, new play read-
ings and a community outreach pro-
gram. For tickets at the one-time church
now turned community center, check
the website, www.dreamcatcherrep.org
or call (800) 838-3006.

Another area based theatre - Alli-
ance Repertory Theatre – resides in a
building named Mondo at 426 Spring-
field Avenue in Summit, in a tiny
basement theatre. Alliance Rep con-
sistently presents unique plays, and
their season opener falls into this cat-

egory. The Vandal, is by actor/play-
wright Hamish Linklater. The three-
person play, called “darkly humor-
ous,” showcases what happens when
a boy and a woman meet and share
stories while waiting for a bus one
cold night. The show runs September
30, October 1, 6, 7, 8, 14, 15 with
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and
Thursday night and Sunday night at 7
p.m. Call (908) 472-1502 or check
out their website at
www.alliancerep.org.

Cranford Dramatic Club’s (CDC)
season begins with the ambitious
musical Assassins, scheduled for Fri-
days and Saturdays at 8 p.m., October
7, 8, 14,15, 21 and a 2 p.m. perfor-
mance on October 15. A multiple
Tony Award-winning theatrical tour-
de-force, Assassins combines Stephen
Sondheim's signature blend of stun-
ning lyrics and beautiful music with a
panoramic story of America’s culture
of celebrity and the violent means
some will use to obtain it. For more
information about the theatre at 78
Winans Avenue in Cranford, see
www.cdctheatre.org  or call (908)
276-7611.

The Producers, starts Paper Mill
Playhouse’s season off with a bang.
The Tony award-winning regional
theatre boasts professional actors at
the 22 Brookside Drive, Millburn
Theatre. The original Broadway hit,
which starred Nathan Lane and Mat-
thew Broderick, swept the Tony
awards. Paper Mill’s version runs
September 28 to October 23 with the
exception of Monday and Tuesday
nights. Call (973) 376-4343 or order
tickets online at www.papermill.org.

Union County Performing Arts
Center (UCPAC) has an abundance
of riches with a season of plays, mu-
sicals and individual performances at
their separate spaces: 199 seat -
Hamilton Stage, the Mainstage (a
renovated Vaudevillian Theatre) and
the Loft, a black box stage area in the
main building. For more information
of the upcoming impressive perform-
ers and performances scheduled for
this fall at 1601 Irving Street in
Rahway, use their website
www.ucpac.org or call (800) 840-
9227. Plenty of well-lit parking is
available for their theatres as part of
the cultural revitalization of down-
town Rahway.

Now is the time to secure tickets so
you can brag, like the people who saw
the original “Hamilton,” you were “in
the room where it happened.”

RAHWAY – The Russian Grand
Ballet is pleased to announce the
performance of Pyotr Ilyich
Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake in Rahway,
on Friday, September 23 at the Union
County Arts Center.

The troupe brings the classic bal-
let to life with Russia’s brightest
ballet stars to perform the full-length
production. The tickets to the Swan
Lake through Buy Tickets

The Russian Grand Ballet has es-
tablished a reputation for talent and
versatility by touring the world with
both full-length traditional ballets
and shorter ‘divertissements.’ Its
Ballet Master,  Vladimir
Troshchenko, is highly dedicated to
the timeless tradition of classical
Russian Ballet.

The Honored artist of Ukraine
Olga Kifyak will be dancing Odile/
Odette, with The Honored artist of
Ukraine Eugeniy Svetlitsa as Prince
Siegfried. Antonina Radiyevskaya,
Viktoriya Velasquez and Constantine

Mayorov will be performing Swan
Lake Pas de Trois for the 35-city
North American tour.

“There’s a good reason why Swan
Lake is so often called the ‘ballet of
all ballets’ – the combination of pure
romanticism, the story about love
and deception and Tchaikovsky’s
famous ballet music all continue to
reach new generations of audiences,”
said Troshchenko.

Swan Lake, based on Russian folk-
lore and German legend, follows a
heroic young prince as he works to
free the beautiful swan maiden from
an evil spell. The ballet is in three acts
with two intermissions, with music by
Tchaikovsky, choreography by Marius
Petipa and Lev Ivanov, and libretto by
Vladimir Begichev and Vasily Getzer.
Running time is approximately two
hours and 30 minutes.

For more information, please con-
tact Anastasia Heathcote at
Anastasia.heathcote@yahoo.com or
(310) 666-8922.
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OBLACHINSKI QUARTERBACK; BAKIE, McGOVERN RUNNING BACKS, DEFENSIVE BACKS

Cougar Footballers Look to Maintain Winning Tradition
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Stats have been entered in the
book that has shown last year’s
Cranford High School football
team that finished with a 12-0
record and won another North
Jersey, Group 3, Section 2 cham-
pionship had broken nearly ev-
ery scoring and rushing record in
school history. Now, this year’s
Cougars are faced with main-
taining that winning tradition.

“There’s a lot of new faces. It’s
good to have developed a win-
ning attitude and winning tradi-
tion but I need guys, who haven’t
played, to step up and be able to
play varsity football. I need guys,
who haven’t led, to step up and
lead,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said. “Those are my
two biggest areas of concern.”

