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Courtesy of Keith Loughlin
TRIP TO TRENTON…The undefeated Westfield (pictured) and Cranford football teams are honored with a joint
resolution by the New Jersey State Legislature on the floor of the Assembly on February 18 for their state titles. The
resolution was sponsored by 21st District Assembly Republicans Jon Bramnick and Nancy Munoz and Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
GETTING THEIR TIME…Like their Westfield counterparts in December, the Cranford High School football team is
honored with a resolution at the February 18 meeting of the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders for the Cougars’
unbeaten state championship season.

Early Morning Fire Kills
Wychwood Gardens Woman

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – An 80-year-old resi-
dent of the Wychwood Gardens apart-
ment complex on Sandra Circle was
killed early Tuesday morning when
fire swept through her first-floor apart-
ment, police and fire officials said.

Geraldine Sanford of 57 Sandra
Circle was pronounced dead at the
scene after police and firefighters
arrived about 5 a.m. to find flames
coming from the apartment, which
was thick with smoke.

While other residents were evacu-
ated, Ms. Sanford was found uncon-
scious and was removed from the
apartment, but efforts to revive her
were unsuccessful, Fire Chief David
Kelly said.

One police officer was taken to
Overlook Medical Center in Summit
and treated for smoke inhalation, a
police department media release said.

Chief Kelly said an investigation
determined the fire started acciden-
tally, and officials “could not rule out
improperly discarded smoking ma-
terials as the potential cause.”

Besides Westfield, firefighters from
Cranford, Roselle, Springfield and
Union responded to the blaze, which
was declared under control at 5:35 a.m.

Ms. Sanford’s apartment was
heavily damaged by the fire while
three other apartments  suffered mod-
erate smoke damage, Chief Kelly said.

With a heavy smell of smoke still
noticeable late Tuesday morning, the
building has been deemed unsafe for
occupancy by Westfield Construc-
tion Official Steve Freedman.

Four adults from the two upstairs
apartments were relocated by the
American Red Cross, and residents
of the adjacent downstairs apartment
were placed in the care of family
members, Chief Kelly said.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
SCARRED…Soot marks the entrance and plywood covers the window of an
apartment in the Wychwood Gardens complex in Westfield where an early
morning fire Tuesday killed an elderly resident.

Cranford BOE Still Mulls
HS Block Scheduling

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — On Monday night
Cranford High School Principal Kate
McCabe addressed the board of edu-
cation for the second straight meet-
ing about changing the high school to
a rotating block schedule.

At the previous meeting on Febru-
ary 8, Ms. McCabe initially presented
the proposed shift from the current
eight-period day of 43 minutes each
with a 25-minute block for lunch to a
rotational schedule with six 57-
minute periods and a 55-minute
shared lunch period.

She said at that time that the new
schedule would improve the quality
of life of the students by adding vari-
ety to their daily routine. It also would
reduce stress by creating a block of
free time in the middle of the day in
an extended lunch and reducing the
number of classes that students have

to prepare for each night.
The change additionally would

have instructional value by enabling
instructors to go into more depth in
lesson plans.

Interim Superintendent Marilyn
Birnbaum said at the February 8
meeting that the board needed to de-
cide on this matter and begin to move
forward, suggesting that a vote might
come at the February 22 meeting. No
vote came at Monday night’s meet-
ing, however.

Ms. McCabe reported on a meet-
ing she had with high-school parents
about the prospective changes. She
reported that about 80 to 100 parents
attended an information session about
the block schedule proposal. She also
asked for input from students them-
selves on the desirability of such a
change and any concerns students
may have.

One new question that arose from
those meetings was whether or not a
“zero period” was desirable. A mi-
nority of students currently sign up
for nine periods a day. The question
then was whether a zero period, be-
ginning at 7:15 a.m., should be aban-
doned or carried over into the new
schedule.

One of the electives currently of-
fered in the zero period that would be
affected by the decision is percussion.

Assistant Band Director Dan Frieri
was in attendance at Monday night’s
meeting and addressed the board
about the desirability of keeping per-
cussion as a zero-period offering. He
said that having seen percussion
implemented in different formats over
the years, he has come to believe that
offering it as its own entity during the
zero period provides the most ben-
efit.

If it were offered as a stand-alone
course during the day, then students

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
RESCUE...Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad Month was proclaimed for March
by Mayor Andy Skibitsky, right. The squad is seeking donations for its fund
drive. Pictured, from left to right, are: squad members Lynn Feldman, David
Sloan, David Ozga, Sergio Guzman and Steven Becker.

Garwood Votes to Eliminate
Councilman’s Health Benefits

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil formally introduced a resolution
Tuesday night that would strip Coun-
cil President Lou Petruzzelli of his
municipal-provided health insurance
benefits despite the borough clerk
declaring she would not certify the
change because she said she did not
have the authority to do so.

It was the third straight meeting the
issue has been raised, and the second
straight it has sparked verbal jousting
sessions between members of coun-
cil and the public. The 3-to-2 vote
with Mr. Petruzzelli’s abstention set
up a Tuesday, March 8 clash, when

the proposal will be debated again
and get a final vote.

A clearly annoyed Mr. Petruzzelli,
who had been largely silent the past
two meetings, cited Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma’s statement in
asserting his entitlement to the ben-
efits, which Councilman Joe Sarno
calculated has risen to $32,000 annu-
ally and has cost the borough more
than $168,000 since he took office in

2009.
“I do not plan on signing a waiver

to not have health benefits for my
family, and that’s the end of it,” Mr.
Petruzzelli said during the workshop
session of the meeting. “I will not
sign a waiver. I will not be bullied
into waiving those health benefits,
and go to Ms. Ariemma’s statement if
you have any other questions.

Westfield Council Tells of
Burglaries, Theft Prevention Tips

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — After a resident
of Brown Avenue spoke to the town
council January 26 about the theft
that occurred to his home in Decem-
ber, as well as his neighbor and other
homes in his neighborhood, Mayor
Andy Skibitsky and Police Chief
David Wayman updated the commu-
nity and council on burglaries in the
town and how to prevent them during
Tuesday’s council meeting.

“We continue to have burglaries in
town probably one or two a week,”
Mayor Skibitsky said during the

council’s workshop session. “The
chief is working with other
municipalities…to try and catch this
crew,” he said.

“We had an increase in burglaries
since about December and we are
working proactively on the investi-
gation of all of these burglaries and
following up on leads,” Chief
Wayman said. “I ask everybody to
keep their eyes and ears open and if
they see anything suspicious don’t
hesitate to call the police
department….having their (the com-
munity) assistance is vital,” he said.
Residents can call 9-1-1 or e-mail

police@wpdnj.org with any infor-
mation.

When council members asked
where the burglaries are occurring,
Chief Wayman responded, “It is
spread out through the entire town,
and primarily located on the western
side of Westfield.”

“I’m confident we will have a suc-
cessful conclusion to this,” Chief
Wayman said. The recent burglaries
have occurred during the day, Chief
Wayman said.

Tips to help prevent burglaries will
be sent out via a range of communi-
cation methods, and also was shared
at the meeting. Some tips include
locking car doors, locking home win-
dows, doors, garages and sheds, to
not disclose on social media or in
conversation when going on vaca-
tion, and to use timers on lights. Mini-
mizing landscaping around windows
and doors and motion activated exte-
rior lights also are effective.

An apartment at the Wychwood
Gardens co-op community, identi-
fied as Building 57C, Apartment 1C,
on Sandra Circle, caught fire at 5
a.m. on Tuesday. Fire Chief David
Kelly said the fire “was accidental in
nature…and we were unable to rule
out improperly discarded smoking
materials as a cause.” The occupant
was rescued but attempts to revive
the person were unsuccessful, Chief
Kelly said.

“It was sad and unfortunate that we
lost a member of the community this
morning, but fortunately we were
able to put the fire out quickly and
prevent the fire from spreading to the
apartments next door,” Chief Kelly
said.

While the fire did not spread, resi-
dents from three of the apartments
were relocated until the apartment
complex management can clean up

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Mountainside Adj. Board
Okays Minor Applications

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The board of
adjustment/planning board held a
short meeting on Tuesday evening, at
which the board of adjustment ap-
proved two minor applications and
the planning board postponed the
application of Alpine at
Mountainside, LLC, 1490-1496
Route 22, West, an inclusionary multi-
family residential site plan with six
buildings, until Tuesday, March 22.

The adjustment board approved the
application of Janice Wojtkunski/
Palchik, 1144 Maple Court, who is
proposing to erect a new shed to
replace what she called the rotting
shed there now. Ms. Wojtkunski said
she has had surgery on her rotor cuff
and other physical challenges that
required her to buy automatic heavy
yard equipment which is too large to
fit in the shed she has now. She said
the new shed measures 10 feet by 14
feet and will fit in the same location
as the old one.

The board also approved an appli-
cation by Regina Burchala, of 1141
Corrine Terrace. The applicant is pro-
posing to install solar panels on the
back roof of her home. Robert

“Bobby” Jones, of Trinity Solar, tes-
tified that the panels, which are con-
sidered an accessory structure, would
not be obtrusive.

In other business, C.F. G. R., of
151 Wild Hedge Lane, represented
by attorney Bruce Bergen, requested
an extension of time to perfect a
previously approved subdivision on
which they plan to erect two homes
on conforming lots. Board Attorney
Vincent Loughlin said that the ordi-
nance requires them to reapply for a
final subdivision approval.

The planning board memorialized
an informal presentation that was
given at a previous meeting on the
improvements to be done at the
Watching Stables.

The board of adjustment also me-
morialized the application of Uncle
Bob’s Self Storage, 1129 Route 22,
and the Stage House Tavern 3 LLC
application, at 1099 Route 22 (the
former L’Affaire Fine Catering). Both
applications are contingent on the
approval of the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation, said Mr.
Loughlin.

The next meeting of the board will
be held on March 22, at 7:30 p.m., at
the Municipal Complex on Route 22.
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Courtesy of Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
NEWLY INSTALLED…Louis Lambe from Cranford is sworn in last Thursday
as a commissioner of the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) Board of
Directors as RVSA Office Manager Joanne Grimes, left, dictates the oath to Mr.
Lambe while his wife, Beth, holds the Bible.

RVSA Reorganizes, Passes
Exceedance Resolutions

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — Louis Lambe of
Cranford was sworn in as a commis-
sioner for a five-year term on the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
Board of Commissioners at the RVSA’s
annual reorganization meeting last Thurs-
day. Mr. Lambe replaces Mark Dugan.

Also appointed to the RVSA is
Charlene Storey as the commissioner from
Roselle Park. Ms. Storey was not present
at the meeting. Ms. Storey is a sitting
borough council member in Roselle Park,
whose meetings are also on Thursday
evenings. She was reported to have been
at the Roselle Park council meeting to
resign the post as RVSA commissioner.
Ms. Storey was to have replaced Attilio
“Sonny” Venturo, one of RVSA’s long-
est serving commissioners.

Commissioners Michael Furci of
Springfield and Robert LaCosta of Scotch
Plains were sworn in as chairman and
vice-chairman of the Board of Commis-
sioners, respectively. Mr. Furci replaces
Allen Chin of Westfield as chairman.

Resolutions were passed recognizing
Mr. Venturo for his 30 years of service on
behalf of Roselle Park and Mr. Dugan for
his roughly three-and-a-half years of ser-
vice on behalf of Cranford. RVSA Ex-
ecutive Director James J. Meehan also
displayed a pair of new plaques which the
authority had purchased to recognize
commissioners with extraordinary ten-
ures – the plaques honor those with 20
and 30 years of service.

Along with Mr. Venturo, the 30-year
plaque also recognizes August Greiner of
Woodbridge, who left the position in
1966. The 20-year plaque recognizes
George Bartell of Rahway, who left the
board in 1969, Howard Metzger of Roselle

Park (1977), Patrick Grall of Cranford
(1976), Allen Lewis of Woodbridge
(1996) and Rosalie Berger of Springfield
(2008).

A resolution was passed requiring
Springfield to spend $191,550 by Octo-
ber 1, 2017, to correct their exceedance
issue. This money may be used to pur-
chase additional flow rights or correct
inflow and infiltration issues (I&I) or
some combination of the two.

A requirement for the passage of an
ordinance requiring homeowners to sub-
mit to inspection to ensure they are not
adding to the problem by illegally pump-
ing storm water (sump pumps) into sani-
tary sewer lines is also included.

Scotch Plains was scheduled for a simi-
lar resolution in the amount of $19,600,
but the passage was tabled for a month by
request so some numbers could be
checked.

A third resolution affecting Clark, who
has an ongoing program of I&I work
occurring, was also passed in the amount
of $70,000. They are to issue a bond with
the funds to further their ongoing pro-
gram.

A motion to provide a 2 percent raise to
Mr. Meehan was also passed. This had
been offered in January and not voted on
at that meeting.

Also at the January meeting, a contract
addition of just shy of $28,000 was
awarded to Spectraserv, Inc. of South
Kearny for demolishing and removal of
the existing admixture feed system.

When questioned about the addition of
this to the project, staff engineer John
Buonocore stated the project was on the
radar for a few years. Mr. Meehan said
the project cost less than expected. Mr.
Buonocore added that “much of the cost
is for a crane for demolition of the silos.”

Courtesy of Caroline Barry
LEADER AND LIGHT…Westfield High School seniors Caroline Barry, left, and
Amelia Ritter brave zero-degree temperatures on February 14 to pose with The
Westfield Leader and a bag of Cape Cod potato chips in front of the Nauset Beach
Light in Eastham, Mass.

Jonathan R. Parker for The Westfield Leader
ATHLETIC HONORS...Members of Cranford's champion football team shake
hands with Board of Education President Kurt Petschow and Interim Superin-
tendent of Schools Marilyn Birnbaum en route to receiving acknowledgement
from Coach Erik Rosenmeier.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Bd. of Ed.
would be forced to choose between
that course and other music offer-
ings. Mr. Frieri thought this would be
a disservice to the students.

Indeed, Ms. Birnbaum had earlier
praised the district for its well-
rounded curriculum and commitment
to the arts in particular. The board
echoed Ms. Birnbaum’s sentiment
and shared Mr. Frieri’s concern that
removing the zero period might di-
minish the strength that CHS cur-
rently boasts in the arts.

The majority of the board reported
being convinced of the benefits of the
block schedule idea. However, many
expressed concerns about the details
of its implementation and whether or
not CHS was ready for the change.

Board President Kurt Petschow said
no one on the board wants to stop the
process leading to the changes; how-
ever, he joined his fellow board mem-
bers in expressing the need for more
details surrounding the implementa-
tion of the change. Specifically, he
called for more information on secu-

rity concerns and the financial costs
of the transition.

Mr. Petschow added, “I just want
to make sure it’s done right. I hate to
sound like a Cranford person, but we
want to make sure it’s done the
Cranford way.”

In other matters, Business Admin-
istrator Robert Carfagno reported an
increase in state aid to the district this
year in the amount of $55,762. He
noted that approximately $10,000 of
that amount would be withheld, how-
ever, in order to pay for an in-district
student’s attendance at a charter
school.

Mr. Carfagno also updated the
board on potential changes to the
way pension and health benefits are
paid for district employees.

At present, unlike municipalities,
school districts do not shoulder those
costs for their employees. A change
being suggested by Governor Chris
Christie, however, could shift that
burden away from the state towards
the districts.

Courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
YOUNG REPUBLICAN…Garwood Councilman, Joe Sarno, left, was honored
as Young Republican of the Year at the Union County Republican Party’s annual
Lincoln Day Dinner at Casa di Martino in Roselle Park last Wednesday. Joining
Mr. Sarno were fellow Garwood council members Ileen Cuccaro, right, Jim
Mathieu and Mr. Mathieu’s wife, Liz Mathieu.

“I’ve had enough of being quiet,”
he said.

When asked by Councilman Jim
Mathieu if he would consider a com-
promise, Mr. Petruzzelli interrupted
before he could finish.

“I don’t have any answers for you,
Councilman Mathieu,” he said, be-
fore the two began speaking over one
another.

After Mayor Charles Lombardo
gaveled the exchange to order, Mr.
Mathieu claimed he had been recog-
nized to speak.

“I don’t recognize you,” Mr.
Petruzzelli said.

The issue was prefaced when Ms.
Ariemma read from a memo to coun-
cil members essentially stating that
Garwood had agreed to enter into the
state system for health insurance ben-
efits in 1974, including part-time
employees such as elected officials.
A 2010 change to the law halted the
practice for part-time employees, but
“grandfathered” those already receiv-
ing benefits, she said.

The pending resolution would only
affect Mr. Petruzzelli. No other mem-
bers of the Garwood council receive
these benefits.

As the certifying officer for those
benefits, “I add and remove employ-
ees from the system for specific rea-
son that include the following op-
tions: leave of absence, involuntary
termination, death, termination, re-
tirement, reduction in work hours,”
Ms. Ariemma said. “There is no op-
tion to remove employees for other
reasons. I cannot select an option that
is false.”

Mr. Mathieu, Mr. Sarno and Coun-
cilwoman Ileen Cuccaro, all Repub-
licans, still voted to introduce the
ordinance while Councilwoman Sara
Todisco, a Democrat, and Council-
man Mike Martin, a Republican,
voted no.

Four residents rose to decry the
move while another, Rich
McCormack – who spoke at previous
meetings – again rhetorically ques-
tioned Mr. Petruzzelli, who owns his
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Garwood Council
own electrical contracting business,
why he was requiring the townspeople
to pay for his benefits. At the previ-
ous meeting, Mr. McCormack pointed
out that he, too, owns a contracting
business.

The issue came up again in one of
the final actions in the meeting when
the council voted to grant an Open
Public Records Act (OPRA) request
for the confidential memo prepared
by Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
asking whether the municipality
could halt the health insurance ben-
efits.

The request came from planning
board member Paul Nieves, who
railed against Mr. Mathieu while read-
ing from a prepared text for more
than five minutes during the work-
shop session.

Mr. Mathieu and Ms. Cuccaro voted
against releasing the document, sug-
gesting it would set a precedent for
any other confidential memos circu-
lated among council members. Ms.
Todisco voted to release the memo
along with Mr. Petruzzelli, Mr. Mar-
tin and Mr. Sarno, who said he
wrestled with the idea but decided to
go along since Mr. Martin cited the
main points at the February 9 meet-
ing when explaining the laws and
licenses committee’s decision to re-
ject the measure.

In other actions, the council
adopted a new fee schedule for non-
life hazard fire inspections, includ-
ing those for professional businesses,
retail establishments, manufacturing,
storage and residential.

Mr. Mathieu also said the school
board has approved a new shared-
service maintenance agreement, in-
cluding a 2-percent increase, and
asked that the contract be considered
at the Tuesday, March 8 meeting.

Mr. Martin noted that Police Chief
Bruce Underhill told the laws and
licenses committee that the property
maintenance code, particularly the en-
forcement provision, was based on an
outdated national code that has be-
come obsolete and needed revision.

Freeholders OK Burner
Lease Extension to 2053
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County Free-
holder Board has approved a 22-year
extension on the lease of the county in-
cinerator in Rahway with Covanta Union,
LLC, through the year 2053.

As previously reported, the extension
agreement removes the requirement by
the Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA) to collect 100,000 tons of waste
outside of the 330,000 tons collected
from municipalities that have long-term
contracts with the county. As part of an
amendment to the lease approved in 2011,
Covanta pays the county $4 million an-
nually, half of which appears in the county
budget as a revenue item to offset taxes
with the other half used to lower fees
charged to towns with contracts with the
UCUA by $12 per ton, UCUA Executive
Director Dan Sullivan told the board.

Covanta, or as it was previously known
as, Ogden-Martin Corp., has operated the
incinerator since it opened in 1994, pro-
cessing the trash from all 21 municipali-
ties in Union County. Covanta leases and
operates the property from Union County
for about $8 million per year in debt
service on the facility and another $4
million in cash.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said the
100,000-ton requirement for the county,
“was suspect right from the beginning.”
He said getting rid of this obligation and
replacing it with the 22-year lease exten-
sion shows that “something’s just not
right.”

“We’re talking about 2053,” he said.
“Nobody in this room will be around in
2053....That (extension) just does not
make sense.”

Mr. Paterson said information he has
obtained shows the county has owed be-
tween $2.1 and $2.5 million annually the
past few years for not meeting the 100,000
out-of-county tonnage requirement.

“I don’t see a reason why we have to
extend this lease,” he said, noting that,
“there are too many unknowns” such as
the future maintenance costs and life of
the facility.

Mr. Sullivan said Covanta will con-
tinue to be responsible for all mainte-
nance at the facility.

John Bury of Kenilworth asked how
much the county has been paying the past
few years to Covanta for not collecting
the additional tonnage. He also asked if
Covanta has been collecting fees from
towns that fail to meet their annual ton-
nage requirements.

Mr. Sullivan said the amount the county
owes Covanta for the past three years for
not meeting the tonnage requirement is in
dispute. The monies owed to Covanta are
being held in escrow until the new lease

is completed. He said the county has
received $8 million in total over the last
four years from Covanta as part of the
2011 lease amendment.

Mr. Sullivan said when municipal con-
tracts with the UCUA expire in 2031
those towns will be free to negotiate new
agreements with Covanta.

The freeholders approved the lease
extension, which was done by ordinance,
by a 6-to-2 vote, with Freeholders Angel
Estrada and Linda Carter voting against
the ordinance. Freeholder Vice-Chair-
man Sergio Granados was absent.

Mr. Estrada said he voted in favor of
the lease through 2031, but voted against
going to 2053, saying, “I want to know
how they can maximize the revenues for
the next x number of years and not neces-
sarily accept this particular scenario.”

Freeholder Carter said she had not had
a chance to evaluate additional informa-
tion received regarding the lease and so
she voted against the ordinance.

In other business, County Manager Al
Faella released his executive budget. The
$508-million spending plan will be off-
set by property taxes of $346 million, an
$11-million increase over last year.

“This is not a final budget but a starting
point,” Mr. Faella said.

He said the freeholders’ fiscal commit-
tee has scheduled budget hearings with
department heads on Monday, March 7,
at the Galloping Hill golf course club-
house and Tuesday, March 8, at the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools in
Scotch Plains. Both meetings will begin
at 5:30 p.m. A third hearing will be held
at 5:30 p.m. in the Freeholders Meeting
Room at the Union County Administra-
tion Building in Elizabeth on Thursday,
March 17.

Mr. Faella warned that the implemen-
tation of the Speedy Trial and State Bail
Reform Law, to go in effect in 2017, “will
require an extraordinary amount of re-
sources including the hiring of additional
sheriff’s officers, prosecutor’s office staff,
and public works employees, along with
associated operating and capital costs.”
He said startup costs for the program,
which he described as another “unfunded
mandate,” will be $1 million, increasing
to $1.8 million annually.

The new family court building on
Cherry Street in Elizabeth, opening later
this year, will cost up to $400,000 annu-
ally in additional county staff, the county
manager said.

At the start of the meeting the board
presented proclamations to the 70 mem-
bers of the Cranford High School foot-
ball team and their coach, Erik
Rosenmeier, for their 12-0 season and for
winning the North 2 Group 3 Division
State Championship.

the areas, which Chief Kelly said
would take about two weeks. (Please
see story on front page.)

Councilman Sam Della Fera
thanked the police and fire depart-
ments for providing the motorcade
that followed the Blue Devils swim
team after their win against Cherry
Hill East that earned them a 16-0
season.

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
Month was proclaimed for March in a
presentation given by Mayor Skibitsky
to members of the squad. Squad mem-
bers, President David Ozga, Treasurer
Lynn Feldman, Vice-President David
Sloan, Deputy Chief Sergio Guzman,
and Chief Dispatcher Stephen Becker
were presented with the proclamation.

The squad was named the number
one volunteer squad in the state,
Mayor Skibitsky announced. It oper-
ates 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. In 2015, the squad volunteered
more than 35,000 hours of service
and answered 2,215 calls.

The squad is beginning its annual
fund drive. One of its biggest ex-
penses this year is the need to up-
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Westfield Council

Cranford Looking to
Increase Pool Fees

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township com-
mittee unanimously introduced an or-
dinance Tuesday night that would raise
most annual fees for the Cranford com-
munity pool.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen made
a point of noting that the committee
elected to keep the senior citizen rate at
$65. Aside from that, Mr. Hannen said
that other categories will be raised by
approximately $5.

A public hearing is planned for the
committee’s March 22 meeting.

In other business, the committee
unanimously passed five resolutions.

 The first pertained to sustainable
land use. Specifically, the committee
plans to incorporate principles related
to facilities siting, housing variety and
natural resource preservation into its
next master plan revision.

That revision will look to increase
the housing options while also encour-
aging or making the township more
walk and bicycle friendly. As a munici-
pality located in a densely populated
area, the township committee expressed
preserving open space for both the eco-
logical and recreational value.

The committee also authorized the
Chamber of Commerce to hold its an-
nual Spring Festival on Sunday, May 1;
its annual Fall Festival on Sunday, Oc-
tober 16; and a Children’s Expo on
Sunday, August 21.

The same resolution also authorized
street closures from 7:30 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. Affected streets include North
Union Avenue from Springfield Av-
enue to North Avenue; the entire length
of Warner Plaza and a portion of Mu-
nicipal Lot No. 3 on the north side of the
train station; Eastman Street Clock
Plaza; Walnut Avenue from Chestnut
Street to North Avenue; and Alden Street

from North Avenue to Miln Street.
In a separate resolution, the commit-

tee also granted the Chamber of Com-
merce permission to hold “Classic
Cruiser Nights” with music from 5 p.m.
to 9 p.m. on four Wednesday nights
during the summer: May 11, June 8,
July 13, and August 10.

These nights also impact street and
lot parking. One hundred fifty spaces
will be designated as no parking
spaces. Additionally, North Union
Avenue will be closed from North
Avenue to Springfield Avenue, as well
as Alden Street from North Avenue to
Miln Street.

Finally, Municipal Lot No. 1 across
from the municipal building will be
closed Saturday, November 5 from 9
a.m. to 11 p.m. in connection with the
annual tree lighting ceremony. The same
lot will be closed from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
on Saturday, December 17 in connec-
tion with the township’s trolley rides.

Additionally, the delegation of Mayor
Andis Kalnins, Deputy Mayor Mary
O’Connor and Commissioner Thomas
Hannen reported on its recent trip to
Washington to lobby New Jersey’s con-
gressional delegation for funding of
flood mitigation efforts along the
Rahway River.

They said they met with Sen. Bob
Menendez (D-NJ), Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-NJ7), as well as staff members of
Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ), Rep.  Donald
Payne, Jr. (D-NJ10), and Rep. Rodney
Frelinghuysen (R-NJ11) and represen-
tatives from the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, all of whom expressed sup-
port for the project.

Ms. O’Connor stressed that Cranford
needs the help of the federal govern-
ment to mitigate future flood damage
and urged residents to continue to write
letters to legislators to support sugges-
tions by the Corps.

grade their radios at a cost of $50,000,
Mayor Skibitsky said. The squad re-
ceived a $10,000 grant from Over-
look Medical Center, Mr. Becker said.
Those who would like to donate can
mail donations to: P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, N.J. 07091. For more in-
formation about becoming a volun-
teer squad member, visit
westfieldrescuesquad.org/.

“Each and every one of us on the
squad is grateful…we are still amazed
at the town’s level of generosity and
support…,” Mr. Sloan said.

A resolution was passed that would
allow the town to enter into a shared-
service agreement with the Plainfield
Municipal Utilities Authority (PMUA)
for disposal services. Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea told The Westfield
Leader that the PMUA would be used
during situations when the usual modes
of disposal are not available. For ex-
ample, there were situations when the
recycling hauler failed to come and
haul away recycled materials from the
conservation center and the PMUA
could be a way of filling the gap, Mr.
Gildea explained.

Courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
GOP…Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), left, is joined by, from left
to right, state Republican Committeewoman Dorothy Burger of Summit, Spring-
field Deputy Mayor Ziad Shehady and Mountainside Councilman and Union
County Republican Chairman, Glenn Mortimer, at the Party’s annual Lincoln
Day Dinner.
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Woerner Resigns From BOE,
SP-F Board Seeks Candidates

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Long-time
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education member Betty Anne
Woerner has resigned from the board.
While not in attendance at last
Thursday’s agenda meeting, Ms.
Woerner submitted a letter of resig-
nation to the board, which was read
aloud by Board President Nancy
Bauer.

Ms. Woerner had been sitting on
the board since 2003. The board
passed a resolution recognizing Ms.
Woerner’s service to the board.

The departure of Ms. Woerner cre-
ates a vacancy that the board will
immediately seek to fill. It will be
accepting applications from inter-
ested persons, with a Thursday, March

10 deadline for the submission of
applications. The board hopes to be-
gin interviewing candidates on Tues-
day, March 15, to enable the new
member to participate in March’s
meetings.

Board member Charlotte Schirmer
reported on behalf of the Facilities
Committee that various construction
projects are on schedule for comple-
tion. Partial roof replacements are
being carried out at School 1, Park
Middle School, McGinn and Coles
Schools.

The additions to Evergreen School
and McGinn also are on track for
completion by the end of August.
The addition slab at McGinn was
poured on February 6.

The status of these construction
projects is significant in that their

timely completion is one condition
affecting whether or not the district
will implement full-day Kindergar-
ten in the 2016-2017 academic year
beginning in September.

The board also is awaiting infor-
mation pertaining to state aid, which
will affect the decision. A final deci-
sion is expected this month.

In other business, the board ap-
proved field trip requests including a
request from Terrill Middle School
sixth-, seventh-, and eighth-grade stu-
dents who participate in the HERO/
DIVA Program to attend a Partner-
ship for a Drug Free New Jersey
Lunch and Learn program on Friday,
March 4, at Charlie Brown’s Fresh
Grill Restaurant in Millburn.

Among other business planned for
tonight’s regular board meeting, the
board will look to vote on adoption of
a new geometry textbook that has
been reviewed by the curriculum
committee. The board also will vote
on the 12-month employee calendar
for 2016-2017.

A recommendation will be made
to accept a proposal to institute a high
school field hockey team on a pay-to-
play basis. If approved, a team could
begin play in either the 2016-2017 or
2017-2018 school year. The date
hinges upon fund-raising efforts as
well as the ability to recruit enough
players to field a team.

A group of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
district parents approached the board
after forming a 501(c)(3) corpora-
tion in the effort to fund and launch a
team. The group is seeking approval
to begin fundraising and hopes to
raise the $25,000 necessary to pay
the cost of one season.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes announced that the New
Jersey Department of Education has
approved the district for a New Jer-
sey Quality Single Accountability
Continuum (QSAC) waiver. This con-
firms the district’s status as a high-
performing district for the next three
years.

The district was up for review by

Courtesy of Brian Horton
SING-A-LONG…Tony Award-winning author and lyricist Rupert Holmes,
center, joins the cast of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School production of
Holmes’ The Mystery of Edwin Drood for a musical number on February 17. Mr.
Holmes visited the cast to hear their rendition of his work.

Jonathan R. Parker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOKING IN…Self portraits of sixth-grade students from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district appear over the shoulders of members of the school
board at the February 18 meeting of the board.

Courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
SCOTCH PLAINS TO TRENTON…Scotch Plains Republican Chairman Al
Smith, left, Township Councilman Llewellyn Jones, center, and Department of
Environmental Protection Deputy Commissioner David Glass stand together at
the Union County Republican Party’s annual Lincoln Day Dinner at Casa di
Martino in Roselle Park last Wednesday.

Fanwood Board to Discuss
Cingular Tower Relocation

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The planning board
will discuss plans by New Cingular
Wireless (AT&T) to relocate its cel-
lular equipment to PSE&G’s mono-
pole power line structure on Cray
Terrace.

Cingular was one of several cell
phone carriers that had to remove its
equipment from the old PSE&G lat-
ticed towers when the utility began
replacing those with monopoles as
part of its infrastructure updates un-
der the massive North Central Reli-
ability Project (NCRP) back in 2012.

While waiting for completion of
the NCRP and the opportunity to
establish a more permanent tower
operation, Cingular has been operat-
ing at a temporary tower at 1 South
Avenue at the intersection of Terrill
Road and South Avenue.

Last September the board approved
a joint application by T-Mobile and
Sprint to move their temporary equip-
ment from the same temporary site at
1 South Avenue in order to establish
their permanent antennas on a

PSE&G tower located at 51 South
Avenue.

At that same September meeting,
an attorney representing Cingular re-
quested an extension for the
company’s temporary arrangements
until PSE&G could arrange an ap-
propriate time to temporarily shut
down power to enable the cellular
equipment installation.

An 18-month extension was ap-
proved by the board, which also has
been anticipating Cingular to return
to request permanent relocation of its
equipment.

At last Wednesday night’s agenda
meeting, the board announced two
other matters of business expected to
be carried over to the Wednesday,
March 30 meeting.

Frank’s Auto initially made it onto
the planning board’s agenda in De-
cember to seek approval for its plan
to expand its building at the ground
floor level at 56 South Martine Av-
enue. Frank’s Auto has yet to receive
a hearing. The first plans the business
submitted were not deemed to be

Scotch Plains Bd. Hears Ext.
Request for Cell Towers
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Planning
board members reacted with a de-
cided lack of enthusiasm to a request
from New Cingular Wireless for an-
other 12-month extension that would
allow the cellular carrier to keep tem-
porary telephone antennas at a site
near the Parker Greenhouse property
on Terrill Road.

At its meeting on Monday evening,
board members discussed the request,
made in a January 20 letter from attor-
neys for New Cingular, that an exten-
sion be granted “due to various rea-
sons,” as the correspondence put it.

The board had given permission to
New Cingular in October 2012 to
erect temporary cell towers for two
years at the Parker Greenhouse site
and on Raritan Road near the
Ashbrook Nursing Home while
PSE&G replaced its transmission
towers along the right-of-way that
parallels Terrill Road. That two-year
period ended last April, and with the
PSE&G project not fully completed,
New Cingular last March was granted
a one-year extension in order to main-
tain adequate cell phone coverage for
its subscribers.

The board’s extension came after
several residents living near the two
temporary monopoles spoke in op-
position to the extension, with one
Raritan Road resident claiming that
the temporary towers were emitting
microwaves that caused him and his
family to experience tinnitus amidst
what he said was an audible hum in
their home. Others also opposed the
extension, both in support of their
neighbor and because of what they

felt were potential health risks to them
and their families from the towers.

Michael Graziano, the board chair-
man at the time, warned the cellular
carrier that if its antennas were not
restored to their permanent spots on
the PSE&G towers, there “will not be
a favorable response” from the plan-
ning board if New Cingular were to
return seeking another extension.

On Monday, board members’ views
on the request were not favorable,
with several recalling Mr. Graziano’s
warning from a year ago. Joseph
Doyle criticized the vagueness of the
letter from New Cingular’s attorneys,
saying there were no specific reasons
— beyond “due to various reasons”
—provided for needing an extension.
He added that a 12-month extension
is “quite beyond what we had antici-
pated” and warned that “this could go
on and on.”

Mayor Kevin Glover agreed, say-
ing it was clear to the board a year ago
that the April 2016 deadline “was it”
and that New Cingular had left the
board with the impression that the
project would be completed by that
time. Board Attorney Neil Dworkin
said, “a lot would have to be shown
[by New Cingular] to warrant an-
other extension.” But he counseled
the board that it would be a “prudent”
move to allow company representa-
tives to make their case to the board.

Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta said
it would be wise to contact New
Cingular for more details beyond
what is contained in its January 20
letter and to inquire about its tempo-
rary antenna at Ashbrook as well.
Otherwise, he told the board, he would

U.S. Rep. Coleman Local Office Hours
FANWOOD  — For those with ques-

tions regarding U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration, Social Security, the Vet-
erans Administration, Medicare, Med-
icaid, or any federal agency, U.S. Rep.
Bonnie Watson Coleman for New
Jersey’s 12th Congressional District
may be able to assist. Constituents can
talk with her staff and learn about plans

for the community. Her staff will assist
at their mobile office hours on Tuesday,
March 8, from 4 to 7 p.m., at the
Fanwood Memorial Library, 5 Forest
Road. No reservation is necessary.

For more  information, call the
Congresswoman’s office at (609)
883-0026 or the library at (908) 322-
6400.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
STANDING-ROOM ONLY...Fanwoodians and others pack the house Tuesday
night for discussions of the recycling center.
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Fanwood Council Holds
Recycling Center Meeting

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — A crowd of more
than 125 people gathered at Forest
Road Park on Tuesday for a town
hall-style meeting with Fanwood’s
mayor and council regarding bor-
ough recycling.

Since 1987, when New Jersey man-
dated state-wide recycling, Fanwood
has recycled via the Fanwood Recy-
cling Center, a non-profit entity that
operates on borough-owned land.
Rather than relying on curbside
pickup, Fanwood residents must bring
their recyclables to the center for
processing.

In exchange for the inconvenience
of transporting their recycling to the
center, Fanwoodians have enjoyed
tax-free services — including recy-
cling of materials that curbside orga-
nizations do not accept — because
the recycling center has historically
made a profit by selling the
recyclables on the commodities mar-
ket. Volunteers from various civic
associations and state detention cen-
ters also have benefited by donating
service hours to sort goods at the
Fanwood Recycling Center and re-
ceiving donations from the center’s
excess profits in return.

In recent years, however, the recy-
cling center has been unable to turn a

profit, due to a variety of factors.
Global trends in the commodities
market, including oil price fluctua-
tions and decreased Chinese demand
for United States recyclables, have
led to plummeting prices for recycled
goods. Meanwhile, recycling by
Fanwood citizens has decreased as
well. With fewer recyclables to sell,
and lower profit margins, the
Fanwood Recycling Center has had
to turn to the Fanwood taxpayers to
subsidize its efforts.

At the meeting, residents and coun-
cil members considered whether a
switch to curbside recycling would
make sense, given current economic
realities. More than 20 people voiced
their opinions.

Several speakers emphasized com-

munity benefits to keeping the
Fanwood Recycling Center afloat that
could not be quantified. Luke Kostu,
a school counselor, traveled from
Perth Amboy to share how invaluable
time spent at the recycling center was
to at-risk students serving detention,
who receive an opportunity for both
service and counseling otherwise
unavailable to them. More than one
parent spoke about how recycling at
the center had changed their fami-
lies’ consumer behavior and even in-
spired their children to pursue ca-
reers in environmental preservation.
Scouting groups testified that service
hours and donations from the center
kept their troops active.

Some speakers focused on more

Fanwood Recycling Meeting
by Brian Horton
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Freeholders OK Burner
Lease Extension to 2053
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County Free-
holder Board has approved a 22-year
extension on the lease of the county in-
cinerator in Rahway with Covanta Union,
LLC, through the year 2053.

As previously reported, the extension
agreement removes the requirement by
the Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA) to collect 100,000 tons of waste
outside of the 330,000 tons collected
from municipalities that have long-term
contracts with the county. As part of an
amendment to the lease approved in 2011,
Covanta pays the county $4 million an-
nually, half of which appears in the county
budget as a revenue item to offset taxes
with the other half used to lower fees
charged to towns with contracts with the
UCUA by $12 per ton, UCUA Executive
Director Dan Sullivan told the board.

Covanta, or as it was previously known
as, Ogden-Martin Corp., has operated the
incinerator since it opened in 1994, pro-
cessing the trash from all 21 municipali-
ties in Union County. Covanta leases and
operates the property from Union County
for about $8 million per year in debt
service on the facility and another $4
million in cash.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said the
100,000-ton requirement for the county,
“was suspect right from the beginning.”
He said getting rid of this obligation and
replacing it with the 22-year lease exten-
sion shows that “something’s just not
right.”

“We’re talking about 2053,” he said.
“Nobody in this room will be around in
2053....That (extension) just does not
make sense.”

Mr. Paterson said information he has
obtained shows the county has owed be-
tween $2.1 and $2.5 million annually the
past few years for not meeting the 100,000
out-of-county tonnage requirement.

“I don’t see a reason why we have to
extend this lease,” he said, noting that,
“there are too many unknowns” such as
the future maintenance costs and life of
the facility.

Mr. Sullivan said Covanta will con-
tinue to be responsible for all mainte-
nance at the facility.

John Bury of Kenilworth asked how
much the county has been paying the past
few years to Covanta for not collecting
the additional tonnage. He also asked if
Covanta has been collecting fees from
towns that fail to meet their annual ton-
nage requirements.

Mr. Sullivan said the amount the county
owes Covanta for the past three years for
not meeting the tonnage requirement is in
dispute. The monies owed to Covanta are
being held in escrow until the new lease
is completed. He said the county has
received $8 million in total over the last
four years from Covanta as part of the
2011 lease amendment.

Mr. Sullivan said when municipal con-
tracts with the UCUA expire in 2031
those towns will be free to negotiate new
agreements with Covanta.

The freeholders approved the lease
extension, which was done by ordinance,
by a 6-to-2 vote, with Freeholders Angel
Estrada and Linda Carter voting against
the ordinance. Freeholder Vice-Chair-
man Sergio Granados was absent.

Mr. Estrada said he voted in favor of
the lease through 2031, but voted against
going to 2053, saying, “I want to know
how they can maximize the revenues for
the next x number of years and not neces-
sarily accept this particular scenario.”

Freeholder Carter said she had not had
a chance to evaluate additional informa-
tion received regarding the lease exten-
sion and so she voted against the ordi-
nance.

In other business, County Manager Al
Faella released his executive budget. The
$508-million spending plan will be off-
set by property taxes of $346 million, an
$11-million increase over last year.

“This is not a final budget but a starting
point,” Mr. Faella said.

He said the freeholders’ fiscal commit-
tee has scheduled budget hearings with
department heads on Monday, March 7,
at the Galloping Hill golf course club-
house and Tuesday, March 8, at the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools in
Scotch Plains. Both meetings will begin
at 5:30 p.m. A third hearing will be held
at 5:30 p.m. in the Freeholders Meeting
Room at the Union County Administra-
tion Building in Elizabeth on Thursday,
March 17.

Mr. Faella warned that the implemen-
tation of the Speedy Trial and State Bail
Reform Law, to go in effect in 2017, “will
require an extraordinary amount of re-
sources including the hiring of additional
sheriff’s officers, prosecutor’s office staff,
and public works employees, along with
associated operating and capital costs.”
He said startup costs for the program,
which he described as another “unfunded
mandate,” will be $1 million, increasing
to $1.8 million annually.

The new family court building on
Cherry Street in Elizabeth, opening later
this year, will cost up to $400,000 annu-
ally in additional county staff, the county
manager said.

At the start of the meeting the board
presented proclamations to the 70 mem-
bers of the Cranford High School foot-
ball team and their coach, Erik
Rosenmeier, for their 12-0 season and for
winning the North 2 Group 3 Division
State Championship.

the department this year. A full re-
view can be a lengthy and time-con-
suming process. In an effort to stream-
line the review process and relieve
the burden that a full review places
upon district resources, the depart-
ment has created this process to iden-
tify high-performing districts and give
them the opportunity to apply for a
waiver.

Upon being notified of its designa-
tion as a high-performing district ac-
cording to Department of Education
metrics in December, the board ap-
plied for the waiver, and has now
received approval.

Superintendent Hayes stated that
the district could now allocate time
that would have been spent undergo-
ing the review to better advancing
educational achievement throughout
the district. She congratulated every-
one whose hard work has helped to
make this designation possible.

Prior to the meeting, the Superin-
tendent and two board members met
with Kevin Sicola, a former resident
and former Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) Varsity Foot-
ball Team player, according to Mr.
Sicola.

