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Waste Management Takes
Over Bulky Waste Contract

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The county Freeholder
Board on Thursday approved an or-
dinance that redirects bulky waste,
construction waste, vegetative waste
and dry industrial waste to facilities
operated by Waste Management of
New Jersey, Inc. in Elizabeth.

Dan Sullivan, executive director of
the Union County Utilities Authority,
said the change was made after the
authority received information that
the Keegan landfill operated by the
New Jersey Meadowlands Commis-
sion in Kearny was going to be closed.
In addition, he said the closure coin-
cided with the end of the county’s
three-year contract with the facility.

Mr. Sullivan said Waste Manage-
ment was the only company that bid
on the county contract. The UCUA
awarded the contract in January but
the authority had to come before the
freeholders to amend the solid waste
plan, which is done by ordinance, to
include the Waste Management facil-
ity.

The Meadowlands Commission —
which was consolidated into the New
Jersey Sports and Exposition Author-
ity (NJSEA) last year — took over the
county bulky and construction waste
business in 2012 after the previous
firm out of Newark declared bank-
ruptcy.

In other business, the board ap-
proved two resolutions to submit grant
applications to fund the replacement
of bridges in the county. The first was
$1 million for the Passaic Street
Bridge in New Providence, while
another $1 million application was
for the Irving Street Bridge in Rahway.

The freeholders approved a
$353,154 contract in January for the
design, construction administration

and inspection services for the re-
placement of the Irving Street Bridge.

The funding the county is applying
for is from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation’s (NJDOT)
Local Bridges, Future Needs Pro-
gram.

The board also renewed a lease
agreement with Immaculate Concep-
tion Church in Elizabeth for the rental
of 75 parking spaces at 425 Union
Avenue in Elizabeth for the Division
of Social Services’ employee park-
ing. The county will pay $70 per
space per month for a total of $5,250,
an amount that is not to exceed
$63,000 per year.

The board approved a resolution to
set aside up to $44,580 to cover fu-
neral costs for indigent, unidentified
or unclaimed deceased residents. The
burials will not exceed $1,550 each
and no funeral home will receive more
than $17,500.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Bruce Paterson of Garwood
said he hoped the county has done its
due diligence on an agreement to
extend the lease with Covanta to op-
erate the county incinerator for an-
other 22 years though 2053. As part
of the deal, the county would no longer
be responsible for acquiring 100,000
tons of the waste from outside the
county in addition to the 330,000
generated from the municipalities.

“It really raises an eyebrow what is
happening there,” Mr. Paterson said,
noting that he was most concerned
about how the extended agreement
will impact towns.

Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen
noted there will be a public hearing
tonight, February 18, on the ordi-
nance.

Per a question from Mr. Paterson,

Courtesy of Andy Skibitsky
FANCY MEETING YOU HERE…Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, right, and
fellow Westfielder David Crenshaw literally crossed paths while hiking in the
Phoenix Mountain Preserve in Arizona this past weekend.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ST. VALENTINE’S DAY DASH…A woman sprints through Westfield on
Sunday, either to get home with her flowers or simply get out of the near-zero
temperatures that gripped the area over the weekend.

CONFERENCING WITH CONGRESSMAN... Rep. Lance (R-7th), left, hosted Cranford Mayor Andy Kalnins and Deputy
Mayor Mary O’Connor, Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, Springfield Mayor Jerry Fernandez, Rahway
Mayor Samson Steinman and former Cranford mayor Dan Aschenbach last Wednesday to talk about next steps in the
group’s effort to complete the Rahway River Basin Flood Risk Management Feasibility Study. Please see story on Page 3.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
DON'T DO IT AGAIN...Kehler Stadium area resident Greg Kasko, center in
white, reads a more than 10-minute prepared speech to the Westfield school
board opposing a proposal to allow the Westfield Soccer Association to use the
field with temporary lights this spring.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Resident Threatens More Legal
Action If Lights Violate Code

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A resident who
lives near Kehler Stadium and filed
several complaints about the
Westfield Soccer Association’s
(WSA) use of the high-school foot-
ball field last spring with temporary
lights threatened to drag the school
board into court again Tuesday night
if it allowed the practice this year.

Greg Kasko, whose three com-
plaints last year were dismissed by a
municipal court judge in Mountain-
side – after the case was transferred
there — read a more than 10-minute
prepared statement opposing the re-
quest by WSA trustee Peter Franks,

who asked his organization be per-
mitted for a second year to use the
turf field from March 1 to April 30.

“I can assure you that if the WSA
uses temporary lights and they are
above town code, or they are in any
violation of any town code, we’re
going to be in court again,” Mr. Kasko
said.

Mr. Franks’ request and opposition
by Mr. Kasko highlighted the regular
meeting of the Westfield school board.
The board also heard more detailed
plans about the installation of the
$8.6 million in security and safety
upgrades approved in January’s bond
referendum before it adjourned into
a work session to learn that the initial

draft of the 2016-2017 school year
budget was $300,000 over the state-
limited 2-percent cap.

Board President Gretchan Ohlig
explained to the audience that the
Kehler Stadium discussion was only
to gather information, and that Fa-
cilities Committee Chairman Brendan
Galligan would give the board a rec-
ommendation at its next meeting on
Tuesday, March 1, when it would
vote.

Mr. Franks gave a verbal presenta-
tion, saying the WSA was asking for
only three nights — Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday — as op-
posed to the five last year, taking over
at approximately 7:15 p.m. after the
high-school teams were finished, and
using it with temporary lighting for
practice until 9:30 p.m.

To address complaints and con-
cerns outlined in reports to the board
regarding last year’s program, Mr.
Franks said only three lights with
generators would be used to lessen
noise – one less than last year, and
they would be moved closer to the
field, raised seven feet to 22 feet and
directed down at the field with better
shielding to address complaints about
the brightness.

The modifications did nothing to
pacify Mr. Kasko, who during his
statement called the WSA a “money-
making machine,” accused Mr.
Franks of misleading the board in his
proposal last year by saying it would
benefit high-school teams, said the
organization “does not represent the
town of Westfield” and said the school
board “should not be the WSA’s bene-
factor.”

Earlier, chief technology officer
Brian Auker outlined the types of
hardware and software changes the
schools would see when the district
began upgrading the public address

Council OK’s L’Affaire
Liquor License Transfer

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The bor-
ough council voted unanimously on
Tuesday night to approve an applica-
tion transferring the liquor license
previously issued to L’Affaire Fine
Catering to Stage House Tavern 3,
LLC.

L’Affaire has been a mainstay along
Route 22 East in Mountainside for
over 40 years. It recently sold the
business to Stage House Tavern,
which currently has locations in
Scotch Plains and Somerset. A con-
dition of the sale was the successful
transfer of the liquor license.

The planning board approved the
application by Stage House in Janu-
ary to turn the former restaurant and
catering facility into a full-time res-
taurant.

The council also approved a reso-
lution contributing $300 in support
of “Project Graduation.”

Students of the 2016 graduating
class of Governor Livingston (GL)

High School have decided to throw
an alcohol and drug free graduation
party at Rutgers following the 2016
commencement.

The contribution to the “Project
Graduation” Fundraising Committee
represents the council’s wish to sup-
port a drug and alcohol free party and
efforts to keep GL students safe.

In other business, the council au-
thorized the borough to enter into an
agreement with Animal Control So-
lutions, LLC of Flemington to pro-
vide animal control services to Moun-
tainside. The borough will sign a
two-year contract at the cost of
$13,320 per year.

The council passed a resolution
authorizing the borough clerk to dis-
tribute a Request for Qualifications
(RFQ) to parties interested in being
selected as the purchaser and devel-
oper of the 5.04-acre Barnes Tract on
Mountain Avenue.

The Westfield Leader reported in
October that the borough was taking

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood BOE Okays Addition of
Temporary ‘Education Specialist’

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The school board
Tuesday night approved the hiring
of an “education specialist” to as-
sist in the observation and evalua-
tion of teachers at Lincoln School
and perform other administrative
functions.

The hiring of Renee LaPrete was
questioned by Garwood resident
Bruce Paterson, who doubted the
need for the position which pays

$525 per day and is not to exceed
$5,000 in total.

Following an executive session,
it was explained that Ms. LaPrete
will help observe and evaluate
teachers and submit written reports.
Additionally, it was said Garwood
has only two administrators, Lin-
coln School Principal Mary
Emmons and Superintendent of
Schools Teresa Quigley. Ms.
LaPrete is approved on an as-needed
basis for nine or 10 days of work.

In other matters, Board President
Christine Guerriero, who serves as
the liaison to the Clark Board of
Education where Garwood students
attend high school, alerted her fel-
low Garwood board members that
Arthur L.  Johnson High School
will switch to a daily “block sched-
uling” system. The new schedule
will start with two 80-minute in-
structional periods, lunch, a 25-
minute activity period followed by
two more 80-minute instructional
periods.

The change is to ensure 70 min-
utes of class instruction and better

prepare students for post high
school education, Ms. Guerriero
said.

She also said Clark had received
$500 from the Exxon Corporation
toward science and math programs
at Johnson High School.

During the committee reports,
Finance Chairwoman Susan
Groning said the budget process
has started, but that it was too early
to comment.

Board member Tracy Roland said
he Education Foundation of
Garwood (EFG) fundraiser “Show
Love for Garwood Schools” was
held February 4. She said nine busi-
nesses participated and donated 5
percent of all sales. She also said
the results are being summarized
and will be presented at the next
EFG meeting.

Ms. Roland said grant applica-
tions by teachers to enhance the
curriculum where accepted. One
application was approved for $200
to start a Middle School Book Club.
It is expected to begin in Septem-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
WORKING THE LAND…Future Farmers of America (FFA) President Emiliano
Chirigliano, third from left, and FFA member Aaron Etienne, center, receive a
resolution designating February 20 to 27 as National Future Farmers of America
Week in Union County from Freeholders Bruce H. Bergen, right, Linda Carter,
second from right, and Al Mirabella, left. Also pictured are Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools Superintendent Peter Capodice and FFA advisor
and horticulture instructor Bonnie Baldasare.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
TOP STUDENTS...Union County Freeholder Chairman Bruce H. Bergen and
Freeholders Linda Carter and Alexander Mirabella present a resolution to Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools (UCVTS) Superintendent Peter Capodice,
UCVTS students and principals designating February 2016 as National Career
and Technical Education Month in Union County.

TOP AWARD...Martin Wallberg American Legion Post 3, Westfield, Com-
mander Allan Betau and Post Adjutant Jack Ford are shown with the recipient
of the Ray Bailey Award, Chris Verano, and his parents, Mike and Michelle
Verano. Ray Bailey was an athlete for Westfield High School and an outstanding
baseball player for the American Legion Team in the late 1950s when he was
tragically killed.  Since the 1960s, Post 3 has given the Ray Bailey Award. Chris
received the award at the December 10, 2015 Westfield High School Football
Awards Dinner. The award recognized Chris as the senior varsity football player
with the highest grade point average.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BABY, IT’S COLD OUTSIDE…Two women hustle across the street in Westfield
Saturday, defying the near-zero temperatures that swept through the region over
the weekend.

Council OKs Darby Road
St. Patrick’s Day Festival

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved
a special-use permit to allow the
Darby Road restaurant on Park Av-
enue to hold its annual St. Patrick’s
Day Festival.

The approval came after what has
become an annual tradition of criti-
cisms and compromises between
the municipal government, the res-
taurant and a homeowner who lives
directly behind Darby Road. The
four-day event —which will run
from Thursday, March 17 through
Sunday, March 20 —involves a
large tent erected in the parking lot
behind Darby Road, live music,
Irish dancers and a deejay.

The radio station New Jersey
101.5 will broadcast from the event
on Friday, March 18 at 10 a.m. The
Police Athletic League uses the
event as a fundraiser for its own
activities and the grassy area adja-
cent to the restaurant will have pony
rides and carnival games for chil-
dren during that weekend, accord-
ing to Joseph Mortarulo, an owner
of Darby Road.

He said the festival is important
because “it’s the first thing people
can do outdoors as a community”
after the winter season.

He told the council at its business
meeting this week that the festival
will be “a carbon copy” of last year’s
event and said he will be aiming to
work with township officials and
Guido and Barbara Passucci, resi-
dents of Senger Place directly be-
hind the pub and have protested for
the past several years about exces-
sive noise and garbage resulting
from the festival.

Mr. Mortarulo had earlier pre-
sented the council with detailed
plans for the event and promised on
Tuesday to be vigilant when it
comes to excessive noise from the
music, which he will coordinate in
consultation with the Passuccis, as
well as noise from patrons, espe-
cially in the early morning hours
when the day’s events are over.

He also said he would work with
the police department to ensure that
no one parks in front of the
Passucci’s driveway. Mr. Mortarulo
said added garbage pick-ups also
will be implemented and that the
loudest music would end at 10 p.m.
each night.

Mayor Kevin Glover sought as-
surances that all conditions contin-
ued in the special-use permit would
be adhered to, and Township Man-
ager Al Mirabella said that Darby
Road has “been good at recogniz-
ing issues and addressing them”
over the year. He said he would talk
to the police department about add-
ing extra patrols in the parking lots,
especially after each night’s event
has ended.

In other business, the failed to
approve an ordinance to amend the
township’s fees for the annual bulky
waste collection conducted every
June.

The existing range of $60 to $100
was to be increased to $80 to $150
per participating household — de-

pending on the bids received be-
tween now and June. However, the
measure received only two votes in
favor on Tuesday with Councilman
Llewellyn Jones voting no.

Both Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella and Councilman John
Del Sordi were absent from
Tuesday’s meeting and township
attorney Robert Renaud said an or-
dinance needed three affirmative
votes to pass.

Unless the ordinance is reintro-
duced in the coming weeks, the
fees for the pick-up will remain the
same as last year.

The council also awarded a con-
tract not to exceed $156,000 to
Giordano Company of Newark for
recycling services this year and a
contract of up to $72,880 to Hatch
Mott MacDonald for engineering
services to design anew HVAC sys-
tem for the township library.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance that, according to Mr.
Renaud, will change the require-
ment that all newly-built homes
have a two-car garage and instead
mandate a one-car garage.  The
public hearing and vote will take
place on Tuesday, March 22.

Mr. Mirabella said the 2016 mu-
nicipal budget is ready for the
council’s review and announced that
a budget meeting with department
heads will be held on Saturday,
March 5 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  He
also said the second phase of reno-
vations to the Shady Rest clubhouse
at Scotch Hills Country Club is get-
ting underway.

Late in the meeting, Mr. Mirabella
told a telephoning resident that the
matter of installing parking meters
in the downtown was “not of inter-
est to the governing body” at this
time.

The council last fall had some
informal discussions about the idea,
seeing a paid-parking system on
Park Avenue and in the municipal
lots as a possible solution to com-
muters who are parking their cars
for free all day while they catch a
bus or train into Newark, Manhat-
tan and elsewhere.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Mayor Glover read a resolution urg-
ing all residents to participate in
supporting the 2016 Mayor’s
Wellness Campaign by taking part
in various wellness activities to pro-
mote better health.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Board of Edu.
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Freeholders
County Counsel Robert Barry said
the county was rescinding a contract
to Foveonics of Toms River for on-
call document digital scanning ser-
vices and awarding it to DRS Imag-
ining, Inc., of Springfield. Mr. Barry
said DRS had challenged the award-
ing of a $130,000 contract to
Foveonics and after three days of
hearings, a judge ordered the county
to void the agreement and give it to
the second- lowest bidder, DRS.
About $100,000 of the contract was
for the Cornerstone psychiatric unit
at Runnells Specialized Hospital.

During freeholder comments, Free-
holder Chris Hudak said the county
is accepting applications for the sec-
ond round of construction municipal
aid grants. He said the deadline for
towns to apply is Thursday, February
26. He said $1.5 million will be avail-
able from the matching grant pro-
gram which this year will focus on
road repair and road resurfacing. The
program is paid for through proceeds
of the December 2014 sale of
Runnells Hospital.

Mr. Bergen noted that the board
will be sponsoring Union County
Means Green, part of the county’s
business series, on Monday, March 7
at 8 a.m. at the Donald R. Conklin
Conference Center, Kean University
STEM Building, 1000 Morris Av-
enue in Union Township. Included is
breakfast, networking and a seminar.

Information about environmental
programs, goods and services will be
available.

and security systems.
The discussion included a

PowerPoint presentation and video
that showed LED clocks, which in-
clude the ability to display alert mes-
sages as well as the time. The hallway
models will be mounted so as to
extend outward from the wall, mak-
ing them visible for the length of the
walkway, with speakers on both sides
so that announcements can be heard
in both directions.

This would be an improvement
over the current ceiling-mounted
speakers, he said, that had limited
effectiveness due to the fact that they
were aimed downward.

Moreover, the clocks/displays will
include red, white and blue strobe
lights that can be programmed to
indicate what kind of message was
being displayed, such as red for fire
and white for general announcements.

The system, from Singlewire Soft-
ware of Madison, Wis., also will allow
teachers and staff to log in to the system
via a mobile phone application to make
announcements, and also receive emer-
gency alerts through their phones.

The software will allow the district to
use the Cisco phones purchased and
installed about five years ago, but will
have upgrades that would make dis-
trict-wide announcements easier as well
as streamline procedures for alerting
outside emergency services.

Installation is planned to begin in
about a month at the high school as
well as the two intermediate schools,
Edison and Roosevelt, with the el-
ementary schools over the summer,
Mr. Auker said.

The old system will remain in place
and functioning until teachers and
staff are trained and familiarized with
the new equipment, which Mr. Auker
said would be done in-house.

The board later retired to an up-
stairs room of the administration
building on Elm Street to hear Busi-
ness Administrator Dana Sullivan
outline early developments in the

steps to designate this piece of land as
in need of redevelopment to comply
with the state’s Fair Housing Act re-
quirements.

Tuesday’s resolution is yet another
step toward the realization of a project
that is expected to involve a mix of
retail stores and age-restricted hous-
ing units.

A first reading of an ordinance
pertaining to the Barnes Tract was
given later in the meeting. The ordi-
nance would set a $1,000 fee for each
applicant interested in developing the
property to aid in offsetting the pro-
fessional costs the borough will incur
in reviewing and evaluating the RFQ.

The council also passed two ordi-

ber. The next grant deadline is Tues-
day, March 1, she said.

Ms. Quigley also addressed ru-
mors  in the community that a large
number of students were absent on
Friday, the beginning of President’s
Day weekend. Ms. Quigley declined
to speculate on the number of stu-
dents who called in sick, what the
cause was or whether it was a ploy
to have an even longer weekend.

The next meeting of the board
will be Tuesday, March 15 at Lin-
coln School.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Mountainside Council

budget process.
Although she did not give a total

preliminary figure, she did note the
budget was $300,000 over the per-
mitted cap. Last year, the board ap-
proved a $98.7-million budget.

Ms. Sullivan noted the biggest in-
creases in the budget were in technol-
ogy, special education, health insur-
ance and utilities, all of which were
about 5 percent higher.

However, she said the decision by
the board in June to change to a self-
insurance plan for health insurance
has been very beneficial to the dis-
trict. While costs were still up about
6 percent, that is a half to a third of the
10- to 15-percent annual increases
the district had been seeing, and that
alone may end up covering the
$300,000 excess when more data
becomes available.

“I mean, the good news is $300,000;
it feels, I mean, you know, we’ve sat at
this place before and been looking at
over $1 million,” Ms. Ohlig said.

Ms. Sullivan said the district was
hoping to learn more definitively by
today the exact amount of aid to
expect from the state. Workshop ses-
sions will be held at the board’s next
two meetings on Tuesday, March 1,
and Tuesday, March 15, to discuss
the budget further with the spending
plan due to county officials by March
22 for their approval.

A public hearing and adoption of
the budget is scheduled for Tuesday,
April 26.

nances.
The first abolished the Mountain-

side Construction Board of Appeals.
The council determined that this
board was no longer necessary. The
Union County Construction Board
of Appeals will hear appeals that pre-
viously would have been heard by
the Mountainside board.

The second ordinance approved
increases fees for residents at the
Mountainside Community Pool.
Among the many rate changes, the
cost of a family membership will
now be $327, a $7 increase from
2015.

The fee for a single-adult member-
ship has been bumped from $163 to
$167. The senior citizen rate has been
raised $3 to $115.

A second ordinance introduced
Tuesday night involves an amend-
ment to the policy for conducting
background checks on potential em-
ployees and volunteers at the Depart-
ment of Recreation.

The key component of the amend-
ment entails the inclusion of the po-
lice chief and the borough adminis-
trator, or their designees, on the re-
view committee that oversees appeals
in cases where an individual wishes
to appeal his or her disqualification
for employment or voluntary service
on the basis of information obtained
from a background check.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli delivered
both a proclamation and a report re-
lating to January’s blizzard. The proc-
lamation acknowledged and thanked
members of the Mountainside Vol-
unteer Fire Department for their ac-
tions responding to residents in need
during and after the storm.

Mayor Mirabelli’s report stated that
the borough’s contractors came on
duty on the Friday of the storm at 9
p.m. to prepare the plows for the
storm.

“A total of 15 men reported by
midnight to operate 19 pieces of
equipment at various times, includ-
ing 11 4-wheel drive plow pick-up
trucks, two mason dump truck plows,
four heavy-duty 26,000-gross weight
vehicles that were combination salt
trucks and plows, a backhoe, and a
super duty tri-axle 12-wheel army-
type dump truck/plow,” he said.

The main roads and steep hills were
pre-salted prior to the snowfall and
re-salted after being plowed. The ap-
proximate total cost to clear the roads
was $130,302.

Jonathan R. Parker for The Westfield Leader
SNOW PROCLAMATION...Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli acknowledged
the selfless deeds of members of the Mountainside Volunteer Fire Department in
assisting residents during the January blizzard.
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Waste Management Takes
Over Bulky Waste Contract

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The county Freeholder
Board on Thursday approved an or-
dinance that redirects bulky waste,
construction waste, vegetative waste
and dry industrial waste to facilities
operated by Waste Management of
New Jersey, Inc. in Elizabeth.

Dan Sullivan, executive director of
the Union County Utilities Authority,
said the change was made after the
authority received information that
the Keegan landfill operated by the
New Jersey Meadowlands Commis-
sion in Kearny was going to be closed.
In addition, he said the closure coin-
cided with the end of the county’s
three-year contract with the facility.

Mr. Sullivan said Waste Manage-
ment was the only company that bid
on the county contract. The UCUA
awarded the contract in January but
the authority had to come before the
freeholders to amend the solid waste
plan, which is done by ordinance, to
include the Waste Management facil-
ity.

The Meadowlands Commission —
which was consolidated into the New
Jersey Sports and Exposition Author-
ity (NJSEA) last year — took over the
county bulky and construction waste
business in 2012 after the previous
firm out of Newark declared bank-
ruptcy.

In other business, the board ap-
proved two resolutions to submit grant
applications to fund the replacement
of bridges in the county. The first was
$1 million for the Passaic Street
Bridge in New Providence, while
another $1 million application was
for the Irving Street Bridge in Rahway.

The freeholders approved a
$353,154 contract in January for the
design, construction administration

and inspection services for the re-
placement of the Irving Street Bridge.

The funding the county is applying
for is from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation’s (NJDOT)
Local Bridges, Future Needs Pro-
gram.

The board also renewed a lease
agreement with Immaculate Concep-
tion Church in Elizabeth for the rental
of 75 parking spaces at 425 Union
Avenue in Elizabeth for the Division
of Social Services’ employee park-
ing. The county will pay $70 per
space per month for a total of $5,250,
an amount that is not to exceed
$63,000 per year.

The board approved a resolution to
set aside up to $44,580 to cover fu-
neral costs for indigent, unidentified
or unclaimed deceased residents. The
burials will not exceed $1,550 each
and no funeral home will receive more
than $17,500.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Bruce Paterson of Garwood
said he hoped the county has done its
due diligence on an agreement to
extend the lease with Covanta to op-
erate the county incinerator for an-
other 22 years though 2053. As part
of the deal, the county would no longer
be responsible for acquiring 100,000
tons of the waste from outside the
county in addition to the 330,000
generated from the municipalities.

“It really raises an eyebrow what is
happening there,” Mr. Paterson said,
noting that he was most concerned
about how the extended agreement
will impact towns.

Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen
noted there will be a public hearing
tonight, February 18, on the ordi-
nance.

Per a question from Mr. Paterson,

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING SOMEBODY HAPPY…Lisa Mohn of Apple Blossom Flower Shop in Scotch Plains includes a variety of colored
roses in a St. Valentine’s Day arrangement in preparation for the romantic holiday.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH...Historic Preservation Commission Chair-
man Adam Kois, right, was selected as the Volunteer of the Month by the
Fanwood Council. Councilman Jack Molenaar, left, and Mayor Colleen Mahr,
center, present Mr. Kois with the honor Tuesday night at the council meeting.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARS...The National Merit Scholarship Program
has announced that two Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors, Shona Jain
and Daniel Zheng, are Finalists in the 2016 Competition for National Merit
Scholarships. This is one of the most coveted honors that can be bestowed on a
high school student and is shared by less than 1 percent of graduating seniors. In
determining a student’s qualification as a Finalist, the National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation reviews each student’s academic record, information about the
school’s curricula and grading system, two sets of test scores, the high school
official’s written recommendation, information about the student’s activities and
leadership, and the Finalist’s own essay.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
TOP STUDENTS...Union County Freeholder Chairman Bruce H. Bergen and
Freeholders Linda Carter and Alexander Mirabella present a resolution to Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools (UCVTS) Superintendent Peter Capodice,
UCVTS students and principals designating February 2016 as National Career
and Technical Education Month in Union County.

Council Okays Darby Road
St. Patrick’s Day Festival

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved a
special-use permit to allow the Darby
Road restaurant on Park Avenue to
hold its annual St. Patrick’s Day Fes-
tival.

The approval came after what has
become an annual tradition of criti-
cisms and compromises between the
municipal government, the restau-
rant and a homeowner who lives di-
rectly behind Darby Road. The four-
day event —which will run from

Thursday, March 17 through Sun-
day, March 20 —involves a large tent
erected in the parking lot behind
Darby Road, live music, Irish danc-
ers and a deejay.

The radio station New Jersey 101.5
will broadcast from the event on Fri-
day, March 18 at 10 a.m. The Police
Athletic League uses the event as a
fundraiser for its own activities and
the grassy area adjacent to the restau-
rant will have pony rides and carnival
games for children during that week-
end, according to Joseph Mortarulo,
an owner of Darby Road.

He said the festival is important
because “it’s the first thing people
can do outdoors as a community”
after the winter season.

He told the council at its business
meeting this week that the festival
will be “a carbon copy” of last year’s
event and said he will be aiming to
work with township officials and
Guido and Barbara Passucci, resi-
dents of Senger Place directly behind
the pub and have protested for the
past several years about excessive
noise and garbage resulting from the
festival.

Mr. Mortarulo had earlier presented
the council with detailed plans for the
event and promised on Tuesday to be
vigilant when it comes to excessive
noise from the music, which he will
coordinate in consultation with the
Passuccis, as well as noise from pa-
trons, especially in the early morning
hours when the day’s events are over.

He also said he would work with
the police department to ensure that
no one parks in front of the Passucci’s
driveway. Mr. Mortarulo said added
garbage pick-ups also will be imple-
mented and that the loudest music
would end at 10 p.m. each night.

Mayor Kevin Glover sought assur-
ances that all conditions continued in
the special-use permit would be ad-
hered to, and Township Manager Al
Mirabella said that Darby Road has
“been good at recognizing issues and
addressing them” over the year. He
said he would talk to the police de-
partment about adding extra patrols
in the parking lots, especially after
each night’s event has ended.

In other business, the failed to ap-
prove an ordinance to amend the
township’s fees for the annual bulky
waste collection conducted every
June.

The existing range of $60 to $100
was to be increased to $80 to $150

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Fanwood Appropriates Funds For
Borough Street Improvements

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — A bond ordinance
appropriating just under a million
dollars was passed Tuesday by the
borough council for capital improve-
ments, which include Madison Av-
enue and Mac Lennon Place road
improvements, site remediation at the
Department of Public Works (DPW)
garage, and streetscape work on South
Avenue between Martine Avenue and
Terrill Road.

A bond for about half the cost will
be issued to finance the work, with

the other half being funded by New
Jersey Department of Transportation
and Union County Infrastructure
grants.

The streetscape for South Avenue
is to “tie-in” with what was done in
the downtown to “make it look bet-
ter,” Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tomkins told The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times.

Also, the developer who owns the
property where the A&P was located
continues to be “in talks” with poten-
tial businesses in their attempts to
develop the site. The developer is “in
talks” with Trader Joe’s about the
site, Mr. Tomkins told The Times. The
property also has a liquor license that
could be transferred. The Westfield
store was the only Trader Joe’s loca-
tion that had sold liquor in New Jer-
sey, Mr. Tomkins said. After the roof
collapsed at the Westfield establish-
ment during last month’s blizzard,
Trader Joe’s will need to rebuild, and
it was reported that it also was con-
sidering remaining in Westfield.

A town hall meeting on recycling
is set for this Tuesday, February 23, at
7 p.m., at Forest Road Park. “The
conversation will center on the future
of recycling,” Mayor Colleen Mahr
said. She said three options are being
considered — keeping the recycling
as is, going to a curbside-only pro-
gram, or a mixture of the two. “No
action will be taken at the meeting

next Tuesday,” she said.
Harold Clark, president of the Fan-

wood-Scotch Plains Recycling As-
sociation (FSPRA), urged the com-
munity to come out to the meeting.
Since 1987, the FSPRA has accepted
a wide variety of recyclables from
residents of Fanwood, as well as other
communities, that go beyond what is
picked up from a curbside recycling
program, and currently residents
bring their recycling to the FSPRA,
and do not have a curbside option.

Twenty-five members of the res-
cue squad and the fire department
were awarded the Length of Service
Award. The Length of Service Award
Program (LOSAP) was initiated in
1999, and every year members of the
rescue squad and the fire department
can earn points towards achieving
this award. Members who earn 50
points receive $713 and those who
earn 100 points receive $1,426.

Karolyn Buckridee, Patricia
Buckridee, Jeff Downing, Nancy
Mustachio and Steven Siegal of the
rescue squad earned 100 points in
2015. Frank Dietl, Ken Gorman, John
Piccola and Dave Zawodniak of the
fire department earned 100 points in
2015.

Rescue squad members Elizabeth
Buckridee, Brian Downing, Coun-
cilman Tom Kranz, Ian Lewis, Joan
Lozowski, Melissa Padulsky, Jamie

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Council OK’s L’Affaire
Liquor License Transfer

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The bor-
ough council voted unanimously
on Tuesday night to approve an
application transferring the liquor
license previously issued to
L’Affaire Fine Catering to Stage
House Tavern 3, LLC.

L’Affaire has been a mainstay along
Route 22 East in Mountainside for
over 40 years. It recently sold the
business to Stage House Tavern,
which currently has locations in
Scotch Plains and Somerset. A con-
dition of the sale was the successful
transfer of the liquor license.

The planning board approved the
application by Stage House in Janu-
ary to turn the former restaurant and
catering facility into a full-time res-
taurant.

The council also approved a reso-
lution contributing $300 in support
of “Project Graduation.”

Students of the 2016 graduating
class of Governor Livingston (GL)
High School have decided to throw
an alcohol and drug free graduation
party at Rutgers following the 2016
commencement.

The contribution to the “Project
Graduation” Fundraising Committee
represents the council’s wish to sup-
port a drug and alcohol free party and
efforts to keep GL students safe.

In other business, the council au-
thorized the borough to enter into an
agreement with Animal Control So-
lutions, LLC of Flemington to pro-
vide animal control services to Moun-
tainside. The borough will sign a
two-year contract at the cost of
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Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
WORKING THE LAND…Future Farmers of America (FFA) President Emiliano
Chirigliano, third from left, and FFA member Aaron Etienne, center, receive a
resolution designating February 20 to 27 as National Future Farmers of America
Week in Union County from Freeholders Bruce Bergen, right, Linda Carter,
second from right, and Al Mirabella, left. Also pictured are Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools Superintendent Peter Capodice and FFA advisor
and horticulture instructor Bonnie Baldasare.

TOP AWARD...Martin Wallberg American Legion Post 3, Westfield, Com-
mander Allan Betau and Post Adjutant Jack Ford are shown with the recipient
of the Ray Bailey Award, Chris Verano, and his parents, Mike and Michelle
Verano. Ray Bailey was an athlete for Westfield High School and an outstanding
baseball player for the American Legion Team in the late 1950s when he was
tragically killed.  Since the 1960s, Post 3 has given the Ray Bailey Award. Chris
received the award at the December 10, 2015 Westfield High School Football
Awards Dinner. The award recognized Chris as the senior varsity football player
with the highest grade point average.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHOWING THE WAY…A father takes his son St. Valentine’s Day shopping
through Westfield on Saturday, braving the frigid temperatures that descended
on the region last weekend.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BABY, IT’S COLD OUTSIDE…Two women hustle across the street in Westfield
Saturday, defying the near-zero temperatures that swept through the region over
the weekend.

Westfield Resident Threatens
More Legal Action on Lights

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A resident who lives
near Kehler Stadium and filed several
complaints about the Westfield Soc-
cer Association’s (WSA) use of the
high-school football field last spring
with temporary lights threatened to
drag the school board into court again
Tuesday night if it allowed the prac-
tice this year.

Greg Kasko, whose three complaints
last year were dismissed by a munici-
pal court judge in Mountainside –
after the case was transferred there –
read a more than 10-minute prepared
statement opposing the request by
WSA trustee Peter Franks, who asked
his organization be permitted for a
second year to use the turf field from
March 1 to April 30.

“I can assure you that if the WSA
uses temporary lights and they are above
town code, or they are in any violation
of any town code, we’re going to be in
court again,” Mr. Kasko said.

Mr. Franks’ request and opposition
by Mr. Kasko highlighted the regular
meeting of the Westfield school board.
The board also heard more detailed
plans about the installation of the
$8.6 million in security and safety
upgrades approved in January’s bond
referendum before it adjourned into
a work session to learn that the initial
draft of the 2016-2017 school year
budget was $300,000 over the state-
limited 2-percent cap.

Board President Gretchan Ohlig ex-
plained to the audience that the Kehler
Stadium discussion was only to gather
information, and that Facilities Com-
mittee Chairman Brendan Galligan
would give the board a recommenda-
tion at its next meeting on Tuesday,
March 1, when it would vote.