The Cougars do return a few
veterans with good credentials
such as seniors Ryan Bakie, Brian
McGovern, Alex Esposito, Tom
Armstrong, Sean Bryson and An-

thony Ramirez and junior Dylan
Budnik.

“We’ve got some good players
coming back but the difference
on last year’s team were guys like
[Lucas] Ramadan, [Mike] Bellrose
and Grady. These were guys who
stepped up, played and started
that hadn’t started before,” Coach
Rosenmeier pointed out. “The
guys who have the experience
are going to have to lead us, not
just in terms of telling us what to
do but in terms of how hard they
are going to play and how well
they are going to play.”

As had been in the past, a num-
ber of players could be called
upon to play offense and defense.

“Our skill guys tend to go both

ways but we try to do our best in
the line to platoon. Our goal is the
certain skill guys will play a lot of
both ways but our goal up front is
to have that offensive lineman go
one way,” Coach Rosenmeier said.
“I am trying to get to that point.
Right now, we are going to have

a lot of guys going both ways but
I don’t want that to be the situa-
tion in the line. In our defense and
linebackers, you have to have
guys who need to run, so in the
line, I don’t want anybody going
fulltime both ways.”

The Cougars will go with a three-
man line on defense with Esposito
being on nose along side
Armstrong and junior John
Markase. Senior Andrew Joseph
and junior Jack Carroll will work
in the line.

The linebackers are expected
to be senior Patrick Hoey in the
middle with Budnik, senior Chris
Curry and Bryson.

“I really like Bryson and Budnik.
Bryson was a fulltime starter,
Budnick played a lot as the only
sophomore in the program. We

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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are solid there. Pat Hoey has been
the guy up to this point in the
preseason but that’s a high prior-
ity position, so he’s going to have
to show he deserves to stay there,
Coach Rosenmeier emphasized.

The defensive backfield is built
on speed with juniors Josh and
Josiah Cadet and senior Brian
Oblachinski at the corners, Bakie
at safety and strong safety
McGovern on the left and seniors
Josh DeChillo and Eric Shapiro
on the right.

“Our defense is built on speed.
Those guys in the secondary have
a lot of responsibility and Bakie is
like another linebacker. He has to
be equally good on the passes, on
the run. We think he’s a special
player back there right in the
middle of the defense. We are
going to have to rely on Bakie,
‘Obo’ and McGovern, Armstrong
and Espo. Those are the guys. We
got five guys back on defense, so
that’s the more experienced group,
so we are going to have to be very
good on defense at the beginning
of the year until our offense catches
up,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

“McGovern as a strong safety we
expect to be a force on the run but
also play in the secondary. With
Obo and the Cadets, speed gives
us a little opportunity to play some
Man, put more pressure on the
offense.”

Oblachinski has taken over the
reins at quarterback. Bakie,

McGovern and Josh Cadet will be
the running backs. Curry, senior
James Wozniak and junior Jake
Bradford will be on the end. On
the line, will be Budnik and Carroll
(left tackle), Ramirez and senior
Owen McDermott (left guard),
senior Tom DiMartino and junior
Kevin Easse (center), Esposito

and Matt Anstatt (right guard)
and Armstorng and senior John
Weston (right tackle).

“To have McGovern and Bakie
back and Ramirez, that’s our only
returning starters on offense. The
expectations offensively are still
high. We had opportunities last
year to get some guys into the
game. These guys aren’t brand
new but they have never started.
When you have a new quarter-
back and linemen, our defense is
ahead of our offense right now,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Last year the Cougars had a very
balanced running/passing game.

“We were very balanced last
year. Coach Ciccotelli really
wanted to be balanced and we
took that as a lesson coming into
this year,” Coach Rosenmeier
stressed. “I have been happy with
the way Brian has been throwing
the ball in the preseason. Bakie
has had as many passing yards as
he had rushing yards. I think he
will be a problem for every de-
fense that we face.”

Special teams play was very
special last year with exceptional

coverage and kicking. Oblachinski
is expected to work the punting
and extra points, while sopho-
more Jack McAleavey will kick
off. The Cadet brothers will re-
turn kickoffs and Bakie will re-
turn the punts.

“We consider it one third of the
game and we will put pressure on
from our kickoffs to our extra
point team through our Rugby
punter. I don’t want to give the
ball away. I want to keep it,”
Coach Rosenmeier said. “When
our special teams are out there it
doesn’t mean we are going to
turn the ball over. We are looking
for the opportunities outside or
the fake. It’s going to be some-
thing that we are going to be
ready to do. If the other team is
not ready, we are going to take
advantage. Same thing on extra
points. I would rather have two
points than one.”

The Cougars got a test in their
Quad scrimmage against
Carteret, North Bergen and War-
ren Hills on August 26 then they
will host Somerville on Friday,
September 9, at 7 p.m.