Mr. Sicola said he has questioned
how Jon Stack was chosen as head
coach of the SPFHS Varsity Football
Team in 2012. Mr. Sicola said he
believes there was at least one more

Courtesy of Caroline Barry
LEADER AND LIGHT…Westfield High School seniors Caroline Barry, left, and
Amelia Ritter brave zero-degree temperatures on February 14 to pose with The
Westfield Leader and a bag of Cape Cod potato chips in front of the Nauset Beach
Light in Eastham, Mass.

Courtesy of Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
NEWLY INSTALLED…Louis Lambe from Cranford is sworn in last Thursday
as a commissioner of the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) Board of
Directors, as RVSA Office Manager Joanne Grimes, left, dictates the oath to Mr.
Lambe while his wife, Beth, holds the Bible.

RVSA Reorganizes, Passes
Exceedance Resolutions

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — Louis Lambe of
Cranford was sworn in as a commis-
sioner for a five-year term on the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) Board of Commissioners at
the RVSA’s annual reorganization
meeting last Thursday. Mr. Lambe
replaces Mark Dugan.

Also appointed to the RVSA is
Charlene Storey as the commissioner
from Roselle Park. Ms. Storey was
not present at the meeting. Ms. Storey
is a sitting borough council member
in Roselle Park, whose meetings are
also on Thursday evenings. She was
reported to have been at the Roselle
Park council meeting to resign the
post as RVSA commissioner. Ms.
Storey was to have replaced Attilio
“Sonny” Venturo, one of RVSA’s
longest serving commissioners.

Commissioners Michael Furci of
Springfield and Robert LaCosta of
Scotch Plains were sworn in as chair-
man and vice-chairman of the Board
of Commissioners, respectively. Mr.
Furci replaces Allen Chin of Westfield
as chairman.

Resolutions were passed recogniz-
ing Mr. Venturo for his 30 years of
service on behalf of Roselle Park and
Mr. Dugan for his roughly three-and-
a-half years of service on behalf of
Cranford. RVSA Executive Director
James J. Meehan also displayed a
pair of new plaques which the au-
thority had purchased to recognize
commissioners with extraordinary
tenures – the plaques honor those
with 20 and 30 years of service.

Along with Mr. Venturo, the 30-
year plaque also recognizes August
Greiner of Woodbridge, who left the
position in 1966. The 20-year plaque
recognizes George Bartell of Rahway,
who left the board in 1969, Howard
Metzger of Roselle Park (1977),

Patrick Grall of Cranford (1976),
Allen Lewis of Woodbridge (1996)
and Rosalie Berger of Springfield
(2008).

A resolution was passed requiring
Springfield to spend $191,550 by
October 1, 2017, to correct their
exceedance issue. This money may
be used to purchase additional flow
rights or correct inflow and infiltra-
tion issues (I&I) or some combina-
tion of the two.

A requirement for the passage of
an ordinance requiring homeowners
to submit to inspection to ensure they
are not adding to the problem by
illegally pumping storm water (sump
pumps) into sanitary sewer lines is
also included.

Scotch Plains was scheduled for a
similar resolution in the amount of
$19,600, but the passage was tabled
for a month by request so some num-
bers could be checked.

A third resolution affecting Clark,
who has an ongoing program of I&I
work occurring, was also passed in
the amount of $70,000. They are to
issue a bond with the funds to further
their ongoing program.

A motion to provide a 2 percent
raise to Mr. Meehan was also passed.
This had been offered in January and
not voted on at that meeting.

Also at the January meeting, a con-
tract addition of just shy of $28,000
was awarded to Spectraserv, Inc. of
South Kearny for demolishing and
removal of the existing admixture
feed system.

When questioned about the addi-
tion of this to the project, staff engi-
neer John Buonocore stated that the
project was on the radar for a few
years. Mr. Meehan said the project
cost less than expected. Mr.
Buonocore added that “much of the
cost is for a crane for demolition of
the silos.”

Early Morning Fire Kills
Wychwood Gardens Woman

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – An 80-year-old
resident of the Wychwood Gardens
apartment complex on Sandra Circle
was killed early Tuesday morning
when fire swept through her first-
floor apartment, police and fire offi-
cials said.

Geraldine Sanford of 57 Sandra
Circle was pronounced dead at the
scene after police and firefighters
arrived about 5 a.m. to find flames
coming from the apartment, which
was thick with smoke.

While other residents were evacu-
ated, Ms. Sanford was found un-
conscious and was removed from
the apartment, but efforts to revive
her were unsuccessful, Fire Chief
David Kelly said.

One police officer was taken to
Overlook Medical Center in Summit
and treated for smoke inhalation, a
police department media release said.

Chief Kelly said an investigation
determined the fire started acciden-
tally, and officials “could not rule out
improperly discarded smoking ma-
terials as the potential cause.”

Besides Westfield, firefighters from
Cranford, Roselle, Springfield and
Union responded to the blaze, which
was declared under control at 5:35
a.m.

Ms. Sanford’s apartment was
heavily damaged by the fire while
three other apartments  suffered mod-
erate smoke damage, Chief Kelly said.

With a heavy smell of smoke still
noticeable late Tuesday morning, the
building has been deemed unsafe for
occupancy by Westfield Construc-
tion Official Steve Freedman.

Four adults from the two upstairs
apartments were relocated by the
American Red Cross, and residents
of the adjacent downstairs apartment
were placed in the care of family
members, Chief Kelly said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Fanwood BOE
qualified person to coach the team
among the eight or nine candidates
interviewed for the position. Coach
Stack replaced long-time coach Steve
Ciccotelli upon the latter’s retirement.

“...The SPFHS football team is the
laughingstock of the conference and
the county,” according to a letter e-
mailed to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times from Mr. Sicola. He said the
team’s records under Coach Stack
have been 5-5, 2-8, 3-7, and 1-9.

“...Our football players are the same
individuals that have won champion-
ships at various levels of our PAL
football program year in and year
out. Two of our neighboring rivals,
Westfield and Cranford, have had
winning programs and championship
seasons over the last four years with
similar talent pools to ours. So what’s
the problem?,” according to the let-
ter.

“It is time for the high school and
the board to realize that a successful
football program is as important to
the whole high school experience as
the band. Extracurricular activities
are essential to the full growth and
development of the ‘whole student.’
The football program is no excep-
tion; however, our student-athletes
are being grossly short-changed by
the lack of quality coaching and
leadership....A change is necessary
and it’s needed now.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Planning

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Planning

complete enough to warrant a hear-
ing.

Frank’s Auto recently learned that
its application will be more compli-
cated than expected, further delaying
the process. Because the business is
located on a county road, Frank’s
will have to undergo review by the
Union County Planning Board be-
fore the Fanwood Planning Board
can give any final approval.

Board Secretary Pat Hoynes said
that when Frank’s learned of the need
to deal with the county, the business
said it needed to put the brakes on the
proposal for the time being. Ms.
Hoynes therefore said she is not sure
that the proposal will be ready for a
March 30 hearing.

The other matter of business car-
ried to the March 30 meeting is the
CVS application at 25 South Avenue.
Representatives of CVS last came
before the planning board on Octo-
ber 28 to replace the Exxon gas sta-
tion and convenience store at the cor-
ner of South Avenue and Terrill Road
in favor of one of its pharmacies.

At that meeting, the board ex-
pressed disapproval for the submit-
ted design plans, and asked CVS to
redesign the building to be more in
line with the appearance of Fanwood’s
newer downtown development
projects. The company was asked to
resubmit its plans to the board.

A meeting between CVS and bor-
ough representatives has been set for
Thursday, March 3, to go over the
current design plans. New plans will
have to be resubmitted and made
open for public comment.

Brian Trusdell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCARRED…Soot marks the entrance and plywood covers the window of an
apartment in the Wychwood Gardens complex in Westfield where an early
morning fire Tuesday killed an elderly resident.

have to notify the carrier in early
April that they needed to take down
the temporary antennas by the end of
April, leading to a likely appearance
in municipal court, which would then,
he surmised, remand the matter back
to the planning board anyway.

Mr. Dworkin was tasked with draft-
ing a letter to New Cingular asking
for details of why the carrier needs
another year to complete the project.
Board Chairwoman Theresa Flood
said the board should also be made
aware of what PSE&G is telling New
Cingular about its own timetable to
formally complete its transmission
tower replacement project.

Garwood Votes to Eliminate
Councilman’s Benefits

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The borough council
formally introduced a resolution Tues-
day night that would strip Council Presi-
dent Lou Petruzzelli of his municipal-
provided health insurance benefits de-
spite the borough clerk declaring she
would not certify the change because
she said she did not have the authority to
do so.

It was the third straight meeting the
issue has been raised, and the second
straight it has sparked verbal jousting
sessions between members of council
and public. The 3-to-2 vote with Mr.
Petruzzelli’s abstention set up a Tues-
day, March 8 clash, when the proposal
will be debated again and get a final
vote.

A clearly annoyed Mr. Petruzzelli,
who had been largely silent the past two
meetings, cited Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma’s statement in asserting
his entitlement to the benefits, which
Councilman Joe Sarno calculated has
risen to $32,000 annually and has cost
the borough more than $168,000 since
he took office in 2009.

“I do not plan on signing a waiver to
not have health benefits for my family,
and that’s the end of it,” Mr. Petruzzelli
said during the workshop session of the
meeting. “I will not sign a waiver. I will
not be bullied into waiving those health
benefits, and go to Ms. Ariemma’s state-
ment if you have any other questions.

“I’ve had enough of being quiet,” he
said.

When asked by Councilman Jim
Mathieu if he would consider a compro-
mise, Mr. Petruzzelli interrupted before
he could finish.

“I don’t have any answers for you
Councilman Mathieu,” he said before
the two began speaking over one an-
other.

After Mayor Charles Lombardo gav-
eled the exchange to order, Mr. Mathieu
claimed he had been recognized to speak.

“I don’t recognize you,” Mr.
Petruzzelli said.

The issue was prefaced when Ms.
Ariemma read from a memo to council
members essentially stating that
Garwood had agreed to enter into the
state system for health insurance ben-
efits in 1974, including part-time em-
ployees such as elected officials. A 2010
change to the law halted the practice for
part-time employees, but
“grandfathered” those already receiv-
ing benefits, she said.

The pending resolution would only
affect Mr. Petruzzelli. No other mem-
bers of the Garwood council receive
these benefits.

As the certifying officer for those

benefits, “I add and remove employees
from the system for specific reason that
include the following options: leave of
absence, involuntary termination, death,
termination, retirement, reduction in
work hours,” Ms. Ariemma said. “There
is no option to remove employees for
other reasons. I cannot select an option
that is false.”

Mr. Mathieu, Mr. Sarno and Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro, all Republicans,
still voted to introduce the ordinance
while Councilwoman Sara Todisco, a
Democrat, and Councilman Mike Mar-
tin, a Republican, voted no.

Four residents rose to decry the move
while another, Rich McCormack – who
spoke at previous meetings, again rhe-
torically questioned Mr. Petruzzelli –
who owns his own electrical contracting
business – why he was requiring the
townspeople to pay for his benefits. At
the previous meeting, Mr. McCormack
pointed out he too owns a contracting
business.

The issue came up again in one of the
final actions in the meeting when the
council voted to grant an Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) request for the
confidential memo prepared by Bor-
ough Attorney Bob Renaud asking
whether the municipality could halt the
health insurance benefits.

The request came from planning board
member Paul Nieves, who railed against
Mr. Mathieu while reading from a pre-
pared text for more than five minutes
during the workshop session.

Mr. Mathieu and Ms. Cuccaro voted
against releasing the document, sug-
gesting it would set a precedent for any
other confidential memos circulated
among council members. Ms. Todisco
voted to release the memo along with
Messrs. Petruzzelli, Martin and Sarno,
who said he wrestled with the idea but
decided to go along since Mr. Martin
cited the main points at the February 9
meeting when explaining the laws and
licenses committee’s decision to reject
the measure.

In other actions, the council adopted a
new fee schedule for non-life hazard fire
inspections, including those for profes-
sional businesses, retail establishments,
manufacturing, storage and residential.

Mr. Mathieu also said the school board
has approved a new shared-service main-
tenance agreement, including a 2 per-
cent increase and asked that the contract
be considered at the March 8 meeting.

Mr. Martin noted that Police Chief
Bruce Underhill had told the laws and
licenses committee that the property
maintenance code, particularly the en-
forcement provision, was based on an
outdated national code that has become
obsolete and needed revision.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Recycling
pragmatic concerns. A single mother
of twins shared her difficulties in
getting recyclables to the center, in
her small car, during its limited open
hours on Wednesdays and Saturdays;
she strongly advocated for curbside
service. Others said that work sched-
ules prevented them from recycling
at the center.

Dr. Robert Laumbach from Rutgers
Environmental Health Sciences noted
that individual trips to the recycling
center potentially waste more fossil
fuel than a streamlined pickup ser-
vice would. A woman from South
Orange pointed out that curbside
pickup often becomes garbage, rather
than recycling, if consumers do not
choose to sort items into separate
recycling streams.

Other residents offered creative
suggestions. Two residents asked if
the municipality would be able to
provide pickup service from
curbsides to the center, rather than
contracting to a recycling company.
This would enable continued recy-
cling of unusual material and a re-

turn to profitability when markets
improve. Russ Allison, the recycling
center’s treasurer, noted that the cen-
ter has bids out for a new commodi-
ties buyer and a new insurer, and
hopes to be independent of tax sup-
port again within five years. Resi-
dent Trudy Burke, who owns a den-
tistry business, suggested that small
business owners would likely be
willing to pay a fee to recycle, which
could improve tonnage and lead to
better profits and state-funded ton-
nage grants. Many residents sug-
gested that Union County should be
pressured to contribute, since sev-
eral towns bring otherwise
unrecyclable items to the Fanwood
Recycling Center.

Mayor Colleen Mahr closed the
meeting by thanking all for their par-
ticipation. She said that the council is
in talks with Union County already.
She stressed that the borough gov-
ernment was listening, brainstorm-
ing, weighing all options seriously,
and would be in touch with citizens
as plans continue to develop.
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Officials Recall 1986 Blast At Scotch Plains Restaurant
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Thomas
Atkins remembers being awaken in
the wee hours of February 25, 1986,
when he “heard a rumble that sounded
as if the ground was shaking.”

A few minutes later, the phone in
his Fanwood home rang — “never a
good thing at that hour” — and Mr.
Atkins, the Scotch Plains municipal
manager, was told that an explosion
had leveled Mama Rosa’s restaurant
at the corner of Park Avenue and East
Second Street.

Dressing in a hurry and driving the
mile from his home into town, Mr.
Atkins told The Westfield Leader and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times:
“When I arrived at the scene, it looked
like a tornado had ripped through.
Parts of the building were strewn
everywhere.”

The massive explosion at 2:41
a.m. — 30 years ago today — de-
stroyed most of the structure, which
housed not only the large Italian
restaurant but also Alfonso’s Pizze-
ria, which occupied the southeast
corner of the building and now is
located on Park Avenue. Today, the
CVS pharmacy occupies the prop-
erty.

“It was quite a bang,” remembered
Robert Luce, the township police
chief at the time. It was “one of the
biggest explosions Scotch Plains ever
had. There was a lot of debris and
shattered windows throughout the
downtown.”

He said it was standard practice for
officers on overnight patrols to in-
spect buildings on foot and recalled
the good fortune that no one was
injured by the blast.

“Had anybody been on the side-
walk when the explosion occurred,”
he said, “they’d have been toast.”

Robert LaCosta, who’s been the
township’s building inspector and
zoning officer since the late 1970s,
recalled getting a phone call that
morning mistakenly telling him that
Mama Rosa’s was on fire.

“I thought to myself, ‘How can it
be on fire? It has a sprinkler system,’”
he said.

When he arrived at the scene at day
break, “I never saw anything quite
like it,” he recalled, remembering how
the building’s large steel beams “were
twisted like gum wrappers or like
aluminum foil.”

That morning, Mr. LaCosta took
an extensive video of the scene, and
last week played the hour-long tape
for this reporter.

What it showed were scenes of
wreckage that included bent beams,
building insulation and large pieces
of lumber lodged in trees, debris in
the parking lot and doors that had
been blown off the building and ended
up across Park Avenue.

Large sections of the building’s
cinder block walls were strewn about,
a restaurant van was buried in the
large pile of rubble and the plate-
glass windows of many businesses
on East Second Street and Park Av-
enue and windows of neighboring
apartments blown out. Attorney Tho-
mas Russo said that his father’s busi-
ness machines store at the corner of
Park and Bartle Avenues was one of
the only stores in the downtown not
to suffer any window damage.

One of the first people Mr. LaCosta
spotted on the scene that February
morning 30 years ago was a township
resident who was an agent with the
federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms, a sure sign that the
explosion might be more than just an
accident.

Soon, arson investigators from
Union County arrived, and very
quickly it was determined that the
explosion — due to the ignition of
natural gas inside the restaurant —
had been deliberate.

A year later, in March 1987, ac-
cording to The Leader and Times’
archives, the restaurant’s owners,
Rosa Tribunella and her sons Joseph
and Rosario, were named in a seven-
count indictment whose charges in-
cluded conspiracy to defraud two
Union County banks by filing fraudu-
lent loan applications before the res-
taurant was destroyed.

The indictment also charged that
Joseph Tribunella conspired with un-
named persons to destroy the restau-
rant to collect insurance money. No
one was ever convicted of any arson
charges and it appears that, accord-
ing to very sketchy records from the
time, only one of the Tribunella broth-
ers served time, briefly, on the fraud
charges.

Administrative Law judge Susan
Scarola, then an assistant Union
County prosecutor and a lead inves-
tigator of the incident, was unable to
comment when reached last week by
The Leader and Times.

At the time of the explosion,
Alfonso’s Pizzeria was located in the
southeast corner of Mama Rosa’s
building. Owner Angelo Zanfardino
recalled the surreal experience of
“going to bed, feeling on top of the
world, everything is going your way,
you have a nice store and a beautiful
family, and then you get a phone call
in the middle of the night that all that
you worked for is lost.”

He said when he arrived at the
scene, he was blocked by a police
officer from turning from East Sec-
ond Street onto Park Avenue. When
he told the officer that he needed to
get to his pizza business, he was told,
“It’s all gone.”

What he did find was his uniform
and a small kitchen radio stuck in a
tree and a three-inch thick axle from

REMEMBERING CHESTER HOLMES... Union County Freeholder Chairman
Bruce H. Bergen and Vice-Chairman Sergio Granados join Candice Frye and
Freeholders Mohamed S. Jalloh, Bette Jane Kowalski, Linda Carter and Vernell
Wright in presenting the Chester Holmes Humanitarian Award to Assemblyman
Jerry Green (D-22nd, Plainfield) during the 4th Annual Union County Black
History Month Celebration at Union County College in Cranford. The Freeholder
Board created the award in honor of the late former freeholder, Mr. Holmes.

the inside of his pizza oven was
twisted by the force of the blast.

Mr. Zanfardino, then with a wife and
two infant children at home,  praised
township officials who helped him get
his business back up and running within
three months. He singled out Mr.
LaCosta, who he said was “tremen-
dous” in helping secure the necessary
approvals to move the business across
the street to its present location.

“The whole administration at the
time was tremendous,” he said.

Gabe Spera was a member of the
township council at the time and said
Mr. Atkins informed him of the ex-
plosion in a pre-dawn phone call.

He also recalled the practice of offic-
ers conducting overnight foot patrols.

“One of our officers was about to
check on the businesses in that area to
see if their doors were all locked,” Mr.
Spera said. “Had they been there a
little earlier,” he noted, the result would
have been serious injury or worse.

Mr. Spera remembered Mama
Rosa’s, which began as a pizza joint
before expanding to a full-scale res-
taurant, as being “a very popular place
in town. The food was pretty good.”

He said Mrs. Tribunella — Mama
—played the part of hostess and could
also be seen dancing with the patrons.

Mrs. Tribunella’s granddaughter
also expressed fond memories of her
grandmother and the restaurant. Her
“nonna,” as Gina Tribunella called
her, “was the life of that restaurant.”

Speaking from her home in Florida,
Ms. Tribunella said her grandmother,
who died in 2012, was “very outgo-
ing and super friendly,” describing
her as someone “who did everything
from the bottom of her heart.”

She wanted to “give people the
pleasure of eating her food,” Mama
Rosa’s granddaughter said, “while in
a friendly place to hang out.”

The restaurant “was her life,” said

Ms. Tribunella, who as a young adult
lived with her grandparents in
Fanwood and recalled watching as
her grandfather, Mario Tribunella,
made various sauces for Mama Rosa’s
“at home and from scratch.”

Addressing speculation over the
years about the cause of and possible
motivations behind the explosion, Ms.
Tribunella said she believes “from
the bottom of my heart that it was an
accident” and not intentional.

She thought it ridiculous to think
that her grandmother and uncles
would have “thrown away something
they built themselves,” adding that
her grandmother “was never the
same” after the explosion.

Periodic social media postings re-
garding the explosion also upset her.
“I don’t like people talking about my
family,” she said. “They worked hard.
Everything my grandmother owned,
she put into her own restaurant.”

Dept. of Education Releases
School Aid Numbers

TRENTON — The New Jersey
Department of Education has an-
nounced school aid figures for
2016-2017. Local districts are as
follows:

Westfield’s total aid is $3,032,999,
up $76,682 or 2.6 percent over last
year. The bulk of the aid, $2,598,409,
is for special education. Other cat-
egories are: transportation aid,
$138,112; security aid, $110,483,
PARCC readiness aid, $62,000; per
pupil growth aid, $62,000; and pro-
fessional learning community aid,
$61,995. The district received no
aid in the following categories:
equalization aid, education adequacy
aid, choice aid, under adequacy aid,
supplemental enrollment growth aid,
adjustment aid, additional adjust-
ment aid, and host district support
aid.

Cranford’s total aid is $2,365,757,
up $55,762 or 2.4 percent; equaliza-
tion aid is $88,682; transportation
aid is $81,969; special education aid
is $2,016,678; security aid is $67,128;
PARCC readiness aid is $37,155; per
pupil growth aid is $37,155, and pro-
fessional learning community aid is
$36,990. The district received no aid
in the following categories: educa-
tion adequacy aid, choice aid, under
adequacy aid, supplemental enroll-
ment growth aid, adjustment aid, ad-
ditional adjustment aid, and host dis-
trict support aid.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood total aid is
$3,014,466, an increase of $66,958
or 2.3 percent; transportation aid,
$237,609; special education aid,
$2,518,908; security aid, $98,844;
PARCC readiness aid, $53,090; per

pupil growth aid, $53,090, and pro-
fessional learning community aid,
$52,925. The district received no aid
in the following categories: equaliza-
tion aid, choice aid, under adequacy
aid, host district support aid, under
adequacy aid, supplemental enroll-
ment growth aid, adjustment aid, and
additional adjustment aid.

Garwood: total aid, $455,236, up
$6,969 or 1.6 percent; equalization
aid: $77,425; transportation aid,
$36,355; special education aid,
$309,298; security aid; $11,310;
PARCC readiness aid, $5,120; per
pupil growth aid, $5,120; adjust-
ment aid, $3,963; additional adjust-
ment aid, $1,805, and professional
learning community aid, $4,840. The
district received no aid in the fol-
lowing categories: education ad-
equacy aid, choice aid, under ad-
equacy aid, supplemental enrollment
growth aid, and host district support
aid.

Mountainside: total aid, $505,408,
up $13,044 or 2.6 percent; transpor-
tation aid, $76,605; special educa-
tion aid, $371,542; security aid,
$19,731; under adequacy aid,
$5,780; PARCC readiness aid,
$10,690; per pupil growth aid,
$10,690; professional learning com-
munity aid, $10,370; equalization
aid, education adequacy aid, choice
aid, adjustment aid, additional ad-
justment aid, and host district sup-
port aid, all $0.
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PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information) 

 

MARCH  2016 
EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm   

Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Sundays Hours 1:00 - 5:00 pm  
Closed March 25 for Good Friday and March 27 for Easter 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for sign up information) 

3/1, 8, 15 11:00 am ¡Hora de Quentos!  3-5 years 

3/8  6:30 pm Evening LEGO Club (grades 1-5) 

3/11  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids (no age requirement, but 
players must know how to move pieces) 

3/18 10:00 am Playgroup for Babies (0-23 months) 

3/22 & 29  1:00 pm Afternoon Fun - 4’s & 5’s Storytime 

3/23 & 30 10:30 am Time for 3’s Storytime 

3/24 & 31 10:30 am 2’s on Thursday Storytime 

3/5  2:00 pm Hit the Roof Band – piano and drums 

3/8 10:00 am Coloring for Adults 

3/9 10:00 am Computer Class: Advanced Word-Part I 

3/9  1:00 pm Accounting Basics De-Mystified-Part I 

3/9  7:00 pm “A WASP Takes Wing” Women Air Force 
Service Pilots in World War II by Ann Carl 

3/14 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “Testament of Youth” 

3/16  6:30 pm Money Saving Sewing Tips by Karen Camden 

3/19  2:00 pm Singer Marc Berger 

3/23  7:00 pm Wall Street Potholes Author Talk 

3/30   7:00 pm “The Jersey Joke” by Prof Michel Rockland 

Freeholders to Hold
Budget Meetings

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders Fiscal Affairs Commit-
tee will be hosting special meetings
to conduct budget meetings on the
following dates:

Monday, March 7, at 5:30 p.m. at
the Galloping Hill Golf Course Club-
house, 3 Golf Drive, Kenilworth, and
Tuesday, March 8, at 5:30 p.m. at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools, 1776 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, and Thursday, March 17, at
5:30 p.m. at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, 6th Floor, Eliza-
beth.

 Members of the public are invited
to attend, though there will not be a
public comment portion. All times
and dates are subject to change with-
out notice.

Role of Municipal Clerks
Topic of Old Guard Meeting
NEW PROVIDENCE — David

Hughes, retired clerk of the City of
Summit, will lead a discussion of the
“Duties and Responsibilities of Mu-
nicipal Clerks” at the Tuesday, March
1 meeting of the Old Guard of Sum-
mit. Rosemary Licatese, current Sum-
mit city clerk, and Wendi Barry, New
Providence cler, will join Mr. Hughes
in the discussion.

Have you sometimes wondered,
just what is it that municipal clerks
do? Is it an honorary office, or do
municipal clerks actually do some-
thing? Most of us would be surprised
at how much municipal clerks are
expected to do, what their responsi-
bilities are, and how these responsi-
bilities have changed and been added

to through the years. Mr. Hughes and
Ms. Ligatese and Ms.Barry are well
equipped to answer the most press-
ing questions.

All age 50-plus active men are in-
vited to attend the Tuesday morning
meetings of the Summit Area Old
Guard. Meetings are held at the New
Providence Municipal Center, 360
Elkwood Avenue. A coffee hour starts
at 9:15 a.m., followed by a 10 a.m.
business meeting. The speaker be-
gins at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays, con-
certs and other cultural events. For
more information, call Jim Hewitt at
(908) 233-5507 or log onto
www.summitoldguard.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Menendez Rips Obama Over
Upcoming Trip to Cuba

U.S. Senator Bob Menendez (D-
N.J.) issued the following statement
on President Barack Obama’s up-
coming trip to Cuba:

“It is totally unacceptable for
the President of the United States
to reward a dictatorial regime with
an historic visit when human
rights abuses endure and democ-
racy continues to be shunned. This
will mark the first time a U.S.
President is visiting a dictator-
ship in Latin America since
Lyndon Johnson’s 1968 visit to
Nicaragua and it’s the first presi-
dential visit to Cuba since Calvin
Coolidge in 1928.

Since Castro seized power, nine
American Presidents – Kennedy,
Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Carter,
Reagan, George H.W. Bush, Clinton,
and George W. Bush – did not rush
to the island to shake hands with an
oppressive dictator.

“They instead stood firmly against
a regime that represses its people’s
freedoms and blatantly violates hu-
man rights just 90 miles from our
shore. The President is – again –
prioritizing short-term economic in-
terests over long-term and enduring
American values. He will rue this
decision, just as he will ultimately
rue giving a lifeline to the Ayatol-
lah...”

Pallone, LoBiondo Comment
On Sports Betting Hearing

Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th)
and Frank LoBiondo (R-2nd), re-
leased the following statement re-
garding the rehearing of New
Jersey’s case to legalize sports wa-
gering in the state by the Third Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in Philadel-
phia.

In 2011, New Jersey voters passed
a constitutional amendment by refer-
endum to allow sports betting at casi-
nos and racetracks.

“The Court’s decision to rehear
New Jersey’s case points to the mer-
its of our argument and is a promising
step forward in our fight to finally
bring legalized sports betting to our
state. As we have reiterated time and
time again—the existing federal law
is unconstitutional and arbitrary; it
picks winners and losers, while con-
tinuing to deny New Jerseyans the
right to participate in this billion-
dollar industry.

“We are hopeful that [February
17th] hearing signals the start of a
new era in our state, and we intend
to see this fight through to the
end.”

Bramnick Comments on Dems
Plan to Double Minimum Wage
Assembly Minority Leader Jon

Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) issued
the following statement in response
to the Democrats’ $15 per hour mini-
mum wage proposal:

“The state constitution should never
be used to legislate. Job creators al-
ready find New Jersey's business en-
vironment difficult with high taxes
and burdensome regulations. A rea-
sonable increase to the minimum
wage makes sense. The Democrats’
proposal will make New Jersey less
attractive to businesses and force jobs
out of the state. The Legislature should
be discussing how to create more job
opportunities by making the state
more competitive with other states.”

 Cunningham Supports Hike
In Mininum Wage

 State Senator Sandra  Cunningham
(D-31st, Jersey City) last week sup-
ported a proposal by Senate Presi-
dent Steve Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) and Assembly Speaker
Vincent Prieto (D-32nd, Secaucus)
to raise the minimum wage in New
Jersey to at least $15 over five years.

“The current minimum wage
doesn’t come close to what is actually
needed for residents to afford basic
necessities, even when working a 40-
hour week. The plan agreed upon by
the Senate President and (Assembly)
Speaker to raise the minimum wage to
$15 over five years is great for work-
ers and will also help the state’s
economy since money earned will be
spent in our communities.”

Bill to Raise Age to Buy
Cigarettes Clears Committee
Legislation sponsored to raise the

legal age to purchase tobacco and
electronic cigarette devices from 19
to 21 in New Jersey gained Assembly
panel approval on Monday.

Specifically, the bill (A-2320)
would raise the minimum age for
purchasing tobacco and electronic
smoking devices from 19 to 21, and
raise the minimum age from 19 to 21
years of a person to whom a vendor
may sell, offer for sale, distribute,
give or furnish such products in New
Jersey.

New Jersey would become just the
second state to raise the minimum
age requirement to purchase tobacco
to 21, along with Hawaii.

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriquez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Contrary to popular belief 
We Are OPEN!

Bring this ad in for a Free Appetizer (up to $10.00 
value) with the purchase of One (1) entrée!

Join us for dinner 
or drinks and enjoy 

the following:

-Tuesdays- 
Free Bar Bingo 9PM-

11PM with prizes

-Wednesdays- 
Trivia 9PM-11PM with

1st, 2nd & 3rd place prizes

-Thursdays- 
Karaoke  10PM-12PM

411 North Avenue W.  Westfield, NJ (908) 232-1207 

One offer per table - no split checks. Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. 
Must present coupon at time of purchase. Not refundable or redeemable for cash.

Riverfront Station Parking
Discussed in Cranford

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Additional me-
tered parking spaces on South Av-
enue across from the River and Rail
restaurant is being proposed by the
township committee.

During its Monday workshop meet-
ing, Commissioner Mary O’Connor
asked the committee to change what
currently is non-delineated, free two-
hour parking, into 13 designated me-
tered spaces. In the evening, the park-
ing there is haphazard and this plan
would add “structure” to that area, Ms.
O’Connor said.

Additional safety measures along the
section of South Avenue between Cen-
tennial Avenue and High Street is being
explored by the parking committee, she
said. Currently, pedestrians cross in the
middle of the street there, she said. “We
need to think about putting in a pedes-
trian crossing light,” she said.

Parking permits for employees of the
businesses at the Riverfront at Cranford
Station development also is lacking,
she said, and the committee is investi-
gating where to find parking for them.

Desilting to increase the capacity of
the Rahway River, budgeted to start last
year, could begin in October after the
trout fishing season, Township Engi-
neer Carl O’Brien said. In addition to
the desilting, Mr. O’Brien said he is
recommending replacing three dam
gates, which were not part of the budget.
The gates are at Droescher’s Mill Dam
by Lincoln Park East, Hansel Dam by
the Cranford Canoe Club (both of which
the Army Corps recommended remov-
ing in its flood study) and Sperry Dam
on North Union Avenue. The cost to
replace the gates was not presented.

“The gates — that money — could
be taken out of a previous bond ordi-
nance … because you need to raise and
lower the gates to do the desilting I
believe that would be an allowable ex-
pense … You could take care of it
immediately as opposed to waiting un-
til the rest of the desilting is done,”
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr. said.

After a resident along the Orchard
Brook forbade the township to come on
his property to survey the brook, Mr.
O’Brien said his staff will use an alter-
nate survey method to gain the data it
needs. It should be done the first week
of March, he said.

At the February 9 public meeting, a
resolution to purchase a new Chevy
Tahoe truck for the police department
was approved. The committee said this
vehicle is intended to be used as an
operational vehicle with all of the de-
partmental markings, and is not to be

used as a personal vehicle.
“We need to clarify that or rescind”

the resolution, Township Administrator
Terence Wall said. The sport utility ve-
hicle (SUV) is replacing two operational
vehicles, the committee said.

The fire and police chiefs each have
a contract that specifies each have a
personal, unmarked car, “as is cur-
rently the case,” Mr. Wall said. Com-
missioner Patrick Giblin asked if a
policy explains the use of the opera-
tional vehicles, and Mr. Wall said he
would investigate it.

Mr. Giblin said he would like to work
with Mr. Wall in talking with NJ Transit
to have the west end of the train plat-
form operational again after being
closed for about four years. Mayor Andis
Kalnins said state legislators have
agreed to help in the matter.

Three departments presented their
budgets for 2016. Library Director John
Malar said his $1.3-million spending
plan was met after he cut operating hours
and reduced spending for books and
other lending materials. Any savings the
library does see, he said, typically is
added to the books budget. The amount
allotted for electricity is up sharply, from
$30,000 in 2015 to $48,000 in 2016,
after the township chose not to subsidize
the bill in July. “That makes for a big
change,” Mr. Malar said.

The parks and recreation department
added some senior programs. The com-
mittee also discussed having a police
officer present at the community cen-
ter, particularly Friday nights, to assist
in keeping children from leaving the
premises before their parents arrive and
to control unwanted behaviors.

The Centennial Pool’s refurbishments
are to take place throughout the course
of the year and are to include replacing
the roof, renovating the locker rooms
and heating, ventilation and air condi-
tioning (HVAC). Summer pool mem-
berships for residents can be purchased
beginning Tuesday, March 1.

Fees will increase by $5 for residents
and $10 for out-of-town residents, but
will not be raised for senior citizens.

The Cranford Health Department
and the Westfield Regional Health
Department gave their budget and
monthly reports. The Cranford Health
Department hired a new employee in
December, with a salary of $37,505,
registered Environmental Health Spe-
cialist Monika Koscova-Jencik said,
which increased the 2016 budget. The
Westfield Regional Health Department
contract is up 0.67 percent over last
year, Health Officer Megan Avallone
said. The salaries total $51,000 for
Cranford, she said.

BOE Discusses School Tech.,
Environment, Budget

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — At its Tues-
day night meeting, board of educa-
tion members discussed environmen-
tal stewardship, the Berkeley Heights
school board’s proposed plan to re-
place Governor Livingston High
School students Ipads, and the ongo-
ing budget process.

Board member Chris Minks and
Chief School Administrator (CSA)
New Jersey Institute of Technology
Nancy Lubarsky presented a detailed
overview of their plan to have
Mountainside schools participate in
Sustainable Jersey for Schools.

Sustainable New Jersey is a certifi-
cation program for schools in the
state which began in 2014. Sustain-
able New Jersey is a not-for-profit
organization that provides tools, train-
ing, and financial incentives to sup-
port and reward schools that pursue
sustainability programs.

By participating in the free pro-
gram, Mountainside will have access
to specific tools and resources which
will help Deerfield and Beechwood
schools implement sustainable, en-
ergy smart, eco-friendly and cost ef-
fective solutions including reducing,
reusing and recycling as well as fol-
lowing green building standards for
construction and major renovations,
forming school partnerships to pur-
chase or produce clean energy, re-
cycled paper, energy efficient equip-
ment and other green products.

Several board members noted that
participation in the program would also
support the current science and tech-
nology curriculum and encourage stu-
dents who may be considering careers
in engineering, science, and design.

Board member Jeanne Parker, who
serves as the Mountainside board’s
liaison with Berkeley Heights, then
provided a detailed update on recent
developments at Governor Livingston
which is the high school which
Mountainside students attend. Ms.
Parker advised that planning for
Project Graduation is ongoing and the
annual St. Balrdricks fundraiser will
take place on Thursday, March 18.

Ms. Parker also provided the board
and the public with a summary of
Berkeley Height’s proposed technol-
ogy roadmap. According to Ms.
Parker, a major component of the
roadmap is a plan to replace the
Ipad2’s, which the Governor
Livingston students currently have,
with new IPad Airs. Under the terms
of the proposed project, the older
devices would be passed on to the
Berkeley Heights middle school stu-
dents. According to Ms. Parker, the
cost per student is approximately $51
and the estimated cost for the

Mountainside students would be
$16,000.

Ms. Parker and other board mem-
bers repeatedly noted that since
Mountainside contributed a signifi-
cant amount of money to purchase
the soon to be replaced IPad2’s it’s
students were entitled to a share of
the devices. Board members agreed
to begin negotiating with the Berke-
ley Heights Board of Education over
an appropriate allocation.

Ms. Parker also noted and com-
mended the accomplishments of
Anna Song, a Mountainside resident
who is a member of the Governor
Livingston Robotics Club. The Club
finished second at the recent FIRST
Tech Robotics Competition and will
now compete at the state champion-
ship which will be held at the New
Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT)
this Sunday, February 28.

CSA Lubarksy urged residents to
attend the special Wednesday, March
16 budget hearing which will take
place at Deerfield School and thanked
the community for the $13,000 in
grants which have been received so
far this academic year including do-
nations from the Watts Foundation,
the Mountainside Elks, and the
Mountainside Education Foundation.
She also provided information on the
upcoming field trips to the Liberty
Science Center, Turtleback Zoo, and
Jenkins Aquarium.

In other business, the board unani-
mously agreed that since Ms.
Lubarksy had met all of the Qualita-
tive and Quantitative Goals outlined
in her employment contract she was
entitled to receive a merit bonus of
3.3 percent, which is the equivalent
of $4,828.50.

County Sponsoring
UC Means Green

COUNTY – Business owners and
managers are invited to attend “Union
County Means Green,” a free break-
fast networking session and seminar
designed to share new green strate-
gies for attracting customers and
boosting the bottom line.

The event is scheduled for Monday,
March 7, from 8 a.m. to noon at the
Donald R. Conklin Conference Cen-
ter at the Kean University STEM build-
ing, 1000 Morris Avenue in Union
Township. Pre-registration is required
online at ucnj.org/ucmb. The program
provides an opportunity to meet and
hear from representatives with com-
panies in the sustainability field in-
cluding Covanta Energy, Office De-
pot, Cox Printers of Linden, Rutgers
University, and other experts in waste
management, stormwater manage-
ment, green purchasing, and more.
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Representative Leonard Lance (R)
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The Chain Broke on the Westfield
Snowplow, Not Operator Malfeasance

Councilman Jones
Thanked for Response
Last month’s snowstorm, which

began on Friday, left Tack Circle im-
passable. As residents waited for the
plow to pass through, it did not come.
Several people on this cul-de-sac
called either the Mayor’s office, the
police department or the DPW. The
Mayor’s mailbox was full, the police
directed you to DPW, where you
reached voice mail answering sys-
tems.

We do have elderly and infants
residing here and if there was an
emergency, vehicles would not be
able to get through. Others were con-
cerned about getting to work Mon-
day morning. Finally, late Sunday
afternoon, I decided to contact
Llewellyn Jones, who promptly got
back to me. He notified the township
manager of the situation and said if
the plows were not there by 6 p.m. to
let him know. At about 6:15 the plows
arrived and cleared the road enough
for cars to pass.

Councilman Jones is to be greatly
admired for responding as he did. I
certainly appreciated his help.

Valerie Cirrito
Scotch Plains

Social media and printed news
serve as important outlets for citizens
to share their opinions. They don’t
always, however, serve the public
good when discussions are based on
conjecture and hearsay and not on
facts. When discussions based on
misinformation propagate through
neighborhoods, such “gossip” may
be downright detrimental to the com-
munity at large.

Although I respect that Mr. Dobra
is entitled to express his opinion as he
did in his letter to the editor in last
week’s Leader, I am compelled to
present the facts regarding his as-
sumption that the DPW plow opera-
tor deliberately dropped his plow on
dry pavement as well as the story he
“heard” regarding a parked car being
struck by a plow.

Regarding the assumption that a
Westfield plow operator deliberately
dropped the plow on dry pavement,
what actually occurred was a heavy
duty chain that secures the plow to
the frame assembly in the up position
broke, causing the plow to drop un-
expectedly. The operator was not
“texting,” but contacting the DPW
mechanics shop to report the me-
chanical failure.

Regarding the story that a Westfield
plow hit a parked car during the re-
cent blizzard, the police department
received two reports of a plow strik-
ing the side view mirrors on two
vehicles parked in the roadway. The
evidence suggests that no Westfield
plow was involved in either accident
as the whereabouts of all the Westfield
plows were accounted for at the time
of the accidents. “The town” did not
say the witness “must have been
wrong.” It is important to keep in
mind that the police department in-
vestigates all such reports without
prejudice, and it is also important to
keep in mind that Westfield plows are
not the only ones working in or trav-

eling through town – there are also
state plows, county plows, and pri-
vate plows.

Regarding the allegation that the
public works’ employees “damage
the equipment” they use, such an
accusation is unwarranted and em-
pirically unfounded. The public
works employees deserve praise for
their efforts and mechanical creativ-
ity to do the very best with the re-
sources they have, including keeping
aged equipment running under very
trying circumstances. Let me add that
in my 10 plus years as Mayor, I can
count on one hand the number of
times the Town of Westfield has re-
ceived a claim involving a Westfield
plow striking a parked vehicle. This
clearly reflects on the skills, the en-
durance, the patience, and the dedi-
cation of our plow operators.

Further, I have spent many hours
riding along with our plows and I
have witnessed first-hand the chal-
lenges the operators face – from ob-
stacles in the roadway, to the rough
ride, to the noise, to the poor visibil-
ity, to the exhaustion (they worked 35
hours straight during the blizzard with
only short breaks to eat), to the wor-
ries about their own families. When
equipment breaks down, it is due to
the stress and strain of the task at
hand, not the employee. To be sure,
continuously pushing over two feet
of snow for hours upon hours places
incredible stress and strain on the
equipment.

To be clear, one problem the Town
of Westfield does not have is public
works employees damaging the
equipment that they depend on. I
share Mr. Dobra’s love of this town,
which is precisely why it is important
that I present the realities and dis-
pense with the hearsay and conjec-
ture.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky
Westfield

Choose The New Police Chief From
Within the Scotch Plains Department
To Mr. Mirabella and Scotch Plains

Council:
I have been a resident of Scotch

Plains for over 30 years. Many things
have changed and I have mourned
the passing of friends and neighbors.
Change is a part of living. Some
things, however, when allowed to
occur challenge our existence.

In two weeks our chief of police
Brian Mahoney will retire after serv-
ing our community for almost 30
years in multiple capacities. We thank
him from our hearts for his service
and wish him God speed in his future
endeavors.

