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Bergen Laments Bail Reform
Costs, Hails Shared Services

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Nearly one-fifth of
the $9.9-million tax increase in Union
County’s budget this year was due to
the state’s mandated bail-reform law, a
$1.8-million charge that will continue
for years to come, according to Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
Chairman Bruce Bergen.

Thirty-three new positions, includ-
ing 18 in the sheriff’s department, 11
prosecutors and four facilities staffers
to keep buildings open during the week-

ends and holidays, were required to
comply with the bail system that will
begin in January.

The new mandates focus on “risk
assessment” – demanding a prelimi-
nary hearing for suspects accused of an
indictable offense within 48 hours of
arrest. The justification for the over-
haul, approved by voters in a 2014
referendum, is to reduce the number of
people detained merely because of an
inability to afford bail.

“Certainly my biggest concern is
cost,” said Mr. Bergen, who visited The
Westfield Leader’s offices for a conver-
sation with the publication’s editorial
board on August 3. “This is estimated to
cost $45 million statewide. The state
kicked in zero.”

Mr. Bergen explained that while state
law requires the state pay for local costs
that result from its mandates, the bail
reform change “doesn’t fall within the
confines of the law.”

It is a matter of, “this is what the
policy is, so you need to deal with it,” he
said. That means the county is stuck
paying to upgrade the state court sys-
tem within its jurisdiction.

Mr. Bergen discussed a wide variety
of topics with The Leader’s editors,
from the county’s $580-million debt to
initiatives ranging from recreation and
county emergency dispatch services to
an animal shelter.

The more than half a billion dollars
of debt includes a $59-million general

improvement bond that was expected
to be approved Thursday, August 18.
The freeholder board has adopted gen-
eral improvement bond ordinances in
nine of the last 11 years during the
summer. This year’s approval is by far
the biggest in that time, exceeding 2011’s
$49.6 million. It is $15 million more
than last year’s.

This year’s bond includes $8 million
more for parks and recreation, $4 mil-
lion more for Union County College
and $4 million more for the Gordon
Street Bridge in Roselle over the freight
rail tracks linking North and South Av-
enues.

Mr. Bergen was quick to thwart criti-
cism over the debt, citing the county’s
improved bond rating over last year,
which is equivalent to 0.9 percent of the
county’s equalized assessed property
value.

In other matters, Mr. Bergen ex-
plained his reasoning for pursuing the
continued development of Oak Ridge
Park in Clark. The county has del-
egated details of the plan to the Union
County Improvement Authority (UCIA)
in a shared-services agreement.

The 90-acre area, which had been
operated as a golf course for 80 years
until converted into a park in 2009,
includes the only archery range in cen-
tral New Jersey. Plans call for adding a
two-sheet ice skating rink.

While exact costs are still unknown,

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
INFORMATIONAL VISIT…Union County Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen,
left, chats with Westfield Leader interim assignment editor Brian Trusdell at the
publication’s Westfield offices about contemporary issues in the region.

Westfield Re-Imposes
Housing Fee on Developers

By RACHEL LOGAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
passed an ordinance to re-impose fees
on select developments to fund the
municipality’s enforcement and ad-
ministration of “affordable” or
“Mount Laurel” housing.

Residential developers will pay 1.5
percent of the increase in equalized
assessed value, or 6 percent for each
unit above the zoned limit.

Commercial developers will pay
2.5 percent of the equalized assessed
income on additions, replacements
or unimproved lot constructions.

Councilman Sam Della Fera ex-
plained that the ordinance “spares

taxpayers the burden” by moving the
fee to parties more directly involved.

Developers are exempt from the
fee if their construction is to be used
for non-profit, hospital-related or for
worship.

Transit hubs, government build-
ings and public amenities are also
exempt. All affordable housing con-
structs are exempt.

Fees collected from developers will
be held in an affordable housing trust
fund.

Money from the sale of affordable
units, rental income from municipally-
operated affordable units, repayments
and recaptures will also be held in the
fund.

The fund is to be used for the con-
struction and maintenance of afford-
able units, as well as for land pur-
chases and road developments re-
quired for their construction. It can
also be used for “green” projects.

Additionally, the money can be used
to help households earning less than
30 percent or less of regional median
income with rent, fees and emergency
repairs.

Fund money can be used for ad-
ministrative fees, but no more than 20
percent can be used in this fashion.

A similar ordinance was in effect
between 2006 and 2013, but was re-
pealed following the uncertainty of
state law in the wake of several court
rulings that questioned each
municipality’s affordable housing re-
quirements.

According to Mr. Della Fera, the
ordinance was beneficial. He said it
was either the taxpayers or the devel-
opers.

The ordinance, which was given
the blessing of the planning board on
July 6,  passed unanimously.

Resident John Kean inquired about
late-night construction in downtown,
where he lives in an apartment above
a business.

Mr. Kean said he was awakened
Tuesday at 12:30 a.m. to the sound of
a jackhammer as crews worked on
the road outside his home. According
to Mr. Kean, he has been awakened
multiple times over the past year for
similar projects.

“Even though it’s businesses
mostly, people live there,” he said.

Even if the improvements couldn’t
be moved to daylight hours, Mr. Kean
asked that residents be notified so as
to “prepare” themselves for the nightly
noise.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky responded
by noting that the downtown area is

Susan M. Dougherty  for The Westfield Leader
HOW MAN SEAS MUST A WHITE DOVE SAIL… Eastman Plaza in Cranford
was the focal point Sunday for Union County Peace Action Day, the 14th year of
the event.

Photo courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
SUMMER BBQ…The Union County Republican Party hold their annual barbe-
cue in Mountainside at the home of County GOP Chairmen and Councilman
Glenn Mortimer and his wife, JoAnne. Of the over 60 in attendance, pictured, left
to right, are Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), Mr.
Mortimer, Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno, Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21,
Summit), Mrs. Mortimer and Rep. Leonard Lance (R-NJ07).

Paul Lachenaur for The Westfield Leader
SWEET SOUNDS...Residents delighted in Tuesday night’s continued Sweet Sounds Downtown jazz series sponsored by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.
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Westfield Zoning Board
Okays 10 Applications
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The zoning board
of adjustment met on Monday evening
and approved 10 applications. The
following applications received a nod
from the board.

Theodore and Kathryn Schlosberg,
26 Scudder Road, sought to install a
nine- by 22-foot aluminum three-sea-
son porch enclosure contrary to code.
David Edelson, 21 Manchester Drive,
sought to construct first- and second-
floor additions contrary to code to
add a study to the first floor and a
master suite on the second floor. Jo-
seph Bresnahan, 18 Moss Avenue,
sought to construct a second-floor
addition and widen the front porch;
the second floor will house a master
suite, with two walk-in closets, a bath-
room and a laundry room.

Zachary Chororos, 717 Boulevard,
wished to construct a roof over a
walkway deck at the rear entry door
of the home. Rocco and Erin Romano,
900 Columbus Avenue, wished to

construct a second-floor addition and
a front porch addition that is contrary
to code. The second floor will house
three bedrooms and one-and-a-half
baths. Ellen Dragowski, 605 Girard
Avenue, sought to construct a six-
foot wooden fence in the front yard
contrary to code. It is to replace a
chain link fence and will face
Sherwood Place.

Joseph Matthew, 44 Mohican
Drive, sought to install a six-foot fence
in the street side yard contrary to
code. Sue Ann and Thomas Butera,
516 Prospect Street, wished to con-
struct an 11- by-12-foot deck off the
rear of the home contrary to code.
Eugene and Sandra Eng, 210 North
Chestnut Street, sought to construct a
family room and powder room on the
first floor and add a fourth bedroom
on the second floor. Ethel and Greg
Esposito, 312 Temple Place, sought
to construct a deck at the rear of the
home contrary to code.

The following applications will be

Casale Plan Public Hearing
Is Sept. 13 at Lincoln School

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The council con-
firmed that it will hold its regularly
scheduled meeting on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 13, at Lincoln School instead
of borough hall to accommodate a
larger-than-usual crowd when it con-
ducts a public hearing on the redevel-
opment plan for the largely aban-
doned Casale-Petro properties.

The venue was tentative until Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma could
assure it was available. Borough At-
torney Bob Renaud explained, upon
a question from Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro, that the board was not obli-
gated to vote on the plan September
13. It would be unusual, he said, but
not unprecedented.

The introduction of the plan – which
envisions a 315-unit apartment com-
plex with ground-floor retail for the
5.3-acre site between South Avenue
and the NJ Transit rail line – was a
disputed matter at the council’s last
gathering on July 26, when Mayor
Charles Lombardo had to break a 3-
3 tie to permit it. Three of the council’s
four Republicans opposed the intro-
duction, arguing it should wait until
the summer vacation season was over
and residents had returned home.

The formal process of rehabilitat-
ing the blighted industrial properties,
which date back to the late 19th cen-
tury, has been ongoing for nearly two
years. It was the focus of two conten-
tious planning board meetings in April
at Lincoln School before that body
approved the plan and forwarded it to
council for its adoption.

The council also is scheduled to
hear at its next meeting on Tuesday,
August 23, from consultant Jill
Hartman, who has been advising the
borough with regard to its “afford-
able housing” obligation mandated

by the New Jersey Supreme Court.
Planning board planner Victor
Vinegra has used the borough’s
“Mount Laurel” obligation as a major
justification for the high density of
the Casale redevelopment plan.

Mr. Renaud suggested that Ms.
Hartman would make a general pre-
sentation for the benefit of the public,
and then she and the council would
retire into executive session to fur-
ther discuss the status of the borough’s
immunity from affordable housing –
sometimes referred to as “builder’s
remedy” – lawsuits.

Historical Committee Chairman
Bruce Paterson invited council mem-
bers, along with the public, to join a
guided tour of the Casale property on
Wednesday, August 17, at 11 a.m.
The tour will be conducted by Mike
Madeira, a Casale family relative and
the owner of the Madeira Pipe Organ
Services Co. still operating in part of
the building plant. Local resident Pat
DiFabio, who worked at the plant
during World War II, also will be a
guide, Mr. Paterson said.

“Sooner or later we will not have a
factory that was here for a long time,”
Mr. Paterson said in a lamenting tone.

Also related to Casale, Mr.
Lombardo tasked the finance com-
mittee with reviewing three propos-
als from law firms responding to the
council’s request for legal advice and
counsel in negotiating with the pro-
spective developers of the property.

Russo Development of Carlstadt,
N.J., has purchased the Petro Plastics
property and is in contract to buy the
Casale parcel as well. It has submit-
ted the concept of the 315-unit apart-
ment complex complete with an
artist’s renderings but has not been
designated as the developer.

The relatively short meeting of little
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Mr. Bergen said the preliminary outlay
for the project was approximately $25
million, likely to be paid for with an-
other bond. However, the cost would be
offset by user fees.

“It’s badly needed, and since I’ve
been on the board, more and more
people keep telling me there is not
enough ice time in Union County, that
teams are practicing at 5 a.m.,” he said.

He said he did not know how many
ice skaters there were in Union County
but expected high-school and club teams
to use the new facility, which would
have to incorporate open free skate
time as well.

The rink is only part of the overall
plan for Oak Ridge, half of which Mr.
Bergen said is committed to open space.

Other parks and recreation upgrades
Mr. Bergen boasted about included the
renovation of Galloping Hill Golf
Course, with its course improvements,
building of a driving range and con-
struction of a new clubhouse complete
with banquet facilities.

Citing examples of Galloping Hill’s
July staging of the New Jersey Open –
the first time a public county course had
hosted the annual tournament – and a
wedding the clubhouse accommodated
recently on short notice, he said the golf
operations have become profitable on
an annual basis.

He also noted how funds have been
approved to begin the renovation of the
clubhouse at Ash Brook Golf Course in
Scotch Plains.

Although utilized by only 17 agen-
cies in nine of the region’s 21 munici-
palities, Mr. Bergen touted Union
County’s emergency-service dispatch
as an example of how the county can
engage in shared services with towns.

However, he acknowledged his ob-
jective of a similar program for an
animal control shelter for the county
appears unlikely this year. While not
offering a reason as to why, he noted the
number of private companies offering
their services to towns has been cut in
half in recent years to “two or three.”

He believes that with the state man-
dating each town have an animal-con-
trol officer, the cost has become a bur-
den and a county-provided service
would be of great value. However, after
Watchung Reservation was ruled out
due to Green Acres restrictions, he said
finding a suitable location has become
a challenge.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bergen

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The owner
of the iconic Parker Gardens plant
nursery on Terrill Road is denying
rumors that his family-owned opera-
tion will be leaving the familiar loca-
tion, initially telling The Westfield
Leader that “we plan on being at that
location indefinitely. Period.”

Steve Parker, son of founders Len
and Bea Parker, said the business —
spread over 14 acres adjacent to Terrill
Middle School property — is chang-
ing what it is doing, but that no “final
decision” has been made.

“We are not closing our location,”
Mr. Parker said in a telephone inter-
view. “We have been there 60 years
and we will continue to be there. We
run various businesses out of the lo-
cation and always have.”

Mr. Parker said the facility is in the
process of inventory clearance and
renovations and that he plans to “cut
down in certain areas.”

“Somebody put it on Facebook (that
Parker Gardens was closing),” he said.
“The answer is we’re looking at all
our options as far as the various busi-
nesses we run.”

“Whether we are going to do retail
or wholesale, we are going to con-
tinue our growing operation,” Mr.
Parker said. “The others are like in

flux. We are trying to decide whether
we are making money.”

He disclosed that the property is
under contract for sale, but also noted
that his family has negotiated with
various individuals over the years.

“We’re not actively looking to sell
the property,” he said. “Over the
course of 25 years, we have probably
had three people that had a contract
that never developed into anything.
That remains the same.”

The amount of product on site likely
will be reduced, Mr. Parker said, but
that didn’t mean closing up shop.

“There is no specific closing date
planned at all. Period,” he said. “That
could change. If I get the numbers
back, and it’s not worth keeping that
part of the business, I would keep
what I thought made the most sense
and get rid of the other stuff that I
didn’t think was worth keeping.”

Mr. Parker later emailed The Leader
that they will be "closing our garden
center in the near future. Other as-
pects of our business will remain
open."

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
FUTURE UNKNOWN...While admitting that Parker Gardens’ garden center
will be closing, Steven Parker did not offer a date certain and said that there would
be scaling down of operations at the Terrill Road site.

Future of Parker Gardens,
Terrill Road Site In Flux

Susan M. Dougherty  for The Westfield Leader
THE STAGE IS SET… Eastman Plaza in Cranford is decorated with posters,
flyers and flags Sunday for Union County Peace Action Day. According to Monica
Shimkus, secretary of the Union County Peace Council, the event has been held in
the town for the last 14 years. It featured music, speakers and opportunities for
residents to sign petitions for the elimination of nuclear weapons and other causes
for peace.

Paul Lachenaur for The Westfield Leader
TUESDAY NIGHT FUN...Tuesday night’s Sweet Sounds Downtown jazz series sponsored by the Downtown Westfield
Corporation continues through August.

Cranford 7-Eleven Decision
Postponed Until October
By NICOLAS FERNANDES

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A decision on
the proposed 7-Eleven convenience
store at the intersection of South
and Lincoln avenues was delayed at
least until the zoning board’s Octo-
ber meeting after concerns were
raised Monday night about lighting
and traffic congestion.

Witnesses presented changes to
the project based on previous sug-
gestions by the board.

The entire store has been mir-
rored and the front entrance has
been moved closer to South Avenue
to look more appealing. In addition,
the size of the light fixtures has
been reduced from 16 feet to 12
feet, the façade’s glass has been
reduced by one-third by adding
brick and landscaping has been
added along Lincoln Avenue.

Although the proposed lighting
was reduced, board secretary Mary
Ann Hay said she believed it is still
too bright, even though it would not
shine on to the residential proper-
ties nearby.

“The light levels are actually quite
high in the parking area,” Ms. Hay
said. “Just the glow from the site I
think needs to be toned down.”

The brightness can be reduced by
lowering the height of individual
fixtures, project engineer Jeff
Martell said.

The applicant also is seeking a
left turn restriction from the South
Avenue exit, which would require
approval from the county, said traf-
fic engineer Frank Filiciotto.

Mr. Filiciotto estimates that the
store’s peak hours would be 7 to 9
a.m. and 4 to 7 p.m. During those
times, he estimates 97 cars will pull
in and out of 7-Eleven, but about 60
percent of them will be vehicles
that already pass the location, ac-
cording to his traffic study.

As a result, the intersection’s level
of service would remain at its cur-

rent state “C” level of service —
indicating a stable flow, at or near
free flow.

Deliveries would be made during
off-peak hours and would not affect
traffic, he said. The store would get
one to two tractor trailer deliveries
and seven to 14 box truck deliveries
per week.

Ms. Hay mentioned that left turns
onto South Avenue may cause con-
gestion, especially when vehicles
are exiting Bank of America across
Lincoln and Walgreens across South
Avenue.

Ms. Filiciotto explained that it
will not be a problem because of the
cycle of the traffic light.

“When the light turns green, the
traffic is able to proceed through
the intersection and open up a pe-
riod of time when traffic can get
into and out of the driveway,” Mr.
Filiciotto said.

Zoning board engineer Gordon Meth
said that with 900 cars passing by the
location daily, the convenience store
would only increase traffic two-and-a-
half to three percent.

Local residents raised concern
about an increase of traffic on Lin-
coln Avenue and Mr. Meth suggested
a left turn entrance restriction from
South Avenue West as a solution.

“I do still think that consideration
should be given to getting rid of that
one left-turn movement,” Mr. Meth
said. “There is another way in via
South Avenue.”

Mr. Meth also suggested a left-
turn lane and left-turn arrow on
South Avenue since seven to 14
accidents at the intersection between
2012 and 2014 were predominantly
caused by left turns.

The next 7-Eleven hearing will
be held on Monday, October 24,
when residents will have the oppor-
tunity to bring their own witnesses.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council
full of immense traffic during the
daytime, so night work is somewhat
necessary.

“The good news is that (the work
is) almost done,” he said. “The bad
news is that you’re in for it again
tonight.”

Councilman Frank Arena added
that the improvement project is fed-
erally funded and state based, so not
a Westfield-run project.

Mr. Skibitsky said that they at-
tempt to notify businesses and resi-
dents via the social media site Twit-
ter and Nixle, a phone, email and
web notification system used by
municipal governments. Both can
be accessed from the town website
homepage.

Mr. Arena was sworn in as town
clerk Tuesday in place of Claire Gray,
who is on medical leave.

Funding Options Outlined
For FW Library Renovations

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Casale
more than an hour began with an
approximate 25-minute closed execu-
tive session in which council mem-
bers discussed “negotiations with The
Pointe” condominium complex and a
request by the existing and prospec-
tive owners of a property at the inter-
section of East Street, Pine, Lexing-
ton and Rankin avenues for an ac-
commodation regarding a fence.

While The Pointe was not discussed
in any detail, the other issue involved
a matter initially brought to the coun-
cil at the July 12 meeting by the
prospective owner of the property
near the Cranford border to fence in
what is essentially the unpaved half
of Rankin.

At earlier meetings Borough Engi-
neer Don Guarriello explained that
Rankin Avenue at that point is only
about 16 feet wide. Mr. Renaud
pointed out that under law, the un-
paved half of Rankin actually be-
longs to the homeowner but is ceded
for right-of-way purposes. He told
the council the borough could not sell
what it does not own.

However, during the public com-
ment portion of the agenda session,
Mr. Renaud responded to a question
from the property seller, Keith Lock,
by telling him that he was drafting an
agreement discussed by the council,
which hopefully would be ready for
adoption at the next meeting on Au-
gust 23.

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The $3 million
cost of renovating the Fanwood
Memorial Library could be ab-
sorbed through a number or op-
tions, including grants, energy tax
credits, federal or state funding or a
vigorous local capital campaign, the
library’s director told a second pub-
lic meeting on the issue Tuesday
night.

Director Dan Weiss said another
course of action is the N.J. Library
Construction Bond Act, a bill cur-
rently pending in Trenton.