Mr. Franks gave a verbal presenta-
tion, saying the WSA was asking for
only three nights — Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday — as opposed to the
five last year, taking over at approxi-
mately 7:15 p.m. after the high-school
teams were finished, and using it with
temporary lighting for practice until
9:30 p.m.

To address complaints and concerns
outlined in reports to the board regard-
ing last year’s program, Mr. Franks
said only three lights with generators
would be used to lessen noise – one

less than last year, and they would be
moved closer to the field, raised seven
feet to 22 feet and directed down at the
field with better shielding to address
complaints about the brightness.

The modifications did nothing to
pacify Mr. Kasko, who during his
statement called the WSA a “money-
making machine,” accused Mr.
Franks of misleading the board in
his proposal last year by saying it
would benefit high-school teams,
said the organization “does not rep-
resent the town of Westfield” and
said the school board “should not be
the WSA’s benefactor.”

Earlier, chief technology officer
Brian Auker outlined the types of hard-
ware and software changes the schools
would see when the district began
upgrading the public address and se-
curity systems.

The discussion included a
PowerPoint presentation and video
that showed LED clocks, which in-
clude the ability to display alert mes-
sages as well as the time. The hallway
models will be mounted so as to ex-
tend outward from the wall, making
them visible for the length of the walk-
way, with speakers on both sides so
that announcements can be heard in
both directions.

This would be an improvement over
the current ceiling-mounted speakers,
he said, that had limited effectiveness
due to the fact that they were aimed
downward.

Moreover, the clocks/displays will
include red, white and blue strobe
lights that can be programmed to indi-
cate what kind of message was being
displayed, such as red for fire and
white for general announcements.

The system, from Singlewire Soft-
ware of Madison, Wis., also will allow
teachers and staff to log in to the
system via a mobile phone applica-
tion to make announcements, and also
receive emergency alerts through their
phones.

The software will allow the district
to use the Cisco phones purchased and
installed about five years ago, but will
have upgrades that would make dis-
trict-wide announcements easier as
well as streamline procedures for alert-
ing outside emergency services.

Installation is planned to begin in
about a month at the high school as
well as the two intermediate schools,
Edison and Roosevelt, with the el-
ementary schools over the summer,
Mr. Auker said.

The old system will remain in place
and functioning until teachers and staff
are trained and familiarized with the
new equipment, which Mr. Auker said
would be done in-house.

The board later retired to an upstairs
room of the administration building
on Elm Street to hear Business Ad-
ministrator Dana Sullivan outline early
developments in the budget process.

Although she did not give a total
preliminary figure, she did note the
budget was $300,000 over the permit-
ted cap. Last year, the board approved
a $98.7-million budget.

Ms. Sullivan noted the biggest in-
creases in the budget were in technol-
ogy, special education, health insur-
ance and utilities, all of which were
about 5 percent higher.

However, she said the decision by
the board in June to change to a self-
insurance plan for health insurance
has been very beneficial to the dis-
trict. While costs were still up about
6 percent, that is a half to a third of the
10- to 15-percent annual increases
the district had been seeing, and that
alone may end up covering the
$300,000 excess when more data
becomes available.

“I mean, the good news is $300,000;
it feels, I mean, you know, we’ve sat at
this place before and been looking at
over $1 million,” Ms. Ohlig said.

Ms. Sullivan said the district was
hoping to learn more definitively by
today the exact amount of aid to ex-
pect from the state. Workshop ses-
sions will be held at the board’s next
two meetings on Tuesday, March 1,
and Tuesday, March 15, to discuss the
budget further with the spending plan
due to county officials by Tuesday,
March 22, for their approval.

A public hearing and adoption of
the budget is scheduled for Tuesday,
April 26.

$13,320 per year.
The council passed a resolution

authorizing the borough clerk to dis-
tribute a Request for Qualifications
(RFQ) to parties interested in being
selected as the purchaser and devel-
oper of the 5.04-acre Barnes Tract on
Mountain Avenue.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
reported in October that the borough
was taking steps to designate this
piece of land as in need of redevelop-
ment to comply with the state’s Fair
Housing Act requirements.

Tuesday’s resolution is yet another
step toward the realization of a project
that is expected to involve a mix of
retail stores and age-restricted hous-
ing units.

A first reading of an ordinance
pertaining to the Barnes Tract was
given later in the meeting. The ordi-
nance would set a $1,000 fee for each
applicant interested in developing the
property to aid in offsetting the pro-
fessional costs the borough will incur
in reviewing and evaluating the RFQ.

The council also passed two ordi-
nances.

The first abolished the Mountain-
side Construction Board of Appeals.
The council determined that this
board was no longer necessary. The
Union County Construction Board
of Appeals will hear appeals that pre-
viously would have been heard by
the Mountainside board.

The second ordinance approved
increases fees for residents at the
Mountainside Community Pool.
Among the many rate changes, the
cost of a family membership will now
be $327, a $7 increase from 2015.

The fee for a single-adult member-
ship has been bumped from $163 to
$167. The senior citizen rate has been
raised $3 to $115.

A second ordinance introduced
Tuesday night involves an amend-
ment to the policy for conducting
background checks on potential em-
ployees and volunteers at the Depart-
ment of Recreation.

The key component of the amend-
ment entails the inclusion of the po-
lice chief and the borough adminis-
trator, or their designees, on the re-
view committee that oversees appeals
in cases where an individual wishes

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Liquor License
to appeal his or her disqualification
for employment or voluntary service
on the basis of information obtained
from a background check.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli delivered
both a proclamation and a report re-
lating to January’s blizzard. The proc-
lamation acknowledged and thanked
members of the Mountainside Vol-
unteer Fire Department for their ac-
tions responding to residents in need
during and after the storm.

Mayor Mirabelli’s report stated that
the borough’s contractors came on
duty on the Friday of the storm at 9
p.m. to prepare the plows for the
storm.

“A total of 15 men reported by
midnight to operate 19 pieces of
equipment at various times, includ-
ing 11 4-wheel drive plow pick-up
trucks, two mason dump truck plows,
four heavy-duty 26,000-gross weight
vehicles that were combination salt
trucks and plows, a backhoe, and a
super duty tri-axle 12-wheel army-
type dump truck/plow,” he said.

The main roads and steep hills were
pre-salted prior to the snowfall and
re-salted after being plowed. The
approximate total cost to clear the
roads was $130,302.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
the county was rescinding a contract
to Foveonics of Toms River for on-
call document digital scanning ser-
vices and awarding it to DRS Imag-
ining, Inc., of Springfield. Mr. Barry
said DRS had challenged the award-
ing of a $130,000 contract to
Foveonics and after three days of
hearings, a judge ordered the county
to void the agreement and give it to
the second- lowest bidder, DRS.
About $100,000 of the contract was
for the Cornerstone psychiatric unit
at Runnells Specialized Hospital.

During freeholder comments, Free-
holder Chris Hudak said the county is
accepting applications for the second
round of construction municipal aid
grants. He said the deadline for towns
to apply is Thursday, February 26.
He said $1.5 million will be available
from the matching grant program
which this year will focus on road
repair and road resurfacing. The pro-
gram is paid for through proceeds of
the December 2014 sale of Runnells
Hospital.

Mr. Bergen noted that the board
will be sponsoring Union County
Means Green, part of the county’s
business series, on Monday, March 7
at 8 a.m. at the Donald R. Conklin
Conference Center, Kean University
STEM Building, 1000 Morris Av-
enue in Union Township. Included is
breakfast, networking and a seminar.

Information about environmental
programs, goods and services will be
available.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

per participating household — de-
pending on the bids received between
now and June. However, the measure
received only two votes in favor on
Tuesday with Councilman Llewellyn
Jones voting no.

Both Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella and Councilman John Del
Sordi were absent from Tuesday’s
meeting and township attorney Rob-
ert Renaud said an ordinance needed
three affirmative votes to pass.

Unless the ordinance is reintro-
duced in the coming weeks, the fees
for the pick-up will remain the same

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council
as last year.

The council also awarded a con-
tract not to exceed $156,000 to
Giordano Company of Newark for
recycling services this year and a
contract of up to $72,880 to Hatch
Mott MacDonald for engineering
services to design anew HVAC sys-
tem for the township library.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance that, according to Mr. Renaud,
will change the requirement that all
newly-built homes have a two-car
garage and instead mandate a one-
car garage.  The public hearing and
vote will take place on Tuesday,
March 22.

Mr. Mirabella said the 2016 mu-
nicipal budget is ready for the
council’s review and announced that
a budget meeting with department
heads will be held on Saturday, March
5 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  He also said
the second phase of renovations to
the Shady Rest clubhouse at Scotch
Hills Country Club is getting under-
way.

Late in the meeting, Mr. Mirabella
told a telephoning resident that the
matter of installing parking meters in
the downtown was “not of interest to
the governing body” at this time.

The council last fall had some in-
formal discussions about the idea,
seeing a paid-parking system on Park
Avenue and in the municipal lots as a
possible solution to commuters who
are parking their cars for free all day
while they catch a bus or train into
Newark, Manhattan and elsewhere.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Mayor Glover read a resolution urg-
ing all residents to participate in sup-
porting the 2016 Mayor’s Wellness
Campaign by taking part in various
wellness activities to promote better
health.

Pedinoff and Steven Villegas earned
50 points. Fire department members
Anthony Grasso, Jr., Raphael Hamill,
Sean Manette, Bruce Padulsky, Brian
Piccola, Kristopher Piccola, Steve
Szanto and Zach Weissglass earned
50 points.

Volunteer of the Month was
awarded to Adam Kois, chairman of
the Fanwood Historic Preservation
Commission. Mr. Kois is an architect
by trade, Councilman Jack Molenaar
noted in the presentation, and “brings
that expertise” to the commission.
“The commission really protects our
resources. We do appreciate every-
thing that you do,” Mayor Mahr said.
A print of the train station was pre-
sented to Mr. Kois.

“The Carriage House windows and
doors look awesome,” Mayor Mahr

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council
said, referring to recent improvements
to the house.

In Councilwoman Erin McElroy-
Barker’s report of a recent Historic
Preservation Commission meeting,
she said the commission is looking
into ways to create more foot traffic
to the train station museum. Adding
display cases and looking for some-
one to curate exhibits to, “make it
more attractive and appealing for the
community to come to,” were some
ideas that were discussed, she said.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
said the New Jersey State Forestry
Service has approved Fanwood’s for-
estry management plan for the years
2015 to 2019, and will add a point to
the borough’s participation in Sus-
tainable Jersey, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides tools, training and
financial incentives to communities
with sustainability programs.

Margaret Chowdhry, a member of
the environmental commission, was
selected to receive the Union County
2016 Women of Excellence Award
for environmental advocacy. She
helped Fanwood attain its
sustainability, Mayor Mahr noted.

The Fanwood Business and Pro-
fessional Association recently joined
the Greater Area Westfield Chamber
of Commerce. “It comes with many
resources for us,” Mayor Mahr said.
“The events will continue…as well
as looking into other ways to market
and promote our downtown,” she
added.

In other business, Daniel Piccola
was promoted to probationary pa-
trolman A.

Network Blade of Somerset was
awarded a contract not to exceed
$16,348 for support and maintenance
of the borough’s computer system.
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  HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 9 TO 9 
SUNDAY 12 TO 6

EFFECTIVE THRU FEBRUARY 29, 2016 

Stew Leonard’s Wines & Spirits 
Independently owned and operated.  

Not a cooperative buying group and not 
part of the Stew Leonard’s food chain.

MicrobrewsImported & Domestic

SPRINGFIELD, NJ 
901 MOUNTAIN AVENUE 

908-379-2930
We’re between Route 22 and 

Mountain Ave. in Echo Plaza, next 
to Outback.  Only 4 miles west of 
the Garden State Parkway and  

three miles south of I-78. 

SIGN-UP&  SAVE
with our weekly emails 

Y
about SPECIALS,
Celebrity Tastings

and Special Events!

go to...  StewsWines.com

CAVIT (All Varietals 1.5Lt) .......................  SALE $13.18 
BLACKSTONE Merlot  ............................  SALE $5.98 
KENDALL JACKSON  
Vintner’s Chardonna ................................  SALE $12.18
J LOHR Cabernet....................................  SALE $13.08
SANTA MARGHERITA Pinot Grigio ........  SALE $20.18
CONCHA Y TORO (All Varietals 1.5Lt) ...  SALE $8.08 
RUFFINO Tan Label ................................  SALE $19.08
APOTHIC Red .........................................  SALE $9.38
SIMI Chardonnay .....................................  SALE $12.18
JOSH Cabernet .......................................  SALE $12.18
ALAMOS Malbec ....................................  SALE $8.28
LOUIS JADOT Beaujolais Villages .........  SALE $10.18
YELLOWTAIL (All Varietals 1.5Lt) ..........  SALE $11.18 
WOODBRIDGE (All Varietals 1.5Lt) ........  SALE $10.48 
BAREFOOT (All Varietals 1.5Lt) .............  SALE $10.38 

COORS Light Loose bottle ........... $17.49 
CORONA  Loose bottle ................ $26.10 

HEINEKEN 12 pk bottles .............$12.99
YUENGLING 12 pk bottle ............. $9.99
BLUE MOON 12 pk bottles ........... $14.09 

STELLA ARTOIS 12 pk bottles ..... $13.99 

SAM ADAMS Boston Lager 12 pk btls ..... $15.49 
ANGRY ORCHARD  Crisp Apple 6 pk ...... $8.49 
FOUNDERS All Day IPA 15 pk cans .... $16.99
BROOKLYN Lager 6 pk ................... $8.99
SIERRA NEVADA Pale Ale 12 pk btls ...... $14.49
DOGFISH 60 Minute IPA 6 pk btls .. $7.99
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Great Selections
UNDER $10   

SAVE BIG on LIQUOR
DEWAR’S Whisky 1.75Lt .......... SALE $32.09
JACK DANIELS 1.75Lt .............. SALE $43.09
JOSE CUERVO 1.75Lt ............... SALE $32.09
SMIRNOFF Vodka 1.75Lt .......... SALE $18.99 
TANQUERAY Gin 1.75Lt ........... SALE $37.09 
TITO’S Vodka 1.75Lt ................. SALE $29.09
GREY GOOSE 750ml ................ SALE $28.09
MACALLAN 12 Yr 750ml ........... SALE $51.09
BULLEIT Bourbon 750ml.......... SALE $26.00 

Try These HIDDEN GEMS

SAVE on 

WINES  
You  

     Love!
LOS CABALLOS Cabernet 750ml ............... SALE $3.98
DON LEONARDO  
Cabernet Sauvignon ................................. SALE $8.98
CAFE DU MIDI Sauvignon Blanc ............. SALE $8.98
LES EYMERIES Bordeaux  .....................  SALE $9.98
RED CLUSTER Red Blend .....................  SALE $9.98
MININI Pinot Grigio ................................... SALE $9.98
ALTO VUELO Pinot Noir .........................  SALE $9.98 

Check out these delicious wine  

discoveries. Great values under $10!

S P R I N G F I E L D

FREE
Daily Wine

Tastings!

SAVE BIG on BEER

# 1 WINE RETAILER 
in the COUNTRY

Follow
us on...

ALPIN FLOWERS... The Essex Water Color Club will present a demonstration
by New Jersey artist James M. Powles IV on Sunday, March 13. Art works to be
presented include Alpin Flowers as shown above.

STORMY SKIES...The Essex Water Color Club will present a demonstration by
New Jersey artist James M. Powles IV on Sunday, March 13. Among those works
to be featured are this scene of a stormy sky.

MAN’S BEST FRIEND...This painting of a dog is among those to be featured by
the Essex Water Color Club on Sunday, March 13 from 2 to 4 p.m. as part of a
demonstration by New Jersey artist James M. Powles IV.

Christie Urged to Include
Lead Prevention In Budget

Sen. Kean: Dems’ Taxing
Hypocrisy at All-Time High
TRENTON — Senate Minority

Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) stated the following on
New Jersey Democrats’ plans to raise
taxes and costs on New Jerseyans:

“Every day in New Jersey, Demo-
crats publicize ways to take more of
the people’s money and to kill the
very jobs people need to earn
money. They try to secretly obstruct
Senate Republican tax cuts, even
the ones with bipartisan support.

“Yesterday’s (February 9th) Demo-
crat proposal to constitutionally raise
the minimum wage by 79 percent
after just raising it after the recession,
and tomorrow’s (February 11th)
Democrat push to mandate paid sick
leave at the expense of jobs, em-
ployee wage increases and more flexible
leave and benefit options are completely
wrong for New Jersey. Their ideas would
just make life more unaffordable for ev-
eryone in New Jersey.

“Senate Republican solutions pro-
vide a straight-forward approach to
making New Jersey more affordable
and competitive, and they directly
reduce the costs that are driving
people out of state.”

Sens. Kean, Kip Bateman (R-16th,
Somerville) and Joe Kyrillos (R-13th,
Red Bank) have re-introduced S-349
to reduce income taxes for middle-
class retirees and eliminate the
nation’s highest death tax. Accord-
ing to the latest IRS data, New Jersey
lost a net $19 billion in taxable in-
come from 2004 to 2014.

Lance Addresses ATR to
Discuss Fiscal Issues

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (D-7th) last week ad-
dressed the taxpayer advocacy orga-
nization Americans for Tax Reform
(ATR) at its Washington, D.C. head-
quarters. During the visit Americans
for Tax Reform President Grover
Norquist praised Mr. Lance for his
efforts to bring fiscal responsibility
and accountability to Washington,
including the 7th District lawmaker’s
successful efforts to stop a taxpayer-
funded bailout of insurance compa-
nies under ObamaCare.

“Congressman Lance succeeded in
stopping the Obamacare bailout of
big insurance companies. Thanks to
the work of Congressman Lance and
his colleagues, taxpayers are now
spared billions that the Obama Ad-
ministration planned to dole out to
insurance companies, with taxpayers
footing the bill for failed exchanges
and too-good-to-be-true premiums,”
Mr. Norquist told the audience.

Mr. Lance added, “Washington
should not be picking winners and
losers in the healthcare marketplace.
By enacting a law to end the insur-
ance bailout under the federal risk
corridor program, we have struck a
blow to Obamacare and saved tax-
payers more than $2.5 billion. This

effort would not have been success-
ful without the support of groups like
Americans for Tax Reform.”

During the meeting, the Congress-
man discussed issues important to
ATR including his legislation to make
taxpayer-funded research compiled
by the Library of Congress open and
available to the public. The Library’s
Congressional Research Service
(CRS) creates thousands of reports
every year but limits their availability
only to members of Congress.

“Valuable information that would
prove critical to our public debate is
paid for by taxpayer funds but this
information is not available on any
website or publication. Everyone
should be able to see this informa-
tion. We are working hard on this
issue of transparency and fairness to
taxpayers,” Mr. Lance told the audi-
ence.

Mr. Norquist said, “Americans for
Tax Reform is working with Con-
gressman Lance to drum up support
for his effort to open Congressional
Research Reports to the public. Tax-
payers pay $100 million a year to
research policy issues – yet these
reports are locked away in the Wash-
ington. ATR backs Lance’s effort to
open these reports to everyone.”

TRENTON – Housing and com-
munity advocates along with par-
ents and concerned residents have
urged Governor Chris Christie and
the State Legislature to include $10
million for lead prevention in the
upcoming state budget. In a letter
sent to state leaders, advocates say
the number of children exposed to
toxic lead warrants full funding of
the Lead Hazard Control Assistance
Fund (LHCAF).

“Thousands of New Jersey chil-
dren are being exposed to lead be-
cause this administration has failed
to fund even the paltry amount that is
dedicated, by law, to solve our child-
hood lead poisoning crisis,” said Staci
Berger, president and chief executive
officer of the Network. “We are glad
the governor has now said he’ll keep
lead prevention in the budget if it’s a
priority for our residents. More than
100 community leaders from around
the state are writing to the governor
and legislative leaders to make clear
that protecting our children from a
known, entirely preventable but per-

manent and devastating poison, is all
of our priority.”

Created in 2004, the Lead Hazard
Assistance Control Fund was cre-
ated by the state to remediate older
homes that contained lead paint.
However, more than $50 million has
been steered into the general trea-
sury since 2009, instead of the
LHCAF as required. State law man-
dates that 50 cents per gallon from
the retail sale of paint must go to-
wards the LHCAF.

Recent data from Isles, Inc. has
found that children in 11 New Jersey
communities have higher incidences
of children affected by lead com-
pared to Flint, Mich.

In the letter to state leaders, ad-
vocates also urged support for leg-
islation sponsored by Senator
Shirley Turner (D-15th, Mercer)
that would enable municipalities to
inspect one- and two-bedroom fam-
ily rentals for lead. Combined, with
the LHCAF, the two measures
would expand prevention efforts in
New Jersey.

Vets Invited to Attend
Healthy Living Classes

COUNTY —  Union County veter-
ans and their families are invited to
attend a series of free classes covering all
aspects of healthy living from nutrition
and fitness to cooking, yoga and tai chi.

The series kicked off on February
1 and it will take place twice weekly
at the Cranford VFW, at 479 South
Avenue in Cranford, until June 29.
All classes and workshops start at
6:30 p.m. and last one to two hours.

Trinitas Regional Medical Center
in Elizabeth is sponsoring the series.
For more information, contact Trinitas
at (908) 994-7278.

Housing Non-Profit
Receives Credit Line
ELIZABETH — Community Ac-

cess Unlimited (CAU), an Elizabeth-
based non-profit that provides hous-
ing an other social support services to
poor people, has received a $27.5
million line of credit from Valley
National Bank, $7.5 million of which
will go to construct a new headquar-
ters, CAU said in a release.

The 37-year-old organization,
which boasts that it is financially
independent and does not rely on
government funding, is housed on
West Grand Street but is looking for
a new office. It has $40 million in
assets and $2 million in debt, CAU
said. The non-profit was started in
1979 by Sid Blanchard, now its ex-
ecutive director, with a $90,000 grand
with the objective of moving people
out of institutionalized housing.

It owns more than 250 housing
units throughout Union County.

Lance, Watson Coleman
Comment on Scalia Passing

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Local
House members commented on the
sudden death of United States Su-
preme Court Justice Antonin Scalia
on Saturday.Justice Scalia, a conser-
vative, was appointed by President
Ronald Reagan in 1986.

Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th) issued the following state-
ment on the passing of Justice
Antonin Scalia, originally from
Trenton, which she represents in
Congress:

“My thoughts and prayers are with
the family of Justice Scalia at his
difficult time. Justice Scalia served
our nation at the highest level, and
did so with great commitment. I
hope that his friends and family find

peace and comfort in their moment
of grief.”

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) re-
leased the following statement:

“Justice Scalia was a great patriot
and dedicated public servant. He was
a son of New Jersey. Born in Trenton,
he would go on to serve the United
States for 30 years with great distinc-
tion on the Supreme Court. His intel-
lect, wisdom and strict defense of our
nation’s Constitution will be his last-
ing legacy.

“His family’s tradition of public
service includes the fact that his uncle,
Vincent R. Panaro, served as a mem-
ber of the New Jersey General As-
sembly, a generation ago from Mer-
cer County.”
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ARE YOU CONSIDERING REPLACING YOUR

AIR CONDITIONING THIS SPRING?

D. Weltman Plumbing #6440 G. Nowicki Elec. #6808 HIC #13VH04948800 HVAC #1228

844-806-2791
WeltmanHomeServices.com

Good News! It’s FREE FURNACE
time at Weltman Home Services.

Due to the warm winter we are
overstocked with inventory.

We will GIVE you a FREE FURNACE
with the installation of a new

air conditioning system.

THIS OFFER WON’T LAST
CALL TODAY!

We are also offering 36 month
0% APR* financing on all
new system installations.

*36 Months with equal monthly payment, 0% APR financing through 3rd party provider.

Subject to credit approval.

The Leader/Times Website Provides Robust Features to Assist You!
Subscribe to Our Papers

 Change Your Address

Submit a Paid Bulletin

Publish a Photo

 Place a Classified Ad

 Post Community News

List Your Organization

Place an Obituary Notice

Submit a Wedding Announcement

Search Past Editions

Place a Legal Notice

 Search Our Video Library

Goleader.com

OPEN
24 HOURS

HELPING THE HUNGRY...Union County Freeholder Chairman Bruce H.
Bergen and Freeholder Vice-Chairman Sergio Granados met with Jewish Fed-
eration of Great MetroWest New Jersey President Leslie Dannin Rosenthal and
Executive Vice-President/CEO Dov Ben-Shimon during the group’s second
annual Community Challah Bake at the Community FoodBank of New Jersey in
Hillside. The event’s mission was to help feed the needy and raise awareness of the
hunger crisis in New Jersey. Highlights of the day included braiding and baking
800 challahs for local clients, helping with projects for the FoodBank and a
speaker series on hunger in the community and other related topics.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Christie Drops Out Of Race
After Poor Showing In NH

Governor Christie officially ended
his campaign for the White House
last Wednesday after a dismal sixth
place in the New Hampshire Primary.
Carly Fiorina, who finished seventh,
also suspended her campaign.

“While running for president, I tried
to reinforce what I have always be-
lieved: that speaking your mind mat-
ters, that experience matters, that com-
petence matters and that it will always
matter in leading our nation,” Mr.
Christie said in a statement. “That mes-
sage was heard by and stood for by a lot
of people, but just not enough, and
that’s O.K.” Mr. Christie had kicked off
his campaign on June 30th in his child-
hood hometown of Livingston.

Wasserman Schultz
Comments on GOP Race

In response to Governor Chris
Christie’s and Carly Fiorina’s de-
cision to suspend their presiden-
tial campaigns, Democratic Na-
tional Committee Chairwoman
Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz
(D-Fla.) released the following
statement: “Carly Fiorina and Gov-
ernor Chris Christie may be drop-
ping out of the presidential race,
but their overheated rhetoric and
support for failed economic poli-
cies live on in the Republican
Party’s divisive and out-of-touch
primary.

“It’s getting clearer every day,
there’s no Republican establishment
left to speak of. Meanwhile our Demo-
cratic candidates continue to show
they will fight for the priorities of the
American people and understand how
to build on the incredible progress
we’ve made over the last seven years
by expanding opportunity for
hardworking families. We must elect
a Democrat as the 45th president of
the United States.”

State Would Need $2.8 Bil. Of
New Taxes for Pensions

New Jersey would need at least $2.8
billion of new taxes by the year 2022
to make the state’s full share of contri-
butions into its the state’s pension
system under a proposed constitutional
amendment under a new report re-
leased last Thursday, Reuters reported.

The estimate is based on annual
revenue growth of 3.34 percent, ac-
cording to New Jersey Pension and
Health Benefits Study Commission,
which was appointed by Governor
Chris Christie in 2014.

In response, New Jersey Educa-
tion Association President Wendell
Steinhauer  said, “The new commis-
sion report is just a rehash of old
ideas that didn’t work last year and
don’t work this year. Once again, the
commission has released a report to
coincide with the budget address in
an attempt to deflect attention from
the administration’s utter failure to
address New Jersey’s pension fund-
ing crisis. Like last year, the report is
full of excuses for why it’s too hard
for the state to meet its obligations.

“It’s full of proposals to make public
employees pay for the state’s two de-
cades of failure. But it lacks any real
commitment to a long-term funding so-
lution that honors the state’s obligations.”
Dems Unveil $15 Mininum Wage;
Bill Would Amend NJ Constitution

Senate President Steve Sweeney
(D-3rd, Gloucester) and Senator
Shirley Turner (D-15th, Mercer) have
introduced legislation seeking a con-
stitutional amendment that would
require a $15 minimum wage in New
Jersey.

 The plan to phase in the increase
mirrors legislation co-sponsoredby
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th) that would have the voters
approve a constitutional amend-
ment.

Mayors Meet With Lance
On Rahway River Study

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) huddled with
the Mayors’ Council on Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control to talk about
next steps in the group’s effort to
complete the Rahway River Basin
Flood Risk Management Feasibility
Study. Finishing the study is a critical
step in protecting central New Jersey
communities from Rahway River
flooding.

“Today’s (February 10th)  produc-
tive meeting outlined the next steps
in our plan to get this done for our
communities. Just in the last year we
secured $1 million to finish this study
and finalize a solution. I will again do
my part in the U.S. House to secure
this vital funding and attention from
the U.S. Army Corps and the mayors
will continue their lobbying effort
stressing the importance of this
project to all levels of government,”
Mr. Lance said after the meeting.

Last year, Mr. Lance and his fed-
eral colleagues secured a $500,000
allocation for the study through
the Energy and Water Develop-
ment Appropriations Act, legisla-
tive language that was signed into
law by President Barack Obama at
the end of the year. Additionally,
the lobbying by federal lawmakers
and local officials convinced the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to
include additional funding in its
2015 work plan.

“I thank the Mayors’ Council and
local leaders for continuing to advo-
cate on behalf of their communities.
It has made a major difference,” Mr.
Lance concluded.

LIGHTING THE SKY... The Essex Water Color Club will present a demonstra-
tion by New Jersey artist James M. Powles IV on Sunday, March 13 from 2 to 4
p.m. Among those works to be featured are this scene of a lighthouse.

Senate Dems Block Kean
Port Auth. Bill Amendment

TRENTON — Senate Democrats
have voted again to block the passage
of bipartisan legislation to reform the
Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey.

During Thursday’s Senate session,
Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) proposed
amending legislation, S-708, to be
identical to New York’s Port Author-
ity reform law that Sen. Kean spon-
sors, S-355. In order for any Port
Authority reform legislation to be
initiated, both states have to pass iden-
tical legislation and New York is not
doing S-708.

“Shameless Senate Democrat
politicians have again denied the
people of New Jersey the only piece

of legislation that can reform the
Port Authority,” Sen. Kean said in
a media release. “New York’s leg-
islature and governor, on a biparti-
san basis, have enacted S-355, and
their Senate and Democrat gover-
nor are not doing anything else for
the foreseeable future. They did
their jobs.

“As media outlets have opined,
it’s time for New Jersey Demo-
crats to pass S-355,” Sen. Kean
said. “No more excuses. No more
delays. No more trying to mislead
the public.

“No more prioritizing union de-
mands that have nothing to do with
reforming the Port Authority for the
people of this state.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Letters to
the Editor

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

All In this Country Should
Recognize These Portraits

What we call the Presidents’ Day holiday is
really not that. It’s actually the holiday celebrat-
ing George Washington’s birth in 1732, accord-
ing to the United States Office of
Personnel Management. Granted
too, there’s some argument about
what calendar was in use during
that time. Although it’s popu-
larly thought that Presidents’ Day
is the combination of
Washington’s and Abraham
Lincoln’s birthday, Lincoln’s
birthday on February 12, 1809,
never became a federal holiday;
but it did become a legal holiday
in several states, such as New
Jersey.

In 1968, legislation moved sev-
eral federal holidays.
Washington’s Birthday holiday
of February 22 was moved to the
third Monday in February each year. Since
taking effect in 1971, it was intended to simplify
the calendar and give government workers three-
day weekends.

The fact that there are three-
day weekends now seems the
important feature of most holi-
days today — such as Presidents’
Day, Memorial Day and Labor
Day. It’s hard to remember the
real reasons for the holidays. The
reasons seem to be passed over
in the news and neglected in the
classrooms. Are there more
pressing, “politically correct” is-
sues to espouse on the air and to
teach in the schools? Is shop-
ping, vacationing and appealing
to the lowest common denomi-
nator now more in vogue?

One could question the sig-
nificance of a general who hardly
won a battle, except for his last one – or a
statesman who hardly won an election, except
for his last one.

George Washington was the great general
with few victories. He’s called the “Father of
Our Country” and most of us know that he was
the first President of the United States.

Abraham Lincoln was the great statesman that
hardly won an election. Considered one of the
greatest Presidents, he was the sixteenth Presi-

dent of the United States and
was assassinated in office at the
start of his second term in 1865.

Which of the two above said
“Associate yourself with men of
good quality if you esteem your
own reputation; for ’tis better to
be alone than in bad company.”
or “Government is not reason.
Government is not eloquence. It
is force. And, like fire, it is a
dangerous servant and a fearful
master.”

These are quotes of George
Washington.

And then you would know that
Abraham Lincoln said at
Gettysburg: “that we here highly

resolve that these dead shall not have died in
vain — that this nation, under God, shall have a
new birth of freedom — and that government of

the people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the
earth.”

His quote inscribed on one wall
of the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington, D.C. is, “With mal-
ice toward none; with charity for
all; with firmness in the right, as
God gives us to see the right, let
us strive on to finish the work we
are in; to bind up the nation’s
wounds....”

We think it is important for our
children to know of these great
men of perilous times, of their
character and sacrifice, of their
contribution to country and man-
kind.

We hope society, the media
and the schools reverse their trend of overlook-
ing them. If not, will our good fortune overlook
us?

These are men of great character – a trait
desperately needed in the world today. Try an
experiment. Ask your children to identify these
photographs.

George Washington

Abraham Lincoln

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Letters to the Editor

Debates Need to be Civil;
Where Is the Statesmanship?

Presidential debates continued
last week, beginning Thursday with
the two Democratic contenders and
continuing Saturday evening with
the still-large field of Republican
hopefuls.

Considering the number of candi-
dates currently vying for their re-
spective party’s nomination, and the
range of hot-button issues at the fore-
front of this Presidential election year,
it is not surprising that recent debates
have been particularly passionate.

However, we are concerned that
the climate during some of the de-
bates and other political forums is
threatening to overshadow the can-
didates’ individual qualifications and
positions, as well as the issues that
are of paramount importance to vot-
ers right now.

While heated exchanges have oc-
curred among candidates on both
sides since hitting the campaign trail,
the GOP debate that took place on
February 13 in South Carolina —
ahead of this Saturday’s Republican
Primary in that state — was espe-
cially contentious. With six candi-
dates on the stage, the two-hour event
was frequently marked by caustic

exchanges, condescending remarks
and bluster that afterward prompted
comparisons to a “circus” and “a
reality show.” In our opinion, such
displays do the public a disservice.

The purpose of political debates is
to provide participants a venue to
defend their records, outline their
platforms, and tell would-be constitu-
ents why they are the best man or
woman for the job. The airing of
opposing viewpoints or arguments is
expected — and is a vital part of this
process — but not at the cost of
civility. It is part of what we expect in
the character of a President.

Additional Republican and Demo-
cratic debates are scheduled in the
months ahead, during which Ameri-
cans will be seeking even greater
insight into the qualifications of each
candidate, their stance on key issues
and their ability to lead. This task can
be complex enough just given the
large pool of candidates still in the
running; it is a task made all the more
challenging when eclipsed by overly
negative or unnecessary discourse.