This brings me to the troubling
news that is being circulated that in-
stead of promoting one of our able
and dedicated police officers you are
contemplating installing a director to
oversee the police force. My first
reaction was this has to be wrong.
How could any person or persons

given the opportunity to lead a town
demoralize its police force? Is this
another layer of salaried employees
on the backs of over taxed residents?
Would any young graduate of the
police academy want to serve in a
town where he or she was hindered
from future possibilities of ultimate
promotion? Would the demoralizing
affect how he or she responds to a
service call. Aren’t you then expos-
ing the residents of the town to me-
diocre protection?

Last, but not least. changes like
this should and could only be ac-
cepted and approved by the voting
public not hurriedly or covertly
pushed through. My suggestion to
you manager and council is to imme-
diately name our police chief from
the ranks and leave politics out of the
concerns for our safety.

Liz Mangan
Scotch Plains

Is Compromise Possible
In The Garwood Council?

Is $168,000 enough money for
Garwood’s residents to have paid a
sitting Council member since 2010?
That figure is the total amount that
the borough’s taxpayers have paid
for Democrat Council President Louis
Petruzzelli’s health and dental ben-
efits since his election to Garwood’s
Council in November 2009. How can
this be if Governor Christie and the
Democrat Legislature in Trenton had
done away with part-time elected
officials’ receipt of health benefits at
taxpayer expense in May of 2010?
Well, through a loophole interpreted
and promoted by lawyers, elected
officials who have continuously
served a municipality since before
the date of that reform are deemed to
have been “grandfathered” and still
to be able to receive such benefits.

We call on Council President
Petruzzelli to forgo his health and
dental benefits at taxpayer expense
for the prohibitive annual cost of over
$32,000. In Garwood, this amount of
money is significant. It is nearly as
much as the $17,600 Garwood bud-
gets for its senior citizens’ program
and the $17,500 we budget for snow
removal in a given year combined. It
is approximately 1 1/2 times the
$19,000 it takes to run Garwood’s
Recreation Complex for a year and
the $23,000 we spend annually for
telephone service. It is $3,500 more
than the $28,500 Garwood budgeted
for shade tree maintenance in all of
2015. It is three times the $10,800 in
annual stipends for which the Mayor
and six Councilpersons are eligible.

If Council President Petruzzelli
refuses to give up his $32,000 per
year health and dental benefits, per-
haps a compromise may be reached
where the Council President contrib-
utes a meaningful amount of money
toward the payment of his premiums.
Thus far, neither Council President
Petruzzelli nor any of his surrogates
have approached us about reaching
any such compromise. We remain
optimistic that we can craft a biparti-
san compromise that will achieve sig-
nificant savings for Garwood.

Garwood Councilpersons
Ileen Bocchino-Cuccaro

James Mathieu, Joseph Sarno

Why Does Gov’t Encourage Bad
Behavior? - Gambling, Debt

Things responsible parents would never teach
their children to engage in, our government(s) seem
so willing to encourage.

While in one breath, some governments and poli-
ticians rail on the private sector and businesses for
“exploiting” the consumer, the next moment they
use the same tactics on the citizenry.

The mob used to run (and in some places probably
still do) the “numbers.” Black market bookmakers
were known to everybody in the poor neighborhoods
except somehow the police.

Now, nearly every state government has lottery
games: daily numbers, scratch-off games, Powerball.

More than a half century ago, casino gambling
was only found in smoke-filled rooms run by orga-
nized crime or places like Cuba or Monte Carlo.
Then it came to Las Vegas, Atlantic City, riverboats
and now, virtually everywhere: Connecticut, Penn-
sylvania. Trenton wants to expand outside of Atlan-
tic City.

Similarly, while debt is necessary for the over-
whelming majority to finance the purchase of a
house or a car, a clarion call goes out from financial
advisors to government officials for the average
individual to avoid massive debt, putting purchases
on credit cards.

Yet our federal government’s debt is more than
$18 trillion, state and local governments — includ-
ing school boards — add debt all the time.

Even at the micro level, Garwood Mayor Charles
Lombardo this week announced the borough of
4,200 will begin accepting credit cards for property
tax payments. Of course, there will be a 3 percent
fee, or whatever interest rate your credit card com-
pany is charging you.

The justification offered for the lotteries is both
libertarian and practicality. Why deny a simple vice
that the government can regulate and profit from
(instead of organized crime syndicates)?

Debt payment by credit card is a “convenience.”
But is it convenient to add another 3 percent to an
already excessive payment, or is it convenient for the
government to make sure it gets its money?

What it seems to really distill into is the govern-
ment “needs” your money, to (among other things),
“care for the children.” It will do anything to get it,
including condoning behavior most people consider
irresponsible.

If we call our government officials “leaders,”
shouldn’t they lead — with good behavior, not find
excuses for risky behavior so they can get their hands
on more money?

Senate Vote On Justice Should
Wait Until After Election

Last week’s death of Supreme Court Justice
Antonin Scalia has opened the political battleground
as both political parties push to take control of a now
4-4 court. Justice Scalia, who grew up in Trenton,
was the most conservative justice on the High Court.
His replacement will control the court perhaps for
the next 30 years. Naturally, President Barack Obama
will want to appoint a liberal judge while the GOP
pushes for a conservative.

Republicans say it has been 80 years since a justice
was nominated and confirmed in the last year of a
Presidency. However, Justice Anthony Kennedy was
confirmed, 97-0, by the Senate on February 18, 1988
after he was nominated by President Ronald Reagan
on November 11, 1987. This came after Senate
Democrats defeated the President’s nomination of
Robert Bork. His second choice, Douglas Ginsburg,
withdrew his nomination.

Among the cases before the current court are those
involving abortion, immigration and election dis-
tricts. In the case of a 4-4 tie, the split decision
effectively upholds the ruling of the lower court.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-
Ky.) has said the Senate will not consider any nomi-

nation made by the President, believing that should
come from the next President. Democrats have shot
back saying that all nominees deserve a hearing
before the Senate judicial committee and a vote by
the full Senate.

The next President could have multiple Supreme
Court appointments as Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
will be nearly 84, Justice Kennedy will be over 80,
and Justice Stephen Breyer will be 78.

Will President Obama appoint a moderate in the
hopes of getting Senate approval? In our opinion, the
President should name an appointee after meeting
with Senate leaders on both sides of the political
aisle. However, we believe the Senate should give
the nominee a hearing but not vote until after the
General Election so as the President-Elect is fully
involved in the process. We suspect any nominee by
President Obama will be defeated should it come to
a vote, which, of course, will be along party lines.

The nominees of Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sand-
ers versus those of Donald Trump, Ted Cruz, or
Marco Rubio would obviously be vastly different
and could tilt the court to the left or right, with more
vacancies likely in the years ahead.

Garwood Residents Can Pay Property
Taxes On Line by Credit Card

As is the practice in many commu-
nities, the ability for Garwood resi-
dents to pay their property taxes on
line has been set up. This system is
growing in popularity and provides
another online convenience. In order
to use this service, taxes must be
current. Late payers will still have to
pay their taxes in person, at the bor-
ough tax office. With this new ser-
vice, residents can also view their
taxes on line, as well. Another conve-
nience of this system is that residents
can earn points on their chosen credit
card, know that payment is immedi-
ately received and credited helping
your credit score.

If you visit the Garwood borough
website, www.garwood.org, at the
top right corner you will see where to

click to avail yourself of this service.
Please be aware, however, that there
are fees associated with this service
to pay taxes online. If paying by ACH
(Automated Clearing House) or e-
check, there is a $1.05 convenience
fee. If using a Visa personal debit/
credit card, there is a $3.95 conve-
nience fee. The fee for other debit
and credit card payments will be ap-
proximately 2.95 percent of your to-
tal bill. Fees are neither set by the
borough, or kept by the borough, but
by the credit card companies.

Also note that Borough Hall of-
fices are open extended hours on the
second and fourth Tuesdays, until 6
p.m. for your convenience.

Charles Lombardo
Mayor of Garwood

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Plerotic – Restoring or producing

anew; such as in tissue
2. Springal – An active young man
3. Fustigate – To beat with a stick or

club
4. Lentigo – A freckle or freckly con-

dition of the skin

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ROUSANT
1. A large fruit bat native to the islands

of the Pacific
2. In heraldry, designating a bird, ris-

ing as if preparing to fly
3. A coarse product from tin dressing
4. An ornamental piece of plaster work

in the center of a ceiling or panel
TROLLOP

1. An untidy or dirty woman
2. Moving in a hopping or skipping

manner
3. In mines, a troughlike drain made of

wood
4. A scallop or large mollusk

ACRISY
1. Condition in which no right judg-

ment can be formed
2. Relating to or affecting external

surfaces
3. Sharpness; eagerness
4. Disbelief in God

QUEME
1. An oak tree
2. A pustule or pimple
3. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs in the shape of a
ball

4. To please

See more letters on page 5
(carryovers next week)
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We Appeal to Community for
Support of Scholarship Fund

Thank You From The Westfield
High School Choral Department

Taxpayers Are Abused of $2 million
Yearly by Freeholders and Covanta

As a resident, I attended the February
18, 2016 Union County Freeholder meet-
ing. In this meeting the freeholders had
an ordinance for extending the operating
lease to Covanta, Inc .who runs the county
incinerator at Rahway. The incinerator is
under the purview of the UCUA (Union
County Utilities Authority which is un-
der indirect control of Union County
government.) Back in 2011 when the
county helped refinance UCUA bonds,
the UCUA took on an obligation starting
in 2013 to bring in an extra 100,000 tons
of waste from outside the county into the
incinerator to generate additional profits
for operator Covanta due to conditions
set by the refinance.

I also had attended these refinance
meetings back in 2011. Then, all parties
agreed that the extra 100,000-ton obliga-
tion self-imposed by the UCUA may be
hard to achieve. This would create a
shortfall in promised profits for Covanta
that the UCUA would have to reimburse.
It was explained as such in an economic
analysis report done in February of 2011.
Since Covanta was paying to the UCUA
lease payments of $4 million annually
the economic report acknowledged that
this shortfall, estimated to be around $2.5
million, could easily be covered by the
lease payments and the refinance would
still be sound financially.

However, despite facing this near
guarantee shortfall in tonnage of waste,
the UCUA instead agreed to distribute
$2 million annually from the lease pay-
ment over to the Union County govern-
ment for their budget. The irony is that
the county does not send county waste
directly to the incinerator so did not
deserve this “vigorish” they received.
On this I wrote a letter in 2011 to the
towns saying, if anything, the ratepayer
towns should be receiving this extra $2
million, not the county.

Right from the start of the obligation
for the 100,000 tons, the shortfall came to
fruition, that the UCUA could not get any

other entities to send the waste to our
incinerator as they promised. The UCUA
was then forced to pay $ 2.1 million/year
to Covanta for the last three years out of
their surplus to cover the shortfall. The
UCUA surplus is now exhausted.

And because the UCUA, which is un-
der directorship of ex-Union County Free-
holder Dan Sullivan, allowed in 2011 the
Freeholders to seize the $2 million/annu-
ally, the UCUA is placed under stress.
The UCUA is now forced to extend the
lease to Covanta out to year 2053 to
remove the 100,000-ton waste obligation
from the lease. I noted at yesterday’s
freeholder meeting, the year 2053 is be-
yond any of us in the room being around
and should not be done since total un-
knowns will be under this obligation.
Why doesn’t the UCUA just take back
the $2 million “vigorish” from the county?

I never got to finish the dialogue on the
UCUA extension ordinance before it was
to be voted and approved by the freehold-
ers, since the public is only allowed five
minutes to explain such an intricate net-
work of incompetence, false promises
and thievery. The lease extension left out
addressing what will happen to the
ratepayers the next 37 years, the profits
from the electricity generation from the
22-year extension, the possible major
failure of an incinerator since this type
plant with its high heat furnace and con-
veyors handling trash is wont for replace-
ment, having operated for 25 years so far
and will now have to operate for another
37 years under the lease.

But whatever I may have wanted to
say, it certainly would fall on deaf ears
since the Freeholders would have to vote
no on it and it’s the same Freeholders that
are gaining that free and extra $2 million
annually at the expense of the ratepayers.
Are they all acting in the best interests of
the public?

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Letters to the Editor
I’m writing to appeal to the Westfield

community for their assistance with the
Westfield Parent Teacher Council Schol-
arship Fund. Based on our current bal-
ance, this year it is projected that the
amount of assistance we will be able to
award our worthy recipients will be at an
all-time low. But we are a community
that believes in strong support of our
schools, and places the utmost value on
education in general. So I’m counting on
my neighbors to help our committee con-
tinue that tradition.

Established in 1957, the Westfield
Parent Teacher Council (PTC) Scholar-
ship Fund benefits graduating Westfield
High School seniors who exhibit finan-
cial need, academic perseverance and
community involvement. The fund relies
solely on the generosity of our Westfield
community for donations. At its height,
the PTC Scholarship Fund was able to
offer $33,500 in scholarships, divided
among several deserving Westfield stu-
dents. Last year, we raised a total of
$17,600. We are substantially below that
balance at this time, and the candidates
who will graduate with the class of 2016
are no less deserving than those who
came before them in more abundant fi-
nancial times.

Every year, our committee reviews
applications from many worthy Westfield
students. The process of narrowing our
pool of recipients to a manageable size
can be excruciating, as so many candi-
dates are incredibly motivated, hard-
working, academically talented and com-
munity-minded. Our criteria is primarily

based on need, and while Westfield is
considered a fairly affluent town, you’d
be surprised how many families struggle
to cover rising college costs. Our gifts
can help students choose the best school
for them, alleviating at least some of the
stress of managing the financial burden
of attending their top choice schools.

This year’s WHS graduating seniors
have been raised in a climate where an
emphasis has been put on Paying it For-
ward. One of my favorite thank you notes
we’ve received from a recent recipient
said, “I will stay focused, work hard and
give back to others as you have done for
me.” I’m confident that if we set the
example of generosity, this year’s recipi-
ents will use their impending opportuni-
ties to contribute to those who will follow
in their footsteps in the coming years.

If you missed our appeal online (via
PTObay) or in opening day paperwork,
we would like to offer you another chance
to assist in offering this scholarship. You
need not have a child in the school district
to help bring a worthy Westfield student’s
college dream within reach.

You may participate by making your
donation payable to “Westfield PTC
Scholarship” and sending it to The
Westfield PTC, 302 Elm Street, Westfield
NJ 07090 by March 15, 2016. The PTC
Scholarship Committee and the Class of
2016 will be grateful for whatever contri-
bution you are able to make. And please
help us spread the word.

Terese Guerriero, Westfield
2016 PTC Scholarship Committe

The Westfield High School Choral
Department presented A Night of Love
Songs on Friday, February 5, under the
direction of John Brzozowski, choral di-
rector. An audience of over 200 people
from the community was served coffee
and desserts while enjoying solo, duet
and group performances by over 80 mem-
bers of the WHS Choraleers, Concert
Choir and Bella Cora, with songs by
artists ranging from Adele, Dirty Heads,
George and Ira Gershwin, Marvin
Hamlisch, Elvis Presley, Lana Del Ray
and Antonio Secchi. Many audience
members went home with wonderful gift
baskets and beautiful centerpieces.

We would like to express our gratitude
to the WHS Choral Department friends
and the over 90 local businesses, whose
generous financial support and contribu-
tions made this event possible.

A Night of Love Songs was sponsored
by the Westfield Choral Parents Associa-
tion, Inc. Proceeds will be applied toward
choral performance opportunities for stu-
dents such as trips, clinics and special
events.

The WHS Choral Department would
like to invite the community to its up-
coming events to be held at the Westfield

High School: Chamber Music Night on
April 27th at 7:30 p.m.; Jazz Night on
May 14th at 5:30 p.m.; and Spring Choral
Concert on May 25th at 7:30 p.m.

We appreciate all of the contributions
from the community to make A Night of
Love Songs such a special and successful
event. Thank you for your support.

Nina O’Connell
Eliana Carvajal, Co-Chairs,

A Night of Love Songs
Westfield High School Choraleers

Concert Choir and Bella Cora

HOW WILL THE NEW ALIMONY STATUTE IMPACT YOU?  
 

WILL YOU NEED A PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENT? 
 

WILL THE COURT LISTEN TO YOUR CHILD'S 
 PREFERENCE IN DETERMINING CUSTODY? 

 
CAN COHABITATION AFFECT YOUR ALIMONY? 

 
FIND OUT. 

ATTEND OUR FREE SEMINAR 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE. 

 

The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. Gurrieri, 

Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., 

Jennifer L. Young, Esq., and Eva Uhrik, Esq. will present to the public a free seminar entitled, 

“Everything You Need To Know About Divorce” on Thursday, February 25, 2016 at 

Temple Emanu-El in Westfield, New Jersey and Saturday, February 27, 2016 at the Holiday 

Inn in Clark, New Jersey.  Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 42 years, 

and his group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal process and 

answer your questions concerning prenuptial agreements, separation, divorce, custody and 

parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court 

review of changed financial and child-related circumstances, and how the current economic climate 

and new alimony legislation will impact divorce and post-divorce matters.  
 
Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to the 

traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for significant financial 

savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay 

involved in Court proceedings. 

 

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if you are simply curious 

about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are 

already divorced, the Seminar may be of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of 

former spouses.    

 

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees 
Reservations Required (No last names needed) 

Call: (908) 272-0200 
Refreshments will be served 

   

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2016 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2016 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
756 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
908-232-6770 

www.tewnj.org 

HOLIDAY INN 
36 Valley Road 

Clark, New Jersey 07066 
732-574-0100 

www.hiclarknj.com 
 

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Right or Wrong, Grandfathered
Garwood Council Benefit Is State Law

As someone who stated the facts on the
health benefits of a grandfathered coun-
cil member, I feel compelled to write this
letter. When I ran for the Garwood Coun-
cil in 2014, I made this fact clear, without
personal attacks, at the debate at The
Pointe. I stated that If Councilman
Petruzzelli was not re-elected, the bor-
ough would save money by not having to
pay for his health benefits, as he had been
grandfathered in by the state. He was re-
elected to his third term that year and, as
always, I respect election results and state
law. What would our country be like if
we did not respect elections and laws?
The current vendetta by the renegade
Republicans against Councilman
Petruzzelli is very unnerving.

Even though many, including myself,
do not agree with the concept of elected
officials receiving health benefits through
the municipality, the issue at hand is the
law. Had I been elected with Councilman
Petruzzelli in 2014, I would not ignore
the borough attorney and the state law.
This attempt by Council members
Cuccaro, Mathieu, and Sarno sets a ter-
rible precedent. What other laws are they
willing to ignore? Let’s call it what it is —
just another political move.

During the 2014 debate, Republican
candidate Tina Simitz stated the issue
of Councilman Petruzzelli’s benefits
was a “personal” one and that is why
she did not use it during her campaign.
At a Council meeting shortly after that
election, Councilman Mathieu re-
sponded to a resident asking about the
benefits, to leave that issue alone as the
voters spoke and Mr. Petruzzelli won
that election.

At the last Council meeting, Mr.
Mathieu’s position on the benefits has
flip-flopped. Supposedly, the change of

heart comes because of the shared service
vote made by Councilman Petruzzelli. It
was the law and acceptable for Council-
man Petruzzelli to receive the benefits
then, but now the Republicans want to
mislead the public into thinking they can
rightfully take them away as though the
state law is unclear. The law is the law.
Apparently, they are retaliating against
him because of a vote.

The health care reform law is actually
very clear. if you read it. State law, Chap-
ter 2, PL 2010 states, “Any employee or
officer of a local employer or the state
who was enrolled on or before May 21,
2010, is eligible for continued coverage
based on the minimum work hour re-
quirements in place prior to May 21,
2010, provided there is no break in the
employee’s/officer’s service or reduc-
tion in work hours,” and “appointed or
elected officers who were appointed or
elected prior to May 21st do not need to
meet the 35-hour per week minimum
provided they remain in their elected or
appointed position continuously after
May 21st.”

Furthermore, the Republicans are the
only ones threatening lawsuits in
Garwood. They tried to scare the public
about a potential lawsuit following the
shared service agreement, which has not
happened. Now they are putting words in
Councilman Petruzzelli’s mouth. There
should not be any fear of lawsuits as long
as the Council is following the law and
listening to the attorney paid for by the
taxpayers. So the question is: Are they?
Or are the self-proclaimed renegades earn-
ing their title by betraying the American
principles of law and order?

Carol Kearney
Former Garwood Councilwoman

Now Is Time to Put ‘United’ Back
In The United States of America

No foreign enemy can defeat us but we
can defeat ourselves by adhering to the
current and fashionable philosophies of
negativism and cynicism! By supporting
presidential candidates who only find
fault with our beloved country! By listen-
ing to the naysayers who have nothing
nice to say about the United States of
America.

I am reminded of the line from Gilbert
and Sullivan’s “The Mikado” about “The
idiot who praises, with enthusiastic tone,
all centuries but this, and every country
but his own!”

Sure, the country has problems. But
no, not to the extent we hear voiced.

Whenever my wife and I return from a
vacation abroad we want to get down on
our hands and knees and kiss the soil. For
we see conditions in other countries -
even vaunted countries -and are so happy
to be back in the good old U.S. of A.

We should think closely about the open-
ing words of Charles Dickens’ “A Tale of
Two Cities.” “It was the best of times, it
was the worst of times.”

In other words, we should be taking
pride, great pride, in our country. Know
that for all the challenges presented, there
is so much that is done right, that is right,
and that has always been right in the
United States of America. That word
“patriotism” had best once again be a

politically correct word.
Now is the time to unite and put the

“United” back in the United States of
America.

To cast aside they who divide us. They
who foment trouble when there is none.
Who even see the glass half empty when
they should be seeing the glass half full.

Benjamin Franklin, a delegate to the
Constitutional Convention of 1787 in
Philadelphia, would look at George
Washington’s chair. Washington was the
presiding officer of the Convention.
Franklin wondered whether the sun carved
on the back of the chair was a rising sun
or a setting sun. As the delegates were
signing the United States Constitution on
September 17,1787, Franklin - he was
now 81 years old-said,  “I have often…in
the course of the session-looked at that
sun behind the President without being
able to tell whether it was rising. But now
at length I have the happiness to know it
is a rising and not a setting sun.”

And so it is! The United States of
America is a rising sun as it was at the
beginning and no amount of naysaying
or steady criticism or cynicism will alter
that fact!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield
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SWEET SOUNDS...The Silvertones players and their flutes will entertain
attendees on Sunday, March 6, during a family concert beginning at 2 p.m.
at the Fanwood Memorial Library. A related story time and “meet-the-
instruments” program for children will precede the concert at 1:30 p.m. The
library is located at 5 Forest Road.

Fanwood Library Invites
Families to Flute Concert

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Me-
morial Library will present a fun fam-
ily concert on Sunday, March 6, at 2
p.m., with the Silvertones Flute Choir,
a Maplewood-based flute ensemble.

The Silvertones will perform mu-
sic ranging from jazz to classical
to popular. Highlights will include
“The Pink Panther,” a medley from
The Sound of Music and many more
well-known pieces.

The Silvertones play music of
all genres and the pieces employ
various combinations of flutes
from the smallest piccolo to the
large contrabass flute, which is six
feet tall. This ensemble has per-
formed at concert halls, churches,
temples, schools, fundraisers and
other venues.

At 1:30 p.m., before the concert,
children and their parents are in-
vited to attend a music-themed
story time. After the story, fami-
lies will have an opportunity to
enjoy a “meet-and-greet” with the
different flutes and to ask any ques-
tions they may have.

This event is part of the library’s
First Sundays at the Fanwood Li-
brary program, sponsored by the
Friends of the Fanwood Memorial
Library. The library is located at 5
Forest Road.

For registration and to find out
more information about this or any
of the library’s other programs,
call the library at (908) 322-6400
or visi t  the Events Page at
fanwoodlibrary.org.

Westfield Historical Society
To Feature Miniature Cars

WESTFIELD — In response to the
popularity of vintage toys and models
like those featured on the PBS televi-
sion program “Antiques Roadshow,”
the Westfield Historical Society will
present its own toy show on Sunday,
March 6, between 1 and 3 p.m.

This event, entitled “Motoring
in Miniature,” will showcase a col-
lection of model cars, some as old
as 65 years. It will take place at the
Historical Society’s Reeve History
and Cultural Resource Center, lo-
cated at 314 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield.

Pre-World War II hobbyists fash-
ioned toys, from dollhouses to
model airplanes and cars, working
with wood, metal and fabrics.
Unique skills were required to
shape these materials into some-
thing recognizable. Later on, the
development of plastics and steady
improvement of molding processes
led to model “kits” of airplanes,
military vehicles, ships and cars.

The new exhibit at the Reeve
History and Cultural Resource
Center will feature car models

loaned to the Society from the col-
lection of David Rogers.  A
Westfield resident, Mr. Rogers
grew up in an automotive environ-
ment, building real engines as a
teenager followed by an engineer-
ing education and a career in the
Singer Company’s research and de-
velopment, manufacturing and
marketing management divisions.

Model-building has been a re-
curring hobby for Mr. Rogers since
about 1950 and was concurrent
with his involvement in full-size
auto restorations and hot rod build-
ing. Examples of models to be seen
at the show are cars from the clas-
sic era of the 1920s to the mid
1930s. Others fall into a category
of high-performance “muscle cars”
built in the 1950s through the
1970s. An assortment of toys and
models that pioneered model car
building also will be part of the
Historical Society’s show.

For further information about the
upcoming model cars exhibit or the
Westfield Historical Society, call
Thena Rosahl at (908) 654-1794.

Ronald McDonald Charities
Awards ECF $10K Grant

SCOTCH PLAINS – Ronald
McDonald House Charities New York
Tri-State Area has awarded $10,000
to the Emmanuel Cancer Foundation
(ECF), headquartered in Scotch Plains.
This grant benefits New Jersey chil-
dren with cancer and their families.

The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation
was founded to honor the memory of
7-year-old Emmanuel Vizzoni, who
lost his battle with Burkett’s lym-
phoma. Emmanuel’s parents, Susan
and Joseph Vizzoni, experienced the
enormous emotional and financial
hardships that families endure when a
child is diagnosed with cancer. In 1983,
two years after Emmanuel’s death, the
Vizzoni family established ECF to
assist other families experiencing the
trauma of childhood cancer.

The mission of the ECF is to pro-
vide a variety of specialized services,
at no charge, to any New Jersey family
facing the challenges of caring for a
child with cancer. This is accomplished
through professional in-home coun-
seling, advocacy on behalf of the fami-
lies, material support such as food,
clothing, toys and household items,

and emergency financial relief. ECF
has provided free assistance to nearly
2,000 families in need from its
grassroots inception to its statewide
reach today. To learn more about the
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation, visit
ECF’s website at emmanuelcancer.org,
or call (908) 322-4323.

For more than 20 years, Ronald
McDonald House Charities New York
Tri-State Area has been creating, find-
ing and supporting programs that di-
rectly improve the health and well-
being of children. Their signature pro-
grams include scholarships to help
provide access to a college education
for students who need and earn it, and
community grants to support a variety
of local children’s charities in the ar-
eas of the arts, education, medicine
and crisis intervention, as well as so-
cial and civic services. The organiza-
tion also provides needed support to
five Ronald McDonald Houses, which
serve as “homes away from home,”
allowing families to be with their hos-
pitalized children for extended peri-
ods of time. To learn more about the
organization, visit rmhcnytristate.org.

Conservancy Event to Look
At Gardening on a Budget

CRANFORD — The Hanson
Park Conservancy will welcome
Art Wolk and his presentation, en-
titled “Glorious Gardens for Pen-
nies,” on Tuesday, March 15, at
7:30 p.m., at the Cranford Com-
munity Center.

During this program, described
as educational as well as entertain-
ing, attendees will learn how to
inexpensively produce gorgeous
flower and high-yield vegetable
gardens. Mr. Wolk will go over the
basics of flower garden design and
how individuals can produce drifts
of color ideal for picture taking.

Mr. Wolk is an award-winning
writer, lecturer, photographer, and
Grand Sweepstakes winner at the
famed Philadelphia Flower Show.
He infuses his writings and lec-
tures with a combination of horti-

cultural expertise and a sharp sense
of humor. He has appeared on the
Discovery Channel, CBS, FOX and
HGTV.

In addition, Mr. Wolk has lec-
tured at Longwood Gardens, the
Boston Flower and Garden Show,
the Pennsylvania Horticultural So-
ciety, Master Gardener Symposia
in Wisconsin, Tennessee, Connecti-
cut and New Jersey and the Phila-
delphia Flower Show. He has writ-
ten two books, “Garden Lunacy: A
Growing Concern” and “Bulb
Forcing for Beginners and the Se-
riously Smitten.”

The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. This program is sponsored
by the Hanson Park Conservancy
and made available to the public by
a grant from Merck. To register for
this free event, visit the Hanson Park
Conservancy’s website,
hansonparkconservancy.com, or the
organization’s Facebook page.

Registration Dates Set
For Pool, Fitness Ctr.
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Pool and Fitness Center has revealed
the 2016 registration dates for its
Summer and Annual memberships.

Registration for residents and An-
nual Members will begin on Tues-
day, March 1. Non-residents (Sum-
mer or Winter) may register begin-
ning Friday, April 1. Open Registra-
tion (waiting list first) will begin on
Friday, April 15.

In-person registration and picture
identification extended hours will
begin March 1 at the Cranford Pool
and Fitness Center, located at 401
Centennial Avenue, Cranford. Indi-
viduals also may register online be-
ginning March 1, using their
CommunityPass account at
r eg i s t e r. communi typas s .ne t /
cranford.

If a person is not a current member,
and does not remember his or her user
name and password, they should call
registration for this information. Indi-
viduals should not set up a new account
as their identification will no longer be
valid. For more information, visit
cranford.com/pool or contact the Pool
Utility at (908) 709-7260.

Self-Defense Program
For Kids Is Offered

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that a Kid Safe Self
Defense Karate and Safety Aware-
ness program will be available in
the spring.

This program is designed to en-
hance self-esteem, self-discipline
and safety awareness. Students are
placed into classes according to
age and ability. A black belt in-
structor teaches beginning, inter-
mediate and advanced techniques
for self-defense only. Self-disci-
pline and defense, rather than ag-
gressiveness,  are promoted.
Weekly safety flyers focus on a
wide range of topics, including
stranger, fire safety and more.

Registration for the Spring ses-
sion will begin in March. Classes
will be held on Thursdays, for boys
and girls, ages 5 to 15. The cost is
$85 for a 10-week session. Regis-
tration is for Cranford residents
only and may be done in person at
the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford,  or  online at
r eg i s t e r. communi typas s .ne t /
cranford through Community Pass.
For additional information, call the
Cranford Community Center at
(908) 709-7283.

OUTDOOR ART LESSON...The Westfield Area Y’s Fours classes, located at the
Early Learning Center on Elm Street in Westfield, recently enjoyed a Jackson
Pollock art lesson that included some creative fun by using snow as their canvas.
Youngsters learned about Jackson Pollock, an influential American painter and
leading force behind the abstract expressionist movement. The results were a
beautiful array of colored snow painted by the children around the Early
Learning Center grounds. Registration presently is underway for all Westfield
Area Y Child Care Education programs for the 2016-2017 school year. For more
information, visit westfieldynj.org.

St. Michael School 5K Race
To Benefit Wounded Vets

CRANFORD — The Home School
Association of Saint Michael School
in Cranford will host a USA Track and
Field Certified 5K Race and One-
Mile “Fun Run” on Saturday, April 9.
The event will be held at Nomahegan
Park, located at 1024 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford. All are invited to par-
ticipate in this community event.

The race will benefit both The
Wounded Warrior Project and Saint
Michael School. For the 5K Race,
awards will be presented to Top Over-
all Male/Female finishers and Top
Male/Female finishers by age group.
All participants in both the One-Mile
“Fun Run” and 5K will receive dog
tags. Participants registered prior to
Friday, April 1, will receive race T-
shirts, while supplies last.

Events will start at 8:45 a.m. with

the One-Mile “Fun Run.” There is a
$15 registration fee per participant;
the price increases to $20 after Wednes-
day, April 6. The 5K Race will follow
at 9:30 a.m. There is a $30 registration
fee per participant; the price increases
to $35 after April 6. Online registra-
tion is available at: compuscore.com.

The mission of The Wounded War-
rior Project is to honor and empower
wounded veterans, and to raise aware-
ness of and enlist the public’s aid for
the needs of injured service members.
The organization provides direct pro-
grams and services to meet the needs
of wounded military members.

Saint Michael School will donate a
portion of the funds generated by this
race to The Wounded Warrior Project.
For additional information, e-mail
warriors4warriors@gmail.com.

Syrian Refugee Resettlement
To Be Focus of FCC Forum

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield,
located at 125 Elmer Street, will
host a special “Souper Sunday”
forum on Sunday, March 6, on the
Syrian refugee crisis and resettle-
ment effort. It will begin at 11:30
a.m. in the lower level of the Com-
pass Schoolhouse, at the right of the
church complex. A soup-and-salad
luncheon will be served. This event
is free and open to the public.

The featured speaker will be
Mahmoud Mahmoud, director of
Church World Service (CWS) in
Jersey City, one of nine private aid
organizations working with the
United Nations and the U.S. State
Department to assist in interna-
tional refugee resettlement. Since
April 2015, CWS has helped 150
refugees from Columbia, Cuba,
Ethiopia, Pakistan and Syria start
new lives in the New York metro-
politan area.

“We are excited to have Church
World Service come and share their
deep understanding of the realities
faced by the victims of this crisis,
as well as discover how we can
contribute to their efforts in this
area,” said the Reverend Dr. Mark
Boyea. FCC senior minister.

“The crisis in Syria is another
reminder of the suffering and des-

peration caused by civil and re-
gional war. In response to that suf-
fering, our faith, as well as the
moral principles our nation has
always claimed to stand for, call us
to do what we can to help. Our
church community responded to
that call by leading an interfaith
resettlement effort in Westfield for
refugees from Kosovo in 1999 and
Iraq in 2008 and we look to carry
on that heritage once again.”

As CWS prepares for a new wave
of Syrian refugees, Mr. Mahmoud
will discuss the many ways that
volunteers can assist in the resettle-
ment effort, from coordinating
food, clothing and furniture dona-
tion drives to providing literacy
training and mentorship.

Founded in 1946, Church World
Service is an ecumenical humanitar-
ian aid organization providing inter-
national relief and recovery efforts.
The United Church of Christ, of
which First Congregational is a mem-
ber, has been a partner since 1957.
For additional information on CWS,
visit cwsglobal.org.

To register for the “Souper Sun-
day” event, contact the church of-
fice at  (908) 233-2494 or
uccfcc@verizon.net. For more in-
formation on First Congregational
Church, visit fccofwestfield.org.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS AND TRUSTS.
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

201 SOUTH AVE
WESTFIELD

654-8885

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

DIVORCE LAW

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

REAL ESTATE

TUTORS RECOGNIZED...Literacy New Jersey Union County has expressed
congratulations to its newest graduates. The recently certified tutors spent more
than 12 hours learning techniques to use while teaching adults in Union County
to read, write and speak English. Anyone interested in becoming a tutor is invited
to visit the website literacynj.org or to call (908) 486-1777.

All Are Welcome to Join
Needle Nite at Church

FANWOOD — Area residents are
invited to come to the monthly
Needle Nite program at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church to see what is
going on and to join the group.
Needle Nite participants make many
items for charities.

During the group’s January meet-
ing, 40 quilts were ready to be dis-
played at the Harvest Quilters Show
that will take place on Saturday,
April 2, at the Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church in Scotch Plains.

Additionally collected were sev-
eral crocheted afghans, knit sweat-
ers and hats and booties for new-
borns and hats and scarves for the
Seafarers on cargo ships.

Nancy Bassman, Needle Nite co-

chairwoman, demonstrated the new
pattern for 2016 named “9 Patchtastic,”
a variation of the classic “9 Patch.”

The next Needle Nite session at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church will
be on Friday, March 4, at 7:30 p.m.,
in Westminster Hall on Marian Av-
enue. The April Needle Nite event is
now scheduled for the second Friday,
April 8. All are welcome.

If fabric, batting or yarn is needed,
Needle Niters may e-mail their re-
quests to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891; e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org or check the
church website, fanwoodpc.org.
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     In 1997, Congress mandated that up to 
-

home would be tax-free  if you owned and lived 
-

ing up to the sale. At the time, it seemed that 
few people would ever have to worry about 

sale of their homes. However, that was before 
there was an enormous run-up in the value of 

be sure to establish as high a “tax basis” as

     Understanding the best way to address any 
-

portant. We will walk you step by step through 
your transaction. As members of the Multiple 
Listing Service®, we have access to the most 
up-to-date information regarding real estate in 
your desired community. Contact us today to 

exceed your expectations.
HINT: “Tax basis” is basically what you paid for 
your home, plus the cost of improvements such 
as building an addition.

Presented by 

Lorena Barbosa, Broker/Owner

Talks Real EstateLORENA

David Realty Group

Please visit our website and Facebook for more information and listings at: 

www.davidrealtygroup.com 

&  

MAXIMIZING PROFIT

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

E.B.

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

E.B.

Prayer to St. Jude
Holy Apostle and Martyr, great

in virtue, rich in miracles, near
kinsman of Jesus Christ and faith-
ful intercessor of all who invoke
your special patronage in time of
need, to you I have recourse from
the depths of my heart and humbly
ask you, to whom God has given
such great power, to help me in my
present and urgent petition. In re-
turn I promise to make your name
known and cause you to be in-
voked.  Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and three Glory
Be’s for nine consecutive days.
This prayer has never been known
to fail.  Publication must be prom-
ised. St. Jude, Patron Saint of the
Impossible, pray for us. Amen.

E.B.

Fanwood Presby. Highlights
Lenten, Holy Week Events

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church, located at 74 S.
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, welcomes
all to this Lenten season as the faith-
ful remember the journey of Jesus
and the disciples to Jerusalem.

Lenten “Soup and Devotions” are
being held on Wednesdays through
March 16, starting at 6:30 p.m., with a
soup, salad and bread meal in the
dining room. Participants will watch
the Passion and Easter components of
the mini-series “Jesus of Nazareth,”
along with excerpts from the new fea-
ture film Risen. Small group discus-
sions will follow, and each evening
will conclude at or before 8 p.m. The
public also is welcome to join congre-
gation members on a trip to the theater
to watch Risen, which is expected to
take place on Saturday, February 27.

Sunday worship throughout Lent
will be filled with sacred music at
both the traditional 9:30 a.m. ser-
vice and the contemporary 11:15
a.m. service through March 13. The
Reverend David Jahnke’s sermon
series on the Joyful Jubilee of God’s
Mercy continues.

A children’s Palm/Passion Sunday
pageant will be presented on Sunday,
March 20, during a combined 10:30
a.m. service in the sanctuary. All chil-
dren ages 6 to 14 are welcome to
participate in this remembrance of
Jesus’ last week. Rehearsals began
February 24 and will take place on
Wednesdays between 5 and 6 p.m.

Holy Week morning devotionals
lasting approximately 20 minutes will
be held at 8 a.m. Monday through
Wednesday, March 21 to 23. At 7:30
p.m. on both Maundy Thursday,

March 24, and Good Friday, March
25, the church will present in word
and music the Passover, Jesus’ Last
Supper, his trial and death.

On Easter Sunday, March 27, the
resurrection will be celebrated at
another combined service, with com-
munion and brass ensemble, at 10:30
a.m.

For more information or directions
to the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
call the church office at (908) 889-
8891, e-mail admin@fanwoodpc.org
or check the website fanwoodpc.org.

GROWING IN FAITH...The Willow Grove Presbyterian Church will hold an
Open House program for families on Sunday, March 6, after the 10 a.m. worship
service. Children and youth of the church lead worship, grow in faith, serve others
and enjoy fun family activities. Willow Grove Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains.

Willow Grove Church Plans
Open House For Families

SCOTCH PLAINS — Families
are invited to an Open House event
at the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church on Sunday, March 6, fol-
lowing the 10 a.m. worship service.

Children are encouraged to come
to worship and classes for all ages,
including nursery care for babies
and toddlers. After worship and
classes, children and teenagers are
welcome to come to the open house
at 11:15 a.m. Snacks will be served.

The Open House will last 30 min-
utes, covering what Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church has to offer par-
ents and children. Programs and
groups include family social gather-
ings, intergenerational lunches and
dinners, Men’s Night Out, Women’s
Sister Circle, book groups, Bible stud-
ies, Outdoor Adventures group, com-
munity service projects, youth group,
and family game and movie nights.

Handouts with table graces, ba-
sic Bible verses, bedtime prayers,
activity sheets and simple ways for
families to celebrate Lent and Eas-
ter will be available to take home.

Parents are welcome to talk with
the Reverend Cynthia Cochran-
Carney, pastor of Willow Grove
Church, about questions regarding
faith, the Bible, baptism, Presbyte-
rian beliefs, death of a family mem-
ber or pet, and any other topic.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church (PCUSA) is a Christian
community committed to engaging
worship, spiritual growth for all

ages, welcoming hospitality, and
service to neighbors near and far.
The church is located at 1961
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, across
from the south-side firehouse and
soccer field. For more information
about church programs and minis-
tries, visit willowgrovechurch.org
or the church’s Facebook page.

Moving Meditation
To Be Held at FCC

WESTFIELD — Moving Medita-
tion (Qigong) will be offered on
Monday evenings, March 7, 14 and
21, from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m., at the First
Congregational Church, located at
125 Elmer Street, Westfield.

Qigong is an ancient Asian prac-
tice of slow, relaxed movement with
the goals of promoting inner peace
and enhancing wellness. Laura
Berzofsky, a certified Integral Tai Chi
and Qigong instructor, will lead the
classes. The classes are described as
perfect for beginners. There is a sug-
gested donation $15 of $20.

These classes are a fundraiser for
Heifer International, a non-profit,
humanitarian organization dedicated
to ending world hunger. All are wel-
come. For more information, call
Laura Berzofsky at (908) 232-0169.

Trinity Collecting Items For
Seamen’s Church Institute

CRANFORD — The Trinity
Episcopal Church, located at 119
Forest Avenue, Cranford, is col-
lecting items for the Seamen’s
Church Institute (SCI) at Port New-
ark through Sunday, March 6.

The church is seeking donations
of trial-size shampoo, two- to four-
ounce bottles of hand lotion, lip
balm, soft packs of facial tissue,
packs of chewing gum, microwave
popcorn, and the fronts of old
Christmas cards.

“These items will be given to the
merchant mariners who spend
months at sea at a time aboard
cargo freighters delivering cargo
around the world,” said Marion
Nechuta, Trinity Outreach chair-
person. Further information is
available by calling the church at
(908) 276-4047.

The SCI, founded in 1834 and
affiliated with the Episcopal
Church, is the largest mariners’
support agency in North America.
It provides professional mariners
with specially-tailored education,
free legal advocacy for mariner
welfare, and pastoral care. It oper-
ates Seafarer Centers in Port New-
ark, the Port of Oakland, Houston,
Tex., and Paducah, Ky. SCI chap-
lains visit more than 2,400 vessels
a year. The Seafarer Centers pro-
vide mariners and port workers
with Internet access and personal
computers, international calling
and inexpensive phone cards, rec-
reational activities, worship and
pastoral care regardless of their
religious affiliation, and free
shuttles from terminal gates to the
center and local stores. For more
information about the Seamen’s
Church Inst i tute,  visi t
seamenschurch.org/ or call (973)
589-5828.

The Trinity Episcopal Church is
a family church that has been serv-
ing Cranford area families since
1872. Sunday services are at 8 a.m.
and 10 a.m. For more information
about Trinity, call (908) 276-4047
or visit trinitycranford.org/.