The bill would permit $125 mil-
lion in bonds to finance capital
projects in public libraries cover-
ing possibly up to 50 percent of the
cost of renovations.

If no outside funding is acquired,
Fanwood taxpayers would pay an
additional $90 per household in an-
nual municipal taxes over a 15 year
period, he said.

Mr. Weiss commented that the
library and board are committed to
aggressively pursuing alternative
options for funding to try to mini-
mize the impact on taxpayers.

 “Council and I are here to hear
what any of your comments and
questions are,” said Mayor Colleen
Mahr, who attended the open forum
along with council members Erin
McElroy Baker and Jack Molenaar.

According to Mr. Weiss, a public
survey distributed to over 2000 Fan-
wood residents, approximately five
years ago, uncovered deficiencies
in the facility, the equipment and
the support services.

These matters in question were
used by the board of trustees to
develop the Strategic Plan for 2013-
2018.

The mission for this strategic plan
is “to provide the space, materials,
and services that residents of all
ages and abilities require to grow
and connect to each other and the
world.”

The plan seeks to address insuffi-
ciencies in the physical plant, the
HVAC infrastructure, the internet
connectivity, and will add more pro-
gram space and make the library
compliant with the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

Board of Trustee President
Sheldon Ross told attending resi-
dents this renovated library will help
us “look to a space that truly does
represent what this community is
all about.”

The proposed project will add
4,400 square feet to the facility, a
70-75 percent increase. Architect
John J. Veisz, of FVHD Architects
Planners, will be completing the
renovations and expansion.

A slideshow presented by Mr.
Weiss outlined a plan that would
move the children’s area to the main
floor, offer a multi-purpose room
that would accommodate 100
people and have increased accessi-
bility through the addition of an
elevator.

The cost, according to Mr. Weiss,
would include everything: “interior,
carpeting, furnishings, plumbing,
etc.”

The construction, most of which

will take place “around” the main
building, will take anywhere from
18 months to two years, with the
library remaining open the majority
of that time.

Resident Joanne Muoio inquired
about what type of approval would
be needed to move forward with
this project.

Mayor Mahr asserted that a large
investment in a borough property
such as this is “something we don’t
take lightly.”

“We go to the council as a whole”
and the money will show up in the
2017 budget.

An unidentified resident ex-
pressed concerns over potential for
flooding and pleaded with listeners
to “please think seriously about the
environmental impact” of this con-
struction.

She pointed out that the expan-
sion will involve cutting down trees
that absorb water, which could ex-
acerbate flooding issues.

Mr. Weiss assured the resident.
“If we do proceed with the project,

we’re certainly going to look at the
flooding…that’s something I’m very
sensitive to,” he said.

Resident Hans Ruhlandt, a sup-
porter of the project, asked what are
the are the alternatives should the
plan be rejected.

“Do you close the library?” he
said. “Do we go to Scotch Plains?”

Mr. Ross made evident he did not
have a definite answer.

He speculated on various sce-
narios where the council may de-
cide to just install an elevator or
merely make renovations to the roof
and fix the windows, but ultimately
said it would be a decision for the
council to make.

“What is the thing that will repre-
sent Fanwood and always be there?”
Mr. Ross asked rhetorically.

He intimated it should be the li-
brary, “where everybody in town
can use it, every day, all the time.”

Residents who would like to fol-
low the progress of the proposal are
encouraged to go to council meet-
ings, visit  the website
www.fanwoodlibrary.org or visit
Mr. Weiss in person.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Zoning
heard at the board’s meeting next
month: John Maurer and Kimberly
McKee, 925 Willow Grove Road;
John and Mary Ryan, 34 Westbrook
Road; Jordan Seales, 706 Westfield
Avenue, and Christopher and Sarah
Ebel, 115 Effingham Place.

The next meeting of the board will
be Monday, September 12, at 7:30
p.m., at the Municipal Building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street.

www.goleader.com
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Bergen Laments Bail Reform
Costs, Hails Shared Services

Future of Parker Gardens,
Terrill Road Site In Flux

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The owner
of the iconic Parker Gardens plant
nursery on Terrill Road is denying
rumors that his family-owned opera-
tion will be leaving the familiar loca-
tion, initially telling The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that “we plan
on being at that location indefinitely.
Period.”

Steve Parker, son of founders Len
and Bea Parker, said the business —
spread over 14 acres adjacent to Terrill
Middle School property — is chang-
ing what it is doing, but that no “final
decision” has been made.

“We are not closing our location,”
Mr. Parker said in a telephone inter-
view. “We have been there 60 years
and we will continue to be there. We
run various businesses out of the lo-
cation and always have.”

Mr. Parker said the facility is in the
process of inventory clearance and
renovations and that he plans to “cut
down in certain areas.”

“Somebody put it on Facebook (that

Parker Gardens was closing),” he said.
“The answer is we’re looking at all
our options as far as the various busi-
nesses we run.”

“Whether we are going to do retail
or wholesale, we are going to con-
tinue our growing operation,” Mr.
Parker said. “The others are like in
flux. We are trying to decide whether
we are making money.”

He disclosed that the property is
under contract for sale, but also noted
that his family has negotiated with
various individuals over the years.

“We’re not actively looking to sell
the property,” he said. “Over the
course of 25 years, we have probably
had three people that had a contract
that never developed into anything.
That remains the same.”

The amount of product on site likely
will be reduced, Mr. Parker said, but
that didn’t mean closing up shop.

“There is no specific closing date
planned at all. Period,” he said. “That
could change. If I get the numbers
back, and it’s not worth keeping that

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Nearly one-fifth
of the $9.9-million tax increase in
Union County’s budget this year was
due to the state’s mandated bail-re-
form law, a $1.8-million charge that
will continue for years to come, ac-
cording to Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders Chairman Bruce
Bergen.

Thirty-three new positions, includ-
ing 18 in the sheriff’s department, 11
prosecutors and four facilities staff-
ers to keep buildings open during the
weekends and holidays, were required
to comply with the bail system that
will begin in January.

The new mandates focus on “risk
assessment” – demanding a prelimi-
nary hearing for suspects accused of
an indictable offense within 48 hours
of arrest. The justification for the
overhaul, approved by voters in a
2014 referendum, is to reduce the
number of people detained merely

because of an inability to afford bail.
“Certainly my biggest concern is

cost,” said Mr. Bergen, who visited
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times’
offices for a conversation with the
publication’s editorial board on Au-
gust 3. “This is estimated to cost $45
million statewide. The state kicked in
zero.”

Mr. Bergen explained that while
state law requires the state pay for
local costs that result from its man-
dates, the bail reform change “doesn’t
fall within the confines of the law.”

It is a matter of, “this is what the
policy is, so you need to deal with it,”
he said. That means the county is
stuck paying to upgrade the state court
system within its jurisdiction.

Mr. Bergen discussed a wide vari-
ety of topics with The Times’ editors,
from the county’s $580-million debt
to initiatives ranging from recreation
and county emergency dispatch ser-
vices to an animal shelter.

The more than half a billion dollars
of debt includes a $59-million gen-
eral improvement bond that was ex-
pected to be approved Thursday, Au-
gust 18. The freeholder board has
adopted general improvement bond
ordinances in nine of the last 11 years
during the summer. This year’s ap-
proval is by far the biggest in that
time, exceeding 2011’s $49.6 mil-
lion. It is $15 million more than last

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
INFORMATIONAL VISIT…Union County Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen,
left, chats with Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times interim assignment editor Brian
Trusdell at the publication’s Westfield offices about contemporary issues in the region.
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Funding Options Outlined for
Fanwood Library Renovations

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The $3 million
cost of renovating the Fanwood
Memorial Library could be absorbed
through a number or options, includ-
ing grants, energy tax credits, fed-
eral or state funding or a vigorous
local capital campaign, the library’s
director told a second public meet-
ing on the issue Tuesday night.

Director Dan Weiss said another
course of action is the N.J. Library
Construction Bond Act, a bill cur-
rently pending in Trenton.

The bill would permit $125 mil-
lion in bonds to finance capital
projects in public libraries covering
possibly up to 50 percent of the cost
of renovations.

If no outside funding is acquired,

Fanwood taxpayers would pay an
additional $90 per household in an-
nual municipal taxes over a 15 year
period, he said.

Mr. Weiss commented that the li-
brary and board are committed to
aggressively pursuing alternative op-
tions for funding to try to minimize
the impact on tax payers.”

 “Council and I are here to hear
what any of your comments and ques-
tions are,” said Mayor Colleen Mahr,
who attended the open forum along
with council members Erin McElroy
Baker and Jack Molenaar.

According to Mr. Weiss, a public
survey distributed to over 2000 Fan-
wood residents, approximately five
years ago, uncovered deficiencies in
the facility, the equipment and the
support services.

These matters in question were
used by the board of trustees to de-
velop the Strategic Plan for 2013-
2018.

The mission for this strategic plan
is “to provide the space, materials,
and services that residents of all ages
and abilities require to grow and
connect to each other and the world.”

This plan seeks to address insuffi-
ciencies in the physical plant, the
HVAC infrastructure, the internet
connectivity, and will add more pro-
gram space and make the library
compliant with the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

Board of Trustee President
Sheldon Ross told attending resi-
dents this renovated library will help
us “look to a space that truly does
represent what this community is all
about.”

The proposed project will add
4,400 square feet to the facility, a 70-
75 percent increase. Architect John
J. Veisz, of FVHD Architects Plan-
ners, will be completing the renova-
tions and expansion.

A slideshow presented by Mr.
Weiss outlined a plan that would
move the children’s area to the main
floor, offer a multi-purpose room
that would accommodate 100 people
and have increased accessibility
through the addition of an elevator.

The cost, according to Mr. Weiss,
would include everything: “interior,
carpeting, furnishings, plumbing,
etc.”

The construction, most of which
will take place “around” the main
building, will take anywhere from
18 months to two years, with the
library remaining open the majority
of that time.

Resident Joanne Muoio inquired
about what type of approval would
be needed to move forward with this
project.

Mayor Mahr asserted that a large
investment in a borough property
such as this is “something we don’t
take lightly.”

“We go to the council as a whole”
and the money will show up in the
2017 budget.

An unidentified resident expressed
concerns over potential for flooding
and pleaded with listeners to “please
think seriously about the environ-

Mark De Hanes for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GROOVIN’ TO THE TUNES…Funktion 11, a Red Bank-based 11-piece jazz, gospel, funk/rhythm and blues and pop
ensemble, perfoms last Thursday as the featured group as part of Scotch Plains’ Summer Concert Series.

Robyn Orr-Gioffre for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PACKED HOUSE...Residents come out en masse to hear the plans for a proposed
expansion to the Fanwood Memorial Library.

Brian Trusdell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUTURE UNKNOWN...While admitting that the garden center will be closing,
Steven Parker did not offer a date certain and said that there would be scaling
down of operations at the Terrill Road site.

year’s.
This year’s bond includes $8 mil-

lion more for parks and recreation, $4
million more for Union County Col-
lege and $4 million more for the Gor-
don Street Bridge in Roselle over the
freight rail tracks linking North and
South Avenues.

Mr. Bergen was quick to thwart
criticism over the debt, citing the
county’s improved bond rating over
last year, which is equivalent to 0.9
percent of the county’s equalized as-
sessed property value.

In other matters, Mr. Bergen ex-
plained his reasoning for pursuing
the continued development of Oak
Ridge Park in Clark. The county has
delegated details of the plan to the
Union County Improvement Author-
ity (UCIA) in a shared-services agree-
ment.

The 90-acre area, which had been
operated as a golf course for 80 years
until converted into a park in 2009,
includes the only archery range in
central New Jersey. Plans call for
adding a two-sheet ice skating rink.

While exact costs are still unknown,
Mr. Bergen said the preliminary out-
lay for the project was approximately
$25 million, likely to be paid for with
another bond. However, the cost
would be offset by user fees.

“It’s badly needed, and since I’ve
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Acting SP Recreation Dir.
To Vacate Post This Friday

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Stephen
Dahl, who has served as acting di-
rector of parks and recreation since
April, is resigning on Friday after
nine-and-a-half years with the de-
partment.

Mr. Dahl, who served as recreation
supervisor under former director Ray
Poerio, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that he and his wife
are relocating to Ohio so she can
pursue a doctorate and he can obtain
a master’s degree at Ohio State Uni-
versity.

Township manager Al Mirabella
said that, in the short-term, he and
Margaret Heisey, his special projects
coordinator, will “fill any gap” in the
department’s operations.

He told The Times that the recre-
ation director position has been posted
on various website and that applica-
tions already have been received.  He
added that the plan is to begin inter-
viewing candidates in the next few
weeks, in coordination with the town-
ship recreation commission, which is
charged with officially appointing a
director.

Earlier this week, Mr. Dahl told
The Times that the biggest highlight
of his tenure with the department was
the upgrading of the summer camp
program.

“It was kind of on the down slope,”
he said, “but we were able to revamp
it. It was a lot of effort but now every
year, registration fills up quickly, on
the first or second day, and we have a
long waiting list as well.”

That marked improvement, he said,
was “personally satisfying to me.”

Mr. Dahl said another highlight of
his time with the department was the
popular S.T.A.R.S. theatre group that
performs plays and other productions
on the Alan Augustine Village Green
during the summer.

He said the productions “serve a
population not necessarily into active
recreation,” but pointed out that the
acting troupes — which range in age
from kindergarten to high school —
regularly attract crowds of several
hundred to their productions.  He
credited director Gailmarie Sprague
for her efforts at growing the group
over the past decade.

Recreation commission chairman
Mike Walsh told The Times that Mr.
Dahl “will be very difficult to re-
place,” saying he “did a tremendous
job as acting director.”

Mr. Walsh said the commission had
intended to name Mr. Dahl as the
recreation director permanently.

“However, this opportunity pre-
sented itself to Steve and his wife and
they couldn’t turn it down,” Mr. Walsh
said.
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Bergen
been on the board, more and more
people keep telling me there is not
enough ice time in Union County, that
teams are practicing at 5 a.m.,” he
said.

He said he did not know how many
ice skaters there were in Union County
but expected high-school and club
teams to use the new facility, which
would have to incorporate open free
skate time as well.

The rink is only part of the overall
plan for Oak Ridge, half of which Mr.
Bergen said is committed to open
space.

Other parks and recreation up-
grades Mr. Bergen boasted about in-
cluded the renovation of Galloping
Hill Golf Course, with its course im-
provements, building of a driving
range and construction of a new club-
house complete with banquet facili-
ties.

Citing examples of Galloping Hill’s
July staging of the New Jersey Open
– the first time a public county course
had hosted the annual tournament –
and a wedding the clubhouse accom-
modated recently on short notice, he
said the golf operations have become
profitable on an annual basis.

He also noted how funds have been
approved to begin the renovation of
the clubhouse at Ash Brook Golf
Course in Scotch Plains.

Although utilized by only 17 agen-
cies in nine of the region’s 21 munici-
palities, Mr. Bergen touted Union
County’s emergency-service dispatch
as an example of how the county can
engage in shared services with towns.

However, he acknowledged his
objective of a similar program for an
animal control shelter for the county
appears unlikely this year. While not
offering a reason as to why, he noted
the number of private companies of-
fering their services to towns has been
cut in half in recent years to “two or
three.”

He believes that with the state man-
dating each town have an animal-
control officer, the cost has become a
burden and a county-provided ser-
vice would be of great value. How-
ever, after Watchung Reservation was
ruled out due to Green Acres restric-
tions, he said finding a suitable loca-
tion has become a challenge.

Mark De Hanes for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SECOND CAREER…Mayor Kevin Glover takes the stage with Funktion 11, a
Red Bank-based, 11-piece jazz, gospel, funk/rhythm and blues and pop ensemble,
as part of the town’s Summer Concert Series last Thursday.

Mark De Hanes for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DANCE TO THE MUSIC…A couple moves to the sounds of Funktion 11,  a Red
Bank-based, 11-piece jazz and pop ensemble, during last week’s performance in
the Scotch Plains Summer Concert Series at the Alan Augustine Village Green.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CORNUCOPIA…Shoppers browse the bumper crop of Jersey tomatoes, Jersey corn and other fruits and vegetables at
Saturday's Farmers Market in Scotch Plains.

part of the business, I would keep
what I thought made the most sense
and get rid of the other stuff that I
didn’t think was worth keeping.”

Mr. Parker later emailed The Times
that they will be "closing our garden
center in the near future. Other as-
pects of our business will remain
open."

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Library
mental impact” of this construction.

She pointed out that the expan-
sion will involve cutting down trees
that absorb water, which could ex-
acerbate flooding issues.

Mr. Weiss assured the resident.
“If we do proceed with the project,

we’re certainly going to look at the
flooding…that’s something I’m very
sensitive to,” he said.

Resident Hans Ruhlandt, a sup-
porter of the project, asked what are
the are the alternatives should the
plan be rejected.

“Do you close the library,” he
said. “Do we go to Scotch Plains?”

Mr. Ross made evident he did not
have a definite answer.

He speculated on various sce-
narios where the council may de-
cide to just install an elevator or
merely make renovations to the roof
and fix the windows, but ultimately
said it would be a decision for the
council to make.

“What is the thing that will repre-
sent Fanwood and always be there,”
Mr. Ross asked rhetorically.

He intimated it should be the li-
brary, “where everybody in town
can use it, every day, all the time.”

Residents who would like to fol-
low the progress of the proposal are
encouraged to go to council meet-
ings, visit  the website
www.fanwoodlibrary.org or visit
Mr. Weiss in person.

Photo courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
SUMMER BBQ…The Union County Republican Party holds their annual
barbecue in Mountainside at the home of County GOP Chairman and Councilman
Glenn Mortimer and his wife, JoAnne. Of the over 60 in attendance, pictured, left
to right, are: Asm. Minority Leader Jon Bramnick of Westfield, Mr. Mortimer,
Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno, Asw. Nancy Munoz of Summit, Mrs. Mortimer and
Congressman Leonard Lance.

Westfield Zoning Board
Okays 10 Applications

Westfield Re-Imposes
Housing Fee on Developers

By RACHEL LOGAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The town coun-
cil passed an ordinance to re-im-
pose fees on select developments to
fund the municipality’s enforcement
and administration of “affordable”
or “Mount Laurel” housing.

Residential developers will pay
1.5 percent of the increase in equal-
ized assessed value, or 6 percent for
each unit above the zoned limit.

Commercial developers will pay
2.5 percent of the equalized assessed
income on additions, replacements
or unimproved lot constructions.

Councilman Sam Della Fera ex-
plained that the ordinance “spares
taxpayers the burden” by moving
the fee to parties more directly in-
volved.

Developers are exempt from the
fee if their construction is to be used
for non-profit, hospital-related or
for worship.

Transit hubs, government build-
ings and public amenities are also
exempt. All affordable housing con-
structs are exempt.

Fees collected from developers
will be held in an affordable hous-
ing trust fund.

Money from the sale of afford-
able units, rental income from mu-
nicipally-operated affordable units,
repayments and recaptures will also
be held in the fund.

The fund is to be used for the
construction and maintenance of af-
fordable units, as well as for land
purchases and road developments
required for their construction. It
can also be used for “green”
projects.

Additionally, the money can be
used to help households earning less
than 30 percent or less of regional
median income with rent, fees and
emergency repairs.

Fund money can be used for ad-
ministrative fees, but no more than
20 percent can be used in this fash-
ion.

A similar ordinance was in effect
between 2006 and 2013, but was
repealed following the uncertainty
of state law in the wake of several
court rulings that questioned each
municipality’s affordable housing
requirements.

According to Mr. Della Fera, the
ordinance was beneficial. He said it

was either the taxpayers or the de-
velopers.

The ordinance, which was given
the blessing of the planning board
on July 6,  passed unanimously.

Resident John Kean inquired
about late-night construction in
downtown, where he lives in an
apartment above a business.

Mr. Kean said he was awakened
Tuesday at 12:30 a.m. to the sound
of a jackhammer as crews worked
on the road outside his home. Ac-
cording to Mr. Kean, he has been
awakened multiple times over the
past year for similar projects.

“Even though it’s businesses
mostly, people live there,” he said.