Where is the statesmanship befit-
ting of the position; of the Presidents’
Day holiday?

Thank You Westfield
Leader For Being There

I have been a reader of The Westfield
Leader for many years, 50 years to be
exact. I have had on occasion to have
written three letters to the paper all of
which have been published.

It is nice to see a paper that prints
things from the little guy as well as
the big guys. It is a pleasure to have a
paper that cares about both. Being
able to let off steam and actually and
have someone listen is a rare thing
today but none the less most enjoy-
able. To The Westfield Leader, I thank
you for taking the time to do what
you do.

You are a rarity in this day and age.
It is a joy to read about things that are
locally and nationally of interest.
Again I  thank  you for listening to the
little guy. Thank you very much. Keep
it up. You are a good thing.

Michael Love
Garwood

There Is Still Time to Donate to
The Westfield United Fund

You Lost Me, Governor Christie,
In Your Attack on Rubio

The trustees of the Westfield United
Fund would like to thank everyone
who has supported our 2015-2016
campaign. As noted in last week’s
editorial, the Westfield United Fund
is strictly a local charitable organiza-
tion. We raise money from caring
residents and we distribute it to wor-
thy human services agencies who
help the neediest in our community.

We’ve been doing it since 1937,
and we hope to keep doing it for years
to come. Our campaign closes on

March 1, so there is still time for
residents to contribute and help make
a difference in our community. Please
send your donation to: Westfield
United Fund, 301 North Ave., West,
Westfield, or go to our website,
www.westfieldunitedfund.org and
donate online.

Thank you.
Colleen McDonald Maz

President, Board of Trustees
Westfield United Fund

When you ran for governor some
years ago, I supported you and have
supported you since then, and appre-
ciated the difficulty of working with
(and against) the New Jersey Assem-
bly and Senate.

This past Saturday you lost me
when you went after Rubio, and
ganged up with the press, media and
Democrats in going after the “25-
second repeated statement.” Robot
indeed. You came across as a bully at
the debate. What Rubio said is so
true, that it needs to be repeated again

and again.
I remember some 15 years ago the

same players were using the term
“gavitas.” Remember?

“Obama is intentionally trying and
succeeding to bring this country down
in every category.”

But I wish you well, governor. Why
not get back to the impossible job
you have in New Jersey.

George Tomkin
Scotch Plains

Who’s Leading Garwood Republicans
On the Borough Council?

Who’s leading who for the
Garwood GOP council members?
You might be surprised to learn that it
is not GOP chairman, Councilman
Mathieu. He continues to prove his
political career is based on sticking a
wet finger in the air to see which way
the wind blows.

Clearly, the chairman is following
newcomer Joseph Sarno. Mr. Mathieu
silently took his council stipend for
the past five years, despite beating
the “taxpayers are hurting” and
“Garwood only makes X per average
household” drums every chance he
got. Now he changes his stance and
follows Mr. Sarno.

Additionally, Mr. Mathieu was
asked in January to return $7,500 for
taking his stipend for the past five
years and to date, has not. Mr.
Mathieu’s flip-flopping can again be
seen on the issue of a grandfathered
councilman’s health benefits.

Mr. Mathieu publicly defended this
councilman against a resident after
the 2014 election saying, “the voters
spoke.” Now that Mr. Sarno wants to
go against previously understood state
law and attorney’s advice, guess
who’s right behind him? You guessed
it, Chairman Mathieu.

Just as evident to see, the chairman
is following newcomer Ileen Cuccaro.
Mr. Mathieu voted dozens and doz-
ens of times for more than five years
now on budget transfers. There are
budget laws on the practice of budget
transfers, which can only happen at
the end of one year and the beginning
of a new one, to control them and the
council has oversight through the
budget process. At the last council
meeting, Ms. Cuccaro questioned the
one transfer on the agenda, despite
voting yes on multiple transfers with-
out question at the previous meeting.

After an explanation was given,
Cuccaro voted “no” and guess who
was right behind her? You guessed it
again, Chairman Mathieu. Isn’t it
mind boggling that Mr. Mathieu has
voted “yes” time and time again in
the past five-plus years on council,
but now votes “no” simply because

Ms. Cuccaro did.
Even Mr. Sarno understood the

process and voted “yes.” Fortunately,
the transfer passed because the coun-
cil cannot vote against paying the
borough’s bills after the service or
product has been delivered. If they
do, they will very likely face suit, as
explained by the borough attorney.

Mr. Mathieu’s flip flopping is not
surprising. He invokes his anti-shared
service stance every chance he gets,
but residents should not forget where
he really stands.

After his first few months on Coun-
cil, he resigned from the police com-
mittee because it would not bend to
his efforts to replace the position of
police chief with a public safety di-
rector, a civilian position. At the de-
bate at The Pointe, as reported by the
Clark-Garwood Patch on October 25,
2013, “He (Mathieu) proposed that
the borough needs to do a better job
of looking into shared services be-
fore he will ever vote for a tax in-
crease, and suggested investigating
privatizing trash (which he noted is
already being studied) and perhaps
sharing dispatching with the county
or another town and the municipal
court with another town.”

When the police committee inves-
tigated dispatch in 2014, he railed the
committee, who did not support
outsourcing our dispatch, for not do-
ing a good enough job.

Keep in mind, outsourcing dispatch
would have resulted in the laying off
of four Garwood dispatchers. He acts
like a big fan of the DPW now, but
privatizing garbage would most likely
deplete the department to a barebones
staff. Then, what would the streets
look like in the snow?

With all this said, if it made sense
to re-elect Councilman Mathieu in
2013 because he was often a lone
dissenter, he should certainly not be
re-elected again this year as, after all
his time on council, he clearly plays
follow the leader and goes whichever
way the wind blows.

Paul Tarantino
Garwood

Useful Information is at
www.goleader.com/help

(Your subscription Renewal Date
and Customer ID are printed on

your mailing label.)
The Leader/Times website provides
robust features  to assist you. Do you
want to find out if your honor roll has
been published? Do you want to view
Recent Home Sales? Do you want to
search past editions? Need help?

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Locusta – A small spike or elon-

gated cluster of flowers in grasses
2. Thylacitis – Inflammation of the oil

glands of the skin
3. Perron – An outside staircase
4. Libant – Tasting or touching deli-

cately

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PLEROTIC
1. Swollen; too full
2. Plaitlike or folded
3. Rainy; humid
4. Restoring or producing anew; such

as in tissue
SPRINGAL

1. A species of South African gazelle
2. An active young man
3. Resilient; flexible
4. Pure; fresh

FUSTIGATE
1. To scold or nag
2. To shape like a spindle; thick, taper-

ing at each end
3. Fermentation resulting in a strong,

musty smell
4. To beat with a stick or club

LENTIGO
1. In music, gradually becoming slower
2. A freckle or freckly condition of the

skin
3. An allergic condition caused by an

over consumption of legumes such as
peas or beans

4. Having the shape of a lense

See more letters on page 5

Please bring your
Organization’s

listing up to date
at

www.goleader.com/
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TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriquez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

HOW WILL THE NEW ALIMONY STATUTE IMPACT YOU?  
 

WILL YOU NEED A PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENT? 
 

WILL THE COURT LISTEN TO YOUR CHILD'S 
 PREFERENCE IN DETERMINING CUSTODY? 

 
CAN COHABITATION AFFECT YOUR ALIMONY? 

 
FIND OUT. 

ATTEND OUR FREE SEMINAR 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE. 

 

The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. Gurrieri, 

Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., 

Jennifer L. Young, Esq., and Eva Uhrik, Esq. will present to the public a free seminar entitled, 

“Everything You Need To Know About Divorce” on Thursday, February 25, 2016 at 

Temple Emanu-El in Westfield, New Jersey and Saturday, February 27, 2016 at the Holiday 

Inn in Clark, New Jersey.  Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 42 years, 

and his group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal process and 

answer your questions concerning prenuptial agreements, separation, divorce, custody and 

parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court 

review of changed financial and child-related circumstances, and how the current economic climate 

and new alimony legislation will impact divorce and post-divorce matters.  
 
Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to the 

traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for significant financial 

savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay 

involved in Court proceedings. 

 

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if you are simply curious 

about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are 

already divorced, the Seminar may be of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of 

former spouses.    

 

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees 
Reservations Required (No last names needed) 

Call: (908) 272-0200 
Refreshments will be served 

   

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2016 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2016 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
756 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
908-232-6770 

www.tewnj.org 

HOLIDAY INN 
36 Valley Road 

Clark, New Jersey 07066 
732-574-0100 

www.hiclarknj.com 
 

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Owen Brand 
Mortgage Loan Officer 

Phone: 908.285.6292 
Email: owen.brand@capitalone.com 
NMLS# 222999

Looking for a home, or considering refinancing?
Choosing a loan just got easier!
Call me to find out how we can work together.

© 2016 Capital One. Capital One is a federally registered service mark. All rights reserved. Refinancing to pay off existing debt may extend  
the term of the debt, possibly resulting in higher overall costs when compared with your current situation. Products and services offered by  
Capital One, N.A., NMLS ID 453156, Equal Housing Lender. JB36436 01/16

Commentary and Letters

Let Voters Choose Nominees
Instead of the Politicians

Despite a shellacking in last week’s
New Hampshire Primary, Hillary
Clinton actually left the Granite State
with two more delegates than winner
Senator Bernie Sanders due to the
Democrats’ one-sided nominating
system where six of the state’s eight
superdelegates backed Mrs. Clinton,
giving her 15 total delegates to Sen.
Sanders 13. Mr. Sanders won 13 of
the 24 “pledged” delegates — del-
egates allotted based on the popular
vote. Mrs. Clinton won an extremely
tight race in the Iowa caucus.

What a sham. The Democratic Party
has evidently decided to ignore the
voters and give the Presidential nomi-
nation to Mrs. Clinton rather than run
the risk of her losing the nomination
during the Primary process. Mr. Sand-
ers won 60 percent of the vote but lost
the delegate count? How can that
happen?

Based on published reports, Mrs.
Clinton already has 394 delegates to
Mr. Sanders’ 42. Of that total, 360 are
superdelegates. Mr. Sanders only has
eight superdelegates backing his cam-
paign. A total of 2,382 out of 4,763
delegates are needed for the Demo-
crat Party nomination for President.

The Democrats’ superdelegate sys-
tem dates to the 1970s when the party
established it to avoid voters select-

ing weak nominees such as George
McGovern, who was trounced by
President Richard Nixon in 1972.
Unlike delegates, superdelegates are
not bound to represent the popular
vote of a region at the Democratic
National Convention; they can sup-
port any candidate for the party’s
nomination. They make up around
one-fifth of the delegates at the Demo-
cratic National Convention. The Re-
publican Party does not have
superdelegates. Instead they have
unpledged delegates who play the
same role as superdelegates.

Superdelegates are allowed to
change who they are committed to,
as happened in 2008 when many of
Mrs. Clinton’s delegates switched
over to Barack Obama. A survey by
the Associated Press taken in No-
vember shows that among New
Jersey’s superdelegates, Senator Cory
Booker and Reps. Donald Payne, Jr.,
Bill Pascrell, Bonnie Watson Coleman
and Frank Pallone have all backed
Mrs. Clinton. State Assemblyman
John Wisniewski, a Democratic Na-
tional Committee (DNC) delegate,
has backed Mr. Sanders.

Out of 2,470 total delegates at the
Republican National Convention in
2016, 437 are unpledged delegates.
Of that number, 168 are members of
the Republican National Committee
(RNC). A total of 1,237 out of 2,382
delegates are needed for the GOP
nomination.

In terms of the Primary process,
Republicans have states that choose
delegates proportionally while oth-
ers, like New Jersey, are winner-takes-
all. States with primaries and cau-
cuses before March 15 choose del-
egates proportionally while those af-
ter this date are winner-takes-all.
Florida and Ohio will be the first
GOP winner-takes-all states this year.

While Democrats don’t do it this
way, a candidate must receive 15
percent of the popular vote to be
eligible for electoral delegates.

In our opinion, the GOP process
also is wrong. Each candidate should
receive delegates based on the per-
centage of vote they received — pe-
riod.

Why not let the voters choose the
nominees and not the politicians?

Full-Time Workers Need to Earn
Enough to Support Families

1937 Movie Titled Black Legion
Turns Back the Time 80 Years

I just happened to turn on the TV
today and found playing a 1937 movie
titled Black Legion. It starred
Humphrey Bogart before he became
a big star and was primarily about a
group of men, the Black Legion, who
joined together to fight against immi-
grants in the U.S. who supposedly
were taking their jobs, changing the
way of life in America, etc. Their
actions became violent and they hid
behind hoods and masks much like
the Ku Klux Klan to rid their town of
this “threat to America.” The movie
was based upon the actions of a group
of the same name that took place in
Michigan in the 1930s.

It’s been close to 80 years since this
group was in existence and this movie
was made but it made me cringe to

watch it and realize that in today’s
21st century there is still rhetoric
from politicians running even for the
highest office in the land who spout
similar sentiments albeit sometimes
in a more diplomatic manner (in some
instances not so diplomatic). Is it
supposedly now about undocumented
immigrants? Supposedly. But please
listen carefully to what our candi-
dates say and think about what real
thinking may lie behind their words.

Are we to turn back or continue
forward in the way we treat one an-
other? I can only hope that the vast
majority of our nation’s citizens see
this talk for what it is, pandering to
our basest natures and selfish fears.

Bob Chironna
Westfield

A few days ago we announced a
proposal to raise New Jersey’s mini-
mum wage to $15 per hour through a
constitutional amendment – it is sim-
ply not acceptable for someone to be
working full-time and still not earn
enough to provide the basics for their
family.

Our constitutional proposal will
mirror legislation introduced in the
U.S. Congress by Rep. Donald
Norcross (D-1st), and co-sponsored
by Rep. Pallone (D-6th) and Rep.
Watson Coleman (D-12th). It will be
sponsored in the New Jersey General
Assembly by Majority Leader [Louis]
Greenwald (D-6th).

In 2013, New Jerseyans passed a
constitutional amendment to adjust
our minimum wage to keep pace with
inflation. While that was an impor-
tant start, it did not go far enough.

The time is now to get serious
about a fair wage for a fair day’s work
for all New Jerseyans.

By phasing in an increase to $15
per hour over several years, we can
increase the minimum wage in a re-
sponsible manner that will give busi-
nesses time to adjust.

But don’t be fooled by the skeptics
who claim that increasing the mini-
mum wage will result in doomsday
levels of unemployment. It was un-
true two years ago, and it will turn out
to be untrue once again.

Increasing the minimum wage to
$15 per hour will produce indisput-
able economic benefits for our state,
and it is time we move forward with

a plan that takes this question directly
to the people of New Jersey who will
benefit the most.

Hard-working New Jerseyans do
not deserve to go to bed at night
worrying about how they are going to
provide for their families. We invite
you to join us in supporting an in-
crease in the minimum wage to $15
an hour.

We encourage you to visit
SenatorSweeney.com/FightFor15 for
more information on the proposal.
Steve Sweeney, Senate President (D)

Shirley Turner, Senator (D)

RANDOM ACT OF KINDNESS...Someone is putting Happy Friday notes on
commuter windshields at the Westfield Train Station.

Sigh, It’s Budget Season
Gov. Chris Christie detailed his

proposal on Tuesday. The governor’s
proposed budget for this year begin-
ning July 1 is $35 billion, an increase
of $1 billion over last year with no
new taxes — paid for by a projected
3 percent increase in revenues. No
money has been earmarked for a pen-
sion fund fix nor for adding to the
transportation fund. A gas tax in-
crease is being debated since all the
revenue currently generated is con-
sumed by the interest on past borrow-
ing. A skirmish also is impending
over the high “death tax” that cur-
rently exists in the state.

Soon you will hear what the county,
your town and local school board are
suggesting. With very few exceptions,
they will be going up. The only ques-
tion is by how much. And then the
corollary issue is determining how
much your taxes are increasing.

Your tax increase won’t exactly
match the budget hike, because the
budget “caps” you hear about are
more of a guideline than a rule.

It’s inevitable in an environment
where government officials operate
under the concept of “costs always
go up.” Politicians often run on the
mantra of a willingness to “make the
tough decisions” — which usually
translates into which tax(es) to raise.
But rarely is it which service(s) to
trim or what government program(s)
to eliminate.

In fairness, a lot of the problem
stems from Trenton, where the legis-
lature has required certain expendi-
tures or imposed regulations that
translate into expenditures.

Additionally, the state Supreme
Court has decreed things like the
state has to spend more — a lot more
— on certain school districts (i.e.
Abbott districts) than others. That
has yanked funds from most school
systems, who therefore compensate
by spending more in their own bud-
gets.

The county, towns and school
boards all have statutory limits they
can’t exceed, the “caps.” It’s a per-
centage of the previous year’s bud-
get. But things like bond debt pay-
ments or health insurance premiums
are exempted from those restrictions.
So actual budgets can, and often do,
exceed them.

Even within the law, spending regu-
larly goes up to the limit, and officials
declare they’ve been fiscally respon-
sible. Often, if they have any signifi-
cant difference between their budget
and the limit, they set it aside in a
“cap bank” for next year.

Then, when they go over the limit,
they have more legal room to in-
crease the budget and still claim they
were fiscally responsible.

Oh, don’t expect any official to
address fixing the $80 billion hole
in the pension system.

Dragging Snowplow On Dry Pavement
I have lived in Westfield for a long

time. Love where we live and love the
town. With that said, I always ask
why taxes are so high. Okay it is a
nice town with many things worth the
taxes we pay.

One thing that has always bothered
me is our DPW.

Last weekend I heard a story of one
of our Westield DPW trucks hitting a
parked car near town, during the bliz-
zard. The driver didn’t stop. The wit-
ness to the accident contacted the
town. The town said the witness must
of been wrong.

Today I was walking my dog and
saw a Westfield DPW truck drop his

plow right in front of me. A crash on
the road with such a noise I thought
he hit something. There was no snow
on the road. None. Not a speck. Drag-
ging the plow for blocks. As I looked
to see who was driving the truck, the
driver was looking down texting.

So my question is, are my taxes
going to repair the DPW trucks the
DPW destroy. I have an idea. Each
DPW driver is to put $1,000 in es-
crow, to pay for the damage to the
equipment we have them use. Drag-
ging a snowplow on dry pavement
cannot lead to anything but damage.

Richard Dobra
Westfield

www.goleader.com/
subscribe
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Lions Club Announces
Pancake Breakfast

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will once again
hold a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday,
March 6, from 8 a.m. to noon. It will
take place at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

This “All-You-Can-Eat” breakfast
will feature pancakes, eggs, ham and
sausage. Beverages will include juice,
coffee, tea and milk. The cost for the
breakfast is $8 per person; children
under age 6 may attend for free. Tick-
ets can be purchased at the door or in
advance from a Lions Club member.

This is one of multiple fundraisers
for this Lions Club, the proceeds of
which are distributed to local chari-
ties and community activities, with a
special emphasis on the many orga-
nizations throughout the area that
serve the blind and visually-impaired.

For more information on the Scotch
Plains Lions Pancake Breakfast or to
reserve a place, call Pancake Break-
fast Chairman Ron Kelly at (908)
753-8218.

PRESERVING THE PAST...Board members working on the Westfield Histori-
cal Society’s Membership Committee, pictured left to right, Don Mokrauer, Kris
Luka and Lou Francz, review membership plans. The organization is hoping to
attract new members interested in helping to preserve the town’s history and
willing to serve in various volunteer capacities. Interested persons may call the
Westfield Historical Society office at (908) 654-1794.

Westfield Historical Society
Seeks Members, Volunteers

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historical Society, dedicated to the
preservation of the history of the
town, is seeking additional mem-
bers and volunteers to join its ranks.

“Westfield in the 21st century is a
progressive and vibrant community
in which to ‘set down roots,’ own a
home, rear a family or operate a
business,” Kristina Luka, the His-
torical Society’s vice-president for
membership, observed.

“The history of the town and sur-
roundings since their beginnings as
the West Fields of the Elizabethtown
Tract settled in 1720 is both fasci-
nating and inspiring,” she added.

According to Mrs. Luka, the
membership of the Westfield His-
torical Society is comprised of long-
time residents and newcomers alike,
who share a common interest in
delving into and preserving the his-
tory of the area through educational
experiences and community out-
reach.

“Our increased visible growth and
expansion leads us to proudly en-
courage ‘Westfielders’ and the com-
munity-at-large to join the society,”
Mrs. Luka continued. “We are a very
congenial group involved in plenty
of opportunities for learning, ex-
changes of ideas and networking.”

The Westfield Historical Society
seeks the participation of its mem-
bers and non-members to function
as volunteers at all levels relating to
its various projects.

Volunteers are trained to perform
a range of activities such as plan-
ning, setup and staffing of the
Society’s biggest event of the year,

the fall AppleFest event; working
as guides and docents for the his-
toric Reeve History and Cultural
Resource Center, the Historical
Society’s Mountain Avenue head-
quarters; and compiling and cata-
loging an extensive collection of
archival documents and artifacts.

To join this group of citizens
united in an interest in maintaining
the best of the Westfield area’s past,
present and future, or for further
information, Mrs. Luka suggests
calling the Westfield Historical
Society’s office at (908) 654-1794.

Winter ‘Trailside Talks’ Are
Open to Teens and Adults

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has announced programs for high-
school students and adults as part of
its winter offerings at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center. Topics
will include a Guided Nature Hike,
Lenape Native Americans and the
International Space Station.

“These diverse programs are sure
to inspire us to appreciate the natural
world and make us more mindful of
our environment,” said Freeholder
Chairman Bruce Bergen.

Members of the public are invited
to join a Trailside naturalist on Satur-
day, February 27, from 10 to 11:30
a.m., for a Guided Nature Hike along
one of the bucolic trails in the
Watchung Reservation. Participants
will learn to identify some of the
winter trees, observe signs of animal
activity and discover the ways in
which animals adapt to winter. There
will be an opportunity to stop off at a
sugar maple tree tapped to collect sap
to make syrup. Participants are ad-
vised to dress appropriately for win-
ter weather. The fee is $10 for Union
County residents and $12 for out-of-
county residents.

“The Lenape-Delaware Indian
Heritage” will be offered on Satur-
day, March 19, from 2 to 3 p.m. John
Kraft, director of Lenape Lifeways,
Inc. and an archeologist and educa-
tor, will provide a multi-dimensional

presentation on the 12,000-year-old
history of these Native peoples.

This program will focus on the
formation of the Lenape culture, in-
cluding later European contact and
Native displacement. Mr. Kraft ex-
amines legends, customs and tradi-
tions as well as the daily life and
economy of the Lenape. Participants
will have an opportunity to handle
authentic and re-created artifacts such
as masks, clothing, musical instru-
ments and tools. This free program is
made possible in part by funding
from the New Jersey Council for the
Humanities.

“International Space Station” will
be featured the following Saturday,
March 26, from 2 to 3 p.m. NASA
Solar System Ambassador Paul
Cirillo will provide a window into the
experience of working on an Interna-
tional Space Station. Internet re-
sources will be demonstrated to show
how everyone can see the space sta-
tion pass overhead from their back-
yards. This program is free, but dona-
tions are welcome.

For more information about these
programs, or other activities at
Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
ucnj.org/trailside and register online.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road, Mountainside, and is a facility
of the Union County Department of
Parks and Recreation.

Westfield Library to Offer
Art and Gardening Events

Michael Norris Karen Camden

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library has revealed the
dates for two upcoming programs.
“An Armchair Art Tour: Eternal
Spring” wil l  be featured on
Wednesday, February 24, at 7 p.m.,
while “Backyard Gardening” will
be presented on Saturday, Febru-
ary 27, at 1:30 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Presenting “Eternal Spring” will
be Michael Norris, Ph.D., an art
educator at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art in New York for many
years. Through his talk, audience
members will have an opportunity
to wander vicariously through
fabulous private gardens, from an-
cient to medieval. Mr. Norris will
discuss the art and plants of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art and
its branch museum, the Cloisters.

Mr. Norris earned his Bachelor
of Arts degree in Classics from the
University of California at San Di-
ego, and his Master of Arts in Clas-
sics and Doctoral degree in Art
History at the University of Cali-
fornia at Santa Barbara. He spent
20 years at the Cloisters Museum
and the Metropolitan Museum of
Art and has lectured on trips all
over the world.

“Basics of Backyard Gardening:
Everything You Need to Know to
Get Started” will be presented by
Karen Camden. She will cover the
whole gardening process includ-
ing planning a garden, what to
grow, what kind of soil is needed,
and the right tools for the job. The
class will conclude with a ques-
tion-and-answer session.

Ms. Camden is  a frequent
speaker at the library who presents
computer classes and workshops
on organizing,  repurposing,
kitchen gardens and sewing. She is
the president of Camden Associ-
ates, a consulting firm that pro-
vides services in communications
and people skills, organizational
assessments and clutter control.

These programs are free and
open to Westfield Memorial Li-
brary and MURAL cardholders.

MURAL cardholders belong to li-
braries that  are part  of  the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. To see if their
library participates, interested per-
sons are asked to check the
Westfield Memorial  Library
website, wmlnj.org. To register for
the program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Cranford Library Posts
Dates For Book Sale

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library invite
the public to visit their used book sale
in the Friendly Book Cellar at the
Cranford Public Library.

The sale will be held on Wednes-
day, March 9, from 4 to 8:30 p.m.;
Thursday and Friday, March 10 and
11, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Satur-
day, March 12, 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Items for sale will include more
than 10,000 adult and children’s books,
as well as CDs, DVDs and recorded
books. Prices range from 25 cents to
$2, with the exception of a few spe-
cially-marked items. Saturday will be
Bag Day, during which customers may
fill a bag with books for just $8.

The Cranford Public Library is lo-
cated at 224 Walnut Avenue. The en-
trance to the sale is through the side
door, just off the main parking lot. The
sale is wheelchair-accessible. Proceeds
from this event will benefit the library.

Westfield Area Y Is Holding
Spring 1 Session Registration
WESTFIELD — Registration is

underway for the Spring 1 Session
at the Westfield Area Y. This session
runs from February 28 to April 23.

New programs for adults include:
“Beginner Yoga,” “Personal Train-
ing for Two” and “Blood Pressure
Self-Monitoring Program.” New pro-
grams for youth and teens include:
“Yoga for Kids,” “Brain Games Boot
Camp,” “Basketball MVP” and
“Speed School.”

Active Adults can come together
and discuss current and classic lit-
erature or play bridge. Lunch and
Learn programs this session will in-
clude “Fitness for Baby Boomers”
on Thursday, February 25; “Memory
Loss: What to Know” on Wednes-
day, March 16, and a “Way to a

Program to Address
Medicare Coverage

CRANFORD — Douglas and Jus-
tin Lubenow of Senior Advisors will
present a program entitled “The Top
Ten Mistakes People Make about
Medicare Coverage” on Thursday,
March 3, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. and
again from 6 to 7:30 p.m. It will take
place at the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford.

The Lubenows also will talk about
changes to Medicare in 2016; the
difference between original Medi-
care and Medicare Advantage plans;
how Medicare supplement policies
work, and how Medicare prescrip-
tion drug programs work. Both the 3
p.m. and the 6 p.m. sessions will
cover the same material; individuals
need attend only one.

Admission is free and all are wel-
come. Registration is not required.
The Cranford Public Library is spon-
soring these presentations. For more
information about upcoming library
programs, go to cranford.com/library
and click on Library Events.

SP-F Hist. Society to Hear
Terry-Lou Zoo Anecdotes

SCOTCH PLAINS — “Remem-
brances of Frank Terry and The
Terry-Lou Zoo” will be the program
topic on Tuesday, February 23, at
the monthly meeting of the Histori-
cal Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, beginning at 8 p.m. It will
be held at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road, Scotch Plains.

Born in Scotch Plains, Frank
Terry chose to live in his home-
town for most of his life after be-
ing one of the 10 percent in his
World War II company who came
home after serving in military
bombing missions.

He always loved animals, as did
his wife, Louise (Lou). The Terrys
loved palomino horses, and in order
to pay for the farm they purchased
for their prized horses, they began
offering pony rides. They then started
taking in injured animals from zoos
and other people, and thus was born
The Terry-Lou Zoo.

Guest speaker Pete Terry also is
a local man who grew up friends
with Frank Terry. Despite the
shared last name, they are not re-
lated. Mr. Terry will share remem-
brances of his colorful friend Frank
and his wife. Audience members
will hear about the tiger that got
loose in the parking lot during the
Memorial Day Parade and learn
why the Terry-Lou Zoo had so

many American bison in the 1960s
and ’70s. Many other stories will
be told as well.

This meeting is free and open to
everyone. Refreshments and fel-
lowship will follow the program.

Westfield Hadassah to Hear
About ‘Jewish Gangsters’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will host Edith
Sobel, lecturer, journalist and critic,
on Monday, March 14, in Greiffer
Sacks Hall at Temple Emanu-El. The
temple is located at 756 East Broad
Street, Westfield.

Her talk will feature the topic “Jew-
ish Gangsters: But They Were Good to
Their Mothers.” These notorious gang-
sters, who flourished between the First
and Second World Wars, started in
organized crime but eventually finan-
cially supported the new State of Is-
rael and were considered heroes to the
local Jewish communities.

Ms. Sobel holds a Master of Arts
degree in English. She is a former
chairperson of Adult Jewish Educa-

tion for the Northern New Jersey
Region of Hadassah. A Myrtle Wreath
recipient, Ms. Sobel has traveled to
Israel more than 40 times and is the
former editor of The Jewish Commu-
nity News, the bimonthly and award-
winning publication of the Jewish
Federations of North Jersey and
Greater Clifton-Passaic. She speaks
on a variety of subjects including
select Israeli authors, politics, litera-
ture and everyday life and American
and Israeli women.

Members of the community are
invited to join the Westfield Chapter
of Hadassah for this event. Dessert,
coffee and tea will be served. For
additional information, call (908)
654-5508.

Photo by Cheri Rogowsky

Dine Out Westfield Coming
February 28 to March 10

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation will sponsor
Dine Out Westfield, this year’s Win-
ter Restaurant Week event, Sunday,
February 28, through Thursday,
March 10 (two weeks excluding Fri-
day and Saturday).

Diners will have an opportunity to
enjoy a two-course lunch menu and a
two- or three-course dinner menu at
fixed prices from Westfield’s best
restaurants. Tax, gratuity and bever-
ages are not included. Participants
will be able to enjoy menus in ad-
vance and daily drawings to enhance
their dining experience.

New this year are online menus.
Each participating restaurant’s menus
are published in advance for custom-
ers’ review before making their res-
ervation. For more details, visit
WestfieldToday.com.

In addition, the Downtown Westfield
Corporation will offer a new dining
experience with random drawings
every day available from a mobile
device. Diners will have the option to

scan a QR code or go to a web page
and simply enter their e-mail address
and dining location for a chance to
win. A $50 gift certificate to one of the
participating restaurants will be
awarded daily, or a $25 parking card.

Participants may make reservations
in advance by calling their favorite
restaurant directly. Seats fill up early,
especially for dinner.

Participating restaurants include:
16 Prospect Wine Bar & Bistro, Akai
Japanese Sushi Lounge, Amuse,
Boulevard Bistro, The Brick Oven,
Chez Catherine, Cosimo’s Italian
Restaurant, Ferraro’s Restaurant,
Fiamma Wood Fired Pizza, Limani
Seafood Grill, Mojave Grille, Mul-
berry House Restaurant, Old Ha-
vana, Pure Pita, Roosterspin, Splash
of Thai, Sweet Waters Steak House,
Theresa’s and Xocolatz. Participat-
ing wine stores include CoolVines
and The Liquor Basket.
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Coldwell Banker Westfield West
Agents Honored by NJ Realtors®
WESTFIELD, N.J. — Coldwell

Banker Residential Brokerage’s
Westfield West office is proud to an-
nounce the affiliated sales associates
who have been recognized with the
NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence
Sales Award® for their exceptional real
estate sales performance in 2015.

“I am very proud of every sales
associate who attained this incredible
accomplishment. Agents recognized
with the NJ REALTORS® Circle of
Excellence Sales Award® have reached
the pinnacle of the real estate industry
in New Jersey. Their experience, ex-
pertise and dedication are proven ad-
vantages for their clients,” said Hal
Maxwell, president of Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage in New
Jersey and Rockland County, N.Y.

Below are the Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage Westfield West
office sales associates who have earned
the NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excel-
lence Sales Award® at the Platinum,
Gold, Silver and Bronze levels for
2015: Beth E. Sullivan, Platinum; Julie
Manuel Murphy, Gold; Jill Skibinsky,
Gold; Cathy Splinter, Gold; Sharon
Steele, Gold; Joyce D. Taylor, Gold;
Carol W. Tener, Gold; Jocelyne
Holden, Silver; Patricia Plante, Silver;
Sherrie Natko, Silver; Anne Weber,
Silver; Deborah Citarella, Bronze;
Ileen Cuccaro, Bronze; Daniel
Damesek, Bronze; Janice Good-Piga,
Bronze; David Labush, Bronze; Brian
Kastner, Bronze; Barbara Lang,
Bronze; Eulondia Reese-Turner,
Bronze; Karen Rimondi, Bronze;
Cathy Lee Tomlinson, Bronze; Nancy
Jean Walker, Bronze.

Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-
kerage in New Jersey and Rockland
County, N.Y., a leading residential
real estate brokerage company, oper-

ates approximately 50 offices with
more than 3,000 affiliated sales asso-
ciates serving all communities from
Rockland County, N.Y. to Monmouth
County, N.J. Coldwell Banker Resi-
dential Brokerage in New Jersey and
Rockland County, N.Y. is part of NRT
LLC, the nation’s largest residential
real estate brokerage company. Visit
www.ColdwellBankerHomes.com
for more information.
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Healthy Back Class.” Advance reg-
istration is required.

The Y continues to offer swim
lessons, water fitness classes, com-
petitive teams and special-needs pro-
grams.

Registration is going on now for
2016-2017 school year childcare
education options for ages 6 months
to school age. Programs are avail-
able in Westfield, Mountainside and
Garwood.

For more information on any Y
programs, or to receive a complete
Program Guide on all classes, ser-
vices and events taking place at the
Westfield Area Y, call (908) 233-2700
or visit the Y online at
westfieldynj.org. Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.

Y Offers Free Activities
For Heart Health

WESTFIELD — In conjunction
with February being American Heart
Month, and as a nonprofit dedicated to
improving the nation’s health and well-
being, the Westfield Area Y is offering
a free seven-day guest pass to try the Y
and free “healthy heart” events open
to both members and the community.

