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Westfield Adult School
Returns With New Affiliation
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Whether Your Real Estate Needs are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready to Assist You 

Every Step of the Way.

Extraordinary Professionals. 

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The once uncer-
tain future of the Westfield Adult School
has been settled.

The school, which discontinued op-
erations last year amid declining enroll-
ment, decreasing revenue and the de-
parture of several board members, will
reopen on Monday, September 19, as
part of The Adult School of the
Chathams, Madison and Florham Park.
Catalogs were mailed to residents in
Westfield and surrounding communi-
ties last week. Registration began on
August 24.

“In a town where education is highly
valued, it is good to see that opportuni-
ties for adults to learn another lan-
guage, to sharpen skills, and be part of
dynamic discussions will once again be
accessible,” Westfield Schools Super-
intendent Margaret Dolan said in an
email. “We are pleased to continue to

offer Westfield High School in the
evening for this purpose.“

The Westfield Adult School Asso-
ciation was a nonprofit that served
Westfield and more than 20 surround-
ing communities. It offered enrichment
courses for adults in several categories
including business, computers and so-
cial media, arts, cooking, languages
and real estate. The school had offered
as many as 130 classes in one semester.

The revitalized school will offer more
than 50 courses on Monday nights at
Westfield High School in areas ranging
from arts and crafts to music to comput-
ers. Specific classes include “How to
(Finally) Write Your Book,”
“Empanadas - the Perfect Pocket Food,”
“Lose Weight with Hypnosis,” and
“Great Decisions 2016 Series,” an eight-
week program where students discuss
key foreign policy issues, as featured in
the 2016 Foreign Policy Association
briefing book.

The school will also offer yoga, dance
and fitness classes courses at local stu-
dios, such as tap dancing, barre, Zumba
and hooping hoopla, a workout which
uses hoops larger and heavier than hula
hoops to build core strength and tone
the entire body. For the first time, all
English as a Second Language classes
will be free.

Westfield residents will also have
access to the more than 300 classes held
at other Adult School locations in
Florham Park, Basking Ridge, Madi-
son, Bernards Township and Chatham.

The Westfield Adult School, which
was founded in 1938, discontinued
operations after the spring 2015 semes-
ter, citing financial challenges. Spring
enrollment in the classes was 420, down
from 918 in the spring 2012.

The school lost its executive director
that June and the board president re-
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools
Prep. for Full Day Kindergarten
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By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for TheScotch Plain-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Eighteen sec-
tions of full-day kindergarten classes
will be spread over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district’s five elemen-
tary schools this year, superintendent
Margaret Hayes said.

The new program is being accom-
modated in four classrooms that were
added to Evergreen Elementary School
and two to William J. McGinn Elemen-
tary.

Council member Evan Murray told
the board “the final touches” are being

completed in preparation for the first
day of school. Classes begin Tuesday,
September 6.

“We have more work to do but we are
very optimistic that the classrooms will
be ready for September 6,” Ms. Hayes
told the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

She confirmed all of the teachers
have been hired and have had proper
staff development over the summer, in
preparation for the new program.

“Now we are just waiting for them to
finish those last little touches on the
rooms.” Dr. Hayes commented.

Newly hired faculty have been pre-
paring for the opening of school. New
staff orientation took place on Wednes-
day and Thursday of last week and will
be completed on Friday of this week.

Ms. Hayes told the board it had been
a “wonderful” two days with the new
staff and faculty members were “uni-
formly enthusiastic.”

Board president Nancy Bauer re-
layed that administrators, supervisors
and principals attended the orientation
“to support the new staff” and to make
them feel welcome. A total of 29.5
positions, teachers and staff, were added
to support the new full-day program.

Mr. Murray reported that among the
summer projects that were completed
or are in their final phases were window

and roof replacement, asbestos tile re-
moval and door insulation.

Additionally, water was tested for
lead and results indicated no problems.
The only exception was a kitchen sink
with a dripping faucet, which has been
replaced.

In other matters, the board is contem-
plating the purchase of a new school
bus.

As reported by Mr. Murray, the dis-
trict owns a fleet of six 54-seat buses,
one of which is in need of a new engine
that costs approximately $24,000.

“All the buses in the district were
purchased at the same time” so in the
next three years all six buses will at one
point need to be replaced, Mr. Murray
said.

He indicated he believed it to be
prudent to replace the buses one at a
time.

New buses will run on gasoline as
opposed to the diesel models the dis-
trict has and will have air conditioning.

Business Administrator Deborah
Saridaki emphasized the need for buses
with air conditioning.

“The concern is the special needs
students,” she said, noting that some
students’ individual education plans
(IEPs) specify the need for air-condi-

St. Bart’s Fest, School
Marks Summer’s End
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With sum-
mer in its waning — and still hot —
days, the fall calendar in Scotch
Plains is a full one, starting with the
annual St. Bartholomew/UNICO
Italian Festival over the four-day
Labor Day weekend and followed
by the opening of the new school
year.