Even if the improvements
couldn’t be moved to daylight hours,
Mr. Kean asked that residents be
notified so as to “prepare” them-
selves for the nightly noise.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky responded
by noting that the downtown area is
full of immense traffic during the
daytime, so night work is somewhat
necessary.

“The good news is that (the work
is) almost done,” he said. “The bad
news is that you’re in for it again
tonight.”

Councilman Frank Arena added
that the improvement project is fed-
erally funded and state based, so
not a Westfield-run project.

Mr. Skibitsky said that they at-
tempt to notify businesses and resi-
dents via the social media site Twit-
ter and Nixle, a phone, email and
web notification system used by
municipal governments. Both can
be accessed from the town website
homepage.

Mr. Arena was sworn in as town
clerk Tuesday in place of Claire
Gray, who is on medical leave.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The zoning
board of adjustment met on Mon-
day evening and approved 10 appli-
cations. The following applications
received a nod from the board.

Theodore and Kathryn
Schlosberg, 26 Scudder Road,
sought to install a nine- by 22-foot
aluminum three-season porch en-
closure contrary to code. David
Edelson, 21 Manchester Drive,
sought to construct first- and sec-
ond-floor additions contrary to code
to add a study to the first floor and
a master suite on the second floor.
Joseph Bresnahan, 18 Moss Avenue,
sought to construct a second-floor
addition and widen the front porch;
the second floor will house a master
suite, with two walk-in closets, a
bathroom and a laundry room.

Zachary Chororos, 717 Boule-
vard, wished to construct a roof
over a walkway deck at the rear
entry door of the home. Rocco and
Erin Romano, 900 Columbus Av-
enue, wished to construct a second-
floor addition and a front porch
addition that is contrary to code.
The second floor will house three
bedrooms and one-and-a-half baths.
Ellen Dragowski, 605 Girard Av-
enue, sought to construct a six-foot
wooden fence in the front yard con-
trary to code. It is to replace a chain
link fence and will face Sherwood
Place.

Joseph Matthew, 44 Mohican
Drive, sought to install a six-foot
fence in the street side yard con-
trary to code. Sue Ann and Thomas
Butera, 516 Prospect Street, wished
to construct an 11- by 12-foot deck
off the rear of the home contrary to
code. Eugene and Sandra Eng, 210
North Chestnut Street, sought to
construct a family room and pow-
der room on the first floor and add
a fourth bedroom on the second
floor. Ethel and Greg Esposito, 312
Temple Place, sought to construct a
deck at the rear of the home con-
trary to code.

The following applications will
be heard at the board’s meeting next
month: John Maurer and Kimberly
McKee, 925 Willow Grove Road;
John and Mary Ryan, 34 Westbrook
Road; Jordan Seales, 706 Westfield
Avenue, and Christopher and Sarah
Ebel, 115 Effingham Place.

The next meeting of the board
will be Monday, September 12, at
7:30 p.m., at the Municipal Build-
ing, located at 425 East Broad Street.

Casale Plan Public Hearing
Is Sept. 13 at Lincoln School

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The council con-
firmed that it will hold its regularly
scheduled meeting on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 13, at Lincoln School instead of
borough hall to accommodate a larger-
than-usual crowd when it conducts a
public hearing on the redevelopment
plan for the largely abandoned Casale-
Petro properties.

The venue was tentative until Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma could
assure it was available. Borough Attor-
ney Bob Renaud explained, upon a
question from Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro, that the board was not obli-
gated to vote on the plan September 13.
It would be unusual, he said, but not
unprecedented.

The introduction of the plan – which
envisions a 315-unit apartment com-
plex with ground-floor retail for the
5.3-acre site between South Avenue
and the NJ Transit rail line – was a
disputed matter at the council’s last
gathering on July 26, when Mayor
Charles Lombardo had to break a 3-3
tie to permit it. Three of the council’s
four Republicans opposed the intro-
duction, arguing it should wait until the
summer vacation season was over and
residents had returned home.

The formal process of rehabilitating
the blighted industrial properties, which
date back to the late 19th century, has
been ongoing for nearly two years. It
was the focus of two contentious plan-
ning board meetings in April at Lincoln
School before that body approved the
plan and forwarded it to council for its
adoption.

The council also is scheduled to hear
at its next meeting on Tuesday, August
23, from consultant Jill Hartman, who
has been advising the borough with
regard to its “affordable housing” obli-
gation mandated by the New Jersey
Supreme Court. Planning board plan-
ner Victor Vinegra has used the
borough’s “Mount Laurel” obligation
as a major justification for the high
density of the Casale redevelopment
plan.

Mr. Renaud suggested that Ms.
Hartman would make a general presen-
tation for the benefit of the public, and
then she and the council would retire
into executive session to further discuss
the status of the borough’s immunity
from affordable housing – sometimes
referred to as “builder’s remedy” –
lawsuits.

Historical Committee Chairman
Bruce Paterson invited council mem-

bers, along with the public, to join a
guided tour of the Casale property on
Wednesday, August 17, at 11 a.m. The
tour will be conducted by Mike Ma-
deira, a Casale family relative and the
owner of the Madeira Pipe Organ Ser-
vices Co. still operating in part of the
building plant. Local resident Pat
DiFabio, who worked at the plant dur-
ing World War II, also will be a guide,
Mr. Paterson said.

“Sooner or later we will not have a
factory that was here for a long time,”
Mr. Paterson said in a lamenting tone.

Also related to Casale, Mr. Lombardo
tasked the finance committee with re-
viewing three proposals from law firms
responding to the council’s request for
legal advice and counsel in negotiating
with the prospective developers of the
property.

Russo Development of Carlstadt,
N.J., has purchased the Petro Plastics
property and is in contract to buy the
Casale parcel as well. It has submitted
the concept of the 315-unit apartment
complex complete with an artist’s ren-
derings but has not been designated as
the developer.

The relatively short meeting of little
more than an hour began with an ap-
proximate 25-minute closed executive
session in which council members dis-
cussed “negotiations with The Pointe”
condominium complex and a request
by the existing and prospective owners
of a property at the intersection of East
Street, Pine, Lexington and Rankin av-
enues for an accommodation regarding
a fence.

While The Pointe was not discussed
in any detail, the other issue involved a
matter initially brought to the council at
the July 12 meeting by the prospective
owner of the property near the Cran-
ford border to fence in what is essen-
tially the unpaved half of Rankin.

At earlier meetings Borough Engi-
neer Don Guarriello explained that
Rankin Avenue at that point is only
about 16 feet wide. Mr. Renaud pointed
out that under law, the unpaved half of
Rankin actually belongs to the home-
owner but is ceded for right-of-way
purposes. He told the council the bor-
ough could not sell what it does not
own.

However, during the public com-
ment portion of the agenda session, Mr.
Renaud responded to a question from
the property seller, Keith Lock, by tell-
ing him that he was drafting an agree-
ment discussed by the council, which
hopefully would be ready for adoption
at the next meeting on August 23.
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Kat Patterson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE APPRECIATION...Garwood first graders Grace Patterson-Smith and
Kassidy Clark pose with Garwood Police Sgt. David Perrotta as part of the locally
organized Police Appreciation Week in the borough August 1 to 5.

Legislators Call For
Investigation of Unions

Federal Grants to Expand
County Parolee Program

Lance Hails New Anti-Drug
Abuse Law With Advocate

SOMERVILLE, N.J. – Assembly-
man Jack Ciattarelli (R-16,
Somerville) issued the following state-
ment last week:

“Direct quotes in a Tuesday PO-
LITICO NJ article seemingly dem-
onstrate corrupted power by leader-
ship of a Trenton special interest that
represents over one hundred thou-
sand honest, rank-and-file, middle-
class teachers.

“If true, the quotes all but confirm
a potentially criminal quid pro quo

involving political contributions and
public policy.

“Given New Jersey’s perilous fiscal
situation, how can we possibly point
our state on the right path forward with
much-needed reforms – school fund-
ing, public employee benefits and prop-
erty taxes – if special interests exert
this kind of power and influence?

“I support Senate President
Sweeney’s call for state and federal
authorities to commence an investi-
gation.”

COUNTY — Union County will
be utilizing money from a nearly
$700,000 federal grant this fall to
expand its pilot program that looks to
return prison parolees to society.

The Board of Chosen Freeholders
on July 21 voted allocate $150,000 of
the grant to the Urban League of
Union County to provide temporary
housing for the parolees. A total of
100 parolees are to helped with the
program expansion.

Besides housing, participants will
receive counseling, employment as-
sistance, job placement, and enroll-
ment in training and education at the
county college from a variety of
sources including Bridgeway Reha-
bilitation Services and Union County
College, the county said in a release.

The program is based upon a sus-
tained case management model for
individuals upon release, for up to six
months. Case managers will offer and
facilitate family reunification and a
variety of community-based services
will be leveraged to provide support
to the parolees.

An individualized case plan is de-

veloped pre-release that reinforces
partnerships with local nonprofits,
faith-based groups, and the Union
County Re-Entry Task Force — a
government board comprised of state
and local agencies, community based
organizations and advocacy groups.

The case plans will ensure that pa-
role officers and case workers work
closely with community groups to
meet immediate needs and assist of-
fenders in making plans for their re-
entry.

With statistics showing that of the
700,000 people released annually
from federal and state prisons, and
another 9 million from local jails,
two-thirds are re-arrested within three
years and half are re-incarcerated,
Freeholder Chair Bruce Bergen en-
dorsed the “second chance” program.

“The question is: how do we get the
positive outcomes that helps these
individuals become productive citi-
zens, reduces stress on the criminal
justice system and makes our com-
munity safer?” he said in the release.
“The answer is through programs such
as “second chance.”

DRUG FIGHT...Clodette Sabatelle and Rep. Leonard Lance laud new drug law.

FLEMINGTON, N.J. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (NJ-07) welcomed
Basking Ridge resident Clodette
Sabatelle to his Flemington Dis-
trict Office to commemorate the
Comprehensive Addiction and Re-
covery Act. Rep. Lance and Ms.
Sabatelle, a leader in the advocacy
group Community in Crisis, and
other New Jersey advocates worked
for the last year to champion the
measure as a way to combat the
rampant drug abuse crisis striking
New Jersey and the nation.

“This significant legislative
package will help make a differ-
ence in the lives of those suffering
from drug addiction. It will also
help empower and equip the loved
ones of those in pain, and the advo-
cacy groups like Community in
Crisis, who devote themselves in
fighting the scourge of this dis-
ease. None of this would have been
possible without the work of people
like Clodette Sabatelle and organi-
zations like Community in Crisis
who helped craft and champion the
Comprehensive Addiction and Re-
covery Act. This is an important
first step in helping many Ameri-
cans,” said Rep. Lance before he
presented Ms. Sabatelle with a
framed copy of the legislation.

Ms. Sabatelle praised Rep. Lance
and the legislation for getting to
the root of the drug abuse issue.
“Community in Crisis of Bernards
Township was extremely happy
upon hearing of Congressman
Lance’s opioid bill. The pills-to-
heroin epidemic starts with over-
prescription. A key part of solving
this crisis must be preventing
people from doctor shopping for
pain meds and controlling opioids
through prescription monitoring
programs. We would like to con-
gratulate and thank Congressman
Lance for his diligent and hard work
towards making this law. Our hopes
are that this public health crisis of
opioid addiction will improve dra-
matically.”

Studies show that opioid addic-
tion is tied strongly to prescription
drug abuse. In 2012, health care
providers wrote 259 million pre-
scriptions to people for opioids.

Rep. Lance’s bill will address that
issue by reforming and improving
the medical drug approval and la-
bel process within the federal Food
and Drug Administration. The bill
also requires the agency to work
closely with expert advisory com-
mittees before making critical
product approval and labeling de-
cisions and to make recommenda-
tions regarding education programs
for prescribers of extended-release
and long-acting opioids. It would
also encourage the development
and approval of opioids with abuse-
deterrent properties. Rep. Lance’s
bill was inserted into Comprehen-
sive Addiction and Recovery Act
along with other pieces of legisla-
tion.
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Westfield Pediatric
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Distracted Driving Ban Gets
Third Attempt In Assembly

PATRIOTIC ENDEAVOR...Members of the Westfield Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR) gather recently at the home of Chapter Regent Lisa Kane
to address and stamp 736 letters to be delivered to active-duty military personnel.
The National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution set the
Guinness World Record for Patriotism by collecting and mailing 100,904 letters
in one month. The DAR is a non-profit, non-political volunteer service organiza-
tion. For information about membership, visit njdar.org.

B’nai B’rith Group
Announces Dinner

AREA — The B’nai B’rith Ketubah

Kean Again Pushes Senate Dems
To Pass Port Authority Legislation
TRENTON — For the second time

in three weeks, Sen. Tom Kean (R-
21, Westfield) called for his Demo-
cratic colleagues in the New Jersey
Senate to move legislation regarding
reforms to the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey.

The latest push came following
comments over the weekend by Port
Authority Inspector General Mike
Nestor that addressed a provision
that would essentially remove Fifth
Amendment protections, the right
against self-incrimination, to inter-
nal disciplinary investigations of em-
ployees and Port Authority Police.

A report Sunday said lobbying ef-
forts by the Port Authority Police Be-
nevolent Association has Democrats
trying to keep the provision in place.

“It may be good for the police,
but it wouldn’t be good for us,” Mr.
Nestor was quoted as saying.

Mr. Kean leaped on the report as
another opportunity to urge Demo-
crats to enact the same legislation as
adopted by New York. Since it is a
bi-state agency, both legislatures
must adopt the same wording for it to
be enforced.

“The Inspector General’s con-
cerns are proof positive that if we
do not enact reforms, the cycle of
waste and abuse at the Port Au-
thority will only continue to grow,”
Mr. Kean said in a release.

“The reforms I sponsor would
uphold transparency and account-
ability at the agency, and ensure
the inspector’s office has the tools
they need to fully investigate alle-
gations of misconduct. We cannot
continue to tie the hands of those
who are working to protect the
millions of commuters who rely on
the services provided by the Port
Authority.”

Three weeks ago, Mr. Kean urged
passage after Port Authority Chair-
man Chairman John Degnan called
on New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo
to approve a new chief executive
from a list of candidates produced
by a search committee appointed
by the governor and his New Jer-
sey counterpart Chris Christie.

For his part, Gov. Christie condi-
tionally vetoed reform legislation
over the exclusion of the “Rule 3”
removal in May, calling it “the an-
tithesis of improving transparency
and accountability” because it
shielded union members from co-
operating in internal investigations.

Mr. Kean derided Senate Presi-
dent Steve Sweeney (D-03, West

Deptford) for admitting he was
holding up the latest measure (S-
355), defending his action by say-
ing he was seeking more stringent
reform but not removing Rule 3.

“Senator Sweeney’s admission
that he is intentionally holding off
on posting this legislation for a
vote is extremely disconcerting,”
Mr. Kean said. “I was also dis-
turbed by reports that Senate Demo-
crats do not recognize the need for
some of the essential accountabil-
ity reforms outlined in my bill and
signed into law in New York.

“Residents of both states have
waited long enough. I urge Senate
Democrats to act in the best inter-
est of the people we serve and ad-
vance these critically-needed re-
forms now.”

Cranford Seniors May
Register For Classes
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Department has
announced that registration will be-
gin on Thursday, September 1, for
senior citizens of Cranford to partici-
pate in all classes and activities.

Registration forms are available at
the Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
For further information, call Lori at
(908) 709-7283.

TRENTON — A bill that report-
edly could equate drinking coffee
behind the wheel with using cell
phones has died in two previous
sessions of the New Jersey Assem-
bly and has been sitting in commit-
tee since January.

Assemblyman John Wisniewski
(D-19, Sayreville) has been de-
fending his bill since reports sur-
faced last week about the “dis-
tracted driving” legislation of which
he is one of two primary sponsors.

The measure would add a provi-
sion to New Jersey law that already
prohibits using mobile phones to
include “any activity unrelated to
the actual operation of a motor ve-
hicle in a manner that interferes with
the safe operation of the vehicle.”

Mr. Wisniewski, who said in De-
cember that he is considering run-
ning for governor next year, has
responded to recent reports about
the bill, saying he doubts a police
officer would issue a ticket for
drinking coffee.

Penalties for violations range
from $200 for a first offense to
$600 for a third offense along with
possible suspension of driving
privileges.

Critics have claimed the lan-
guage is so broad as to include
changing the channel on a radio or
adjusting temperature settings.

This is the third time the bill has
been introduced by Mr.

Wisniewski. It received unanimous
approval of the Assembly’s trans-
portation and independent authori-
ties committee in 2013, but was not
put before the full chamber. It did
not get a vote in committee during
the 2014-2015 session.

In the two previous sessions of the
Assembly, local Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (D-20, Union) was
a primary sponsor on a measure seek-
ing a task force to study the issue.

However, she was neither a pri-
mary or co-sponsor on the actual
bills in 2013 or 2015.

Ms. Quijano was unavailable to
comment, her spokesman Shane Der-
ris said.

The latest version, A1908, was in-
troduced on January 27 and was re-
ferred to the transportation committee.

Unit (55-plus) will meet for dinner at
Costa Verde, located at 6039 State
Highway 35 South, South Amboy, on
Sunday, August 21, at 5:30 p.m.

The cost of the dinner is the price of
one’s own meal. Prospective couples
and singles are welcome to come to
the dinner. Interested persons are
asked to respond to Elaine at (908)
232-0062 no later than Thursday,
August 18.
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County Emergency Services
Available Via Text Message

COUNTY – People in need of
emergency services in Union
County can now request police,
fire or rescue personnel via a text
message to 911 through the
county’s regional dispatch center.

The service, part of a statewide,
collaborative initiative spear-
headed by the New Jersey Office
of Emergency Telecommunica-
tions Services, is intended to “
provide the public with an alterna-
tive means of contact in unusually
dangerous circumstances,” the
county said in a release.

“The new texting service is a
significant addition to Union
County’s public safety toolkit,”
Chairman of the Board of Chosen
Freeholders Bruce Bergen said. “It
provides an additional option for
people with disabilities to contact
911, and it enables persons in im-
mediate danger to call for help
quickly and silently.”

While 17 agencies in nine towns
are contracted to use the Union
County regional dispatch center,
the center will handle emergency
calls and text messages from all 21
municipalities in the county, the

release said.
Texting to 911 may be especially

useful in situations where a poten-
tial victim is afraid of being over-
heard, for example if they are
trapped in their home or workplace
by an intruder.

“In one recent case, a domestic
abuse victim was able to get help by
quietly texting 911 when a voice
call could have exposed her to addi-
tional danger,” said Freeholder An-
gel Estrada, who is chairman of the
county’s public safety/homeland se-
curity committee. “This new ser-
vice brings our dispatch center up to
date on the latest improvements in
emergency communications.”

“It’s always better to call if you
can, but when you can’t call, text,”
Union County Public Safety Direc-
tor Andrew Moran said.

The Union County Regional Dis-
patch Center is staffed by the po-
lice division of the Union County
Department of Public Safety. In ad-
dition to County dispatch services
and the new 911 text service, the
Dispatch Center handles police, fire
and EMS calls for other public
safety agencies.

Lance, Watson Coleman Get
Teachers’ Union Backing

The political fundraising arm of
the New Jersey Education Associa-
tion teachers’ union has recom-
mended to its national organization
to endorse Reps. Leonard Lance (R-
NJ07) and Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-NJ12) as two of 11 candidates
for Congress this year.

Mr. Lance, who is seeking a fourth
term in the House of Representa-
tives, was one of only three Repub-
licans to get the recommendation.
Frank LoBiondo in the second New
Jersey Congressional district and
Tom MacArthur in the third, were
the others. Like Mr. Lance, Messrs.
LiBiondo and MacArthur are in-
cumbents.

Mr. Lance is running against
Democratic challenger Peter Jacob
and Libertarian Dan O’Neill.

The NJEA PAC recommended en-
dorsements for all six incumbent
Democrats, including Ms. Coleman,

who is seeking a second term.
She is running against Republi-

can challenger Steve Uccio and Lib-
ertarian Thomas Fitzpatrick.