More photos on next page
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Cranford Cougar Footballers Look to Maintain Winning Tradition This Season

More photos on next page
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders Are Expecting an A++ Performance in Soccer
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St. Maximilian Nips St. Wolfgang, 15-14, to Play for St. Bart’s Championship
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Commentary

Casale Sheet Metal and Petro
Question Down To Crunch Time

Garwood  officially has been
debating what to do about the
Casale Sheet Metal and Petro
Plastics properties for more than
two years. That stretches to
seven if you consider the NJ Tran-
sit study that examined it and
what to do with the aging relics,
and goes to decades if you con-
sider how long the factories have
actually been sitting abandoned
and blighted along South Av-
enue next to the railroad tracks.

Crunch time has arrived.
Come Tuesday, September 13,

the municipality’s borough coun-
cil will hold a public hearing and,
likely, vote on a “redevelopment
plan” for the 5.3-acre plot.

The plan, given the blessing of
the town’s planning board four
months ago, would not approve
the massive project envisioned
by some for the site. But it would
be a big step toward it. The plan
would redefine the zoning for the
area from industrial to residen-
tial/commercial. It would set lim-
its, albeit not many according to
its critics.

While in the strictest sense the
plan would be a mere change in
zoning laws for the site, in actu-
ality the plans are a lot further
along than that — at least in
concept.

Ed Russo of Carlstadt’s Russo
Development, which is building
a similar-sized project in Harrison
next to Red Bull Arena, already
has purchased the Petro prop-
erty and has a contract to buy
the Casale factory.

Mr. Russo has unveiled what he
visualizes for the site — a four-
story, 315-unit apartment com-
plex with retail space, parking
deck, pool, open public area...the
works. At one point, it even in-
cluded a rooftop putting green.

The artist’s renderings are im-
pressive — and far better that
what’s at the corner of South and
Center now.

The council vote will not put its
imprimatur on those details, but
it will provide the OK for the
biggest issue — the 315 apart-
ments and the retail space.

Proponents of the redevelop-
ment plan have touted ridding
Garwood of one of — if not the —
biggest eyesores in town. The
Garwood Paperboard factory is
in the same category.

It will clean up an industrially
toxic site and, above all, give the
town a new — or at least a higher
— taxable property.

Critics claim it’s too big, that it
will increase the borough’s popu-
lation by 12-13 percent in one
swoop. Traffic, already congested
on South Avenue, will become
considerably worse. And the of-
ten-hailed tax benefit, they say,
has been superficially explained
at best.

They are dubious of claims that
the project will minimally impact
the schools — especially if the
developer (i.e. Russo) is allowed
to make a PILOT (payment in lieu
of taxes) — and not put substan-
tially more demands on the mu-

CARNIVAL KIDS...The Cranford Public Library recently completed its annual
Summer Reading Program, the theme of which was “On Your Mark, Get
Set…Read!” Together, the children of Cranford read for 16,757 hours. The
program ended with a carnival August 11 celebrating the hard work of all the
Summer Reading participants. More than 300 people braved the heat to play
games, win prizes, create crafts, have their faces painted by an artist from
ArteVino, and take a spin on the Fun Bus. For a list of other programs coming
up, visit the library Webpage at cranford.com/library.

Head-On Vehicle Crash Blocks Traffic
On North Avenue For Three Hours

GARWOOD — Traffic was
blocked in both directions on
North Avenue and detoured onto
Second Avenue for three hours
last Friday after a pick-up truck
and a school bus collided head-
on, police said.

The driver of the truck was
transported to University Hospi-
tal in Newark, Garwood police
Capt. Doug Stoffer said. His con-
dition was not available, Capt.
Stoffer said.

Two others were treated at the
scene by the Garwood First Aid
Squad.

“There were no kids on bus or

anything, thank God,” Capt.
Stoffer said.

The driver of the bus was treated
at the scene as was the driver of
another vehicle who swerved to
miss the accident, which occurred
about 12:30 p.m., left the road-
way and struck another moving
vehicle, he said.

The driver of the fourth vehicle
was not injured.

The cause of the crash was still
under investigation, Capt. Stoffer
said.

nicipal government (police, fire,
DPW, office staff).

The justification for the size of
the project has been the egre-
gious decision by the New Jersey
Supreme Court more than 40
years ago with its Mount Laurel
ruling that requires every town in
the state to provide its “fair share”
of “affordable” housing. If towns
don’t meet the court’s arbitrary
numbers, it allows developers —
like Russo — to build pretty much
what they want so long as they
include “affordable” housing.

It’s worth noting many who
support the redevelopment plan
in Garwood are Democrats, who
on one hand blame Mount Laurel
yet support their party’s plat-
form and candidates statewide
that hail the concept of “afford-
able housing”. There are a fair
number of Republicans, too.

The Casale-Petro properties are
slated for approximately 31 units
of affordable housing, just under
10 percent. Other, smaller,
projects in the area — like
Fanwood’s Station Square — was
approved earlier this year for
seven affordable units in a 35-
unit building — 20 percent.

If the Casale project used the
same percentage, its size would
be cut in half — about 150 units
— and Garwood would still have
its 30 “affordable units”.

Mr. Russo has said with the
toxic cleanup expected to cost
$5 million or more (in a total
project to run between $60 mil-
lion-$70 million), anything fewer
than 315 units “is not economi-
cally feasible.”