The Y is located at 220 Clark Street,
Westfield. All activities are led by
Westfield Area Y Health and Wellness
staff with some guest speakers. The
schedule is as follows:

Today, Thursday, February 18,
10:45 to 11:15 a.m., Abs Game Plan-
ning; Friday, February 19, 7 to 7:45
p.m., Core Workouts; Monday, Feb-
ruary 22, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., Stress
Management and Mindfulness, Joan
Glass Morgan, Psy.D.; Wednesday,
February 24, 9 to 10 a.m., Walking in
the Gym, and 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.,
Lunchtime Lectures: Fitness For
Baby Boomers, Americare Physical
Therapy; Thursday, February 25, 6:30
to 7:15 p.m., How to Train in Your
Target Heart Rate Zone, and Friday,
February 26, 7 to 7:45 p.m., Stretch-
ing: When & How.

The community is welcome to at-
tend one or more of these free activi-
ties. Registration for Spring 1 session is
going on now. For more information,
visit westfieldynj.org. Financial assis-
tance is available for those who qualify.

First Baptist Plans
Seminar on Islam

WESTFIELD — The First Baptist
Church of Westfield will hold an Intro-
duction to Islam and Understanding
Islamic Extremism Seminar on Satur-
day, February 27, between 4 and 7 p.m.
Chris Taylor, Ph.D., Dean of the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts and Professor of
Islamic Studies at Drew University in
Madison, will be the presenter.

The seminar schedule is as fol-
lows: “Introduction to Islam,” 4 to
5:30 p.m.; break from 5:30 to 5:50
p.m., and “Understanding Islamic
Extremism” from 5:50 to 7 p.m.

The First Baptist Church of
Westfield is located at 170 Elm Street.
A free will offering will be taken at
the door. For more information about
the church and its programs, call (908)
233-2278 or visit fbcwestfield.org.

Roots & Wings to Focus
On Need For Volunteers

WESTFIELD — Roots & Wings,
a nonprofit organization dedicated
to serving the critical needs of young
adults who have aged out of the
state’s care system, will host an in-
formational meeting this Sunday,
February 21, at 7 p.m. It will take
place in the Chapel Lounge of the
First Congregational Church of
Westfield, located at 125 Elmer
Street.

The purpose of this meeting is to
form a new volunteer auxiliary group.
Roots & Wings Board member Wendy
Masteller will chair the evening.

“We encourage anyone inter-
ested in helping the youths in our

Roots & Wings Union County pro-
gram to attend to learn how they
can become part of the caring com-
munity that makes a life-changing
difference for these young people,”
said Ms. Masteller.

Anyone with questions or who
would like to attend Sunday’s meet-
ing should contact Ms. Masteller
at wmasteller@verizon.net or
(908) 456-0465.

Roots & Wings, headquartered
in Morris County, expanded into
Union County in 2014. First Lady
Mary Pat Christie recently recog-
nized the organization with a New
Jersey Heroes Award.

Free Workshop Series
To Address Diabetes

AREA — Quality Insights Quality
Innovation Network is partnering
with the Plainfield YMCA to provide
free diabetes education as part of the
Everyone with Diabetes Counts
(EDC) program.

During a six-week diabetes self-
management workshop series, partici-
pants will learn about diabetes and its
risks; how to prevent health problems;
the role of diet and exercise; how to
deal with pain, fatigue and depres-
sion; how to effectively communicate
with healthcare providers; managing
medications, and other topics.

This series will be offered at the
Plainfield YMCA, located at 518
Watchung Avenue, Plainfield. Work-
shops will be held on Tuesdays, March
15 to April 19, from 10:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. They will be open to the public
and participants do not need to be
members of the YMCA. All attend-
ees must register by the second work-
shop session. For more information
or to register for these workshops,
call Karen Hale, outreach coordina-
tor, at (732) 955-8148.
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First Congregational to Hold
Adult Studies Programs

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield
has announced that it will offer two
adult studies programs in obser-
vance of Lent, the most holy sea-
son of the Christian calendar. All
evenings will be free and open to
the public.

Beginning on Monday, Febru-
ary 22, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.,
“The Usual Suspects” will exam-
ine the lives of the figures the Gos-
pels identify as playing important
roles in Jesus’ death, including
Judas, the religious leaders in
Jerusalem, Herod and Pilate.

Participants in this course will
explore how the actions of these
individuals, as a function of human
failings and in the context of their
time and place, can speak to people
today. The course will meet over
four consecutive Monday eve-
nings, through March 14, in the
church’s Chapel Lounge.

On Tuesday evenings beginning
February 23, “Naming Jesus” will

examine some of the ways in which
Jesus identified himself to help his
listeners understand more deeply
his life and ministry, through titles
and names such as Bread of Life,
Light of the World, The Way, Liv-
ing Water and others.

Participants in this course will
discuss what these symbols meant
to the people of Jesus’ time and
how individuals might understand
them in their faith lives today. The
course will continue over four con-
secutive Tuesday evenings,
through March 15, from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m., in the church’s Chapel
Lounge.

First Congregational Church, a
member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer
Street, Westfield. For additional
information about the church or
any of its programs, interested per-
sons are invited to call the church
office at (908) 233-2494 or to visit
the church’s website,
fccofwestfield.org.

Ms. Magda Joyce Isack and Robert John Pagano

Ms. Magda J. Isack
To Wed Robert J. Pagano

Mrs. Tish Isack of Plainfield has
announced the engagement of her
daughter, Ms. Magda Joyce Isack of
Jersey City, to Robert John Pagano,
also of Jersey City. Mr. Pagano is the
son of Lisa Flemming of Tampa, Fla.
and James Pagano of Golden, Colo.

The bride-to-be, also the daugh-
ter of the late Mark M. Isack, gradu-
ated in 2007 from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and in 2010
from New York University in New
York. Ms. Isack graduated magna
cum laude with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Media, Culture and
Communications, and minors in

German Language and Studio Art.
She currently works in Hoboken,
N.J., as a Chapter Support Man-
ager at the National Society of
Leadership and Success.

Mr.  Pagano,  originally of
Newburgh, N.Y., graduated from
Tampa Preparatory School in 2006,
and in 2010 from Rollins College
in Winter Park, Fla. Mr. Pagano,
who goes by Robbie, received a
Bachelor of Arts in Economics and
spent much of his time on the base-
ball field as the Tars’ closing
pitcher. Robbie currently is a Cli-
ent Manager at Medefield, a
healthcare market research firm.

Magda and Robbie will be mar-
ried at the Barn at Perona Farms in
Andover in May of this year.

VACNJ Art Tour Set
For Lower East Side
SUMMIT — The Visual Arts Cen-

ter of New Jersey is offering “Road
Trip: Lower East Side Art Tour.” It
will take place on Saturday, Febru-
ary 27, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Participants are invited to enjoy an
insider’s tour of the rising art gallery
scene on Manhattan’s Lower East Side,
including a guided tour of the New
Museum with its new building and
current shows. Proceeds will benefit
the Art Center’s mission.

Tickets are $100 per person. The
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey
is located at 68 Elm Street, Sum-
mit. Interested persons are asked
to call (908) 273-9121 or to visit
artcenternj.org/roadtrip.

SCOUT SUNDAY...Scouts and Adult Scout Leaders from Boy Scout Troop No.
73 attend Scout Sunday Mass February 7, hosted by its sponsor, the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church of Westfield. Scouts and leaders of Troop 73
are pictured with the Reverend Msgr. Gerard McCarren. Holy Trinity Church
has sponsored Troop 73 since 1936. Anyone with a son interested in joining
Troop 73 is invited to contact Scoutmaster Seamus Cunningham at
seamusandmichele@gmail.com.

Rainbows Support Program
To Commence In Westfield

WESTFIELD — Rainbows, an in-
ternational non-profit organization
fostering emotional healing among
children and their parents who are
adjusting to a life-altering crisis due
to death, divorce, separation, illness
or other painful family transitions,
will be offered in Westfield begin-
ning next month. This program is
free for all participants.

Rainbows’ trained facilitators,
using age-appropriate curriculum,
establish peer support in an envi-
ronment of unconditional group
acceptance and strict confidential-
ity. Rainbows groups encourage
awareness of feelings, including
naming, expressing and managing
them. The groups work toward

appropriate coping mechanisms,
strengthening problem-solving
skills, management of anger, and
encouragement of positive behav-
ior while reconciling their loss.

Rainbows will be available in
Westfield on Mondays, from 6:15 to
7:30 p.m., for seven sessions, from
March 14 to May 9. This program is
for children ages 5 to 13, and adults
who have children registered in the
program. Rainbows programs are open
to children from all economic, racial,
ethnic and religious backgrounds.

To register for the Spring 2016 ses-
sion, visit the Rainbows website at
westfieldrainbows.org, or alternatively
e-mail rainbowshelp@gmail.com or
call Anne Koons at (908) 233-2555.

Miller-Cory to Celebrate
Tea at Sunday Program

WESTFIELD — “Thank God for
tea! What would the world do with-
out tea?” — this quote from cler-
gyman and writer Sydney Smith
(1771-1845) reflects the pivotal
role tea has played for centuries
throughout the world.

The Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum, located at 614 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield, will present a
celebration of tea this Sunday, Feb-
ruary 18. “A Spot of Tea – The
History of Tea,” from 2 to 4 p.m.,
will highlight the most popular
beverage in the world.

The story of tea is filled with
legends, world history, intrigue and
international commerce. From reli-
gious ceremonies to political state-
ments, tea has come to symbolize
more than just a drink. The mu-
seum presentation will include his-
tory, stories and a display of differ-
ent tea varieties. Tours of the fully
restored and furnished farmhouse,
built in 1740, will be available.

Admission is $4 for ages 13 and
older; $3 for ages 3 to 12, and free
for those under age 3. If the pro-
gram must be cancelled due to in-
clement weather, a message will
be on the museum’s answering ma-
chine at (908) 232-1776.

Upcoming programs on the
museum’s Winter Schedule of
Events include “Maple Sugar Sun-
day” on March 6, and “Easter Cus-
toms and Traditions” the following
Sunday, March 13. Both programs
will take place from 2 to 4 p.m.

The Miller-Cory House Museum

is available for tours for school
groups during the week as well as
for Scout troops after school on
weekdays. Special programs also
may be arranged on site for schools
and other community groups.

For more information, visit the
museum’s Facebook page, call the
office weekday mornings at (908)
232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The website is
millercoryhouse.org.

Rabbi to Lead Series
On Prayer Book

SPRINGFIELD — Rabbi Renee
Edelman will answer questions about
the Reform Jewish Prayer Book dur-
ing Temple Sha’arey Shalom’s new-
est Adult Education series, which will
be held at the temple on four succes-
sive Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m.

Among the questions that Rabbi
Edelman will address are: “How did
the prayers get written?” “How did
they get chosen for inclusion?” “How
did they get arranged in the order
worshippers use today?” and “How
have things changed over time?”

The program will be offered on
February 24, March 2, 9 and 16. Inter-
ested persons are encouraged to at-
tend the whole series, but also are
welcome to attend any individual
classes they wish. There is no fee.
Temple Sha’arey Shalom is located at
78 South Springfield Avenue, Spring-
field. For more information, call the
temple office at (973) 379-5387.
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NJIO Concert to Be
Held on March 6

AREA — The New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO)
will present a concert entitled “Or-
chestral Fireworks,” featuring music
by Handel and Haydn, on Sunday,
March 6, at 3 p.m. It will take place at
the College of Saint Elizabeth, lo-
cated at 2 Convent Road, Morristown.

The concert also will showcase
soloist Alyssa Kim on Saint-Saens’
Violin Concerto. Admission is free.
For more information, call (908)
603-7691, e-mail info@njio.org or
visit njio.org.

SUPPORT FOR VULNERABLE YOUTH...During a recent meeting of the
Woman’s Club of Westfield, Wendy Masteller and Lydia Masterson from
Roots & Wings visited and spoke with club members about the vision of their
organization. Its aim is to help youth who have aged out of the foster care
system. Pictured, from left to right, are: Woman’s Club of Westfield members
Joan Kirner and Jane Walsweer, Ms. Masteller and Ms. Masterson, and
Woman’s Club member Julie Nardone.
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– Obituaries –

Angelo T. Arena, Beloved Family Man;
Built Career at IBM Spanning 30 Years
Angelo Tito Arena died Wednes-

day, February 10, with his loved
ones at his side, after a long illness.

Angelo was born in Brooklyn,
N.Y. and resided in Westfield and
Mountainside for many years be-
fore moving to Middletown, N.J.

He was married to the love of his
life, Estelle “Stella” Romano Arena,
for 56 years until her death in 2012.

He is survived by his four adoring
children and their spouses, Andrea
Arena McDermott and her husband,
Greg, Frank Arena and his wife, Lori,
Stephen Arena and Mafalda Marie
Arena Zink and her husband, John,
and 14 wonderful grandchildren.
Angelo was predeceased by one sis-
ter, Teresa Roemer, and will be deeply
missed by his surviving siblings, Tito
Arena and Marie Cutrone.

Whether he was your dad, your
uncle, friend, neighbor, or co-
worker, everyone who ever met him
was touched by his gentleness.

As his older sister, Marie, used
to say, when their parents named
him Angelo they knew what they
were doing, as Angelo means “An-
gel” in Italian.

Angelo spent many summers with
his extended family and friends at
their summer home on Raccoon Is-
land at Lake Hopatcong. There he
taught his children how to swim,
water ski, fish, and, more impor-
tantly, how to be a good person in
life by leading through example
like only he could do.

Angelo’s many interests included
being a very devoted Met fan, a
handyman supreme, and listening
to Luciano Pavarotti with Stella.
Angelo graduated from Holy Cross
College in 1955 and from there
started a 30-year career at IBM,
where he was admired as a leader
and trusted advisor.

The Funeral Mass was celebrated
on Saturday, February 13, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church of
Westfield. Arrangements were by the
Dooley Colonial Home of Westfield.

Memorial contributions in
Angelo’s memory can be made to St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

February 18, 2016

George ‘Carter’ Fratt, 96, Retail Exec.;
Sports Car and Sailing Enthusiast

George “Carter” Fratt, 96, a long-
time resident of Westfield, died
peacefully on Tuesday, January 12,
2016, in Hightstown, N.J., where
he had lived since 2003.

Carter, who moved to Westfield in
1963, led a remarkably active life,
his passion for sports car driving,
skiing and sailing extending into his
90s. He owned one of the first
Porsche convertibles in the Midwest
in the late 1950s, and went on to be
a driving instructor and officer of
the New Jersey chapters of both the
BMW and Porsche car clubs.

In addition to owning a sailboat
for four decades as a member of
Raritan Yacht Club, he enjoyed
bareboat charters in the Caribbean
with family and friends. He and
his wife, Nancy, maintained a tre-
mendous interest in travel, always
looking for a new adventure. In
Westfield he was an active mem-
ber of the First Congregational
Church, where he was a member of
the choir, and he sang with the
Westfield Glee Club.

Carter was born in Burlington,
Wis. After graduating high school
and beginning college, he was
drafted into the army and was sta-

tioned in Germany in the field ar-
tillery during World War II, serv-
ing from 1941 through 1946. Re-
turning home, he graduated from
the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son in marketing. He was called
back into the army during the Ko-
rean War, to be stationed in Ice-
land in 1952, and he rose to the
rank of Captain.

After college he entered retail-
ing and merchandising, working
at the Boston Store and General
Merchandise Company in Milwau-
kee, and transferring to New York
when the latter was acquired by JC
Penney. He spent more than 25
years as an executive for JC Penney,
mostly in the catalogue division,
before retiring in 1988.

Carter was predeceased by his wife
of 60 years, Nancy, and his brothers,
Homer and David. He is survived by
his daughter, Martha; his son, David,
and his wife, Elizabeth; their two
children, Michael and Hannah; his
sister, Marjorie; his brother, Walter,
and his siblings’ families.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation.

February 18, 2016

Raymond J. Nierstedt, 85, Family Man;
Was Veteran and Roselle Councilman

Raymond Jerome Nierstedt entered
into eternal life on Thursday, Febru-
ary 11, 2016, at the New Jersey Me-
morial Veterans Home. He was 85
years old and died of complications
from Alzheimer’s Disease. He was
married to the love of his life, Joan
(Flannery), for 63 years.

Raymond grew up in Jersey City
on Fulton Avenue before moving to
Roselle in 1957. He attended Our
Lady of Victories Grammar School
and St. Peter’s Prep, where he played
football and was the first in his family
to graduate high school. He began
work at Colgate Palmolive Company
as a box boy, moving up through the
ranks to General Foreman, with ser-
vice interruptions as a Paratrooper
with the 82nd Airborne Division dur-
ing the Korean War. He was honor-
ably discharged in 1954 after making
35 jumps. He retired from Colgate
Palmolive in 1986 after 36 years of
service, where he had become a fix-
ture and was known and loved by
everyone.

Raymond was a communicant at
St. Joseph the Carpenter Church in
Roselle, where he was a member of
the Guard of Honor and the Knights
of Columbus. He was a fourth degree
Knight, and served as Grand Knight
during 1986. He served as a Roselle
councilman from 1992 to 1995. He
was active with the Korean War Vet-
erans, American Legion Post 60, the
Saint Joseph’s Boys League, the Boy
Scouts, and the Roselle Catholic Ath-
letic Commission. He and Joan lived
in Bayville for 10 years, and then
Cranford, prior to the Veterans Home.

Raymond was the loving husband
to his wife, Joan, and devoted father
to his four children, Raymond, Will-
iam, Barbara and Janice. He has six

grandchildren, Eric, Jenna, Shannon,
Colin, Fiona and Summer. He intro-
duced the family to camping and
gardening, and the family traveled
from Maine to Virginia with their
Coleman pop-up camper. He de-
lighted in nature and bird watching,
and hiked portions of the Appala-
chian Trail. He was very proud that
all of his children graduated college.

His wonderful, dry sense of humor
will be greatly missed. Never at a loss
for a comment, his sayings will keep
him in our memory forever. He and
Joan traveled extensively and spent
many wonderful hours at their Cape
May condominium. He traveled to
Germany on a family history quest,
and discovered the town from where
the family emigrated.

Raymond was predeceased by his
parents, Charles and Elizabeth
Nierstedt; his brother, Charles, and
his grandson, Colin. He is survived
by his wife of 63 years; his brother,
Robert, of Florida, and sister, Marga-
ret Ann, of Colorado. He also is sur-
vived by his children, Raymond,
William and Maria (Casella), Bar-
bara and Brian Maher, Janice and
Robert Keegan, and his grandchil-
dren, Eric and Jenna Nierstedt, Shan-
non Maher, and Fiona and Summer
Keegan.

A Mass was held on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 16, at St. Joseph the Carpenter
Church, Third Avenue, Roselle. In-
terment was at Graceland Memorial
Park in Kenilworth.

Arrangements were by Walter J.
Johnson Funeral Home, 803 Raritan
Road, Clark, N.J. 07066.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, Friends of Colin.com, or JDRF.

February 18, 2016

Matthew J. Gordon, 28, Had Been
Westfield Resident For Many Years

Matthew J. Gordon, 28, a former
longtime Westfield resident, passed
away on Sunday, February 7, 2016.

Mr. Gordon was born in Sum-
mit, N.J. and lived in Westfield for
many years before moving to Cali-
fornia in 2012.

Matt was a 2006 graduate of St.
Peter’s Prep in Jersey City and gradu-
ated in 2012 from Duquesne Univer-
sity in Pittsburgh, Pa., where he earned
a Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration. Matt provided sales
and financial support for various com-
panies while residing in California.

Matt is predeceased by his mother,
Maureen (Neylan) Gordon, and is
survived by his father, Peter A. Gor-
don; his brother, James Gordon, and
his stepmother, Sherril Card-Gordon.
He also is survived by his stepsister,

Kristy, and stepbrothers, Robert and
Derek, along with aunts and uncles,
John and Rose Neylan, Kevin and Jo
Ann Neylan, Kathleen Gordon,
Cormac and Linda Gordon, John and
Anne Gordon, Michael and Su Gor-
don, Mark Gordon, Jean Gordon,
Suzanne and Dennis O’Brien, Jenni-
fer and Timothy Hegerty and Emily
Gordon, as well as 27 cousins.

The Funeral Mass was celebrated
on Saturday, February 13, 2016, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Burial took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the
Dooley Colonial  Home of
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Center for Hope Hos-
pice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.

February 18, 2016

Mary Ann McDonald, Was Dedicated
To Her Family and Volunteering

Mary Ann McDonald of Westfield,
N.J. passed away peacefully, sur-
rounded by her children, on Friday,
February 12, 2016, after a coura-
geous battle against cancer.

She was born May 21, 1937 in
Freeport, N.Y. to John and Draga
Stuparich. Her family owned Bill’s
Fish Market in Freeport, where today
The Tides Restaurant is located.

Mary Ann was dedicated to her
family and an active participant in all
of their activities when they were
younger on Long Island. After they
had grown, she dedicated her time to
volunteering, first at the Glen Head
Drug Center, then the Multiple Scle-
rosis Long Island Headquarters, and
finally for 10 years at the Christa
House — a hospice for the poor to go
to die with dignity.

Mary Ann relocated to Westfield
three years ago to be closer to her
family. She moved into the Westfield
Senior Housing Community, where

she was an active participant in the
many activities and very much en-
joyed her time and friends there.

Mary Ann is survived by her four
children and their spouses, Colleen
(Chet), Timothy (Kim), Kerry
(Michael) and Sean (Colleen), and
nine grandchildren, Lily, CJ, Ryan,
Patrick, Faye, Erin, Dan, John and
Kevin.

The Memorial Mass was cel-
ebrated at St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield, N.J. on
Monday, February 15.

Arrangements were by Dooley
Colonial Home of Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, please consider
making a donation in her memory to
the Westfield United Fund, 301 North
Avenue West, Westfield, N.J. 07090,
or online at westfieldunitedfund.org,
where it will be used for senior pro-
grams in the local area.

February 18, 2016

Edith L. Hjorth, 87, Was Active Locally;
Presby. Church Member For 50 Years

Edith L. Hjorth, 87, of Westfield,
N.J., passed away on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 13, 2016, at the Center for
Hope Hospice in Scotch Plains.

Born in Brooklyn, Edith moved with
her parents to New Jersey at a young
age and graduated from Kearny High
School in 1946. She attended
Katharine Gibbs Secretarial School in
New York City, and prior to having her
daughter, she worked as an editorial
assistant for Woman’s Day magazine
and later as an executive secretary to
the Director of Accounts at Bonwit
Teller in New York City.

Edith and her family moved to
Westfield in 1962. She was proud to
be a 50-year member of The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, where
she was a member of the Circle dis-
cussion group and the Prime Timers
clubs. Other club affiliations in
Westfield included the Woman’s
Club, Day Care Center Auxiliary,
Welcome Wagon, Opera Guild and
P.E.O. Chapter E. She was an amaz-
ing cook who loved to travel, do

handiwork and tend her orchids. She
was most proud of her granddaugh-
ters and attended their many perfor-
mances, concerts and sporting events.

Edith was predeceased by her twin
sister, Ruth E. Stenger, and her loving
husband of over 50 years, Paul. She is
survived by her daughter and son-in-
law, Sue and David Dilzell, and grand-
daughters, Kristen and Jennifer.

A celebration of Edith’s life will be
held in the spring, at a date to be
determined, at the Chapel of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. Ar-
rangements are by the Dooley Colo-
nial Home of Westfield.

Memorial contributions can be
made to the Pineda Conservatory in
Scotch Plains or to the Center for
Hope Hospice, also in Scotch Plains.

Please visit
dooleyfuneralservice.com as the
date and time of Edith’s service
will be posted when it becomes
available.

February 18, 2016

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000195

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-036399-13

Plaintiff: OCWEN LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: YVROSE THERMITUS, DELANDE

THOMPSON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/26/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eight Thousand Twenty-Three and 69/100***
$408,023.69.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLANS in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 177 VICTOR STREET,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 6, BLOCK 4802
Dimensions of Lot: 0.165 AC
Nearest Cross Street: MOUNTAIN AVENUE
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Twenty-Two

Thousand Five Hundred Forty-Nine and 55/100***
$422,549.55 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
UDREN LAW OFFICES, P.C.
111 WOODCREST ROAD
WOODCREST CORPORATE CENTER
SUITE 200
CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY 08003
(856) 669-5400
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $157.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000296

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-034339-13

Plaintiff: ONEWEST BANK, FSB
VS.
Defendant: SYLVIA OLIVER; MR. OLIVER,

HUSBAND OF SYLVIA OLIVER; OVERLOOK
HOSPITAL; CITIFINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
N/K/A ONE MAIN FINANCIAL

Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 11/04/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Four Thousand Three Hundred Forty-Six
and 85/100*** $384,346.85.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1767
Mountain Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.

TAX LOT # 12 fka 14, BLOCK# 705 fka 13
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 54 X 130
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Haven Avenue
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Four Thousand

One Hundred Twenty-Two and 97/100***
$404,122.97 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $169.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000301

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-038187-13

Plaintiff: BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: JENNIFER GRAMBOR;

SUNTRUST MORTGAGE, INC; PERCY A
JARVIS, Jr; JOHN LARKIN, HIS/HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; BENEFICIAL NEW JERSEY INC.
D/B/A BENEFICIAL MORTGAGE CO.; ELIZA-
BETH SURGICAL GROUP LLC; VANZ, LLC-
APR10-SERIES01;

Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 06/29/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty-One Thousand Sixty-Three and 74/100***
$431,063.74.

THE PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED
IN: The Municipality of Fanwood, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 58 Glenwood
Road.

TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 72, LOT: 21.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 109.78 feet x 65.01

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Northeasterly

sideline of Rainier Road.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Forty-Five Thou-

sand Seven Hundred Forty and 48/100***
$445,740.48 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000155

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-018821-12

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE RELATING TO CHEVY
CHASE FUNDING LLC MORTGAGE BACKED
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2006-2

VS.
Defendant: MELINDA SCARLETT PERSAUD

AND DWARKA PERSAUD, WIFE AND HUS-
BAND; MNION CENTER NATIONAL BANK A/K/
A UNION CENTER NATIONAL BANK; MID-
LAND FUNDING, LLC; FINANCIAL RE-
SOURCES FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Sale Date: 03/09/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/20/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Three Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-One and
10/100*** $703,751.10.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 66
North Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

TAX LOT # 10, BLOCK # 51
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 100 X 157
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Fancy Avenue
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Twenty-One

Thousand Two Hundred Nine and 35/100***
$721,209.35 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 02/11, 02/18, 02/25
& 03/03/16 Fee: $179.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000021

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007239-14

Plaintiff: HUDSON CITY SAVINGS BANK
VS.
Defendant: MARC VACCARO; DENISA

VACCARO; FUJIFILM NORTH AMERICA COR-
PORATION; ANNE M. VACCARO; AMERICAN
EXPRESS BANK, FSB

Sale Date: 02/24/2016
Writ of Execution: 09/28/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred
Ninety-Two Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-Three
and 06/100*** $692,533.06.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 7 MANITOU
WAY, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076-
2922

BEING KNOWN as LOT 10, BLOCK 12301 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 252.00 feet X 175.54 feet X 63.44
feet X 79.14 feet X 206.08 feet X 40.86 feet X
144.14 feet

Nearest Cross Street: Raritan Road
Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Sixteen Thou-

sand One Hundred Eighty-Seven and 39/100***
$716,187.39 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 01/28, 02/04, 02/11
& 02/18/16 Fee: $204.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000139

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-14212-09

Plaintiff: NATIONAL CITY MORTGAGE CO.,
A SUBSIDIARY OF NATIONAL CITY BANK OF
INDIANA

VS.
Defendant: JOSE MALDONADO; CARMEN

BINGLE
Sale Date: 03/09/2016
Writ of Execution: 02/04/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Twenty-Six Thousand Four Hundred Ninety-
Three and 11/100*** $726,493.11.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of SCOTCH PLAINS, in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2090 WEST BROAD
STREET, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076

Tax Lot No. 11, in Block No. 10101.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately) 152 feet

wide by 261 feet long (IRREGULAR).
Nearest Cross Street: MARTINE AVENUE.
Please include the following exceptions in the

sale notice:
A. 4TH QTR TAXES OPEN $3,174.31 (OPEN

PLUS INTEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 11/
01/2015)

B. OPEN SEWER $129.69 (OPEN PLUS IN-
TEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 12/31/2015)

D. SUBJECT TO PRIOR MORTGAGES AND
JUDGMENTS (IF ANY).

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Sixty-Four
Thousand Three Hundred Thirty-Five and 60/
100*** $764,335.60 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.
1455 BROAD STREET
BLOOMFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07003
(973) 473-3000
4 T - 02/11, 02/18, 02/25
& 03/03/16 Fee: $204.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000304

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012900-13

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: HECTOR COLON; LEA COLON;

JESSICA SIERRA
Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/23/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Forty-Four Thousand Seventy-Four and 26/
100*** $444,074.26.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1701 RARITAN
ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076-
2935.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 23, BLOCK 12302 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 39.27 FEET X 97.00 FEET X
211.28 FEET X 240.77 FEET X 289.18 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: Manitou Way
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Fifty-Nine Thou-

sand Six Hundred Eighty-Nine and 63/100***
$459,689.63 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $197.88

Elvira Rettino, 74, Retired Teacher;
Enjoyed Family, Friends and Travel

Elvira Rettino, 74, of Westfield, N.J.
died peacefully and surrounded by
her children on Sunday, February 14.

The family will host an informal
gathering on Friday, February 19,
from 4 to 8 p.m., at Dooley Colonial
Funeral Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue, Westfield, N.J. Interment is to
be private.

Elvira was born on February 10,
1942 in Jersey City, N.J. It was there

in Jersey City where she met the love
of her life, the late Louis Rettino. The
high school sweethearts were mar-
ried on July 4, 1963.

Elvira graduated from St. Dominic
Academy in 1959 and Jersey City
State College in 1963. She then went
on to earn a Master’s Degree plus 30
credits. She was an elementary school
teacher for many years, retiring in
2003 from the Union Township
Schools. Elvira could be found on
many fall Saturdays cheering from
the stands for the powerhouse Union
High Farmers football team, who
were coached by her husband, Lou,
for almost two decades.

She lived a life filled with family
and many friends. She enjoyed trav-
eling, the theatre, baking, crafts and,
most of all, doting on her five grand-
children. She was “Nana” to Lauren
Mochnal, Patrick Mochnal, Connor
Tuite, Logan Rettino and Sydney
Rettino.

Elvira was predeceased by her sis-
ter, Linda Rodino. She is survived by
her loving children and their spouses,
Susan and Richard Tuite of Cranford,
Tracey and Brian Mochnal of Scotch
Plains, and Louis and Lisa Rettino of
Rumson. She also is survived by her
brother and his wife, Frank and Judy
Ruocco, and her brother-in-law,
James Rodino.

Elvira’s warm and gentle spirit will
live on in all who knew her. In lieu of
flowers, the family has requested that
donations be made in her name to St.
Dominic Academy, 2572 John F.
Kennedy Blvd, Jersey City, N.J. 07304.

February 18, 2016

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

G.L.

PCW Youth to Serve
Breakfast Saturday

WESTFIELD — The public is in-
vited to breakfast served by students
of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield this Saturday, February 20,
between 8 and 10 a.m. This benefit
event will take place at Applebee’s,
located at 1255 Raritan Road, Clark.

Proceeds will support the church’s
youth programs. Tickets are $10 each
and may be purchased at the door or
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield office, located at 140 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield. Breakfast will
include an offering of eggs, pancakes,
sausage, coffee and more. For more
information, call the church office at
(908) 233-0301.

Daniel Plan Session
To Begin Feb. 24

WESTFIELD — Upon popular
request, a new, six-week session of
the Daniel Plan will begin on
Wednesday, February 24, at 7:30
p.m., at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

The Daniel Plan outlines a holistic
lifestyle designed to deepen faith
and to improve health and relation-
ships. To sign up, call or e-mail the
church at (908) 233-2278 or
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.
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THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

Please join us for our

Admissions Open Houses

Representatives from both campuses will be present at all Open Houses
Serving Children from 2 1/2 through First Grade

Part-Time and Full-Time Programs

www.christopheracademy.com

Kindly RSVP at respective campus.

February 29

9:30 a.m.

Westfield Campus

510 Hillcrest Avenue

908-233-7447

March 3

9:30 a.m.

Scotch Plains Campus

1390 Terrill Road

908-322-4652

Jersey Boutique Spa, north
Jersey’s only beach house spa, is
the hottest new spa in town with

the most experienced staff.
Featured on Dr. Oz, and awarded

Best Eyebrow Shaper in NJ by InStyle Magazine.

Free Parking Lot In Back
(Formerly Fancy Nails)

973-634-1077 call or text for appointment
www.jerseyboutiquespa.com

Get a FREE makeup remover with a
full set of Xtreme Lash extensions.

Hour long chocolate massage for only $70!

Get a FREE micro-current eye treatment.

Come on in and get our famous
Dancing With The Stars Airbrush Tan for a

golden glow for only $25 with this ad.

Local Students Make Dean’s
List at Susquehanna Univ.

SELINSGROVE, Penn. – Several
local students were named to
Susquehanna University's dean's list
for the fall 2015 semester. The dean's
list recognizes students who achieve
a grade point average of 3.4 or higher
out of a possible 4.0 for the semester.

Jonathon Gabriel, of Westfield, is a
business administration major in the
Class of 2016. A 2012 graduate of
Westfield High School, he is the son
of Jon and Kathleen Gabriel.

Aimee Wenta, of Westfield, is a
sociology major in the Class of 2016.
A 2012 graduate of Westfield High
School, she is the daughter of
Marianne Fitzgerald and James
Wenta.

Susquehanna University is a selec-

tive, residential liberal arts college
that provides a solid background in
the liberal arts and sciences, as well
as professional experiences. Students
develop critical thinking, writing,
teamwork and communication skills
which, combined with internships and
research opportunities, prepare them
for a lifetime of personal and profes-
sional success. The university is rec-
ognized nationally for its commit-
ment to off-campus study through
the Global Opportunities program.
Small classes enable faculty mem-
bers to serve as mentors, as well as
teachers. Ninety-four percent of
Susquehanna students are employed
or in graduate or professional school
within six months of graduation.

Fall 2015 Dean’s List Honors
Announced at Tufts Univ.