The organization is supporting
Democratic challenge Lorna
Philippson against Republican in-
cumbent Chris Smith in the fourth
New Jersey Congressional district
and Democratic challenger Joshua
Gottheimer against Republican in-
cumbent Scott Garrett in the fifth
Congressional district.

The NJEA PAC offered no endorse-
ment for the 11th Congressional dis-
trict. In that race, incumbent Repub-
lican Rodney Frelinghuysen, a 21-
year veteran of the House, is facing
challenges from Democrat Joseph
Wenzel and Libertarian Jeff Hetrick.

New Jersey’s 12-person House
of Representatives delegation is
comprised of six Democrats and six
Republicans.

GRADUATION DAY...The 2016 Union County Sheriff’s Youth Police Academy
graduates pause for a class photograph following their ceremony at the Rahway
High School Performing Arts Center. More than 90 middle and high school
students from throughout Union County participated in this year’s program.

Union County Seeks Adults
as Tree Steward Volunteers

COUNTY — Adults willing to
teach fourth-grade students about
trees and the environment and en-
couraged to enroll for the Union
County’s Master Tree Steward pro-
gram this fall.

Anyone 18 and older is eligible to
become a master tree steward. No
previous experience with trees or
classroom instruction is necessary.

Master tree steward volunteers are
trained and certified by experts from
the Rutgers Cooperative Extension
of Union County. The training course
begins each September and consists
of guided visits to state parks includ-
ing Cheesequake, Hacklebarney and
others.

Each spring the volunteers fan out
to share their knowledge with hun-
dreds fourth-grade students in Union
County schools.

The training includes guidance on
using a Rutgers lesson kit to help
fourth-grade students understand the
importance of tree conservation.
Along with conducting the popular
game of “Tree Jeopardy,” Tree Stew-
ards use fun visual aids from the kit
such as a gigantic pine cone and post-
ers about rubber tapping and cork
harvesting.

Trees are well known for their en-

vironmental role in reducing airborne
pollutants and reducing storm runoff.
Studies have also linked urban trees
to improved public health and safety
as well as economic development.

Trainees visit the New Jersey For-
estry Service to see a tree nursery and
maple sugar demonstration.

Master Tree Stewards can also en-
gage in other tree-related community
service projects throughout the year.

The Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion of Union County is supported
in part by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. The exten-
sion offices are located in the Col-
leen Frasier County Services build-
ing in Westfield, at 300 North Av-
enue East.

Downloadable applications for the
Master Tree Stewards program are
available on page four of the
Extension’s fall brochure, on the
County website at ucnj.org/rce. More
information can be obtained by call-
ing (908) 654-9854, or by emailing
Agent James Nichnadowicz at
jnichnadowicz@ucnj.org. Training
starts on Wednesday, September 7.

TRAIL TEAM...Jersey Care volunteers and Union County Adopt-a-Trail stew-
ards recently helped to re-route a severely eroded section of the Geology Trail in
the Watchung Reservation. A freak summer storm last August deposited eight
inches of rain in one hour, which caused a great deal of damage on trails
throughout the Reservation. Volunteers helped to block the old section of trail and
open a new portion to allow trail users easy and safe access. Additional work for
the trail is planned. Volunteers taking part in Adopt-a-Trail make a two-year
commitment to monitor and maintain a trail or a section of a trail four times a year.
Interested persons are asked to call Parks and Recreation at (908) 789-3683.

Doctor to Discuss Hospice
At Old Guard Meeting

Dr. Jennifer Kral

SUMMIT AREA — Dr. Jennifer
Kral of the Ascend Hospice Group
will speak to the Summit Old Guard at
its Tuesday, August 16 meeting. Her
subject will be “Making Hospice De-
cisions for Loved Ones.”

Dr. Kral will discuss
how grief can affect an
individual’s thinking, the
ethical and cultural issues
facing people at the end of
life, and other therapies
that may be available.

Provided by a team of
physicians, nurses, social
workers and spiritual
counselors, hospice is a
program of medical care
and emotional support for
patients facing a life-lim-
iting illness. Among re-
ported benefits are that pain and symp-
toms are managed, hospitalization
rates reduced, patient and family sat-
isfaction improved, and even life ex-
pectancy extended.

Dr. Kral, whose doctorate is in the

field of physical therapy, will explain
the hospice process. Her current fo-
cus is on orthopedic rehabilitation of
neurological and geriatric patients.

All active men age 50-plus are
invited to attend the
Tuesday morning meet-
ings of the Summit Area
Old Guard. Meetings are
held at the New Provi-
dence Municipal Center,
located at 360 Elkwood
Avenue, New Provi-
dence. A coffee hour
starts at 9:15 a.m., fol-
lowed by a 10 a.m. busi-
ness meeting brightened
by singing and humor.
Guest speakers begin
their talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members
participate in sports, bridge, hikes,
trips, plays, concerts and other cul-
tural events. For more information,
call Jim Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or
log onto the website
summitoldguard.org.

Accident Victims
Attorney

Jon Bramnick
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30 plus Years Experience
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www.bramnicklaw.com
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Karen Fishman Consulting, LLC 
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917-863-5899 

Bookkeeping and Financial Analysis for Small Businesses 

• Monthly Accounting - QuickBooks Certified 

• Financial Statement analysis to find opportunities for maximizing profitability and cashflow 

• Processing Accounts Payables and Receivables  

• Business Planning with Personalized Cash Flow and Earnings Projection Models  

Is bookkeeping taking you away from running your business? 

Do you understand where your cash is going? 

Monthly record keeping offers the opportunity to: 

• spot trends 

• see opportunities to maximize cash, and 

• think strategically. 

Call me to discuss how I can help you organize and understand the financials behind your business.   

Learn more at www.karenfishmanconsulting.com    
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Seat Belt Stop by Union County
Police Uncovers Pistol, Drugs

ELIZABETH — A routine traffic
stop for a passenger seat belt viola-
tion by a Union County Police officer
resulted in the arrest of the driver on
weapons and drug charges, the Union
County Prosecutor’s office said.

Upon stopping the vehicle on a
Elizabeth Street on August 1, officer
Steven Neuman detected the odor of
marijuana from the vehicle and ob-
served bullets and small clear empty
plastic bags in the door pocket, the
prosecutor’s office said in a release

A subsequent search unveiled a
black revolver from the center con-

sole along with several plastic bags
containing suspected marijuana.

Officer Neuman arrested the driver,
23-year-old Daniel Arbelaez-Duque
of Elizabeth. He was charged with
one count of possession of a handgun
and one count of possession of mari-
juana under 50 grams.

Bail was set at $50,000 and he was
incarcerated in Union County Jail
pending a Friday, August 12 court
date. The handgun was to be analyzed
by the Union County Police Forensic
Firearms Identification Unit, the re-
lease said.

Winter Farmers Market Coming to
Summit in January Through April

SUMMIT — An inaugural  “Win-
ter Farmers Market” will be held at
Calvary Episcopal Church on
Woodlawn Avenue beginning in Janu-
ary, Summit Downtown Inc. has an-
nounced.

The nonprofit organization said the
market will be held weekly on Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
church at 21 Woodland Avenue. This
first season will serve as a trial. The
SDI Board of Trustees will assess the
market’s success and decide whether
to continue the Winter Market in 2018.

The move comes “after repeated
requests from vendors and customers
alike,” SDI said in a release.

“A survey of over 100 of the down-
town businesses found that 74 per-
cent were in favor of the one-year trial
of the winter market with the hopes of

bringing people into the downtown
businesses during the slower winter
months,” it said.

The market sales will continue into
April 2017.

The summer farmers market has
become a favorite community meet-
ing spot and a regional destination,
SDI said.

Applications and guidelines are still
being developed and will be different
from those for the summer market.
No vendors who directly compete
with downtown businesses will be
accepted. Once the application and
guidelines are finalized, they will be
available on summitdowntown.org.

Union Police Seek Help to
Solve Shooting, Robbery

UNION — Police have asked for
the public’s help in identifying and
search for two black men, one thin
one heavy, that are believed to be
responsible for a robbery and a shoot-
ing that left a 50-year-old woman
hospitalized with non-life-threaten-
ing injuries.

The shooting and robbery occurred
separately, police said, on August 3 at
approximately 11 p.m. A police of-
ficer responding to a call of gunshots
being heard on Union Avenue was
flagged down by a resident on Amherst
Avenue who said his mother was
bleeding and needed help.

The victim, who was not identified,
complained of pain in her leg/thigh
area, and the officer determined she
was connected with the call he was
responding to and wounded when
shots came through her front door.

She was transported to University
Hospital in Newark. Within 15 min-
utes of the initial call, police received
a report of a robbery on Stecher Place.

The victim in the robbery reported
he was on the front steps of his home
when two black men, one thin and
one heavy, approached him, pointed
a gun at him and took his cell phone
and other possessions.The men ran to
a dark SUV on Stuyvesant Avenue
and fled the area.

Detectives investigating these the
reports believe they are related and
that the same suspects also commit-
ted a robbery with shots fired in
Linden.The crimes are being investi-
gated by Det. Anthony Lagoa.

Police have asked that anyone with
information about these crimes to call
the Union Police Department detec-
tive bureau at (908) 851-5030.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Letters to
the Editor

The Westfield Board of Health Met,
Discussed Zika, Lyme and West Nile

A Thank You to
The Garwood Police
Safety in our towns can sometimes

be taken for granted and now more
than ever in this world, our police
need to know how much they are
appreciated.

I posted a request on Facebook
event page asking for volunteers to
step up to the plate and make August
1-5 Police Appreciation Week in our
little town.

The overwhelming support comes
to no surprise to this “small town big
heart”.

As soon as I created an event page
on Facebook many people signed up
to bring tokens of appreciation such
as food deliveries donated from local
establishments and churches, some
people whipped up delicious dinners,
we had a few monetary donations,
thank you cards created by children,
“survival bags” for the officers filled
with goodies, some even walked in
with just a handshake uttering the
words ‘thank you for keeping us
safe’......and so much more.

The overwhelming efforts of gen-
erosity have made the one week into
a whole month now as people are still
walking in to the police department to
say thanks and this really warms my
heart.

So if you happen to drive through
our little town and see blue ribbons
wrapped around poles or trees (which
is happening soon), you will know
and understand the appreciation for
our Garwood Police Department.

Thank you, and a big shout out to
Garwood for coming together as a
loving community to support our po-
lice department.

Let’s keep this momentum going
and feel free to continue dropping off
tokens of appreciation.

Kathleen (Kat) Patterson
Garwood

The Westfield Regional Health
Department provides information to
and facilitates Zika testing for local
physicians and residents. Fortunately,
the mosquitoes that can transmit Zika
are not currently present in New Jer-
sey. However, the virus is also trans-
mitted sexually and is of great con-
cern to pregnant women who may
have been exposed that way or trav-
eled to Zika infested areas. The State
Health Department has made our
health department and other local
departments responsible for much of
the response concerning Zika virus,
without any additional resources.

Of note, West Nile virus has actu-
ally caused more disease in New Jer-
sey than Zika virus. West Nile virus is
transmitted by mosquitoes that are
present in our area, so mosquito con-
trol is still very important. Each of us
should lessen standing water around
our homes since even a thimble
amount of water could promote mos-
quito breeding. Please do not allow
rainwater to accumulate in roofline
gutters or pool covers or in objects
like toys and tires that may be on your
property.

In addition, 7 residents were re-
ported with confirmed Lyme disease
in July. Lyme disease is spread by
ticks and residents should avoid di-
rect contact with them to help prevent
Lyme disease. Some simple precau-
tions include the following:

1) Avoid wooded and bushy areas
with high grass and leaf litter.

2) Walk in the center of trails.
3) Use appropriate insect repel-

lants.
4) After an outing, check your chil-

dren and yourself for ticks and re-
move any ticks found.

5) Check your pets for ticks daily,
especially after they are outside, and
remove any ticks found.

6) Clear tall grasses and brush from
your yard to make it less tick friendly.

More information can be found at
www.westfieldnj.gov/health.

The Health Department responded
to more environmental complaints in
July than in any previous month. The
department has received 100 com-
plaints this year to date, compared
with 93 in all of 2015. For example,
this month the department investi-
gated 9 complaints about rats, eight

about poison ivy and seven about
stagnant water.

These problems increase in the sum-
mer, but seem to be worse this year. If
you have a rat infestation or poison
ivy on your property, you must elimi-
nate these hazards to protect your
family and your neighbors. Please
make sure that your trash is in a cov-
ered hard can or receptacle impervi-
ous to animals. Also, please do not
feed stray animals.

The department completed its To-
bacco Age of Sale Enforcement pro-
gram for the year. Four retail estab-
lishments were cited for selling to-
bacco to underage minors, compared
to two last year, both of which were
repeat offenders. All 4 cases will be
tried in municipal court.

In June, 18 retail food establish-
ments were inspected. All were satis-
factory.

Four public school, 4 county school
and 2 preschool immunization audits
were completed in June. All 323 pub-
lic and 110 county school children
were properly vaccinated for compli-
ance rates of 100 percent. The school
nurses were congratulated for their
excellent work. The 2 preschools had
compliance rates of 90 and 94 per-
cent and both were counseled. Re-
audit compliance rates were 100 per-
cent for both programs.

The Health Department is sponsor-
ing health screenings with Overlook
Hospital at the Overlook Downtown
Center, 357 Springfield Avenue in
Summit. Bone density, glucose and
blood pressure screenings will be on
Mondays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. There
is a $10 charge for bone density and
the other screenings are free. For more
information and to register, please
contact the Overlook Community
Health Department at 1-800-247-
9580.

Information about all of the Health
Department’s activities is available
on its website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
August 1 meeting will be posted after
review and approval at our Septem-
ber 12 meeting, which starts at 5 p.m.
in the Municipal Building. The pub-
lic is invited to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

Councilwoman Seeks Public Input
On Garwood Development Plan

As many of you know, the Garwood
Planning Board and Borough Coun-
cil have been working for years to
help facilitate proper redevelopment
of South Avenue (often known as the
Casale/Petro properties) to revitalize
our downtown. Both political parties
have made this a key issue on their
platforms year after year. What ex-
actly constitutes “proper” redevelop-
ment is in the eye of the beholder, of
course. As your representative, I look
forward to continuing to hear your
thoughts as I prepare to vote on the
South Avenue Redevelopment Plan,
which is tentatively scheduled for
Tuesday, September 13th (and will
likely be confirmed by the time this
letter is published). Please reach out
to me at stodisco@garwood.org or
908-377-7890.

I urge my fellow elected officials to
keep an open mind as well. However,
I am perplexed by the “No” votes,
without explanation, by three of my
colleagues (Republicans Mrs.
Cuccaro, Mr. Mathieu, and Mr. Sarno)
at the last Council meeting when it
came time to introduce the redevel-
opment plan. Introducing the plan
allows for the next step in the process:
a public hearing. Why vote to stop it
from coming up for a formal public
discussion? Interestingly, it’s uncom-
mon for council people to vote “No”
at introduction, unless they plan to
vote “No” at adoption as introduction
allows for a discussion and final vote
for the matter to either pass or fail. I
sincerely hope this does not mean
their minds are already made up, but
the evidence is pointing in that direc-
tion.

The Garwood Republican
Facebook page has dubbed it the
“Overdevelopment Plan,” yet the plan
we received in our Council email is
titled, “The South Avenue Transit
Oriented Development Plan.” See the
spin? Additionally, Councilwoman
Cuccaro has already publicly voiced
her staunch opposition during the
Planning Board hearings on this mat-
ter in April’s meeting at Lincoln
School.

At the June 14th Council meeting,
Councilman Mathieu stated he wanted
the vote to take place in September
because he did not yet understand the
plan, thus would have to vote “No” if

asked at that time. Shouldn’t it have
been his job to already understand the
plan as he is the Council’s liaison to
the Planning Board and has attended
all the meetings? Also, he wanted
more time to hear from the people.
Now that the vote won’t be until Sep-
tember, I hope Mr. Mathieu gains that
much needed understanding and lis-
tens to all the people, whether they
are for or against the plan. It would be
disingenuous to ask someone their
opinion as though you value it when
you already have your opinion formed.

It’s important to note that this po-
tential Redevelopment Plan is just a
general plan for this property and
reflects the preference towards mixed-
use development as demonstrated by
the public when the approximately
$100,000 2010 NJ Transit Village
Study was conducted at no charge to
the Borough. It is only one step in the
redevelopment process, not the exact
plan of any one developer. A specific
plan would need to be vetted in depth
by the Planning Board through the
site plan review process and the Coun-
cil, through negotiations of the
financials and more.

I encourage you to attend the pub-
lic hearing on this redevelopment plan
and to contact me, along with the
Mayor and my fellow council people,
to make sure your voice is heard.

Sara Todisco
Garwood Councilwoman

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Editor’s Note: Dear Councilwoman
Todisco,

Last month I wrote my thoughts on
the project and posted this report at
www.timesnj.com/forum/garwood/
garwood.pdf  Also please see,
www.timesnj.com/forum/garwood/

Please share these thoughts with all
you feel would be useful, mayor and
council. I'd like to have your thoughts
on the issues addressed. Essentially, I
call for a financial plan at this time -
regardless of how preliminary - to be
able to understand how this project
would work.

Regards, Horace Corbin
Westfield Leader and The Times

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Keddah – An elephant trap
2. Mabble – To wrap
3. Heuretic – A branch of logic dealing

with discovery or invention
4. Pertussis – Whooping cough

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PERRIER
1. The head of a household in France
2. A hat maker; haberdasher
3. An investigator or detective
4. A medieval catapult for hurling

stones
PONTACQ

1. A slingshot
2. A river of southeast Michigan that

empties into Lake Erie
3. A type of red wine
4. An engineer who specializes in build-

ing temporary bridges
HEMATEMESIS

1. The passage or velosity of red blood
cells

2. Verility; manliness
3. The transformation of blood in the

lungs from venous blood to arterial blood
4. To vomit blood

SPIV
1. A person who lives by his wits,

without doing any work
2. Speaking rapidly
3. An organ stop producing a thin,

reedy sound
4. Wreathed; coiled; curly

See more letters on page 5

Freeholder Chairman
Bruce Bergen

bbergen@ucnj.org
(908) 527-4419

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Kudos to Emergency Responders
For Dedication and Selflessness

Surprise! New Jersey Ranks
Among Most Expensive States

One of the greatest assets of any community, whether it
be a bustling metropolis or the tiniest hamlet, is its corps
of emergency responders. These men and women include
law enforcement officers, firefighters and emergency
medical technicians, paid as well as volunteer. Twenty-
four hours a day, seven days a week, year-round, they
collectively “answer the call” of their neighbors in need,
sometimes even their own family, and often at risk to their
own lives or safety.

Overlook Medical Center recently recognized 16 area
emergency responders for their exceptional dedication
and skill, presenting them with the 2016 EMT Excellence
Awards. They were honored at a dinner in Berkeley
Heights, during which master of ceremonies Eric Perez,
Overlook’s assistant medical director, described how they
respond to all sorts of emergencies, and “show up with
hope.”

Among the EMTs lauded for their service were rescue
squad personnel Steven Korba, Westfield; Steven Davies,
Scotch Plains; Joan Lozowski, a volunteer with both the
Fanwood and Scotch Plains squads; Chris Sileo,
Mountainside; Charles Hallax, Cranford; Joe Plocinski,
Berkeley Heights; Daniel Sheldon, Clark; Jenny Pernell,
Plainfield, and David Schempp, Summit. Joining them
were Tim Brown, Chatham; Glenn Cassidy, Union; Susan
Crum, New Providence; Stuart Maslow, Springfield; Carly
Snyder, Long Hill; Paula Moszcsynski, Watchung, and
Captain Steven Spurr of the Union Fire Department.

Each of these individuals, and the colleagues with
whom they serve, bring their training, their knowledge

and their own special talents to each call they answer and
to the overall success of their units. Some were inspired to
join the squad after a pivotal local or national event, and
many have racked up impressive résumés of service over
their years as EMTs. Several joined their units as teens.