Of course we only have his
word for that, and nobody — at
least publicly — has asked for
more. And he has the Supreme
Court on his side.

Probitas Verus Honos

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-12  Thursday, September 1, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

CRANFORD
Tuesday, August 16, David

Cruz, 23, of Garwood and John
Logan, III, 32, of Westfield were
arrested and charged with pos-
session of heroin and possession
of paraphernalia, after a motor
vehicle stop at the intersection of
East North and Elizabeth Avenues
when police received an alert
that the vehicle was unregis-
tered via the Automatic License
Plate Reader. During an investi-
gation at the scene, police lo-
cated heroin on both the driver,
Cruz, and a passenger, Logan,
authorities said. Both men were
arrested, processed and released
pending a Superior Court ap-
pearance. Cruz was issued a
motor vehicle summons for an
unregistered vehicle.

Friday, August 19, Hector
Iglesias, 19, of Washington was
charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of para-
phernalia, after a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of Myrtle
Street and Rod Smith Place for a
motor vehicle violation. During

an investigation at the scene,
police located marijuana inside
the vehicle. Iglesias, a passen-
ger in the vehicle, was arrested,
processed and released pending
a Municipal Court appearance.
The driver was issued a motor
vehicle summons for having an
unclear license plate.

Sunday, August 21, Daniel B.
Wilson, 30, of Valdosta, Ga. was
arrested and charged with simple
assault and disorderly conduct.
While on routine patrol in the
area of East North and Spring-
field Avenues, police witnessed
an assault in progress. Upon con-
cluding an investigation at the
scene, police placed Wilson un-
der arrest. He was transported
to Cranford police headquarters,
where he was processed and re-
leased pending a Municipal Court
appearance. The victim refused
medical attention at the scene.

Monday, August 22, Fabian
Kearney, 46, of Newark was ar-
rested on charges of possession
of heroin; possession of prescrip-
tion pills and possession of para-
phernalia, after a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of Cen-
tennial Avenue and Cayuga Road
for operating a vehicle while hav-
ing its high beams illuminated.
During an investigation at the
scene, police located heroin and
prescription pills (Alprazolam)
inside the vehicle. The driver,
Kearney, was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a
Superior Court appearance.
Kearney also was issued motor
vehicle summonses for having a
controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) in a motor vehicle and for
operating a motor vehicle with
its high beams illuminated.

DWI Checkpoint
Set In Cranford

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Police Department has an-
nounced that it will conduct a
D.W.I. Checkpoint within the
township from 9 p.m. on Fri-
day, September 2, until 3 a.m.
on Saturday, September 3.

9/11 Memorial Service
Is Set In Cranford

CRANFORD — The Cranford
World Trade Center Committee
and the Cranford Clergy Council
will host a 9/11 Memorial Service
on Sunday, September 11, at  7
p.m. It will take place in
Cranford’s WTC Park at Spring-
field and North Union Avenues.

This event will honor those who
lost their lives in the September
11, 2001 attacks including fam-
ily, friends, first responders and
all who were affected by this
tragedy. All are welcome to at-
tend. In case of inclement
weather, the service will be held
at the First Presbyterian Church
across the street from the park.

For more information, call Jerry
Dobbins at (908) 447-2492.

Rev. Smith to Preach About
Peace at Cranford Church

CRANFORD — The Service and
Mission Team of the First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford has
announced that the Reverend
Brooks Smith will preach on
Peacemaking Sunday, October
2.

A native of Chicago, Ill. and
Albany, N.Y., Reverend Smith was
senior pastor of the Watchung
Avenue Presbyterian Church in
North Plainfield for 30 years. Prior
to coming to Watchung Avenue,
he served churches in Cuyahoga
Falls, Ohio and Allentown, Pa.

Reverend Smith received his
bachelor’s degree in economics
and history from Wesleyan Uni-
versity and his Divinity Degree
from Colgate Rochester Divinity
School. He also holds a Master of
Science degree from the New
School University in non-profit
management.

A longtime activist for peace,
Reverend Smith in 1964 partici-
pated in the Mississippi Freedom
Summer Project which shaped
his call to be a pastor. In the
early 1980s, he participated in
the Presbyterian Church program
“Witness for Peace,” which sent
representatives to Nicaragua to
witness the turmoil that was rais-
ing havoc in that country. While
at Watchung Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church, he led his youth
groups on annual mission trips to
the Dominican Republic, Mexico
and Nicaragua and has led mis-
sion trips to other countries in
Central and South America. Dur-
ing his time at Watchung Av-
enue, he led the creation of a
housing corporation, opened an
after-school program and started
a refugee center. He also served
on the Advisory Board for Pres-
byterian Disaster Assistance
which included making a trip to
Haiti after the earthquake there.

Currently, Reverend Smith is
the Parish Associate at the Bound

Brook Presbyterian Church. Other
activities include serving as chair-
man of the Disaster Prepared-
ness and Response Commission
of the Presbytery of Elizabeth,
working with the Union County
Long Term Recovery Group for
Hurricane Sandy and volunteer-
ing his experience and energy
with Peaceworks, an organiza-
tion working to better the lives of
the poor in Nicaragua. He also
will once again lead the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford’s
Mission Trip to Nicaragua in Janu-
ary.