Area Temple to Host
Wine-and-Cheese

SPRINGFIELD — As part of its
celebration of Purim, Temple Sha’arey
Shalom invites anyone interested in
learning about the congregation to a
wine-and-cheese party on Saturday,
March 19, at 7 p.m. It will take place
at the temple, located at 78 South
Springfield Avenue, Springfield.

Temple Sha’arey Shalom is a mid-
size Reform congregation affiliated
with the Union for Reform Judaism
(URJ). It serves Springfield and sur-
rounding towns in Union, Essex and
Somerset counties. The synagogue
welcomes children, young adults,
singles, senior citizens and families.

Shabbat services are creative and
varied, and the temple offers a wide
array of educational, informational
and social programs and entertain-
ment.

Some members of the congrega-
tion will be on hand at the wine-and-
cheese event to answer questions.
Babysitting will be available as well.

There is no charge to attend but
interested persons are asked to con-
tact the temple in advance so the
event can be planned correctly. Those
wishing to attend are asked to send an
e-mail to alypeace@yahoo.com or
abgabgran@gmail.com by Saturday,
March 5. For more information, call
the temple office at (973) 379-5387.

Hadassah to Hear Talk
On Jewish Gangsters
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Chapter of Hadassah will host lec-
turer, journalist and critic Edith
Sobel at its meeting on Monday,
March 14, at noon, in Greiffer Sacks
Hall at Temple Emanu-El. The
temple is located at 756 East Broad
Street, Westfield.

Ms. Sobel’s talk is entitled “Jew-
ish Gangsters: But They Were Good
to their Mothers.” She will high-
light notorious gangsters who
started out in organized crime but
eventually supported the new State
of Israel and were considered he-
roes to the local Jewish communi-
ties. The public is welcome to at-
tend. Dessert, coffee and tea will be
served. For more information, call
(908) 654-5508.

Owen Brand 
Mortgage Loan Officer 

Phone: 908.285.6292 
Email: owen.brand@capitalone.com 
NMLS# 222999
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© 2016 Capital One. Capital One is a federally registered service mark. All rights reserved. Refinancing to pay off existing debt may extend  
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Call Phil: 908-246-9448
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Handyman
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Mr. Reliable

Registration Underway For
NAMI Families Program

AREA — The Union County
Chapter of NAMI (National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness) will present
its Family-to-Family Education
Program beginning on Thursday,
March 10. This course will meet
from 7 to 9:30 p.m. on Thursday
evenings, over a consecutive, 12-
week period, ending May 26. It is
free of charge, with all necessary
materials furnished at no cost.

This program is offered specifi-
cally to the parents, siblings, spouses,
teenage and adult children, and sig-
nificant others of individuals with
severe and persistent mental illness.
In a confidential setting, loved ones
will learn how to understand and
support their ill relative while main-
taining their own well-being. This
program is not appropriate for indi-
viduals who, themselves, suffer from
one of the major mental disorders.

The course is taught by NAMI mem-
bers who have completed intensive
training. Curriculum topics include

schizophrenia, bipolar disorder (manic
depression), clinical depression, panic
disorder, obsessive-compulsive disor-
der and other conditions; the clinical
treatment of these illnesses and how
caregivers can learn to cope more ef-
fectively. Attendees will learn about
the biology of the brain; new research;
medications; skills needed to success-
fully communicate with a relative and
how to deal with critical periods. Other
topics include advocacy, fighting
stigma and problem-solving.

Classes will meet at St. Agnes
Roman Catholic Church, located at
332 Madison Hill Road, Clark. Reg-
istration is required prior to the be-
ginning of the course. To register,
call (908) 233-1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com. If e-
mailing, state in the subject line F2F
class. Refreshments will be served.

Library Friends Offer
Paradiso Scholarship
CRANFORD — The Friends of

the Cranford Public Library are of-
fering the Gerard Paradiso Scholar-
ship to a Cranford resident who cur-
rently is pursuing or intends to pur-
sue a graduate degree in library infor-
mation science or media specialist.

Named in honor of former Friends
of the Library President Gerard
Paradiso, the scholarship is worth
$1,000. The award is not based on
need. The candidate must furnish proof
of acceptance to an accredited univer-
sity, a letter of reference, and an essay.

Applications will be available at
the Cranford Public Library refer-
ence desk, located at 224 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford, beginning Tues-
day, March 1. Completed applica-
tions should be returned to: The
Friends of the Cranford Public Li-
brary, P.O. Box 400, Cranford, N.J.
07016. The deadline to apply is Mon-
day, May 2, 2016.

Deutscher Club Posts
Blood Drive March 5
CLARK — The Deutscher Club

of Clark, located at 787 Featherbed
Lane, will host its Spring Blood
Drive on Saturday, March 5. It will
take place between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m.
in the main ballroom of the club.

The Community Blood Center
(CBC) will again be the collection
agency servicing the blood drive.
The CBC collects blood for many
major local hospitals from the Jer-
sey shore through Middlesex,
Union, Essex and Bergen Counties.

The CBC will have a full collection
crew to help move donors through
the system. They also will bring the
Haemonetics systems that will col-
lect two pints of Double Red Blood
for those who are regular donors.
Those systems will return all other
components to donors’ system.

All blood donors must have iden-
tification, must weigh at least 110
pounds, and are advised to eat a
meal prior to donating.

Those ages 16 and 17 must have
a parent’s consent form provided
by the CBC in order to donate
blood. To receive the form, call
(201) 444-3900. All donors over
age 75 must present a doctor’s note
stating they can donate.

Knights Schedule
St. Patty’s Dinner

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold a St.
Patty’s Dinner with entertainment at
their Council Hall on Sunday, March
20, from 4 to 8 p.m. The dinner will
include corned beef, cabbage and
potatoes, bread, salad, dessert and
coffee. A cash bar will be available.
Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for
children under the age of 12. Chicken
nugget dinners also will be available
for children. The ticket purchase dead-
line is Thursday, March 10.

Tickets can be purchased weekdays
after 4 p.m. at the Columbian Club of
Garwood building, located at 37 South
Avenue, Garwood, opposite the former
PathMark store. Parking is available
behind the building off Willow Av-
enue (turn at Marty Shoes). Visitors
are asked to use the side-door en-
trance. On weekends, first call (908)
789-9809. For information, call The
Knights at (908) 789-9809 after 4
p.m., or Dennis at (908) 247-5389.
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– Obituaries –
Eileen M. Benninger Petzinger, Had

Worked at The Westfield Leader
Eileen M. Petzinger (née

Benninger) of the Holiday City Ber-
keley section of Berkeley Township,
Toms River, died on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 9, at Community Medical Center
in Toms River, N.J.

Born in Westfield, she graduated
Westfield High School in 1948.
Eileen’s first job after graduation was
with The Westfield Leader, then oper-
ated by Walter Lee.

She also worked for Stern’s and
Steinbach’s Department Stores in
Plainfield before moving to Holi-
day City.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Louis Petzinger, in 2014. She

is survived by her sons, Louis (Kim)
of Manville, N.J. and Thomas (Linda)
of Colorado, and daughter, Nancy
Dunn (Tim) of Nazareth, Pa.; six
grandchildren and one great-grand-
child, and her two sisters, Joyce (Ri-
chard) Pasquarella and Dorothy (Rob-
ert) Tietsworth.

Eileen was the daughter of the late
Westfield Police Lt. August
Benninger and his wife, Dorothy,
longtime residents of Westfield.

Cremation was private at Horizon
Funeral and Cremation Services in
Toms River, N.J.

February 25, 2016

Anna Urciuoli, 103, Devoted Parishioner;
Was Lifelong Resident of Westfield

Anna Urciuoli, 103, a lifelong resi-
dent of Westfield, died on Tuesday,
February 16, 2016, peacefully at the
Westfield Center Genesis.

Anna was born in Westfield in 1912,
the same year the Titanic sank,
Fenway Park opened, two years be-
fore World War I, and eight years
before women were allowed to vote.

Anna worked as a seamstress for
many years and retired in the 1970s.
From there after, she volunteered at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church of Westfield. Anna attended
mass each and every morning, and
became active in the Holy Rosary

Society and Choir. She continued to
work and volunteer at Holy Trinity,
well into her 90s, many times walk-
ing the mile each way to and from
church.

Anna is predeceased by her two
sisters, Carmela Ventimiglia and
Josephine Hannis, and her brother,
Dominick. She is survived by her two
sisters, Lisa Ferry and Helen
Appezzato; her brother, Anthony, and
many nieces and nephews.

Services were handled by the Rossi
Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield Av-
enue, Scotch Plains.

February 25, 2016

Free Divorce Seminar To
Include Info. on Alimony

AREA — The law firm of Dughi,
Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. has an-
nounced that Senior Partner, Mario
C. Gurrieri, Esq., chair of its Fam-
ily Law Department; Richard A.
Outhwaite,  Esq. ,  Krist in M.
Capalbo, Esq., Jennifer L. Young,
Esq., and Eva Uhrik, Esq., will
once again present to the public a
free seminar entitled “Everything
You Need To Know About Divorce”
on Thursday, February 25, from 7
to 9 p.m., at Temple Emanu-El in

Mary M. ‘Molly’ Banta, 59, Teacher;
Active In Plainfield Historical Society
Mary Margaret “Molly” Banta, 59,

of Plainfield, N.J. died after a coura-
geous battle with cancer on Sunday,
February 21, 2016. She was sur-
rounded by her family and dear friends.

Molly was born September 17,
1956 in Plainfield and was raised in
Westfield. She was educated in the
Westfield public schools. Molly was
a synchronized swimmer who com-
peted in regional and national com-
petitions for the Westfield Y. She
was graduated from Westfield High
School in 1974.

Molly began a lifelong love of his-
tory at Westfield High and earned her
bachelor’s degree in history from
Goucher College in 1978. She later
earned a master’s degree in history
from University College Dublin, in
Dublin, Ireland. She taught history
and social studies at Plainfield High
School and at the Plainfield Acad-
emy for the Arts and Advanced Stud-
ies for 22 years. Molly’s grandfather,
Henry Banta, was a respected history
teacher and administrator at Plainfield
High School and served as an inspi-

ration for her career.
She also was an active member of

the Historical Society of Plainfield.
Molly was predeceased by her par-

ents, Mary Elizabeth Fitzpatrick
Banta and Henry Hyde Banta, Jr. of
Westfield, N.J. She is survived by her
brothers, Henry H. Banta, III (Lori)
of Clark, N.J., Cornelius F. Banta
(Nancy Lynn) of Westfield, N.J., Jo-
seph E. Banta (Nancy) of Hudson,
Mass. and Christopher M. Banta of
Westfield, N.J. She also is survived
by 10 nieces and nephews.

A Funeral Mass will be offered on
Saturday, February 27, at 9:30 a.m.,
at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. A wake will be
held on Friday, February 26, from 4
to 8 p.m., at Dooley Colonial Fu-
neral Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, it is Molly’s wish
that a donation be made in her name
to the Center for Hope Hospice in
Scotch Plains or to the Historical
Society of Plainfield.

February 25, 2016

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000195

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-036399-13

Plaintiff: OCWEN LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: YVROSE THERMITUS, DELANDE

THOMPSON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/26/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eight Thousand Twenty-Three and 69/100***
$408,023.69.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLANS in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 177 VICTOR STREET,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 6, BLOCK 4802
Dimensions of Lot: 0.165 AC
Nearest Cross Street: MOUNTAIN AVENUE
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Twenty-Two

Thousand Five Hundred Forty-Nine and 55/100***
$422,549.55 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
UDREN LAW OFFICES, P.C.
111 WOODCREST ROAD
WOODCREST CORPORATE CENTER
SUITE 200
CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY 08003
(856) 669-5400
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $157.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000296

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-034339-13

Plaintiff: ONEWEST BANK, FSB
VS.
Defendant: SYLVIA OLIVER; MR. OLIVER,

HUSBAND OF SYLVIA OLIVER; OVERLOOK
HOSPITAL; CITIFINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
N/K/A ONE MAIN FINANCIAL

Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 11/04/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Four Thousand Three Hundred Forty-Six
and 85/100*** $384,346.85.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1767
Mountain Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.

TAX LOT # 12 fka 14, BLOCK# 705 fka 13
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 54 X 130
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Haven Avenue
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Four Thousand

One Hundred Twenty-Two and 97/100***
$404,122.97 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $169.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000301

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-038187-13

Plaintiff: BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: JENNIFER GRAMBOR;

SUNTRUST MORTGAGE, INC; PERCY A
JARVIS, Jr; JOHN LARKIN, HIS/HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; BENEFICIAL NEW JERSEY INC.
D/B/A BENEFICIAL MORTGAGE CO.; ELIZA-
BETH SURGICAL GROUP LLC; VANZ, LLC-
APR10-SERIES01;

Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 06/29/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty-One Thousand Sixty-Three and 74/100***
$431,063.74.

THE PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED
IN: The Municipality of Fanwood, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 58 Glenwood
Road.

TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 72, LOT: 21.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 109.78 feet x 65.01

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Northeasterly

sideline of Rainier Road.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Forty-Five Thou-

sand Seven Hundred Forty and 48/100***
$445,740.48 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000155

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-018821-12

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE RELATING TO CHEVY
CHASE FUNDING LLC MORTGAGE BACKED
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2006-2

VS.
Defendant: MELINDA SCARLETT PERSAUD

AND DWARKA PERSAUD, WIFE AND HUS-
BAND; MNION CENTER NATIONAL BANK A/K/
A UNION CENTER NATIONAL BANK; MID-
LAND FUNDING, LLC; FINANCIAL RE-
SOURCES FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Sale Date: 03/09/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/20/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Three Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-One and
10/100*** $703,751.10.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 66
North Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

TAX LOT # 10, BLOCK # 51
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 100 X 157
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Fancy Avenue
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Twenty-One

Thousand Two Hundred Nine and 35/100***
$721,209.35 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 02/11, 02/18, 02/25
& 03/03/16 Fee: $179.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000139

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-14212-09

Plaintiff: NATIONAL CITY MORTGAGE CO.,
A SUBSIDIARY OF NATIONAL CITY BANK OF
INDIANA

VS.
Defendant: JOSE MALDONADO; CARMEN

BINGLE
Sale Date: 03/09/2016
Writ of Execution: 02/04/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Twenty-Six Thousand Four Hundred Ninety-
Three and 11/100*** $726,493.11.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of SCOTCH PLAINS, in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2090 WEST BROAD
STREET, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076

Tax Lot No. 11, in Block No. 10101.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately) 152 feet

wide by 261 feet long (IRREGULAR).
Nearest Cross Street: MARTINE AVENUE.
Please include the following exceptions in the

sale notice:
A. 4TH QTR TAXES OPEN $3,174.31 (OPEN

PLUS INTEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 11/
01/2015)

B. OPEN SEWER $129.69 (OPEN PLUS IN-
TEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 12/31/2015)

D. SUBJECT TO PRIOR MORTGAGES AND
JUDGMENTS (IF ANY).

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Sixty-Four
Thousand Three Hundred Thirty-Five and 60/
100*** $764,335.60 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.
1455 BROAD STREET
BLOOMFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07003
(973) 473-3000
4 T - 02/11, 02/18, 02/25
& 03/03/16 Fee: $204.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000304

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012900-13

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: HECTOR COLON; LEA COLON;

JESSICA SIERRA
Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/23/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Forty-Four Thousand Seventy-Four and 26/
100*** $444,074.26.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1701 RARITAN
ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076-
2935.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 23, BLOCK 12302 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 39.27 FEET X 97.00 FEET X
211.28 FEET X 240.77 FEET X 289.18 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: Manitou Way
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Fifty-Nine Thou-

sand Six Hundred Eighty-Nine and 63/100***
$459,689.63 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000381

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-0044796-14

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE OF THE
RESIDENTIAL ASSET SECURITIZATION
TRUST 2006-A4, MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-D
UNDER THE POOLING AND SERVICING
AGREEMENT DATED MARCH 1,2006

VS.
Defendant: SUSAN M. MACKAY; MR.

MACKAY, HUSBAND OF SUSAN N. MACKAY;
MICHAEL W. MACKAY; MORTGAGE ELEC-
TRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC AS
NOMINEE FOR QUICKEN LOANS INC., ITS
SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS

Sale Date: 03/23/2016
Writ of Execution: 11/20/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Thirty-
Eight Thousand One Hundred Thirty-Four and
27/100*** $638,134.27.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 223 SCOTCH
PLAINS AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090-4437

BEING KNOWN as LOT 26, BLOCK 2813
FKA 745 on the official Tax Map of the TOWN of
WESTFIELD.

Dimensions: 132.11 FEET X 51.00 FEET X
130.00 FEET X 51.00 FT.

Nearest Cross Street: FIRST STREET
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Eighty-Three

Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-Two and 70/
100*** $683,582.70 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 02/25, 03/03, 03/10
& 03/17/16 Fee: $222.36

Westfield to Be Among Sites
For ‘Project Medicine Drop’
WESTFIELD — Members of the

public are invited to take part in
Project Medicine Drop in support of
Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness
Month.

Residents can drop off any unused
prescription medications anony-
mously and with no questions asked
on Saturday, March 5, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., in drop boxes located at the
police departments in the Town of
Westfield in Union County, the Bor-
ough of Fair Haven in Monmouth
County, and the Borough of
Westwood in Bergen County.

This event is sponsored by the Jun-
ior Leagues of New Jersey State Pub-
lic Affairs Committee in an effort to
raise awareness and provide further
information and resources on the
nationwide epidemic of opiate and

heroin abuse that is often fueled by
the abuse of prescription painkillers.

Through the Project Medicine Drop
initiative, the State Division of Con-
sumer Affairs installs secure “pre-
scription drug drop boxes” at police
departments, sheriff’s offices and
State Police barracks across New Jer-
sey, allowing citizens to safely dis-
pose of their unused, excess or ex-
pired prescription medications in an
effort to prevent the abuse of these
drugs. This initiative also protects
New Jersey’s environment by keep-
ing these drugs out of landfills and
out of the water supply.

More information about Project
Medicine Drop, including the full list
of Project Medicine Drop locations,
can be found at
NJConsumerAffairs.gov/meddrop.

Lois B. Demo, 92, Was Instrumental In
Creating Westfield School Libraries

Lois B. Demo, 92, formerly of
Westfield, N.J. and Ormond Beach,
Fla., died on Sunday, January 17,
2016, in Alexandria, Va., where she
was residing.

A long-time resident of Westfield,
she is largely responsible for the ex-
istence of school libraries within the
Westfield school system. In 1959-
1960, she negotiated for a loan of
books from Trenton for Westfield’s
first school library in Franklin School.
With a colleague and a corps of vol-
unteers, she next created a library in
the Elm Street annex and worked
with other schools to organize in-
school libraries.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Vincent A. Demo, in 2002, and
she is survived by her daughter,

Suzanne Arden; her son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Peter and Frances Demo;
three grandsons and their wives, and
four great-grandchildren.

A private memorial service will be
held.

February 25, 2016

Carol Compton, 80, Lived In Westfield;
Worked at Jolly Trolley For 30 Years

Carol A. Compton, a lifelong
resident of Westfield be-
fore moving to Hawaii in
2003, passed away peace-
fully on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 16, 2016, at home.

Carol worked at the
Jolly Trolley restaurant in
Westfield for 30 years be-
fore retiring and then
moving to Hawaii.

Surviving are her chil-
dren, Kim and her hus-

band,  Tom Stevenson,  of
Flemington, N.J.; John
O’Donnell and her only
grandchild, Sydney, of
Pittstown, N.J.; Erin and
her husband, Robert Lee,
of Kailua, Hawaii; and
Nancy and her husband,
Ray DiCrecchio,  of
Hamilton, N.J.

Private services will be
held at a later date.

February 25, 2016

Carol  Compton

Westfield, and Saturday, February
27, from 1 to 3 p.m., at the Holiday
Inn Hotel in Clark.

Mr. Gurrieri, who has practiced
in matrimonial law for over 42
years, and his group of other well-
experienced attorneys will review
the law, explain the legal process
and answer attendees’ questions
concerning prenuptial agreements,
separation, divorce, cohabitation,
custody and parenting time, divi-
sion of assets, alimony, child sup-
port, domestic violence, post-di-
vorce Court review of changed fi-
nancial and child-related circum-
stances, and how the current eco-
nomic climate and new alimony
legislation will impact divorce and
post-divorce matters.

Mr. Gurrieri also will speak on
“Divorce Mediation,” an alterna-
tive to the traditional contested pro-
ceeding. Divorce Mediation offers
the potential for significant finan-
cial savings, while assuring that
parties’ rights are fully protected
by avoiding the expense, stress,
and delay involved in Court pro-
ceedings.

This free seminar is designed for
anyone experiencing marital diffi-
culties and contemplating divorce,
or curious about rights in a separa-
tion or divorce.

For those already divorced, the
law firm’s seminar may be of value
in explaining post-divorce rights
and obligations of former spouses.

While the seminar is free, a reser-
vation is required (no last names
needed). Individuals should call
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski at (908)
272-0200 to make reservations and
indicate which date they will attend.
Refreshments will be served.

For directions, go to tewnj.org for
Temple Emanu-El or hiclarknj.com
for the Holiday Inn Hotel.

Black History Month Event
Sunday to Feature Readings

KENILWORTH — A selection of
inspiring African-American read-
ings will highlight the Kenilworth
Historical Society’s Black History
Month Celebration this Sunday, Feb-
ruary 28. The public is invited to
attend the event, which will take
place at the newly-restored Oswald
J. Nitschke House, located at 49
South 21st Street, Kenilworth.

The celebration, which is appro-

priate for all age groups, will begin at
1:30 p.m. Refreshments will be
served. Admission is free, but ad-
vance registration is requested. To
register, call (908) 709-0434.

The event will feature an African-
American “Read-In” conducted by
local David Brearley Middle School
and High School students, who will
present a selection of poetry by vari-
ous black authors. Members of the
community, including multiple lo-
cal churches, also will participate in
the Read-In.

Attendees also will have the oppor-
tunity to view “New Orange: A College
Town,” the second in a series of planned
exhibitions highlighting Upsala Col-
lege from 1898 to 1924, when the
college was located in New Orange,
later renamed Kenilworth. Upsala was
the first college in New Jersey to admit
women and the first Lutheran college
to admit black students.

Additionally on display will be an
exhibition of original prints that were
created by South African artists who
participated in an art exchange pro-
gram with students from David
Brearley Middle and High School
under the direction of local art in-
structor Janice Marsili.

The overall Black History Month
Celebration at the Nitschke House is
being sponsored in part by the
Kenilworth Education Association. For
more information, call (908) 709-0434
or visit kenilworthhistoricalsociety.org.

F-SP Service League
Begins Sales Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS — The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1741
East Second Street, Scotch Plains,
will mark the end-of-winter season
with special closeout sales beginning
this Saturday, February 27, with a
one-day “Dollar Sale.”

Merchandise originally priced be-
tween $2 and $10 will sell for $1;
merchandise originally priced over
$10 will be $3. All other merchandise
will sell for half off the original price.

From Tuesday, March 1, through
Saturday, March 5, the shop will hold
bag sales where customers will pay
just $5 to fill a brown grocery bag
with as many items as they can fit to
the brim. On Tuesday, March 8, the
shop will open for spring with new
and gently-used merchandise.

In addition, the League will cel-
ebrate March as “Youth Art Month.”
Store windows will display artwork
by many area students. The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Service League is an
all-volunteer, non-profit organization
that has served the community since
1974 through the operation of its
thrift shop in Scotch Plains.

DOVER, Del. – Abigail Goldring
of Westfield, an Honors Political
Science major and Political Com-
munication minor, has been selected
as a 2016 Legislative Fellow by the
Institute for Public Administration
at the University of Delaware.

Ms. Goldring is serving with the
House Majority Caucus in Dover
for the current legislative session.
The daughter of Laurie Woog and
Jay Goldring of Westfield, Ms.
Goldring is the executive producer
of “49 News” at the University of
Delaware Student Television Net-
work. She also has served as a
teaching assistant for “National
Agenda: Race in America,” and a
research assistant in the Depart-
ment of Communication.

Ms. Goldring presented her re-
search on the relationship among
psychology, ideology and humor
structure at the American Political
Science Association’s 2015 con-
ference in  San Francisco, under
the supervision of Prof. Dannagal
G. Young.

In addition, Ms. Goldring com-
pleted internships at “Good Morn-
ing America” and the office of
Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ), both
in Washington, D.C.  She is the
recipient of the Adi Patel Memo-
rial Scholarship from the Depart-
ment of Communication and ex-
pects to graduate with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in May 2016.

Westfielder Named
Legislative Fellow

Probitas Verus Honos

In Loving Remembrance of
Dave

It was three months ago, just
shy of February 27,

And he would have been
turning the age of 47.

But suddenly, but peacefully
he departed,

Leaving us indescribably
brokenhearted.

Now just a Mother and
Father longing for their only

son,
And a Sister missing her

brother – it was her only one.

Leaving behind one Nephew
and two Nieces,

With young hearts, but in
broken pieces.

We all know he’s resting
peacefully with no worries

or pain,
Where a new, resurrected life
awaits him… Life’s greatest

gain!
~ Renee Payami
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Coastal Carolina University
Announces Dean's List

Local Residents Named to
Univ. of Scranton Dean's List

 Community Participates in
School Strategic Planning

KIND KIDS...The Great Kindness Challenge is one school week devoted to
performing as many acts of kindness as possible. Small acts of kindness can make
a big difference. That’s the message behind the "Great Kindness Challenge,
which took place from Jan. 25-29, 2016. This awesome idea came from  Kids for
Peace, a global non-profit organization. As part of the Great Kindness Challenge,
students at Lincoln School  in Garwood performed random acts of kindness.
Pictured here are Lincoln School students who helped to put up a "Bucket Filler"
display based on the Character Education book entitled, Have You Filled a
Bucket Today?- A Guide to Daily Happiness for Kids"

GETTING CULTURE...Upper School students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison enjoyed the opportunity to see the Metropolitan Opera in New
York City on February 9 – a final dress rehearsal of Manon Lescaut, an opera
composed by Puccini. Puccini originally set the story in 1700s France so produc-
tions of this opera traditionally have costumes and scenery from that time period.
The director of this production made the decision to set the story in war-torn Paris
in the 1940s with a film noir feel. It gave the performance an exciting edge in an
updated setting. The students were surprised that the soloists were able to fill the
hall with their voices while singing over a 60-piece orchestra with no micro-
phones! The sets, costumes, acting and singing were tremendous. The students
found it really helpful that they could follow the translation of the Italian words
into English right at their seats. Each seat at the Metropolitan Opera has a screen
that translates the words as they happen throughout the performance, which
really helps the audience stay engaged in the story. Wardlaw-Hartridge students
Claude Djan of Scotch Plains, De ‘yon Smith of Edison, Laura Arriaza of
Plainfield, Antonia Santangelo of Rahway, Jordan Rose of Watchung, Abe
Golding of North Plainfield and Raphael Genty of Scotch Plains meet in the lobby
before the performance.

WESTFIELD – In a concerted ef-
fort to lay the foundation for the
Westfield Public Schools through the
year 2020, approximately 35 people
gathered in the Lincoln School gym-
nasium on February 6, to begin the
development of a new strategic plan
for the district. The process began in
2015 with the Westfield Board of
Education’s Parent/Community Sur-
vey. The new multi-year plan will
mark the fourth one adopted by the
school district since 1998.

Gretchan Ohlig, President of the
Westfield Board of Education, opened
the meeting by welcoming the group
that included fellow Board members,
administrators, teachers, parents,
civic leaders, and members of the
community-at-large. She acknowl-
edged their interest and dedication to
the school district.

Superintendent of Schools, Mar-
garet Dolan, provided a presentation
which included key points from the
survey, updated demographic data,
and a school district overview of op-
erational and educational strengths
and challenges.

As the members of the Strategic
Planning Council prepared to begin
the tasks ahead of them, Dr. Dolan
thanked them for dedicating their time
to begin the important process of
planning for the future of the Westfield
Schools.

The day-long discussions were fa-
cilitated by Dennis Cheesebrow of
TeamWorks International, who pre-
viously served the Board of Educa-
tion during a workshop session in
2015.

Divided into small groups, the
members of the Strategic Planning
Council identified key trends and in-
fluences in the district and began
sharing their vision for the Westfield
Public Schools by participating in
thought-provoking interactive work-
shops.

“Saturday’s meeting was a unique
opportunity for stakeholders in our
community to help the Westfield
Public Schools in preparing our
young people for a meaningful and
successful future.  I look forward to
continuing our work together to-
ward that important goal,” stated Dr.
Dolan.  The group will meet again
on Saturday, March 19, to continue
this goal-setting process.

Members of the Strategic Plan-
ning Council include:  Joelle
Achilarre – Teacher, Franklin El-
ementary School; Mary Asfendis –
Assistant Principal, Westfield High
School; Brian Auker – Chief Tech-
nology Officer; Barbara Ball – Hu-
man Resources Specialist; Andrew
Bausch – Teacher, Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School; Lisa Bertone – Sec-
retary Business Office; Matt Bolton
– Principal, Edison Intermediate
School; Andrea Brennan – Supervi-
sor, Social Studies K-12; Nicole
Breslow – McKinley Elementary
School parent; Donnell Carr – Com-
munity volunteer; John Cheddar –
Teacher, Westfield High School;
Alison Cymbor – Lincoln School
Kindergarten parent; Margaret
Dolan – Superintendent; Amy
Eisenstein – McKinley Elementary
School and Edison Intermediate
School parent; Russell Finestein –
Westfield Foundation President and
Town Attorney; Brendan Galligan –
Board of Education; Robert Garri-
son – Board of Education; Susan
Gleason – Jefferson Elementary
School parent; TranLe Hill – Child
Study Team member; Lisa Kops-
Wendel – Westfield Parent Teacher
Council Vice President; Lorre
Korecky – Coordinator, School/
Community Relations; Christopher
Langhart – Board of Education;
Ginny Leiz – Board of Education;
Maureen Mazzarese – Director of
Counseling; Gretchan Ohlig – Board
of Education President; Peggy Oster
– Board of Education Vice Presi-
dent; Charles Ostroff – Board of
Education; Paul Pineiro – Assistant
Superintendent for Curriculum, In-
struction and Program; Mitchell
Slater – Board of Education; Marie
Sloan – Westfield High School par-
ent; Ken Soriero – Westfield Plan-
ning Board Attorney; Dana Sullivan
– Business Administrator/Board Sec-
retary; Dick Trabert – Community
volunteer; Michael Weissman – As-
sistant Superintendent for Pupil Per-
sonnel Services; Randy Wojcik –
Wilson Elementary School and
Roosevelt Intermediate School par-
ent; Audrey Zavetz – Principal, Lin-
coln School; and Lindsay Zerafa –
Lincoln School Kindergarten and
Washington Elementary School par-
ent.

SP Resident Awarded
Arcadia Univ. Scholarship

SCRANTON, Penn. – Local resi-
dents were among more than 1,550
students named to The University of
Scranton Dean's List, which recog-
nizes students for academic excel-
lence during the 2015 fall semester.
A student must have a grade point
average of 3.5 or better with a mini-
mum number of credit hours to make
the Dean's List.

Catherine Bruno of Westfield  is a
sophomore international studies ma-
jor in the University's College of Arts
and Sciences.

Kasey Donahue of Cranford is a
junior mathematics major in the
University's College of Arts and Sci-
ences.

Lauren Carosi of Cranford is a senior
psychology major in the University's
College of Arts and Sciences.

Michael Dombrowski of Cranford
is a senior international studies major
in the University's College of Arts

and Sciences.
Nicole Carpetto of Westfield is a

freshman health administration ma-
jor in the University's Panuska Col-
lege of Professional Studies.

Danielle Jakubik of Cranford is a
senior occupational therapy major in
the University's Panuska College of
Professional Studies.

Marissa Frank of Cranford is a
freshman marketing major in the
University's Kania School of Man-
agement.

Brittny Gallagher of Westfield is a
sophomore marketing major in the
University's Kania School of Man-
agement.

Thomas Trotter of Cranford is a
sophomore finance major in the
University's Kania School of Man-
agement.

The University of Scranton is a
Jesuit school located in Northeastern
Pennsylvania.

GLENSIDE, Penn. – During the
fall Open House days, Arcadia Uni-
versity awarded high school students
with scholarships. One was from
Union County.

In order to be selected, partici-
pating high school students needed
to submit an essay that answered
the question: “What is the value of
an education with a global perspec-
tive?”

The high school student selected at
the December open house was Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School student
Kaitlyn Wilson, of Scotch Plains.

When students visited the campus
for Open House days in September,
October, November and December,
they had the opportunity to win a
$1,000 scholarship to go towards tu-
ition at Arcadia, should they decide
to attend the University.

This scholarship opportunity is
available for prospective student each
fall, through the Office of Enroll-
ment Management.

CONWAY, S.C. – Approximately
2,248 students have made the Fall
Semester 2015 Dean's List for aca-
demic achievement at Coastal Caro-
lina University.

To qualify for the Dean's List, fresh-
men must earn a 3.25 grade point
average, and upperclassmen must
earn a 3.5 grade point average. To
qualify for the President's List, stu-
dents must earn a 4.0 grade point

average. All students must be en-
rolled full time.

They include: Nellie Forker of
Cranford, a Sophomore majoring in
English and Samantha Veltre of
Cranford, a Freshman with an
underclared major.

Coastal Carolina University was
founded in 1954 as Coastal Carolina
Junior College and became an inde-
pendent state university in 1993.

Wilkes Univ. Names
VanBrunt to Dean's List

WILKES-BARRE, Penn. – Wilkes
University student Daniel VanBrunt
of Fanwood, N.J. 07023 was named
to the Dean's List for the Fall 2015
semester. To be named to the Dean's
List, students must obtain a mini-
mum 3.4 grade point average and
carry at least 12 credits.

Wilkes University is an indepen-
dent institution of higher education
dedicated to academic and intellec-
tual excellence through mentoring in
the liberal arts, sciences, and profes-
sional programs. Founded in 1933,
the university is on a mission to cre-
ate one of the great small universi-

ties, offering all of the programs,
activities, and opportunities of a large,
research university in the intimate,
caring, and mentoring environment
of a small, liberal arts college, at a
cost that is increasingly competitive
with public universities. In addition
to 41 undergraduate majors, Wilkes
offers the doctor of nursing practice,
doctor of education and doctor of
pharmacy degrees and more than a
dozen master's degree programs, in-
cluding the master of business ad-
ministration and master of fine arts in
creative writing. Learn more at
www.wilkes.edu

Local UNL Students
Earn Academic Awards

LINCOLN, Nebr. – Nearly 4,500
University of Nebraska-Lincoln stu-
dents have been named to the Deans'
List/Explore Center List of Distin-
guished Students for the fall semes-
ter of the 2015-16 academic year.

Qualification for the Deans' List/
List of Distinguished Students var-
ies among the eight undergraduate
colleges and the Explore Center.
Listed below are the minimum re-
quirements for each entity and the
name of its respective dean or direc-
tor. All qualifying grade-point aver-
ages are based on a four-point scale

and a minimum of 12 or more graded
semester hours. Students can be on
the Deans' List for more than one
college.

The following area students were
named to the Deans' List/Explore
Center List of Distinguished Students:

James Killeen of Scotch Plains, a
freshman, Explore Center List of Dis-
tinguished Students, Explore Center,
pre-engineering.

Luke Michael Novack of Scotch
Plains, a freshman, Dean's List, Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences, biological
sciences.

A Part of Fellowship 
Senior Living

Ask about limited time
SAVINGS on our larger
homes!

For a brochure or tour
call 877-395-1715

BIG PLANS
For Your Retirement
BIG PLANS
For Your Retirement

Two plans in one - a spacious floor plan
and a plan in place for your future

Enjoy a carefree lifestyle with a variety of leisure,
social and educational opportunities and have peace
of mind knowing that a full continuum of health
services is on-site if ever needed.

A non-profit community serving people of all faiths 
www.FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

8000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

NEW Open Floor Plans!
• Modern kitchens
• Windows for 

lots of light

• Porches overlooking 
beautiful vistas

• Customizations available

MASTER 
BEDROOMDRESSING

CLOSET

BEDROOM

LAUNDRY
LIVING ROOM

DINING ROOM

KITCHEN

GARAGE

PORCH

DEN

FOYER

STORAGE

PORCH

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Celebrates Children’s
Dental Health Month

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Cranford Resident Named
To Simmons Dean’s List

BOSTON, Mass – Kaylie-Ann
Patricia Flannigan, a Cranford resi-
dent, was named to the 2015 fall
semester dean’s list at Simmons Col-
lege in Boston.

To qualify for dean’s list status,
undergraduate students must obtain
a grade point average of 3.5 or higher,
based on 12 or more credit hours of
work in classes using the letter grade
system.

Simmons College is a nationally

recognized private university located
in the heart of Boston. Founded in
1899, Simmons is the only under-
graduate women’s college in Boston,
and maintains a history of visionary
thinking and a focus on social re-
sponsibility. The college offers world-
class coeducational graduate pro-
grams in nursing and health sciences,
liberal arts, library and information
science, business management, and
social work.

Area Students Earn Deans
List at Washington and Lee

ber of the Class of 2016.
Dean’s list status at Washington

and Lee represents a term grade-av-
erage of at least 3.4 on a 4.0 scale.

Washington and Lee University,
the nation’s ninth oldest institution of
higher education, is among the
nation’s premier liberal arts colleges
and universities.

LEXINGTON, Virg. – The follow-
ing local residents have earned dean’s
list status for the recently ended fall
term at Washington and Lee Univeristy.

Jennifer Bagger of Westfield, a
member of the Class of 2019.

Brennan Haley of Westfield, a
member of the Class of 2018.

Krysta Huber of Westfield, a mem-

Donations Sought for
PTC Scholarship Fund

WESTFIELD – Westfield Parent
Teacher Council (PTC) Scholarship
Fund is critically low and needs sup-
port.

Established in 1957, the Westfield
PTC Scholarship benefits graduating
Westfield High School Seniors who
exhibit financial need, academic per-
severance and community involve-
ment. The fund relies solely on the
generosity of our Westfield commu-
nity for donations.

At its height, the fund was able to
offer $33,500 in scholarships, divided
among several deserving Westfield
students. Last year  a total of $17,600
was raised. This year the fund is once
again low.

It is not necessary to  have a child
in the school district to help bring a
worthy Westfield student’s college
dream within reach.

“I will stay focused, work hard and
give back to others as you have done
for me,” said a past recipient.

Checks made payable to “Westfield
PTC Scholarship” can be mailed to
Amisha Mehta, PTC Treasurer, 41
Carol Road, Westfield NJ 07090 by
Tuesday, March 15.

Westfield Students
Win Geography Bees
WESTFIELD – Westfield’s school-

level 2016 National Geographic Bee
Champions are Max Scialabba, sev-
enth grader at Edison Intermediate
School, and Roosevelt Intermediate
School eighth grader, Jack Maranz.
After earning first place at their re-
spective schools in early January, the
students took a written Geo Bee exam
at the end of the month to determine
if they will advance to the State Ge-
ography Bee in April. “We wish Max
and Jack the best of luck as they await
these results,” stated Westfield Social
Studies Supervisor K to 12, Andrea
Brennan.

SP-F Graduate Makes
Dean's List at Susquehanna
SELINSGROVE, Penn. – Amanda

Ekstrand, of Scotch Plains, was
named to Susquehanna University's
dean's list for the fall 2015 semester.

The deans list recognizes students
who achieve a grade point average of
3.4 or higher out of a possible 4.0 for
the semester. To qualify, students must
complete a minimum of 12 semester
hours.

Ms. Ekstrand, a creative writing
major in the Class of 2016, is a 2012
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

High School and the daughter of Carol
and Harry Ekstrand.

Susquehanna University is a selec-
tive, residential liberal arts college
that provides a solid background in
the liberal arts and sciences, as well
as professional experiences. Students
develop critical thinking, writing,
teamwork and communication skills
which, combined with internships and
research opportunities, prepare them
for a lifetime of personal and profes-
sional success.
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CAPPELLO GETS 4TH TITLE, GOZDIESKI 2ND, WUSTEFELD O.W.; SCORESE, DiGIOVANNI, CAPECE THREE EACH

Cougars Claim 8 Champs, Title at District 11 Mat Tournament
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gold and Blue uniforms dominated
the top podium in eight of the 14
bouts as the Cranford High School
wrestling team won its third straight
title at the District 11 Tournament in
Westfield on February 20. The Cou-
gars with eight champions, two sec-
onds and three thirds (all qualifying
for the Region 3 Tournament) fin-
ished with a total of 254.5.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) placed
second with a total of 137 and had
one champion. Rahway (R) took third
with 124 points and claimed one
champion. Westfield (W) took fourth
at 105 and had one champion. Eliza-
beth (E) took fifth at 89, Brearley (B)
with two champions took sixth at 79
and Linden (L) with one champion
followed at 74.

Raider sophomore Sam Wustefeld,
after edging Cougar Andrew

Tompkins, who finished third, 3-2,
advanced to the 170-lb title bout to
face Blue Devil Jack Miller, who
pinned Eden Germain (E) in 4:35
with an arm bar/half nelson in the
semis. Miller first had to ward off a
few near takedown attempts from
Germain before hitting a double-leg
takedown himself.

“I was just feeling him out the first
period, seeing what he was doing. He
was just looking for doubles. I really

wasn’t that concerned with it because
I think my defense is fine,” Miller
said. “I was looking to set up my
shots based off his shots.”

After adding another takedown,
Miller took care of business to ad-
vance to the finals.

“I was looking like half and had the
hammerlock. He was dead in that
period. That was my best period I
thought I had. I took advantage of my
conditioning,” Miller said.

Looking ahead to his bout with
Wustefeld, Miller said.

“I am looking forward to wrestling
him. I think I am healthy now that I
am going to do well.”

In the title bout, Wustefeld initi-
ated the scoring with a single-leg
takedown. In the third period,
Wustefeld added a key takedown to
send the bout into overtime. He then
ended the bout with a pin from the
takedown in 6:55 and later received

the Outstanding Wrestler Award.
As to his early takedown, Wustefeld

said, “It was really important be-
cause it set the tone for the match and
gave me more confidence. I knew if I
went back at him as hard as he came
at me, I could keep the match in my
favor.”

Cougar Niko Cappello captured
his fourth district title with a 5-0
victory over Hendrix Vernot (L) in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO GET A LEG UP...Cougar Dave Busch, left, attempts to bring Blue Devil Jarek Gozdieski back to the mat in
the 160-lb championship bout in Westfield on February 20. Gozdieski won his second District 11 title with a 5-0 decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLE OF THE POWERFUL...Raider Jaylen Bryant, right, tries to free his leg from the grasp of Brearley Bear Saverio
Salcfas in the 195-lb title bout. Salcfas, who won at 220-lbs last year, added another District 11 title.

More photos – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports



Page 12  Thursday, February 25, 2016 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Cougars Claim 8 Champs, Title; Blue Devils, Raiders 1 Each at District 11 Wrestling Tournament
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ABOUT TO GET HIS 4TH DISTRICT TITLE...Cougar senior Niko Cappello, right, defeated Linden’s Hendrix Vernot,
5-0, in the 182-lb championship bout to claim his fourth District 11 title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP A NAVY RIDE...Cougar junior Chris Scorese, top, sets up a Navy ride on Raider Jashmar Phillippe in the
132-lb championship bout. Scorese won his third District 11 title with a 15-0 technical fall.

the 182-lb final.
On his thoughts about becoming a

four time district champ, Cappello
said, “That was the goal. I always
wanted to be a four-time district cham-
pion. Especially winning it my fresh-
man year, it gives me more confi-
dence every time I come here. It was
a very comfortable setting being out
there in the finals now.”