A member of the Scotch Plains squad since 1989 and the
Fanwood squad since 2011, Ms. Lozowski has logged
19,000 calls, more than anyone else on either squad. Mr.
Schempp, who sought to help the Summit squad after 9/11
but originally saw himself in a landscaping capacity,
subsequently trained as an EMT and today serves as a
crew chief. He has been instrumental in the squad obtain-
ing close to $600,000 in grants. Mr. Korba found his
motivation to become an EMT when, as a special-educa-
tion teacher, he was involved in a situation requiring CPR.

For some, EMT service will always be an integral part
of family history. Mr. Sheldon is a second-generation
member of the Clark squad, serving alongside his mother,
Laurie. Perhaps the most poignant story is that of Mr.
Hallax, who last year saved the life of his mother after she
suffered a heart attack at home, performing CPR until
Cranford police got there with a defibrillator. His mother
was on hand for the awards presentation.

Congratulations to all the recipients of the EMT Excel-
lence Awards, past and present, as well as to their fellow
emergency responders. All faithfully serve their commu-
nities with dedication and distinction. We hope their
example will inspire others to join their ranks, to ensure
that every unit will continue to be able to answer every
call, and to “bring hope” to those in need.

New numbers are out, and we’re sure you’re shocked,
absolutely shocked, to learn that New Jersey is one of the
most expensive states in which to reside.

According to the Tax Foundation — a 79-year-old
independent tax research foundation — data from the
federal government’s Bureau of Economic Analysis shows
that New Jersey is the fourth-worst state for cost-of-living
— third if you don’t consider the District of Columbia a
state.

The Tax Foundation’s calculations show that what you
can get on average in the United States for $100 (say in
Florida for instance), will cost you about $13 more in New
Jersey.

Using the nationwide average, you can get $100.91
worth of goods and services for $100 in the Sunshine
State, and all of $87.34 in the Garden State.

Also not surprising is the fact that in all of the northeast
“progressive” states — save for Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island and Maine — your $100 gets you less than $100
worth of goods and services.

In just about every other state, you know — flyover
country, from Ohio to the other “progressive” bastions of
California and Washington — your $100 buys you more
than $100 worth of stuff.

The only exceptions are Illinois, Colorado and Oregon.
Not much of a revelation there, either.

Your dollar goes farthest in Mississippi ($115.34),

Arkansas ($114.29) and Alabama ($113.90).
Most assuredly, population density factors into why

New Jersey and the other northeastern states have higher
costs of living. More people means more demand. The
basic principle of economics is supply and demand.

But it can’t account for all of a better than $26 difference
between New Jersey and South Dakota ($113.64), or
nearly a $24 gap with Tennessee.

Taxes and regulation suppress supply, the other half of
the equation. Those push prices higher — much higher. As
private industry is pushed out, government steps in, which
causes more taxes and pushes more businesses out. The
downward spiral is fairly evident.

Of course, there are some who sneer at the notion of
living in Mississippi, Arkansas or Alabama — or even
adopting some of their ways.

They will probably mimic Robert Redford’s character
from the 1969 film Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid.
Distraught upon his arrival in Bolivia and discovering that
the South American country was poor, he is told by
Cassidy (Paul Newman) that one gets a lot more for his
money in Bolivia.

“What could they have here that you could possibly
want to buy?” he sarcastically cracks.

By the way, Bolivia, one of the richest countries in terms
of natural resources, is run by socialist Evo Morales and
is one of the poorest countries on Earth.

VOTE FOR
WHOM? WHY?
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Lesniak’s Corruption Letter Is Like
The Pot Calling the Kettle Black

Both Have Tar on Them; But Don’t
Select a King, Dictator or Duce

Senator Lesniak had recently written
a letter to the local news media
[Westfield Leader] using ominous terms
like “corruption”, “abuse”, “pad pen-
sions”, and “favor political support-
ers.” He continues on, asking the NJ
state comptroller to investigate “waste,
fraud and abuse in government” and
pointed to targets such as the City of
Paterson, the Port Authority and the
Elizabeth Board of Education. For some
reason he left out the Union County
government and their various entities
and authorities which is in his senato-
rial jurisdiction and he would know
quite well.

We as residents of Union county urge
the Senator to have the comptroller
investigate Union county government
and their abuses. Let’s list just some
examples using Lensiak’s terms:

Pension padding- Union county gov-
ernment gave senator Codey’s brother,
Robert, a $45,000 bump in salary to
make more money than his boss made.
Robert Codey retired exactly one year
later and this bumped his pension up by
30 percent. Recently, sitting union
county freeholder Mirabella was “given”
a double dip job as the business admin-
istrator of Scotch Plains. He was hired
even though he had no experience for it
and was given a $25,000 raise over the
last BA’s salary. Somehow he was hired
with priority over a war veteran that did
have BA experience. This job in three
years will increase freeholder
Mirabella’s public pension by 600 per-
cent.

Favoring political supporters: UC
government gave a $200,000 resolution
to Gary Taffet of Acrisure for some
tepid study. Gary Taffet is of the infamy
as McGreevy’s chief of staff who was
forced to resign that position due to an
insider stock trading scandal. Tafett had
donated $17,000 in 4 years mostly to the
freeholders’ campaigns. I pointed this
grievous scandal out to freeholder chair
Hudak that year and he just smiled
blankly. His own campaign was on the
receiving end of $1,200 three months
before. The law firm of DeCotiis
Fitpatrick over the years has donated
$270,000 to the freeholders and their
cronies, and in return has received $9
million in contracts from UCG, UCUA
and UCIA in 5 years. In fact run down
most of the county’s engineering, legal
and architectural firms who are awarded
non-competitive contracts versus these
firms’ donations to the freeholders and

their cronies and one gets a serious quid
pro quo feeling. Wonder where these
firms get all that money to donate?

Corruption and abuse: Although these
are gray terms, two possible examples
are: UC Sheriff Cryan who, at one time
was an assemblyman and shared an
office with Senator Lesniak, was found
to have lied to Prosecutors during an
investigation. Back then he also sent
out 150 sexual emails from his com-
puter. It was a proven a public computer
but unsure if it was on a Union county
computer or Lesniaks office computer
system since no further investigation
was made. Cryan received no legal re-
percussions. Regarding past Union
county manager George Devanney, the
UC Prosecutor did an investigation of
cash flow and finances of his annual pet
program “Musicfest” and found
untracked hidden monies in a county
safe, a hidden amount of $100,000 in a
Union County performing arts center
account and even $40,000 in missing
monies; along with a strange action of
Devanney “structuring” multiple money
deposits to the local bank. By law banks
have to notify the IRS of any deposits
over $10,000. Structuring is done by
multiple and separate deposits each less
than the reportable $10,000 limit to
avoid any notification. Oddly, the pros-
ecutor found no criminal actions in any
of this nor did he investigate prior year’s
Musicfests. Coincidentally, the county
manager decided to retire one week
before the prosecutor’s report was re-
leased to the public. Another coinci-
dence by the way is the county manager
is Senator Lesniak’s nephew.

A possible reason Senator Lesniak
may not have used Union County gov-
ernment in his letter may be that over 10
years ago, in an article in the Star Led-
ger, he proudly proclaimed himself to
be the political boss of the area control-
ling appointees, political candidates and
awarding of government contracts. I
suppose, if he had used Union County
government in his letter as an example,
the waste, abuse and corrupted system
compass could have pointed right at
him.

Plenty more examples of this county
abuse can be found in the archived
chronicles on the website of the
“countywatchers.com”. I not so fondly
refer to Union County as the “Soprano
County”.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

I rise in denunciation of Mr. Trump
and his campaign. And I call on all
Americans, but especially Republi-
cans, to do so as well. He outrages me
by his overt ties to racist group and
making fear-mongering the center-
piece of his campaign. He frightens
me by his consistent ignorance of
basics and his manifest extreme end
of the narcissist range. He troubles
me deeply by his relations with Rus-
sia. He offends me by being a charla-
tan – he has by now proven that any
notion of competency is a myth. He
disappoints me by not being able to
coherently present any real ideas, just
vague promises that no one, I trust,
actually takes seriously.

People are fed up. This is reality.
But first of all, it is Congress, not the
president, not even the unfortunate
Dubya, that garnered a 90 percent
disapproval rating. 90 percent means

everybody, not just Republicans. We
live in a constitutional democracy.
We don’t have the option to select a
king, or dictator, or duce. Nor can we
expect any President to single-
handedly make change the way they
might. So if not duce- then what’s the
plan?

Hillary Clinton has tar on her. Per-
haps that’s why for many people she
doesn’t pass the smell test. But Donald
Trump is the whole can of tar. He is
tar. There are no boundaries to his
behavior.

I admire Gary Johnson, and have
since the first time I heard him speak.
I would feel no shame voting for him.
But if think if there is the merest
chance that it is a close race on elec-
tion day, I will hold my nose and vote
to defeat Trump, as my civic duty.

Ron Snyder
Westfield

Lance Statement On Iranian Hostage
Ransom Payment by Obama

FLEMINGTON, N.J. — Congress-
man Leonard Lance (NJ-07) last week
released the following statement af-
ter media reports of the Obama
Administration’s secretly shipping
$400 million to Iran while the Irani-
ans released some American hostages
they were holding last January:

“Iranian officials are bragging to
the international community and the
vast terrorist network that they co-
erced a significant ransom payment
out of the Obama Administration.
These damning reports put a bounty
on every American. We already knew
the world was less safe from this

Administration’s catering to Iranian
demands, but this revelation is a stun-
ning new low. And this news comes
as many grieving U.S. families con-
tinue to await compensation for the
murder of their loved ones by terror-
ists funded and supported by the
Iranian government. The irony is
sickening. I call on Congress to in-
vestigate this matter.”

Rep. Lance is authoring legislation
that would end taxpayer-funded pay-
ments to Iran and has cosponsored leg-
islation enabling Americans to pursue
damages against state sponsors of ter-
ror.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

nandcjewelers@gmail.com

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm • Thursday: 10am to 7pm

Saturday: 10am to 5pm • Sunday: Closed

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS AND TRUSTS.
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

201 SOUTH AVE
WESTFIELD

654-8885

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

DIVORCE LAW

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

REAL ESTATE

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Sweeney Applauded for Putting Foot
Down with Public Sector Unions

Boonton, N.J. – Americans for Pros-
perity is applauding Senate President
Steve Sweeney for standing up to the
bully tactics of two of the state’s most
powerful unions: the New Jersey
Education Association (NJEA) and
the New Jersey Fraternal Order of
Police (FOP).

According to a report in Politico
today, Sen. Sweeney has called for a
federal and state investigation into
the unions after the NJEA threatened
to halt all political donations to the
Democratic Party unless their de-
mands to put a constitutional amend-
ment on pensions on the November
ballot were met. The article states
Sen. Sweeney received a similar threat
from FOP president Bob Fox.

“AFP applauds Sen. Sweeney for
putting put his foot down and stand-
ing up to the unions’ intimidation
tactics,” said AFP state director Erica
Jedynak. “Whether it’s a constitu-
tional amendment or long overdue
pension reform, these issues deserve
public discourse in an open forum
and not relegated to back-room deals.”

“AFP has long advocated for all
parties to come together around the
table and address this crisis. We un-
derstand the concerns of rank and file

union members, but the solution must
be a fair one to all New Jerseyans not
just a select few,” continued Jedynak.
“Moreover, this crisis should not be
dealt with by succumbing to this kind
of politics. We give credit to Sen.
Sweeney for not doing so.”

For further information, please con-
tact Mike Proto at MProto@afphq.org
or 201-400-3666.

Letters to the Editor

Narrow Special Interest Will Tax Us
Right Out Of Our Homes

There has been a heated debate in
Trenton to place on this November’s bal-
lot a public referendum mandating pen-
sion payments for state workers.

Make no mistake about it, passing this
public question will represent a $3.5 bil-
lion tax hike that our state’s struggling
families just can’t afford.

Here are the facts:
Public worker retirees continue to re-

ceive, without interruption, their pension
checks.

Public worker retirees, many of whom
receive lifetime health benefits as well,
have never been denied coverage.

Many of these retirees no longer live in
New Jersey and aren’t contributing to the
health of our state’s economy.

But let me tell you what is impacted if
this flawed ballot question becomes law:

Seniors and struggling middle class
families will pay more in taxes for less
service... over $3.5 billion more.

Tens of thousands of construction jobs
will be lost because the Transportation
Trust Fund, which funds upgrades to our
aging bridges and pothole-scarred roads,
is bone dry.

Critical funds for our public schools
will be denied because there just won’t be
a way to pay for them.

By the way, I am not alone in my
criticism... Newspaper editorials from
throughout the state have urged rejection
of the pension ballot question. Here are
but a few examples of what they had to
say:

“‘... lawmakers would be left with two
miserable choices – massive cuts to other
programs, or massive tax hikes. He
(Christie) even asked for a show of hands
from anyone willing to accept a 10 per-
cent sales tax, or a 23 percent income tax
increase, to accommodate the payments.
There weren’t many takers.” – Asbury
Park Press Editorial: Pension amendment
a potential disaster (Jan. 15, 2016)

“What supporters of the constitutional
amendment don’t talk about, however,
and what should be included in any ballot
question on this issue, is the fact that this
guarantee would continue regardless of
whether the state can reasonably afford it.
No matter how deep cuts have to go or
how high taxes must rise to come up with
the money, those pension payments come
first. Everything else will be secondary.”

– Gannett NJ Editorial: NJ can’t afford to
lock in pensions (June 7, 2016)

“Why should the average New Jersey
resident care about this? Because we face
enormous increases in health and pen-
sion costs over the next several years.
Without a second round of cuts in ben-
efits, that will force big tax increases and
meaty spending cuts in core areas like
education... “But public workers con-
tinue to receive health benefits that are far
more generous than those enjoyed by the
typical taxpayers. The cost is about 50
percent more than the average plan in the
private sector...” – Star Ledger Editorial,
Dec. 13, 2015

Call your legislators today and urge
them to put the state’s nine million resi-
dents first before a narrow special interest
which will literally tax us right out of our
homes. We’re counting on you. Thanks.

William Mullen, President
NJ State Building and Construction

Trades Council

Westfield Neighbors Object To
‘Egregious Laundry List Variances’

I am writing this letter to the editor
as a representative of a neighborhood
group that has formed to object to and
fight against an out of town builder
seeking multiple variances, includ-
ing zoning use, to build six very large
townhomes at 1481 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Currently, one very special single
family home sits on the property.  The
Daniel Pierson home, built in 1755,
was one of Westfield’s first homes
but would sadly be torn down to make
way for Country Classic’s proposed
six townhome units.  Each unit would
measure over 2,600 square feet on
average of finished living space not
including over 1,100 square feet of
combined garage and unfinished
space making over 3,700 square feet
in total per unit.  This is well above
the average size of many freestanding
homes in Westfield.

Worse yet, the land in question for
the proposed townhomes is currently
part of the RS-12 residential zone.
The builder, totally ignoring land or-
dinances as well as the desires of the
entire surrounding community, has
the audacity to be requesting seven
variances, from what we could gather,
from the Planning and Zoning Board
that include such things as almost
doubling allowable building cover-

age (19.6% vs. 10%), 3.5 stories vs.
2.5 stories, Floor Area Ratio cover-
age (FAR) of 36.1% to the 20% max
allowed, All Improvements Cover-
age of 45.1% vs. the 20% max al-
lowed, as well as multiple setback
and units per acre variances.

We ask Westfield residents to sup-
port and unite with us, your neigh-
bors, family, and friends, to stop this
urbanization and overcrowding of our
historic community’s lands, roads, and
schools.  Reach out to fellow
Westfielders and spread the word that
we as the voting public will no longer
quietly accept the passing of egre-
gious laundry list variances for the
sake of greedy developers.  Please
attend the upcoming Planning and
Zoning Board meetings with us so we
can strike down Country Classic’s
townhouse proposal and all the asso-
ciated variances requested as a uni-
fied force.  Also, spread the word to
your town council members and
Mayor that this sprawl is not accept-
able under any terms and that they
have a fiduciary responsibility to rep-
resent the desires of their constituents
in these matters.

Aaron Turnof
Westfield

Told To Store the Debris Until
April of 2017 Is Unacceptable

I have just returned from a very
pleasant vacation to find a very un-
pleasant notice in my mailbox that I
am in violation of township ordinance
15-2 5. It seems that I left some
branches cut into reasonable size in
reasonable expectation that our town-
ship would provide removal due to
the severity of the storm in heavily
treed areas.

However, I have just read in The
Times [Scotch Plains-Fanwood] that
our township manager (Mr. Alex
Mirabella who we were able to lure
from the insurance industry with his
vast experience in township manage-
ment(?) at an increase of $30,000
over our previous manager due to his
in-depth knowledge in this area and
his ability to greatly increase his pen-
sion benefits) claims there is not
enough room in the budget for such a
pick up and workers are involved in
other projects.

In the meantime our mayor is
politizing that he wants to reduce our

township taxes next year. How can
our taxes be decreased when there is
not enough in the budget to handle
unexpected storms?

I think the mayor and administrator
have graduated from the university of
wizardry.

I do not disagree with the intention
of the ordinance, as it is unsightly to
have debris at curbside. Getting a
notice from the township when you
make a reasonable expectation and
told you have to store the same debris
until April of 2017 is unacceptable.
Please remember the services pro-
vided when the mayor comes up for
reelection and provide a new mayor
who in turn can provide a new town-
ship manager (assuming he doesn’t
have a golden parachute).

John Hennessy
Scotch Plains

Internet Lawn Signs
www.timesnj.com/
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Library Friends to Accept
Book Sale Donations Soon

FANWOOD — Donation days
will begin soon for the 30th con-
secutive Friends of the Fanwood
Memorial Library Fall Book Sale.
The all-volunteer group will start
accepting books, DVDs and CDs
on Friday, September 9, and the
sale begins on Thursday, Septem-
ber 15. All book sale activity will
occur at the Forest Road Park build-
ing, located at 153 Forest Road,
Fanwood.

As always, books are sorted by
subject for easy browsing: history,
romance, classics, art, cookbooks,
politics, crafts, science, parenting,
children and general fiction. The
Friends’ experiment with vinyl
records did not produce anticipated
results, so the group will not ac-
cept records this year.

“The book sale is an important
event for so many people in
Fanwood and surrounding commu-
nities,” said Carol Campell, presi-
dent of the Friends. “It’s a happen-
ing. And we could not do it without
so many volunteers, ably headed
by Thena Rosahl, who just keeps
the process moving so smoothly!

Every penny earned is plowed back
into the library. The Friends funds
programming and special events,
covering projects and purchases
the library’s budget cannot.”

Last year’s sale raised nearly
$10,000, which supports programs,
materials and equipment that en-
rich and educate people of all ages,
from the children’s summer read-
ing program, theater workshops and
hands-on animal shows to teen
book clubs and the series of fam-
ily-friendly programs called First
Sundays.

The Friends enable the library to
continue its offerings throughout
the year. Library visitors depend
on the fax machine, audiovisual
system and other equipment pro-
vided by the 30-year-old volunteer
organization. The Friends also sup-
ports building improvements. “As
we anticipate going forward with
our renovation plan,” said Ms.
Campell, “we will need to help the
library more than ever. Please con-
sider donating, shopping, and vol-
unteering.”

The Friends welcomes lightly-
used hardcover and paperback
books, DVDs and CDs. All dona-
tions, sorting and selling will take
place at Forest Road Park in the
red brick building. Donation days
are as follows: Friday, September
9, 1 to 5 p.m.; Saturday, September
10, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Monday, Sep-
tember 12, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Tues-
day, September 13, 1 to 8 p.m., and
Wednesday, September 14, 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

The sale days will begin Thurs-
day, September 15, with a Mem-
bers’ Night from 5 to 8 p.m., during
which Friends of the Fanwood and
Scotch Plains libraries will have
first pick of items for sale. Anyone
may join for $15 at the door. The
sale will continue on Friday and
Saturday, September 16 and 17,
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days,
and Sunday, September 18, from
noon to 5 p.m. This final day of the
sale will be “Bag Day,” when cus-
tomers can fill a provided bag.