Reverend Smith and his wife,
Gail, a retired guidance counse-
lor and director, reside in North
Plainfield. They have two sons,
Steven and Drew, and three
grandchildren.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Cranford is located at 11
Springfield Avenue. Sunday ser-
vices are at 10 a.m. For further
information, call the church of-
fice at (908) 276-8440.

Acoustic Soul Due
At Community Ctr.
CRANFORD — The Friends of

the Cranford Public Library will
sponsor an evening of country
music featuring Acoustic Soul on
Monday, September 12, at 7:30
p.m., in the Cranford Commu-
nity Center.

Acoustic Soul includes Joanne
Clendining on guitar and vocals
and Geno Samero on guitar and
vocals. Admission is free and all
are welcome. The Cranford Com-
munity Center is located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

For information on other up-
coming programs sponsored by
the Friends of the Cranford Pub-
lic Library, or to learn more about
the Friends organization, visit the
Cranford Public Library web page
at cranford.com/library.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Exercise Class For
Cranford Seniors
CRANFORD — The township’s

park’s and recreation depart-
ment is seeking new partici-
pants for its Senior Healthy
Bones low-impact exercise pro-
gram on Monday evenings.

All Cranford senior residents
are eligible for the class at the
Cranford Community Center at
220 Walnut Street.

Those interested in the pro-
gram are encouraged to call the
center at (908) 709-7283.

Hartnett Recognized
As SUNY New Paltz

Scholarship Recipient
NEW PALTZ, N.Y. – SUNY New

Paltz celebrates students for
receiving a variety of different
scholarships during the 2015-
2016 academic year.

Annabelle Hartnett of
Cranford, was awarded the New
New Yorker Scholarship.

During the 2015-16 academic
year, the SUNY New Paltz Foun-
dation provided student schol-
arship awards totaling nearly
$300,000 to 171 student re-
cipients. The College guaran-
teed four-year awards to an
additional 123 students through
institutional funds.
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Local Letters to the Editor
When Public Input Is Frowned Upon
By Government, Democracy Withers
For those involved in Garwood,

we are well aware of the very
large and very high-density
project proposed for the Casale
Factory property on South and
Center. The readers of The
Westfield Leader this year have
seen many letters written from
January to now by Garwood lo-
cals and officials regarding this
project. However, I cannot shake
this feeling that something is
missing throughout this whole
procedure. When one looks at
the criteria, that the proposed
project would increase Garwood’s
population by 10 percent, hous-
ing units by 17 percent and push
the rental ratio to 50 percent
rentals, concerns are raised and
should be discussed carefully
between the government enti-
ties and the public.

This project was kept pretty
much low profile and not adver-
tised while being discussed in
the planning board meetings in
late 2015. The people would have
not been aware be it not for
coverage of The Westfield Leader.
Since I am normally involved in
my town as a volunteer or an
appointee, I wrote a letter with
suggestions for leverage in ne-
gotiations of the borough and
approximately 20 suggestions as
to Garwood achieving infrastruc-
ture items toward the better-
ment of our town. In subsequent
meetings I asked twice about the
letter and PB (planning board)
Chair Greet’s response was, “we
received your letter, thank you.”
We heard not even a possibility
of review or opinion. Then, thanks
to a group of residents, the last
two planning board meetings had
150 residents in attendance,
most criticizing the size of the
project. However, again, we

heard not even a possibility of
review or opinion toward the resi-
dents concerns, and the planning
board then approved the Casale
redevelopment plan and for-
warded it to the [M&C] mayor
and council for their review and
vote.

In a July council meeting public
comment period, I asked what
are the powers and the authority
that the council has toward their
vote. The borough attorney basi-
cally gave a dissertation on the
procedure of a redevelopment
plan but never gave an opinion
toward what powers the council
has. I asked again and did not get
a clear answer. People in the
council room that night agreed
that the question was never an-
swered. By the next council meet-
ing, I had researched a statute,
and noted to the council that
they have the power to amend or
revise the plan and asked exactly
what was meant by amend or
revise. No one answered nor
thanked me for my efforts. Lead-
ing up to the next council meet-
ing, I wrote a letter to the M&C
pointing out that no one on the
governing bodies had experience
with the redevelopment ordi-
nance nor with such a large pro-
posed project. For the education
of not only myself and the public
but the M&C themselves, my let-
ter asked 11 questions regarding
specific input that the council
may have prior to the vote. I
asked this letter be given to the
borough attorney since he may
be versed on such an ordinance.
I pointed out that answering these
questions would give a good idea
to the public just what concerns
and issues they should note to
the council for their deliberation.
Twice, in the public comment

period I had asked Mayor
Lombardo to please answer the
questions in the letter. Only one
councilor responded toward my
question about the “point of no
return” where the project size
could not be changed, and she
said that the September 13th
public hearing is not considered
the point of no return. But she
may be misled on that fact. For
the balance of questions, the
public heard not even a possibil-
ity of review or opinion. So the
public, the mayor and council
and its professionals left the
meeting without a clue as to
what the public hearing and coun-
cil vote really is all about or what
is supposed to be achieved.