Cappello set the stage early with a
takedown and a two-point nearfall in
his bout with Vernot.

“I tried to get things going on my

feet. He had good defense then I got
a nice shot feet-to-back for back
points. Then I used my riding skills,”
Cappello explained.

Looking toward regions,
Cappello,  the defending champ said,
“Hopefully, I can get back into wres-
tling better than I am now so I can get
another region title.”

Blue Devil senior Jarek Gozdieski
had a snaky opponent in Cougar Dave
Busch but still managed to initiate a
takedown en route to a 5-0 win and
his second title at 160-lbs.

“Yes! He is snaky. I knew just go-

ing in on his legs wasn’t enough for a
takedown. The first shot we were in a
little scramble but getting in the posi-
tions I got familiar with and scoring
from those positions I think was key,”
Gozdieski said. “I knew his strong
suit was legs, so getting off on bottom
was a good opportunity for me then I
just kept attacking, attacking, attack-
ing.”

His second takedown sealed the
deal.

“I went headlock into a single. He
was on the edge. I could have pushed
him out but any point you can get is

important. I would say that took care
of business,” Gozdieski said.

Cougar juniors Anthony Capece
and Tom DiGiovanni each claimed
their third district titles. DiGiovanni
won at 120-lbs via injury disqualifi-
cation and Capece won at 113-lbs
with an 8-4 win over Blue Devil Chris
Hoerle, who pinned Raider Justin

Sidebottom, who finished third, in
3:51 with an arm bar/half nelson. In
their previous meeting, Sidebottom
hit a duck-under takedown in the fi-
nal seconds to defeat Hoerle.

“That was kind of a fluke match for
me. I didn’t wrestle my best. This
time I was looking forward to go
ahead and beat the kid I have to beat.

Got the points I had to get. I am going
to the regions now,” Hoerle said.

Hoerle set up his pin with a head-
and-arm takedown.

“He always looks to duck out that
one side, so I figured he’s weak on the
other side, so I hit him on the weak
side,” said Hoerle who added. “That’s
the move I try to hit every single
match. This time I got it in real deep.”

Looking ahead to the final with
Capece, Hoerle said, “Capece is a
pretty tough kid. I think I wrestled
him pretty well that last time. I am
going to try to keep the score close. I
am going to try to beat him and wrestle
him like any other kid.”

Cougar junior Chris Scorese also
claimed his third title with a 4:52, 15-
0 tech fall that ended with a Navy ride
stack over Raider Jashmar Phillippe
at 132-lbs. Phillippe reached the fi-
nals when he pinned Jason Winters
(R) in 1:00 with a front double grape-
vine stretcher.

“I wrestled him once and I beat him
14-2 so I was confident. I waited for
him to come at me because I saw him
come at me hard. I seized the oppor-
tunity and dropped him on his back.
It was over from there,” Phillippe
explained.

Phillippe knew his bout with
Scorese was going to be an uphill
battle.

“He beat me four times, so I just

WESTFIELD
WESTCongratulations

for Your Outstanding Sales Achievement in 2015!

SHARON STEELE
Sales Associate

Cell: (908) 447-3579
Sharon.Steele@cbmoves.com
www.sharonsteelerealestate.com
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LOOK WHO IS #1 
IN CRANFORD!

• #1 Agent in total volume and units for 2014 - 2015

• President’s International Elite 2014 & 2015

• NJ Realtors® Circle of Excellence Gold Sales Award 2014 - 2015

• 8 Years of Real Estate Experience

• Founder/Community Supporter of 365 Things to Do in Cranford/

Westfield, NJ

WESTFIELD
WESTCongratulations

for Your Outstanding Sales Achievement in 2015!

Ileen Bocchino-Cuccaro, e-Pro
Sales Associate

Cell: (908) 410-3732
Ileen.Cuccaro@cbmoves.com
www.ileencuccaro.com
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West Office
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LOOK WHO IS #1 
IN GARWOOD!

• #1 Agent in total volume and units in Garwood for 2015*

•  NJ Realtors Circle of Excellence Bronze Sales Award 2014 & 2015

•  NJ Realtors Distinguished Sales Club Recipient 

• 22 Years of Exceptional Real Estate Experience

• 50 year Garwood resident and YOUR Local Market Expert

• “If you believe you deserve more…there is more…there is me!”

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 02/18/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-171
AWARDED TO: CNA Surety Com-

pany, Sioux Falls, SD
SERVICES: to renew the Public Official

Bond for Charles Gillon
PERIOD: March 9, 2016-March 8, 2017
COSTS: in the amount of $1,050.00
James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 02/25/16, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 02/18/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-158
AWARDED TO: Florina Persechion,

M.D., DW Pathology Service, Beverly
Leffers, M.D.

SERVICES: for forensic pathologists to
perform autopsies and/or external exami-
nations when the Medical Examiner has a
day off or vacation.

PERIOD: January 1, 2016-December
31, 2016

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$150,000.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/25/16, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 02/18/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-170
AWARDED TO: The Hartford Fire In-

surance Company, Hartford, CT.
SERVICES: to renew the Public Official

Bond for Anthony Ugoaru
PERIOD: March 9, 2016-March 8, 2017
COSTS: in the amount of $1,150.00
James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 02/25/16, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 02/18/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-172
AWARDED TO: The Hartford Fire In-

surance Company, Hartford, CT.
SERVICES: to renew the Public Official

Bond for John A. McGarry
PERIOD: March 9, 2016-March 8, 2017
COSTS: in the amount of $1,150.00
James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 02/25/16, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 02/18/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-164
AWARDED TO: Pino Consulting

Group, West Winsor, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

consulting services for preparation of the
indirect Cost Plan and Medicare and Med-
icaid Cost Reports for Cornerstone Behav-
ioral Health Hospital.

PERIOD: January 1, 2016-December
31, 2017

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed $164,000.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/25/16, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 02/18/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-161
AWARDED TO: Union County Per-

forming Arts Center, Rahway, New Jer-
sey

SERVICES: to provide services neces-
sary for the execution of the 2016-2017
season of the Sensory Friendly Theater

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$90,000.00.

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/25/16, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 02/18/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-176
amending (Resolution No. 2015-276)
AWARDED TO: Alexander W. Booth,

Esq. Jersey City, New Jersey
SERVICES: in the matter entitled Laquan

Kearny v. UC als.
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$10,000.00 for a sum not to exceed
$20,000.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/25/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 02/18/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-173
AWARDED TO: Standard Insurance

Company
SERVICES: the Short Term and Long

Term Disability Insurance Policy
PERIOD: 2016 Calendar year
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$224,450.84.
James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 02/25/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 02/18/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-175
AWARDED TO: United Way of Greater

Union County, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the provision of annual

support and operation of the Family Suc-
cess Center in Rahway and the continua-
tion of the Focus on Families Task Force

PERIOD: March 1, 2016-December 31,
2016

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$118,000.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/25/16, The Leader Fee: $23.97

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Christina Barlik, a junior on the
winter track team, placed sixth in the Shot Put at the Group 2 State Champion-
ship meet on February 20 in Toms River. Her throw of 36' 8 1/2" is an indoor
record. She qualifies to compete in the Meet of Champions next weekend. Niko
Cappello, a senior captain on the wrestling team won a district title this past
weekend, making him a four time district champion. Niko also won a county title
this season as well as attaining his 100th win (now 116). Niko received the top seed
at 182-lbs at Region 3 Tournament this week.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

LaCORTE SINKS 18 PTs; MURRAY, RUMPETERS 13 EACH

Blue Devils Sprint Past Rams
In UCT Boys Basketball, 73-50

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Round 1 of the Union County Tour-
nament went as expected for the fifth-
seeded Westfield High School boys
basketball team with a 73-50 victory
over the 12th-seeded Roselle Rams
in Westfield on February 17. With a
splendid assortment of assists, the
Blue Devils seemed to work in a per-
quarter distribution system where one
or two members would do the bulk of
the scoring in one quarter then an-
other member would be the go-to
person in the next quarter.

Senior/co-captain point guard
Owen Murray hit five of his 13 points

in the first quarter as did senior
Andrejs Rumpeters. Senior Jelani
Pierre also put up four of his six
points in the quarter that the Blue
Devils won, 19-12. Murray, who had
five rebounds, dished out six assists
in the game and senior/co-captain
Nick Mele (2 steals, tip that led to a
steal) dished out five assists.

“We were just trying to move the
ball as much as we could, find the
open guy. Against that kind of de-
fense, we could do anything we re-
ally wanted. We were trying to look
for the best shot, not the first shot we
got. We ended up getting some nice

passes in,” Murray said.
And they did do almost anything

they wanted in the fourth quarter
with an 11-0 run and all were set up
by assists with the exception of a put-
back from junior Matt LaCorte. The
biggest fan-pleasing assist during that
run came from Mele. Standing well

WICHELNS NETS 17 PTS; PACE, WILLIAMSON 15 EACH

Cougar Girls Topple Summit
In UCT Hoops Quarter, 55-44

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Timing is important and the third-
seeded Cranford High School girls’
basketball team certainly has picked
the perfect time to round into shape.
The Cougars looked very sharp as
they took down Summit, 55-44, in
their Union County Tournament
quarterfinal match played on Febru-
ary 20 at Rahway High School.
Camryn Wichelns led Cranford with

17 points, while senior Lyndsay Pace
and freshman Lauren Williamson
added 15 points to lead the Cougars
past the sixth-seeded Hilltoppers.

“This is the team I knew was there
early in the season,” said Cranford
Head Coach Jackie Dyer. “We started
off the season slowly but for the last
month or so we have been playing
very good basketball. On any given
night we can get a leading perfor-

mance from a different player or com-
bination of players and that is a good
thing.”

There is no question about that.
The Cougars have been roaring lately.
Cranford has won nine of its last 11
games and they wasted little time in
pouncing on the Hilltoppers.

Cranford grabbed an early 7-0 lead
and would never trail in the contest.

WESTFIELD
WESTCongratulations

for Your Outstanding Sales Achievement in 2015!

Patricia “Pat” Plante
Broker Sales Associate

Cell: 908-803-1478
Pat.Plante@cbmoves.com
www.patriciaplante.com
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LOOK WHO IS #1 
IN FANWOOD!

• #1 Agent in total volume and units in Fanwood for 2015*

•  NJ Realtors® Circle of Excellence Silver Sales Award 2015

• Top 5 for Listings Sold Coldwell Banker Westfield West office 2015

• Over 20 Years of Real Estate Experience

• Senior Real Estate Specialist, SRES

• Member of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club & Active  

Community Member

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 16th of FEBRU-
ARY 2016, and that said Ordinances will
be considered for final adoption at a meet-
ing of the said Township Council to be held
in the Council Chambers, 430 Park Av-
enue, on the 22nd day of MARCH 2016 at
7:00 p.m., at which time and place a public
hearing will be held prior to final passage
of said Ordinances and all interested per-
sons will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same. Copies of
said Ordinances can be obtained from the
Township Clerk’s Office at any time prior to
final adoption at no cost to any member of
the general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-3

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISH-
ING SALARIES AND WAGES
FOR SUPERVISOR OF
BUILDING AND GROUNDS

ORDINANCE 2016-4

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII  OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS EN-
TITLED “ZONING”, SECTION
23-2.3(L)4, “REGULATIONS
APPLICABLE TO ALL
ZONES,” TO AMEND OFF -
STREET PARKING REGULA-
TIONS.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 2/25/16, The Times Fee: $36.21

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

SEEKS APPLICANTS for
UNEXPIRED SCOTCH PLAINS SEAT

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education is seeking
applicants interested in filling the Scotch
Plains seat on the board due to a vacancy
effective February 18, 2016.

The Board has 65 days from February
18, 2016 to appoint a new Scotch Plains
member of the board to serve until the next
school election in November 2016.

Scotch Plains residents who are inter-
ested in applying for the open board seat
are invited to submit a letter of interest,
including a brief biography and their rea-
sons for wanting to be on the board, to
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion, Deborah S. Saridaki, Board Secre-
tary, Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

The deadline for applications is Thurs-
day, March 10, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. The
Board will conduct public interviews of
candidates on Tuesday, March 15, 2016
beginning at 7 o’clock p.m. The board will
make a decision following the interviews.

The appointed candidate will take his/
her position on the board as soon as pos-
sible.
1 T - 2/25/16, The Times Fee: $28.05

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 8th day of
February, 2016, the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment of the Township of Cranford, in
the County of Union took the following
actions:

1. Application #ZBA-15-030: Granted
approval to Jennifer Soyka, Applicant, to
permit construction of a dormer above the
second floor resulting in expansion of the
existing third floor space on Block 306, Lot
20 as designated on the Township Tax
Map, also known as 95 Cranford Avenue,
in the R-3 Zone.

2. Application #ZBA-15-033: Granted
approval to Richard Martinelli, Applicant,
to permit construction of a patio that will
exceed the maximum allowable lot cover-
age on Block 582, Lot 41 as designated on
the Township Tax Map, also known as 138
Mohawk Drive, in the R-4 Zone.

3. Application #ZBA-15-036: Granted
approval to John Szeles, Applicant, to per-
mit construction of a new garage with less
than the minimum allowable combined side
yard setback on Block 229, Lot 3 as desig-
nated on the Township Tax Map, also
known as 509 Central Avenue, in the R-4
Zone.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/25/16, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-15-041
to be located in Zone: R3, on the premises
known as 219 Oak Lane, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016, Block No. 243, Lot No. 10,
has been submitted by: Charles Macaluso
of 219 Oak Lane, Cranford, New Jersey
07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

136-31D(3) Front steps project 9 feet
into front yard.

136-31D(6) Porch roof extends into front
yard by 4 feet.

136 Attachment 1, Schedule 1, mini-
mum front yard setback is 25 feet pro-
posed is 20 feet.

and any additional relief that may be
required from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on March 14, 2016
at 8:15 p.m. in Room 108 of the Cranford
Township Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any
person or persons affected by this applica-
tion will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant
Charles Macaluso

219 Oak Lane
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 2/25/16, The Leader Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-027029-15
FILE NO. 20447-15

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
FAY BARNABY KENT, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which FWDSL & ASSOCIATES LP is the
plaintiff and SERGEI KENT, ET ALS; are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-027029-
15 within thirty-five (35) days after Febru-
ary 25, 2016 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Complaint. You shall file your An-
swer and Proof of Service in duplicate with
the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN
971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accor-
dance with the Rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-

municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 12-00005, sold
on 10/10/2012, dated 10/15/2012, and was
recorded on 10/17/2012 in Book 13436 at
Page 807, made by RACHELE SAN
FILIPPO, Collector of Taxes of BERKE-
LEY HEIGHTS TOWNSHIP, and State of
New Jersey to FWDSL & ASSOCIATES
LP and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
FWDSL &  ASSOCIATES LP. This covers
real estate located in BERKELEY
HEIGHTS TOWNSHIP, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT
2.01 BLOCK 2601 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate
of BERKELEY HEIGHTS TOWNSHIP and
concerns premises commonly known as
115 KENT DRIVE, BERKELEY HEIGHTS
TOWNSHIP, New Jersey.

YOU, FAY BARNABY KENT, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS
IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST, are
made party defendants to the above fore-
closure action because you are the owners
of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.
DATED:  February 19, 2016

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 2/25/16, The Leader Fee: $71.91

PUBLIC NOTICE

Local High School Sport Shorts:

Lady Patricks Defeat
Blue Devils in UCT

The top-seeded Patrick School girls
basketball team outlasted the
Westfield Blue Devils, 60-54, in the
quarterfinal round of the Union
County Tournament on February 19.
Blue Devil junior Shannon Devitt,
once again, had a double, double with
25 points and 10 rebounds.

Blue Devil Amalia Montes also
had a double, double with 10 points
and 14 rebounds. Molly Ryan sank
eight points and had five assists and
Grace Elliott added five points.
Qadashah Hoppie netted 19 points
for the Pats and Aliyah Powell scored
17 points.
Westfield 13 13 14 14 54
Patrick School 13 18 19 10 60

St. Mary’s Cagers Top
Cougars, 59-49, in UCT

The sixth-seeded St. Mary’s (Eliza-
beth) High School boys basketball
team upended the 11-seeded Cranford
Cougars, in the first round of the
Union County Tournament in Eliza-
beth on February 17. Previously, the
Cougars had defeated AL Johnson,
69-50, in the preliminary round.

Rick-Keem Mixon led St. Mary’s
with 22 points and Will Sessoms con-
tributed 12 points. Senior Sean
Leonard led the Cougars with 23
points, including four 3-pointers.
Mike Smith and Dave Fonseca each
scored seven points, Hunter Remley
had six points, Ryan Bakie netted
four points and Jack Schetelich added
two points.
Cranford   7 14 15 13 49
St. Mary’s 15 11 22 11 59

Vikings Top Blue Devils
In UCT Boys B-Ball

The fourth-seeded Union Catholic
High School boys basketball team
eliminated the fifth-seeded Westfield
Blue Devils, 54-47, in the quarterfinal
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment on February 20. George Papas
sank 15 points, while Zahir Newell
scored 13 points and Jordan Pierce
netted 11 for the Vikings.
Westfield 13 18   8   8 47
Union Catholic 13 11 15 15 54

Lady Blue Devils Stop
St. Mary’s in UCT, 56-41

The eighth-seeded Westfield High
School girls basketball team cruised
past ninth-seeded St. Mary’s (Eliza-
beth), 56-41, in the first round of the
Union County Tournament in
Westfield on February 16. The vic-
tory advanced the 8-12 Blue Devils
to face the top-seeded Patrick School
in the next round on February 19.

Junior Shannon Devitt got another
double, double with 20 points and 14
rebounds to go with four blocks against
St. Mary’s. Senior co-captain Amalia
Montes also got a double, double with
13 points and 11 rebounds to go with
a pair of blocks. Grace Elliott scored
15 points and pulled six boards, while
sophomore Molly Ryan nailed a pair
of 3-pointers.
St. Mary’s 10 10 12   9 41
Westfield 23 13 10 10 56

St. Bart’s Softball
Registration Begins
Attention all returning St.

Bartholomew Oldtimers Softball
league members! Please submit
your league veteran registration
for the 2016 season by Monday,
February 29. Visit
www.stbartssoftball.com to regis-
ter online or by mail. New player
(men 30 years and over) registra-
tion will begin March 1.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Lady Cougars Muzzle
Bulldogs in UCT, 59-34

The third-seeded Cranford High
School girls basketball team muzzled
the Jonathan Dayton Lady Bulldogs,
59-34, in the first round of the Union
County Tournament in Cranford on
February 16. The 12-7 Cougars ad-
vanced to face sixth-seeded, 13-7
Summit at Rahway on February 19.

Senior co-captain Cerys
MacLelland rolled in 17 points and
pulled down 14 rebounds while add-
ing four assists and three blocked
shots. Freshman Lauren Williamson
pumped in 15 points, including three
3-pointers. Cam Wichelns had 10
points, including a pair of 3-pointers,
and added seven acts of theft. Senior
co-captain Lindsay Pace had six
points and Bela Speer added five
points, seven rebounds, five assists
and three blocks.
Dayton   4   8 12 10 34
Cranford 21 13 19   6 59

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING UNDERNEATH THE BOARD...Blue Devil Andrejs Rumpeters, No. 21, gets the rebound and prepares to work
for a lay-up in the Union County Tournament game against the Roselle Rams on February 17. Westfield won, 73-50.

More photos – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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WHS’ Bowling Teams
Have History of Success

Another in a series on the history of
sports at WHS

Bowling was once an integral part
of the social life in Westfield. Look
through old Leader archives from the
1930s and ’40s, even into the ’50s,
and the pages were filled with bowl-
ing standings and short articles. That
was in the days before there was radio
and television, and “kegling” was a
huge sport. There were local lanes at
the Westfield Rec on North Avenue
and the Westfield YMCA had four
lanes. And nearby there were Echo
Lanes in Mountainside, Blue Star
Lanes in Watchung, Parkway Lanes
in Union, and nearby alleys in
Garwood, Clark, Linden and Green
Brook.

But as popular as bowling was, it
was more an adult male’s sport and
had a “seedy” reputation, sort of like
hanging at a pool hall. But it was
added to the varsity sports roster at
WHS in 1981-82.

For the next 30 years, the team was
under the guidance of Mike Tirone,
whose teams combined a fun-loving
spirit with a serious-when-needed

approach to become year-in and year-
out county and state contenders.

By the late ’80s WHS started win-
ning and the 1991 team broke through
with the program’s first statement vic-
tory. Greg Rhodes and Dave Ricker
powered the team to a win at the sec-
tional meet, with help from Jeff Hemer
and Mike Pass and Hillary Cooper.

The winter of 1994 saw the Blue
Devils finish third at counties and
second at sectionals, then catch fire
and win the state championship.
Rhodes finished fifth individually at
states, and was helped by Shaun
McNamara, Dan and Matt Masino,
and Jason Smith. The Masino broth-
ers were also part of The Hot Rod
Gang, a local rockabilly band that
seemed to perfectly reflect the team’s
image as a bunch of rock and rollin’
merrymen (and women).

“The Masinos would show up to
practices and matches wearing cowboy
boots, with long, slicked-down black
hair and KISS t-shirts,” Tirone said.

The 1997 season was highlighted
by a North Section 2 title that fea-
tured a 300 game by Scott Bridgeman
(726 set), and solid contributions by
Andy Shannon, Evan Baum and Tracy
Lynn Masino, who Tirone called “the
best female bowler we ever had.”

Bridgeman and Masino, along with
Baum (299) and Brett Rosenblatt
(734) won the 1998 conference title

The 2002 WHS bowling team captured the sectional title. Front row (from left), coach Mike Tirone, Scott Villa, Matt
Rothstein, Willy Masket, Andrew Royston; back row, David Louie, Brian Sanders, Jimmy Charles, Steve Jacobson and
David Palma.

with a 5-2 upset of unbeaten Kearny.
The ’99 team rolled a 3,122 at the

Wayne Wheeler Memorial Tourna-
ment as Baum (739) and Rosenblatt
(711) were on fire, then captured the
North 2 Section behind Rosenblatt,
Dan Rock, Baum, Tim Caprario and
Chris Marotta.

During the first decade of the 21st
century, WHS remained an elite pro-
gram – winning three county and six
sectional titles, and one state champi-
onship in 2008.

They won three straight sectional
titles behind Matt Rothstein (the
school’s lone state individual cham-
pion, in 2003), Willy Masket, Scott
Villa, Andrew Royston, Dave Louie,
Brian Sanders and Brian Stotler.

The 2008 season was another roller-
coaster ride, starting in January when
Arley Rojas rolled a 300 game. They
won the conference, finished fourth
at counties (the WHS ‘B’ team was
second!) and then, after taking sec-
ond at sections, won the state Group
4 title with a 3,403 pinfall! Talk about
everything and everyone coming to-
gether at the same time – Eric Curialle

299 game-773 set; Jesse Embry 258-
723; Brian Ettinger 276-674; Matt
Marcus 648, and Rojas 585.

When he stepped down after the
2011 season, Tirone said, “Besides
winning the championships, we
learned how hard work and persis-
tence can, and does, pay off in the
end.”

Ralph Corey took over in 2012. His
first team finished second in the county,
won the North Section 2 meet and was
fourth in the state. His early teams
featured Lucas Cruz, Adam and Dan
Firestone and Sebastian Rojas.

This year’s team was very young,
with solid Tavis Brunson the lone
senior. But the Blue Devils should be
a force next season, when Alex Cohen,
Jason Glickstein, Jake Varakian, Jon
Silva and Will Shepherd all return.
TWENTY-SIX AND COUNTING

The 2016 boys team capped a 16-0
season with a 102-68 victory over
defending champion Cherry Hill East
in the state Public A final Sunday at the
College of New Jersey. It was the 26th
state championship in program his-
tory. It was also the 11th undefeated
season, the two other most recent be-
ing in 1992 and 2009. Earlier they won
another Union County championship,
their 61st of the 65 that have been held.
And they enjoyed another police and
fire truck return to town, their seventh
time in 13 years.

They scored 102 or more points in
wins over No. 2 Cherry Hill East, No.
3 CBA, No. 4 Bridgewater-Raritan
and No. 8 Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Sunday’s opening medley relay was
a wild, roller-coaster ride that was a
harbinger of the ebbs and flows to
follow over the next hour. Dave
Lindros and Steve Warren got WHS a
slim lead on the first two legs. Colin
Daniel held onto it for 25 before
East’s Duncan Brookover caught him
with a mostly underwater, mind-
bogglingly fast butterfly split to take
the lead. But Austin Kreusser deliv-
ered a 21.03 on his anchor leg to pull
out the win by .01 of a second, mak-
ing up over a second in the final 25.
The winning time of 1:35.30 was a
school record.

Aedan Collins delivered the third
fastest 200 free in school history, and

it was clutch. He trailed East studs
Nick Rosa and Sean Finius for seven-
plus laps before gutting out the win in
1:43.50.

After Ryan Bebel’s 1:58.93 won
the 200 IM, East captured the next
four races. No big deal – WHS fin-
ished 2-3-4 in each to outscore the
Cougars, 36-28, in those events.

Any last hope of an East comeback
was thwarted in the 200 free relay,
when Collins, Ryan Daniel, Walt
Sincox and Kreusser (21.24 anchor)
went 1:27.94 to win. It was the sec-
ond fastest in school history, just .09
of a second off the 2014 time of John
Lindros, Tyler Lessner, Aram
Barmakian and Luke McGrory.

Lindros won the back in 52.57,
third fastest ever; Warren captured
the breast and WHS sealed it with a
win in the 400 free relay.

For coach Jeff Knight it was his
sixth state title in 10 years, trying the
program record. His 135-24 record
with the boys team passed Perry
Coultas’ 132 wins and trails the leader
by just 26. Including his four years
with the girls team (2011-14) his com-

bined record is 199-25. And his teams
have won state titles nine of a pos-
sible 14 times.

One final fact: for the past 25 sea-
sons, every senior member of the
WHS boys team has swum on at least
one state champion team.

THIS AND THAT
Jack Curry, who rewrote the rush-

ing portion of the school record book
last fall, will be going to Gettysburg
(Pa.) College. There has been a nice
WHS-Gettysburg connection of late,
with guys like James O’Rourke, Joe
Scaglione, Hugo Nolasco, Mike
Stravach and Chris Sweeney playing
there.

The senior co-captain set school
records for carries in a game (40),
season (278) and career (573), and
yards in a season (1,709) and career
(3,227). He was six yards shy of Butch
Woolfolk’s school-record 253, but
finished with four 200-plus games
(247, 233, 228, 208). He also tied the
school record with five touchdowns
in one game, had 27 TDs this year and
39 for his career, No. 2 and 3 all-time.
The only players with more career
points are Glen Kehler and Rick
McGinley.

Nice job by the wrestling team,
advancing six to the Region 3 tourna-
ment. Jarek Gozdieski won his sec-
ond straight District 11 title. Zach
Rabinowitz, Chris Hoerle, Jack Miller
and Phil Ricca finished second, and
Emmett Smith took third.

Parker Hess recently broke his
brother Keegan’s school record for
career 3-pointers, nailing five in a
UCT win over Dayton. That gave
Parker 116 to Keegan’s 113. Junior
Matt LaCorte nailed four treys in that
game to give him 56 this season,
breaking Mike Venezia’s school
record of 53 set in 2007.

Shannon Devitt has become a force
for Liz McKeon’s girls basketball
team. The junior scored 20 and 25 in
two UCT games, with double-digit
rebounds too.

About the 11-4 girls swim team:
three of their losses were to state
champs, and one of their wins was
over state champion Trinity Hall.

The state basketball tournaments
start Tuesday – the boys host
Bridgewater-Raritan at 7 p.m., while
the girls visit Millburn at 5.

PRETRE HONORED
Ed Pretre, a former swim coach at

many places, including the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, was recently
named Great Lakes Valley Confer-
ence coach of the year after his
Truman State University women’s
team won the conference champion-
ship. “Animal Ed” was co-captain of
WHS’s 1992 swim team that ended
the 12-year reign of Metuchen St.
Joseph with a 111-59 victory.

Next: ice hockey

Taking first in all three relays and
four individual events was one thing
but it was team depth that forged the
No. 1 Westfield High School swim
boys way ahead of No. 2 Cherry Hill
East (CHE) en route to a 102-68
thrashing for the Public A title at The
College of New Jersey in Ewing on
February 21. The Blue Devils in-
creased their all-time state leading
titles to 26.

Blue Devils Dave Lindros, Steve
Warren, Colin Daniel and Austin
Kreusser began the cruise with a vic-
tory in the 200-medley relay with a
time of 1:35.3, just ahead of the CHE
foursome. Aedan Collins touched first
in the 200-freestyle in 1:43.5 then
Ryan Bebel won the 200-Individual
Medley in 1:58.93.

CHE took first in the next four
events but the Blue Devils managed
to take 2-3-4 in all of them. CHE’s
Duncan Bookover won the 50-free in
21.58, Sean Finias won the 100-but-
terfly in 52.46, Bookover won the
100-free in 48.2 and Nick Rosa won
the 500-free in 4:54.87.

Collins, Ryan Daniel, Walter
Sincox and Kreusser took first in the
200-free relay in 1:27.94. Lindros
won the 100-backstroke in 52.57.
Warren took top honors in the 100-

breaststroke in 59.15. Collins, Eric
Bebel, Ryan Bebel and Ryan Daniel
took first in the 400-free relay with a
time of 3:16.6.

The No. 8 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
boys swim team advanced to the Pub-
lic B championship to face No. 6
Mainland with a 104-66 victory over
Randolph in the semifinal round at
Gloucester Tech. Josh Cohen, Chris
Bondarowicz, Nick Heath and Nolan
Kearns got the winning glide going
for the Raiders by touching first in the
200-medley relay in 1:36.6.

Erig Chang won the 200-free in
1:51.14, Mike Rash won the 200-
Individual Medley in 2:02.95 and

Bondarowicz won the 100-butterfly
in 54.54. Bondarowicz and Cohen
tied for first in the 100-free at 48.75
and Matt Auda won the 500-free in
5:19.71. Rash won the 100-breast-
stroke in 1:00.9. The Raiders won the
200-medley relay and the 400-free
relay, while Randolph’s Vince
Marciano took first in the 50-free and
the 100-backstroke.

In the Public B championship,
Mainland seized first in every event
except the 100-breastroke when
Bondarowicz touched the wall in
57.08.

See Devils Den for more on
Westfield Public A Crown.

Blue Devils Win Public A Crown;
Mainland Tops Raiders in Public B

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Compete
At NJ Y Silver Championship
The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish

Swim Team recorded 21 state quali-
fying times at the NJ YMCA Silver
Championships held at GCIT in
Sewell on February 19-21. Matt Lon-
don took first in the boys 11-12 50-
free and 50-fly setting new meet
records in both and Lauren Lane took
first in the girls 9-10 200-free also
setting a new meet record.
TOP 16 (QUALIFIERS IN BOLD):

9-10 girls: Emma Brown 9th (50-
breast), 15th (50-fly), Neve Ferreira
14th (100-free), 15th (50-free), 16th
(100-breast), Emily Gao 16th (50-
fly), Lauren Lane 1st (200-free),
Clare Logan 7th (200-free), 13th
(100-back), Kate Riordan 2nd (200-
free), 3rd (100-free), 9th (100IM),
Julia Schneider 10th (100-free)

9-10 boys: Michael Gauthier 8th
(100-free), 10th (50-fly), 12th (50-
free), Wiliam Heinze 10th (200IM),
11th (200free), Charlie Jeckell 6th
(50-free), 9th (200IM), 12th
(200free), 13th (50back), 16th (100
free), Colin Kavanagh 4th (100-
breast), 6th (200IM), 8th (50breast),
10th (100back), JD Twilley 2nd (100-
fly), Nathan Welsh 5th (50-free), 6th
(100-free)

11-12 girls: Libby Benou 9th (200-
fly), Isabelle Gauthier 9th (200IM),
10th (50-breast), Vivian Jeckell 8th
(50-free), Kelly Sullivan 13th (200-
fly)

11-12 boys: Matt London 1st (50-
free), 1st (50-fly), 3rd (100-breast),
4th (100-free), 10th (50-breast),
Michael Riordan 8th (200-breast),

Carsen Sharkey 9th (500-free), 16th
(200-free), Matt Swenson 4th (100-
fly), 5th (200-free), 7th (200IM),
Kevin Warren 4th (50-breast), 11th
(50-fly), 15th (50-free), 16th (100-
fly)

13-14 girls: Alyssa Corvelli 11th
(200-back), Tori Sandull 12th (200-
breast), 15th (200IM), Mary Weber
6th (50-free), 11th (100-back)

13-14 boys: Ian Dugan 2nd (100-
fly), 5th (50-free)

15-18 girls: Sally Burke 10th (100-
fly), Aidan Donahue 4th (200-breast),
9th (1000-free), Emily McGann 3rd
(200-back and 1650-free), Emily
Oster 5th (100-free), 10th (50-free),
13th (200-free), Audrey Picut 7th
(200IM), Emma Reilly 11th (500-
free), 14th (100-free), Bridget
Reynolds 6th (1000-free), 14th (500-
free), 16th (200-breast), Maddie
Reynolds 15th (50-free and 500-free)

15-18 boys: Stuart Calinan 16th
(100-back), Luke Mizus 13th (200-
breast)

The 12U Devilfish State Team will
compete February 26-28 at Ocean
County YMCA and the 13+ State
Team competes at Franklin and
Marshall in Lancaster, Pa. March 10-
13.

For more information regarding
the Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
Swim Team, please contact Brian
Guidera, Director of Competitive
Aquatics and Head Coach, (908)
233.2700 x263 or
bguidera@westfieldynj.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
final revised ordinance as follows was
passed and adopted by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield at a meeting
thereof held on February 23, 2016.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2060

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13
(HANDICAPPED SPACE)

1 T - 2/25/16, The Leader Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-15-044
to be located in Zone: R2, on the premises
known as 24 Colby Lane, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016, Block No. 126, Lot No. 5,
has been submitted by: Kevin & Marlene
Buckman of 24 Colby Lane, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

Section 136-30 Sch 1 - Proposed lot
coverage of 37.32%.

Section 136-30 Sch 1 - Front yard set-
back of principle structure of 30.17 feet.

Section 136-31(D)(3) - New front steps
will encroach up to 7.8 feet into the mini-
mum required front yard setback of 32 feet.

Section 136-31 (D)(6) - Proposed roof
over the proposed step which will encroach
up to 6 feet into the required minimum front
yard setback of 32 feet and total extension
will be approximately 45 square feet.

and any additional relief that may be
required from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on March 14, 2016
at 8:15 p.m. in Room 108 of the Cranford
Township Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any
person or persons affected by this applica-
tion will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant
Kevin & Marlene Buckman

24 Colby Lane
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 2/25/16, The Leader Fee: $44.37

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-15-042
to be located in Zone: R-4, on the premises
known as 35 Mansion Terrace, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, Block No. 501, Lot No.
6, has been submitted by: Kate Friedman
of 35 Mansion Terrace, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

Lot coverage over the maximum permit-
ted coverage and placing a patio in a
required front yard

and any additional relief that may be
required from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on March 14, 2016
at 8:15 p.m. in Room 108 of the Cranford
Township Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any
person or persons affected by this applica-
tion will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant
Kate Friedman

35 Mansion Terrace
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 2/25/16, The Leader Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-036767-15
FILE NO. 20921-15

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
JOHN D. SIERCO; PHYLLIS
A. SIERCO, HIS WIFE;
YOCASTA DE CLEBERT;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which US BANK CUST F/ TOWER DBW III
is the plaintiff and JOHN D. SIERCO, ET
ALS; are defendants, pending in the Supe-
rior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Divi-
sion, UNION County and bearing Docket
No. F-036767-15 within thirty-five (35) days
after February 25, 2016 exclusive of such
date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 12-00210,
sold on 6/3/2013, dated 6/10/2013, and
was recorded on 8/7/2013 in Book 13638
at Page 253, made by PAUL M. LESNIAK,
Collector of Taxes of ELIZABETH, and
State of New Jersey to US BANK CUST F/
TOWER DBW III and subsequently as-
signed to plaintiff, US BANK CUST F/
TOWER DBW III. This covers real estate
located in ELIZABETH, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT
118 BLOCK 7 as shown on the Tax As-
sessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
ELIZABETH and concerns premises com-
monly known as 608-610 COURT
STREET, ELIZABETH, New Jersey.

YOU, JOHN D. SIERCO and PHYLLIS
A. SIERCO, HIS WIFE, are made party
defendants to the above foreclosure ac-
tion because you are the owners of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.

YOU, YOCASTA DE CLEBERT, are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because on February 13,
2015, a judgment was entered in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Essex County,
by Yocasta De Clebert and State of New
Jersey against 106 Washington Ave LLC
T/A Pistusa Furniture and John Sierco,
President, Individually disclosing a debt in
the amount of $6,626.00, with interest.
Said judgment was entered as Judgment
No. DJ-029190-2015. Said judgment is
subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  February 19, 2016

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 2/25/16, The Leader Fee: $75.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Mon-
day, March 7, 2016 at 7:30 PM in the Town
of Westfield Municipal Building, Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, a PUBLIC HEAR-
ING will be held by the Planning Board of
the Town of Westfield for minor subdivi-
sion and variance approvals (Section
11.06E1: lot area – 12,000 square feet
required, 11,386 square feet proposed Lot
2.01; Section 11.06E2: lot area within 160
feet of front lot line – 12,000 square feet
required, 11,386 square feet proposed Lot
2.01; Section 11.06E4: lot depth – 120 feet
required, 109.24 feet proposed Lot 2.01,
100.63 feet proposed Lot 2.02; Section
11.06E5: front yard setback (Hyslip Av-
enue) – 46.1 feet required, 25.5 feet pro-
posed Lot 2.02; Section 11.06E7: rear
yard setback – 35 feet required, 12.5 feet
proposed Lot 2.02) and for such other
variances, relief and/or waivers that may
be required upon an analysis of the plans
and testimony at the PUBLIC HEARING
on the Application submitted by the Appli-
cant/Owner, Audrey Kelly-Murray, for the
property located at 754 Hyslip Avenue
(705 Tuxford Turn), Block 4404, Lot 2 on
the Tax Map of the Town of Westfield. The
property is located in the RS-12 Zone and
the Applicant is proposing to demolish the
existing home, subdivide the property into
two new lots and construct a new single-
family home on each lot.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION in the office of the Town Engineer,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, during that office’s normal busi-
ness hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 2/25/16, The Leader Fee: $42.33

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HALF OF A DOUBLE TROUBLE PUNCH...Ryan Bebel, shown competing in the 200-Individual Medley (Hunterdon
Central meet), and his brother Eric have added a lethal punch for the Blue Devils this season.
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Blue Devils Sprint Past Rams in UCT B-ball
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Magnificent Estate     837 Ramapo Way, Westfield

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE• WESTFIELD, NJ 07090• (908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2015
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052

Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

This spectacular 6 bedroom, 5.2 bath home completely renovated and expanded in 2011 is an architectural masterpiece. Elegance and sophistication is balanced by the smart living
design throughout. The family room opens to an exquisite, gourmet professional chef’s kitchen and quartzite counters, large center island and top of the line stainless steel appliances
including a Wolf 6 burner gas stove and pot filler. The master bedroom retreat with sumptuous bath, state of the art office, and much more are included on 4 floors of gracious living.
Distinctive features include inviting marble floor in center hall, stunning hardwood floors, arched entryways, deep crown moldings, outdoor shower and sweeping driveway. The heated
porte-cochere leads to a delightful yoga studio, sculpted garden beds and original well house used for property irrigation. Lush lawns along with multi-tiered patios and stone fireplace
are dramatically lit and ideal for daytime and evening enjoyment. Convenient to award winning town, schools, and NY transportation. Offered at $3,900,000.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

Blue Devil Swim Boys Douse
Passaic Tech in Semi, 103-67

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The No. 1 ranked Westfield High
School boys’ swim team cleared the
final hurdle on its way to earning a
shot at redemption that has served as
their motivation throughout the cur-
rent season. Westfield easily glided
past Passaic Tech, 103-67, in the semi-
finals of the NJSIAA Public A Tour-
nament on February 17 at the Raritan
Bay YMCA pool in Perth Amboy.

The Blue Devils got a balanced
performance across their lineup with
seniors Ryan Daniel and Sean
Gallagher picking up key early wins
in the 200IM and the 50 Free to
propel the winning effort. The vic-
tory kept Westfield’s season mark
unblemished at 15-0 and more im-
portantly, set the stage for a rematch
in the State Finals with Cherry Hill
East, the school that defeated them
last year in a classic, 86-84 show-
down.

“Being undefeated and striving to
make it back to the finals has fueled
us the entire season,” said senior Blake
Taylor. “All of us, since day one, have
had the goal of getting back to the
finals with the idea of winning it this
time.”

For much of the season the biggest
opponent facing this Blue Devil team
seemed to be the memory of a heart-
breaking loss last year in the champi-
onship meet. Few schools appeared

capable of challenging Westfield on
their march back to the finals and
Wednesday’s foe, Passaic Tech, was
the latest in a long line of vanquished
foes. Though Passaic Tech managed
to win four races against Westfield,
the Blue Devils’ incredible depth had
the outcome well in hand early.

Blue Devils Lucas Fan, Colin
Daniel, Aedan Collins and Austin
Kreusser got things started off fast
with a win in the 200 Medley Relay
(1:43.04). Ryan Bebel followed with
a win in the 200 Freestyle (1:49.79).
From there, Ryan Daniel continued
the trend by taking first place in the
200IM (2:04.28) ahead of Blue Devil
teammate Eric Bebel (2:06.42) who
finished second.

“I actually felt a little off during the
race,” said Ryan Daniel. “I managed
to get it back on the second half of the
race. But really, I thought I swam
better in other races.”

Blue Devil Jack Cifelli took the 50
Free by posting a blistering 23.36
touching just ahead of fellow Blue
Devil Walter Sincox (23.80). Passaic
Tech came back with a win in the 100
Butterfly where Laice Baloush turned
in a winning time of 55.45.

Aedan Collins came back with a
victory in the 100 Freestyle (51.06),
which gave the Blue Devils a com-
manding, 61-33 lead in the overall
points.

Garret Pilkington claimed the 500

Free for Passaic Tech (5:06.61).
Westfield came right back with a win
in the 200 Free Relay where the team
of Ryan Bebel, Jack Fico, David
Lindros and Ryan Daniel bested the
field in 1:33.01.

Passaic Tech’s Joseph Malicki took
the 100 Backstroke (57.13) ahead of
Westfield’s Stefan Crigler (58.07).
Eric Bebel claimed the 100 Breast-
stroke (1:03.15).

Passaic Tech closed out the day
with a win in the 400 Freestyle Relay
where the foursome of Diego Varona,
Pietro Urteaga, Brandon Matos and
Garret Pilkington clocked in at
3:29.11.

The victory set the Blue Devils up
for a berth in the state final where, as
fate would have it, they would get the
rematch with the foe that vanquished
them last year. Cherry Hill East re-
turns to the final in a match that was
scheduled for February 21 at the Col-
lege of New Jersey. It was to be the
third straight final round meeting
between the two schools. If Westfield
prevailed against Cherry Hill East it
would have been the third state title in
the last four seasons for this Blue
Devil senior class and the sixth in the
last nine years for the school overall.

“I’m confident that we are on track
and right where we want to be,” said
Ryan Daniel. “We will bring it on
Sunday. This is what we’ve been
waiting for all year.”

beyond the 3-point line, Mele fired a
bullet just to the right of the basket
where Murray pulled off a soft Alley
Oop stuff.

“We like to have a lot of fun too,”
commented Murray.