To join the more than 60 volun-
teers active with the Friends, con-
tact friends@fanwoodlibrary.org.
For more information,  visi t
fanwoodlibrary.org/get-involved/
friends. Additional questions or
concerns may be e-mailed to
friends@fanwoodlibrary.org. The
Fanwood Memorial Library is lo-
cated at 5 Forest Road, Fanwood.

BOOK BONANZA...The Friends of the Fanwood Memorial Library will accept
books, DVDs and CDs next month for the organization’s 30th consecutive Fall
Book Sale, which will take place September 15 to 18 at the Forest Road Park
building in Fanwood. Pictured, a man browses the vast selection of books at a
previous Friends’ sale.

– Obituaries –

Dr. Greg Josephsen Joins
Local Dental Practice

Dr. Greg Josephsen

Drs. Trudy Burke and Heather
Kobos are honored and proud that
Dr. Greg Josephsen made a deci-
sion to join our practice
this past winter. He has
been out of  dental
school and his general
practice residency for
several years and comes
to our office with a wide
range of experience.
Many of our patients
have worked with him.
For those who have not,
we are very pleased to
introduce him to you.

Dr. Greg was born
and raised in West
Caldwell, N.J. He at-
tended James Caldwell
High School and graduated Magna
Cum Laude with an Honors B.S.
degree in Biology from St. Anselm
College in 2009. He then went on
to earn his DMD degree from Tufts
Dental School in Boston, Mass.
While at Tufts, Dr. Greg completed
the Postgraduate Prosthodontics
Elective program, which is offered
to select students who have ex-
celled in providing excellent clini-
cal care to their patients. In addi-
tion to this, he was inducted to the
inaugural class of the Honos
Civicus Society at Tufts for his
commitment to civic engagement
and community service in the den-
tal field.

Dr. Greg completed an additional

year of training at the General Prac-
tice Residency Program at Johns
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore,

Md. While at Johns
Hopkins, he treated
complex dental cases
and performed ad-
vanced oral surgical, re-
storative and root canal
procedures. He has also
lectured at the Johns
Hopkins School of
Medicine on oral
anatomy, pathology,
and common restorative
techniques. He is the
providing dentist at the
Crane’s Mill Retire-
ment Community and
an active member of the

Academy of General Dentistry as
well. Dr. Greg has completed hun-
dreds of hours of continuing edu-
cation in order to better serve his
patients’ needs.

In his spare time, Dr. Greg en-
joys spending time with his wife,
Catie, and son, Grady, exercising,
and playing the bass guitar.

Drs. Trudy M. Burke, Heather
Kobos and Greg Josephsen

1949 Westfield Avenue
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 322-1200
web address:

TrudyBurkedds.com

Paid Bulletin Board
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Milt Kupfer, 88, Lived In Westfield;
Loving Husband and Father of Six

Milt Kupfer

Thomas Milton “Milt” Kupfer, a
loving husband and father of six,
passed away on Friday, July 29,
2016, at the age of 88, in Fort
Myers, Fla.

Milt was born on October 31,
1927 in Kenosha, Wis.,
to Emily and Omer
Kupfer, and was one of
two sons. He graduated
from the University of
Notre Dame in 1949,
where he earned a de-
gree in accounting and
played the clarinet in
the marching band. He
went to work for
Haskins & Sells, now
Deloitte, in the Chi-
cago office. He then
served for two years in
the armed services in
the Korean War before
returning to Deloitte. He was trans-
ferred to New York City and worked
in the tax department, where he later
became head tax partner until his
retirement in 1988.

He married Bette Shoemaker in
1952, and they celebrated their 64th
wedding anniversary this July. Milt
and Bette and their children moved
to Westfield in 1960 and lived there
for over 50 years before residing
full time at The Forest Country

Club in Fort Myers, Fla.
Milt was an active parishioner at

St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
and a board member of Youth and
Family Counseling Service and The
Westfield Foundation. He also was

an avid golfer and
racquet sports enthusi-
ast at Echo Lake Coun-
try Club and the
Westfield Tennis Club
for many years. He was a
loyal fan of the Chicago
Cubs, the Green Bay
Packers and the Notre
Dame Fighting Irish. He
and Bette enjoyed trav-
eling within the United
States, Europe and the
Far East.

Milt is survived by his
wife, Bette; their six chil-
dren and spouses, Mary

Lou Kupfer, Barbara and Steve
Sinko, Larry and Joanie Kupfer,
Nancy Kupfer, Jane Kupfer
Pelletier, Margie and Glenn Kurpit;
and their five grandchildren.

A memorial service for family
members will be held at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, where Milt
will be interred, never far from the
sounds of the Notre Dame march-
ing band, “Onward to Victory!”

August 11, 2016

Registration Now Open For
NAMI’s Family Program

AREA — The Family-to-Family
Education Program will begin on
Thursday evening, September 8. Pre-
sented by the Union County Chapter
of NAMI (National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness), the course will meet from
7 to 9:30 p.m. on Thursday evenings,
over a consecutive, 12-week period,
ending on November 17. It is free of
charge, with all necessary materials
furnished at no cost.

The course is offered specifically
to the parents, siblings, spouses, teen-
age and adult children, and signifi-
cant others of individuals with severe
and persistent mental illness. In a
confidential setting, loved ones will
learn how to understand and support
their ill relative while maintaining
their own well-being. The program is
not appropriate for individuals who,
themselves, suffer from one of the

major mental disorders. The course is
taught by NAMI members who have
completed intensive training.

Curriculum topics include schizo-
phrenia, bipolar disorder (manic de-
pression), clinical depression, panic
disorder, obsessive-compulsive disor-
der and other such conditions; the clini-
cal treatment of these illnesses and
how caregivers can learn to cope more
effectively. Attendees will learn about
the biology of the brain, new research,
medications, skills needed to success-
fully communicate with a relative and
how to deal with critical periods. Other
topics will include advocacy, fighting
stigma and problem solving.

Classes will meet at St. Agnes Ro-
man Catholic Church, located at 332
Madison Hill Road, Clark. Registra-
tion is required prior to the begin-
ning of the course. To register, call
(732) 382-0762 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com and
include F2F class in the subject line;
a F2F teacher will contact partici-
pants with the details. Refreshments
will be served.

Woodland String Quartet
Slates ‘Mozart and More’

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Wood-
land String Quartet will perform its
47th annual “Mozart and More” con-
cert at the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary on Monday, August 29, at 6:30
p.m. This year’s theme is “A Little
Night Music,” anchored by Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart’s Serenade in Four
Movements (“Eine kleine
Nachtmusik”). The rest of the pro-
gram will consist of selections from
classic Broadway musicals including
Oklahoma!, The Music Man and Car-
ousel, with vocals by mezzo-soprano
Tracy Kaufman.

First violinist Debra Biderman has
been performing with the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra since 1967 and
is a private instructor of violin and
viola at the Biderman Academy of
Music in Edison. She is a frequent
soloist and recitalist, and is on the
board of trustees of the Education
Outreach and Marketing committees
of the New Jersey Symphony.

Violinist Lubove Schnable has her
home studio in Fanwood and is the
director of the Woodland Quartet as

well as director of the Blue Hills
Junior Chamber Orchestra. Ms.
Schnable performs with the Central
Jersey Symphony, the Plainfield Sym-
phony and the Summit Symphony.

Violist Robert Paoli is the director
of the Summit Strings, president of
the Plainfield Music Club, and a pro-
lific composer and arranger.

Cellist Leo Wang has toured world-
wide with the Shanghai Philharmonic.
He teaches privately in Fanwood.

Vocal soloist Tracy Kaufman is an
Edison native now living in Colorado.
She has performed with the Colorado
Symphony Orchestra, Central City
Opera Ensemble, Colorado Repertory
Singers, and Boulder Opera.

This program is free and open to
all. Registration is not required for
this event, and seating will be on a
first-come, first-seated basis begin-
ning at 6 p.m. Refreshments will be
served after the performance.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Mountainside Seniors
Plan Casino Trip

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Senior
Citizen Club of Mountainside will
sponsor a trip on Monday, August 29,
to the Sands casino in Bethlehem, Pa.

The bus will depart at 10 a.m. from
the Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church, located at 300 Cen-
tral Avenue, Mountainside, and re-
turn at about 6 p.m. Participants are
reminded to bring their player card
for slot games.

The cost is $20; participants will
receive $20 back. Checks should be
made payable to “Senior Citizen
Club of Mountainside.” For further
information, call Eve Vitale at (908)
789-8568.

Surrogate Schedules
Scotch Plains Hours

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union
County Surrogate James LaCorte
will host Monday evening hours at
the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing, Room 202, located at 430 Park
Avenue, from 5 to 6 p.m., by ap-
pointment only.

The Surrogate is responsible for
administering the estate of a de-
ceased person and judging the le-
gitimacy of wills. Mr. LaCorte will
be available the second Monday of
each month throughout 2016 on the
following dates: September 12,
November 14 and December 12.

To make an appointment for the
Scotch Plains office hours, contact
Mr. LaCorte at (908) 527-4280,
Monday through Friday, between
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Residents
also may download the information
sheet and instructions at ucnj.org/
surrogate/information-sheet.

Allison K. Masback, 52, Was Devoted
To Her Family and Selfless Service

On the afternoon of August 3,
2016, Allison Paige Kingsley
Masback passed away peacefully at
home in Scotch Plains, N.J., sur-
rounded by family, after bravely bat-
tling Crohn’s Disease
and colorectal cancer si-
multaneously. She was
52 years old.

Allison was born in
Brooklyn, N.Y. on July
31, 1964, the second of
three children.

She graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts in Po-
litical Science from
Wheaton College in
Norton, Mass., in 1986
and went on to earn a
Master of Arts in Health
Advocacy from Sarah
Lawrence College in
Bronxville, N.Y., in 1988.

Allison is survived by her parents,
Dr. David I. Kingsley and Elaine M.
Kingsley; her husband, Keith J.
Masback, and their five children,
Justin M. Haas, James E. Masback,
Jeremy A. Haas, Matthew K. Haas
and Clara H. Masback. She is further
survived by her older brother,
Jonathan T. Kingsley, and his wife,
Susan C. Kingsley, and younger
brother, Jared P. Kingsley, along with
his two sons, her beloved nephews,
Alex H. Kingsley and Derek B.
Kingsley.

Allison lived a rich life, generally
focused on the well-being of others,
with a deep and enduring commit-
ment to family. She uniquely touched
all those who got to know her, how-

ever briefly. She was a
fiercely loyal friend,
admired for her open
heart, nonjudgmental
ear, wicked sense of hu-
mor, and tenacious
strength in the face of
adversity. She was par-
ticularly appreciative
over the past two years
for the superb treatment
and genuine care pro-
vided by medical pro-
fessionals and staff at
New York Presbyterian
Weill/Cornell Medical
Center, Memorial

Sloan Kettering Basking Ridge,
Overlook Medical Center, and John
F. Kennedy Medical Center.

A funeral service for Allison was
held at the Menorah Chapels at
Millburn, 2950 Vauxhall Road,
Union, N.J., on Monday, August 8,
followed by interment at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield, N.J.

Her family requests that in lieu of
flowers, donations be made in
Allison’s memory to the Crohn’s and
Colitis Foundation of America.

August 11, 2016

Allison K. Masback

Westfield GYROTONIC studio

Westfield GYROTONIC Studio
Invites You to an Open House

Raritan Valley GYROTONIC is
now located in the heart of Westfield,
111 Quimby Street, Suite No. 9, and
invites you to an open house on Sun-
day, August 21, from 1 to 4 p.m.
Come on by and check out the stu-
dio, and find out about the
GYROTONIC and GYROKINESIS
exercise methods. These exercise
methods are a holistic approach to
movement and are adaptable to ev-
eryone — regardless of age, physi-
cal ability or fitness level. People
that practice these methods come
from all over the world and all walks
of life — athletes, dancers, college
students, baby boomers, senior citi-
zens, and people with disabilities.
Some of the benefits of
GYROTONIC and GYROKINESIS
are increased strength, flexibility, re-
newed energy and vitality and a gen-
eral sense of calm and well-being.

Raritan Valley Gyrotonic is the
only Gyrotonic studio in New Jer-
sey that offers all of the specialized
Gyrotonic equipment and is licensed
to use the GYROTONIC logo in its
name. There will be demonstrations

on the specialized equipment dur-
ing the Open House and packages
purchased during the Open House
will receive a 10-percent discount.

Raritan Valley GYROTONIC of-
fers both private and group sessions
and focuses on providing a person-
alized, high-quality training with a
certified Gyrotonic/Gyrokinesis
trainer. We are also a certified cen-
ter for teacher trainings.

Call or stop by the studio to dis-
cuss your unique needs and specific
goals and get started on a path for
healthier living!

For more information, contact
Shirley Wallitsch (owner and
trainer).

(908) 288-7551
Email: info@rvgyrotonic.com
Website: www.rvgyrotonic.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
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Madeline Motyczka Among
Trooper Youth Graduates

WESTFIELD — Madeline
Motyczka of Westfield recently gradu-
ated from the 101st class of Trooper
Youth Week, administered by the New
Jersey State Police (NJSP) at their
training facility in Sea Girt.

The week-long residential program,
which took place July 18 to 22, pre-
sented simulated law enforcement
programs for 115 male and female
students who had completed their jun-
ior year of high school. Madeline is a
rising senior at Mother Seton Re-
gional High School in Clark.

The week’s activities included lec-
tures and presentations covering
many facets of police work and crimi-
nal justice. Participants were exposed
to a disciplined, quasi-military envi-
ronment, including military drill in

combination with structured, fast-
moving programs of classroom ac-
tivities, lectures, films, practical ex-
ercises and challenging physical
training, simulating the NJSP recruit
training experience.

The program emphasized courtesy,
professionalism, respect and team-
work. Additional subject matters pre-
sented were the history and functions
of the New Jersey State Police, crime
scene investigation techniques, motor
vehicle law and safety, how to respond
assertively in communicating one’s
individual choices, and how laws con-
cerning alcohol and other drug-related
behavior affect young people.

Madeline is the daughter of retired
NJSP Lieutenant Stephen Motyczka
and Heidi Hylan-Motyczka.

TROOPER YOUTH WEEK...Madeline Motyczka of Westfield, center, was among
the graduates of the 101st class of Trooper Youth Week, administered by the New
Jersey State Police. She is pictured with her father, retired NJSP Lieutenant
Stephen Motyczka, right, who awarded Madeline her certificate at the graduation
ceremony, and a trooper who served as an instructor with the program.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

HELPING OTHERS...Morgan Eng,
15, marked the end of the school year
as a freshman at Westfield High School
by donating 24 inches of her hair to
Wigs for Kids. Crystal Preziosi of
Elegant Image Salon in Westfield on
South Avenue cut Morgan’s hair on
June 17. This was the second time
Morgan has donated her hair.
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SUPER SENIOR...Ani Hsu Obrock, a June graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, receives the First Congregational Church of Westfield’s 2016
Alexander Award for outstanding contributions to the life of the church. FCC
trustee Bill Woods presents her with the award.

Ani Hsu Obrock Receives
FCC’s Alexander Award

WESTFIELD – Ani Hsu Obrock is
the recipient of the 2016 Alexander
Award bestowed by the trustees of the
First Congregational Church of
Westfield. Named in memory of long-
time members Edna and John
Alexander, the award is given annu-
ally to one or more high-school se-
niors who have made a significant
contribution to the life of the church.

Ani was recognized for her dedi-
cated service to several church pro-
grams and committees, from singing
in the youth choir to serving on
church boards.

“Throughout the years, Ani has
participated in and taken on leader-
ship roles in whatever activities and
opportunities FCC had to offer,” said
trustee Bill Woods.

Ani has been an active member of
the church’s youth group throughout
middle and senior high school, serving
as a Youth Fellowship leader in recent
years. She attended six summer mis-
sion trips and participated in talent
shows and tag sales to support them.

Ani was an assistant teacher in the

church school for three years and served
as the youth representative to the Board
of Christian Education. She also has
been one of the youngest participants in
Women Unlimited, a multi-generational
women’s social group. Ani organized
the successful nomination of the Rever-
end Joy Mounts, associate minister at
First Congregational, for a Union
County Women of Excellence Award,
the first clergy person to be so honored.

Ani is the daughter of Vivian Hsu
and Frederick Obrock of Scotch
Plains. A 2016 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, she will
attend the University of Vermont in
the fall. She received her award, con-
sisting of a check and a certificate, at
the church’s annual Senior Recogni-
tion Sunday in June.

First Congregational Church, a
member of the United Church of Christ,
provides an active program of Chris-
tian education, community service and
fellowship for children and teens. For
additional information, call the church
office at (908) 233-2494 or visit the
church website at fccofwestfield.org.

Westfield Library to Feature
‘Discovery of U-Boat 550’

WESTFIELD — Deep-sea divers
Joe Mazraani and Anthony Tedeschi
will present “The Discovery of U-
Boat 550” on Wednesday, August
17, at 7 p.m., at the Westfield Me-
morial Library. The library is lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

Mr. Mazraani and Mr. Tedeschi,
along with Steve Gatto, Tom Packer,
Brad Sheard and Eric Takakjian,
formed the team that located the
wreck of the German U-Boat that
was sunk on April 16, 1944 after it
had torpedoed a tanker bound for
Great Britain from New York City.
All six men share a long-running
and deep passion for the ocean and
its historical treasures.

For nearly two decades, team
members feverishly researched and
dreamed of exploring the elusive
U-550, culminating in two offshore
survey trips in 2011 and 2012. On
July 23, 2012, near the end of a
grueling, round-the-clock side scan
operation, the final resting place of
the Grey Wolf was located in ap-
proximately 100 meters of North
Atlantic water off the coast of Mas-
sachusetts about 70 miles south of
Nantucket Island.

This program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. In-
terested persons are advised to
check the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary website, wmlnj.org, to see if
their library participates. To regis-
ter for the program, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or

call (908) 789-4090, option 0.
Westfield Memorial Library

hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday, and 9:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Friday and Saturday. The
library is closed on Sundays for the
summer.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Henry IV On Tap
At Library Tonight

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present Henry
IV this evening, Thursday, August 11,
at 7 p.m., performed by the Hudson
Shakespeare Company. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Founded in 1992, the Hudson
Shakespeare Company continues to
strive toward bringing the classics
and contemporary theater to a myriad
locations and venues in New Jersey
and the greater Tri-State area.

Admission is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. To see
if their library participates, interested
persons are advised to check the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org. To register for tonight’s
program, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.

TEAM PLAYERS...Westfield Area YMCA Counselors-in-Training (CIT) and
Leaders-in-Training (LIT) continue to have a blast this summer, not only partici-
pating in many challenging team-building activities but also developing long-
lasting friendships. Weekly color war games keep their teamwork skills sharp. For
information on the Y’s camps for children ages 3 to 15, visit westfieldynj.org.
Pictured, the CITs and LITs Red Team takes a break from the color wars.

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad:
Breathe Easy When It’s Hot
When the weather is hot and hu-

mid, breathing issues become more
of a problem. Sometimes even healthy
people feel like it is harder to breathe
when the air is heavy with moisture,
but for people with asthma, COPD
(Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Dis-
ease) and other chronic lung diseases,
this type of weather can become dan-
gerous. Difficulty breathing can have
various symptoms and be different
for each person and dependent on the
severity of the condition. They may
experience shortness of breath, have
a frequent cough, make wheezing or
whistling sounds and/or have chest
tightness. More severe symptoms of
respiratory distress can include rapid
breathing, a bluish tinge on the skin,
lips and fingernails, and confusion.
Anxiety and restlessness also are very
common.

The best way to avoid flare-ups
during extreme heat is to stay in an
air-conditioned environment as much
as possible. If you do not have A/C in
your home or cannot afford to have it
on, many towns provide cooling cen-
ters where you can go to get some
relief. If you are not sure where these
are located in your community, you
can find out by dialing 2-1-1 from
anywhere in the state, or by calling
your local town hall. Or, you can
spend time at the library or mall to get
some relief from the summer heat.