From my research, this rede-
velopment project appears to
have violated the Garwood Mas-
ter Plan and even the fair share
housing plan that was submitted
and approved by a judge, and is

four times more dense as the
master plan calls for that prop-
erty. I do not know if this project
is proper or not. To me, the
metrics noted above appear to
be too much of an outlier. We
find that other professionals out-
side of Garwood agree it’s too
large. But the public is left out of
the loop and is not even being
educated as to how they should
formulate any arguments to the
M&C since the public does not
even know what the mayor and
council is able to do leading up to
their vote. The public has been
locked out of the governmental
process except for public hear-
ings, which are by law. When
public thirst for knowledge and
input is frowned upon by govern-
ment entities, democracy with-
ers and dies; and so does the
community.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Garwood Redevelopment, Citizens Ask
For Compromise Before It’s Too Late

A vote to adopt the ordinance for
the proposed 315-unit apartment
redevelopment project on South
and Center Streets in Garwood
by Borough Council is set for
Tuesday, September 13 at 7 p.m.
at Lincoln School. We are hoping
many Garwood residents will
come and speak out about our
town’s future.
Many of us have made a con-
certed effort to learn about the
transit development plan by at-
tending council meetings, reach-
ing out to council members and
the mayor to answer our ques-
tions. Most Garwood residents
agree that the redevelopment of
the Casale and Petro property
would be a welcome change, but
the sheer density of 315 units is
hard to accept. Although it seems
that a transit-oriented develop-
ment – with rents set to range
from $2,200-$3,300 a month –
is “smart growth” as indicated by
research, no one knows the full
impact this will have on our town.

The target population will be
“millennials,” “divorced singles”
and “empty-nesters.” (These
rents seem quite high for
millennials, many who are forced
to live at home with steep college
loans to repay on entry-level job
salaries.)
But when a proposal like this will
increase the town’s population
by 13 percent (as cited by the
developer, Russo Development),
or likely more, one must ques-
tion how this will impact the
town’s infrastructure, traffic and
services on this small town of
only 8/10ths of a square mile.
Also, this population percentage
does not account for the vacant
property across the street from
this development (corner of
South and West Street) or the
Paperboard building on North Av-
enue, which if more apartments
are placed, could push our rental
to ownership ratios to 70 per-
cent.
Although many residents would

like the number of units planned
lowered, we need to come up
with options in case this plan is
adopted. It was stated at the
public planning board meeting in
April that the builder cannot go
below 280 to 290 due to the
cleanup cost of the land in order
to make a profit. We have noth-
ing but the builders word on this
assertion. With that said, if the
amount cannot be lowered, it
would make sense for the council
to investigate the option of hav-
ing a mixture of rental and pur-
chased units as well as renting to
doctors and other businesses
outside of just the nine retail
stores that the developer has
included in the plan.
Another issue that has been
brought up is our town’s low-
income housing (COAH) obliga-
tions. Based on recent court de-
cisions, the number has changed
and changes every 10 years.
Neighboring towns like Westfield
have decided to put large projects
on hold until a firmer decision is
made. According the council
meeting on August 23, it was
stated that Garwood needs 99
more units for low/moderate in-
come housing as the worst case
scenarios but the number is not
yet fixed due to lawsuits since
pending regarding this issue. Our
understanding is Garwood just
needs a working plan of provid-
ing low/moderate housing, and
it would be best for our town to
work toward a goal to provide
this. The developers should not
hold this over our heads as the
reason why they need to build so
many units.
There is no question that rede-
velopment is good for Garwood.
We understand that these lots of
land are private property and
that Petro Plastic property is al-
ready owned by Russo Develop-
ment. What is needed is compro-
mise. Examining options of hav-
ing rentals and purchased units,
plus more space for businesses
to rent can only help our town
financially. This will also help
manage the number of rentals.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Former Dem Councilman Assails GW
GOP Over Development Reticence

“I’m concerned about the op-
tics,” Garwood Councilman
Mathieu said at the last council
meeting expressing his concern
about council members voting
on adoption of the South Avenue
Redevelopment Plan at the Sep-
tember 13 public hearing. He
wants residents to believe that it
will be first time the council mem-
bers hear this plan. I believe that
Garwood residents should be con-
cerned about Councilman
Mathieu’s inability to make a de-
cision. Wasn’t he elected to make
decisions? Shouldn’t he be more
concerned about the merits of
the plan instead of ‘optics’?

It’s funny how the councilman
wasn’t ‘concerned about the op-
tics’ when he treated Garwood
senior Pat DiFabio disrespectfully
and rudely at a public meeting a
few years ago when Mr. DiFabio
expressed a counter opinion than
Mr. Mathieu. He wasn’t ‘concerned
about the optics’ when he embar-
rassed the entire borough with
his ethnic slurs against Italian
Americans playing bocce ball. He
wasn’t ‘concerned about the op-
tics’ when he attempted to hu-
miliate former Roselle Park Mayor
Joseph Accardi who was provid-
ing Garwood residents with his
redevelopment experience at a
public session just this past April.