MEDFORD, Mass. – Tufts Univer-
sity recently announced the dean's list
for undergraduate students enrolled for
the Fall 2015 semester.

Among the students named are:
Alexandra Aronson of Westfield, class
of 2019; Elizabeth Bender of Cran-
ford, class of 2018; Bonnie Caldwell of
Cranford, class of 2019; Sarah Chin of
Westfield, class of 2019; Alex
Goldschmidt of Westfield, class of
2016; Lindsey Jacobs of Westfield, class
of 2016; Jake Kaplan of Westfield,
class of 2018; Helen Mizrach of
Westfield, class of 2019; Melanie
Nettler of Westfield, class of 2019;
Michaela Nies of Westfield, NJ, class
of 2017; Emma Phillips of Westfield,

class of 2019; Brian Pollock of
Westfield, class of 2016; Hermes Suen
of Westfield, class of 2019; Kelsey
Ames of Scotch Plains, class of 2018;
Benjamin Kaminoff of Scotch Plains,
class of 2018; Alexa Paiva of Scotch
Plains, class of 2018; Ashley Smith of
Scotch Plains, class of 2019; and Orian
Sneor of Scotch Plains, class of 2019.

Dean's list honors at Tufts University
require a semester grade point average
of 3.4 or greater.

Tufts University, located on three
Massachusetts campuses in Boston,
Medford/Somerville, and Grafton, and
in Talloires, France, is recognized
among the premier research universi-
ties in the United States.

Local Student Earns Dean’s
List Honors at Providence

Cranford Resident Named to
Hofstra Univ. Dean’s List

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. – Moises
Philippsborn Rosenbach of Cranford
excelled during the Fall 2015 semes-
ter, achieving a GPA of at least 3.5 to
earn a spot on the Dean's List at
Hofstra University.

Hofstra University is a nationally
ranked private university just 25 miles
from New York City and all its cul-
tural, recreational and professional
opportunities. Students can chose
from undergraduate and graduate of-
ferings in liberal arts and sciences,
business, engineering and applied
science, communication, education,

health professions and human ser-
vices, honors studies, the Maurice A.
Deane School of Law, the Hofstra
Northwell School of Graduate Nurs-
ing and Physician Assistant Studies,
and the Hofstra Northwell School of
Medicine. Named to the 2014
President's Higher Education Com-
munity Service Honor Roll, and one
of only two schools chosen to host
consecutive presidential debates,
Hofstra University is a dynamic com-
munity of more than 11,000 students
known for civic engagement and pub-
lic service.

PROVIDENCE, R.I. – Sarah
Ramiré, daughter of Margaret and
Lee Ramiré of Westfield, has been
named to the Dean’s List for the Fall
2015 Semester at Providence Col-
lege.

The honor is reserved for students
who have achieved a GPA of 3.55,
with a minimum of 12 credits. The
list is issued twice per year during the
fall and spring terms.

Ms. Ramiré is a member of the
class of 2016 majoring in Marketing
and French.

Providence College is the only col-
lege or university in the United States
administered by the Dominican Fri-
ars. The Catholic, liberal arts college
has an undergraduate enrollment of
approximately 3,900 students and
offers degrees in 49 academic ma-
jors.

UCC Alumna Donates
$500,000 for Scholarships

Northeastern University
Announces Dean’s List

CRANFORD – She graduated
nearly 70 years ago, and never forgot
Union County College.

On December 8, Helen Chaney
called the Union County College
Foundation to pledge $500,000 to
support student scholarships. She
says, “Union was a springboard for
me in higher education. The College
gave me my start, so I see this gift as
my way of helping students finan-
cially so that they can afford not only
to attend college but also succeed in
getting a college degree.”

A 1948 graduate, Mrs. Chaney is
providing support for a number of
different scholarships and student-
success programs. These include three
endowed scholarships that will gen-
erate $5,000 per year, forever. The
donation will also address the
College’s “Close the Gap” program
to help improve the graduation rates
of African-American students. An-
other scholarship will support stu-
dents studying STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics) disciplines.

Along with support of the College’s
general-scholarship fund, Mrs.
Chaney’s gift will set aside $25,000
for the College’s “Operation Gradu-
ation.” Launched in 2013, this pro-
gram has nearly tripled the gradua-
tion rates of Union’s students, and
the overall total of graduates setting
an all-time record of 1,505 in 2015.

Appropriate to the student-success

focus of the gift, the College will
name its new student center in Helen
Chaney’s honor. This Center com-
prises the first floor of the Cranford
Campus’s Student Services Build-
ing, a new facility that is scheduled to
open in the summer.

The Helen E. Chaney Student Cen-
ter will serve as the focal point for all
student services, including admis-
sions and registration, advising, stu-
dent accounts, financial aid, and aca-
demic records. Union County Col-
lege President Margaret McMenamin
says, “The Center will become the
Cranford Campus’s gateway and
‘one-stop’ service center for all new
and returning students. We will be
honored to have Helen Chaney’s
name on that gateway.”

After graduating from Union with
an associate in English, Mrs. Chaney
would leave the comfort of Cranford
by continuing her education at Indi-
ana University. A primary reason for
leaving New Jersey was the lack of
opportunity for women in higher edu-
cation. “This was right after the end
of WWII and in New Jersey—other
than Union College—there really
were not many universities that were
co-ed.”

At Indiana University, she earned a
bachelor’s degree and also met her
future husband. After raising a fam-
ily of three in Ohio, she moved to
North Carolina, which she now calls
her permanent residence.

BOSTON, Mass. – Northeastern
University is pleased to recognize
those students who distinguish them-
selves academically during the
course of the school year. The fol-
lowing local residents were recently
named to the University’s dean’s list
for the fall semester, which ended in
December 2015.

To achieve the dean’s list distinc-
tion, students must carry a full pro-
gram of at least four courses, have a
quality point average of 3.5 or greater
out of a possible 4.0 and carry no
single grade lower than a C- during
the course of their college career.
Each student receives a letter of com-
mendation and congratulation from
their college dean.

In addition to achieving distinc-
tion through the dean’s list, these
students are members of the Univer-
sity Honors Program, which offers
high caliber students the chance to
further hone their studies and inter-
ests, live in special interest on-cam-
pus housing, and participate in one
or two honors courses each term.
Invitation into the honors program
is highly competitive and students
must maintain a high GPA and strong
commitment to campus leadership
to remain a part.

Cranford resident Annie Bryant,

majoring in Behavioral Neuro-
science, and member of the Univer-
sity Honors Program

Cranford resident James Doyle,
majoring in Undeclared, and mem-
ber of the University Honors Pro-
gram

Fanwood resident Luke Horgan,
majoring in Computer Engr/Com-
puter Science, and member of the
University Honors Program

Mountainside resident Adam
Jlelaty, majoring in Civil Engineer-
ing, and member of the University
Honors Program

Scotch Plains resident Benjamin
Wagner, majoring in Computer Sci-
ence, and member of the University
Honors Program.

Founded in 1898, Northeastern
University is a global, experiential,
research university built on a tradi-
tion of engagement with the world,
creating a distinctive approach to
education, and research. Based in
Boston, with graduate campuses in
Charlotte, Seattle, and Toronto, the
university offers more than 90 un-
dergraduate majors and a compre-
hensive range of graduate programs,
from professional master?s degrees
to interdisciplinary doctoral pro-
grams. For more information, please
visit www.northeastern.edu.

SPECIAL PEOPLE...On January 29 Lincoln School Kindergartners were on
their best behavior when the school gymnasium was packed with some of the most
important people in their lives, all gathered to celebrate Lincoln School’s own
Grandparent and Special Person’s Day. Following a warm welcome from
Principal Audrey Zavetz, the students entertained their guests with three beau-
tiful songs: A Bushel and a Peck, A Song for Grandparents Day, and Hot
Chocolate. The grandparents and special guests were then asked to join in for a
second round of Hot Chocolate replete with hand motions by all. The childrens’
special guests then followed them to their classrooms where they enjoyed a
glimpse of a day in the life of a Lincoln Kindergartner and many shared special
projects. Lincoln School music teacher Christine Toulios was equally enthused,
commenting that she was “so proud of all our kindergarteners up on stage; they
put on such a great performance for all our grandparents and special people!”

LETTERS TO TROOPS...Mrs. Gundrum's second grade class at Tamaques
Elementary School in Westfield wrote to soldiers in Bagdad. The students were
inspired to write letters as one of them has a family friend who is stationed there.
The students enjoyed writing letters and telling the soldiers how proud they are
of them and their bravery .

SOUPER KIDS...Students at McKinley Elementary School in Westfield col-
lected close to 3,300 cans of food and non-perishable items during the school’s
annual “Soup”er Bowl Food Drive to benefit the Holy Trinity Food Pantry,
nearly doubling the number of items collected and donated by the school last
year. Pictured here with Principal Marc Biunno are, from left, fifth-graders
Henry Seigerman, Hannah Krihak, Casey Concannon, Andrew Matus and
(back row), Peter Palles, Quetzal Araya and Gabe Jackson, as they prepare to
load the items for delivery.

Hi’s Eye Newspaper
Celebrates 80th Anniversary
WESTFIELD – Hi’s Eye, the award

winning weekly newspaper produced
by Westfield High School students,
celebrates its 80th anniversary this
school year. According to the article
by Journalism II student Stella Billek
in the special anniversary issue, Hi’s
Eye is a tradition that has been with
Westfield High School through five
principals, two buildings, 15 football
state championships, five major wars
and sweeping changes in American
culture.

Junior Zoe Rader, also a contribu-
tor to the anniversary edition, states,
“The most significant difference in
the school newspaper’s content has
been the addition of social media.”
Today, Hi’s Eye continues its tradi-
tional print format but also has an
online presence in its web edition, a
blog, and communicates through
Twitter, Instagram and Facebook.

Journalism II teacher Nicole
Scimone explained that her class de-
cided to produce the commemora-
tive issue by writing about “the big-
gest story trends from the last 80
years, with a page for each decade of

Hi’s Eye existence.”
In comparing the articles which

have appeared throughout the de-
cades to now, teacher and Co-Advi-
sor, Warren Hynes, describes the cur-
rent Hi’s Eye approach as “getting
more into the how and why behind
the news.”

With the exception of this special
edition, Hi’s Eye is produced by Jour-
nalism III students, who are seniors
who have completed Journalism I –
usually in 10th grade, and Journal-
ism II – typically enrolled by 11th
graders.

Hi’s Eye annually is the recipient
of top medals by the Columbia and
National Scholastic Press Associa-
tions awards.

“Celebrating 80 years of a curricu-
lum that strengthens writing skills,
encourages communication and de-
bate, and earns awards is a great
accomplishment, “stated Superinten-
dent of Schools, Margaret Dolan.  “I
congratulate past and current students
and staff of Hi’s Eye on an anniver-
sary worthy of celebration,” she
added.

Exeter Academy Announces
Fall Honor Roll Students

Local Residents Named to
William & Mary Dean’s List

EXETER, N.H. – Phillips Exeter
Academy is delighted to share that
the following student in your area has
achieved academic honors during the
fall 2015 term.

To qualify for the honor roll, stu-
dents must maintain an overall aver-
age of (B), or a grade between 8.0-
8.9 on an 11-point scale. High Hon-
ors are given for grades 9.0-9.9 (B+).
Highest Honors are given for grades
10.0-11 (A).

Eero J. Korpela, grade 10, of
Westfield earned Highest Honors for

the fall 2015 term.
Phillips Exeter Academy

(www.exeter.edu) is a coeducational,
independent school founded in 1781,
located in Exeter, New Hampshire.
Committed to educational excellence,
the school meets the demonstrated
financial need-based aid of its admit-
ted students.

WILLIAMSBURG, Virg. – The
following residents were recently
named to the Dean?s List at the Col-
lege of William & Mary for the fall
2015 semester:

Amanda Amaral Amezquita of
Mountainside, Natalie Ann
Marcotullio of Westfield, Olivia
Genevieve Windorf of Westfield, and

Michael Terence Woods of Westfield.
In order to achieve dean’s list sta-

tus, a full-time degree seeking under-
graduate student must take at least 12
credit hours and earn a 3.6 Quality
Point Average during the semester.

William & Mary is the second old-
est institution of higher learning in
the United States.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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DEVITT 16 RB, 13 PT; ‘CERYS’ 12 RB, WICHELNS 17 PT

Cougars’ 4th Qtr. Run Passes
Lady Blue Devil Cagers, 57-49

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offensive strategy adjustments that
began in the third quarter paid divi-
dends in the fourth quarter with a 19-
6 run that catapulted the Cranford
High School girls basketball team to
a 57-49 come-for-behind victory over
the hosting Westfield Blue Devils on
February 13. The 11-7 Cougars

switched to an outside shooting game
and hit all five of their 3-pointers in
the second half, which also opened
up the inside lanes for easier lay-ups.

The Blue Devils, however, banged
trip 3-pointers in the first quarter, all
from the hand of junior Danielle
Rinaldi, who finished the game with
16 points, which included her fourth
3-pointer in the third quarter. Blue

Devil junior Shannon Devitt had a
double, double — 16 rebounds and
13 points — while adding a blocked
shot and several tipped balls that led
to turnovers.

“With rebounds, it’s all competi-
tive will because you got to get it no
matter what. You have to go out an do
it. It’s not something that you wait

R. DANIEL WINS 200-FR, 100-FLY; BEBEL 200IM, 100-BK

Blue Devil Boys Swim Crush
Hunt. Cent. in Semis, 131-39

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys’
swimming team earned a spot in the
North Jersey Section 2, Public A final
with a dominating, 131-39 win over
Hunterdon Central in the semifinals
held on February 8 at Westfield “Y”
pool. The Blue Devils swept to vic-
tory in every event sending a strong

message that they are ready claim yet
another sectional title.

Ryan Daniel and Ryan Bebel were
double winners for the Blue Devils
against the Red Devils. Daniel took
first in the 200 freestyle (1:50.46)
and the 100 butterfly (55.47).

“I felt much better in the 200 free
than I did in the 100 fly,” said Daniel,
a senior. “Honestly, I was pretty tired

heading into the 100 fly. You do what
you have to do though for the good of
the team. We all have the same goal
here and we are moving in the right
direction. We can’t get ahead of our-
selves. We just have to stay humble
and keep working until we accom-
plish our goals.”

Bebel claimed wins in the 200IM
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Blue Devils Sink BrH2O for Section Title – page 17

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Welcome to this pristine, updated four bedroom, 2 full bath split level home situated on a cul-de-sac close to elementary,
middle and high schools. The bright, open floor plan boasts gleaming hardwood floors, a large, sunny living room with bay
window, a formal dining room with sliding doors to the deck overlooking the large, private yard, and an updated eat-in-
kitchen with stainless appliances and granite countertops. The warm, inviting family room is just steps from the kitchen
with access to the laundry / mudroom. The bedrooms are located on the upper levels, including the master with walk-in
closet and new bath. The third floor features a spacious fourth bedroom, also with walk-in closet and easy access to a large
floored attic. Additional features include an attached oversized one-car garage and central-air-conditioning. $639,000.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

Previews® Specialist, CRS, ASP, ABR, SRES
2015, Platinum Level NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Cell/Text: 908-370-7900
Email: suechecchio@gmail.com

www.suechecchio.com

46 WESTBROOK ROAD, WESTFIELD •  www.46Westbrook.com

This wonderful 3 bedroom, 3 full bath home with versatile floor plan reveals exceptional finishes and recent renovations.
The custom kitchen boasts granite countertops, subway tile backsplash and LG appliances, the master bedroom offers three
walk-in closets and ensuite bath with a double vanity and shower with multiple shower heads, a recreation room  has a full
wet bar.  Refinished hardwood floors, Anderson windows, newer roof, energy efficient tankless Navien water heater, cac,
200 amp electric, two washer/dryer hookups (including stackables on second floor) are among the many updates. $649,000.

221 MARYLAND STREET, WESTFIELD • www.221Maryland.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE WINNING STROKE...Blue Devil Ryan Daniel touched first in the 200-freestyle with a time of 1:50.46 in the North
2, Public A semifinal meet against Hunterdon Central at Wallace Pool on February 8.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOUGHER THAN YOU THINK...Blue Devil Molly Ryan, center, and Cougars Bela Speer, left, and Lauren Williamson,
right, scramble for possession of the ball in Westfield on February 13. The Cougars defeated the Blue Devils, 57-49.
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MUDTURTLE RUGBY 
BOYS AND GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL RUGBY TEAMS 

COME TRY RUGBY 
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED - PRACTICE STARTS 

NOW  

SUNDAY 11-2 AND TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 6-

8 AT SID FEY HOULIHAN FIELD WESTFIELD AND 

INDOOR PRACTICE AT RAHWAY REC CENTER 

2016 BOYS HIGH SCHOOL TEIR II NATIONAL 

CHAMPS AND NJ STATE CHAMPS 2012-2015 

RUGBY IS THE FASTEST GROWING SPORT IN 

THE USA –COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 

FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO 

WWW.MUDTURTLERFC.COM 

OR  CALL DIANE AT 908-591-7027 

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHS Wrestling Has Seen
Mostly Highs, Some Lows

Another in a series on the history of
sports at WHS

Although WHS did not yet have a
varsity team, a “regional qualifier” –
what would today be called a district
tournament – was held at Roosevelt
Junior High School on Saturday, Feb.
24, 1940. Coach Harper Adams’ first-
year WHS squad was in club status
and had lost its only two matches.
Team captain Bert Silbert led a six-
man contingent in the five-team re-
gional event, finishing fourth – be-
hind Union, Springfield and Thomas
Jefferson, and ahead of Toms River.

Adams’ team went varsity the next
year, losing all seven of its matches to
established powers Roselle Park,
Somerville, Washington (now War-
ren Hills, twice), Springfield, Union
and Bound Brook. But Adams was
called for duty in World War II and
WHS wrestling disappeared until the
1957-58 season.

During the nearly six decades since
its return, the WHS wrestling pro-
gram has been ranked near the top of
the state, had NCAA champions (Joe
Wiendl and Chris Campbell) and had
a two-time Olympian (Campbell)
among its alumni; it’s also fallen near
the bottom of the state, and come
back again. And this has all come
under just three coaches – Gary
Kehler, Don MacDonald and Glen
Kurz. (Al Leonzi coached the 1969
team when Kehler was hospitalized
by hepatitis.)

Kehler coached 22 years, retiring

after the 1981 season with a 239-45-
10 record. His teams won six (of six
when he stepped down) Union
County, 16 district and one sectional
title. Individually, Kehler had 21
county, 113 district, 25 region and 11

state champions – Dennis Powers
(1960), Ken Cornell (1962), Dave
Morash (1962 and 1963), Joe Wiendl
(1964), Bill Kenny (1967), Frank
Jackson (1970), Kurt Stiefken (1972),
Rich Gottlick (1973), Campbell
(1973) and Chuck Cosenza (1976).

Kehler was a young crewcut Phys
Ed teacher and assistant football coach
when he resurrected the program in
1957-58. The team went 6-2 on the
club level and competed at the Dis-
trict 5 tournament, where all eight
Blue Devils lost their opening
matches.

The 1958-59 season the team was
upgraded to varsity, and led by cap-
tain Jack Fish went 7-3. It also fin-
ished fifth at districts, with Ken Simms
and Gene Barron each taking second
place.

The 1960 team went 10-2. Solid
wrestlers sprinkled the lineup, includ-
ing Doug Wight (13-1 at 98 pounds),
Powers (18-0 at 130), Bob Mueller
(12-2 at 157), captain Bob Maltbie
(13-1-1 at 178) and Barron (12-2 at
heavyweight).

On Jan. 22, WHS stunned Roselle
Park, 20-19, with Maltbie and Barron
winning close decisions to close it
out. “That one put us on the map,”
Kehler said.

The 1961 team went 11-1, won the
Watchung Conference and finished
second at District 7. The toughness

that Kehler wanted was typified in a
22-21 win over Columbia. Heavy-
weight Pete Braun was a two-time
all-state football player who Kehler
“talked into” filling Barron’s shoes.
The future West Pointer was a wres-
tling novice but bridged the entire
third period to keep from being pinned
and give WHS the narrow win. Wight
(14-1) and Cornell (14-3 at 123) were
district champions.

In 1962 the team finished one point
behind Plainfield at District 7, but
state champs Cornell (123) and
Morash (168) each went 19-1-1.

With Jim Powers (16-2-1) at 98
pounds, Dennis Minno (10-4-4), Ken
Powers (11-6) and Wiendl (15-4) in
the middle, and Bill Hedden (16-3),
Earl Vigne (13-5), Morash (21-1) and
Marty Howarth (15-2) up top, WHS
went 10-1-1 in 1963 and finally won
the District 7 title, the first of 26
district crowns. (The 2016 District 11
meet is this weekend at WHS.) Morash
moved up a weight to 178 and won a
second straight state title.

In addition to the state champs,
Kehler coached many other outstand-
ing individuals, among them three-
time district champs Pete and Rick
Adelaar, Dave Brown and Joe Bir-
mingham. Other greats included Jim
Powers, Doug and Dave Wight, Jim
Minno, Jeff Thiel, Bill Hunziker, Jim
Howard, Dave Tinnesz, John Iglar,
Greg Schmidt, Vinny Hurley and Phil
Gottlick.

It would be difficult to pick Kehler’s
best team. But he did have two un-
beaten teams.

The 1967 squad was 12-0 and won
the District 12 title with nine indi-
vidual champions in 12 weights. The
lineup: Kenny (22-1), Mark Ramage
(10-6), Gary Grabel (11-4-2), Dave
Wight (15-2-1), Jerry Armstrong (11-
4-1), Don Pepper (9-6), Pete Adelaar
(15-4), Bill Dunham (8-4-1), Bob
Treut (16-4), Tim Gordeuk (19-3),
Jon Gordon (18-2), Steve Jones (17-
1). Their toughest meet was against
Middletown, when Gordon and Jones
won 3-1 and 2-0 decisions to pull out
a 22-19 win.

The 1973 squad was 14-0 and won
the District 15 title with nine indi-
vidual winners in 12 weights. The
lineup: Dave Brown (20-3), Bill Steele
(8-7-2), Joe Thome (16-5-1), Paul

WESTFIELD
WESTCongratulations

to our Top Ten Club for January 2016

Eulondia Reese-Turner
Sales Associate

Jill Skibinsky
Sales Associate

Jackie Safran
Sales Associate

Beth Sullivan
Sales Associate

Patricia Spinner
Sales Associate

Julie Murphy
Sales Associate

Ileen Cuccaro
Sales Associate

Francesca Azzara
Sales Associate

Sharon Steele
Sales Associate

Janice Good-Piga
Sales Associate
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Cougars’ Run in 4th Passes Blue Devil Cagers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

back for the opportunity,” Devitt said.
“It was a very physical game down
low especially. You just have to get up
and you got to keep going for the
ball,” Devitt said.

Blue Devil sophomore Molly Ryan
finished with seven points, including
a 3-pointer, four assists and three
steals. Senior Amalia Montes pulled
eight rebounds and added nine points,
while Grace Elliott scored four points.

Cougar senior Cerys MacLelland
also had a double, double with 13
rebounds and 10 points to go with
five assists and three blocks. Sopho-
more Cam Wichelns led all scorers
with 17 points and was the recipient
of several assists, not only from
MacLelland, but also from Bela Speer
(2 assists, 7 rebounds, 7 points, 3
blocks), Lauren Williamson (3 as-
sists, 9 points, 2 blocks) and Lindsay
Pace (4 assists, 12 points [3 3-point-
ers], 4 rebounds.

Most of Wichelns’ scores on as-
sists, with the exception of one 3-
pointer and two free throws, came as
a result of inside drives and all of
MacLellands’, with the exception of

four free throws, came on inside
drives.

“We have been working at that
attack. Like passing into Bela and
somebody coming from the outside
and going in. It comes and goes. We
are not really consistent with it. When
we practice it, we are good and it

opens up the floor. We have a lane
right to the basket and someone makes
the shot,” Wichelns said.

Rinaldi’s trip threes led to a 16-13
Blue Devil lead. The Cougars tight-
ened up on the outside pressure but
Westfield still won the second quar-
ter, 11-10, to take a 27-23 halftime
lead.

“A couple of times I heard them
when they closed out on me or they
forgot to close out on me and said,
‘she’s a shooter’. That actually
boosted my confidence to make my
shots. They definitely started closing
out on me towards the end and made
it harder to get my shots up. That’s
when I started to take the ball and
drive on them,” Rinaldi said

“They were hitting some outside
shots, so we tried to put pressure
above the three-point line. After the
first quarter, we stopped it,”
MacLelland said.

Both teams opened up in the third
quarter. Williamson sank the first 3-
pointer and Pace followed with a pair
of threes to force Westfield’s defense
into an adjustment mode.

“That’s what we actually came into
the game expecting to see. When we
finally saw it, we kind of had to adjust
our defense because what we were
doing was working against their in-
side game. We had to change our
game plan,” Rinaldi said.

Ryan and Rinaldi also each hit a

three and the Blue Devils carried a
43-38 lead into the final quarter. Devitt
was having special success driving to
the basket and rolling in the lay-ups
during that time.

“In driving to the basket, I really
feel when you see an open floor, you
got to take advantage of the opportu-
nity you get. So when I see a lane, I
am going as hard as I can to the basket
no matter what and finishing strong,”
Devitt said.

“We struggled the first half. We
were sloppy with our passes and had
a lot of turnovers but we were good at
coming back. We talked at halftime
and we can just change the game
around, which I think is really great
to have. I am proud how we stayed
together and stayed motivated
throughout the whole game,”
MacLelland said.

Pace’s first two threes did have an
effect but when she hit her third 3-
pointer to start the fourth quarter, the
Blue Devils’ defense was faced with
a serious two-pronged attack.

“We needed those at that time.”
Wichelns said

“She’s our three-point shooter so
she was there when we needed her,”
MacLelland added.

In the meantime, the Cougars defi-
nitely slammed the door on the Blue
Devils’ outside game and went on to
score the final 14 points of the game.

The Union County Tournament
began on February 16 and the Cou-
gars have received the third seed and
hosted Dayton, while Westfield re-
ceived the eighth seed and hosted
ninth-seeded St. Mary’s (Elizabeth).
Should each team have strong runs,
there could be a possibility of a
rematch.

“Everyone is going to come in and
pressure throughout the whole game.
Everyone’s going to want to win. The
loser’s done. We have to play to-
gether. We can’t be down the first
half,” MacLelland said. “We have
some things to work on in practice
and I think we will be ready for Tues-
day.”

“There’s definitely a possibility that
we will see them. This game was a
tough fought game all the way to the
end and I think it could have gone
either way,” Rinaldi said. “So it goes
to show you that in the tournament if
we see them. we are not giving up. We
are going to give them a run for their
money.”
Cranford 13 10 15 19 57
Westfield 16 11 16   6 49

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Ryan Malko, (not in photo) a
sophomore on the varsity ice hockey team scored two goals in a 3-1 victory over
Summit helping the Cougars clinch the regular season league title. The Cougars
were to play in the county semifinals on February 17. Taylor Grant, a junior on
the winter track team recently captured a sectional title in the high jump in
Central Group II, jumping 5’. Taylor will go on to compete in the Group II State
Championships.

NJSIAA CHAMPION AT 152-LBS...Christian Barber (’11), right, was WHS’s 12th state champion (March 2011).
David B. Corbin (March 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Chris Campbell (’73) was a two-time
Olympian.

Cory Posey (’96) is WHS’s alltime
winningest wrestler. CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JUST DRIVING THROUGH...Blue Devil Grace Elliott, left, drives around Cougar Cam Wichelns in a hotly contested game
in Westfield on February 13. The Cougars had a big fourth quarter and defeated the Blue Devils, 57-49.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

DEVIN WINS 100-FLY, 100-BREAST; CONLON 50, 100-FREE

Blue Devil Swim Girls Defeat
Ridge in Section Semi, 105-65

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’
swimming team earned a spot in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group A
Final with a convincing, 105-65 vic-
tory over Ridge in their semifinal
round meet held on February 8 at the

Westfield “Y” pool. Westfield won
all but two events in their convincing
performance. Gwyn Devin and Emma
Conlon were multiple winners for the
Blue Devils.

Devin took first place in the 100
butterfly (1:00.51) and again in the
100 breaststroke 1:11.11). Devin,

bound for Vanderbilt next year, re-
ceived a last minute motivational
message from a teammate prior to her
winning efforts.

“My friend, Emily McGann came
up to me just prior to my race and
mentioned to me that this would be

WESTFIELD
WESTCongratulations

for Your Outstanding Sales Achievement in 2015!

SHARON STEELE
Sales Associate

Cell: (908) 447-3579
Sharon.Steele@cbmoves.com
www.sharonsteelerealestate.com
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LOOK WHO IS #1 
IN THE WESTFIELD WEST OFFICE 
FOR TOTAL UNIT PRODUCTION!

• Top Agent in the Westfield West office for closed unit production 
in 2014 & 2015*

• #1 Agent in total volume and units in Cranford for 2014 & 2015

• President’s International Elite 2014 & 2015

• NJ Realtors® Circle of Excellence Gold Sales Award 2014 & 2015

• 8 Years of Real Estate Experience

• Founder/Community Supporter of 365 Things to Do in Cranford/
Westfield, NJ

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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MONTES NETS 14 PTS; DEVITT 11 PTS, 10 RBS, 5 BLKS

Lady Blue Devils Stall in 4th,
Stumble to Bishop Ahr, 47-39

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lauren Barlow scored 23 points to
lead the Bishop Ahr girls’ basketball
team past Westfield, 47-39, on Febru-
ary 12 at Bishop Ahr High School in
Edison. Westfield spent most of the
evening trying to overcome a cold
start in which they fell behind 8-0
before rallying to take a brief lead late
in the third quarter. But the Blue
Devil effort would come up short, as
they were held to just four points in
the fourth quarter when the host Tro-
jans retook control of the game.

“We came out flat,” said Westfield
Head Coach Liz McKeon. “Scoring
just three points in the first quarter of
any game never helps the cause. We
are a young team. We only have one
senior and sometimes that shows up.
But these girls are in just about every
game they play. They never gave up
tonight and eventually they got it
back to a point where we tied it and
took a lead. They will be fine.”

The Blue Devils went six minutes
before scoring their first basket on a
short baseline jumper by senior for-
ward Amalia Montes that cut the defi-
cit to 8-2. It was a shot that would be
there for Montes throughout the game
as she led Westfield with 14 points.

But the Blue Devil backcourt had
trouble early against a Bishop Ahr
defense that played full court pres-
sure. This resulted in several early

turnovers that helped the host Trojans
build an 11-3 lead by the end of the
first quarter.

Interestingly, when the Blue Dev-
ils began applying similar full-court
pressure in the second quarter, they
were able to rattle the home team and
managed to cut into the lead. Montes
was frequently the recipient of good
inside shot opportunities initiated by
steals from her backcourt mates dur-
ing a second quarter in which she
scored eight points. By the halftime
break the Blue Devils trailed by just
four at 25-21.

“We knew coming into the season
that it would be a battle this year as far
finding scorers,” said Montes. “We
lost two 1,000-point scorers from last
year’s team due to graduation, so it
has been a process of trying to re-
place that production with balance. It
is not always easy to do that but we
come out and give it our best effort on
a regular basis.”

In the third quarter, the Blue Devils
continued to gradually push the stone
uphill. Back-to-back steals resulting
in lay-ups for Molly Ryan and Shan-
non Devitt sandwiched around a 3-
pointer by Bishop Ahr’s Lauren Barlow
cut the deficit to 28-25. A baseline
jumper from Montes pulled Westfield
to within two, at 31-29 with just over
3:00 remaining in the quarter.

Maria Nemeth then tied the game
at 33-33 after stealing the ball and

converting a lay-up. Elliot’s short
baseline jumper with: 49 remaining
in the quarter gave the Blue Devils
their first and what would prove to be
their only lead of the game.

Over the course of the next six
minutes, Bishop Ahr would score 12
straight points to blow the game open
at 45-35. The Trojans did it by return-
ing to their full court trapping style of
defense, which clearly disrupted the
offensive flow for Westfield.

“This game tonight was actually a
very hard fought battle between two
evenly matched teams,” said Montes.

“We did not execute in the fourth
quarter after battling to get the game
even throughout the first three quar-
ters. It has been a problem for us.”

Shannon Devitt scored 11 points
and had 10 rebounds and five blocked
shots for Westfield. Bishop Ahr im-
proved to 15-7 on the season.
Westfield dropped to 8-11.
Westfield   3 18 14   4 39
Bishop Ahr 11 14 10 12 47

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST IN THE 200IM...Blue Devil Keeley Tompson works the backstroke leg of the 200-Individual Medley in Lane 3 and
win the event in 2:16.53 in the section semifinal meet against Ridge on February 8. The Blue Devils won, 105-65.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOING WHAT SHE DOES WELL...Blue Devil junior Shannon Devitt, No. 21, blocks a shot in the game against Bishop
Ahr in Edison on February 12. Devitt made five blocks, grabbed 10 rebounds and scored 11 points.
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Westfield Office
185 Elm St  908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

Real Estate
Mortgages
Closing Services
InsuranceWeichert®

Don
Villane

Don
Villane

Don
Villane

Don
Villane

Don
Villane

SCOTCH PLAINS. Located on a cul-de-sac, this new home
features everything you need! From a graceful first floor flow to
generous sized bedrooms. 1st floor includes LR, DR, EIK, FR w/gas
FP & Powder rm. 2nd floor features Large Master suite, 3 addt`l bedrooms, main bath,
laundry room & access to unfinished walkup attic. Unfinished basement is roughed for
a full bathroom. Under construction - completion expected Mar 2016. $775,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

NEW CONSTRUCTION
SCOTCH PLAINS. Hardi Plank siding with warm, welcoming
colors. Large pool sized yard is ideal for entertaining. Close to
schools, places of worship, parks and minutes to downtown. 2nd
floor features large master suite, 3 additional bedrooms and convenient laundry room.
Finish basement with full bathroom and recreational rm. Walkup attic with ease for
future finish. 2 car attached garage. Ready to move in. $825,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

WESTFIELD. 4 Bedroom, 2.2 Bath Colonial. 1st floor open flow
ideal for entertaining, 2nd floor complete w/Master Suite, 3
Bedrooms, main bath & laundry room. Option to finish the 3rd
floor into a suite w/full bath. Large open finished basement. Finished basement adds
another 861 sq. ft. for a total of 3304 sq. ft. Full size windows in basement brings
plenty of natural light. If interested in customization now`s the time! Close to schools,
major roadways and GSP. $999,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION
WESTFIELD. 5BR, 4.1Bth Home with 2 car detach garage. Relax
on the full width front porch or BBQ on the back patio with sliders
that bring you into the open EIK, dinette and FR. FDR, LR/study,
powder room and convenient mudroom finish off the 1st floor. Switch back stairs
open from the fin bsmt up to the fin 3rd floor. 2nd floor has 4 BR, 3 Baths and laundry
rm. Fin 3rd floor is open with access to storage. Finished basement features "Villane"
Building signature walk out basement, Bath and storage. $1,400,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION
WESTFIELD. Classic Colonial on a very desirable Cul-De-Sac
near Tamaques Park. Over 4500 sq ft of living space on 3 floors. Then
add over 1700 sq ft of a bright walk out finished basement, that gives
you over 6200 sq ft of finished living space. The master suite has a WIC and additional
Dressing Room/Closet that can be customized. Combine that with a pool sized lot on
a quiet tree lined cul-de-sac of well maintained homes - perfection. $1,750,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Don Villane
Top Lister

SCOTCH PLAINS, This sprawling South 
side ranch on .92 lush acres features an 
open concept design with 3 bedrooms, 
2 1/2 baths, hardwood fl ooring, 2 fi re-
places, 1st-fl oor family room, fi nished basement plus a huge 2nd fl oor 
bonus room.  The rear yard has an in-ground heated Gunite pool plus 
cabana and paver patio.                                                                        $674,900

Warren Offi ce
908-757-7780

Weichert®

Lynn Dicton, Sales Associate 
908-400-6060 (cell) 
Mary Beth Ponicall, Sales Associate
908-310-2802 (cell)                   

OPEN SUNDAY  1-4 PM
1170 DONAMY GLEN 

LETTERS OF INTENT...SPF Raider senior Jake Longo, left, recently signed a
Letter of Intent to contiune his soccer career at Rutgers University next fall.
Raider Kyla Diggs, right, signs to play soccer at Wagner College in Staten Island.