If you need to spend time outdoors,
go out in the early morning or evening,
avoiding mid-day when the sun and
heat are the strongest. Before leaving
the house, check the air quality index
online or by using an app such as
AIRNOW. Always have your inhaler
or any other prescribed medicine with

you, and take it as directed. Avoid
triggers such as cigarette smoke and
pet dander and stay away from indus-
trial areas where smoke and chemi-
cals are more prevalent.

If you are having trouble breath-
ing and your medicine is not helping,
get medical attention as soon as pos-
sible. If you see someone struggling
to breathe or having any of the other
symptoms mentioned above, call 9-
1-1 immediately.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
is a volunteer organization of Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors. With over
90 volunteers, the squad answers
calls not only in Scotch Plains but in
surrounding towns as well when
needed. Besides answering calls, the
public will see squad ambulances at
many special events held in town,
such as Scotch Plains Day, the Me-
morial Day Parade, high school foot-
ball games, and the summer concerts
on the Village Green. The squad also
is available to provide demonstra-
tions for Boy Scout and Girl Scout
troops, clubs, and any other group
that may be interested in what the
squad does. In addition, the squad
lends out wheelchairs, crutches,
canes and other assorted medical
equipment free of charge. Members
of the community are encouraged to
reach out to the squad if there is
something the squad can do for them.
The squad can be reached at
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com
or (908) 322-2103 for non-emergen-
cies.

* * *
Contributing Author: Susan

Baldani, a life member of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY...Members of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
are pictured alongside a squad ambulance. Now in its 79th year, the organization
encompasses more than 90 volunteers and provides multiple services to area
residents year round.

New SAGE Support Groups
For Caregivers to Begin

Kathy Larkin

SUMMIT — SAGE Eldercare will
offer two new caregiver support
groups – one for spouses and one for
adult children of older adults – led
by licensed clinical social worker
and InfoCare Manager
Kathy Larkin.

The caregiver support
group geared for adult
children who assist in
the care-giving of their
parents will take place
over seven evening ses-
sions beginning Septem-
ber 12, from 7 to 8:30
p.m. The other seven-
session group, for
spouses, will take place
during the day, also be-
ginning September 12,
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Both
groups are free and will cover topics
such as coping with caregiver emo-
tions and managing stress, navigating
care options, and defining one’s own
roles as caregivers.

“Care-giving can be gratifying, but it
is also very challenging. It is important
to know that you are not alone with your
concerns and questions,” said Ms.

Larkin. “SAGE’s new support groups
will give those who help take care of
older adults, whether they are a spouse
or an adult child, a safe place to discuss
their experiences, share ideas and get

emotional support.”
Dates for the caregiver

support groups are: Sep-
tember 12, September 26,
October 10, October 24,
November 7, November
21 and December 5. Both
groups will meet at SAGE
Eldercare, located at 290
Broad Street, Summit.

Pre-registration is re-
quired for the support
groups. To register, call
Kathy Larkin at (908)
598-5509.

SAGE is committed to
providing programs and services to
meet the changing needs of older
adults, their families and caregivers
throughout Union, Essex, Morris and
Somerset Counties. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 273-5550 or visit
sageeldercare.org.

Spiritual Prep Classes Set
Ahead of High Holidays

SPRINGFIELD — Temple
Sha’arey Shalom will offer a series of
three classes to help individuals pre-
pare spiritually for the Jewish High
Holidays. The classes will take place
on Thursdays, August 18 and 25 and
September 1, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Rabbi Renee Edelman of Temple
Sha’arey Shalom will teach the classes.

The first class will focus on the
laws of forgiveness, the second on
when people cannot forgive, and the
third on how to move beyond the pain
a person has caused and which others
have caused him or her.

These classes will answer questions
like: “How do we forgive ourselves if
we know we have hurt others?” “Is it
possible to reconcile with those who
are dead?” “What do we do if some-
one has hurt us?” “Is there a way to
enter the Holidays without carrying
the pain and burdens which have re-
mained on our shoulders for years?”

The classes will feature what tradi-
tion teaches adherents as well as plenty
of discussion. The public is invited

and there is no charge. However, in-
terested persons are asked to call the
temple office at (973) 379-5387 to
indicate they are coming. Individuals
may attend any or all of the sessions.
Temple Sha’arey Shalom is located
at 78 South Springfield Avenue,
Springfield.

Temple Sha’arey Shalom is a mid-
size Reform congregation affiliated
with the Union for Reform Judaism
(URJ). The temple serves Springfield
and surrounding towns in Union, Essex
and Somerset counties. The synagogue
welcomes children, young adults,
singles, senior citizens and families.

Shabbat services are creative and
varied, and the temple offers an array
of educational, informational and so-
cial programs and entertainment.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16003144

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-031232-13

Plaintiff: BAYVVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: GEORGE KIHANYA; MARY

KIHANYA
Sale Date: 08/17/2016
Writ of Execution: 04/15/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Sixteen Thousand Sixty-Nine and 28/100***
$516,069.28.

MUNICIPALITY: Scotch Plains, COUNTY:
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

STREET & STREET NO: 2390 Richmond
Street

TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 7303 fka 186,
LOT: 2 fka Lot 3

DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 50.84 feet x 104.09
feet.

NEAREST CROSS STREET: Sims Avenue
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): Scotch Plains

Township holds a claim for taxes due and/or
other municipal utilities such as water and/or
sewer in the amount of $1,852.62 as of 04/19/
2016.

Scotch Plains Township - Sewer holds a claim
for taxes due and/or other municipal utilities such
as water and/or sewer in the amount of $253.84
as of 04/19/2016.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Thirty-One Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Twenty-Nine and 03/100***
$531,729.03 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 07/21, 07/28, 08/04
& 08/11/16 Fee: $177.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16003150

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-051995-14

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE FOR THE STRUCTURED
ASSET SECURITIES CORPORATION MORT-
GAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2005-AR1

VS.
Defendant: JOAN MUCCI; J. MARSHALL,

INC.; ACB RECEIVABLES MANAGEMENT INC.
T/A MEDICAL DENTAL HOSP BUREAU
TAAFFILIATED; ATLANTIC AMBULANCE;
OVERLOOK HOSPITAL; STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY

Sale Date: 08/17/2016
Writ of Execution: 04/19/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eleven Thousand Six Hundred Eighty-Five and
54/100*** $411,685.54.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Tax LOT 17, BLOCK 7303
COMMONLY KNOWN AS 2692 PLAINFIELD

AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076-2053.

Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
50.00 X 150.00 X 50.00 X 150.00.

Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the south-
erly side of Plainfield Avenue, 168.99 feet from
the easterly side of Park Place.

The sale is subject to unpaid taxes and as-
sessments, tax, water and sewer liens and other
municipal assessments. The amount due can be
obtained from the local taxing authority. Pursu-
ant to NJSA 46:813-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any condo-
minium/homeowner association liens which may
exist.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Twenty-Four
Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Nine and 49/
100*** $424,469.49 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 07/21, 07/28, 08/04
& 08/11/16 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16003151

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-027429-12

Plaintiff: US BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS TRUSTEE FOR SASCO MORTGAGE LOAN
TRUST 2007-WF2

VS.
Defendant: NICHOLAS J. ZITO AND ERIN M.

ZITO, HUSBAND AND WIFE
Sale Date: 08/17/2016
Writ of Execution: 07/22/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Sev-
enty-Seven Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty-Seven
and 65/100*** $1,077,967.65.

The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield in the County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Tax LOT 11, BLOCK 2803
COMMONLY KNOWN AS 307 HAZEL AV-

ENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090-
0000.

Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
50.00 X 125.00 X 50.00 X 125.00.

Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the north-
easterly side of Hazel Avenue, 50.00 feet from
the southeasterly side of Warren Street.

The sale is subject to unpaid taxes and as-
sessments, tax, water and sewer liens and other
municipal assessments. The amount due can be
obtained from the local taxing authority. Pursu-
ant to NJSA 46:813-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any condo-
minium/homeowner association liens which may
exist.

Total Upset:  ***One Million One Hundred
Thirty-Six Thousand Five Hundred Ninety-Six
and 70/100*** $1,136,596.70 together with law-
ful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 07/21, 07/28, 08/04
& 08/11/16 Fee: $185.64

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16003343

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-013417-14

Plaintiff: ONEWEST BANK N.A.
VS.
Defendant: BLANCHE MAE POWERS, HER

HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; NANCY J. DUSHANEK AKA NANCY
POWERS DUSHANEK, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS
IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; ROBERT
DUSHANEK, HUSBAND OF NANCY J.
DUSHANEK AKA NANCT POWERS
DUSHANEK, DECEASED; BLANCHE DI FABIO
AKA BLANCHE POWERS DI FABIO, INDIVIDU-
ALLY AND AS CO-ADMINISTRATRIX OF THE
ESTATE OF BLANCHE MAE POWERS, DE-
CEASED; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 08/31/2016
Writ of Execution: 04/14/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Ninety-Four Thousand Two Hundred Forty-Three
and 14/100*** $194,243.14.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Garwood, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 329
Third Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey 07027.

TAX LOT # 7 BLOCK # 108
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 50 X 150
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Walnut Street
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
THIS SALE IS SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF

REDEMPTION OF THE FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Thousand Eight
Hundred Six and 32/100*** $200,806.32 together
with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 08/04, 08/11, 08/18
& 08/25/16 Fee: $204.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16003177

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-036200-15

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A. AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: TERRY HIRCHAK AKA THERESA

HIRCHAK
Sale Date: 08/24/2016
Writ of Execution: 04/18/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Sixty-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Eighty-Five
and 36/100*** $269,985.36.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 469
Terrill Road, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

TAX LOT # 19, Block # 78
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 149 feet x

146 feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: LeGrande Av-

enue
Taxes: Current through 2nd Quarter of 2016

subject to anything open and pending.
Other: There is an outstanding municipal, tax

or other lien. Redemption figures have been
requested. Sale is subject to said lien. Purchaser
is responsible for obtaining full payoff/redemp-
tion amounts and knowingly bids subject to same.*

*plus interest on these figures through date of
payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Seventy-Eight
Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty and 77/100***
$278,720.77 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 07/28, 08/04, 08/11
& 08/18/16 Fee: $183.60

First Baptist to Hold
Open House Sept. 11
WESTFIELD — The First Baptist

Church of Westfield, founded in De-
cember 1866, is celebrating its 150th
year of ministry. As part of the
congregation’s year-long Jubilee cel-
ebration, the public is invited to come
to an open house event on Sunday,
September 11, from noon to 5 p.m.

Attendees will have an opportunity
to get to know the members and the
ministries of the church and the many
groups that use the facility.

Two guided tours of the church build-
ing will take place that day, at 2 and 4
p.m. A special worship service of Hope
and Remembrance will be held at 10:30
a.m. The First Baptist Church is lo-
cated at 170 Elm Street, Westfield.

Alzheimer’s Caregivers
To Meet on August 19

WESTFIELD — Jewish Family
Service (JFS) of Central New Jer-
sey, a non-sectarian health and so-
cial service agency, will host an
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregiver
Support Group on Friday, August
19. It will take place from 10 a.m.
to noon at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, located at 140 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield.

This group is free and open to
Alzheimer’s/Dementia caregivers
in the community and run in accor-
dance with Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion of New Jersey guidelines. Par-
ticipants are welcome to join the
group at any time.

In addition to the support group,
JFS offers a special ized
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Family
Care Program that is funded by
grants from the Westfield Founda-
tion, Merck Inc. and Wells Fargo
Foundations.

Registration is recommended. If
planning to attend or interested in
more information about JFS’ new
program for Alzheimer’s and De-
mentia Disorders, contact Alice
Greenberg-Sheedy at agreenberg-
sheedy@jfscentralnj.org or (908)
352-8375.

Single Jewish Friends
To Visit Red Lobster
AREA — The Circle of Single Jew-

ish Friends 49-plus have planned a
Meet and Eat Luncheon beginning at
noon on Sunday, August 21. It will
take place at Red Lobster, located at
635 Gill Lane (Route 1 North, across
from Woodbridge Mall), Iselin.

The cost for attendees is the price
of a meal off the menu and gratuity,
plus $3. Interested persons are asked
to respond by calling Roberta at (908)
668-8450 or e-mailing
roger678@optonline.net.
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WESTFIELD AREA YMCA  
220 Clark St., Westfield  908-233-2700  westfieldynj.org        westfieldareay 
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.   

Financial assistance is available.  

 SEE YOU 
THERE! 

Register now for the Fall 1 

Session beginning 9/6!  

Improve your health, 

enrich your child’s life, and 

be part of the community:  

¶ Sports, aquatics and family 

programs  

¶ Full-day, half-day and before/after 

school child care education  

¶ Youth and teen enrichment 

¶ Programs for people with special 

needs  

¶ Adult and senior social, 

recreational and health and 

wellness  

¶ Basketball leagues, clinics and 

running programs 

 SIGN ME 
UP! 

BE READY  
FOR FALL 

TIME TO  

EXPLORE 

BYER 3-3, 2 RBI; KAUFMAN 3 RBI; ‘WHITEY’ 2B, 1B, RBI

Contact Contacts in 6th, Tops
Top Line in UC 50 Playoff, 7-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One spectacular play after another
made for a very low scoring game
until top-seeded Contact Lens & Vi-
sion made contact with four runs in
the bottom of the sixth inning then
limited fourth-seeded Top Line Ap-
pliances to one run in the seventh to
claim a 7-2 victory in Game 1 of the

Union County Senior 50+ Softball
League B Division playoff semifinals
at Rahway River Park on August 4.
Game 2 of the best-of-three series
was scheduled for August 9 at
Warinanco Park in Roselle. Top Line
had reached the semis with a 7-5,
single elimination victory over Bad
Brains on August 2.

The most spectacular defensive

play of the game was exhibited by
Contact leftfielder Joe DeRosa, who
went airborne and parallel to the
ground to rob Bob D’Meo of an extra
base hit. DeRosa’s momentum on the
play catapulted him over the leftfield
line and into foul territory. DeRosa
not only robbed D’Meo again two
innings later but he also robbed sev-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

McNANNA 3-3, DEITCH 6-HITTER; PIKAART RBI TRIPLE

St. Max Passes St. Matt, 6-2,
In St. Bart’s Softball League

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Maximilian may have been get-
ting quite nervous as the sluggers
went into the bottom of the fifth in-
ning trailing St. Matthew 2-1 in St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League action at Forest Road Park in
Fanwood on August 3. But as the top
dogs in the league, the Max Men were
able to reach down deeply to score

two runs in the fifth and three insur-
ance runs in the sixth, while ace pitcher
John Deitch held the Matt Men in
check en route to a 6-2 triumph.

The Max Men entered the week
with a 12-2 record, ahead of the surg-
ing St. Wolfgang pack at 10-5, while
the Matt Men entered at 4-10, trying
to keep above water ahead of cellar
dwellers St. Francis at 2-15. With just
a few weeks remaining, all eight teams

in the league will be putting out their
best efforts for a favorable seed come
playoff time.

St. Maximilian pitcher Deitch, af-
ter yielding both runs in the first in-
ning, shut out St. Matthew the rest of
the way and finished with a six-hitter,
while walking no one. St. Matt pitcher
Paul Newton allowed just nine hits
and only one was for extra bases.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING CONTACT...Contact Lens & Vision star Joe DeRosa makes good contact with the ball in the Union County Senior
50+ playoff game against Top Line. DeRosa worked miracles with a multitude of spectacular catches in leftfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY CLOSE PLAY AT FIRST...St. Matthew first baseman Pat Nigro prepares to catch the ball as St. Maximilian player
Frank Vecchione is about to step on the base in the second inning at Forest Road Park in Fanwood on August 3.

The 19th Annual All-Corbin Team
Arrives in September 8 Edition
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MANGIRIS PROVIDES GLOVE, SANTIAGO PROVIDES ‘O’

Wolfgang Rattles John Paul II
In St. Bart Men’s Softball, 8-2

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nate Mangiris provided the glove
and Reinaldo Santiago provided the
bat as St. Wolfgang defeated St. John
Paul II, 8-2, in a St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League game played
on August 5 at Farley Field in Scotch
Plains. St. Wolfgang pitcher Chris
Paterek tossed a gem as he held St.

John Paul scoreless in six out of seven
innings. Paterek allowed just two runs
on seven hits and benefited from some
rock solid defense behind him led by
that man Mangiris.

“Mangiris was all over the place
tonight,” said St. Wolfgang’s Rich
Polhamus. “He caught everything.”

Mangiris made several fine defen-
sive plays in the contest, including a

running basket catch of a high pop fly
in short right field in the top of the
fourth inning. The play occurred with
Mangiris manning second base and
helped blunt a bases-loaded, no-out
threat. Paul Leso of St. John Paul
drove a high popup into shallow right
field that seemed certain to find an
open patch of grass. However,
Mangiris called for the ball as he
came racing out at full sprint making
the catch in fair territory for the first
out of the inning. The clutch play
probably saved two runs.

St. Wolfgang plated three in the top
half of the first inning to take the early
lead. After singles by Mike
Markowycz and Anthony Blasi put
runners on the corners, Reinaldo
Santiago came up and delivered a one
out RBI single just beyond the reach
of the second baseman. Pete
Chemidlin then dropped a soft single
into center that scored Blasi to make
it 2-0. Erik Hastrup walked to load the
bases then Ara Movesesian put an-
other run across with a sacrifice fly to
right.

St. Wolfgang extended the lead in
the top of the third. Blasi got things
started with a leadoff single. Then
Santiago, who ripped the laces off the
ball all game, launched a double to
deep right centerfield that rolled un-
der the fence for a ground-rule double.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE WINNING WOLFGANG...St. Wolfgang rattled St. John Paul II, 8-2, to keep close to St. Maximilian. The Wolfgang
wolfpack consists of (total team – no order) Anthony Blasi, Bob Camisa, Pete Chemidlin, Geoff Dickstein, Tom Fazio, Erik
Hastrup, Nate Mangiris, Dan Margolis, Mike Markowycz, Andrew McClellan, Chris Paterek, Rich Polhamus, Chris Raham,
Reinaldo Santiago and Brian Weber. Behind the screen, St. John Paul II’s Joe McEvoy looks on in envy.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

NJAR Circle of Excellence—1984-2015 

  600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated 

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 8
The 19th annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the Septem-
ber 8 issue of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. Be Ready!

FULL CHAMPIONSHIP STORY — AUGUST 18 EDITION

Stage House Sinks Netherwood
For SP Softball Championship
The formidable top-seeded Stage

House softball team completed its
season with an unblemished, unde-
feated record after sinking second-
seeded Netherwood Bar & Grill, 21-
5, and 19-1, in a double header to,
once again, claim the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League A Division
Championship at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on August 8. Both
games were cut short due to a 15-run
mercy rule.

The two tavern powerhouses have
faced each other for the crown for
more than an entire decade under
various sponsors and the men from
the Stage House have claimed the
lion’s share, winning 10 and dropping
only two titles.

The Netherwood Bar & Grill last
won on August 8, 2014 at Brookside

Park and the “Three Home Run Rule”
definitely came into effect when
Netherwood’s Billy Aumenta stepped
to the plate in Game 3 with the bases
loaded and sent a long fly ball that just
cleared the leftfield fence. Instead of
a Grand Slam, it became an automatic
out due to his team already blasting
three over-the-fence home runs and
Netherwood failed to score in the
inning. However Netherwood’s bril-
liant defense came up with some key

plays to pull out a 15-14 victory.
The other title came on August 10,

2010 when the team then known as
Park Beverage brought down the Stage
House, 13-5, in Game 2

As it had been in all the previous
showdowns, plenty of softballs were
lost due to home runs but the Stage
House men, in recent years, have been
bolstering their speed on the base
paths to make situations for oppo-
nents even more difficult to handle.
The Stage House powermen crushed
three over-the-fence home runs and
added an inside-the-park homer in
Game 1 then added another over-the-
fence homer in Game 2 although
Netherwood slugger Joe Tufaro was
robbed of a homer when right fielder
Aaron Richards literally reached over

the fence and snared his shot.
The B Division championship se-

ries between top-seeded Gas House
Gorillas, formerly Vicki’s Diner the
defending champions, and the third-
seeded Sofa Kings, who have a few
division titles under their belts, was
knotted at 17-17 in a seesaw battle
and postponed due to darkness. The
game was to be completed on August
9 just before Game 2.