Every other week throughout
their term council members re-
ceive information packets for
upcoming meetings. They are
asked to make decisions on items
on the following council meeting
agenda. The week before plan-
ning board meetings - which Mr.
Mathieu has been council liaison

since January – receive informa-
tion packets on applications upon
which they must vote. Diligent
council and board members seek
information before, and ask ques-
tion during, their meetings. They
cast their vote yes or no. They
make decisions. Council mem-
bers Mathieu, Sarno and Cuccaro
don’t like to make decisions until
they conduct surveys of Garwood
residents and see which way the
particular residents they speak
to want them to vote. They pre-
fer referendums on subjects upon
which they are afraid to cast
their votes.

I was fully aware when I voted
to restructure the Department of
Public Works and save the bor-
ough thousands of dollars that I
might lose my November elec-
tion. But I cast my vote for what
I believed – and still do – was the
best decision for Garwood. No
elected councilman since (includ-
ing Mr. Mathieu) has proposed to
return the department to its
former structure. It must be
working as our same DPW staff
continues to do a great job. (Even
though council members
Mathieu, Sarno and Cuccaro
voted against their beloved DPW
continuing to be able to do a
great job when they voted against
buying a new garbage truck.
Seems a bit disingenuous, doesn’t
it?) Council members who say
they will only vote the way resi-
dents want them to vote might
as well resign their positions and
replace themselves with polling
machines. When every Garwood
voter votes, the machines will
tell us the decisions for the bor-
ough. I don’t think that
Garwoodians want that to be their
representative government.

Councilman Mathieu – like most

Garwood residents – has been
aware of the South Avenue rede-
velopment for years. He has had
the plan itself since the planning
board reviewed it months ago.
Council members are not being
asked to vote after one public
meeting on the subject, but
many. His ‘optical concern’ is
nothing more than another stall-
ing tactic. Since the council al-
ready agreed to vote after Labor
Day – at Mr. Mathieu’s request –
he is now employing a new tactic
to just delay the vote until after
November when he hopes to have
a new Republican on council to
vote against it. I submit that
Councilman Mathieu is more con-
cerned about his election than he
is about Garwood. His team has
finally publicly recognized that
most residents support some
type of development on the prop-
erties – admitting that it has to
be better than the current situa-
tion. The redevelopment process
is long, and the September vote
is just one of many more to come
– including a future vote on den-
sity. Considering Mr. Mathieu
never had a problem voting the
night of a public hearing in the
past six years, he shows that his
concern is for his election, not
Garwood.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Local Letters to the Editor

We encourage the residents to
stay informed on this issues and
upcoming issues regarding the
property across the street from
this site and the Paperboard prop-
erty. We are hopeful that the
council, cayor and planning board
will pursue alternative options
for mixed-use occupancy as a
compromise if this proposal goes
through, and listen to the resi-
dents of Garwood.

Denise Ridente
Concerned Citizens of Garwood

221 Facebook Members
Probitas Verus Honos

GW Redevelopment,
Ask for Compromise

Jumble Store Reopens
With Special Sales Coming
CRANFORD — The Junior

League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
(JLEP) has announced that The
Jumble Store, its non-profit thrift
shop located at 110 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford, has reopened
for the 2016-2017 year. Dona-
tions received during the sum-
mer are now available for pur-
chase, so the JLEP encourages
customers to shop early for the
best selections.

The Jumble Store is open
Wednesday and Friday, 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m.; Thursday, 11 a.m. to
8 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. It is closed Sunday through
Tuesday. Donations are welcome
during store business hours.

The Jumble Store serves as the
primary fundraiser for the JLEP.
All proceeds help fund the Career
Closet, which provides free ca-
reer wear to women re-entering
the workforce; the Teen Closet,

which provides résumé and col-
lege application instruction, and
free career wear to underserved
high-school seniors; and college
scholarships to deserving high-
school seniors.

The JLEP also has posted the
dates for upcoming special sales
at the Jumble Store.

The Bag Boutique kicked off
August 31 and will continue
through Saturday, September 3.

A Halloween Costume Sale will
be held Saturday, September 24.

A Winter Coat Sale will take
place Friday and Saturday, Octo-
ber 14 and 15.

Interested persons are invited
to follow The Jumble Store on
Facebook – thejumblestore;
Twitter@jlepjumblestore; and
Instagram — thejumblestore.

For more information, contact
(908) 276-0222 or
jumblestore@jlepnj.org.

READY TO JUMBLE...The Jumble Store, operated by the Junior League of
Elizabeth-Plainfield, has now reopened for the 2016-2017 season, with recent
donations available for purchase. It is located at 110 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
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Clemson University
Announces Dean’s List
CLEMSON, SC – Local residents

have been named to the Dean's
List at Clemson University for the
spring 2016 semester.

They are: Kevin M. Kaiser of
Cranford, who is majoring in
Mathematical Sciences.

Emily Renee Roman of
Cranford, who is majoring in
Nursing.

Kelly Lynn Schoustra of
Cranford, who is majoring in Fi-
nancial Management.