Bockus (17-3-2), Stan Warne (20-3),
Charles Schrope (15-8), Mark Den-
nis (24-2-1), Rich Gottlick (27-0),
Dan Morash (10-1-1) or Quint
Mansell (7-3-2), Chris Campbell (26-
0), Walt Heiniger (19-2-1), Pete
Shearer (18-7). The closest meet was
against Seton Hall, when they were
down 15-0 but rallied on pins by
Gottlick, Mansell and Campbell for a
27-24 win.

Starting in 1982, MacDonald
coached varsity for 17 years. His
teams went 152-94-5, won two
county, seven district and one sec-
tional title. Individually, MacDonald
had 21 Union County, 45 district and
12 region champions.

His teams got off to a slow start –
46-43-2 with two district titles. There
were quality guys like Matt Shields,
Mike Giacone, Milan dePierro, Jim
Dodd, Mike Stagaard, Jay Factor, Rob
O’Hara, Mark Giacone, Toly Volkov,
Jeff Hurley and Anthony Coleman.

In the late 1980s MacDonald’s
clubs went on a roll and from 1988-
93 went 69-19-3, including two
UCTs, four straight District 11 titles

from 1989-92, and a North 2 Group 4
crown in 1990. Those teams featured

Chris and Paul Jordan, Randy and
Chris Wojcik, Glen Kurz, John
Povalac, Matt Brown, Ken Marsh,
Marcus Elias and Paco Gonzalez.

D-Mac’s last five teams went 37-
33, although there was a district title
in 1994. Those teams featured Chris
and Cory Posey, Paul and Mike Baly,

Jeff Checchio and Frank DiGiovanni.
Cory Posey was the only four-time
district and three-time region cham-
pion in program history. He was fifth/
sixth, third, second and third in the
state tournament in his four years and
is the school’s alltime winningest
wrestler with 119 wins.

After sweeping a tri-meet last week-
end, Kurz’s 18-year record is 188-
146. His teams have won two district
titles and have had nine county, 31
district, three region and one state
champion – Christian Barber in 2011.

His teams have been a roller-coaster
ride, with amazing highs and unreal
lows. His first team suffered the
program’s first shutout loss (to
Caldwell) since 1941. The 2005 team
was 0-16, forfeiting eight or nine
weights a night. But Kurz, a scrappy
77-29-2 and a two-time district cham-
pion as a Blue Devil, survived to
enjoy the two winningest seasons in
WHS history – 20 wins in 2012 and
19 in 2013.

Kurz’s early teams featured Onur
Tezucar, Mike Kivetz, Ethan Powell,
Lee Tomasso, Dan MacDonald, Chris
and Colin Mackay, Joe DeCampo,
Sam and Jake Kramer, Rob Mench,
Tom DelDuca, Andrew Shaffer, Mark
Boyd and Dan Whitney. Tezucar was
a three-time district and two-time re-
gion winner.

A breakthrough season in 2009 saw

the team go 16-2, tying the school
record for wins set in 1980. It also
ended a 15-year drought by winning
districts. Alan Workman, who had an
8-14 record, epitomized the turn-
around by pinning three opponents in
a quad meet, one of them clinching a
10-point win over Madison, which
had beaten WHS, 75-6 and 54-14, the
previous two years. That club fea-
tured Troy Skibitsky, Nick DeFreitas,
John Barnes and Christian Barber,
Sam Reichbach, Rob Granstrand and
Joe Kania.

On Jan. 30, 2010 WHS celebrated
its 500th wrestling win (and Kurz’s
100th as a coach) against Elizabeth.

The 2011-13 teams were 16-7, 20-
6 and 19-2, capped by a District 11
championship in 2013. Top guys in
the room included Mike Kalimtzis
and younger brother Nick, Barber
and younger brothers Colin and Matt,
Ellis Opoku, Nick Rotondo, Brian
Bulger, Kieran Cline, Kyle Kania,
Nick Velez and Nick Arnold. And
that 2012 team might’ve been even
better if not for season-long injuries
to seniors Skibitsky, Keith Peterson
and Luke Gibbons.

The individual highlight for Kurz
came on Sunday, March 6, 2011 when
Christian Barber capped a record-
setting 41-1 season by becoming the
school’s 12th state champion.

The last three years have been 28-
26, in large part due to the efforts of
John Fuller, Velez, Matt Barber, Cot-
ter Spurlock, Jarek Gozdieski, Zach
Rabinowitz, Phil Ricca, and Kevin,
Jack and Tim Miller.

Next: bowling and ice hockey

WHS’s wrestling coach for the last 35 years has been either Glen Kurz (left, 18
years) or Don MacDonald (17).

Blue Devils Defeat Holmdel,
Burlington Twp. Matmen

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team completed its regular sea-
son with a 34-20 victory over Holmdel
and a 37-36 squeaker over Burlington
Township on February 13. The Blue
Devils next competition will be this
Friday and Saturday, February 19-
20, in the District 11 Tournament
held in Westfield.

Against Holmdel, Blue Devil Jarek
Gozdieski recorded a 17-6 majority
decision over Salah Merhi at 160-lbs
then Jack Miller edged Garrett
Hilsheimer, 3-2, at 170-lbs. At 120-
lbs, Chris Hoerle topped Dean Gallo,
4-2. Matt Dente defeated George
Petro, 2-0, at 132-lbs and Tim Miller
nipped Saleem Khan, 2-1, at 138-lbs.

Blue Devils Zach Rabinowitz (106),
Jack Sharkey (113) and Phil Ricca
(220) received forfeits. Holmdel’s
Troy Gallo recorded an 11-2 majority
decision over Emmett Smith at 126-
lbs, Scott Dupond claimed a 9-0 ma-
jority decision over Sean Dwyer at

145-lbs, Chris Ammirati beat Ben
Kwok, 6-1, at 152-lbs and Alex
Lamberti topped Russ Weber, 12-6,
at 182-lbs. Seamus Wood received a
forfeit at 195-lbs. There was no 285-
lb bout.

Gozdieski recorded a 4:59 fall over
Logan Amey at 160-lbs in the
Burlington Township match. Jack
Miller pinned Hansley Dalambert in
4:11 at 170-lbs. Matt Jones won by
13-3 majority decision over Josh
Herrington at 126-lbs. Ricca beat
Cadrick Augustun, 3-1, at 220-lbs.
Hoerle (113), Smith (120) and Matt
Dente (132) received forfeits.

Rabinowitz dropped a 5-3 decision
to Craig Cook at 106. Mike Limone
(138) won by 15-0 tech fall over Tim
Miller. Brendon Felkins won by 21-4
tech fall over Dwyer at 145-lbs. Chris
Hannigan (152) pinned Isaiah Reese
in 1:50 and Isaiah Davis (195) won
by 15-0 tech fall over Weber. Eric
Saunders (285) won by forfeit.

District 11 Mat Tournament
Begin This Weekend at WHS

WF’s Schaeffer Wins
At Section 2 Track

Westfield High School senior
Brooke Schaeffer finished first in
the 800 meters with a personal
record (PR) time of 2:18.46 in the
North 2 Indoor Track and Field
Championships held at the
Bennett Center in Toms River on
February 8. The Blue Devil girls
placed seventh as a team and the
foursome of Hannah Hawkins,
Anna Browne, Julia Myers and
Schaeffer finished fifth in the
4x400 meters with a time of
4:16.75. Myers and Schaeffer re-
corded PRs in the event.

For the Westfield boys, Nick
Antonelli crossed second in the
1,600 meters with a PR time of
4:29.05 and Jake Triarsi finished
sixth with a PR time of 4:33.66.
Ryan Siegel finished second in the
3,200 meters with a PR time of
9:51.45. Alex Campbell at 10:00.27
and Aditya Singh at 10:08.67 also
recorded PRs.

Devils Den – Wrestling
By Bruce Johnson

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

The District 11 Wrestling Tourna-
ment is set to begin this weekend,
Friday, February 19, and Saturday,
February 20. After the first round on
Friday the semifinals, third place con-
solations and championship rounds
will be held on Saturday.

Last year, the Cranford Cougars
won their second straight title with a
total of 203. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
finished second at 169 points, fol-
lowed by Rahway (122.5), Linden
(118), Westfield (97), Elizabeth (86)
and Brearley (60).

The Cougars had five individual
champions: Anthony Capece (106),
Tom DiGiovanni (120), Chris Scorese
(126), Vince Concina (132), Gavin
Murray (152) and Niko Cappello
(182). Westfield had one champ: Jarek
Gozdieski (160). The Raiders had
three: JT Beirne (Outstanding Wres-
tler), Alex Mirabella (195) and Brian
Lapham (145). Brearley had one:
Saverio Salfcas (220), Elizabeth had
one: Lloyd Jackson (285). Linden had
one: Dom Robinson (113) and Rahway
had one: Evan Goodridge (170).
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952 Wyandotte Trail, Westfield $2,950,000
This 5 bedroom, 6-1/2 bath Custom Colonial enjoys the features of a leading edge Smart Home, which allows you to control all of its comforts remotely. Once inside, a two-story foyer showcases a
dramatic open circular staircase. The formal living and dining rooms are impressive in size and access a fully equipped butler’s pantry. The gourmet center island kitchen access both the breakfast room
and family room, and enjoys a breakfast bar, granite & marble countertops and backsplash, and top of the line appliances. The mud room is outfitted with custom storage and offers access to a closet
with electrical rough-ins for an elevator and the four car attached garage. A first floor guest bedroom with en-suite bath and a powder room complete this level. Double doors lead to the Master Bedroom
suite with luxurious private bath, fireplace, walk-in closets and an adjacent private office/sitting room. Three additional oversized bedrooms with en-suite baths and a second floor laundry top off this
level. A French door leads to a curved staircase down to the spacious finished lower level. This level has an exercise room, office, full bath, utility/laundry room and open concept recreation/play room.
Situated in the Indian Forest section of Westfield this property enjoys .6 acres of professionally manicured grounds accommodating a patio with outdoor kitchen area and a heated, salt water, pebble
bottomed pool and spa. Convenient to NYC transportation, Award Winning downtown Westfield for shopping and dining … what’s not to love about this home? It has it ALL and then some!

MURRAY 11 PTS, 7 ASST; HESS 14 PTS, LaCORTE 12 PTS

Patrick Boys’ 2nd Half Surge
Tops Blue Devil Cagers, 76-55

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Near perfection would have been
needed to upset the visiting Patrick
School boys basketball team and the
Westfield Blue Devils performed to
that level in the first half but the No.
2 ranked Celtics capitalized on some
early second-half mistakes and rolled
to a 76-55 victory on February 11.

“We had a little spurt there in the
third quarter where we kind of got
flustered and against a team like this

they capitalized. You get away with it
against some other teams but not to-
day,” Blue Devil Head Coach Daryl
Palmieri said.

The Blue Devils surprised the
Celtics in the first quarter with the
timely passing of senior Owen Murray
and the accurate shooting of senior
Parker Hess and junior Matt LaCorte.
Hess hit trip 3-pointers and LaCorte
nailed a pair of threes to give the Blue
Devils a 19-17 lead and would have
had an even better lead had it not been

for a two-point buzzer beater from
the right corner by Celtic Bryce Aiken.

Hess and senior Jelani Pierre (5
points) each nailed a three pointer in
the second quarter but Aiken nailed
another buzzer beater to give the
Celtics a slim, 31-30, lead at the half.
Hess would finished the game with
14 points, including four 3-pointers,
and LaCorte would finish with 12
points, including four threes. Murray,
who finished with 11 points, dished

CAPECE KEY WIN AT 113-LBS; DiGIOVANNI, DORAN WIN

No. 10 South Plainfield Halts
Cougars in Mat Semis, 35-18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bonus points were some things that
the hosting top-seeded, 10th-ranked
South Plainfield High School Tigers
refused to yield, while picking up 11
bonus points of their own in a 35-18
victory over the Cranford Cougars on
February 10. The Tigers won eight
bouts, three by pin and one by techni-
cal fall to account for the bonus points.

Neither team yielded any bonus
points until the sixth bout of the
evening at 170-lbs. Tiger CJ Mazczak
recorded an escape, two takedowns

and an Olympic arm bar nearfall be-
fore clamping Josh DeChillo with
headlock in 5:36. The next set of
bonus points came at 195-lbs when
Chris Gonzales used a front stretcher
to settle Dylan Budnik in 1:28.

Three bouts later at 106-lbs, fourth-
ranked Tiger Joe Heilmann amassed
12 takedowns of various varieties and
added a reversal to claim a 26-11
technical fall in 5:01 over Conor
Halpin. The Tigers’ final bonus points
happened to come in the final bout of
the evening at 126-lbs when Jacob
Painton used a straight arm cork-

screw to pin AJ Bencivegna in 1:31.
“They didn’t give up any bonus

points and we gave up too many,”
Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman said.
“But I think that our kids wrestled
well and tried their best.”

The match began in the 132-lbs
class and Cougar Chris Scorese
worked a pair of single-leg takedowns
and added an escape to defeat Joe
Sacco, 5-0. Scorese made several at-
tempts to turn him but Sacco heeded
his coaches well and stubbornly kept
his base. After Tiger Kyle Bythell

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLAYING “D” AGAINST A PAT...Blue Devil senior Owen Murray, center, guards Celtic Bryce Aiken, No. 11, in the game
against the No. 2 Patrick School in Westfield on February 11. The Celtics won, 76-55.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO PULL A SWITCH...Cougar Vince Concina, front, pulls a switch on South Plainfield Tiger Jeff Plungis in his
145-lb bout. Concina claimed a 3-0 decision but the Tigers won the match in South Plainfield on February 10.
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Blue Devil Swim Boys Crush
Hunterdon Central in Semis
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Patrick Boys’ Surge Tops Blue Devil Cagers
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South Plainfield Halts Cougars in Mat Semis
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out seven assists in the game.
“We seem to have a knack for giv-

ing up buzzer beaters. We knew we
had to play an excellent game just to
even stay with a team like that. When
you are playing a team with that kind
of ability and skill level, and well-
coached, it’s tough to come back
from any kind of runs from the mis-
takes that we make. So we really
focused on making sure that we took
care of the ball, made the extra pass
on offense, which we did,” Coach
Palmieri said.

Senior Tim Norris (7 points), on an
assist from Murray, sank the first two
points of the third quarter to give
Westfield a one-point lead but disas-
ter befell them when the Celtics seized
upon some mistakes and rumbled to
a 19-2 run to take a 50-34 lead with
three minutes left in the quarter.

“All I talked about in the locker
room at halftime was they were go-

ing to come after us with everything
they got because we have shown them
that we can stay with them. We got to
be ready to take their punch. They are
good! They forced us to turn the ball
over a couple of times, forced us into
some quick shots. We had trouble
coming back at that point,” Coach
Palmieri said. “We got a little fa-
tigued. All the sudden our legs weren’t
there. Hopefully we learn from it.”

The quick legs of Jordan Walker
(22 points) and Jamir Harris (14
points) enabled the Celtics to create
steals and drive to the basket for
multiple scores during that quarter.
Blue Devil Aidan McDaniel sank a
three at the end but the Celtics won
the quarter, 25-12, to carry a 56-42
lead into the final quarter.

“They finish! There’s a reason why
those kids are being recruited by Di-
vision I schools because they have
that kind of talent and ability,” said

Coach Palmieri, who added, “I will
continue to go out there with the kids
I got. I will coach these kids over
anybody else any day. You can see the
way that they can compete, the way
that they fight and play together. We
got a good team.”

The Blue Devils did give the Celtics
a bit of a wakeup call when Andrejs
Rumpeters (3 points) rolled in a lay-
up and LaCorte banged his fourth 3-
pointer but the big boys from the
Elizabeth school responded with
multiple fast breaks to win the quar-
ter, 20-13.

“I’m glad we played hard and
showed ourselves we could stay with
anybody. We are not afraid to play
anybody. One of these times we are
going to finish one of these things
against teams we have no business
being on the court with,” Coach
Palmieri said. “One of these times it’s
going to happen and I will be proud
of these kids.”

Next up would be the Union County
Tournament and the Blue Devils are
slated to play the winners of the
Jonathan Dayton/Koinonia game.
Next would be the winner of the
Roselle/Elizabeth game. Should the
Blue Devils continue to roll, perhaps
they may see the Celtics again.

“Our hopes are maybe we can see
this team in the semis of the counties.
This was a great setup game for the
post season. It so happens that the
county tournament is starting for us,
the state tournament is coming up.
There’s not better way to prepare for
it than to play the best team in the
state. Basically the best team maybe
to St. Anthony’s,” Coach Palmieri
said.

The Blue Devils received the sec-
ond seed for the state sectional games
and will first host Bridgewater-
Raritan on March 1 at 7 p.m. Next
would be the winner between sev-
enth-seeded Millburn and 10th-
seeded Franklin on March 3 at 7 p.m.

“I think we are set up for a nice run
in the post season. We tasted a little
bit of everything this year. We tasted
some great wins, close games, close
losses. We did what we had to do in
terms of seeding to our benefit. Now
we got to take advantage of it,” Coach
Palmieri said.
Patrick School 17 14 25 20 76
Westfield 19 11 12 13 55

tallied a trio of takedowns, an escape
and a reversal to defeat Mike Nigro,
9-4, at 138-lbs, Cougar Vince Concina
gave his team a 6-3 lead with a 3-0
decision over Jeff Plungis at 145-lbs.

At 152-lbs, Tiger Dan Hedden re-
corded a takedown, hit a head hook
escape and added another takedown
to top Brian McGovern, 5-0. Then in
the 160-lb bout, Tiger Nick
DiFrancesco discovered that he had a
real snaky customer in Dave Busch.
DiFrancesco initiated several
takedown attempts only to experi-
ence Busch wiggling out of
them and nearly getting the
takedown himself. But in the
end, DiFrancesco pulled out
a 7-2 victory.

After the 170-lb bout, Cou-
gar Andrew Tompkins earned
a 3-2 decision over Ryan
Marston at 182-lbs. At 220-
lbs, Cougar Alex Esposito
gave seventh-ranked Zach
Delvecchio a scare when he
escaped and added a takedown
in the third period, only to fall
short, 5-4.

Cougar Kevin Doran set up
a pair of single-leg trip
takedowns en route to a 6-0
victory over Julio Gonzales
at 285-lbs.

“It’s a snap single. I have
only wrestled just over a year
now, so it’s a simple one to
learn, like quickness and a
little strength, so I feel com-
fortable doing it. It doesn’t
take too much talent or math
time to do it, so that’s what I
stick to,” Doran explained.

Doran did find it difficult to
turn the stingy Gonzales to
his back.

“The team needed a pin. I
couldn’t deliver that but I will
take a win. Should have got-
ten the pin,” he said.

Cougar Anthony Capece had a
score to settle with Jake Giordano at
113-lbs and did with a 7-5 victory.

“I knew from the beginning, because
I wrestled this kid last year and he beat

me, was to control the movement, con-
trol the action on my feet. Just try to
open him up, take shots,” Capece said.
“In the second and third periods, I
started slowing down. If I wrestle him
again, I have to keep the pace going
instead the entire six minutes.”

In the second period, however,
Capece did pull off a smooth duck
under takedown to take a 6-2 lead.

“I opened up, I felt it and I just went
with it,” Capece explained.

Cougar Tom DiGiovanni used a pair
of single-leg lift, trip takedowns to

defeat Ryan Duhamel, 6-0, at 120-lbs.
“Whenever I am looking for a

takedown, I am always trying to con-
trol the motion, open up that lead leg
whenever I can, just to make it easier
on myself if I can. As soon as I hit that

shot, try to make sure to use a lot of
strength, try to use the right angle and
power up,” DiGiovanni said. “Then
from there, it’s really just a dogfight
working the guy back-and-forth try-
ing to find where you want his legs so
you can put him on the mat.”

Once on the mat, DiGiovanni at-
tempted a variety of maneuvers to
turn him to his back but Duhamel
successfully resisted.

“I like hitting a lot of bars and a lot of
different cross-body rides with the legs.
Trying to hit that, trying to jump the leg

over to expose his back and do a hand-
ful of different things but he was ball-
ing up pretty nice on bottom, so it was
pretty difficult,” DiGiovanni said.

With the District 11 Tournament
on the horizon, Capece, a district
champ at 106-lbs last year, said “I
feel great right now. I want a district
title and a team title too.”

DiGiovanni said, “I’m feeling re-
ally good physically. My weight is
where I want it to be. I have been
training 11 years for this. I feel good
mentally and I have a lot of people
supporting me.”

“I feel really confident. I think I am
wrestling my best in February. I am
gunning for individual district title
and for team title,” Doran added.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
132: — Scorese (C) d Sacco 5-0
138: — Bythell (S) d Nigro 9-4
145: — Concina (C) d Plungis 3-0
152: — Hedden (S) d McGovern 5-0
160: — DiFrancesco (S) d Busch 7-2
170: — Maszczak (S) p DeChillo 5:36
182: — Tompkins (C) d Marston 3-2
195: — Gonzales (S) p Budnik 1:28
220: — DelVecchio (S) d Esposito 5-4
Hwt: — Doran (C) d Gonzales 6-0
106: — Heilmann (S) tf Halpin, 26-11,
5:01
113: — Capece (C) d Giordano 7-5
120: — DiGiovanni (C) d Duhamel 5-0
126: — Painton (S) p Bencivegna 1:31
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Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing
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Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062
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Handyman
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Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS
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BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

HANDY MAN &
CARPENTER SERVICE
No Job Too Big or Small

• Seasoned Construction Professional

• Seniors Friendly Pricing & Service

• Insured

Snow Plowing Also Available

Call Phil: 908-246-9448

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

(2:02.99) and the 100 backstroke
(57.35). Autin Kreusser took first
place in the 50 freestyle, just a touch
ahead of teammate Griff Morgan
(22.71) to provide the Blue Devils
with a 1-2 finish.

It was that kind of a day for
Westfield. The outcome was never in
doubt. The Blue Devils got wins in
the 100 freestyle (Aedan Collins
51.07), 500 freestyle (Morgan
5:17.44), and 200-free relay
(Kreusser, Jack Cifelli, Sean
Gallagher and R. Daniel 1:33.43) on
their way to locking up the meet
early. Indeed the toughest challenge
on this day came in the form of a
faulty scoreboard.

Senior Lucas Fan claimed victory
in the 100 breaststroke (1:07.28). Fan
is one of many seniors who feels like
this year’s Blue Devil team is on a
mission to reclaim a Public A title
that eluded them last year by the
slimmest of margins.

“Losing last year was really tough
for us,” said Fan. “I think it has taught
us to be more focused on the goal this
year. Our guys really brought it to the
pool today and it has been that way all

Probitas Verus Honos

season. I think it is clear that we have
great depth on this team and that is
our advantage most of the time.”

Westfield claimed victory in the
400-free relay where the team of
Gallagher, Jesse Liu, Cifelli and Ryan
Bebel posted a winning time of
3:35.99.

The Blue Devils began the meet
with a win in the 200-medley relay.
Collins, Steve Warren, Lindros and
Kreusser turned in a scorching time
of 1:39.74.

Westfield which sports a perfect
13-0 mark this season faced a prob-
able rematch with Bridgewater
Raritan, a team they defeated earlier
in the season.

“Bridgewater is always good,” said
Westfield senior Jack Fico. “They are
outstanding in the distance events.
Starts and turns are going to be key
for us. We are much more motivated
this year than I ever remember us
being before. We’d like to go out with
having won three of four sectionals
as a senior class.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SINGLE-LEG LIFT AND TRIP...Cougar Tom DiGiovanni, right, takes South Plainfield
Tiger Ryan Duhamel to the mat with a single-leg lift and trip takedown in his 120-lb bout.
DiGiovanni earned a 6-0 decision in the Central Jersey Sectional semifinal round at Sought
Plainfield on February 10.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY TOUGH TO HANDLE...Blue Devils Owen Murray, center, and Tim Norris, No.1, find Celtic Jordan Walker, No.
2, to be a tough one to handle in Westfield on February 11. Walker scored a game-high 22 points.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

NJAR Circle of Excellence—1984-2015 

  600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated 

Lady Blue Devils Defeat Ridge in Section Semi
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

the last time I ever raced competi-
tively in this pool after twelve years
of swimming here,” said Devin. “It
kind of got to me that this would be it.
I wanted to go out and give it my best
performance knowing that.”

McGann did more than just moti-
vate her teammate to perform well.
McGann took the top spot in the 500
freestyle with a winning time of
5:23.88. Conlon notched wins in the
50 freestyle (26.22) and the 100
freestyle (56.34).

Keeley Thompson was first in the
200 IM. Thompson posted a winning
time of 2:16.53 in the event which
was the Blue Devils’ first individual
victory of the day. The 200-free relay
team of Devin, Emily Oster, Grace
Cash and Conlon prevailed in 1:54.09.

Muriel Maloney won the 100 back-

stroke (1:01.57). Maloney was quick
to praise the strategy employed by
her coaches as a key factor in her
winning performance.

“I knew I was up against really
good competition,” said Maloney.
“My coaches strategized to keep me
out of the middle lanes. I do better
from the outside because I am able to
see the entire pool and all of the other
swimmers to one side.”

Westfield began the meet with a
victory in the 200-medley relay. The
team of Keeley Thompson, Devin,
Emily Penn and Conlon finished in
1:52.67 to claim the top spot.

The past two seasons have been
largely regarded as a transitional phase
for the Westfield girls’ program in
which they attempted to bridge the
gap between the talent lost from some

of the great teams of the past, while
waiting for the young, promising
swimmers on this edition to mature.
The current unit seems to have come
of age.

“With this team there is no such
thing as potential anymore,” said
Devin. “The younger girls care so
much about winning and tradition.
This team has just such an awesome
sophomore class. The seniors have
done their part to leave a legacy here
and the younger girls are ready to
carry the torch. This is a team that is
built for now.”

Westfield was slated to face top
seeded Bridgewater-Raritan in the
sectional final. The meet would be a
rematch of an early season show-
down won by Bridgewater-Raritan,
92-78.

Chatham Nips Raiders, BrH2O Stuns
Blue Devils in Girls Swim Sectionals
The title for the North Jersey, Sec-

tion 2 Public B Tournament went
right down to the final event and the
No. 2 ranked Chatham High School
foursome just touched out the No. 3
Scotch Plains-Fanwood foursome for
first in the 400-medley relay to emerge
with an 88-82 victory at the Raritan
Bay “Y” on February 11. In the North
2, Public A championship, the No. 4
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers
swamped the No. 11 Westfield Blue
Devils, 124-46.

In the Public B showdown, the
Raiders took first in four of the first
five events and nearly won the other
but the Chatham Cougars came on
strong to win five of the final six
events, including the 400-medley
relay when Emily Gorham, Marga-
ret Harrington, Nicole Tingley and
Hannah Wormer tapped the wall in
3:33.48 just a fingernail ahead of the
Raider foursome.

Wormer also stung Raider Rachel
Maizes by a fingernail to win the 200-
Individual Medley (IM) in 2:08.18.
Wormer also won the 100-freestyle
in 51.96 just ahead of Raiders Sarah
Davis and Amanda Banasiak, who
touched 2-3. Davis won the 200-free
in 1:52.93 and Banasiak took first in
the 50-free at 24.34.

Raiders Erika Frazier, Rachel
Maizes, Stephanie Judge and
Banasiak won the opening event, the
200-medley relay in 1:46.32. Dee
Dee Maizes, Rachel Maizes, Maya
Dunchus and Davis won the 200-free
relay in 1:37.8. Judge won the 100-
butterfly in 56.57. The Cougars swept
the 500-free 1-2-3 with Nina Barrett
touching first in 4:56.65. Cougar
Jackie Carter won the 100-backstroke
in 59.13 and Alicia Iizuka won the
100-breaststroke in 1:04.49.

The Public A meet was a bit of a
shocker in the sense that on Decem-

ber 17 in Westfield the Lady Panthers
came out on top by a much lower
margin of 92-78. In that meet, the
Blue Devils touched first in six of the
11 events, including two relays. This
time, the Panthers won every event
but the 100-butterfly when Gwyn
Devin took first with a time of 59.1.
Panther Alex Gebel won two indi-
vidual events (50-free — 23.83 and
100-free — 51.91) and was on two
winning relays (200-free relay —
1:40.05 and 400-free relay —
3:40.26).

Alexis Brewer won the 200-free in
1:57.13 in a 1-2-3 sweep and Meredith
Riegler won the 200-IM in 2:12.26
also in a 1-2-3 sweep. Grace
Palfreyman won the 500-free in
5:17.39, Jenny Man won the 100-
back in 1:00.65 and Katie Cooper
won the 100-breaststroke in 1:07.77.
The Panthers won the 200-medley
relay in 1:49.79.

No. 1 Blue Devils, No. 8 Raiders
Win Boys Section Swim Crowns

The No. 1 ranked Westfield High
School boys swim team defeated No.
4 Bridgewater-Raritan, 94-76, for the
North 2, Public A Championship at
the Raritan Bay “Y” in Perth Amboy
on February 12. The No. 8 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood boys sank No. 9
Morristown, 100-70, to grab its sec-
ond straight North 2, Public B crown.

On December 18 at the Westfield
“Y”, the Blue Devils, then ranked
No. 3, defeated Bridgewater-Raritan,
101.5-68.5, so the Panthers made it a
bit more interesting in the section
title meet. At the Raritan Bay “Y”,
Blue Devils Dave Lindros, Stefan
Crigler, Eric Bebel and Austin
Kreusser won the opening 200-med-

ley relay with a time of 1:37.06 then
Aedan Collins grabbed another first
in the 200-freestyle at 1:44.47.

The Panthers took 1-2 in the next
event, the 200-Individual Medley with
Doug Quagliato touching first at
1:57.74, followed by Ross Bernstein,
who also took first in the 100-butter-
fly at 52.14. In between, Eric Bebel
took top honors in the 50-free with a
time of 22.19. Blue Devils Griff Mor-
gan at 49.08 and Ryan Daniel touched
1-2 in the 100-free.

Panther Riley Pestorius won the
500-free in 4:47.01 then Eric Bebel,
Walter Sincox, Morgan and Daniel
won the 200-free relay with a time of
1:29.73. Lindros won the 100-back-
stroke in 53.87 and Steve Warren
won the 100-breaststroke in 58.71.
The Panthers touched first in the final
event, the 400-free lay, at 3:17.61.

Last year, the Blue Devils were
nipped, 86-84, by Cherry Hill East
for the Public A championship. This
time, the Blue Devils received the top
seed and faced fourth-seeded Passaic
Tech in the semis at Raritan Bay “Y”,
while second-seeded Cherry Hill East
faced third-seeded Hillsborough on
Wednesday, February 17. Another
showdown between the two titans
could be expected this Sunday, Feb-
ruary 21, at The College of New Jer-
sey at 3:30 p.m.

After yielding first in the opening
event, the 200-medley relay to Mo-
town’s Mike Macchia, Matt Critchley,
Tom Cromie and Owen Breslin who
touched in 1:36.87, the Raiders took
top honors in the next three events
beginning with Josh Cohen’s time of
1:43.06 in the 200-freestyle. Raider
Kevin Fleck took second in the event.
Chris Bondarowicz touched first in the
200-Individual Medley at 1:56.54, fol-
lowed by teammate Nolan Kearns, and
Nick Heath won the 50-free in 22.36.

Mo-town’s Critchley won the 100-
butterfly in 51.29 and Derek He won
the 100-free in 49.16. Cohen won the
500-free in 4:39.22, followed by
Fleck. Raiders Kearns, Heath, Mike
Rash and Cohen tied Breslin,
Critchley, He and Sam Addis for first
in the 200-free relay at 1:31.14. Raider
Eric Chang won the 100-backstroke
in 53.88 and Bondarowicz won the
100-breaststroke in 57.24. Chang,
Cohen, Rash and Brian Kenny won
the 400-free relay in 3:23.89.

The Raiders, with the top seed in
the Public B championship, were to
host fourth-seeded Randolph in the
semifinals on February 17 and sec-
ond-seeded Mainland faced third-
seeded Moorestown, winners of two
straight Public B titles, in the other
semifinal. The winners will vie for
the title at The College of New Jersey
on Sunday, February 21, at 5:30 p.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPETING IN THE 200-FREESTYLE...Blue Devil  Emily Oester competed in the 200- freestyle in the section semifinal
meet against Ridge on February 8. Oester finished the event in 2:03.31.