“We have been playing like that
since fourth grade. It’s get the re-
bound and throw it to whoever is
open,” added senior/co-captain Parker
Hess (6 points, 3-pointer), who re-
cently became the WHS 3-point
leader, surpassing his brother Keegan
(WHS 2013).

“We have been thinking about that
for a while. He’s [Keegan] been try-
ing to get into my head all season. It’s
a good accomplishment but our team
comes first,” Hess said.

In addition to Hess, the Blue Devils
have several members, such as Pierre,
LaCorte and Mele, who can be quite
influential banging the 3-pointers.

“We worked hard in the summer, a
lot of shooting every single day. We
are going to go to that every game. If
someone’s not hot, another guy is.
That’s how it works,” Hess said.

Mele became the recipient of as-
sists from Pierre and Murray, respec-
tively, in the second quarter and
banged a pair of 3-pointers, while

Murray rolled in a pair of lay-ups to
push the halftime lead to 34-21.

The Blue Devils found LaCorte to
be the open man with the hot hand in
the third quarter. LaCorte, who fin-
ished with 18 points and five re-
bounds, swished three of his four 3-
pointers in the quarter, finishing with
13 points in the 17-12 Blue Devil
run that set them up with a com-
manding 51-33 lead entering the
fourth quarter.

“We dwell on that in practice,
constantly moving the ball. He’s
[Head Coach Daryl Palmieri] al-
ways getting on us to not being
selfish. The idea is move the ball
and get open shots,” Hess said. “If
someone’s hot, we give him the

ball. Feed the hot one.”
After that 11-0 run in the fourth

quarter, which included LaCorte’s
fourth 3-pointer and his put-back, in
came the reserves. Jeff Gagum and
Justice Bowers led the reserves in the
fourth quarter with four points each.

The Blue Devils were well aware
of the shooting abilities of Rams
Trevonne Judson, who netted 12
points, Tyrale Chavez (8 points), and
especially Josh Jones, whom they
held to nine 9 points.

“He’s a pretty good player. We went
over their plays. We knew what each
player was trying to do. We came in
prepared for the game. We scouted
them pretty well. I think we executed
that. We got to thank the coaches for
that,” Murray said. “We knew they
were a scrappy team. We have played
them before. We couldn’t take them
lightly. We have to go game by game.”

“We got the job done. The most
important thing was we got the win.
Everyone was having fun. When we
are having fun, we are playing well,”
Hess said.

The Blue Devils are hoping they
will have fun in their quarterfinal
showdown with the fourth-seeded
Union Catholic Vikings. The Blue

Devils had defeated the Vikings in
overtime in their first meeting but lost
in the second showdown.

“We’ve really been looking for-
ward to that game, circled it in our
schedule. We were the five seeder.
We knew we were going to end up
with them, so we are going to come
prepared. We are going to do as much
as we can to try to get a win, get into
the semifinals,” Hess said.
Roselle 12   9 12 17 50
Westfield 19 15 17 22 73

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUBLIC A STATE CHAMPIONS...The Blue Devil boys swim team captured state title No. 26 with a 102-68 dousing of
Cherry Hill East in the Public A championship meet at The College of New Jersey on February 21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO CUT OFF A RAM...Blue Devil Nick Mele, No. 23, looks to cut off the drive of a Ram in the Union County
Tournament game against Roselle in Westfield on February 17. Westfield won, 73-50.
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The Laser Dental Group P.C.

 301 Lenox Avenue 1205 Coolidge Avenue
 Westfield, NJ 07090 Union, NJ 07083
 908-232-2136 908-686-2080

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com

Dental implants have been known to exist for more than 2000 years according to
historians. Earliest known implants took the form of carved stones evolving to carved
ivory, casted metal and eventually into titanium placed in place of the extracted tooth,
drilled screwed or hammered into place.  Modern day dental implants were pioneered
by a Swedish professor Per-Ingvar Branemark in the early 1980’s, and are surgically
placed in the jaw. They are known as endosseous or root-form implants made of titanium.
Once placed, they become fused to the bone, and the implant fixture or fixtures can be
used to restore a tooth, several teeth or all the teeth by either, cementing, attaching by
screws, or having a detachable appliance that snaps into place. There are several
components and instruments needed in order to restore a dental implant fixture.

There is no denying the fact that implants are successful and last many years when
properly maintained by your dentist.  Because of their success, new implant companies
are sprouting up all over the world with new companies appearing on the horizon every
year! Just like in the auto industry, each company has different parts, sets of instruments
and tools in order to “work” on their product.  However, just like any other industry,
implant companies do fail and go out of business. So these “specials” that you see
advertised may not end up to be such a good bargain given the test of time.

So what makes a good implant system? A long track record is one criterion to use.
Another gauge is worldwide appeal and availability. Regional and smaller companies
have good clinical success also, but due to lack of acceptance, they may not survive,
and their components and instrumentation would become difficult or impossible to obtain
should problems arise. Successful implant companies can be found worldwide and
have other companies copying their design. This makes componentry and
instrumentation more readily available.

Patients that have artificial joints usually get a document that informs them the
manufacturer, lot and reference number to what have been placed. This valuable
information will allow another physician anywhere in the world to treat this patient should
a problem or defects arise.

Dental implant fixtures should be treated in the same manner. A document should be
provided to you by the treating dentist that specifies which company, type, size, reference,
and lot number of the dental implant placed. Granted that few problems occur with
dental implants, but should something occur, any dentist with the proper information
anywhere in the world would be able to obtain the necessary componentry and
instrumentation to treat you.

Be informed. Discuss with your dentist what system would be best for you. Obtain proper
documentation to what implant has been placed. Unlike an automobile, when it gets old
and breaks down, you cannot just go out and trade it in for a new one. Once an implant
fixture fuses to the bone, it would be difficult to remove and replace with a different
fixture. Being able to obtain the necessary parts and instruments to treat them is vital.

Not all dental implants are the same

Peter Louie, D.M.D.
General  Dentistry

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555 x 113

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate, International President's Circle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2015
Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441
Email: jmmorgan4@gmail.com

126 North Euclid Avenue, Westfield Priced at $999,000
Location, location, location...Welcome home to this beautifully maintained, elegant home located
just outside of Westfield's award-winning downtown. This lovingly maintained five bedroom home
has preserved it's gorgeous architectural details and stunning millwork. The gracious floor plan includes
four levels of sophisticated living space, a covered front porch and large, serene yard just perfect for
entertaining – a truly unique opportunity to own a timeless center hall colonial in an ideal location!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 28th • 1-4PM

Follow me on Twitter @JeanMarieMorgan to get a Sneak Peek
at our new listings at #209Central...the #1 real estate office!

want to go out there and wrestle my
best,” Phillippe said.

Cougar junior Vince Concina won
his second title with a 9-1 majority
decision over Charlie Buckley (B) in
the 145-lb final.

“I couldn’t get the shrug but I was
working on snapdowns. I usually look
to Turk him, so I just rode him out,”
Concina said.

Looking to the regions, he said,
“It’s just one match at a time. I am
looking to go down to Atlantic City.”

Next came Cougar junior Brian
McGovern who won his second title
with a 5-2 decision over Juan Miranda
(E). “I couldn’t get to my blast double.
He had a good stance. He was a
strong kid. I had to look to my singles,
my Russians,” McGovern said.

As to regions he said, “Same thing
that Vince said. ‘One match at a time.’
I am looking to make a name for
myself and head down to Atlantic City.”

Raider Jaylen Bryant used a cradle
to pin Cougar Dylan Budnik (took
third place) in 2:26 to advance to the
195-lb finals. Bryant used his devas-
tating double-leg tackles to set up his
offense.

“I have been working on it all sea-
son. Especially with [Coach Marc]
Fabiano because at the beginning of
the season, you noticed it wasn’t like

that at Del Val/South Plainfield. I
drive through, he goes straight to his
back. I am pretty sure this will help
me out at regions. I really want this
district title,” Bryant said.

His cradle was also quite persua-
sive. “Actually Sam Wustefeld taught
me that. I use a tight waist, get the far
ankle, lock it up and go for the cradle.
We just kept drilling it all day yester-
day and now it’s my go-to move,”
Bryant said.

His title bout was going to be a war
with Brearley’s Saverio Salcfas. “I
wrestled him before. I lost by three
points. I am already in the regions. I
am just going to go at him and see what
happens. I am excited,” Bryant said.

In the final, Salcfas had a 5-3 lead
until he pinned Bryant with a back
trip-to-back in 5:11.

Cougar junior Alex Esposito won
his first district title, to go with his
county title, with a 5-2 decision over
Blue Devil Phil Ricca in the 220-lb
final.

“I put a lot of work in the off-
season and made it up here and I am
proud of myself. It wasn’t easy,”
Esposito said

In regions, Esposito may see a pos-
sible rematch with South Plainfield’s
seventh-ranked Zach DelVecchio,
who salvaged a 5-4 victory in their

last meeting.
“I am definitely going to come out

a lot harder next time I see him. I can’t
wait to see how it comes out,” Esposito
said.

In only his second year of wrestling,

Cougar Kevin Doran defeated Anto-
nio Pugh (L), 5-3, for the 285-lb crown.

“Last year I was worried about not
getting pinned for the team, but this
year I took a totally new approach. I
would go out there wanting to pin kids.

I put the work in. It feels great to know
I’m a district champ now,” Doran said.

Doran clinched the bout when he
pulled Pugh toward him and caught
his left leg for a takedown.

“I think I was like one for ten on my
snaps. Once I got that one, I knew I
could pretty much hand fight until
the end. It worked out pretty well,”
Doran said.

Blue Devil junior Zach Rabinowitz
had confidence in choosing the top
position in an overtime tiebreaker with
Cougar Conor Halpin (took third) at
106-lbs and it paid off when he was
able to control him for the required 30
seconds to advance to the finals.

“The last time I wrestled him in the
counties, It came back to ultimate
ride out as well. I decided to choose
down. He rode me out and I lost. I
was thinking this time I don’t want to
make the same decision, so I knew I
could ride for 30 seconds,”
Rabinowitz explained.

In his next bout with Sabri Murray
(R), Rabinowitz said, “I know him. I
wrestled him a couple of times. He
beat me 9-1 the last time we wrestled.
I am going to try to close that gap. He’s
a really good wrestler. He’s quick. I
just have to slow him down, bring him
into my match and go at him.”

Murray won the title with an 8-2

decision. Javier Arrendondo (L) won
the 126-lb title with a 1:12 pin over
Kevin Bazan (E). Brearley’s Tim
Murphy won the 138-lb title with a 6-
3 decision over Cougar Mike Nigro.
Raider Mike Ramos placed third at
152-lbs and Blue Devil Emmett Smith
took third at 120-lbs.

CHAMPIONSHIP:
132: — Scorese (C) tf Phillippe (S) 15-0
138: — Murphy (B) d Nigro (C) 6-3
145: — Concina (C) md Buckley (B) 9-1
152: — McGovern (C) d Miranda (E) 5-2
160: — Gozdieski (W) d Busch (C) 5-0
170: — Wustefeld (S) p Miller (W) 6:55
OT
182: — Cappello (C) d Vernot (L) 5-0
195: — Salcfas (B) p Bryant (S) 5:11
220: — Esposito (C) d Ricca (W) 5-2
Hwt: — Doran (C) d Pugh (L) 5-3
106: — Murray (R) d Rabinowitz (W) 8-2
113: — Capece (C) d Hoerle (W) 8-4
120: — DiGiovanni (C) won disqualifi-
cation over Rhise Royster (R)
126: — Arrendondo (L) p Bazan (E) 1:12

THIRD PLACE:
106: — Conor Halpin (C)
113: — Justin Sidebottom (S)
120: — Emmett Smith (W)
126: — Antonio Delmau (R)
132: — Jason Winters (R)
138: — Lovensky Phillippe (R)
145: — Noel Diaz (L)
152: — Mike Ramos (S)
160: — Rasheem Paige (R)
170: — Andrew Tompkins (C)
182: — Pernell Williams (E)
195: — Dylan Budnik (C)
220: — Azir Lawson (E)
Hwt: — Danage Oliver (E)

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTROL OF THE LEG...Rahway’s Sabri Murray, right, has a good grip on Blue Devil Zack Rabinowitz’s leg in the 106-
lb title bout. Murray recorded an 8-2 decision to claim the 106-lb District 11 title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUGGED BATTLE INTO OVERTIME...Raider Sam Wustefeld, front, and Blue Devil Jack Miller battled into an overtime
bout at 170-lb. Wustefeld won in overtime to grab a District 11 title and the Outstanding Wrestler Award.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHAMPION AT 145-LBS...Cougar junior Vince Concina, right, won his second
District 11 title with a 9-1 majority decision over Brearley Bear junior Charlie
Buckley at 145-lbs on February 20.
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Cougar Girls Top Summit in UCT Hoops, 55-44
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WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2015
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052

Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

Westfield...This stunning "Bermuda House" with spectacular grounds exquisitely land-
scaped is set on a gorgeous 3/4 acre property.  It offers a sophisticated lifestyle with
extraordinary flair.  A secluded veranda welcomes you into a gracious living room with a
stone fireplace, light-filled windows and gleaming oak floors.  A backdoor from the living
room opens to an expansive two-tiered deck with covered awning overlooking the serene
backyard.  A formal dining room hosts double French doors that open to the front courtyard.
The newer gourmet kitchen is appointed with custom cabinetry, granite counters, tile back
splash, top of the line appliances.  Further back in the home is a generous family room with
vaulted ceiling, built-in cabinetry and random width pegged floors. The master bedroom has
a walk-in closet and updated bath.  The lower level features a recreation room, bath, and
phenomenal storage.  This Wychwood gem is close to excellent schools, parks, country
club, shopping, dining and NY transportation. Offered at $1,199,000.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

Exquisite Home

507 Wychwood Road

Open Daily 11 am - 6 pm  |  1607 Shackamaxon Drive, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Download the new Toll Brothers app todayDesign trends, tips, 
recipes – fi nd it all at

TollTV.com

Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices 
subject to change without notice. Apple and the Apple logo 
are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other 
countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 
Google Play is a trademark of Google Inc.

The only new active adult community in Scotch Plains off ering 
luxurious carriage homes with amazing lake and golf course views.

Now Open!

Low-maintenance lifestyle
First-fl oor master suites

Surrounded by the prestigious 
Shackamaxon Country Club
PRICED FROM THE $800,000s

908-654-3888  |  EnclaveatShackamaxon.com

Early on it was Wichelns, who led the
way. The sophomore swiped away a
crosscourt pass and converted it into a
lay-up early in the second quarter then
followed that by canning a long range
3-point shot to put Cranford up, 16-7,
with six minutes left in the first half.
Moments later, Wichelns would drain
another three to put the Cougars ahead,
23-11, with three minutes to go before
the break. Cranford would take a 26-
18 lead into the locker room.

In the second half, it was
Williamson who got hot. Williamson
converted Pace’s steal into a fast break
lay-up and then repeated the feat sec-
onds later with another transition lay-
up. Pace then stole the ensuing
inbounds pass attempt and converted
another lay-up to put the Cougars
ahead 32-18 less than a minute into
the third quarter.

“This was definitely one of our
better performances of the year,” said
Pace, a senior who is headed for Mt.
St. Mary’s in Maryland next fall. “I
think we are playing our best ball in a
long time right now. We had a lot of
things going right tonight.”

Summit, leaders of the UCC Moun-
tain Division (13-8 overall, 8-2 divi-
sion), was paced by its outstanding
low post player, Cassidy O’Malley,
who scored 25 points in the game.

Despite the gaudy numbers, O’Malley
was well contained by the Cranford
frontcourt duo of Isabella Speer and
Julia Schork. Together the senior
combo did a great job of making life
difficult for the Hilltopper high scorer.
Speer had eight rebounds and six
blocked shots.

“I’ve been playing against her since
seventh grade in AAU ball,” said
Speer. “She is a great player. My
main job is to get rebounds and kick
out the ball if the immediate shot is
not there. I thought we did a good job
of limiting them to one shot early in
the game tonight.”

Pace connected on a pull up jumper
with just under two minutes remain-
ing in the third quarter then scored on
a fast break ahead of the field with :30
seconds left to give Cranford a 43-25
lead. Cerys MacLelland (6 points, 10
rebounds, 5 steals) scored on a
baseline jumper as the buzzer sounded
to put the Cougars in command, 45-
27, heading into the fourth quarter.

Summit would get no closer than
11 points in the final quarter. The
victory set up a third meeting with the
second-seeded New Providence Pio-
neers, who defeated Governor
Livingston to earn their slot in the
semifinals. New Providence has de-
feated Cranford twice this season.

“New Providence has a lefty guard,
Katie Kinum, that is phenomenal,” said
Dyer. “We’ve played two close games
against them this season. We are look-
ing forward to playing them again.”

Cranford will get their shot at
Kinum and the Pioneers this Friday,
February 26 in Rahway at 6 p.m.
Summit   5 13   9 17 44
Cranford 11 15 19 10 55

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP THE PLAY...Cougar Bela Speer, with ball, looks to pass to Cam Wichelns, No. 32, during the Union County
Tournament game with the Summit Hilltoppers in Rahway on February 20. The Cougars won, 55-44.

Scotch Plains: 10/23/15
James and Amber BraceGirdle to

Paolo F. and Jennifer Santaniello, 172
Mountainview Avenue, $391,300.

Mathew and Lisa Bolton to Joseph
S Deluca and Jillian Ayers, 2255
Mountain Avenue, $400,000.

Kelly and Christopher M Kenny to
Robyn Herb, 532 William Street,
$422,000.

Maureen A. Gillmore to
Madhabanananda and Brata
Bhattacharjee, 18 Riga Court,
$370,000.

Mary E. West to Michael Galbraith,
4 Johnson Street, $60,000.

William McNamara to Chung-Loy
Family LLC., 715 Jerusalem Road,
$825,000.

Sowon and Jeremy Sawyer to Mat-
thew and Corinne Varhley, 2280 North
Avenue, $392,500.

Kathleen Rutter to Vinlex Real
Estate LLC., 2220 Princeton Avenue,
$292,500.

Florence C. Ware Revocableliving
Trust to 1134 Washington Aveneu
LLC., 1134 Washington Avenue,
$200,000.

Jane L. Merrick to Walter R. and
Lorraine Borek, 1115 Maple Hill
Road, $400,000.

Dorothy Ranucci to Chris and Sara
H. Hetzel, 2117 Jersey Avenue,
$510,000.

Sherry A. Beck to John G. and
Kathleen Caprio, 2155 Seward Drive,
$500,000.

Leo J. and Theresa M. Lamarre to
Ronald E. and Lisa M. Mahaffey,
1965 Duncan Drive, $625,000.

Jeffrey and Melissa Wolf to An-
thony and Phyllis Manno, 1593 Lam-
berts Mill Road, $469,000.

Judith-Ellan Denitzio to M2 Part-
ners LLC., 1600 Lamberts Mill Road,
$295,000.

Anthony J. and Lainie R. Ventura
to Mathew D. Bolton and Lisa M., 2
Black Birch Road, $620,000.

John L. and Jodi L. Cirincione to
Jeffrey A. and Vicki L. Dembiec,
1980 Farmingdale Road, $995,000.

Jay J. Tracy to 1801 Lake Avenue
Aquisition LLC., 1801 Lake Avenue,
$440,000.

Philip M. and Maureen E. Leitner
to Deborah Lockatell, 31 Maddaket
Village, $320,000.

Peter Senkowski to Veremi Prop-
erties LLC., 1670 Raritan Road,
$350,000.

Peter A. and Clair L. Clarke to
Jonathan E. Duvys Molina, 16 Heri-
tage Lane, $705,000.

John S. and Evelyn J. Gayara to
Melissa and Jeffery Wolf, 22 High-
lander Drive, $675,000.

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Scott Irslinger and Nancy Irslinger
to Gregory and Roedel Demeter, 1280
Cushing Road, $405,000.

Anna Miranda to Miranda Living
Trust, 1212 Sleepy Hollow Lane,
$19,000.

Franco and Karen Ann Garcia to
Keith E. and Kristine A. Operkuch,
18 Round Hill Road, $720,000.

Westfield: 11/16/15
Mark and Christina Rainville to

Elegant Homes NJ LLC., 11 Kent
Place. $785,000.

Steven R. and Fujimi Kay to Royal
Properties Holdings LLC., 140 Madi-
son Avenue, $450,000.

Scott D. and Kathleen F. Davis to
Brian P. and Kimberly R. Bouycher,
312 Woods End Road, $604,000.

Estate of Luis A. Villarin to Lenny
and Jodie Borenstein, 436 Roanoke
Road, $750,000.

Ralph and Linda Sweeney and
Catherine Mlnarczyk to Daniel A.
and Lisa J. Jemal, 16 Breeze Knoll
Drive, $1,300,000.

J. Frederick and Loretta Merriman
to Elshiekh Enterprises LLC., 707
Embree Cresent, $501,000.

Myles F. and Margaret M. Driscoll
to Messercola Brothers Building Co.
INC., 605 Short Hills Court, $560,000.

Allan J. and Christine Weingarten
to Jamie and Riki Newmand, 708
forest Avenue, $610,000.

V-5 400 Birch LLC. to Daniel and
Maya Brownstein, 400 Birch Place,
$862,875.

Estate of Margaret Seigle to War-
ren R and Penny L. Steckler, 302c
Clark Street, $430,000.

Michael and Piper Magera to Jef-
frey and Megan Boorjian, 571 top-
ping Hill Road, $1,180,000.

Gary and Jane L. McCready to
Frank and Jasmine Castelli, 39
Mohican Drive, $675,000.

Theresa DiMaria and Stephen
Caffo to Timothy J. Britten and
Kathleen M. McDowell, 118 Harrison
Avenue, $1,050,000.

James and Paula Ohaus to Michael
and Maria Fallacara, 629 tremont
Avenue, $2,238,872.

Peter J. Romer and Bruce M. Egan
to Caherly Enterprises LLC. and Cre-
ative Beginnings LLC., 808 South
Avenue West, $885,000.

Michael Mahoney LLC. to Aprille
Adoremos, 517 Cumberland Street,
$705,000.

Michael Mahoney LLC. to Mathieu
and Arlene Steinwald, 519
Cumberland Street, $705,000.

James Williams To 114 North
Scotch Plains Rd LLC., 114 North
Scotch Plains Avenue, $281,000.

Estate of Joseph C. Grausam to

Nicholas and Brianne Tysk, 705 First
Street, $450,000.

Michael Mahoney LLC. to Michael
and Rebecca Miesch, 547 Pierson
Street, $855,000.

Angela Piggee and Mia Piggee and
Reginald Piggee to Rakesh Nair and
Leena Das, 558 Summit Avenue,
$650,000.

Susan Massa to Westfield Prime
Properties LLC., 521 Carleton Road,
$512,500.

Debra A. Ryan to Penelope S. Sur,
515 Trinity Place, $374,500.

Michael A. Bono and Amy Bono
Geldert to Jayesh Joseph and Roopa
Ambooken, 525 Hillcrest Avenue,
$575,000.

Martino W. Laurenzi and geraldine
J. MacDonnell to Lawrence Einbund
Trustee of the Digital Soup and Nuts
trust, 403 South Euclid Avenue,
$1,210,000.

Evan and Lesley Landa to Brian
and Dana Surowitz, 812 Coolidge
Street, $690,000.

Jonathan and Nicole Jacobs to John
and Jennifer Moshier, 711 Fairacres
Avenue, $850,000.

Estate of Eleanor Taylor to Elchiekh
Enterprises LLC., 1001 Coolidge
Street, $635,000.

Frank B. and Regina J. Ellis to Kui
Shao and Jianying Xiao, 15 Marlin
Court, $840,000.

Lawton Mcallister to Stevena and
Layanna Borghese, 145 Windsor
Avenue, $275,000.

R. Patrick Width to G.M. Harbt
Enerprises LLC., 616 Summit Av-
enue, $635,000.

Russell and Cassie Rabadeau to
Janette Wisiak, 830 Rahway Avenue,
$535,000.

Robert F. and Maureen Z. Boyle -
Trust to Mark and Bianca Wright,
771 Knollwood Terrace, $950,000.

Brian and Shirley Burton to Pre-
mier Design Custom Homes LLC.,
713 Knollwood terrace, $550,000.

Mark and Christina Brizendine to
Damiel J. and Rebecca A. Eisenberg,
1023 Seward Avenue, $540,000.

Novikov Brothers Properties LLC.
to Jon and Cynthia Klimaszewski,
725 Willow Grove Road, $1,715,400.

Michael R. Smith to Jared Krick
and Kathryn Blaze, 437 West grove
Street, $470,000.

Elegant Homes Nj LLC. to Brett
and Alissa Bushinger, 835 Tice Place,
$625,000.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township of Scotch Plains has
scheduled a SPECIAL BUDGET
WORKSESSION for Saturday, March 5,
2016 at 9:00 o’clock AM. The purpose of
the meeting is to review two Proposals
submitted for:
2016 Municipal Budget Worksession

Formal action will not be taken at this
meeting.

The meeting will be held in the 2nd Floor
Meeting Room at the Township Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey. The Township of Scotch Plains
does not discriminate against persons with
disabilities. Those individuals requiring
auxiliary aids and services must notify the
ADA Coordinator of the Township of Scotch
Plains as soon as possible in advance of
the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 2/25/16, The Times Fee: $23.46
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Scotch Plains Rescue Squad:
Dangers of Hypothermia

SCOTCH PLAINS — Bundle up!
It’s cold outside. Freezing tempera-
tures can not only make people un-
comfortable, but can be dangerous as
well. A drop in body temperature can
cause the heart and other organs to
work inefficiently. An extreme drop
can lead to hypothermia, which can
totally shut down one’s heart and
respiratory system and lead to death.
Of course, the elderly and infants are
more at risk, but even young, healthy
people can be affected, especially if
alcohol is consumed.

Hypothermia is a life-threatening
condition that needs immediate emer-
gency medical intervention. At first,
mild symptoms such as dizziness,
nausea, some shivering, fatigue, an
increased heart rate and faster breath-
ing may appear. As it progresses,
slow, shallow breathing, slurred
speech, confusion, loss of coordina-
tion, shivering, and a slow, weak pulse
can occur. If a person notices some-
one having any of these symptoms,
they should get medical help as soon
as possible. However, if emergency
assistance is not immediately avail-
able, it is important to warm the per-
son quickly and to get him or her into
a heated, dry place if possible. Re-
move any wet garments and replace
with dry clothing and blankets. If the
individual is conscious, he or she can
be given warm liquids, but alcohol
and caffeine should be avoided. If
nothing else is available, the person
providing aid can use his or her own
body heat to try to warm the person.
With severe cases of hypothermia,

shivering may stop and loss of con-
sciousness, along with insufficient or
non-existent breathing and pulse, may
follow. In this case, 911 should be
called and CPR initiated.

If one has to be out in cold weather,
there are things that can be done to
prevent hypothermia. As per the Mayo
Clinic guidelines, “before you or your
children step out into cold air, re-
member the advice that follows with
the simple acronym COLD — cover,
overexertion, layers, dry.” First and
foremost, wear a hat. This will pre-
vent body heat from escaping through
the head and face. Choose mittens
instead of gloves, which by keeping
fingers in contact will be more effec-
tive at keeping hands warm. If exer-
cising, take it easy. The more an indi-
vidual sweats, the wetter their cloth-
ing will become, therefore increas-
ing loss of body heat. Layer on the
clothes, and choose wool, silk and
polypropylene, which are best at re-
taining body heat. People should keep
themselves and their clothing as dry
as possible. With a little preparation,
they can stay safe and warm this
winter season.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is
a volunteer organization of Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors. With over
90 volunteers, the squad answers calls
not only in Scotch Plains but in sur-
rounding towns as well when needed.
Besides answering calls, the public
will see squad ambulances at many
special events held in town, such as
Scotch Plains Day, the Memorial Day
Parade, high school football games,
and the summer concerts on the Vil-
lage Green. Squad personnel also are
available to provide demonstrations
for Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops,
clubs, and any other group that may
be interested in what the squad does.
In addition, the squad lends out wheel-
chairs, crutches, canes and other as-
sorted medical equipment free of
charge. Members of the community
are encouraged to reach out to the
squad if there is something the squad
can do for them, at
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com
or (908) 322-2103 for non-emergen-
cies.

* * *
Contributing Author: Susan

Baldani, a member of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

BOWLING NIGHT...The North Jersey Alumni Club of Alpha Phi Delta National
Fraternity held their annual bowling night on January 30 at Garwood Lanes.
More than 30 members and their guests were in attendance. Jeff Clarke of
Fanwood led the pack with a high game of 236. Proceeds from the event will go
towards the Americo “Em” Farulo Scholarship Fund. Brother Farulo founded
the alumni club in 1952. In recent years the club has held more than a half-dozen
events per year in Union County, and 2016 will be no different.

CLASSIFIEDS

Furniture Assist to Reopen
Sunday In New Location

AREA — Furniture Assist, which
provides furniture and other house-
hold goods to people in need, has
announced that it will reopen in its
new location this Sunday, February
28. The organization was forced to
close last August when its old ware-
house was sold and all the tenants
were told to vacate. Furniture As-
sist searched for a new warehouse
in the area and signed a lease on
January 1. It obtained a certificate
of occupancy this past week.

Since Furniture Assist was able
to place all donated items with fami-

lies in need before moving, it must
re-stock. The organization is in need
of dishes, glasses, silverware, lin-
ens, clothes, toys, baby items, lamps
and pictures. It will not be able to
accept furniture for a few more
weeks while some renovations are
completed.

Items may be brought this Sun-
day, between the hours of 10 a.m.
and 2 p.m., to Furniture Assist’s
new location at 24 Commerce
Street, Springfield. Anyone with
questions may e-mail the organiza-
tion at open@furnitureassist.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains (here-inafter called the “Owner”)
for:

BROOKSIDE PARK
POND CLEANING PROJECT

Sealed bids for the above named Con-
tract, which comprises the removal of sedi-
ment from the Brookside Park Pond, spill-
way repair work, and associated construc-
tion activities, at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, will be received at the
Township Council Chambers, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
on Friday, March 11, 2016, at 10:00 a.m.
prevailing time, at which time they will be
publicly unsealed and the contents pub-
licly announced.

The work includes the furnishing of all
labor, materials and equipment necessary
to complete the work as shown on the
Drawings and as described in the Specifi-
cations. The work consists of the removal
of sediments to original pond bottom, dis-
posal of sediments off-site, spillway repair/
restoration, and all else necessary for
completion of the project. The work is
located at Brookside Park on Hetfield Av-
enue in the Township of Scotch Plains and
includes: site work and general construc-
tion. The work shall be completed within
60 calendar days of the Contractor’s re-
ceipt of written Notice to Proceed.

No bid will be received unless in writing
on the forms furnished, and unless accom-
panied by bid security in the form of a bid
bond, cashier’s check, or a certified check
made payable to the Township of Scotch
Plains in an amount equal to 10% of the
amount of the total bid, but not exceeding
$20,000.

The bid shall be accompanied by a Cer-
tificate of Surety on the form included in the
Contract Docu-ments, from a surety com-
pany licensed to do business in the State
of New Jersey, which shall represent that
the surety company will provide the Con-
tractor with the required bonds in the sums
required in the Contract Documents and in
a form satisfactory to the Owner’s Attorney
and in compliance with the requirements
of law.

Bidders must use the prepared bid form
which is contained in the Contract Docu-
ments. Each individual proposal must be
separately enclosed in a sealed envelope
addressed to the Township Clerk, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076 marked on the outside with the
number of the contract(s) and name of the
project being bid on.

No bids will be received after the time
and date specified, and no bids will be
received by mail. Bids shall be received by
courier service (date and time recorded) or
shall be hand delivered. The Owner shall
award the Contract or reject all bids within

60 days of bid opening, except that the
bids of any bidders who consent thereto
may, at the request of the Owner, be held
for consideration for such longer period as
may be agreed. A copy of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
23 is included in the Section entitled “Local
Public Contract Law” of this specification.

The Owner will evaluate bids and any
award will be made to the lowest, respon-
sive, respon-sible bidder in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1. A copy of N.J.S.A
40A:11-6.1 is included in Section entitled
Local Public Contract of this specification.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any
or all bids and to waive minor informali-ties
or irregularities in bids received.

The qualification and reclassification of
bidders will be subject to the statutory
provisions contained in N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
25 to 32 (“Local Public Contract Law”).  A
copy of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-25 to 32 is in-
cluded in the Section entitled “Local Public
Contract Law” of this specification.

All bid security except the security of the
three apparent lowest responsible bidders
shall be returned, unless otherwise re-
quested by the bidder, within ten (10) days
after the opening of the bids, Sundays and
holidays excepted, and the bids of the
bidders whose bid security is returned
shall be considered withdrawn.

Each bidder must submit with his bid a
signed certificate stating that he owns,
leases or con-trols all the necessary equip-
ment required to accom-plish the work
shown and described in the Con-tract Docu-
ments. Should the bidder not be the actual
owner or leasee of such equipment, his
certificate shall state the source from which
the equipment will be obtained and, in
addition, shall be accompanied by a signed
certificate from the owner or person in
control of the equipment definitely grant-
ing to the bidder the control of the equip-
ment required during such time as may be
necessary for the completion of that por-
tion of the Contract for which it is neces-
sary. The bidder shall comply with the
documentation requirements set forth in
the Article of the Information for Bidders,
entitled, “Bidder Submissions”.

The successful bidder will be required to
submit bonds and proof of insurance on or
before execution of their respective Con-
tracts as explained in the Contract Docu-
ments.

Bidders are required to comply with all
relevant Federal and State Statutes, Rules
and Regulations including but not limited
to the applica-ble provisions of Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended
(42 USC 2000d2000D4A), the discrimina-
tion and affirmative action pro-vi-sions of
N.J.S.A. 10:21 through 10:24, the New
Jersey Law against Dis-crimina-tion,
N.J.S.A. 10:51, et seq., the rules and regu-
lations promulgated pursuant thereto, the
State requirement for bidders to supply
statements of ownership (N.J.S.A.
52:2524.2) and the State requirement for
submission of the names and addresses

of certain subcontractors (N.J.S.A.
40A:1116).

The Contract Documents (Drawings and
Specifications) may be reviewed online at
no cost at (www.bidset.com/hatchmott) or
at the office of the Township Clerk located
at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076 between the hours of 9:00
am and 3:00 PM. The Contract Documents
(Drawings and Specifications) may be ob-
tained by prospective bidders upon a non-
refundable payment of $75.00 for each set
of full-sized drawings and specifications
by calling 1-877-424-3738 or by online
request at www.bidset.com/hatchmott.
Shipping charges are additional and vari-
able depending upon the pick-up or deliv-
ery option selected by the purchaser. Con-
tract Documents will be available begin-
ning Thursday, February, 25, 2016. Ques-
tions regarding the bid must be made to
Jason Harkins via e-mail:
jason.harkins@hatchmott.com. All ques-
tions must be received on or before Tues-
day, March 1, 2016 at 12:00 pm.

If the Contract is awarded, no refunds
will be given. If for any reason the Contract
is not awarded, refunds will be made to
bidders pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:1124(b)
when the Con-tract Docu-ments are re-
turned in reasonable condition within 90
days of notice that the Contract has not
been awarded.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:531 et seq.,
bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975 c. 127, NJAC
17:27.

Each Bidder must submit with his bid an
“Ownership Disclosure Statement” and
“Non-Collusion Affidavit” on the forms in-
cluded in the Contract Docu-ments.

Bidders and their subcontractors of any
tier must comply with all applicable provi-
sions of the Public Works Contractor Reg-
istration Act, P.L. 1999, c. 238 (N.J.S.A.
34:11-56.48) and the New Jersey Prevail-
ing Wage Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25).

Pursuant to P.L. 2004, c.57 (N.J.S.A.
52:32-44) effective September 1, 2004, all
business organizations that conduct busi-
ness with a New Jersey government
agency are required to be registered with
the State of New Jersey. Bidders and their
subcontractors must submit proof that at
the time of the Bid they are registered with
the New Jersey Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue by submitting a copy
of their Business Registration Certificate
prior to Contract award.

It is the purpose of this Notice to Bidders
to summarize some of the more important
provi-sions of the Contract Documents.
Prospective bidders are cautioned not to
rely solely on this sum-mary, but to read
the Contract Documents in their entirety.

By Order of the Township of Scotch
Plains
Alexander Mirabella
Township Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/25/16, The Times Fee: $173.40

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 16th of Febru-
ary 2016.

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-1

ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER III ENTITLED “PO-
LICE REGULATIONS” BY
REPEALING EXISTING §3-7
ENTITLED, “FIREWORKS”
AND RE-PLACING IT IN ITS
ENTIRETY INTO CHAPTER
XVII ENTITLED “FIRE PRE-
VENTION” AS §17-6 “FIRE-
WORKS”.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 2/25/16, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on March
7, 2016 in the Council Chambers in the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. where
formal action may be taken to adopt the
following:

“Town of Westfield 2016 Housing
Element and Fair Share Plan”

The “Town of Westfield 2016 Housing
Element and Fair Share Plan” on file in the
Planning Office of the Town of Westfield,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be seen Monday through
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Administrative Secretary

1 T - 2/25/16, The Leader Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Non Fair and Open Con-
tract for the following Contract. This Con-
tract, and the Resolution authorizing it, are
available for public inspection in the Mu-
nicipal Building.

AWARDED TO: Mr. Timothy Hoffman, 1
Elm Street Suite 1, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.

SERVICES: 2016 Real Estate Appraiser
– Tax Appeals (Resolution No. 2016-54)

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2016
AMOUNT: nte $30,000
DATE: February 16, 2016

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 2/25/16, The Times Fee: $17.85

WESTFIELD
Monday, February 15, police filed a

report concerning the theft of a snow
blower, valued at $649. The victim, a
resident of the 500 block of Hort Street,
reported that an unknown suspect re-
moved the equipment sometime be-
tween February 12 and 13.

Monday, February 15, a resident of
the 800 block of Embree Crescent re-
ported an incident of fraud. The victim
reported numerous erroneous transac-
tions had been made from his bank
account, with losses believed to be from
$10,000 to $15,000. The victim re-
cently became aware of these transac-
tions, which started in 2014, while pre-
paring his taxes.

Monday, February 15, a resident of
the 300 block of Livingston Street re-
ported that an unknown suspect had
fraudulently opened credit accounts in
his name and charged at least $1,973.25.
The victim has contacted loss preven-
tion officials at Sprint, T-Mobile and
Macy’s. The suspect also tried to open
up additional accounts at an area jew-
elry business but was declined.

Monday, February 15, a resident of
the 200 block of Hyslip Avenue re-
ported being the victim of identity theft
and fraud. The victim reported that an
unknown suspect opened accounts in
her name at two stores, and that
$4,607.07 in unauthorized charges were
made. The victim has contacted loss
prevention officials at both businesses,
and they are investigating.

Tuesday, February 16, Justin Pauls,
27, of South Plainfield was arrested pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue near Crossway Place. After an
investigation, Pauls was charged with
possession of more than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana; possession with
intent to distribute marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. A passen-
ger in the vehicle, Alexis Colon, 36, of
Milltown, also was arrested on two out-
standing warrants, including a criminal
warrant from Franklin Township and a
traffic warrant from Elizabeth, with a
total bail amount of $615. Pauls was
subsequently released from custody with-
out incident. Colon was unable to post
bail and was turned over to Franklin
Township authorities.

Thursday, February 18, Jason Jaeger,
44, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding no-bail National Crime
Information Center (NCIC) warrant
from Livingston pursuant to turning
himself in at Westfield police head-
quarters. He was processed and held
awaiting pickup by Livingston police.

Thursday, February 18, a burglary
was reported at a residence on the 100
block of Faulkner Drive that occurred
between 5:30 and 7:55 p.m. that day.
An unknown suspect forced entry into
the rear door of the residence utilizing
a pry tool and removed numerous pieces
of jewelry from a jewelry box located in
the master bedroom. The approximate
total value of the theft is $30,000.

Friday, February 19, a burglary was
reported at a residence on the 600 block
of South Chestnut Street that occurred
between 1:30 and 6:15 p.m. that day. An
unknown suspect gained access to the
residence through a rear ground-floor
window and removed two gold neck-
laces, two laptop computers, a wallet
and its contents, cash and a bookbag.
The approximate total value of the theft
was unknown at the time of the report.

Friday, February 19, a resident of the
300 block of East Dudley Avenue re-
ported a burglary and the theft of land-
scape equipment from the garage. The
victim stated that the unknown suspect
had entered the unlocked garage and
removed a snow blower, weed whacker
and leaf blower. The approximate value
of the theft is $1,100.

Friday, February 19, Ethan Powell,
31, of Plainfield responded to police
headquarters to satisfy an active traffic
Westfield warrant. He was processed
and released after posting the requisite
$140 bail.

Friday, February 19, a resident of the
200 block of Canterbury Road reported
that an unknown suspect had attempted
to gain entry to the residence via a
window located on the side of the house.
Access to the residence was not gained.
The cost to repair the window was
unknown at the time of the report.

Friday, February 19, a Roselle Park
resident reported the theft of three rolls
of electrical wire while work was being
performed at a residence on the 200
block of Hyslip Avenue. The approxi-
mate value of the wire is $300.

Saturday, February 20, Michael
Stamou, 18, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in the
area of the south-side train station.
Stamou was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released with a summons.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, February 16, a Scotch Plains

resident reported being the victim of a
theft while attending religious services
on Morse Avenue. The resident stated
that while attending services someone
had stolen her mink coat, valued at
$2,000, from the back of the premises.

Wednesday, February 17, a
Mountainside resident reported a bur-
glary to his business truck. The truck
was parked on East 2nd Street and was
broken into sometime between Febru-
ary 10 and February 17. The rear win-
dow of the truck was smashed out and
tools were taken from within the truck.

Wednesday, February 17, a burglary
was reported at a Jersey Avenue resi-
dence. The resident stated that some-
time between 4 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.
someone gained access to the residence
and stole numerous pieces of property.
It is unknown at this time how access
was gained into the residence.

Thursday, February 18, Donnell
Smith, 27, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of Pennsyl-
vania following a motor vehicle stop on
Ravenswood Lane. Smith was turned
over to the Union County jail pending
extradition to Pennsylvania.

Thursday, February 18, Jeffrey Green,
35, of East Brunswick was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI). Police observed Green sleep-
ing in his motor vehicle while waiting
for a green light at East 2nd Street and
Terrill Road, authorities said. He was
given multiple sobriety tests which he
could not complete successfully, ac-
cording to police. Green was placed
under arrest and transported to police
headquarters for processing.

Saturday, February 20, Terry King,
26, of Piscataway was arrested and
charged with eluding police with a motor
vehicle. Police had attempted to stop
King, who was operating a motorcycle,
for a motor vehicle violation on Route
22 East. King, disregarding police sig-
nals to stop, rode away at a high rate of
speed, authorities said. King was ap-
prehended on Route 22 in Hillside after
stopping voluntarily. He was transported
to police headquarters for processing
and given a bail of $25,000.

GARWOOD
Saturday, January 30, Maleek Mont-

gomery, 24, of Elmwood Park was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI). While on patrol, a
police officer observed a Dodge four-
door sedan stopped in the lane of traffic
on the 100 block of North Avenue and
found Montgomery asleep in the driver’s
seat. The officer was able to wake the
driver and had him step out of the car to
perform field sobriety tests. Montgom-
ery failed the tests and was placed under
arrest for DWI, according to police.
Montgomery was transported to police
headquarters where he was processed
and charged with multiple motor vehicle
summonses, including DWI, and failure
to submit to breath testing. He was re-
leased pending a court appearance.

