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ANYTHING BUT IDIOTIC...Bill Geltzeiler is pictured as “Johnny” in CDC Theatre’s current production of Green Day’s
American Idiot. The show continues the next two weekeneds. For tickets visit www.cdctheatre.org or call (908) 276-7611.

CDC’s  American Idiot Showcases
Trial and Error of American Youth

By DEVON YANVARY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – It is so typical for
the youth of America to criticize their
elders. It doesn’t necessarily matter
which youth we’re talking about.
Every generation has encountered that
problematic “age gap” that causes the
old and the young to take extreme
opposite stances on every issue under
the sun. Is this outspoken activism
what’s wrong with the youth of today
or what’s right with it? And what
better way to explore this phenom-
enon than with a musical?

The Cranford Dramatic Club’s per-
formance of Green Day’s American
Idiot is the story of three all-Ameri-
can kids—Johnny, Tunny and Will—
trapped in the social prison that is
suburbia. The musical follows the
boys as they try to escape ordinary
life, parental oppression and civic
expectations, all to the beat of various
Green Day songs. It is an
unapologetically profane, obscene,
critical and self-aware piece that was
both hysterical and heartbreaking.

Bill Geltzeiler played the lead of
Johnny, who travels to the city to find
freedom, and instead finds drug ad-
diction and isolation. Mr. Geltzeiler’s
portrayal of the sarcastic, egotistic,

self-righteous Johnny was a joy. His
“diary entries,” used to symbolize the
passage of time, were the main source
of humor, and were hilariously hypo-
critical.

Chris Traina played Tunny, who
also goes to New York out of rebel-
lion; ironically, Tunny finds rebelling
quite difficult and instead enlists in
the Army, becoming the very type of
person he initially hated—the ideal
patriot. Mr. Traina was just as con-
flicted, dedicated and broken as a war
“veteran” should be.

Ben Simons and Lindsay
Braverman played Will and Heather,
the young couple with the unexpected
pregnancy. Will, who was supposed
to go to New York, decides to stay in
the suburbs and raise the child with
Heather. However, the boredom and
helplessness led Will into an alco-
holic and depressive state, forcing
Lindsay to pick up the slack. Though
Mr. Simons and Ms. Braverman didn’t
have as many lines as their co-stars,
their performance was just as enjoy-
able, as they were able to convey so
much emotion with almost no words
at all.

Ali Gleason played the role of
Whatshername (named so after a
break-up song of the same title), the
girl Johnny dates during his time in

New York. Though supportive, excit-
ing and in love with Johnny,
Whatshername leaves him after a
heroin-induced incident with a knife.
Ms. Gleason conveyed the erratic,
oblivious nature that is young love
with ease. Similarly, she portrayed
the red-hot anger that follows a bad
break-up with the same conviction in
her song “Letterbomb.”

Christopher Jay played the role of
St. Jimmy, who is alluded to be a drug
dealer and friend of Johnny’s; how-
ever, it is revealed that St. Jimmy is
simultaneously the manifestation of
Johnny’s drug addiction and his “al-
ter ego.” Mr. Jay brought a wild,
unpredictable atmosphere to the stage,
and it caused a good deal of tension in
the audience, as we all knew there
was nothing saintly about St. Jimmy.

The best part of this play was that
every single actor and actress sang
with an unprecedented vocal range
and performed each power-ballad
with expertise. The worst part of this
performance was not being able to
properly credit everyone who worked
so hard to bring it to fruition.

Special recognition goes to the fif-
teen-person ensemble and the band—
without you, the story would have
fallen disappointingly flat. The cho-
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 Volunteers Needed for County Arts Festival
CRANFORD – The Union County

Teen Arts Festival provides an oppor-
tunity for volunteers to get involved
who enjoy working with artists, teach-
ers and students.

The Union County Teen Arts Festi-
val is a two-day celebration of the
arts. It is held annually at Union
County College in Cranford and is
sponsored by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders through the
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs in the Department of Parks and

Recreation.
This year’s Teen Arts Festival is

scheduled for Wednesday and Thurs-
day, March 23 and March 24. The
event is open to all students from
public, charter, private and parochial
middle and high schools in Union
County.

“Volunteers are needed to assist
artists with workshops, manage per-
formance sites and staff information
stations,” said Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, who serves as the Free-

holder Liaison on the Cultural and
Heritage Advisory Board. “We ap-
preciate the invaluable assistance of
our county residents with this excit-
ing program.”

Those interested in these activi-
ties should contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07202. Tele-
phone: (908) 558-2550; NJ Relay
Users call 711, or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.