Westfield PAL Matkids End
Dual Meet Season at 13-0

UNDEFEATED SEASON...The Westfield PAL Wrestling’s NNJL Team takes
home the hardware. Pictured from left to right: Michael Price (130), Luke Hoerle
(96), Connor Ballingal (116), CJ Composto (91), Jeremy Silber (109), Jackson
Jordan (80), Trey Rabinowitz (65), Quinn Gimblette (85), Russell Kobrin (102),
Myles Burroughs (60), Jake Bencievenga (75), James Greco (137), Ari Wolf (147),
Ethan Composto (70). Not Pictured: Connor Bassolino (50), Andrew Singer (60),
Jacob Freidberg (70), Russell Kahney (96), Luke Scanlan (123), Tony Ondi (137),
Anthony Ciotta (147), Coaches: Al Rabinowitz, Colin Mackay, Ethan Powell,
Alan Silber.

Westfield PAL Wrestling’s North-
ern New Jersey League (NNJL) team
finished the 2015-16 dual meet sea-
son undefeated at 13-0. The NNJL
Team is the most seasoned and senior
team in the PAL organization and
competes in the Northern New Jersey
League Gold Division, which is con-
sidered to be one of the most com-
petitive leagues in all of New Jersey.

The team’s success was led by a
core group of five wrestlers that has
wrestled together for eight seasons.
Trey Rabinowitz, Jake Bencievenga,
CJ Composto, Luke Hoerle and
Jeremey Silber were a combined 57-
6 during the dual meet season.

“While Jake, a 7th Grader, will be
back next season, there could not
have been a better way for these four
eighth graders to end their grammar
school careers,” noted Coach Al
Rabinowitz.

The team also benefited from strong
performances from eighth graders,
Luke Scanlan (12-1), Quinn Gimblette
(9-4) and James Greco (10-3).

“But the team had contributions
from everyone,” added PAL Presi-
dent Darren Composto. “Tony Ondi,
Russ Kahney and Anthony Ciotta
were often asked to wrestle up a
weight class and performed admira-
bly. And our underclassmen filled in
our lineup and contributed heavily to
our team success,” added Composto,
referring to Myles Burrough, Ethan
Composto, Johnny Ricerca and
Connor Bassolino, all still in elemen-
tary school, who had key contribu-
tions throughout the season. The con-
tributions by Composto and
Burroughs were especially important

as they stepped in for injured starters
Jacob Freidberg and Andrew Singer.

“There were a lot of great high-
lights from the Dual meet season,”
added Composto. “But the one that
stands out for me is the Waldwick
match, as it highlights the contribu-
tions of our younger wrestlers.”

In this match, sixth-grader Connor
Ballingall won a key match at 116
pounds to keep Westfield within strik-
ing distance, and then 7th grader
Michael Price clinched the victory
with a pin at 130lbs.

Westfield added to its success by
taking home the team title at the NNJL
End-Of-Year Tournament. The team
came home with three league cham-
pions: Bencievenga (75lbs), CJ
Composto (91) and Hoerle (96); one
2nd place finish: Rabinowitz (65);
and four 3rd place finishes: Myles
Burroughs (60), Gimblette (85),
Silber (109) and Scanlan (123). Ethan
Composto (70) and Greco (137) each
took 4th, Russ Kobrin (102) 6th, Jack-
son Jordan (80), Ballingall (116) and
Ari Wolf (147) took 7th.

“Jordan and Kobrin had especially
strong tournaments,” added
Composto, “as each out-performed
their seedings to add to the team score
and our team victory.”

Considering the number of 7th and
8th graders on this team, the team
success bodes very well for Westfield
High School in the coming years.
“We are very proud of the accom-
plishments of these boys, and we
look forward to sitting back and
watching them have continued suc-
cess as they enter high school,” added
Rabinowitz.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF DECISION

On February 8, 2016, the Zoning Board
of Adjustment of the Town of Westfield
adopted a Resolution granting site plan
and variance approvals to the Applicant,
352 East South Avenue, LLC, for the prop-
erties located at 352 & 354 South Avenue
East, Block 4003, Lots 7 & 8 on the Tax
Map of the Town of Westfield. The ap-
proval will permit the construction of a
three-story, mixed-use building consisting
of first floor retail space and a two-bed-
room apartment on the second and third
floors. A shared parking area between
Lots 7 & 8 is also proposed. A copy of the
Resolution is on file and available for pub-
lic inspection in the office of the Town
Engineer, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey, during that Office’s
normal business hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C,
Attorneys for the Applicants

1 T - 2/18/16, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF DECISION

On February 8, 2016, the Zoning Board
of Adjustment of the Town of Westfield
adopted a Resolution granting variance
approval to the Applicants, Geoffrey &
Sydney Sherry, for the property located at
837 Ramapo Way, Block 605, Lot 5 on the
Tax Map of the Town of Westfield. The
variance approval will allow driveway, play-
ground and pool improvements for the
existing single-family home on the prop-
erty. A copy of the Resolution is on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Town Engineer, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey, during that
Office’s normal business hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C,
Attorneys for the Applicants

1 T - 2/18/16, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 16-02-33

CONTRACTOR: Timothy Hoffman,
Inc., 1 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jer-
sey 07090

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appraiser
DURATION: For a period ending no

later than December 31, 2016
FEE: Not to exceed $1,000.00
A copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/18/16, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that an Ordinance amending BOH Ordinance #3-2015
entitled “An Ordinance Relating to Personnel Positions and Salary Ranges of Officers and
Employees of the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State of New
Jersey” of which the following is a copy was introduced, read and passed on first reading
by the Westfield Board of Health at a regular meeting held on February 1, 2016 The Board
of Health will further consider the same for final passage on March 7, 2016 at 5:30 P.M.
The meeting will be held in the Council Conference Room of the Westfield Municipal
Building located at 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at which time and place
members of the public will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.

Megan Avallone
Board Secretary

BOARD OF HEALTH ORDINANCE #1-2016

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PERSONNEL
POSITIONS AND SALARY RANGES OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY
OF UNION, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY”.

Be it ordained by the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, that Board of Health Ordinance #3-2015 is hereby amended as follows:

Section 1
The following personnel positions and salary ranges are hereby established for Officers

and employees of the Board of Health and shall be effective retroactively from January
1, 2016.

Job Title Salary Range
Regional Health Officer $90,000 — $130,000
Public Health Nursing Supervisor $65,000 — $86,500
Principal REHS $65,000 — $86,500

Section 2
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after Final Passage and publication

according to law.
1 T - 2/18/16, The Leader Fee: $62.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-028705-15
FILE NO. 20575-15

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
GERALDINE BRYANT; JOHN
DOE, HUSBAND OF
GERALDINE BRYANT, SAID
NAME JOHN DOE BEING FIC-
TITIOUS; JOYFUL GEROME
MASON; MRS. JOYFUL
GEROME MASON, WIFE OF
JOYFUL GEROME MASON;
ROBERT ANTHONY MASON;
MRS. ROBERT ANTHONY
MASON, WIFE OF ROBERT
ANTHONY MASON; DAVID
LOUIS MASON; MRS. DAVID
LOUIS MASON, WIFE OF
DAVID LOUIS MASON; MARY
QUINN; SALLY MASON; AN-
GELICA ZEVALLOS;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, NJ, an Answer to the Sec-
ond Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which FWDSL is the plaintiff and
GERALDINE BRYANT, ET ALS; are de-
fendants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-028705-
15 within thirty-five (35) days after Febru-
ary 18, 2016 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Second Amended Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 11-438, sold
on 6/8/2011, dated 6/9/2011, and was
recorded on 2/19/2014 in Book 13730 at
Page 909, made by MARIA GLAVAN,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to CITY OF
PLAINFIELD and subsequently assigned
to plaintiff, FWDSL on 9/9/2014 and was
recorded on 9/15/2014 in Assignment Book
1419 at Page 507.  This covers real estate
located in PLAINFIELD, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 26
BLOCK 549 as shown on the Tax Assess-
ment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
PLAINFIELD. and concerns premises com-
monly known as 942-44 WEST 5TH
STREET, PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, GERALDINE BRYANT; JOYFUL
GEROME MASON; ROBERT ANTHONY
MASON; and DAVID LOUIS MASON, are
made party defendants to the above fore-
closure action because you are the own-
ers of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.

YOU, JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
GERALDINE BRYANT, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; MRS. JOYFUL
GEROME MASON, WIFE OF JOYFUL
GEROME MASON; MRS. ROBERT AN-
THONY MASON, WIFE OF ROBERT AN-
THONY MASON; and MRS. DAVID LOUIS
MASON, WIFE OF DAVID LOUIS MA-
SON, are made party defendants to the
above foreclosure action because plaintiff
has been unable to determine whether
defendants GERALDINE BRYANT; JOY-
FUL GEROME MASON; ROBERT AN-
THONY MASON; and DAVID LOUIS MA-
SON are married, and if married, the name
of GERALDINE BRYANT; JOYFUL
GEROME MASON; ROBERT ANTHONY
MASON; and DAVID LOUIS MASON’s
spouses.  If GERALDINE BRYANT; JOY-
FUL GEROME MASON; ROBERT AN-
THONY MASON; and DAVID LOUIS MA-
SON are married, the plaintiff joins JOHN
DOE, HUSBAND OF GERALDINE
BRYANT, SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING
FICTITIOUS; MRS. JOYFUL GEROME
MASON, WIFE OF JOYFUL GEROME
MASON; MRS. ROBERT ANTHONY MA-
SON, WIFE OF ROBERT ANTHONY MA-
SON; and MRS. DAVID LOUIS MASON,
WIFE OF DAVID LOUIS MASON as de-
fendants for any possessory or marital
rights you may have.

YOU, MARY QUINN, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on January 19, 2000, a judgment
was entered in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Monmouth County, by Mary Quinn
against Robert Mason disclosing a debt in
the amount of $226.00.  Said judgment
was entered as Judgment No. J-011288-
2000.  Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, SALLY MASON, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on December 2, 2002, a judg-
ment was entered in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Sussex County, by Sally
Mason and McGovern and Roseman, P.A.
against Robert Mason disclosing a debt in
the amount of $2,512.00. Said judgment
was entered as Judgment No. J-283338-
2002. Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, ANGELICA ZEVALLOS, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on January 5, 2010, a child
support judgment was entered in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Union County,
by Angelica Zevallos against David L Ma-
son. Said judgment was entered as Judg-
ment No. J-001753-2010, CS90062249A.
Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  February 12, 2016

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 2/18/16, The Leader Fee: $127.50

PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS
Recognizing Signs of Trouble

In a Relationship

I N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O N

By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir.
Youth & Family Counseling Service

Let’s be honest. Most people do not
share the intimate details of their per-
sonal relationships with anyone. We’ve
all heard, “you never know what re-
ally goes on behind closed doors!”

Thanks to social media, everyone
can portray their “perfect” marriages
and families with beautiful pictures
of fun and happy times together. Un-
fortunately, no one has a perfect life
or a perfect relationship. As a thera-
pist, I wonder why some couples wait
so long before coming to counseling.
Sometimes a life-changing event
brings them into treatment. There
may have been an affair, a death or an
illness of a family member. These
events can trigger the unraveling of a
relationship that was never really
healthy from its foundation.

Life happens, no matter what. We
can only control what we can
control…meaning “have the courage
to change the things you can.” We
cannot control life’s challenges (and
there are many!) But, we can do some-
thing positive when we react to them.
Relationships with lies, secrets, cover-
ups and denial only continue to build
up resentment. Eventually something

gives, the dam breaks, and the flood-
gates open. Sometimes we see the
cracks and the pressure building up,
but our denial keeps us stuck and we
don’t do anything until it is a disaster.

Don’t wait for the disaster! Here
are some signs that could indicate
something may already be wrong in
your relationship:

Feeling distant or disconnected:
All couples have ups and downs, but
when you are more often preferring
to spend time apart and share activi-
ties with others, it may be a bigger
problem.

Repeated conflicts without resolu-
tion: Everyone has arguments. We
can misplace our anger and it can be
our partners who suffer most. Com-
municating after the conflict for reso-
lution is crucial.

Overall feeling of tension: Wor-
ried about what you say or how you
say it…keeping secrets to avoid con-
frontations, lying…all create tension
in a relationship.

Lack of intimate contact: This can
be linked to more serious medical or
mental health issues or it could be
simply a diminished affection be-
tween the two of you. This is not just
sex but also more casual cuddling
and touching.

This is only an abbreviated version
of some areas that you may notice
have changed in your relationship. If
so, seek professional help sooner
rather than later. It’s easier to fix your
relationship than you may think with
the appropriate intervention and sup-
port. Relationships last longer be-
cause two people made a choice to
keep it and work for it.

* * *

Carol M. Pedro is a licensed thera-
pist at Youth and Family Counseling
Service, 233 Prospect Street,
Westfield, N.J.; (908) 233-2042,
Website: yfcsnj.org.

CRANFORD POLICE DEPT

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
The Cranford Police Department
is seeking candidates for the
position of Communications
Officer.  The position offers a
competitive salary and full benefits.
Applications can be picked up at
the Cranford Police department, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, NJ
07016 or downloaded from:

www.cranford.com/police
Return completed application with
a $30.00 non-refundable certified
or cashier’s check made payable
to the Cranford Police Department.
No cash or personal checks will
be accepted. The deadline for all
completed applications is
February 29, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. All
prior candidates must submit a
new application.

BEACH/COUNTRY HOME FOR SALE

New construction in Manasquan
Park, 3 bedrooms, 3 custom baths,
2 zone HVAC, Andersen windows,
hardwood floors, custom kitchen,
open floor plan, full basement,
large screened porch, fireplace,
river access, bike to the beach.
$639,900.00 Call builder.

(908) 477-8131

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.comAre you tired? Let me help you!

Experience & Excellent Work
Residential, Apartments,

Commercial, Offices
Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed

References Available
(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

Expert Calculus/Precalc Tutor

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield - New Office Space
available immediately. Elm St.
location. $800.00/mo includes
utilities, phone, internet.

Call (908) 812-5485

BOOKKEEPER- FULL CHARGE

Union County distributor seeks Full
Charge Bookkeeper with the
following responsibilities:
Maintains QuickBooks general
ledger, prepare & deposit checks,
process sales invoices, process
accounts payable, manage and
record bi-weekly Paychex payroll,
prepare monthly bank
reconciliations, maintain employee
benefits, monitor bank line of credit
and wire transfers, process
SIMPLE plan withholdings.
Qualifications: minimum 5 years
as full charge bookkeeper with
QuickBooks, proficient with MS
excel and word, ability to plan and
organize, respect for
confidentiality, high attention to
detail. International experience
(wire transfers, customs, import/
export) a plus.

Please email resume to:
Job164234@gmail.com

FREE CATS

FREE CATS
TO GOOD HOME

ALL FIXED
(732)-742-2143

WESTFIELD
Sunday, February 7, a resident of

the 100 block of Gallowae reported
the theft of jewelry and U.S. cur-
rency. One or more unknown sus-
pects removed numerous pieces of
jewelry, with an approximate total
value of $9,300, along with $50 in
cash, from the victim’s residence.
The incident occurred between 10
a.m. on February 5 and 10 a.m. on
February 7.

Tuesday, February 9, Jakub
Pasierb, 32, of Wallington was ar-
rested on an outstanding Wallington
traffic warrant, with bail of $100,
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at
East South Avenue and Sussex Street.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released on
posted bail.

Friday, February 12, Salvatore
Fazio, 32, of Westfield was arrested
on charges of strong-arm robbery
and shoplifting from a business on
the 300 block of East South Avenue.
Further investigation revealed that
Fazio had an outstanding criminal
warrant from Newark, with bail of
$300, and a criminal warrant and
traffic warrant from Cranford, with
total bail of $1,000. He was pro-
cessed, with bail set at $100,000 (no
10-percent cash alternative), and
transported to the Union County jail.

Friday, February 12, Jennifer
Starrett, 34, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of a controlled danger-
ous substance (CDS), identified by
police as suspected marijuana, and
possession of drug paraphernalia. The
arrest was pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop at West South Avenue and
Boulevard. Starrett was processed and
released with summonses.

Saturday, February 13, Lamont
Jordan, 38, of North Plainfield was
arrested on a Westfield traffic war-
rant, with bail of $2,500, pursuant to
a prisoner pickup at the North
Plainfield Police Department. Au-
thorities said Jordan also had crimi-
nal warrants from Carteret, with bail
of $1,490; North Plainfield, with bail
of $500, and Piscataway, with bail of
$224, along with a Watchung traffic
warrant, with $500 bail. Jordan was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, where he was processed and

held in lieu of bail.
Sunday, February 14, Martin

Spector, 63, of Westfield responded
to police headquarters to satisfy an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant.
He was processed and released after
posting the requisite $145 bail.

Sunday, February 14, a resident of
the 1000 block of Prospect Street
reported being the victim of a bur-
glary. An unidentified suspect gained
access to the victim’s residence and
stole unknown items, according to
police.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, February 10, Hassan

Abulaban, 38, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on charges of hindering appre-
hension and possession of heroin fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Birch
Street in Plainfield. Abulaban was
stopped after being observed speed-
ing on Front Street, according to po-
lice. Authorities said Abulaban pro-
vided police with false information
that led to his arrest. Following
Abulaban’s arrest he was found to be
in possession of heroin and a hypo-
dermic needle, according to police.
Abulaban was transported to police
headquarters for processing and given
a bail amount of $11,000.

Friday, February 12, Jamel
Sheppard, 27, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Plainfield following a motor
vehicle stop on Plainfield Avenue.
Sheppard was transported to police
headquarters for processing.

Saturday, February 13, the owner
of a vacant property on the 1500
block of Cooper Road reported ille-
gal dumping. The owner reported
that a substantial amount of garbage
had been dumped into a dumpster
that was parked in the driveway.

Sunday, February 14, a Jerusalem
Road resident reported an incident of
criminal mischief. The resident stated
that between 1:45 a.m. and 2 a.m.
someone had smashed the rear win-
dow on a motor vehicle. The vehicle
was parked in the driveway at the
time and it is unclear how the win-
dow was smashed.

FANWOOD
Saturday, February 6, Sical

Alvarado-Hermelindo, 33, of
Plainfield was arrested on active war-
rants out of the Union County Sheriff’s
Office, Scotch Plains and Plainfield
after a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and Chetwood Terrace. He was
processed and turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Office.

Sunday, February 14, Ryan Ruppel,
25, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) following a motor vehicle ac-
cident in the area of the 400 block of
North Avenue. Upon the officers’ ar-
rival they located the vehicle, which
had struck a fence, and without the
driver inside. A search of the area by
the officers found the driver a block
away from the accident scene. The
officers questioned the driver and de-
termined that he was intoxicated.
Ruppel was released to a responsible
person pending his court hearing.

Sunday, February 14, Rory Carr,
39, of Hillsborough was arrested on
active warrants out of Watchung and
Green Brook following a motor ve-
hicle stop at Midway Avenue and
Tower Place. Carr was turned over to
the Green Brook Police.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing
March 3, 2016, at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of Michael Gromek, 1941 Inverness Drive,
Block 10804, Lot 1, R-2 Zone who pro-
poses to construct a five (5) foot aluminum
fence along the front yard of the property
contrary to the following section of the
Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3(o)-Fences: Maximum
Allowed: Four (4) feet in the front yard.
Proposed: Five (5) feet in the front yard.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Land Use Boards

1 T - 2/18/16, The Times Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on February 8, 2016 for the
following applications decided upon at its
meeting held on January 11, 2016.

Darrin & Angelina Ciaccio, 167 Madi-
son Street. Applicant sought approval to
construct a two-story addition contrary to
sections 11.08E6, 11.08E7, 11.08E8 and
12.04E1of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a side yard setback 6.17 feet where
a minimum of 10 feet is allowed; to allow a
rear yard setback of 34 feet where a mini-
mum of 35 feet is required; to allow a story
height of 3 feet where a maximum of 2.5
feet is allowed and to allow a floor area
ratio of 47.3% where a maximum of 37% is
allowed. Application denied.

Ana and Rui Azevedo, 101 Clifton
Street. Applicant sought approval to in-
stall a six foot fence contrary to Section
12.07C of the Land Use Ordinance to allow
a fence height in a street side yard of 4 feet
where a maximum of 6 feet is allowed.
Application approved with conditions.

Timothy and Nina Donohue, 834
Shackamaxon Drive. Applicant sought
approval to construct a garage contrary to
sections 13.01G1b and 12.04G of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a rear yard set-
back for accessory structures greater than
500 square feet of 3.5 feet where 10 feet is
required and to allow a maximum all im-
provement coverage of 52.3% (5,124
square feet) where a maximum of 50%
(4,900 square feet) is allowed. Application
approved with conditions.

Geoffrey & Sidney Sherry, 837
Ramapo Way. Applicant sought approval
to construct a pool and to retain a circular
driveway and a playground contrary to
Section 12.04G of the Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow a maximum all improve-
ment coverage of 23.5% where a maxi-
mum of 20% is allowed. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

352 East South Avenue, LLC, 352 &
354 South Avenue, East. Applicant
sought preliminary and final major site
plan approval with c and d variance relief
to demolish the existing three-story mixed-
use structure at 352 South Avenue, East.
(lot 7) and construct a new three-story
mixed use building with retail on the first
floor and two-bedroom apartments on the
2nd and 3rd floor. Applicant sought vari-
ance relief from the following sections of
the Land Use Ordinance for Lot 7 to allow:
a front yard setback of 1.9 feet where a
setback of 8 feet is required (11.28G4); a
side yard setback of 0.9 feet where a
setback of 12.61 feet is required (11.28G5);
a floor area ratio of 62.28% where a maxi-
mum of 50% is allowed (11.28G8); a resi-
dential density of 2 units / 5,187 square
feet of lot area where 1 unit / 3,350 square
feet of lot area is allowed (11.28G9); to
allow seven off-street parking spaces
where 11 are required (17.02B4) and to
allow 17 off-street parking spaces for lots
7 &  8 where 24 are required (17.02C).
Application approved with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 2/18/16, The Leader Fee: $69.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing
March 3, 2016, at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of John and Janice Loomis, 1825 North
Gate Road, Block 12401, Lot 38, R-2 Zone
who is requesting two (2) variances to
construct a detached two-car garage, ap-
proximately 22 feet x 28 feet and contrary
to the following zoning ordinances:

Section 23-3, 4d, Para. C, Col. 2 Side
Yard Setback: Minimum Required: 10
feet. Proposed: 5 feet.

Section 23-3, 4d, Para. C, Col. 2 Rear
Yard Setback: Minimum Required: 10
feet. Proposed: 5 feet.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.  The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 2/18/16, The Times Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing
March 3, 2016, at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the Waiver of
Site Plan application for the Church of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle, 2032 Westfield
Avenue, Block 2401, Lot 1, R-3A Zone
who is proposing to construct a 12 feet x 4
feet Bell Tower with two benches, two
flagpoles and a paver area, while remov-
ing existing cross and contrary to the fol-
lowing zoning ordinance:

Section 23-5.2c-3 Permitted Condi-
tional Uses:

Minimum Allowed: Located 100 feet from
street.

Proposed: Located 15.3 feet from street.
The Applicant is also requesting any and

all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 2/18/16, The Times Fee: $30.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing on March 3, 2016 at 7:30
pm., First Floor Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, to hear
the application of Messercola Brothers
Building Company for Norwegian Woods
corner of Martine Avenue, Block 10801,
Lot 3.03, R-1 Zone who propose to further
subdivide existing Lot 3.03 into two lots
requiring a (d)(5) Density Variance and
bulk variances from the following sections
of the Township Zoning Ordinance:

Proposed Lot 3.03.01:
Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, Col. 3-Lot

Area. Required: 40,000 square feet. Pro-
posed: 34,081 square feet.

Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, Col. 4-Lot
Width. Required: 160 feet. Proposed:
120.71 feet.

Proposed Lot 3.03.02:
Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, Col. 3-Lot

Area. Required: 40,000 square feet. Pro-
posed: 21,872 square feet.

Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, Col. 4-Lot
Width. Required: 160 feet. Proposed: 90
feet.

Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, Col.8 –Side
Yard Setback. Required: 30 feet. Pro-
posed: 10 feet.

Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, Col.9-Total
Both Side Yards. Required: 65 feet. Pro-
posed: 40 feet.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all additional variances deemed to be nec-
essary at the time of the hearing including
any exceptions, interpretations, waivers
and other relief necessary to allow
Applicant’s proposed use of the property
as proposed or amended.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the office of the Zoning
Board of adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours at
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Land Use Boards

1 T - 2/18/16, The Times Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on March 3, 2016 at 7:30 pm,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation for a Temporary Operating Permit
for Eduardo Claudio, 192 Mountainview
Avenue, Block 3801, Lot 5, R-3A Zone
who proposes to park one (1) automobile
with a limousine plate overnight in the
above noted driveway contrary to the fol-
lowing section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3(d), Regulations Appli-
cable to all Zones:

No front yard shall be used for open
storage of boats, trailers, vehicles or equip-
ment except for passenger automobile
parking on driveways…

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours at
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Land Use Boards

1 T - 2/18/16, The Times Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on March 3, 2016 at 7:30 pm,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation for a Temporary Operating Permit
for Krieguer O. Chavez, 446 Flanders Av-
enue, Block 1103, Lot 27, R-3A Zone who
proposes to operate and park one (1) five
passenger town car limousine (with limou-
sine plates, overnight in the above noted
driveway contrary to the following section
of the Zoning Ordinance:

23-2.3(d)-Regulations Applicable to
all Zones: No front yard shall be used for
open storage of boats, trailers, vehicles or
equipment except for passenger automo-
bile parking on driveways…

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Land Use Boards

1 T - 2/18/16, The Times Fee: $25.50
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POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Hail, Caesar!
I Come to Criticize, and Praise a Little, Too

3 popcorns

TOP SINGERS...Twelve students will represent Cranford High School in the
American Choral Directors’ Association (ACDA) All-Eastern Honor Choirs this
weekend in Boston.  Selected from hundreds of high school singers auditioning
from all over the Northeast, the students will perform on Saturday in the
culminating concert of the ACDA Eastern Division Conference in Jordan Hall at
the New England Conservatory of Music. These students have been prepared and
sponsored by their teacher Anthony Rafaniello, Director of Choirs at Cranford
High School. Pictured from left to right, are: Laura Salway, Lauren Costa, Pria
McNeil, Garrett Forrestal, Katherine Mackenzie, Max Kopla, Benjamin Gelber,
Todd Sweeney, Samantha Gordon, Robert Morris, James Lynch, and Dylan
Randazzo.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

While love has been a major theme
of motion pictures since the medium’s
inception, Hollywood hath no greater
love than that of itself. Thus it was
only a matter of time before the film-
makers Coen, les frères Ethan and
Joel, would sing a paean to the indus-
try where they’ve so consummately
plied their artistry. Set in the 1950s,
the last, so-called glory days of the
studio system, the deliciously parodic
Hail, Caesar!, starring Josh Brolin as
fixer Eddie Mannix, is both adoring
homage and acerbic satire.

Movie buffs will have a field day
identifying the characters both scan-
dalous and heroically upright, even if
the Coens themselves claim no direct
allusions, but rather, just a panoply of
familiar stereotypes. In any case, they
are by and large a petulant bunch that
needs reining-in, and Brolin’s take
charge tsar proves an engaging Zeus
to their Olympian-like frivolities.

 Scarlett Johansson is DeeAnna
Moran, the swimming star “pretty
sure” who the father of her expected
child is; George Clooney is the soon
to go missing matinee idol Baird
Whitlock, protagonist in the title
sword-and-sandal epic that’s causing
the studio fits; Alden Ehrenreich is
affable cowpoke Hobie Doyle, thrust
from horse operas to parlor drama;
and Tilda Swinton does double duty
as the warring twin gossip colum-
nists, Thora and Thessaly Thacker.
Recognizable extras are the icing on
the cake. If there were an Oscar for
casting, this would be in the running.

 The characterizations are enter-
taining in and of themselves, blithe
spirits tossed into the greater frame-
work of Tinseltown with the McCarthy
era barely in the rearview mirror. It
presents a bit of a sticky wicket. While
the Coens manage a modicum of ab-
stract wit in plumbing this nadir in our
political history, the flippant zaniness,
attempting a sort of critical judge-
ment without detracting from the over-
all mood and levity, lacks the saga-
cious insight we’ve come to expect
from the brothers.

 This is ameliorated in good part by
Mr. Brolin’s interestingly paradoxi-
cal company man, as comfortable
cleaning up a piece of dirty business
perpetrated by one of his irrespon-
sible charges as he is sitting at the
kitchen table discussing domestic
mundanities with his adoring wife. In
the confessional, the Catholic an-
guishes that he hasn’t told her about
the few cigarettes he’s snuck, but
feels no compulsion to inform the
priest how he’s literally slapped sense
into a wayward starlet.

 The juggling act Eddie performs
to keep all the balls in the air more or
less commands the storyline. But this
is mostly a movie of moments, won-
derful stage sets, charming interac-
tions and screwy ideas about celeb-
rity, all sprinkled with a bit of stardust.
While there is ultimately problem
and resolution when Clooney’s
bigtime star finds himself smack in
the den of communist screenwriters,
it’s not so much a secondary plot as it
is a branch upon which to hang some
shtick.

 Hence, subplots—-from the catty
gossip scribes’ rivalry to Eddie’s quan-
dary about a job being tendered him
while he’s entirely embroiled in his
current challenge—-take the place of
one main impetus. But, this being the
Coens, otherwise adept at mining the
comical truth from the most grave
issues, one wonders if some hidden
metaphor attends the rather frothy
view of the commie screenwriters, a
gaggle of humorously foppish dilet-
tantes going on about dialectical ma-
terialism and such.

More solidly evoked, but nonethe-
less rife with symbolism, the alliance

of Mannix and cowboy singing star
Hobie, determined to find out what’s
happened to the suddenly disappeared
Baird Whitlock, dusts off a good old
Hollywood/fantasy scenario just
chockfull of moral compass. The cyni-
cal inference is that real truth, justice
and the American way are possible
only in the idealistic make believe of
the movies, the celluloid scripture
prescribing our behavior and ethics.

 Representing this fairy tale busi-
ness that projects the very best and
worst in us, holding up the grand
potential whilst cautioning us against
that which might mean our fall from
grace, Mr. Brolin is a swell hero,
anomalously both commonplace and
great…just like us. Fresh-faced Alden
Ehrenreich as his chance sidekick,
the last essence of goodness, is iconi-
cally heartwarming. And George
Clooney as the cliché who confuses
his celebrity with intelligence is, well,
O.K.

 All this said, I’m reminded of what
a fellow journalist once opined: “You
know what’s wrong with you film
critics? You see so many movies that
whenever something a bit novel comes
along, you think it’s great.” That con-
sidered, this buffet style, loose-leaf
sampling of things Hollywood
wrapped in wink-issuing nuttiness,
could prove slow if not tedious to
some viewers, especially if they’re
not emotionally invested in the Coen
Brothers’ zeitgeist. All of which might
explain why some will and some won’t
Hail, Caesar

***
Hail, Caesar! rated PG-13, is a

Universal Pictures release directed
by Ethan Coen and Joel Coen and
stars James Brolin, George Clooney
and Alden Ehrenreich. Running time:
106 minutes.

Westfield Foundation Grant
Brings Music to Seniors

WESTFIELD – Music for All Sea-
sons (MFAS) of Scotch Plains has
received a grant award from The
Westfield Foundation to present four
interactive programs (at each facility)
to the residents of the Westfield Senior
Citizen Housing Center and Sunrise
Senior Living facility in Westfield from
September to May, 2015-2016.

MFAS was created twenty four years
ago with the belief in the power of
music to heal, to bring solace and to
change people’s lives.  Since its incep-
tion, MFAS has been in the forefront
of the arts in the healing and wellness
movement and is nationally recog-
nized as leaders in this field by the
National Endowment for the Arts, and
was cited in their “Best Practices”

publication.
Providing live, interactive musical

programs to those members of society
who have no regular access to the arts
in hospitals, shelters, prisons and jails,
juvenile detention centers, halfway
houses for foster children, and geriatric
centers is at the heart of our mission.

MFAS is currently completing the
fourth very successful year of their
latest initiative, “Voices of Valor”,
which addresses issues of trauma and
stress in veterans, both recently re-
turned from Iraq and Afghanistan and
from many other conflicts, through
the creative application of songwriting.

For additional information visit
www.musicforallseasons.org or call
(908) 322-6300.

STELLAR SINGERS...Eleven Westfield High School choral students were se-
lected to participate in the Central Jersey Music Education Association’s 2016
Chorus Concert at Monroe High School in Monroe, NJ on January 31.  Having
auditioned in December among hundreds of students, the Westfield singers
include:  (from left, back row): Laura Surace, Kylinn Kraemer, Olivia McElheny,
Max Wasilewski, and Noah Bram; (front row): Alison Brown, Charlotte Foun-
tain-Jardim, Lauren Singer, Abby Rothenberg, Joey Maldonado, and Lauren
Brumfield. John Brzozowski is their Vocal Music Teacher at Westfield High
School.

Majestic Winds to Perform
At Zion Lutheran Church

CLARK – Majestic Winds, the
professional wind band of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA), will present a winter con-
cert at the Zion Lutheran Church,
559 Raritan Road, Clark, on Thurs-
day, February 25, at 7:30 p.m. The
ensemble will be directed by Howard
Toplansky, an NJWA staff instru-
mental instructor.  “Our musical of-
ferings are geared to please a variety
of musical tastes and range from
Renaissance to Ragtime favorites,”
stated Toplansky.

“Raymond” Overture by
Ambroise Thomas, Selections from
“South Pacific”  by Richard Rodgers
and “Deep Purple” by Peter DeRose

will be the main selections on the
first half of the concert.  Ballet mu-
sic from “William Tell” by Rossini
will also be featured on this pro-
gram.  Several fine marches will
also be performed which include
“On the Square” by Panella and
“Cincinnatus” by H. A. Vandercook.

Additional numbers included in
this concert are: “Wiener Bonbons”
Waltz by Johann Strauss, Jr., “John
Grey” Foxtrot by Matvey Blanter,
“On the Wings of Lightning” Galop
by John Philip Sousa and “Sym-
phonic Prelude” by John Cacavas.

This event is open to the public.
Admission is free and contributions
will be gratefully accepted. For ad-
ditional information about NJWA or
Majestic Winds, call (908) 789-9696
or email njwaband@att.net.

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

NJAR Circle of Excellence—1984-2015 

  600 North Avenue 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated Starts in march Starts in March

www.arthousefilmfestival.com

the best & smartest new films before public release
enjoy surprise visits by filmmakers & actors
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chuck rose presents filmmaker symposium’s
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American Idiot

reography was a fantastically creative
mix of punk-rock head banging and
moshing with traditional interpretive
and ballet moves. (Similarly, the
amount of costume changes that took
place was astonishing.)