Sunday, February 7, Raino Loytty,
64, of Long Beach, N.Y. was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on the 300
block of North Avenue for equipment
violations and was discovered to have
several outstanding traffic warrants. An
investigation found that Loytty, the
driver, was operating the vehicle with a
suspended license and also had the out-
standing warrants. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
processed and issued several motor ve-
hicle summonses. Loytty posted $306
for the outstanding warrants and was
released pending a court appearance.

Wednesday, February 10, Thomas
Defranco, 26, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with possession of sus-
pected marijuana following a motor
vehicle stop on the 300 block of North
Avenue for an equipment violation.
After further investigation, Defranco,
the driver, was found to be in posses-
sion of marijuana, according to police.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters where he was processed and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana in addition to a
motor vehicle summons. Defranco was
released pending a court appearance.

Thursday, February 18, Louis Bove,
22, of Clark was arrested and charged
with possession of suspected marijuana
following a motor vehicle stop for a
moving violation. After further investi-
gation, Bove, the driver, was found to
be in possession of suspected mari-
juana, which police said was hidden
under the front passenger seat of the
vehicle. Bove was taken into custody
and transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana in addition to
the motor vehicle summons. Bove was
released pending a court appearance.

Saturday, February 20, Daniel
Kalisky, 34, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with providing false infor-
mation following a motor vehicle stop
on the 600 block of South Avenue for a
moving violation. Further investigation
found that the driver, Kalisky, provided
a false name in order to avoid arrest and
that he currently was wanted by the
Essex County Sheriff’s Office. Kalisky
was taken into custody and transported
to police headquarters where he was
processed. In addition to being charged
with providing false information, he
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for having a suspended driver’s license
and expired registration. Kalisky was
turned over to the Essex County
Sheriff’s Office for the outstanding no-
bail warrant.

Saturday, February 20, Sean Mota,
29, of Union was arrested and charged
with possession of suspected marijuana
after a motor vehicle stop on the 300
block of South Avenue for a moving
violation. Further investigation found
that the driver, Mota, had suspected
marijuana in the vehicle’s glove box,
according to police. Mota was trans-
ported to police headquarters where
he was processed. He was charged
with possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance (CDS) under 50
grams in addition to motor vehicle
summonses. Mota was released pend-
ing a court appearance.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

PUBLIC FINANCE

NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE 16-01-S

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the governing body of the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey, on February 16,
2016. It will be further considered for final
passage, after public hearing thereon, at a
meeting of the governing body to be held
at the Municipal Building, at 75 North
Martine Avenue, in the Borough of
Fanwood, on March 7, 2016 at 7:00 o’clock
PM. During the week prior to and up to and
including the date of such meeting copies
of the full ordinance will be available at no
cost and during regular business hours, at
the Clerk’s office for the members of the
general public who shall request the same.
The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
PROVIDING AN APPROPRIA-
TION OF $965,000 FOR VARI-
OUS CAPITAL IMPROVE-
MENTS FOR AND BY THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD IN
THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHO-
RIZING THE ISSUANCE OF
$489,250 BONDS OR NOTES
OF THE BOROUGH FOR FI-
NANCING PART OF THE AP-
PROPRIATION.

Purpose(s): Various road improvements
including but not limited to Madison Av-
enue, including curbs and sidewalks, in-
cluding milling and paving; site remediation
at the Department of Public Works garage;
various road improvements, including but
not limited to MacLennan Place, including
curbs and sidewalks, including milling and
paving; and streetscape on South Avenue
between Martine Avenue and Terrill Road.

Appropriation: $965,000

Bonds/Notes Authorized: $489,250

Grants (if any) Appropriated: (a)
$220,000 expected to be received from
the New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation, (b) $200,000 expected to be re-
ceived from the New Jersey Department of
Transportation (Federal Government) and
(c) $30,000 expected to be received as a
Union County Infrastructure Grant.

Section 20 Costs: $50,000

Useful Life: 17.90 Years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Eleanor McGovern, Clerk
1 T - 02/25/16, The Times Fee: $58.14

SUMMIT ESTATE SALE

83 Butler Parkway
(off River Road)

Saturday 2/27, 10am-3pm
Antique Barber Chair, LR, DR, BR
Furniture, Console Stereo,
Records, Books, Christmas,
Garden & House Tools, Dishes,
Pyrex, Sewing Machine, Linens,
Artwork, Tables, Lamps,
Dressers, 2 Lift Recliners,
Appliances, and more.
For pictures: DovetailsUSA.com

PLEASE HELP - RIDE NEEDED

Ride Needed Feb 25 & 26. Also
March 7-25 (Weekdays Only).
Pick Up from Scotch Plains (Park
Ave) 7 AM. Return Trip Pick Up
from Piscataway (Hoes Lane) at
4PM. Pick Up times are somewhat
flexible. (908) 917-5728.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Expert Calculus/Precalc Tutor

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521.

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield - New Office Space
available immediately. Elm St.
location. $800.00/mo includes
utilities, phone, internet.

Call (908) 812-5485

First Baptist Plans
Pasta Bingo Night

WESTFIELD — The First Baptist
Church of Westfield will host a Pasta
Bingo Night on Saturday, March 5,
from 6 to 8 p.m., at the church. The
church is located at 170 Elm Street.

A pasta dinner will be served at 6
p.m. Bingo will start around 6:45
p.m. Participants are asked to bring
along a side dish or dessert to share.
The event will once again feature a
“bring and take” prize table. All ages
are welcome.

The last Sunday to sign up for this
event is February 28. To sign up, call
the First Baptist Church of Westfield
at (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Festival of Organists
On Tap March 13

PLAINFIELD — Crescent Con-
certs will present its annual Festival
of Organists on Sunday, March 13,
featuring four local organists playing
works that evoke the theme “The
Thrill of the Chase.”

This event will begin at 3 p.m., at
the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church, located at 716 Watchung
Avenue, Plainfield. Performing will
be Wayne Dietterick, Kevin Graf,
Andrew Moore and Richard Mor-
gan. Admission is $5 to $20. For
more information, call (908) 756-
2468 or visit CrescentConcerts.org.
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 CDC Theatre presents 
FFri /Sat 8pm    

Feb 12,13  
        19,20  
        26,27 

 
Sun  
Feb 21 2pm 

Arthouse Film Festival
Unspools in March

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Goldberger in Oscarland”
Digging Deep for the Winners

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

I peered out my window. It was
Oscar picking time. But no help
seemed forthcoming. Over the years
I’ve depended on the kindness of
strangers to help make my selections.
Last year the politically innocent
squirrels who call my backyard home
(a fat bunch since named The
Goldberger Squirrels) made the
treacherous journey across an angrily
blockaded George Washington Bridge
to deliver a packet containing the
“winners” names. Previous years saw
me kidnapped by aliens and spirited
away to their planet where, Elvis,
alive and in exile, supplied the cher-
ished picks, graciously served up with
a peanut butter and banana sandwich.

 However, with no such succor
made available this go-round, it was
apparent I’d have to take things into
my own hands. But how is that done?
I decided that wandering aimlessly,
apparently the strategy this year of
those presidential hopefuls on the
wrong side of the aisle, might be the,
er, right course of action. Thus I took
to the streets which, strangely enough,
all seemed to begin looking like Paris
on a rainy night…in the late 1800s. I
looked at the store signs, you know,
Boulangerie, a lot that ended with et
Fils, but none that said “Oscar Picks.”
This wasn’t going to be easy.

 Seeking sustenance to bolster me
in my quest, I sidled up to a hot dog
vendor sited under a streetlamp. He
greeted me with a brusque, “You’re
late!”

 “Huh? Do I know you? I’m look-
ing for…”

 “Mais oui, Le Oscars. Je sais.”
 “Is it actually masculine? Le Os-

cars?”
 To that, he edified, “It’s probably

Les Oscars…y’know, plural.”
“It’s not a collective noun?”
 “I don’t know, pal…I’m not really

French. I just took this gig in your
imagination to help support me until
I could find work in a more important
person’s illusions. So here, eat this
hot dog, and then go down that man-
hole. I’ll help you lift the cover.”

 I ate the dog…a surprisingly good,
all-beef, perfectly boiled dirty water
variety, topped with mustard,
sauerkraut and sweet relish. If only
the bun had been toasted. Smacking
my lips, I queried, “Manhole? Will I
find the Oscar picks down there?
What’s down there?”

 “I don’t know…this is all they told
me. But hey, sewers of Paris…whadda
yuh think is down there? I’d guess
Druids, trolls and the like…probably
real big rats…maybe some
godforsaken, unthinkably frightening
mutant forms, but, hopefully, also, at
the end of it all, some beautiful vi-
sion, kind of like Glinda, the Good
Witch of the South, but modernized
to look like Heidi Klum. I’d guess
she’ll tell you the winner of Best
Motion Picture. Either that, or, you’ll
just get mangled, bitten and ultimately
eaten. I mean, what are you doing
going down a manhole anyway? Just
make something up. Who cares who
wins? Save yourself. Who’ll know
that you just guessed the winners?”

Invoking my best Gary Cooper, I
answered, “I’ll know.”

I thanked Pierre and, to show my
appreciation, bought a souvenir be-
ret, kind of nice, magenta-colored,
that said, “Pierre’s Imaginary Hot Dog
Cart—like us on Facebook.”

Descending into the bowels (yecch)
of the sewer, I noticed a sign with an
arrow pointing to the direction of the
“Service Desk.” I walked over to
where a teen-aged girl with pink hair
was busily texting on her phone. Clear-
ing my throat, I interrupted with
“‘scuse me, ‘scuse me.”

Finally aware of my presence, ob-
viously miffed, barely looking at me,
she perfunctorily handed me a map
that read, ‘Sewer Guide to the Oscars’
and said “That’s $12.50…$5 extra
for a tetanus booster, $3 more for a
typhoid shot. Want either?”

I said I’d just like the map, but
remarked that the prices for the vac-
cinations seemed quite reasonable.
“Yeah, they’re a lot cheaper since
Obamacare. A lot of people just come
down here for that…don’t even bother
with the Oscars,” she informed and,
after I thanked her, robotically re-
sponded with “No problem.” I had
hoped for at least an “awesome” to
send me on my adventure.

The signage at my first stop read
“Jack the Bogeyman—Predicting
Best Original Song since 1951.” Jack
wasn’t in. Mrs. Bogeyman, a chubby
lady who was cooking kielbasa on a
hot plate, informed Jack had run up to
Pierre’s for a hot dog, but assured me
that “Writing’s On the Wall” from
“Spectre” would win. She politely
offered me a piece of kielbasa on a
slice of rye. Not bad.

Happily, “Dave’s Best Supporting
Actress Divinations & Mower Re-
pair” was right next door. Dave, a
thin, chatty sort with slightly bad
breath, about 60 but trying to look 40,
had dyed dark black hair and wore a
shiny silver suit. He said his foreign
car repair business didn’t pan out, so
he was giving this a go. He confided
that of late he was having trouble
remembering stuff and wasn’t sure if
Rooney Mara from “Carol” or Jenni-
fer Jason Leigh from “The Hateful
Eight” would win. But when I seemed
perturbed, he swore on his kid’s life it
would be Jennifer Jason Leigh. I sug-
gested he write his pick down in the
future. He said he’d give it some
thought.

 Luckily, I was able to catch a taxi
to Cassandra’s Forebodings.
Cassandra’s track record for picking
the winner of Best Supporting Actor
was legend according to Mel, my
driver. Not short of an opinion, Mel
took the opportunity to deliver an
informative rant. “It’s not like it once
was down here. Did you see a troll
yet, or a giant talking rat, or a Druid?
Nah! It’s all regular humans now…it’s
all big business, all money. I don’t
even know the last time someone was
scared to death, or even disgusted to
the point of nausea. The glory days
are gone.” At Cassandra’s, a gilt-edged
note card assuring that Christian Bale
would win for “The Big Short” was
put in a fancy gift bag that said
“Cassandra’s: Short Hills, Rodeo
Drive, Park Avenue & Goldberger’s
Mind.”

Mel waited and, on his suggestion,
we headed to Immediate Pick, a drab,
government Oscar prognosticating
agency with a plaque above the
counter that read: “All Funds Re-
ceived Earmarked for Education &
Senior Citizens…we Swear it, Re-
ally!” There, to save time and money,
albeit with no complimentary kielbasa
and perhaps forsaking an opportunity
to meet the Heidi Klum lookalike, I
collected the following winners:

Actress: Brie Larson for “Room.”
Actor: Leonardo DiCaprio for “The

Revenant.”
Director: Alejandro González

Iñárritu for “The Revenant.”
Motion Picture: “The Revenant.”
Foreign Language Film: “Son of

Saul,” Hungary
Animated Feature: “Inside Out.”
Original Screenplay: “Inside Out.”
Adapted Screenplay: “The Big

Short.”
Cinematography: “The Revenant.”
Costume Design: “Mad Max: Fury

Road.”
Sound Mixing: “Mad Max: Fury

Road.”
Film Editing: “The Revenant.”
Sound Editing: “The Martian.”
Visual Effects: “Mad Max: Fury

Road.”
Makeup and Hairstyling: “Mad

Max: Fury Road.”
Original Music Score: Ennio

Morricone for “The Hateful Eight.”
Short Film, Animated: “Bear Story.”
Short Film, Live Action: “Shok.”
Documentary, Short Subject: “A

Girl in the River: The Price of For-
giveness.”

Documentary, Feature: “Amy.”
Production Design: “The

Revenant.”

Roosevelt Intermediate
Presents Once On This Island

Wardlaw-Hartridge
To Stage Damn Yankees

EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School will present its spring musi-
cal, Damn Yankees.

The four-performance run includes
7:30 p.m. shows from Thursday
through Saturday, March 3 to 5, and
a 3 p.m. matinee finale on Sunday,
March 6.

Leading players include Claude
Djan of Scotch Plains as Applegate.

Tickets are $10 for adults and stu-
dents and $5 for senior citizens. For
more information, contact Sharon
Byrne at sbyrne@whschool.org or
(908) 754-1882, extension no. 186.

WESTFIELD – Just in time to shake
off winter, Roosevelt Intermediate
School (RIS) takes audiences to the
Caribbean with the captivating and
energetic musical Once on this Is-
land. With lyrics by Lynn Ahren and
music by Stephen Flaherty, this musi-
cal fable is based on Rosa Guy’s 1985
novel, My Love, My Love.

The story is set on a small island in
the French Antilles during a raging
storm where the inhabitants tell of a
tale depicting star-crossed lovers
(played by Julia Singer and Matthew
Meixner).  Confronted with issues
such as class distinction and societal
expectations, the islanders must deal
with a wealthy ruling class while
guided by their belief in powerful
gods, which include Asaka “Mother
of the Earth” (Elizabeth Rosenberg),
Agwe “God of Water” (Christian
Vozza), Erzullie  “Goddess of Love”
(Olivia Bergman), and Papa Ge “Dae-
mon of Death” (Anthony Butera).
Song and dance prevails with a vari-
ety of musical numbers that incorpo-

rate the entire cast.
Director Annie Brzozowski chose

this play because “it is an excellent
expression of empathy and compas-
sion.”  Although the themes of the
story are serious and universal, the
approach is light-hearted and per-
formed musically, similar to an oper-
etta.  Brzozowski credits her award-
winning choreographer, Nicole Le-
Fleur Amadeo, with keeping the cast
in high-stepping form.

With a cast and crew of over 60
members, the show is rounded out
with the talents of Musical Directors
Karen Romero and Sabino Lasco.
Tickets are on sale now and can be
purchased online at http://
ris.booktix.com/, or at the door at
RIS located at 301 Clark Street in
Westfield.  Ticket price is $10. Per-
formances are Friday, March 4, 7:30
p.m., Saturday, March 5, 7:30 p.m.,
and Sunday, March 6, at 2 p.m.  This
show is presented through special
arrangement with Music Theatre In-
ternational (MTI).

 Evening of Classical Music
To Benefit WHS Orchestra

  WESTFIELD – The public is in-
vited for a fundraiser concert per-
formed by members of the Westfield
High School (WHS) Orchestras on
Saturday, February 27 at 7 p.m.

The concert will be held at The
First United Methodist Church at 1
East Broad St. in Westfield. The
evening will offer Classical music
and fund raised will support the WHS
Orchestrastudents.  Monies raised
from this concert will help with the
trip costs to Boston, Mass. where
they will be performing and adjudi-

cated.
Tickets may be purchased at the

door: $12 for Adults and $8 for Stu-
dents.  A reception will follow after
the concert. For further information
or questions,please contact Craig
Stanton at
cstanton@westfieldnjk12.org

 In case of inclement weather,
please check
www.fumcwestfield.org for concert
cancellation information. A decision
will be made and posted by 4 p.m.
the day of the concert.

Local Students Earn Gold
Key Awards in Writing

VALENTINE’S SWEETHEARTS… Samina Aziz of Mountainside, Sydney
Geissler of Metuchen and Sanai Eldridge of Plainfield, fourth-grade students at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, had a blast at the annual Valentine's
Dance Party in Laidlaw Gym. Students in PreK through Grade 5 were dressed
in festive colors as they danced and celebrated with their friends.  The older
Lower School grades also participated in some very exciting hula-hoop compe-
titions. The Wardlaw-Hartridge Parents' Association sponsored this event and
provided refreshments and treats.

Orange Avenue School
To Perform Oliver!

CRANFORD – Consider yourself
invited to see Orange Avenue
School’s production of Oliver! Per-
formances will be Thursday, Febru-
ary 25 at 7 p.m., Friday, February 26
and Saturday, February 27 at 7:30
p.m., and Sunday, February 28 at 3
p.m. Orange Avenue School is lo-
cated at 901 Orange Avenue,
Cranford. Tickets for all seats are $8
and are available at the door. For
ticket inquiries contact
OASplayers@gmail.com.

Follow the young, runaway Oliver
Twist as he is ejected from a work-
house and forced to navigate 19th
century London in search of accep-
tance and love. Along his journey in
London’s underworld, Oliver meets

the colorful Artful Dodger, shrewd
Fagin and his gang of pickpockets,
sinister Bill Sykes, lovable Nancy
and a host of other memorable
Dickens characters.

Adapted from the novel Oliver
Twist by Charles Dickens (Music,
Book and Lyrics by Lionel Bart),
Oliver! is one of the most popular
musicals of all time. The original
Broadway production was nominated
for 10 Tony Awards including Best
Musical, and the 1968 film version
won the Academy Award for Best
Motion Picture.  Favorite songs from
Oliver! include “Food Glorious
Food,” “Consider Yourself,” “I’d Do
Anything,” “As Long As He Needs
Me,” and “Who Will Buy?”

AREA – Several local students
earned Gold Key awards in the
Scholastic Writing Competition.

Award winners are:
Sarah Boyle of Westfield for her

writing portfolio “That Much
Closer” and her short story “Uncle
Frank.” Ms. Boyle also received an
honorable mention.

Casey Cohen of Westfield for
her poem “pleas(e).”

Nancy Canevary of Scotch Plains
for her short story “The View from
Paris.”

Yueqing (Grace) Chen of
Cranford for her personal essay/
memoir “Leaving the Bird’s Nest”.

Mira Yang of Westfield for her
short story “Memoria”.

All art and writing submissions
are judged based on the program’s
three criteria: originality, techni-
cal skill and emergence of per-
sonal vision or voice. Student
works are first adjudicated region-
ally through the more than 100
local Affiliates of the Alliance. Re-

gional winners receiving Gold
Keys, Silver Keys, Honorable Men-
tions or American Visions and
Voices Nominations are celebrated
within their communities through
local exhibitions and ceremonies.

Gold Key winning works are then
judged nationally by an impres-
sive panel of creative-industry ex-
perts to receive Gold, Silver,
American Visions and Voices, Port-
folio Silver with Distinction or
Portfolio Gold Medals.

Since the program’s founding in
1923, the Awards have fostered the
creativity and talent of millions of
students, including renowned
alumni who have gone on to be-
come leaders in their fields, in-
cluding Andy Warhol, Truman
Capote, Richard Avedon, Philip
Pearlstein and Sylvia Plath. More
recently, Stephen King, Richard
Linklater, Zac Posen and Lena
Dunham won Scholastic Art &
Writing Awards when they were
teens.

County Arts Center Offers
Film Series Package

MOUNTAINSIDE – On Monday,
March 7, Arthouse Film Festival will
return for 10 weeks at two New Jer-
sey theatres: AMC Mountainside and
AMC Monmouth Mall.

Oscar winners and nominees Danny
Aiello, Alan Arkin, James Cromwell,
Frank Darabont, Jesse Eisenberg,
Ethan Hawke, Jean-Pierre Jeunet,
Melissa Leo, Viggo Mortensen, Chazz
Palminteri, John Sayles, Aaron
Sorkin, Fisher Stevens and David
Strathairn have joined Dylan Baker,
Jim Breuer, Famke Janssen, Joseph
Gordon-Levitt, Derek Luke, Mary
Stuart Masterson, David Morse,
Connie Nielsen, Joe Pantoliano and
Kevin Smith as guest speakers who
have come to share their insights with
festival participants.

The festival has hosted 1,715 movie
premieres with 1,094 live guest ap-
pearances over the past 25 years.

“The program will always be flex-
ible in order to take advantage of
opportunities as they arise,” said fes-
tival director Chuck Rose.  “Wonder-
ful surprises and fantastic celebrities
can pop up out of nowhere, so we try
to keep the schedule as fluid as pos-
sible. Over the past three years, we
premiered 85 movies which later
earned a total of 25 Oscar, 27 Spirit,
23 Golden Globe and 24 British Acad-
emy Award nominations.”

For information, to see which films
were screened in the past or which
ones may be screened this year, or to
register, visit:
www.ArthouseFilmFestival.com or
call (732) 870-6012.

 The festival is open to anyone, but
seating is limited, so early enrollment
is advised.  Subscription is $139 for
five weeks or $245 for all ten weeks.
Rates go up after Wendesday, March 2

Confirmed films and those un-

der consideration for the upcom-
ing festival include: A Bigger
Splash with Ralph Fiennes, Tilda
Swinton,  director Luca
Guadagnino; The Dark Horse with
Cliff Curtis, James Rolleston, di-
rector James Napier; Everything is
Copy with Nora Ephron, Meryl
Streep, director Jacob Bernstein;
Free State of Jones with Matthew
McConaughey, Gugu Mbatha-
Raw, director Gary Ross; Golden
Kingdom with Shine Htet Zaw, Ko
Yin Saw Ri, director Brian Perkins;
Krisha with Krisha Fairchild,
Robyn Fairchild, director Trey Ed-
ward Shults; Last Days in the
Desert  with Ewan McGregor,
Ciaran Hinds, director Rodrigo
Garcia;  The Last  King  with
Kristofer Hivju, Jakob Oftebro,
director Nils Gaup; Lo and Behold
director Werner Herzog; The Mak-
ings of You with Sheryl Lee, Jay R.
Ferguson, director Matt Amato; A
Monster with a Thousand Heads
with Jana Raluy, Sebastian Aguirre,
director Rodrigo Pla; My Golden
Days with Quentin Dolmaire, Lou
Roy-Lecollinet, director Arnaud
Desplechin; Norman Lear: Just An-
other Version of You with George
Clooney, Carl Reiner, directors
Rachel Grady, Heidi Ewing; Pet-
ting Zoo wth Devon Keller, Deztiny
Gonzales, director Micah Magee;
Presenting Princess Shaw director
Ido Haar; Snowden with Joseph
Gordon-Levitt, Shailene Woodley,
director Oliver Stone; Sunset Song
with Agyness Deyn, Peter Mullan,
director Terence Davies; Therapy
for a Vampire with Tobias Moretti,
Jeanette Hain, director David
Ruhm; and Viva with Hector Me-
dian, Jorge Perugorria, director
Paddy Breathnach.

RAHWAY – Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) is of-
fering a special package for film
lovers who purchase tickets to up-
coming  screenings of Cecil B.
DeMille's silent epic King of Kings
on Sunday, March 6 and the 35th
Asbury Short Film Concert on Sun-
day, May 13. Patrons who purchase
tickets to both programs will receive
a complimentary ticket to UCPAC's
screening of Metropolis on Mon-
day, May 14. All screenings will
take place at UCPAC's Mainstage.

King of Kings is famed director
Cecil B. DeMille's acclaimed pro-
duction of the final years of the life
of Jesus, as he faces religious per-
secution during his ministry and in
the days leading up to his death
and resurrection.

The 35th Asbury Short Film Con-
cert is New York City's longest-
running, non-competitive exhibi-
tion of award-winning short films.
An Asbury Shorts film "concert"
features a mix of Oscar nominees
with USA film festival "Best of
Show" winners and international
honorees in a fast-paced and highly
entertaining showcase of the world's
best short films. Highlights of the
May 13 presentation at UCPAC in-
clude Hypothetically, a comedy
from New York director Peter Zinn
starring well-known television and
Broadway stars Vincent Pastore and

Joe Forbich; The Girl and the Gon-
dola, British director Abbe
Robinson's award-winning dra-
matic short shot entirely in Venice,
Italy; and Time Freak, Los Angeles
director Andrew Bowler's comedy
about modern time travel and a 2013
Oscar nominee for Best Live Ac-
tion Short Film.

Metropolis is German director
Fritz Lang's science fiction mas-
terpiece about a futuristic Utopian
society and the plight of the under-
ground workers who run the ma-
chinery that provides a carefree
life for its wealthy residents.

Both King of Kings and Metropo-
lis will feature keyboard master
Bernie Anderson, Jr. on the theater's
original 1928 Wurlitzer organ. The
seven-rank, 500-pipe organ enjoys
international renown as the "Big-
gest Little Wurlitzer" because of its
enormous sound. Come enjoy this
rare opportunity to see  classic si-
lent films in a beautifully restored
motion picture palace.

For tickets to any of the indi-
vidual programs or to purchase the
film series package, call the
UCPAC box office at (732) 499-
8226 or visit www.ucpac.org.
UCPAC's Mainstage is located at
1601 Irving Street in the heart of
Rahway's Arts District and easily
accessible to major roads and pub-
lic transportation.

Dreamcatcher Participates in
Theatre Alliance Stages Fest.

SUMMIT – Dreamcatcher Reper-
tory Theatre, professional Theatre in
Residence at the Oakes Center in
Summit, will participate in the New
Jersey Theatre Alliance’s annual
Stages Festival held throughout the
month of March. By offering dis-
counted tickets to shows and a free
workshop for adults, and by present-
ing a play reading with Writers The-
atre of New Jersey, Dreamcatcher
will reach new audiences and spread
the word about the high quality of
professional theatre available in the
state.

A free Creative Dramatics for Grown-
Ups workshop will be held on Satur-
day, March 5 from 1:30 to 3 p.m. at
Oakes Center in Summit. This class,
led by teaching artist Beth Painter, is an
opportunity for students to explore the
theatre games and exercises that are the
building blocks of acting. Participants
will have the fun of liberating their
creativity and flexing their collabora-
tive muscles in a supportive setting.
Registration is required for students
aged 18 and up and space is limited.
Call (908) 514-9654 or email
info@dreamcatcherrep.org to register.

Dreamcatcher will also offer a free
companion ticket to their mainstage
performances of Sister Play with the
purchase of a full-price ticket of $35
during the weekend of March 4 to 6.
This offer is designed to introduce
new audience members to the theatre
by giving current patrons a chance to
bring a friend to their favorite theatre
for free. After purchasing a ticket, a
reservation may be made for a com-
panion ticket by calling (908) 514-
9654 or emailing
tickets@dreamcatcherrep.org.

As a part of the Writers Theatre of
New Jersey’s “New Plays New Jer-
sey” reading series, Dreamcatcher will
present Lia Romeo’s Green Whales.
This reading will take place at the
Bickford Theatre in Morristown on
Wednesday, March 2 at 7 p.m. In this
dark comedy, two sisters search for
love and decide just how much they’re
willing to settle for. For tickets and
information, call (973) 514-1787.

The Stages Festival offers dozens
of performances, workshops, classes,
and events at the state’s professional
theatres, performing arts centers, li-
braries, schools, senior centers, and
other community venues. The pro-
gram was developed to encourage
New Jersey’s residents to attend their
local professional theatres by making
the experience affordable, accessible,
and fun. Since its inception 19 years
ago, the program has served over
190,000 people.  To receive a full
schedule of events for The Stages
Festival please visit
www.stagesfestival.org.

Founded in 1981, the New Jersey
Theatre Alliance is the first statewide
organization for professional, not-for-
profit theatre companies in the United
States, and is a leader in developing
model programs that foster collabora-
tion, cooperation, and audience devel-
opment. The Alliance provides mem-
ber theatres and arts patrons a wide
range of supportive services and pro-
grams, and assists member theatres in
their growth and development, help-
ing them reach their full potential. For
arts patrons, the Alliance provides ac-
cessibility services, discount ticketing
through NJArtsTix.org, and The Stages
Festival.

The Stages Festival is made pos-
sible in part by funds from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts, a
Partner Agency of the National En-
dowment for the Arts; Bank of
America; and The Horizon Founda-
tion for New Jersey.

Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre
is located at Oakes Center, 120 Mor-
ris Avenue in Summit. Parking is avail-
able in the lot behind the theatre at 20
Ashwood Avenue and at the Summit
Recreation Center, 100 Morris Av-
enue. The facility is wheelchair ac-
cessible. For information on any of
Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre's
programs, visit
www.dreamcatcherrep.org or contact
Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre at
Oakes Center, 120 Morris Avenue,
Summit, NJ 07901, business phone
(908) 514-9654.
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Westfield High School Presents
Into the Woods March 10 to 12

NJFO Presents La Bohème,
Greatest Love Story Ever Sung

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, March
5, at 7 p.m., at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, the New Jersey Festival
Orchestra (NJFO) presents one of the
world’s greatest operas, La Bohème,
sung in Italian with supertitles.

 No opera can equal the passion,
romance and tragedy of La Bohème.
This perennial favorite about love
and loss that inspired Rent and many
other contemporary shows is surely
one of Puccini’s most glorious works.

 In addition to a cast of internation-
ally acclaimed guest performers as-
sembled from Maestro David Wroe’s
extensive contacts in European and
American opera houses, Stage Di-
rector Maria Todaro joins NJFO to
present the opera acted, semi-staged,
and in costume. And with a newly
constructed raised stage and profes-

sional LED lighting, this promises to
be a landmark event for both NJFO
and its hometown of Westfield.

 La Bohème is set in the raucous
streets of Paris’ Latin Quarter in the
late 19th century. It is an unforget-
table blend of riveting theater and
achingly beautiful music that pre-
sents the tale of six impoverished
young bohemians surviving only on
laughter and the promise of love.
From the rapturous celebrations of
café Momus to the tender intimacy of
the artists’ garret, audiences will be
drawn into the unfolding action where
passion and spectacle mix with de-
spair and ultimate tragedy.

 Soprano Suzanne Vinnik, praised
by The New York Times as a “voice
notable for its dramatic nuance” and
described by Opera News as
“refreshing…with beautifully
molded, vividly communicative
phrasing,” sings the demanding role
of Mimi. Ms. Vinnik’s recent varied
engagements have included starring
roles at Florida Grand Opera as
Violetta in La Traviata, at Pittsburgh
Opera as Leïla in Les Pêcheurs de

Perles, and Gretel in Hänsel und
Gretel and at Lyric Opera Virginia as
Micaela in Carmen.

 Singing the role of Rodolfo is Chi-
nese tenor Yi Li. Noted as “ a rising
star to watch in the opera world,” Mr.
Li recently represented China in the
BBC Singer of the World competi-
tion and is a winner of the 2014
Metropolitan Opera National Coun-
cil Auditions. Recent performances
include Tamino in The Magic Flute,
Don Ottavio in Don Giovanni,
Alfredo in La Traviata, Pinkerton in
Madama Butterfly, Rodolfo in La
Bohème, and Cavaradossi in Tosca
with major opera companies through-
out the United States.

 Praised as “radiant and authentic”
by Opera News, soprano Lindsay
Russell (Musetta) also is quickly gain-
ing recognition in the world of opera.
Recent triumphs include Queen of
the Night in Die Zauberflöte at Opera
Idaho, Adele in Die Fledemaus with
Nashville Opera, and Musetta in La
Bohème with Ashville Lyric Opera.
She also will be a featured soloist in
the highly anticipated Holiday Con-
cert at El Paso Opera.

 Reprising the role of Marcello,

which he sang under the baton of
Maestro Lorin Maazel in Oman to
huge critical acclaim, is award-win-
ning baritone Darik Knutsen. Mr.
Knutsen’s other recent roles include
Silvio in I Pagliacci with Sarasota
Opera, Dandini in La Cenerentola
with Shreveport Opera, Eugene
Onegin with The Opera Company of
Middlebury, Vermont.

 Rounding out the formidable cast
are Kenneth Overton (Schaunard),
John Atkins (Benoit/Alcindoro) and
Jeremy Galylon (Colline).

 "We are thrilled to bring these

fabulous soloists to our home here in
Westfield,” noted Maestro Wroe.
“Each of them is a rising star who has
already graced the stages of concert
halls and opera houses across the
world. With their outstanding tech-

nique and artist interpretation of this,
Puccini’s most loved and most poi-
gnant work, I predict that there will
not be a dry eye in the house!”

 This not-to-be-missed production,
made possible through the generous
support of The DeAlessandro Family
in memory of Joseph T.
DeAlessandro, the NJ State Council
on the Arts and the Geraldine R.
Dodge Foundation, takes place at 7
p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. A short lecture and pre-
opera chat designed to enhance the
opera experience will be conducted

by Ms. Todaro at 6:15 p.m. in the
church chapel.

 Ticket prices range from $26 to
$75; student tickets are $13. Tickets
are available online at
njfestivalorchestra.org or may be
purchased by calling the box office
at (908) 232-9400.

Lindsay Russel

Suzanne Vinnik

Darik Knutsen

Yi Li

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School (WHS) Theatre De-
partment will present Stephen
Sondheim’s Into the Woods, on
Thursday, March 10, Friday, March
11 and Saturday March 12.  All
shows are at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are
available online at
whstd.booktix.com or at the door.

Combining classic Fairytale char-
acters with the musical genius of
Stephen Sondheim, Into the Woods
offers a fun, contemporary, and
slightly dark twist on the classic
fairy tale story.

Upon learning that their family
has been cursed by a once beautiful
witch (Madeline Hudelson), a child-
less baker (Tony Peer) and his wife
(Jesse Zimmermann) venture out
into the woods to obtain the objects
needed to break the evil spell.  Along
their journey, the pair encounters a
host of fairytale characters includ-
ing Rapunzel (Kimmi
Zimmermann), Cinderella
(Madeleine Rosenthal), Jack (of
Beanstalk fame) (Jack Ritter), Little
Red Riding Hood (Emma Stern),
and others, each of whom is on a
personal quest to fulfill their own
desires. Wishes are granted, but at
what price? Is there really such a
thing as “Happily Ever After”?

“Into the Woods is one of my all
time favorite productions,” said Di-
rector Daniel Devlin. “I am incred-
ibly excited to share this outstand-
ing musical with the Westfield com-
munity. It is a beautiful and thought-
ful look at life and the importance
of living fully in each moment as we
attempt to pursue our dreams and
wishes. Additionally, it is a show
that provides myriad opportunities
for our amazingly talented students
to shine in roles that seem to be
written specifically for them. Every
moment is a moment when you’re
in the woods.”

Other featured cast are Julian
Mazzola as the Narrator; Maggie
Bergin as Jack’s mother; Abby
Connolly as Cinderella’s Step-
mother; Lauren Triarsi and Abbie
Painter as Cinderella’s stepsisters;
Emma Stern as Little Red Riding

Hood; Alex Cestero as Cindrella’s
father; Sydney Stewart as
Cinderella’s mother; Max
Wasilewski as The Mysterious Man;
Jonathan Saminski as Rapuzel’s
Prince; Amanda DePinto as Granny;
Alex Frisch as Steward; Catie Barry
as the Giant; Emma Shakal as Snow
White and Meagan O’Connell as
Sleeping Beauty.

Members of the show’s ensemble
play townspeople. They are: Noah
Bram, Jack Ciarrocca, Duna, Cook,
Alan Fang, Charlotte Fountain-
Jardim, Alison Jaruzelski, Victoria
Napolitano, Noah Plotkin, Lucy
Ritter and Abby Rothenberg.

In addition to the on-stage talent,
WHS students play a large role be-
hind the scenes in Into the Woods as
well, working on the show’s cos-
tumes, makeup, props, lighting and

sound, and designing and building
the set.

The award winning WHS Theatre
Department is an inclusive commu-
nity offering outstanding opportu-
nities for all students to develop
their skills in acting, technical the-
atre, and live performance. Its mis-
sion is to help every student reach
their highest potential as an artist
and as an individual.

Tickets for Into the Woods are $14
each and are on sale at
whstd.booktix.com. Advance pur-
chases are recommended as Westfield
High School’s spring musicals often
sell out. Any tickets not sold in ad-
vance will be available at the door.
All tickets are reserved seating.

All performances will be held in
the auditorium of WHS, located at
550 Dorian Road.

CONSIDER YOURSELF INVITED...Cranford’s Orange Avenue School stu-
dents rehearse the song "I'll Do Anything" as they prepare to stage Oliver! on
Thursday, February 25; Friday, February 26, and Saturday, February 27.
Orange Avenue School is located at 901 Orange Avenue, Cranford.

BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY
THE JOSEPH DEALESSANDRO MEMORIAL OPERA CONCERT

PUCCINI   La Boheme
International Guest Soloists

David Wroe  Music Director and Conductor
New Jersey Festival Orchestra

No opera can equal the passion, romance and tragedy of La Boheme. 
This perennial favorite about love and loss is surely one of Puccini’s 

most glorious works. A cast of internationally acclaimed guest 
performers joins NJFO to present, acted and in costume, this magnum 

opus that will not leave a dry eye in the house.

SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2016, AT 7PM
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, WESTFIELD, NJ

TICKETS $26 | $48 | $60 | $75 
CALL 908 232 9400 or go to www.njfestivalorchestra.org

© 2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield West Office:
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-0065
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Scotch Plains $524,900
Breathtaking 3BR, 2BA Split level home offers
beautiful HW flrs, family rm, enclosed 3
season porch. Not to be missed.

Agent: Janice Good-Piga MLS: 3280253

Mountainside $574,900
Turn-key home in beautiful neighborhood.
Custom trim throughout, updated baths,
private yard. This home is a must see!

Agent: Diane Kontra MLS: 3279823

Scotch Plains $659,900
Newly Renovated Ranch with Open Flr Plan,
3 BR, 3 full baths. HW flrs, Custom Kit, CAC,
Great Location!

Agent: Merrill Engelhardt MLS: 3273262

Westfield $839,000
Wonderful home on a beautiful street offers
a great location! Generous sized rms, light &
bright, neutral décor, move-in ready.

Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 3275479

Westfield $699,900
Enchanting & updated storybook Colonial w/
adorable open front porch, HW flrs, central
air, & much more. Truly special home!

Agent: Beth Sullivan MLS: 3282455

Westfield $889,900
Ready for Summer! Stunning, quality new
construction home with 4BRs, 4.1 baths,
finished from bsmt to 3rd level! Sure to please!

Agent: Janice Tittel MLS: 3280199
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gold and Blue uniforms domi-
nated the top podium in eight of
the 14 bouts as the Cranford
High School wrestling team won
its third straight title at the Dis-
trict 11 Tournament in Westfield
on February 20. The Cougars
with eight champions, two sec-
onds and three thirds (all quali-
fying for the Region 3 Tourna-
ment) finished with a total of
254.5.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S)
placed second with a total of 137

‘NIKO’ 4TH TITLE, GOZDIESKI 2ND, WUSTEFELD O.W.; DiGIOVANNI, CAPECE, SCORESE 3 EACH

Cougars Claim 8 Champs, Title at District 11 Mat Tournament
and had one champion. Rahway
(R) took third with 124 points
and claimed one champ.
Westfield (W) took fourth at 105
and had one champ. Elizabeth
(E) took fifth at 89, Brearley (B)
with two champs took sixth at 79
and Linden (L) with one champ
followed at 74.

Raider sophomore Sam
Wustefeld, after edging Cougar
Andrew Tompkins, who finished
third, 3-2, advanced to the 170-
lb title bout to face Blue Devil
Jack Miller, who pinned Eden
Germain (E) in 4:35 with an arm

bar/half nelson in the semis. Miller
first had to ward off a few near
takedown attempts from
Germain before hitting a double-
leg takedown himself.

“I was just feeling him out the
first period, seeing what he was
doing. He was just looking for
doubles. I really wasn’t that con-
cerned with it because I think my
defense is fine,” Miller said. “I
was looking to set up my shots
based off his shots.”

After adding another takedown,
Miller took care of business to
advance to the finals.

“I was looking like half and had
the hammerlock. He was dead in
that period. That was my best
period I thought I had. I took
advantage of my conditioning,”

Miller said.
Looking ahead to his bout with

Wustefeld, Miller said.
“I am looking forward to wres-

tling him. I think I am healthy
now that I am going to do well.”

In the title bout, Wustefeld ini-
tiated the scoring with a single-
leg takedown. In the third pe-
riod, Wustefeld added a key
takedown to send the bout into
overtime. He then ended the bout
with a pin from the takedown in
6:55 and later received the Out-
standing Wrestler Award.

As to his early takedown,
Wustefeld said, “It was really
important because it set the tone
for the match and gave me more
confidence. I knew if I went back

at him as hard as he came at me,
I could keep the match in my
favor.”

Cougar Niko Cappello captured
his fourth district title with a 5-0
victory over Hendrix Vernot (L)
in the 182-lb final.

On his thoughts about becom-
ing a four time district champ,
Cappello said, “That was the goal.
I always wanted to be a four-
time district champion. Especially
winning it my freshman year, it
gives me more confidence every
time I come here. It was a very
comfortable setting being out
there in the finals now.”

Cappello set the stage early
with a takedown and a two-point
nearfall in his bout with Vernot.

“I tried to get things going on
my feet. He had good defense

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos

Story begins on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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then I got a nice shot feet-to-
back for back points. Then I used
my riding skills,” Cappello ex-
plained.

Looking to regions, the defend-
ing champ said, “Hopefully, I can
get back into wrestling better
than I am now so I can get
another region title.”

Blue Devil senior Jarek
Gozdieski had a snaky opponent
in Cougar Dave Busch but still
managed to initiate a takedown
en route to a 5-0 win and his
second title at 160-lbs.

“Yes! He is snaky. I knew just
going in on his legs wasn’t enough
for a takedown. The first shot we

were in a little scramble but get-
ting in the positions I got familiar
with and scoring from those po-
sitions I think was key,” Gozdieski
said. “I knew his strong suit was
legs, so getting off on bottom
was a good opportunity for me
then I just kept attacking, at-
tacking, attacking.”

His second takedown sealed
the deal.

“I went headlock into a single.
He was on the edge. I could have
pushed him out but any point
you can get is important. I would
say that took care of business,”
Gozdieski said.

Cougar juniors Anthony Capece
and Tom DiGiovanni each claimed
their third district titles.
DiGiovanni won at 120-lbs via
injury disqualification and Capece
won at 113-lbs with an 8-4 win
over Blue Devil Chris Hoerle, who
pinned Raider Justin Sidebottom,
who finished third, in 3:51 with
an arm bar/half nelson.

In their previous meeting,
Sidebottom hit a duck-under
takedown in the final seconds to
defeat Hoerle.

“That was kind of a fluke match
for me. I didn’t wrestle my best.
This time I was looking forward
to go ahead and beat the kid I
have to beat. Got the points I had
to get. I am going to the regions
now,” Hoerle said.

Hoerle set up his pin with a
head-and-arm takedown.