Peter Sargent Mebane of
Westfield, who is majoring in
Mechanical Engineering.

Kathryn Margaret Sullivan of
Westfield, who is majoring in
Economics.

To be named to the Dean's List,
a student achieved a grade-point
average between 3.50 and 3.99
on a 4.0 scale.

Salve Regina Univ.
Announces Dean’s List
NEWPORT, R.I. – The following

local residents have been named
to the Dean’s List for the Spring
2016 semester.

Brooke Binder of Cranford, who
graduated on May 15 from Salve
Regina University.

Francis Quigley of Scotch Plains,
a senior at Salve Regina Univer-
sity.

Reseter Named to
President’s List at Elon
ELON, N.C. – Nicole Resetar

has been named to the
President’s List for the 2016
spring semester at Elon Univer-
sity.

The President’s List is composed
of students with no grade below
an A-minus in a minimum of 12
semester hours.

Nicole, from Garwood, attended
ALJ High School in Clark and will
be studying in Australia at the
University of the Sunshine Coast
in Queensland in the Fall.

Curtain Call Theatre
Classes at CDC Theatre

NOT KIDDING AROUND...Children in kindergarten through eighth grade can
discover the fun of performance at CDC Theatre Curtain Call classes.

CRANFORD – Registration is
open for Curtain Call theatre
classes at CDC Theatre, in
Cranford, New Jersey’s oldest
community theatre. Act One, for
students in grades K-four, meets
Mondays, from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.
and begins September 19. Act
Two, for students in grades five
to eight, meets Wednesdays,

from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. and be-
gins September 21.

The 2016 fall sessions will work
towards a workshop production
of Alice in Christmas Land on
December 17. Tuition is $250 for
the 13-week program.

Registration forms and more
information may be found by vis-
iting the CDC Theatre website at
www.cdctheatre.org.

Esteves Named to
Simmons Dean’s List
BOSTON, Mass. – Charlotte

Esteves of Cranford was named
to the 2016 spring semester
dean’s list at Simmons College in
Boston.

To qualify for dean’s list status,
undergraduate students must
obtain a grade point average of
3.5 or higher, based on 12 or
more credit hours of work in
classes using the letter grade
system.

  Marist College Tells
Spring 2016 Dean’s List
POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. – The fol-

lowing students have been
named to the Marist College
Dean's List for the Spring 2016
semester:

Theresa Lotano of Westfield is
a member of the Class of 2018
and is majoring in Social Work.

Evan McElheny of Westfield is a
member of the Class of 2019 and
is majoring in Computer Science.

Gianna Popola of Garwood is a
member of the Class of 2016 and
is majoring in Criminal Justice.

Catherine Sabatino of Westfield
is a member of the Class of 2017
and is majoring in Psychology/
Special Education.

Area Students Graduate
from Lafayette College

EASTON, Penn. – The follow-
ing students have graduated
from Lafayette College in Easton,
Pa. They were among 568 un-
dergraduate students in the
Class of 2016 awarded degrees
during the College's 181st Com-
mencement.

Students include:
Jacqueline Cirincione of Scotch

Plains graduated from Lafayette
and earned a bachelor of arts in
environmental studies .

David Jennings of Mountainside
graduated from Lafayette and
earned a bachelor of science in
neuroscience .

Morgan Miller of Cranford
graduated summa cum laude
from Lafayette and earned a
bachelor of arts in mathemat-
ics-economics Phi Beta Kappa,
Omicron Delta Epsilon, Pi Mu
Epsilon.

Audrey Peterson of Westfield
graduated from Lafayette and
earned a bachelor of science in
mechanical engineering .

Mia Spitz of Westfield gradu-
ated from Lafayette and earned
a bachelor of science in biology

with honors in biology .
Charles Timko of Scotch Plains

graduated from Lafayette and
earned a bachelor of science in
civil engineering .

Lafayette is a top liberal arts
college with 2,450 students and
215 full-time faculty that offers
a wide variety of undergradu-
ate degree programs including
engineering. With close prox-
imity to New York City and Phila-
delphia, Lafayette has one of
the highest endowment-per-
student rates in the nation. This
means ample resources to fuel
student research, and provide
opportunities for study abroad,
internships and field work. It
means outstanding facilities, Di-
vision I sports, and funding for
250 student groups on one of
the most beautiful campuses in
the country.

Reading is Good For You
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Davis Earns Dean’s
List at Roger Williams
BRISTOL, RI – Tyler Davis, a

resident of Cranford, has been
named to the Spring 2016 Dean's
List at Roger Williams University
in Bristol, R.I.

Full-time students who com-
plete 12 or more credits per se-
mester and earn a GPA of 3.4 or
higher are placed on the Dean's
List that semester.

Hofstra Tells Spring
Dean’s List Students

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. – Hofstra Uni-
versity congratulates the stu-
dents named to the Spring 2016
Dean's List for their outstanding
academic achievement. Students
must earn a grade point average
of at least 3.5 during the semes-
ter to make the Dean's List.

Moises Philippsborn Rosenbach
of Cranford.

Gabrielle Sully of Cranford.
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