On the surface American Idiot
seems like a critical, anti-American
analysis of society and authority.
However, it is not so simplistic. Rather
than a critique of the world at large, it
is an introspective piece that takes a
look inwards, at ourselves, and what
causes the angst that leads us to rebel
in the first place. It is a depiction of
the many ways we can go astray, and
how these misadventures often lead
us right back to where we started,
except when we return, we have ma-
tured in unexpected ways. More than
anything, American Idiot is about
learning oneself. And it is a very
honest representation of the trial and
errors we all have gone through and
continue to go through.

Performances will be held: Fridays,
February 19 and 26 at 8 p.m.; Satur-
days, February 20 and 27 at 8 p.m.;
and Sunday, February 21 at 2 p.m.

Crescent Concerts Presents
Showcase for Young Artists

PLAINFIELD –  Crescent Con-
certs opens 2016 with its annual show-
case of exceptionally talented young
musicians from New Jersey on Sun-
day, February 21 at 3 p.m. The five
young artists selected this year will
perform great works of classical mu-
sic in the splendor of the neo-Gothic
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church
in Plainfield.

Christine Chang is a seventh grader
at Hammarskjold Middle School in
East Brunswick, who has been study-
ing piano since the age of four.  She
has received numerous awards, in-
cluding second prize in the Steinway
Society Piano Competition and The
Grand Prize from the National League
of Performing Arts.  She has per-
formed more than once at Carnegie
Hall.  She will be performing pieces
by Mendelssohn and Clementi.

Jasmine Cheng, age 14, is a ninth
grader at East Brunswick Middle
School who has studied piano since
she was four.  She has been awarded
first prize at the NJMTA Young Mu-
sician Piano Competition, and has
won the MTNA Junior Performance
Competition.  She has performed at
Carnegie Hall and Alice Tully Hall in
Lincoln Center.  She will be present-
ing works by Beethoven and Chopin.

Kimmy Norrell, 13, is a seventh
grader who has been studying voice
since she was eight.  She sings with the
Manhattan Girls' Chorus and Broad-
way Youth Ensemble, and she has
performed several roles with Chelsea
Opera.  She will be presenting five
songs by five different composers,
including Mozart, Scarlatti, and Leoni.

Brendan Tang, 14, has been study-
ing piano since he was five.  He has
won the Solo and Concerto Competi-
tion at the Festival Musica in Laguna
in Venice multiple times, and has re-
ceived numerous other awards in Italy,
New York City, and New Jersey.  He
has performed in Carnegie Hall,
Steinway Hall, Auditorium San
Nicolo, and Auditorium San
Domenico.  He will be presenting
pieces by Rachmaninoff, Muczynski,
and Liszt.

Eric Wang, 14, is a ninth grader at
Milburn High School, who plays the
piano as well as French horn and

cello.  He was awarded Musician of
the Year upon his graduation from
Millburn Middle School, and has re-
ceived numerous awards, including
first place and second place piano
solos in his age group the last two
years at the MEA-NJ Annual Young
Pianist Piano Competition.  He will
be performing pieces by Beethoven,
Brahms, and Ginastera.

The Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church is located at 716 Watchung
Avenue, Plainfield. Tickets are $20
for general admission, $15 for Seniors
and $5 for students.

Tickets may be purchased at the
door the day of the concert, or are
available during normal business hours
at the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church office. Call (908) 756-2468 or
visit http://crescentconcerts.org/ for
more information about this and up-
coming concerts.

 Scholastic Art and Writing
Awards Announced

MONTCLAIR – The Montclair Art
Museum (MAM) announced that stu-
dents from across Central and North-
ern New Jersey have received presti-
gious awards for their artwork
through the Scholastic Art and Writ-
ing Awards, the 93-year-old national
program that recognizes outstanding
creative teenagers and offers scholar-
ship opportunities for graduating high
school seniors. The program is ad-
ministered by the Alliance for Young
Artists & Writers, for which the
Montclair Art Museum is the sole
affiliate sponsor in New Jersey, the
eighth year MAM has served in this
capacity. The competition at MAM
focuses on visual art. Its area of ser-
vice includes the counties of Bergen,
Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon, Mercer,
Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris,
Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, Union,
and Warren.

The Montclair Art Museum is one
of 115 affiliate organizations nation-

wide that, in partnership with the
Alliance, conduct the Scholastic Art
and Writing Awards. At MAM, more
than 20 jurors—artists, curators, and
educators—participated in a series
of panels, reviewing over 4,000 sub-
missions from 1,248 creative teens in
grades seven to 12.  Each MAM Gold
Key Award recipient will display one
work in an exhibition from February
18 to March 20, 2016.

Local students who won awards
are: Matt Bernstein of Westfield,
Gold Key for photography;
Catherine Korth of Westfield, Gold
Key for photography; Cindy Qiang
of Westfield, Gold Key and Silver
Key for painting; Chanel Shum of
Westfield, Silver Key for painting;
Julie Kim of Scotch Plains, Silver
Key for mixed media; Ash
DiCristofalo of Cranford, Silver Key
for comic art; and Catherine Korth
of Westfield, Honorable Mention for
photography.

Decker Named To
Miami Univ. Dean's List
OXFORD, OH – Kailey Decker of

Westfield was named to the Miami
University dean's list.

Miami University students who
achieved a 3.5 or better grade point
average for first semester 2015-2016
have been named to the dean's list
recognizing academic performance.

Ms. Decker is earning a Bachelor
of Art majoring in Strategic Commu-
nication.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Scotch Plains Student
Named to Muhlenberg

College Dean’s List
ALLENTOWN, Penn. –

Muhlenberg College has announced
its Dean’s List for the Fall 2015 se-
mester.  Students must earn a mini-
mum of a 3.5 grade point average
(4.0-scale) to attain Dean’s List sta-
tus.

Andrew Bell, a member of the class
of 2017, is a finance major and eco-
nomics minor and Spanish minor from
Scotch Plains. He is the child of Mr.
and Mrs. Bell and is a graduate of St.
Joseph's High School.

Founded in 1848, Muhlenberg
College is a highly selective liberal
arts college in Allentown, PA. It is
affiliated with the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of America.
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ANYTHING BUT IDIOTIC...Bill Geltzeiler is pictured as “Johnny” in CDC Theatre’s current production of Green Day’s
American Idiot. The show continues the next two weekeneds. For tickets visit www.cdctheatre.org or call (908) 276-7611.

CDC’s  American Idiot Showcases
Trial and Error of American Youth

By DEVON YANVARY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – It is so typical for
the youth of America to criticize their
elders. It doesn’t necessarily matter
which youth we’re talking about.
Every generation has encountered that
problematic “age gap” that causes the
old and the young to take extreme
opposite stances on every issue under
the sun. Is this outspoken activism
what’s wrong with the youth of today
or what’s right with it? And what
better way to explore this phenom-
enon than with a musical?

The Cranford Dramatic Club’s per-
formance of Green Day’s American
Idiot is the story of three all-Ameri-
can kids—Johnny, Tunny and Will—
trapped in the social prison that is
suburbia. The musical follows the
boys as they try to escape ordinary
life, parental oppression and civic
expectations, all to the beat of various
Green Day songs. It is an
unapologetically profane, obscene,
critical and self-aware piece that was
both hysterical and heartbreaking.

Bill Geltzeiler played the lead of
Johnny, who travels to the city to find
freedom, and instead finds drug ad-
diction and isolation. Mr. Geltzeiler’s
portrayal of the sarcastic, egotistic,

self-righteous Johnny was a joy. His
“diary entries,” used to symbolize the
passage of time, were the main source
of humor, and were hilariously hypo-
critical.

Chris Traina played Tunny, who
also goes to New York out of rebel-
lion; ironically, Tunny finds rebelling
quite difficult and instead enlists in
the Army, becoming the very type of
person he initially hated—the ideal
patriot. Mr. Traina was just as con-
flicted, dedicated and broken as a war
“veteran” should be.

Ben Simons and Lindsay
Braverman played Will and Heather,
the young couple with the unexpected
pregnancy. Will, who was supposed
to go to New York, decides to stay in
the suburbs and raise the child with
Heather. However, the boredom and
helplessness led Will into an alco-
holic and depressive state, forcing
Lindsay to pick up the slack. Though
Mr. Simons and Ms. Braverman didn’t
have as many lines as their co-stars,
their performance was just as enjoy-
able, as they were able to convey so
much emotion with almost no words
at all.

Ali Gleason played the role of
Whatshername (named so after a
break-up song of the same title), the
girl Johnny dates during his time in

New York. Though supportive, excit-
ing and in love with Johnny,
Whatshername leaves him after a
heroin-induced incident with a knife.
Ms. Gleason conveyed the erratic,
oblivious nature that is young love
with ease. Similarly, she portrayed
the red-hot anger that follows a bad
break-up with the same conviction in
her song “Letterbomb.”

Christopher Jay played the role of
St. Jimmy, who is alluded to be a drug
dealer and friend of Johnny’s; how-
ever, it is revealed that St. Jimmy is
simultaneously the manifestation of
Johnny’s drug addiction and his “al-
ter ego.” Mr. Jay brought a wild,
unpredictable atmosphere to the stage,
and it caused a good deal of tension in
the audience, as we all knew there
was nothing saintly about St. Jimmy.

The best part of this play was that
every single actor and actress sang
with an unprecedented vocal range
and performed each power-ballad
with expertise. The worst part of this
performance was not being able to
properly credit everyone who worked
so hard to bring it to fruition.

Special recognition goes to the fif-
teen-person ensemble and the band—
without you, the story would have
fallen disappointingly flat. The cho-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

 Volunteers Needed for County Arts Festival
CRANFORD – The Union County

Teen Arts Festival provides an oppor-
tunity for volunteers to get involved
who enjoy working with artists, teach-
ers and students.

The Union County Teen Arts Festi-
val is a two-day celebration of the
arts. It is held annually at Union
County College in Cranford and is
sponsored by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders through the
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs in the Department of Parks and

Recreation.
This year’s Teen Arts Festival is

scheduled for Wednesday and Thurs-
day, March 23 and March 24. The
event is open to all students from
public, charter, private and parochial
middle and high schools in Union
County.

“Volunteers are needed to assist
artists with workshops, manage per-
formance sites and staff information
stations,” said Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, who serves as the Free-

holder Liaison on the Cultural and
Heritage Advisory Board. “We ap-
preciate the invaluable assistance of
our county residents with this excit-
ing program.”

Those interested in these activi-
ties should contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07202. Tele-
phone: (908) 558-2550; NJ Relay
Users call 711, or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bonus points were some things
that the hosting top-seeded,
10th-ranked South Plainfield High
School Tigers refused to yield,
while picking up 11 bonus points
of their own in a 35-18 victory
over the Cranford Cougars on
February 10. The Tigers won eight
bouts, three by pin and one by
technical fall to account for the
bonus points.

Neither team yielded any bo-
nus points until the sixth bout of
the evening at 170-lbs. Tiger CJ
Mazczak recorded an escape, two

takedowns and an Olympic arm
bar nearfall before clamping Josh
DeChillo with headlock in 5:36.
The next set of bonus points
came at 195-lbs when Chris
Gonzales used a front stretcher
to settle Dylan Budnik in 1:28.

Three bouts later at 106-lbs,
fourth-ranked Tiger Joe Heilmann
amassed 12 takedowns of vari-
ous varieties and added a rever-
sal to claim a 26-11 technical fall
in 5:01 over Conor Halpin. The
Tigers’ final bonus points hap-
pened to come in the final bout of
the evening at 126-lbs when
Jacob Painton used a straight

arm corkscrew to pin AJ
Bencivegna in 1:31.

“They didn’t give up any bonus
points and we gave up too many,”
Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman
said. “But I think that our kids
wrestled well and tried their best.”

The match began in the 132-
lbs class and Cougar Chris
Scorese worked a pair of single-
leg takedowns and added an es-
cape to defeat Joe Sacco, 5-0.
Scorese made several attempts
to turn him but Sacco heeded his
coaches well and stubbornly kept
his base. After Tiger Kyle Bythell
tallied a trio of takedowns, an
escape and a reversal to defeat
Mike Nigro, 9-4, at 138-lbs, Cou-
gar Vince Concina gave his team
a 6-3 lead with a 3-0 decision

over Jeff Plungis at 145-lbs.
At 152-lbs, Tiger Dan Hedden

recorded a takedown, hit a head
hook escape and added another
takedown to top Brian McGovern,
5-0. Then in the 160-lb bout, Tiger
Nick DiFrancesco discovered that
he had a real snaky customer in
Dave Busch. DiFrancesco initiated
several takedown attempts only
to experience Busch wiggling out
of them and nearly getting the
takedown himself. But in the end,
DiFrancesco pulled out a 7-2 vic-
tory.

After the 170-lb bout, Cougar
Andrew Tompkins earned a 3-2
decision over Ryan Marston at
182-lbs. At 220-lbs, Cougar Alex
Esposito gave seventh-ranked
Zach Delvecchio a scare when he
escaped and added a takedown
in the third period, only to fall
short, 5-4.

Cougar Kevin Doran set up a
pair of single-leg trip takedown
en route to a 6-0 victory over
Julio Gonzales at 285-lbs.

“It’s a snap single. I have only
wrestled just over a year now, so
it’s a simple one to learn, like
quickness and a little strength,
so I feel comfortable doing it. It
doesn’t take too much talent or
math time to do it, so that’s what
I stick to,” Doran explained.

Doran did find it difficult to turn
the stingy Gonzales to his back.

“The team needed a pin. I
couldn’t deliver that but I will
take a win. Should have gotten
the pin,” he said.

Cougar Anthony Capece had a
score to settle with Jake Giordano
at 113-lbs and did with a 7-5
victory.

“I knew from the beginning,

CAPECE KEY WIN AT 113-LBS; DiGIOVANNI, DORAN, TOMPKINS, CONCINA, SCORESE WIN

No. 10 South Plainfield Halts Cougars in Mat Semis, 35-18

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader
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because I wrestled this kid last
year and he beat me, was to
control the movement, control
the action on my feet. Just try to
open him up, take shots,” Capece
said. “In the second and third
periods, I started slowing down.
If I wrestle him again, I have to
keep the pace going instead the
entire six minutes.”

In the second period, however,

Capece did pull off a smooth
duck under takedown to take a
6-2 lead.

“I opened up, I felt it and I just
went with it,” Capece explained.

Cougar Tom DiGiovanni used a
pair of single-leg lift, trip
takedowns to defeat Ryan
Duhamel, 6-0, at 120-lbs.

“Whenever I am looking for a
takedown, I am always trying to

control the motion, open up that
lead leg whenever I can, just to
make it easier on myself if I can.
As soon as I hit that shot, try to
make sure to use a lot of strength,
try to use the right angle and
power up,” DiGiovanni said.
“Then from there, it’s really just
a dogfight working the guy back-
and-forth trying to find where
you want his legs so you can put
him on the mat.”

Once on the mat, DiGiovanni
attempted a variety of maneu-
vers to turn him to his back but
Duhamel successfully resisted.

“I like hitting a lot of bars and a
lot of different cross-body rides
with the legs. Trying to hit that,
trying to jump the leg over to
expose his back and do a handful
of different things but he was
balling up pretty nice on bottom,
so it was pretty difficult,”

DiGiovanni said.
With the District 11 Tourna-

ment on the horizon, Capece, a
district champ at 106-lbs last
year, said “I feel great right now.
I want a district title and a team
title too.”

DiGiovanni said, “I’m feeling
really good physically. My weight
is where I want it to be. I have
been training 11 years for this. I
feel good mentally and I have a
lot of people supporting me.”

“I feel really confident. I think I
am wrestling my best in Febru-
ary. I am gunning for individual
district title and for team title,”
Doran added.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
132: — Scorese (C) d Sacco 5-0
138: — Bythell (S) d Nigro 9-4
145: — Concina (C) d Plungis 3-0
152: — Hedden (S) d McGovern 5-0
160: — DiFrancesco (S) d Busch 7-2
170: — Maszczak (S) p DeChillo 5:36
182: — Tompkins (C) d Marston 3-2
195: — Gonzales (S) p Budnik 1:28
220: — DelVecchio (S) d Esposito 5-4
Hwt: — Doran (C) d Gonzales 6-0
106: — Heilmann (S) tf Halpin, 26-11,
5:01
113: — Capece (C) d Giordano 7-5
120: — DiGiovanni (C) d Duhamel 5-0
126: — Painton (S) p Bencivegna 1:31



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, February 18, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Patrick School Basketball Boys Step up in 2nd Half to Defeat Blue Devils, 76-55
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Cranford Cougars’ 4th Quarter Run Passes Lady Blue Devils in Basketball, 57-49
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Who’s Leading Garwood Republicans
On the Borough Council?

Who’s leading who for the
Garwood GOP council members?
You might be surprised to learn
that it is not GOP chairman, Coun-
cilman Mathieu. He continues to
prove his political career is based
on sticking a wet finger in the air
to see which way the wind blows.

Clearly, the chairman is follow-
ing newcomer Joseph Sarno. Mr.
Mathieu silently took his council
stipend for the past five years,
despite beating the “taxpayers
are hurting” and “Garwood only
makes X per average household”
drums every chance he got. Now
he changes his stance and fol-
lows Mr. Sarno.

Additionally, Mr. Mathieu was
asked in January to return $7,500
for taking his stipend for the past
five years and to date, has not.
Mr. Mathieu’s flip-flopping can
again be seen on the issue of a
grandfathered councilman’s
health benefits.

Mr. Mathieu publicly defended
this councilman against a resi-
dent after the 2014 election say-
ing, “the voters spoke.” Now that
Mr. Sarno wants to go against
previously understood state law
and attorney’s advice, guess
who’s right behind him? You
guessed it, Chairman Mathieu.

Just as evident to see, the chair-
man is following newcomer Ileen
Cuccaro. Mr. Mathieu voted doz-
ens and dozens of times for more
than five years now on budget
transfers. There are budget laws
on the practice of budget trans-
fers, which can only happen at
the end of one year and the
beginning of a new one, to con-
trol them and the council has
oversight through the budget
process. At the last council meet-
ing, Ms. Cuccaro questioned the
one transfer on the agenda, de-

spite voting yes on multiple trans-
fers without question at the pre-
vious meeting.

After an explanation was given,
Cuccaro voted “no” and guess
who was right behind her? You
guessed it again, Chairman
Mathieu. Isn’t it mind boggling
that Mr. Mathieu has voted “yes”
time and time again in the past
five-plus years on council, but
now votes “no” simply because
Ms. Cuccaro did.

Even Mr. Sarno understood the
process and voted “yes.” Fortu-
nately, the transfer passed be-
cause the council cannot vote
against paying the borough’s bills
after the service or product has
been delivered. If they do, they
will very likely face suit, as ex-
plained by the borough attorney.

Mr. Mathieu’s flip flopping is
not surprising. He invokes his
anti-shared service stance every
chance he gets, but residents
should not forget where he really
stands.

After his first few months on
Council, he resigned from the
police committee because it would
not bend to his efforts to replace
the position of police chief with a
public safety director, a civilian
position. At the debate at The
Pointe, as reported by the Clark-
Garwood Patch on October 25,
2013, “He (Mathieu) proposed
that the borough needs to do a
better job of looking into shared
services before he will ever vote
for a tax increase, and suggested
investigating privatizing trash
(which he noted is already being
studied) and perhaps sharing dis-
patching with the county or an-
other town and the municipal court
with another town.”

When the police committee in-

Local Letters to the Editor

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood BOE Okays Addition of
Temporary ‘Education Specialist’

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The school board
Tuesday night approved the hir-
ing of an “education specialist”
to assist in the observation and
evaluation of teachers at Lincoln
School and perform other ad-
ministrative functions.

The hiring of Renee LaPrete was
questioned by Garwood resident
Bruce Paterson, who doubted the
need for the position which pays
$525 per day and is not to exceed
$5,000 in total.

Following an executive session,
it was explained that Ms. LaPrete
will help observe and evaluate
teachers and submit written re-
ports. Additionally, it was said
Garwood has only two adminis-
trators, Lincoln School Principal
Mary Emmons and Superinten-
dent of Schools Teresa Quigley.
Ms. LaPrete is approved on an
as-needed basis for nine or 10
days of work.

In other matters, Board Presi-
dent Christine Guerriero, who
serves as the liaison to the Clark
Board of Education where
Garwood students attend high
school, alerted her fellow Garwood
board members that Arthur L.
Johnson High School will switch
to a daily “block scheduling” sys-
tem. The new schedule will start
with two 80-minute instructional
periods, lunch, a 25-minute ac-
tivity period followed by two more
80-minute instructional periods.

The change is to ensure 70
minutes of class instruction and
better prepare students for post
high school education, Ms.
Guerriero said.

She also said Clark had received
$500 from the Exxon Corporation
toward science and math pro-
grams at Johnson High School.

During the committee reports,

Finance Chairwoman Susan
Groning said the budget process
has started, but that it was too
early to comment.

Board member Tracy Roland
said he Education Foundation of
Garwood (EFG) fundraiser “Show
Love for Garwood Schools” was
held February 4. She said nine
businesses participated and do-
nated 5 percent of all sales. She

also said the results are being
summarized and will be pre-
sented at the next EFG meeting.

Ms. Roland said grant applica-
tions by teachers to enhance the
curriculum where accepted. One
application was approved for
$200 to start a Middle School
Book Club. It is expected to be-
gin in September. The next grant
deadline is Tuesday, March 1,
she said.

Ms. Quigley also addressed ru-
mors  in the community that a
large number of students were
absent on Friday, the beginning
of President’s Day weekend. Ms.
Quigley declined to speculate on
the number of students who
called in sick, what the cause was
or whether it was a ploy to have
an even longer weekend.

The next meeting of the board
will be Tuesday, March 15 at
Lincoln School.

CONFERENCING WITH CONGRESSMAN... Rep. Lance (R-7th), left, hosted
Cranford Mayor Andy Kalnins and Deputy Mayor Mary O’Connor, Union
County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, Springfield Mayor Jerry Fernandez,
Rahway Mayor Samson Steinman and former Cranford mayor Dan Aschenbach
last Wednesday to talk about next steps in the group’s effort to complete the
Rahway River Basin Flood Risk Management Feasibility Study.

Reading is Good For You
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Thank You Westfield
Leader For Being There
I have been a reader of The
Westfield Leader for many years,
50 years to be exact. I have had
on occasion to have written three
letters to the paper all of which
have been published.
It is nice to see a paper that
prints things from the little guy
as well as the big guys. It is a
pleasure to have a paper that
cares about both. Being able to
let off steam and actually and
have someone listen is a rare
thing today but none the less
most enjoyable. To The Westfield
Leader, I thank you for taking
the time to do what you do.
You are a rarity in this day and
age. It is a joy to read about
things that are locally and na-
tionally of interest. Again I  thank
you for listening to the little guy.
Thank you very much. Keep it
up. You are a good thing.

Michael Love
Garwood

vestigated dispatch in 2014, he
railed the committee, who did
not support outsourcing our dis-
patch, for not doing a good
enough job.

Keep in mind, outsourcing dis-
patch would have resulted in the
laying off of four Garwood dis-
patchers. He acts like a big fan of
the DPW now, but privatizing gar-
bage would most likely deplete
the department to a barebones
staff. Then, what would the streets
look like in the snow?

With all this said, if it made
sense to re-elect Councilman
Mathieu in 2013 because he was
often a lone dissenter, he should
certainly not be re-elected again
this year as, after all his time on
council, he clearly plays follow
the leader and goes whichever
way the wind blows.

Paul Tarantino
Garwood

Local Letters

Raymond J. Nierstedt, 85, Family Man;
Was Veteran and Roselle Councilman

Raymond Jerome Nierstedt en-
tered into eternal life on Thurs-
day, February 11, 2016, at the
New Jersey Memorial Veterans
Home. He was 85 years old and
died of complications from
Alzheimer’s Disease. He was
married to the love of his life,
Joan (Flannery), for 63 years.

Raymond grew up in Jersey
City on Fulton Avenue before
moving to Roselle in 1957. He
attended Our Lady of Victories
Grammar School and St. Peter’s
Prep, where he played football
and was the first in his family to
graduate high school. He began
work at Colgate Palmolive Com-
pany as a box boy, moving up
through the ranks to General
Foreman, with service interrup-
tions as a Paratrooper with the
82nd Airborne Division during
the Korean War. He was honor-
ably discharged in 1954 after
making 35 jumps. He retired from
Colgate Palmolive in 1986 after
36 years of service, where he
had become a fixture and was
known and loved by everyone.

Raymond was a communicant
at St. Joseph the Carpenter Church
in Roselle, where he was a mem-
ber of the Guard of Honor and the
Knights of Columbus. He was a
fourth degree Knight, and served
as Grand Knight during 1986. He
served as a Roselle councilman
from 1992 to 1995. He was active
with the Korean War Veterans,
American Legion Post 60, the Saint
Joseph’s Boys League, the Boy
Scouts, and the Roselle Catholic
Athletic Commission. He and Joan
lived in Bayville for 10 years, and
then Cranford, prior to the Veter-
ans Home.

Raymond was the loving hus-
band to his wife, Joan, and de-
voted father to his four children,
Raymond, William, Barbara and

Janice. He has six grandchildren,
Eric, Jenna, Shannon, Colin, Fiona
and Summer. He introduced the
family to camping and garden-
ing, and the family traveled from
Maine to Virginia with their
Coleman pop-up camper. He de-
lighted in nature and bird watch-
ing, and hiked portions of the
Appalachian Trail. He was very
proud that all of his children
graduated college.

His wonderful, dry sense of hu-
mor will be greatly missed. Never
at a loss for a comment, his say-
ings will keep him in our memory
forever. He and Joan traveled
extensively and spent many won-
derful hours at their Cape May
condominium. He traveled to
Germany on a family history
quest, and discovered the town
from where the family emigrated.

Raymond was predeceased by
his parents, Charles and Elizabeth
Nierstedt; his brother, Charles,
and his grandson, Colin. He is
survived by his wife of 63 years;
his brother, Robert, of Florida, and
sister, Margaret Ann, of Colorado.
He also is survived by his children,
Raymond, William and Maria
(Casella), Barbara and Brian
Maher, Janice and Robert Keegan,
and his grandchildren, Eric and
Jenna Nierstedt, Shannon Maher,
and Fiona and Summer Keegan.

A Mass was held on Tuesday,
February 16, at St. Joseph the
Carpenter Church, Third Avenue,
Roselle. Interment was at
Graceland Memorial Park in
Kenilworth.

Arrangements were by Walter
J. Johnson Funeral Home, 803
Raritan Road, Clark, N.J. 07066.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the Alzheimer’s
Association, Friends of Colin.com,
or JDRF.
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$500,000 for Scholarships

CRANFORD – She graduated
nearly 70 years ago, and never
forgot Union County College.

On December 8, Helen Chaney
called the Union County College
Foundation to pledge $500,000
to support student scholarships.
She says, “Union was a spring-
board for me in higher educa-
tion. The College gave me my
start, so I see this gift as my way
of helping students financially
so that they can afford not only
to attend college but also suc-
ceed in getting a college de-
gree.”

A 1948 graduate, Mrs. Chaney
is providing support for a num-
ber of different scholarships and
student-success programs.
These include three endowed
scholarships that will generate
$5,000 per year, forever. The
donation will also address the
College’s “Close the Gap” pro-
gram to help improve the gradu-
ation rates of African-American
students. Another scholarship
will support students studying
STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Mathematics) dis-
ciplines.

Along with support of the
College’s general-scholarship
fund, Mrs. Chaney’s gift will set
aside $25,000 for the College’s
“Operation Graduation.”
Launched in 2013, this program

has nearly tripled the gradua-
tion rates of Union’s students,
and the overall total of gradu-
ates setting an all-time record
of 1,505 in 2015.

Appropriate to the student-suc-
cess focus of the gift, the College
will name its new student center
in Helen Chaney’s honor. This
Center comprises the first floor
of the Cranford Campus’s Stu-
dent Services Building, a new
facility that is scheduled to open
in the summer.

The Helen E. Chaney Student
Center will serve as the focal
point for all student services,
including admissions and regis-
tration, advising, student ac-
counts, financial aid, and aca-
demic records. Union County Col-
lege President Margaret
McMenamin says, “The Center
will become the Cranford
Campus’s gateway and ‘one-stop’
service center for all new and
returning students. We will be
honored to have Helen Chaney’s
name on that gateway.”

After graduating from Union
with an associate in English, Mrs.
Chaney would leave the comfort
of Cranford by continuing her
education at Indiana University.
A primary reason for leaving
New Jersey was the lack of op-
portunity for women in higher
education. “This was right after
the end of WWII and in New
Jersey—other than Union Col-
lege—there really were not many
universities that were co-ed.”

At Indiana University, she
earned a bachelor’s degree and
also met her future husband.
After raising a family of three in
Ohio, she moved to North Caro-
lina, which she now calls her
permanent residence.
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Volunteers Needed for County Arts Festival
CRANFORD – The Union

County Teen Arts Festival pro-
vides an opportunity for volun-
teers to get involved who enjoy
working with artists, teachers
and students.

The Union County Teen Arts
Festival is a two-day celebra-
tion of the arts. It is held annu-
ally at Union County College in
Cranford and is sponsored by
the Union County Board of Cho-

sen Freeholders through the
Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs in the Department of
Parks and Recreation.

This year’s Teen Arts Festival
is scheduled for Wednesday and
Thursday, March 23 and March
24. The event is open to all
students from public, charter,
private and parochial middle and
high schools in Union County.

“Volunteers are needed to as-

sist artists with workshops,
manage performance sites and
staff information stations,” said
Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski,
who serves as the Freeholder
Liaison on the Cultural and Heri-
tage Advisory Board. “We ap-
preciate the invaluable assis-
tance of our county residents
with this exciting program.”

Those interested in these ac-
tivities should contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs at 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey
07202. Telephone: (908) 558-
2550; NJ Relay Users call 711,
or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

TOP SINGERS...Twelve students will represent Cranford High School in the
American Choral Directors’ Association (ACDA) All-Eastern Honor Choirs this
weekend in Boston.  Selected from hundreds of high school singers auditioning
from all over the Northeast, the students will perform on Saturday in the
culminating concert of the ACDA Eastern Division Conference in Jordan Hall
at the New England Conservatory of Music. These students have been prepared
and sponsored by their teacher Anthony Rafaniello, Director of Choirs at
Cranford High School. Pictured from left to right, are: Laura Salway, Lauren
Costa, Pria McNeil, Garrett Forrestal, Katherine Mackenzie, Max Kopla,
Benjamin Gelber, Todd Sweeney, Samantha Gordon, Robert Morris, James
Lynch, and Dylan Randazzo.

Cranford Resident Named
to Hofstra Univ. Dean's List
HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. – Moises

Philippsborn Rosenbach of
Cranford excelled during the Fall
2015 semester, achieving a GPA
of at least 3.5 to earn a spot on
the Dean's List at Hofstra Univer-
sity.

Hofstra University is a nation-
ally ranked private university just
25 miles from New York City and
all its cultural, recreational and
professional opportunities. Stu-
dents can chose from under-
graduate and graduate offerings
in liberal arts and sciences, busi-
ness, engineering and applied
science, communication, educa-

tion, health professions and hu-
man services, honors studies,
the Maurice A. Deane School of
Law, the Hofstra Northwell School
of Graduate Nursing and Physi-
cian Assistant Studies, and the
Hofstra Northwell School of Medi-
cine. Named to the 2014
President's Higher Education
Community Service Honor Roll,
and one of only two schools cho-
sen to host consecutive presi-
dential debates, Hofstra Univer-
sity is a dynamic community of
more than 11,000 students
known for civic engagement and
public service.

Northeastern University
Announces Dean’s List

BOSTON, Mass. – Northeast-
ern University is pleased to rec-
ognize those students who dis-
tinguish themselves academically
during the course of the school
year. The following local resi-
dents were recently named to
the University’s dean’s list for
the fall semester, which ended in
December 2015.

To achieve the dean’s list dis-
tinction, students must carry a
full program of at least four
courses, have a quality point
average of 3.5 or greater out of
a possible 4.0 and carry no single
grade lower than a C- during the
course of their college career.
Each student receives a letter of
commendation and congratula-
tion from their college dean.

In addition to achieving dis-
tinction through the dean’s list,
these students are members of
the University Honors Program,
which offers high caliber stu-
dents the chance to further hone
their studies and interests, live
in special interest on-campus
housing, and participate in one
or two honors courses each
term. Invitation into the honors
program is highly competitive
and students must maintain a
high GPA and strong commit-
ment to campus leadership to
remain a part.

Cranford resident Annie Bryant,
majoring in Behavioral Neuro-
science, and member of the Uni-
versity Honors Program

Cranford resident James Doyle,
majoring in Undeclared, and
member of the University Hon-
ors Program

Fanwood resident Luke Horgan,
majoring in Computer Engr/Com-
puter Science, and member of
the University Honors Program

Mountainside resident Adam
Jlelaty, majoring in Civil Engi-
neering, and member of the Uni-
versity Honors Program

Scotch Plains resident Benjamin
Wagner, majoring in Computer
Science, and member of the Uni-
versity Honors Program.

Founded in 1898, Northeast-
ern University is a global, expe-
riential, research university built
on a tradition of engagement
with the world, creating a dis-
tinctive approach to education,
and research. Based in Boston,
with graduate campuses in
Charlotte, Seattle, and Toronto,
the university offers more than
90 undergraduate majors and a
comprehensive range of gradu-
ate programs, from professional
master?s degrees to interdisci-
plinary doctoral programs. For
more information, please visit
www.northeastern.edu.

Cranford Library Posts
Dates For Book Sale

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library invite
the public to visit their used book
sale in the Friendly Book Cellar at
the Cranford Public Library.

The sale will be held on Wednes-
day, March 9, from 4 to 8:30
p.m.; Thursday and Friday, March
10 and 11, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and Saturday, March 12, 10 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m.

Items for sale will include more
than 10,000 adult and children’s
books, as well as CDs, DVDs and
recorded books. Prices range
from 25 cents to $2, with the
exception of a few specially-
marked items. Saturday will be
Bag Day, during which custom-
ers may fill a bag with books for
just $8.

The Cranford Public Library is
located at 224 Walnut Avenue.
The entrance to the sale is
through the side door, just off
the main parking lot. The sale is
wheelchair-accessible. Proceeds
from this event will benefit the
library.
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