“He always looks to duck out
that one side, so I figured he’s
weak on the other side, so I hit
him on the weak side,” said Hoerle
who added. “That’s the move I
try to hit every single match.
This time I got it in real deep.”

Looking ahead to the final with
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Capece, Hoerle said, “Capece is
a pretty tough kid. I think I
wrestled him pretty well that last
time. I am going to try to keep
the score close. I am going to try
to beat him and wrestle him like
any other kid.”

Cougar junior Chris Scorese also
claimed his third title with a 4:52,

15-0 tech fall that ended with a
Navy ride stack over Raider
Jashmar Phillippe at 132-lbs.
Phillippe reached the finals when
he pinned Jason Winters (R) in
1:00 with a front double grape-
vine stretcher.

“I wrestled him once and I beat
him 14-2 so I was confident. I

waited for him to come at me
because I saw him come at me
hard. I seized the opportunity
and dropped him on his back. It
was over from there,” Phillippe
explained.

Phillippe knew his bout with
Scorese was going to be an uphill
battle.

“He beat me four times, so I
just want to go out there and
wrestle my best,” Phillippe said.

Cougar junior Vince Concina
won his second title with a 9-1
majority decision over Charlie
Buckley (B) in the 145-lb final.

“I couldn’t get the shrug but I

was working on snapdowns. I
usually look to Turk him, so I just
rode him out,” Concina said.

Looking to the regions, he said,
“It’s just one match at a time. I
am looking to go down to Atlantic
City.”

Next came Cougar junior Brian
McGovern who won his second

title with a 5-2 decision over
Juan Miranda (E). “I couldn’t get
to my blast double. He had a
good stance. He was a strong
kid. I had to look to my singles,
my Russians,” McGovern said.

As to regions he said, “Same
thing that Vince said. ‘One match

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-4  Thursday, February 25, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

at a time.’ I am looking to make
a name for myself and head down
to Atlantic City.”

Raider Jaylen Bryant used a
cradle to pin Cougar Dylan Budnik
(took third place) in 2:26 to ad-
vance to the 195-lb finals. Bryant
used his devastating double-leg
tackles to set up his offense.

“I have been working on it all
season. Especially with [Coach
Marc] Fabiano because at the
beginning of the season, you
noticed it wasn’t like that at
Del Val/South Plainfield. I drive
through, he goes straight to
his back. I am pretty sure this
will help me out at regions. I

really want this district title,”
Bryant said.

His cradle was also quite per-
suasive. “Actually Sam Wustefeld
taught me that. I use a tight
waist, get the far ankle, lock it up
and go for the cradle. We just
kept drilling it all day yesterday
and now it’s my go-to move,”
Bryant said.

His title bout was going to be a
war with Brearley’s Saverio
Salcfas. “I wrestled him before. I
lost by three points. I am already
in the regions. I am just going to
go at him and see what happens.
I am excited,” Bryant said.

In the final, Salcfas had a 5-3
lead until he pinned Bryant with
a back trip-to-back in 5:11.

Cougar junior Alex Esposito won
his first district title, to go with
his county title, with a 5-2 deci-
sion over Blue Devil Phil Ricca in
the 220-lb final.

“I put a lot of work in the off-
season and made it up here and

I am proud of myself. It wasn’t
easy,” Esposito said

In regions, Esposito may see a
possible rematch with South
Plainfield’s seventh-ranked Zach
DelVecchio, who salvaged a 5-4
victory in their last meeting.

“I am definitely going to come
out a lot harder next time I see

him. I can’t wait to see how it
comes out,” Esposito said.

In only his second year of wres-
tling, Cougar Kevin Doran de-
feated Antonio Pugh (L), 5-3, for
the 285-lb crown.

“Last year I was worried about
not getting pinned for the team,

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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but this year I took a totally new
approach. I would go out there
wanting to pin kids. I put the
work in. It feels great to know
I’m a district champ now,” Doran
said.

Doran clinched the bout when

he pulled Pugh toward him and
caught his left leg for a takedown.

“I think I was like one for ten on
my snaps. Once I got that one, I
knew I could pretty much hand
fight until the end. It worked out
pretty well,” Doran said.

Blue Devil junior Zach
Rabinowitz had confidence in
choosing the top position in an
overtime tiebreaker with Cougar
Conor Halpin (took third) at 106-
lbs and it paid off when he was
able to control him for the re-
quired 30 seconds to advance to
the finals.

“The last time I wrestled him in
the counties, It came back to
ultimate ride out as well. I de-
cided to chose down. He rode me
out and I lost. I was thinking this
time I don’t want to make the
same decision, so I knew I could
ride for 30 seconds,” Rabinowitz
explained.

In his next bout with Sabri
Murray (R), Rabinowitz said, “I
know him. I wrestled him a couple
of times. He beat me 9-1 the last
time we wrestled. I am going to
try to close that gap. He’s a really
good wrestler. He’s quick. I just
have to slow him down, bring
him into my match and go at
him.”

Murray won the title with an 8-
2 decision. Javier Arrendondo
(L) won the 126-lb title with a
1:12 pin over Kevin Bazan (E).
Brearley’s Tim Murphy won the
138-lb title with a 6-3 decision
over Cougar Mike Nigro. Raider
Mike Ramos placed third at 152-

lbs and Blue Devil Emmett Smith
took third at 120-lbs.

CHAMPIONSHIP:
132: — Scorese (C) tf Phillippe (S) 15-0
138: — Murphy (B) d Nigro (C) 6-3
145: — Concina (C) md Buckley (B) 9-1
152: — McGovern (C) d Miranda (E) 5-2
160: — Gozdieski (W) d Busch (C) 5-0
170: — Wustefeld (S) p Miller (W) 6:55
OT
182: — Cappello (C) d Vernot (L) 5-0
195: — Salcfas (B) p Bryant (S) 5:11
220: — Esposito (C) d Ricca (W) 5-2
Hwt: — Doran (C) d Pugh (L) 5-3
106: — Murray (R) d Rabinowitz (W) 8-2
113: — Capece (C) d Hoerle (W) 8-4
120: — DiGiovanni (C) won disqualifi-
cation over Rhise Royster (R)
126: — Arrendondo (L) p Bazan (E) 1:12

THIRD PLACE:
106: — Conor Halpin (C)
113: — Justin Sidebottom (S)
120: — Emmett Smith (W)
126: — Antonio Delmau (R)
132: — Jason Winters (R)
138: — Lovensky Phillippe (R)
145: — Noel Diaz (L)
152: — Mike Ramos (S)
160: — Rasheem Paige (R)
170: — Andrew Tompkins (C)
182: — Pernell Williams (E)
195: — Dylan Budnik (C)
220: — Azir Lawson (E)
Hwt: — Danage Oliver (E)
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Wrestlers, coaches,
parents can request
photos – no charge
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Riverfront Station Parking
Discussed in Cranford

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Additional me-
tered parking spaces on South
Avenue across from the River
and Rail restaurant is being pro-
posed by the township commit-
tee.

During its Monday workshop
meeting, Commissioner Mary
O’Connor asked the committee
to change what currently is non-
delineated, free two-hour park-
ing, into 13 designated metered
spaces. In the evening, the park-
ing there is haphazard and this
plan would add “structure” to
that area, Ms. O’Connor said.

Additional safety measures
along the section of South Av-
enue between Centennial Avenue
and High Street is being explored
by the parking committee, she
said. Currently, pedestrians cross
in the middle of the street there,
she said. “We need to think about
putting in a pedestrian crossing
light,” she said.

Parking permits for employees
of the businesses at the Riverfront
at Cranford Station development
also is lacking, she said, and the
committee is investigating where
to find parking for them.

Desilting to increase the ca-
pacity of the Rahway River, bud-
geted to start last year, could
begin in October after the trout
fishing season, Township Engi-
neer Carl O’Brien said. In addi-
tion to the desilting, Mr. O’Brien
said he is recommending replac-
ing three dam gates, which were
not part of the budget. The gates
are at Droescher’s Mill Dam by
Lincoln Park East, Hansel Dam
by the Cranford Canoe Club (both
of which the Army Corps recom-
mended removing in its flood
study) and Sperry Dam on North
Union Avenue. The cost to re-
place the gates was not pre-
sented.

“The gates — that money —
could be taken out of a previous
bond ordinance … because you
need to raise and lower the gates
to do the desilting I believe that
would be an allowable expense …
You could take care of it immedi-
ately as opposed to waiting until
the rest of the desilting is done,”
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
said.

After a resident along the Or-
chard Brook forbade the town-
ship to come on his property to
survey the brook, Mr. O’Brien
said his staff will use an alternate
survey method to gain the data it
needs. It should be done the first
week of March, he said.

At the February 9 public meet-
ing, a resolution to purchase a
new Chevy Tahoe truck for the
police department was approved.
The committee said this vehicle
is intended to be used as an
operational vehicle with all of the
departmental markings, and is
not to be used as a personal
vehicle.

“We need to clarify that or re-
scind” the resolution, Township
Administrator Terence Wall said.
The sport utility vehicle (SUV) is
replacing two operational ve-
hicles, the committee said.

The fire and police chiefs each
have a contract that specifies
each have a personal, unmarked
car, “as is currently the case,”
Mr. Wall said. Commissioner
Patrick Giblin asked if a policy
explains the use of the opera-
tional vehicles, and Mr. Wall said
he would investigate it.

Mr. Giblin said he would like to
work with Mr. Wall in talking with
NJ Transit to have the west end
of the train platform operational
again after being closed for about
four years. Mayor Andis Kalnins
said state legislators have agreed
to help in the matter.

Garwood Votes to Eliminate
Councilman’s Health Benefits

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil formally introduced a resolu-
tion Tuesday night that would
strip Council President Lou
Petruzzelli of his municipal-pro-
vided health insurance benefits
despite the borough clerk de-
claring she would not certify the
change because she said she did
not have the authority to do so.

It was the third straight meet-
ing the issue has been raised,
and the second straight it has
sparked verbal jousting sessions
between members of council and
the public. The 3-to-2 vote with
Mr. Petruzzelli’s abstention set
up a Tuesday, March 8 clash,
when the proposal will be de-
bated again and get a final vote.

A clearly annoyed Mr.
Petruzzelli, who had been largely

silent the past two meetings,
cited Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma’s statement in assert-
ing his entitlement to the ben-
efits, which Councilman Joe Sarno
calculated has risen to $32,000
annually and has cost the bor-
ough more than $168,000 since
he took office in 2009.

“I do not plan on signing a waiver
to not have health benefits for my
family, and that’s the end of it,”
Mr. Petruzzelli said during the
workshop session of the meeting.
“I will not sign a waiver. I will not
be bullied into waiving those
health benefits, and go to Ms.
Ariemma’s statement if you have
any other questions.

“I’ve had enough of being
quiet,” he said.

When asked by Councilman Jim
Mathieu if he would consider a
compromise, Mr. Petruzzelli in-

terrupted before he could finish.
“I don’t have any answers for

you, Councilman Mathieu,” he
said, before the two began speak-
ing over one another.

After Mayor Charles Lombardo
gaveled the exchange to order,
Mr. Mathieu claimed he had been
recognized to speak.

“I don’t recognize you,” Mr.
Petruzzelli said.

The issue was prefaced when
Ms. Ariemma read from a memo
to council members essentially
stating that Garwood had agreed
to enter into the state system for
health insurance benefits in 1974,
including part-time employees
such as elected officials. A 2010
change to the law halted the prac-
tice for part-time employees, but
“grandfathered” those already re-
ceiving benefits, she said.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
GETTING THEIR TIME…Like their Westfield counterparts in December, the Cranford High School football team is
honored with a resolution at the February 18 meeting of the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders for the Cougars’
unbeaten state championship season.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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The pending resolution would
only affect Mr. Petruzzelli. No
other members of the Garwood
council receive these benefits.

As the certifying officer for those
benefits, “I add and remove em-
ployees from the system for spe-
cific reason that include the fol-
lowing options: leave of absence,
involuntary termination, death,
termination, retirement, reduc-
tion in work hours,” Ms. Ariemma
said. “There is no option to re-
move employees for other rea-
sons. I cannot select an option
that is false.”

Mr. Mathieu, Mr. Sarno and
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro, all
Republicans, still voted to intro-
duce the ordinance while Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco, a Demo-
crat, and Councilman Mike Mar-
tin, a Republican, voted no.

Four residents rose to decry
the move while another, Rich
McCormack – who spoke at pre-
vious meetings – again rhetori-
cally questioned Mr. Petruzzelli,
who owns his own electrical con-
tracting business, why he was
requiring the townspeople to pay
for his benefits. At the previous

meeting, Mr. McCormack pointed
out that he, too, owns a con-
tracting business.

The issue came up again in one
of the final actions in the meeting
when the council voted to grant an
Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
request for the confidential memo
prepared by Borough Attorney Bob
Renaud asking whether the mu-
nicipality could halt the health in-
surance benefits.

The request came from plan-
ning board member Paul Nieves,
who railed against Mr. Mathieu
while reading from a prepared
text for more than five minutes
during the workshop session.

Mr. Mathieu and Ms. Cuccaro
voted against releasing the docu-
ment, suggesting it would set a
precedent for any other confi-
dential memos circulated among
council members. Ms. Todisco
voted to release the memo along
with Mr. Petruzzelli, Mr. Martin
and Mr. Sarno, who said he
wrestled with the idea but de-
cided to go along since Mr. Mar-
tin cited the main points at the
February 9 meeting when ex-
plaining the laws and licenses
committee’s decision to reject
the measure.

In other actions, the council
adopted a new fee schedule for
non-life hazard fire inspections,
including those for professional
businesses, retail establish-
ments, manufacturing, storage
and residential.

Mr. Mathieu also said the school
board has approved a new
shared-service maintenance
agreement, including a 2-per-
cent increase, and asked that the
contract be considered at the
Tuesday, March 8 meeting.

Mr. Martin noted that Police
Chief Bruce Underhill told the
laws and licenses committee that
the property maintenance code,
particularly the enforcement pro-
vision, was based on an outdated
national code that has become
obsolete and needed revision.

Jonathan R. Parker for The Westfield Leader
ATHLETIC HONORS...Members of Cranford's champion football team shake
hands with Board of Education President Kurt Petschow and Interim Superin-
tendent of Schools Marilyn Birnbaum en route to receiving acknowledgement
from Coach Erik Rosenmeier.

Three departments presented
their budgets for 2016. Library
Director John Malar said his $1.3-
million spending plan was met
after he cut operating hours and
reduced spending for books and
other lending materials. Any sav-
ings the library does see, he
said, typically is added to the
books budget. The amount allot-
ted for electricity is up sharply,
from $30,000 in 2015 to $48,000
in 2016, after the township chose
not to subsidize the bill in July.
“That makes for a big change,”
Mr. Malar said.

The parks and recreation de-
partment added some senior pro-
grams. The committee also dis-
cussed having a police officer
present at the community cen-
ter, particularly Friday nights, to
assist in keeping children from
leaving the premises before their
parents arrive and to control
unwanted behaviors.

The Centennial Pool’s refurbish-
ments are to take place through-

out the course of the year and
are to include replacing the roof,
renovating the locker rooms and
heating, ventilation and air con-
ditioning (HVAC). Summer pool
memberships for residents can
be purchased beginning Tues-
day, March 1.

Fees will increase by $5 for
residents and $10 for out-of-
town residents, but will not be
raised for senior citizens.

The Cranford Health Depart-
ment and the Westfield Regional
Health Department gave their
budget and monthly reports. The
Cranford Health Department
hired a new employee in Decem-
ber, with a salary of $37,505,
registered Environmental Health
Specialist Monika Koscova-Jencik
said, which increased the 2016
budget. The Westfield Regional
Health Department contract is
up 0.67 percent over last year,
Health Officer Megan Avallone
said. The salaries total $51,000
for Cranford, she said.

CF Riverfront Station Parking

GW Votes to Eliminate Councilman’s Benefits

Cranford BOE Still Mulls
HS Block Scheduling

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — On Monday night
Cranford High School Principal
Kate McCabe addressed the
board of education for the sec-
ond straight meeting about
changing the high school to a
rotating block schedule.

At the previous meeting on Feb-
ruary 8, Ms. McCabe initially pre-
sented the proposed shift from
the current eight-period day of
43 minutes each with a 25-minute
block for lunch to a rotational
schedule with six 57-minute pe-
riods and a 55-minute shared
lunch period.

She said at that time that the
new schedule would improve the
quality of life of the students by
adding variety to their daily rou-
tine. It also would reduce stress
by creating a block of free time in
the middle of the day in an ex-
tended lunch and reducing the
number of classes that students
have to prepare for each night.

The change additionally would
have instructional value by en-
abling instructors to go into more
depth in lesson plans.

Interim Superintendent Marilyn
Birnbaum said at the February 8
meeting that the board needed
to decide on this matter and
begin to move forward, suggest-
ing that a vote might come at the
February 22 meeting. No vote
came at Monday night’s meet-
ing, however.

Ms. McCabe reported on a meet-
ing she had with high-school par-
ents about the prospective
changes. She reported that about
80 to 100 parents attended an
information session about the
block schedule proposal. She also
asked for input from students
themselves on the desirability of
such a change and any concerns
students may have.

One new question that arose
from those meetings was whether
or not a “zero period” was desir-
able. A minority of students cur-
rently sign up for nine periods a
day. The question then was
whether a zero period, beginning
at 7:15 a.m., should be aban-
doned or carried over into the
new schedule.

One of the electives currently
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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offered in the zero period that
would be affected by the decision
is percussion.

Assistant Band Director Dan
Frieri was in attendance at Mon-
day night’s meeting and ad-
dressed the board about the de-
sirability of keeping percussion
as a zero-period offering. He said
that having seen percussion

implemented in different formats
over the years, he has come to
believe that offering it as its own
entity during the zero period pro-
vides the most benefit.

If it were offered as a stand-
alone course during the day, then
students would be forced to
choose between that course and
other music offerings. Mr. Frieri

thought this would be a disser-
vice to the students.

Indeed, Ms. Birnbaum had ear-
lier praised the district for its
well-rounded curriculum and
commitment to the arts in par-
ticular. The board echoed Ms.
Birnbaum’s sentiment and shared
Mr. Frieri’s concern that remov-
ing the zero period might dimin-
ish the strength that CHS cur-
rently boasts in the arts.

The majority of the board re-
ported being convinced of the
benefits of the block schedule
idea. However, many expressed
concerns about the details of its
implementation and whether or
not CHS was ready for the change.

Board President Kurt Petschow
said no one on the board wants
to stop the process leading to the
changes; however, he joined his
fellow board members in express-
ing the need for more details
surrounding the implementation
of the change. Specifically, he
called for more information on
security concerns and the finan-
cial costs of the transition.

Mr. Petschow added, “I just
want to make sure it’s done right.
I hate to sound like a Cranford
person, but we want to make
sure it’s done the Cranford way.”

In other matters, Business Ad-
ministrator Robert Carfagno re-
ported an increase in state aid to
the district this year in the amount
of $55,762. He noted that ap-
proximately $10,000 of that
amount would be withheld, how-
ever, in order to pay for an in-
district student’s attendance at a
charter school.

Mr. Carfagno also updated the
board on potential changes to the
way pension and health benefits
are paid for district employees.

At present, unlike municipali-
ties, school districts do not shoul-
der those costs for their employ-
ees. A change being suggested by
Governor Chris Christie, however,
could shift that burden away from
the state towards the districts.

Cranford BOE Still Mulls HS Block Scheduling

Courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
YOUNG REPUBLICAN…Garwood Councilman, Joe Sarno, left, was honored
as Young Republican of the Year at the Union County Republican Party’s annual
Lincoln Day Dinner at Casa di Martino in Roselle Park last Wednesday. Joining
Mr. Sarno were fellow Garwood council members Ileen Cuccaro, right, Jim
Mathieu and Mr. Mathieu’s wife, Liz Mathieu.

Cranford Looking to
Increase Pool Fees

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee unanimously intro-
duced an ordinance Tuesday
night that would raise most an-
nual fees for the Cranford com-
munity pool.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen
made a point of noting that the
committee elected to keep the
senior citizen rate at $65. Aside
from that, Mr. Hannen said that
other categories will be raised by
approximately $5.

A public hearing is planned for
the committee’s March 22 meet-
ing.

In other business, the commit-
tee unanimously passed five
resolutions.

 The first pertained to sustain-
able land use. Specifically, the
committee plans to incorporate
principles related to facilities sit-
ing, housing variety and natural
resource preservation into its
next master plan revision.

That revision will look to in-
crease the housing options while
also encouraging or making the
township more walk and bicycle
friendly. As a municipality lo-
cated in a densely populated area,
the township committee ex-
pressed preserving open space
for both the ecological and recre-
ational value.

The committee also authorized
the Chamber of Commerce to
hold its annual Spring Festival on
Sunday, May 1; its annual Fall
Festival on Sunday, October 16;
and a Children’s Expo on Sun-
day, August 21.

The same resolution also au-
thorized street closures from 7:30
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Affected streets
include North Union Avenue from
Springfield Avenue to North Av-
enue; the entire length of Warner
Plaza and a portion of Municipal
Lot No. 3 on the north side of the
train station; Eastman Street
Clock Plaza; Walnut Avenue from

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Fall 2015 Dean's List Honors
Announced at Tufts Univ.

MEDFORD, Mass. – Tufts Univer-
sity recently announced the dean's
list for undergraduate students en-
rolled for the Fall 2015 semester.

Among the students named are:
Alexandra Aronson of Westfield,
class of 2019; Elizabeth Bender
of Cranford, class of 2018; Bonnie
Caldwell of Cranford, class of
2019; Sarah Chin of Westfield,
class of 2019; Alex Goldschmidt
of Westfield, class of 2016;
Lindsey Jacobs of Westfield, class
of 2016; Jake Kaplan of Westfield,
class of 2018; Helen Mizrach of
Westfield, class of 2019; Melanie
Nettler of Westfield, class of
2019; Michaela Nies of Westfield,
NJ, class of 2017; Emma Phillips
of Westfield, class of 2019; Brian

Pollock of Westfield, class of
2016; Hermes Suen of Westfield,
class of 2019; Kelsey Ames of
Scotch Plains, class of 2018;
Benjamin Kaminoff of Scotch
Plains, class of 2018; Alexa Paiva
of Scotch Plains, class of 2018;
Ashley Smith of Scotch Plains,
class of 2019; and Orian Sneor of
Scotch Plains, class of 2019.

Dean's list honors at Tufts Uni-
versity require a semester grade
point average of 3.4 or greater.

Tufts University, located on
three Massachusetts campuses
in Boston, Medford/Somerville,
and Grafton, and in Talloires,
France, is recognized among the
premier research universities in
the United States.

Coastal Carolina University
Announces Dean's List

CONWAY, S.C. – Approximately
2,248 students have made the
Fall Semester 2015 Dean's List
for academic achievement at
Coastal Carolina University.

To qualify for the Dean's List,
freshmen must earn a 3.25 grade
point average, and upperclass-
men must earn a 3.5 grade point
average. To qualify for the
President's List, students must
earn a 4.0 grade point average.

All students must be enrolled full
time.

They include: Nellie Forker of
Cranford, a Sophomore major-
ing in English and Samantha
Veltre of Cranford, a Freshman
with an underclared major.

Coastal Carolina University was
founded in 1954 as Coastal Caro-
lina Junior College and became
an independent state university
in 1993.
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Trinity Collecting Items For
Seamen’s Church Institute

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, is collect-
ing items for the Seamen’s
Church Institute (SCI) at Port
Newark through Sunday, March
6.

The church is seeking dona-
tions of trial-size shampoo, two-
to four-ounce bottles of hand
lotion, lip balm, soft packs of
facial tissue, packs of chewing
gum, microwave popcorn, and
the fronts of old Christmas cards.

“These items will be given to
the merchant mariners who
spend months at sea at a time
aboard cargo freighters deliver-
ing cargo around the world,” said
Marion Nechuta, Trinity Outreach
chairperson. Further information
is available by calling the church
at (908) 276-4047.

The SCI, founded in 1834 and
affiliated with the Episcopal
Church, is the largest mariners’
support agency in North America.
It provides professional mariners
with specially-tailored education,

free legal advocacy for mariner
welfare, and pastoral care. It
operates Seafarer Centers in Port
Newark, the Port of Oakland,
Houston, Tex., and Paducah, Ky.
SCI chaplains visit more than
2,400 vessels a year. The Sea-
farer Centers provide mariners
and port workers with Internet
access and personal computers,
international calling and inex-
pensive phone cards, recreational
activities, worship and pastoral
care regardless of their religious
affiliation, and free shuttles from
terminal gates to the center and
local stores. For more informa-
tion about the Seamen’s Church
Institute, visit
seamenschurch.org/ or call (973)
589-5828.

The Trinity Episcopal Church is
a family church that has been
serving Cranford area families
since 1872. Sunday services are
at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. For more
information about Trinity, call
(908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

Chestnut Street to North Avenue;
and Alden Street from North Av-
enue to Miln Street.

In a separate resolution, the
committee also granted the
Chamber of Commerce permis-
sion to hold “Classic Cruiser
Nights” with music from 5 p.m.
to 9 p.m. on four Wednesday
nights during the summer: May
11, June 8, July 13, and August
10.

These nights also impact street
and lot parking. One hundred
fifty spaces will be designated as
no parking spaces. Additionally,
North Union Avenue will be closed
from North Avenue to Springfield
Avenue, as well as Alden Street

from North Avenue to Miln Street.
Finally, Municipal Lot No. 1

across from the municipal build-
ing will be closed Saturday, No-
vember 5 from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m.
in connection with the annual
tree lighting ceremony. The same
lot will be closed from 1 p.m. to
4 p.m. on Saturday, December
17 in connection with the
township’s trolley rides.

Additionally, the delegation of
Mayor Andis Kalnins, Deputy
Mayor Mary O’Connor and Com-
missioner Thomas Hannen re-
ported on its recent trip to Wash-
ington to lobby New Jersey’s con-
gressional delegation for fund-
ing of flood mitigation efforts

along the Rahway River.
They said they met with Sen.

Bob Menendez (D-NJ), Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-NJ7), as well
as staff members of Sen. Cory
Booker (D-NJ), Rep.  Donald
Payne, Jr. (D-NJ10), and Rep.
Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-NJ11)
and representatives from the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, all of
whom expressed support for the
project.

Ms. O’Connor stressed that
Cranford needs the help of the
federal government to mitigate
future flood damage and urged
residents to continue to write
letters to legislators to support
suggestions by the Corps.

Cranford Twp. Looking to Increase Pool Fees St. Michael School 5K Race
To Benefit Wounded Vets

CRANFORD — The Home School
Association of Saint Michael
School in Cranford will host a USA
Track and Field Certified 5K Race
and One-Mile “Fun Run” on Satur-
day, April 9. The event will be held
at Nomahegan Park, located at
1024 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford. All are invited to par-
ticipate in this community event.

The race will benefit both The
Wounded Warrior Project and
Saint Michael School. For the 5K
Race, awards will be presented to
Top Overall Male/Female finish-
ers and Top Male/Female finish-
ers by age group. All participants
in both the One-Mile “Fun Run”
and 5K will receive dog tags. Par-
ticipants registered prior to Fri-
day, April 1, will receive race T-
shirts, while supplies last.

Events will start at 8:45 a.m.
with the One-Mile “Fun Run.”
There is a $15 registration fee per
participant; the price increases to
$20 after Wednesday, April 6.
The 5K Race will follow at 9:30
a.m. There is a $30 registration
fee per participant; the price in-
creases to $35 after April 6. Online
registration is available at:
compuscore.com.

The mission of The Wounded
Warrior Project is to honor and
empower wounded veterans, and
to raise awareness of and enlist
the public’s aid for the needs of
injured service members. The or-

ganization provides direct pro-
grams and services to meet the
needs of wounded military mem-
bers.

Saint Michael School will donate
a portion of the funds generated
by this race to The Wounded
Warrior Project. For additional in-
formation, e-mail
warriors4warriors@gmail.com.

Self-Defense Program
For Kids Is Offered

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that a Kid Safe
Self Defense Karate and Safety
Awareness program will be avail-
able in the spring.

This program is designed to
enhance self-esteem, self-disci-
pline and safety awareness. Stu-
dents are placed into classes ac-
cording to age and ability. A black
belt instructor teaches beginning,
intermediate and advanced tech-
niques for self-defense only. Self-
discipline and defense, rather
than aggressiveness, are pro-
moted. Weekly safety flyers fo-
cus on a wide range of topics,
including stranger, fire safety and
more.

Registration for the Spring ses-
sion will begin in March. Classes
will be held on Thursdays, for
boys and girls, ages 5 to 15. The
cost is $85 for a 10-week ses-
sion. Registration is for Cranford
residents only and may be done
in person at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford, or
online at
register.communitypass.net/
cranford through Community
Pass. For additional information,
call the Cranford Community
Center at (908) 709-7283.
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Knights Schedule
St. Patty’s Dinner

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold a
St. Patty’s Dinner with enter-
tainment at their Council Hall
on Sunday, March 20, from 4 to
8 p.m. The dinner will include
corned beef, cabbage and po-
tatoes, bread, salad, dessert
and coffee. A cash bar will be
available. Tickets are $15 for
adults and $10 for children un-
der the age of 12. Chicken nug-
get dinners also will be avail-
able for children. The ticket
purchase deadline is Thursday,
March 10.

Tickets can be purchased
weekdays after 4 p.m. at the
Columbian Club of Garwood
building, located at 37 South
Avenue, Garwood, opposite the
former PathMark store. Parking
is available behind the building
off Willow Avenue (turn at Marty
Shoes). Visitors are asked to
use the side-door entrance. On
weekends, first call (908) 789-
9809. For information, call The
Knights at (908) 789-9809 af-
ter 4 p.m., or Dennis at (908)
247-5389.
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Right or Wrong, Grandfathered
Garwood Council Benefit Is State Law

As someone who stated the
facts on the health benefits of a
grandfathered council member,
I feel compelled to write this
letter. When I ran for the Garwood
Council in 2014, I made this fact
clear, without personal attacks,
at the debate at The Pointe. I
stated that If Councilman
Petruzzelli was not re-elected,
the borough would save money
by not having to pay for his health
benefits, as he had been
grandfathered in by the state. He
was re-elected to his third term
that year and, as always, I re-
spect election results and state
law. What would our country be
like if we did not respect elec-
tions and laws? The current ven-
detta by the renegade Republi-
cans against Councilman
Petruzzelli is very unnerving.

Even though many, including
myself, do not agree with the
concept of elected officials re-
ceiving health benefits through
the municipality, the issue at
hand is the law. Had I been
elected with Councilman
Petruzzelli in 2014, I would not
ignore the borough attorney and
the state law. This attempt by
Council members Cuccaro,
Mathieu, and Sarno sets a ter-
rible precedent. What other laws
are they willing to ignore? Let’s
call it what it is — just another
political move.

During the 2014 debate, Re-
publican candidate Tina Simitz
stated the issue of Councilman
Petruzzelli’s benefits was a “per-
sonal” one and that is why she
did not use it during her cam-
paign. At a Council meeting
shortly after that election, Coun-
cilman Mathieu responded to a
resident asking about the ben-
efits, to leave that issue alone as
the voters spoke and Mr.
Petruzzelli won that election.

At the last Council meeting, Mr.
Mathieu’s position on the ben-
efits has flip-flopped. Suppos-

edly, the change of heart comes
because of the shared service
vote made by Councilman
Petruzzelli. It was the law and
acceptable for Councilman
Petruzzelli to receive the ben-
efits then, but now the Republi-
cans want to mislead the public
into thinking they can rightfully
take them away as though the
state law is unclear. The law is
the law. Apparently, they are
retaliating against him because
of a vote.

The health care reform law is
actually very clear. if you read it.
State law, Chapter 2, PL 2010
states, “Any employee or officer
of a local employer or the state
who was enrolled on or before
May 21, 2010, is eligible for con-
tinued coverage based on the
minimum work hour require-
ments in place prior to May 21,
2010, provided there is no break
in the employee’s/officer’s ser-
vice or reduction in work hours,”
and “appointed or elected offic-
ers who were appointed or elected
prior to May 21st do not need to
meet the 35-hour per week mini-
mum provided they remain in
their elected or appointed posi-
tion continuously after May 21st.”

Furthermore, the Republicans
are the only ones threatening
lawsuits in Garwood. They tried
to scare the public about a po-
tential lawsuit following the
shared service agreement, which
has not happened. Now they are
putting words in Councilman
Petruzzelli’s mouth. There should
not be any fear of lawsuits as
long as the Council is following
the law and listening to the attor-
ney paid for by the taxpayers. So
the question is: Are they? Or are
the self-proclaimed renegades
earning their title by betraying
the American principles of law
and order?

Carol Kearney
Former Garwood Councilwoman

Is Compromise Possible
In The Garwood Council?

Is $168,000 enough money for
Garwood’s residents to have paid
a sitting Council member since
2010? That figure is the total
amount that the borough’s tax-
payers have paid for Democrat
Council President Louis
Petruzzelli’s health and dental
benefits since his election to
Garwood’s Council in November
2009. How can this be if Gover-
nor Christie and the Democrat
Legislature in Trenton had done
away with part-time elected offi-
cials’ receipt of health benefits at
taxpayer expense in May of 2010?
Well, through a loophole inter-
preted and promoted by law-
yers, elected officials who have
continuously served a munici-
pality since before the date of
that reform are deemed to have
been “grandfathered” and still to
be able to receive such benefits.

We call on Council President
Petruzzelli to forgo his health
and dental benefits at taxpayer
expense for the prohibitive an-
nual cost of over $32,000. In
Garwood, this amount of money
is significant. It is nearly as much
as the $17,600 Garwood bud-
gets for its senior citizens’ pro-
gram and the $17,500 we bud-
get for snow removal in a given
year combined. It is approxi-
mately 1 1/2 times the $19,000
it takes to run Garwood’s Recre-
ation Complex for a year and the
$23,000 we spend annually for
telephone service. It is $3,500
more than the $28,500 Garwood
budgeted for shade tree mainte-
nance in all of 2015. It is three
times the $10,800 in annual sti-
pends for which the Mayor and
six Councilpersons are eligible.

If Council President Petruzzelli
refuses to give up his $32,000
per year health and dental ben-
efits, perhaps a compromise may

be reached where the Council
President contributes a mean-
ingful amount of money toward
the payment of his premiums.
Thus far, neither Council Presi-
dent Petruzzelli nor any of his
surrogates have approached us
about reaching any such com-
promise. We remain optimistic
that we can craft a bipartisan
compromise that will achieve sig-
nificant savings for Garwood.

Garwood Councilpersons
Ileen Bocchino-Cuccaro

James Mathieu, Joseph Sarno

Garwood Residents Can Pay Property
Taxes On Line by Credit Card

As is the practice in many com-
munities, the ability for Garwood
residents to pay their property
taxes on line has been set up.
This system is growing in popu-
larity and provides another online
convenience. In order to use this
service, taxes must be current.
Late payers will still have to pay
their taxes in person, at the bor-
ough tax office. With this new
service, residents can also view
their taxes on line, as well. An-
other convenience of this system
is that residents can earn points
on their chosen credit card, know
that payment is immediately re-
ceived and credited helping your
credit score.

If you visit the Garwood bor-
ough website, www.garwood.org,
at the top right corner you will see
where to click to avail yourself of
this service. Please be aware,
however, that there are fees as-
sociated with this service to pay
taxes online. If paying by ACH
(Automated Clearing House) or
e-check, there is a $1.05 conve-
nience fee. If using a Visa per-

sonal debit/credit card, there is a
$3.95 convenience fee. The fee
for other debit and credit card
payments will be approximately
2.95 percent of your total bill.
Fees are neither set by the bor-
ough, or kept by the borough, but
by the credit card companies.

Also note that Borough Hall
offices are open extended hours
on the second and fourth Tues-
days, until 6 p.m. for your conve-
nience.

Charles Lombardo
Mayor of Garwood

Local Letters to the Editor
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Library Friends Offer
Paradiso Scholarship
CRANFORD — The Friends of the

Cranford Public Library are offer-
ing the Gerard Paradiso Scholar-
ship ($1,000) to a Cranford resi-
dent who currently is pursuing or
intends to pursue a graduate de-
gree in library information science
or media specialist.

The award is not based on need.
The candidate must furnish proof
of acceptance to an accredited
university, a letter of reference,
and an essay.

Applications will be available at
the Cranford Public Library refer-
ence desk, beginning Tuesday,
March 1 and returned to: The
Friends of the Cranford Public
Library, P.O. Box 400, Cranford,
N.J. 07016. The deadline to ap-
ply is Monday, May 2, 2016.
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GARWOOD
Saturday, January 30, Maleek

Montgomery, 24, of Elmwood
Park was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated
(DWI). While on patrol, a police
officer observed a Dodge four-
door sedan stopped in the lane of
traffic on the 100 block of North
Avenue and found Montgomery
asleep in the driver’s seat. The
officer was able to wake the driver
and had him step out of the car to
perform field sobriety tests.
Montgomery failed the tests and
was placed under arrest for DWI,
according to police. Montgomery
was transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed
and charged with multiple motor
vehicle summonses, including
DWI, and failure to submit to
breath testing. He was released
pending a court appearance.

Sunday, February 7, Raino
Loytty, 64, of Long Beach, N.Y.
was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on the 300 block of North
Avenue for equipment violations
and was discovered to have sev-
eral outstanding traffic warrants.
An investigation found that Loytty,
the driver, was operating the ve-
hicle with a suspended license and
also had the outstanding warrants.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed
and issued several motor vehicle
summonses. Loytty posted $306
for the outstanding warrants and
was released pending a court ap-
pearance.

Wednesday, February 10, Tho-
mas Defranco, 26, of Cranford
was arrested and charged with
possession of suspected marijuana
following a motor vehicle stop on
the 300 block of North Avenue for
an equipment violation. After fur-
ther investigation, Defranco, the
driver, was found to be in posses-
sion of marijuana, according to
police. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters where he was
processed and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of

suspected marijuana in addition
to a motor vehicle summons.
Defranco was released pending a
court appearance.

Thursday, February 18, Louis
Bove, 22, of Clark was arrested
and charged with possession of
suspected marijuana following a
motor vehicle stop for a moving
violation. After further investiga-
tion, Bove, the driver, was found
to be in possession of suspected
marijuana, which police said was
hidden under the front passenger
seat of the vehicle. Bove was taken
into custody and transported to
police headquarters, where he was
processed and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana in addition
to the motor vehicle summons.
Bove was released pending a court
appearance.

Saturday, February 20, Daniel
Kalisky, 34, of Fanwood was ar-
rested and charged with provid-
ing false information following a
motor vehicle stop on the 600
block of South Avenue for a mov-
ing violation. Further investiga-
tion found that the driver, Kalisky,
provided a false name in order to

avoid arrest and that he cur-
rently was wanted by the Essex
County Sheriff’s Office. Kalisky
was taken into custody and trans-
ported to police headquarters
where he was processed. In ad-
dition to being charged with pro-
viding false information, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for having a suspended driver’s
license and expired registration.
Kalisky was turned over to the
Essex County Sheriff’s Office for
the outstanding no-bail warrant.

Saturday, February 20, Sean
Mota, 29, of Union was arrested
and charged with possession of
suspected marijuana after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on the 300 block of
South Avenue for a moving viola-
tion. Further investigation found
that the driver, Mota, had sus-
pected marijuana in the vehicle’s
glove box, according to police.
Mota was transported to police
headquarters where he was pro-
cessed. He was charged with pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) under 50 grams
in addition to motor vehicle sum-
monses. Mota was released pend-
ing a court appearance.

BOWLING NIGHT...The North Jersey Alumni Club of Alpha Phi Delta Na-
tional Fraternity held their annual bowling night on January 30 at Garwood
Lanes. More than 30 members and their guests were in attendance. Jeff Clarke
of Fanwood led the pack with a high game of 236. Proceeds from the event will
go towards the Americo “Em” Farulo Scholarship Fund. Brother Farulo
founded the alumni club in 1952. In recent years the club has held more than a
half-dozen events per year in Union County, and 2016 will be no different.

SCRANTON, Penn. – Local resi-
dents were among more than
1,550 students named to The
University of Scranton Dean's
List, which recognizes students
for academic excellence during
the 2015 fall semester. A stu-
dent must have a grade point
average of 3.5 or better with a
minimum number of credit hours
to make the Dean's List.

Catherine Bruno of Westfield  is
a sophomore international stud-
ies major in the University's Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences.

Kasey Donahue of Cranford is a
junior mathematics major in the
University's College of Arts and
Sciences.

Lauren Carosi of Cranford is a
senior psychology major in the
University's College of Arts and
Sciences.

Michael Dombrowski of

Cranford is a senior international
studies major in the University's
College of Arts and Sciences.

Nicole Carpetto of Westfield is
a freshman health administra-
tion major in the University's
Panuska College of Professional
Studies.

Danielle Jakubik of Cranford is
a senior occupational therapy ma-
jor in the University's Panuska
College of Professional Studies.

Marissa Frank of Cranford is a
freshman marketing major in the
University's Kania School of Man-
agement.

Brittny Gallagher of Westfield
is a sophomore marketing major
in the University's Kania School
of Management.

Thomas Trotter of Cranford is a
sophomore finance major in the
University's Kania School of Man-
agement.

The University of Scranton is a
Jesuit school located in North-
eastern Pennsylvania.

Cranford Resident Named
To Simmons Dean’s List

BOSTON, Mass – Kaylie-Ann
Patricia Flannigan, a Cranford
resident, was named to the 2015
fall  semester dean’s list at
Simmons College in Boston.

To qualify for dean’s list status,

undergraduate students must
obtain a grade point average of
3.5 or higher, based on 12 or
more credit hours of work in
classes using the letter grade
system.

Simmons College is a nation-
ally recognized private univer-
sity located in the heart of Bos-
ton. Founded in 1899, Simmons
is the only undergraduate
women’s college in Boston, and
maintains a history of visionary
thinking and a focus on social
responsibility. The college offers
world-class coeducational gradu-
ate programs in nursing and
health sciences, liberal arts, li-
brary and information science,
business management, and so-
cial work.
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Local Residents Named to
Univ. of Scranton Dean's List



L E A D E R / T I M E S  S E R V I C E  A N N O U N C E M E N TL E A D E R / T I M E S  S E R V I C E  A N N O U N C E M E N TL E A D E R / T I M E S  S E R V I C E  A N N O U N C E M E N TL E A D E R / T I M E S  S E R V I C E  A N N O U N C E M E N TL E A D E R / T I M E S  S E R V I C E  A N N O U N C E M E N T
Are you enjoying the quality content you’re reading
in the pages of this fine newspaper? If this is true...

WE’RE ASKING YOU
Our newspaper will be mailed to your home and/or place of business each week within the USA

WESTFIELD, GARWOOD, SCOTCH PLAINS, MOUNTAINSIDE, CRANFORD, FANWOOD, CLARK, SPRINGFIELD, KENILWORTH, SUMMIT, BERKELEY HEIGHTS, NEW PROVIDENCE

TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!
Click HereBy CC Online

By Check, please print and mail this.

The Westfield Leader & The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES
PO Box 250, 251 North Ave. West, Westfield, NJ 07091

  Tel 908 232-4407; Fax 908 232-0473 Email press@goleader.com

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

for The Westfield Leader for The SP-F Times

New Subscriber Renewal

One year ($33) - Two years ($62) Three years ($90)

First Name:
Last Name:
Street Addr:
City: State: Zip Code:
Tel: Email:

By Phone, Call 908 232-4407

Make check payable to The Westfield Leader

HERE’S WHY

You are important. Our advertisers CARE about doing business
with you and want to know that YOU are reading their message
in the LEADER/TIMES each week.

Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this coupon
TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

www.goleader.com/subscribe