The festival — which honors San
Nicola di Bari, the patron saint of the
town of Montazzoli, Italy, from
which many Scotch Plainsers emi-
grated 100 years ago — runs from
4:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. on Friday,
September 2, Saturday, September
3, and Sunday, September 4, and
from 1:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Monday,
September 5.

Live music, food, rides, games
and nightly 50-50 raffles will be fea-
tured at the festival, which started in
1974.

For school-age children and teen-
agers, there will be time for one
more good night’s sleep before sum-
mer vacation formally ends and
schools open on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 6.

Various orientations for students
and parents are scheduled for later
this week and next week in advance
of the new school year, which also
will feature the debut of full-day
kindergarten classes.

Labor Day also marks the tradi-
tional start of what looks to be a busy
political season in Scotch Plains.

Democratic mayor Kevin Glover
is seeking a second term in Novem-
ber and will be opposed by three
candidates: Republican Alexander
Smith and two independents, former
Republican mayor Nancy Malool and
the Reverend Keith Owens. The
township council seat currently held
by Democrat Colleen Gialanella also
will be up for grabs, with Democrat
Luisa Bianco and Republican Ted
Spera vying to fill the seat.

All the candidates have agreed to
take part in a forum sponsored by
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
on Wednesday, October 26.

The township council met on Au-
gust 30, and then will resume its
normal schedule of on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 20. The planning board has
its next meeting set for Monday, Sep-

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROMOTION...Scotch Plains mayor Kevin Glover, left, swears in Paul Belford as a captain pf the township police
department on Tuesday night with his wife Theresa holding the Bible at his side.

Glover Questioned Over
Pay Raise for Manager

Photo courtesy of Robert Cozzolina
NEARING THE 19TH HOLE…Fellow golfers and spectators watch one of the last foursomes on the final night of the
Thursday Night League at Shackamaxon County Club in Scotch Plains.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EXPECTING TO HAVE AN A++ SEASON...The Raider soccer boys (light blue)
had an active scrimmage with Morristown in Scotch Plains last week. The Raiders
are anticipating an A++ season. The Raiders will host Plainfield in their season
opener on Thursday, September 8, at 4 p.m. then will host Westfield on Saturday,
September 10, at 3 p.m. See story on page 9.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Kevin Glover said he was merely
following past practice when he au-
thorized a salary increase earlier this
year for township manager Al
Mirabella.

At Tuesday night’s township coun-
cil meeting, Republican Councilman
Llewellyn Jones questioned the
mayor, a Democrat, about the salary
increase, which Mr. Jones said he
discovered when reviewing the town-
ship bill list for August.

Mr. Glover recalled that he had
discussed the matter with an unspeci-

fied number of council members, but
not with the entire council during a
formal session.

The mayor also claimed that previ-
ous mayors had done likewise. Town-
ship attorney Robert Renaud, who
was not present at this week’s meet-
ing, will be asked to look into the
propriety of the mayor’s action.

The council also discussed the prop-
erty at the corner of Westfield Avenue
and Westfield Road, a residential lot
that’s sat undeveloped except for a
basement foundation for about eight
years.

In recent months, especially, neigh-
bors and others have complained

about what they see as the property’s
unsightliness. Mr. Mirabella said he
had talked recently with the property
owner about calls from neighbors
who, the manager said, “are tired of
how it looks.”

Mr. Mirabella pointed out that the
property is maintained, the grass is
cut and snow is shoveled.

Building inspector Robert LaCosta
told the council that a building permit
was issued in November 2007, but a
state law enacted a year later ex-
tended all permits, and that a newly
enacted law extended the expiration
date of permits in counties affected
by the 2012 Superstorm Sandy.

That law means such permits ex-
pire at the end of this year, with a six-
month grace period ending June 30.
At that time, Mr. LaCosta said, the
property owner, who claims he is
actively trying to sell the property,
could apply to renew the permit.

In other business, Mr. Mirabella
said that he is working with the town-
ship recreation commission on find-
ing a new director of parks and recre-
ation after acting director Stephen
Dahl resigned in August to relocate
out of state.

Mr. Mirabella said 42 resumes had
been received from interested candi-
dates and that the commission had
winnowed the list to 16.

The first round of interviews be-
gins this week, he said. Until a perma-
nent replacement is named, Mr.
Mirabella’s assistant, Margaret
Heisey, will oversee the department
on a temporary basis.

Also on Tuesday, Mayor Glover
swore in Paul Belford, a 21-year vet-
eran of the township police depart-
ment, as the new captain. Mr. Belford,
a Westfield native, joined the depart-
ment in 1995. He was promoted to
sergeant in 2004 and to lieutenant
two years later.

In 2012, he was assigned as com-

Courtesy of Myka Campbell
ROW, ROW, ROW...Simon Thompson, left, and veteran canoe builder John
Nieroda test out a cedar strip boat in Brightwood Park in Westfield. No leaks were
reported.