The two teams are also no strangers

to each other when it comes to playing
for the championship. In 2014, the
Sofa Kings under the Name of Autoland
outdistanced Vicki’s, 19-17, in Game
1 then won Game 2, 20-14, for the
coveted crown. Last year it was Vicki’s
turn to chow down. After Autoland
revved up their engines to win Game 1,
17-7, they began to sputter and Vicki’s
ate them up, 20-3, in Game 2. Autoland
refueled in Game 3 but not enough as
Vicki’s Diner gobbled up a 15-11 win
to snatch the crown away from the
Automen empire that had won several
previous titles.

Stories on both championships will
be in the August 18 edition of The
Westfield Leader and The Times.

David B. Corbin (Assistant Pub-
lisher)

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DIVING INTO SECOND BASE...Stage House speedster Mickey DeVizio dives into second base with a double as Netherwood
shortstop Brady Lau makes a late tag in Game 1 of the A Division Championship at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WAITING FOR A GOOD PITCH...Sofa King slugger Dom Centanni awaits a pitch during Game 1 of the B Division
Championship series against the top-seeded Gas House Gorillas at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on August 8.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, August 11, 2016 Page 11

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

ROTH, PENCE, AUMENTA, LAU SPARKLE ON OFFENSE

Netherwood Sweeps Chico’s
In A Division Semi, 12-10, 12-3

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Netherwood Bar & Grill swept their
best of three, playoff match-up against
Chico’s by pounding out a 12-10 win
in Game 1 before riding the strong
pitching performance of Kevin
Woodring to a 12-3 victory in the
nightcap. The doubleheader held on
August 2 at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains was a semifinal match between
the second and third seeds in the
Scotch Plains Men’s Recreation Soft-
ball League. With the victories, sec-
ond seeded Netherwood earns yet
another championship rematch
against powerful Stage House Inn,
which defeated them last year in the
finals.

“It always seems like it comes down
to the two of us,” said Netherwood
captain Steve Brainard. “They beat us
in the finals last year so I’m sure we’ll
be pumped up to play them.”

To gain a spot in the finals,
Netherwood had to overcome a spir-
ited effort from third seeded Chico’s
in Game 1. Netherwood jumped out
to an early lead by scoring three runs
in the top of the first. Jarrod Pence
drove in the first run of the game with
an RBI single to left field. Damon
Roth and Gus Alvarez followed with
sacrifices to drive in one run each.

But Chico’s erupted for six runs in
the top of the second to forge a three-
run advantage. A pair of singles and
an error loaded the bases for Chico’s
against Netherwood starter John
Rachko. James Lettieri drove in the
first run for Chico’s on a fielder’s
choice at second base. Owen Monahan
brought in the second run with a single
to left-centerfield. Robbie Mrozak tied
the game on an infield single to third
base scoring another run. Dan Lopez
then launched a two-run triple to deep
right, giving Chico’s a 5-3 lead. Jack

Pollion drove in another run with a
single into left.

Netherwood chipped away scoring
two in the bottom of the second. Three
straight walks by Chico’s starter John
Murphy loaded the bases before Alex
Lau drove two runs home with a single
under the glove of the shortstop. But
Murphy rebounded by retiring the
remaining batters without surrender-
ing another run and preserving the
Chico’s lead at 6-5.

Chico’s extended their lead to 7-5
courtesy of an RBI single by James
D’Angelo in the third inning.
Netherwood took the lead back in the
bottom half of the inning by scoring
four runs. Roth started a two out rally
with a triple into the right field corner.
Alvarez drove him home with a line
shot off of the second baseman’s glove.
Bill Aumenta then drove a two-run
triple to deep right centerfield giving

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BACK IN THE FINALS AGAIN...Netherwood took a double header from Chico’s and will, once again, face The Stage House
for the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League A Division championship. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Damon Roth,
Kevin Woodring, Gus Alvarez, Jeff Bendix, Billy Aumenta and Jarrod Pence; back row, Brady Lau, Kevin Spellman, Dave
Hill, Steve Brainard, John Rachko, Alex Lau, Oscar Perez, Joe Tufaro, Jerry Isolda and Jim Sarna.

St. Max Passes up St. Matthew in St. Bart’s, 6-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Rich McNanna led St Max with
three hits in his three plate appear-
ances, with an RBI and a run scored,
and had his team’s only extra base hit
with a triple in the second inning.
Deitch contributed a pair of singles
and a run scored. Wells Pikaart led St.
Matthew with an RBI triple and a
single, while scoring once. Pat Nigro
singled and doubled in his two times
at bat.

For the most part, a number of fine
defensive plays kept the score very
low until a few mental lapses opened
the doors a little wider for the Max
Men in the late innings. Matt short-
stop Chris San Juan initiated a first
(Nigro) to catcher (Joe Tilocca)
double play in the second inning but
Deitch added a 1-6 (Steve Mavrakis)-
3 (Steve Burton) double play in the
bottom of the inning.

Pikaart, manning third base,
grabbed a steaming line drive off the
bat of Joe Ursino in the third inning,
Mike McKenna followed with a run-
ning snag in centerfield and Newton
knocked down Paul Bifani’s hard shot
back to the mound and tossed to first
for the third out.

Maximilian centerfielder Ed
Villaverde made a running catch off
Tilocca’s drive in the third. Mavrakis

backhanded a sizzler in the fourth and
converted it to a putout. Just after
second baseman Bifani made a smooth
play in the fifth inning, first baseman
Burton made a diving catch that turned
out to be crucial because Nigro fol-
lowed with a double to center and Jeff
DiStasi plopped a single into left then
the next man grounded out to first to
prevent St. Matt from scoring.

St. Matthew got on the board with
a pair of runs in the top of the first
inning. Rich Reich lined a leadoff
single to left and Pikaart slammed his
RBI triple in the gap between the left
and centerfielder. McKenna followed
with an RBI sacrifice fly to left. St.
Max answered with one. Mavrakis
drilled a liner to right that was dropped.
After he advanced to third on Bifani’s
single over second, Mavrakis scored
on Burton’s long sac fly to center.

As St. Matthew entered to bat in the
second, Tilocca commented, “We won
the inning.” Nigro added, “Let’s win
another one guys.”

McKenna’s one-out triple yielded
nothing because it was followed by a
double play. Other than several fine
fielding plays, nothing offensively ac-
tually did happen until the St. Max fifth.

After avoiding the potential disas-
ter in the top of the fifth, Max man

Deitch said, “We got out of it. Let’s go
boys. Let’s hit.”

Rich Pitonzo’s sharp drive to left
was caught by Reich. Frank Vecchio’s
hopper was muffed at third and
McKenna punched a single center.
Russ Voorhees’ grounder caused an
error and resulted in Vecchio scoring
then Joe Ursino yanked an RBI single
to left to put St. Max in front 3-2.

Deitch put the Matt Men down 1-2-
3 in the sixth then St. Maximilian’s
bats went to work in the lower half of
the inning. Deitch lashed a single to
left, Villaverde’s dribbler towards
third resulted in a small single and
Pitonzo loaded the bases when a force
out attempt was dropped. Vecchio
lofted an RBI sac fly to left, McKenna
sizzled an RBI single past short and
Voorhees plopped an RBI single over
short, improving their lead to 6-2.

Three smooth defensive plays
spelled the end for St. Matt in the
seventh. Deitch backhanded Reich’s
grounder and tossed it to first for an
out. Mavrakis corralled McKenna’s
grounder and fired to first for the sec-
ond out then Burton grabbed San Juan’s
grounder and underhanded it to Deitch
covering first for the final out.
St. Matthew 200 000 0 2
St. Maximilian 100 023 x 6

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555 x 210

Shari Holtzman, MBA
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2009 - 2015
2013-2016 Name Five Star Real Estate

Agent for Overall Customer
Satisfaction by NJ Monthly Magazine

Direct Line: 908-868-6299
shari.holtzman@cbmoves.com

994 Woodmere Drive, Westfield $1,475,000
Experience unsurpassed quality of living in this custom 4/5 bedroom, 3.3 bath home perched
on a hill at the end of cul-de-sac in beautiful Brightwood. Situated on a wooded, private lot,
this home has an elegantly appointed Kitchen perfect for any cook - granite counters, stainless
steel appliances, large center island, two ovens, two dishwashers, warming drawer and wine/
beverage refrigerator. Enjoy the openness to the grand Family Room below with cathedral
ceilings and, the view of the shimmering pool through the French doors. Adjacent to the
Family Room is a sun filled all season Conservatory surrounded by windows to offer a sunny
getaway for relaxing.  Also adjacent to the Family Room on the other side is the Mudroom,
which offers another convenient entrance into the house from the side yard. Expansive Living
Room, with wood-burning fireplace, large enough to fit a baby grand piano, provides plenty of
seating for entertaining. The spacious formal Dining Room completes the first floor. Enjoy the
sanctuary of your Master En Suite – nestled in its own section of the house that offers a lavish
walk-in closet with built in shelves and dresser, and full bath with double sinks, Jacuzzi tub
and stall shower. Full bathroom, four additional bedrooms - one with its own full bathroom,
can be found on the second floor. Underground sprinkler system, finished basement, multi-
zone cooling/heating, hardwood floors, attached two car garage and luxurious private backyard
with pool…this one-of-a-kind home has so much to offer. Just move in and enjoy!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, August 14th  • 1-4PM

Charming colonial style home offers great entertaining space and plenty of room! Open foyer 
with beautiful moldings & elegant staircase. Living room with built-ins, coffered ceilings, 
built-in dry bar with wine fridge, WB fireplace and built-in surround speakers. Formal dining 
room off the entry foyer offers access to the great open kitchen with abundant cabinetry and 
a large eating space. The family room, located off the kitchen, and a powder rm complete the 
first floor. Second floor offers a master suite with attached, updated full bath and two closets. 
An additional 3 bedrooms share the main hall bath. Finished basement features a rec room 

with the second WB fireplace, storage, laundry and a utility room. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Contact Contacts in Sixth, Tops Top Liners, 7-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

eral Top Liners of hits with his ex-
ploits. DeRosa was responsible for
seven putouts.

Contact right fielder Kerry Gelb
performed a diving, rolling snag of
Dave Lloyd’s sagging blooper in the
fifth inning that prevented a run. Third
baseman Neil Kaufman initiated a
third-to-first double play in a bases-
loaded situation to prevent, at least, a
run. First baseman Dave Rothenberg
corralled a hopper for an impressive
putout. Catcher Bobby Biner humbled
Rory Caldwell for a while when he
caught his foul popup.

Top Line had its share of fine defen-
sive plays. Don “The Count”
Montefusco made several running
catches and accounted for all three
putouts in the fifth inning, each com-
ing after Contact’s first two batters
reached base on singles. Third baseman
Lou Collins knocked down a sizzler
off the bat of George Merlo and
smoothly tossed to first for a putout.
First baseman Dave “Duck” Ball made
two straight scoops of scorching
grounders that resulted in outs. Whitey
McCormack snared a difficult grounder
at second base and converted it to a
force out. D’Meo hauled in the longest
drive of the evening off the bat of
Kaufman despite the obstruction of
the tree in right-centerfield.

Both pitchers were doing their jobs
well also. Top Line pitcher Bob Greco
yielded only two walks, while Con-
tact pitcher Howie Bialos walked three
and allowed only eight hits thanks to
the superior defensive work.

Offensively, Peter Byer led Con-
tact, going 3-for-3 with two RBI and
two runs scored. Kaufman contrib-
uted three RBI, which included an
RBI single and a pair of RBI sac flies.
Leadoff hitter Ken Zierler rapped a
triple and a single and scored both
times. McCormack led the Top Lin-
ers with a double and a single and a
run scored. Ball went 2-for-2 and
Montefusco went 2-for-3.

Top Line scored once in the top of
the first. Ron Kulik yanked a leadoff
single to right, Montefusco singled to
left, Osiris Hernandez drew a walk
and Erik Pufahl lofted an RBI sac fly
to left, scoring Kulik. Contact an-
swered with two runs and Zierler set
the stage with a triple over the right-
centerfielder’s head. Byer bounced
an RBI single, Gelb singled and
Kaufman added an RBI sac fly.

Defense was keeping both teams
quiet for the next two innings but Top
Line was hitting the ball hard and
having no success. As Top Line came
in to bat in the fourth, Montefusco
suggested, “Let’s keep doing what we
are doing and we will knock them in.
Let’s get them.”

The first two Top Liners hit long fly
balls to the outfield for outs. As
McCormack stepped to the plate,
Montefusco added, “We need base
runners Whitey!” McCormack heeded
his plea and plopped a single over
short. Unfortunately D’Meo’s fly ball
settled into the glove of DeRosa.

Contact contacted the ball for a run
in the lower fourth inning. Tim Walsh

(1-for-3, 2 runs, RBI) reached on an
error and later scored on Kaufman’s
long sac fly near the remote trees in
right-center. Top Line posed a threat
in the fifth with Greco, who walked,
on third and Ball on first with a single
and one out. But Gelb made his div-
ing, rolling catch and Rothenberg
corralled his hopper at first.

DeRosa and Chad Swenson both
singled with no outs in the Contact
fifth but Montefusco chased down
three straight fly balls in center. As the
sixth inning approached, Hernandez
hinted to the Top Liners, “Let’s get
some runs now. It’s getting late early.”

The play on words led to three
straight fly outs in the outfield. How-
ever Contact made its best contact in
the sixth and came through with four
runs to seize a 7-1 lead. Bialos hobbled
an infield single, Zierler dribbled a
single down the third baseline and
Walsh whacked an RBI single to right.
Byer bounced an RBI single past first,
Kaufman pulled an RBI single to right
and Ed Quinn punched an RBI single
to left.

After Rory Caldwell flew out to
DeRosa in the Top Line seventh,
Montefusco made one last plea.
“Come on Whitey! It’s never too late
in softball.”

McCormack came through again,
this time with a double. He then scored
on Greco’s two-out, RBI single right
down the third base line. A popup to
second ended the game.
Top Line 100 000 1 2
Contact 200 104 x 7
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Wolfgang Rattles John Paul II in Softball, 8-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Netherwood Sweeps Chico’s in Semi, 12-10, 12-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Compete
At ‘Y’ Long Course National

NATIONAL TEAM...The Westfield “Y” Long Course National Team from left to
right are: Eric Bebel, Sedan Collins, Griff Morgan, Steven Warren, Colin Daniel,
Emma Reilly, Ryan Bebel, Caroline Basil

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
swim team competed in the YMCA
Long Course National Championships
held at the Indianapolis University
Natatorium in Indianapolis on July
27 through 31. The Westfield “Y”
men placed 19th overall against 119
teams from across the country.

The Devilfish team of eight
(Caroline Basil, Eric Bebel, Ryan
Bebel, Aedan Collins, Colin Daniel,
Griff Morgan, Emma Reilly and
Steven Warren) achieved six Top-16
finishes and set 11 Devilfish Long
Course individual records and five
team relay records.

Top swims and records include:
Steven Warren 5th in the 100-breast
(1:06.78), 7th in the 50-breast (30.53),
200-breast (2:34.77); Aedan Collins
placed 11th in the 50-free (24.34),
50-back (28.73) and 100-back

(1:02.85); Griff Morgan placed 18th
in the 50-free, 22nd in the 100-free
(54.13) and swam the 200-free in a
record 2 .75; Colin Daniel placed 7th
in the 50-breast, 22nd in the 50-fly
(26.86) and 100-fly (58.97); Ryan
Bebel 200IM (2:17.88).

Morgan, Bebel, Bebel and Collins
finished ninth in the 200-free relay
(1:37.62) and set team records in the
400- and 800-free with times of
3:42.32 and 8:37.16, respectively.
Collins, Warren, Daniel and Morgan
placed 12th in the 200-medley relay
(1:49.73) and 16th in the 400-medley
relay (4:05.21).

For more information regarding the
Westfield Area Y Devilfish Swim
Team contact Brian Guidera, Direc-
tor of Competitive Aquatics and Head
Coach, (908) 233-2700 x263 or
bguidera@westfieldynj.org.

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Complete
Long Course Swim Season

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
Swim Team has completed the sum-
mer Long Course (LC) season. The
team competed in meets held at
Rutger’s Sonny Werblin and
Princeton’s DeNunzio 50-meter
pools.

Throughout the LC season 27 swim-
mers placed in the Top-8. At the Long
Course Cup Championships on June
3-5, Roan Baker (boys 11/12) fin-
ished 2nd (200IM), 3rd (200-free,
50-breast, 100-breast), 4th (50-back),
6th (100-fly); Seth Camacho (boys
11/12) 3rd (200-back), 4th (100-
back), 5th (50-fly), 7th (100-fly).

At the MYM Summer Sunshine
Invitational on June 19, Roan Baker
finished 1st (100-free, 100-back, 100-
fly); Seth Camacho 2nd (100-back,
100-fly), 3rd (50-back); Emily Con-
stable (girls 9/10) 1st (50-breast), 3rd
(100-breast), 7th (50-free); Emily Gao
(girls 9/10) 4th (100-fly); Will Heinze
(boys 9/10) 7th (50-fly), 8th (50-free);
Charlie Jeckell (boys 9/10) 4th (50-
free), 5th (100-back); 8th (50-fly);
Viv Jeckell (girls 11/12) 3rd (50-fly),
5th (50-free); Sofia Leonetti (girls
13/14) 1st (100- and 200-breast), 7th
(100-back); Gigi Sandull (girls 11/
12) 7th (50-fly, 100-breast); Selah
Tedesco (girls 9/10) 6th (100-back);
Barney Veres (boys 13/14) 8th (100-
breast); TJ Walsh (boys 11/12) 5th
(50-free), 7th (100-fly); Mary Weber
(girls 13/14) 3rd (400-free), 5th (200-
back, 200IM); Peter Youssef (boys
11/12) 8th (50-free).

At the Jeffrey S Mace Memorial
Summer Sizzle on June 24-26, Baker
finished 1st (400IM), 3rd (200IM),
5th (50-fly, 200-breast, 100-breast),
7th (200-free); Seth Camacho 6th
(200-fly).

Top 15-18 finishes at HACY Sum-
mer Fun Meet: Eric Bebel 3rd (50-
breast, 100-free); Ryan Bebel 5th (50-
breast); Aedan Collins 4th (50-fly,
50-back); Collin Daniel 2nd (50-fly),
6th (50-breast); Julia McGann 7th
(200-open back); Griff Morgan 2nd
(100-fly), 3rd (200-free); Emma
Reilly 1st (50-back); Steven Warren
1st (50-breast), 5th (200-breast).

At the NJ Silver Bronze Champi-
onship on July 15-17, Emily Gao
placed 7th (50-fly); Kevin Gao (boys
11/12) 2nd (200-breast), Will Heinze
4th (100-fly); Viv Jeckell 8th (50-
free); Sofia Leonetti 5th (100-breast);
Danny McGann (boys 9/10) 7th (50-
back); Julia McGann 3rd (200IM),
4th (200- and 400-free), 8th (100-
free); Gigi Sandull 1st (200IM), 2nd
(200-breast), 4th (100-back); Cole
Sharkey (boys 9/10) 1st (200-free),
4th (100-back); Christian Tedesco
(boys 11/12) 6th (200-breast); Mary
Weber 3rd (200-back); Zach Youssef
(boys 13/14) 2nd (100-fly), 7th (100-
breast), 8th (100-back). The season
ended at the NJ LC Junior Olympic
Championships on July 28-31. Roan
Baker placed 4th (200IM), 6th (50-
breast, 50-free), 7th (200-free) and
Julia McGann finished 4th (200-
back).

An amazing 22 individual team
records and 10 relay team records
were reset. Boys 9-10: 200-free relay

– Charlie Jeckell, Cole Sharkey, JD
Twilley and Danny McGann; 11-12
boys: Roan Baker 400-free, 50-fly,
100-fly, 200IM, 400IM; Seth
Camacho 200-back, 200-fly; 13-14
girls: Julia McGann 200-free, 400-
free, 200-back; 200-free relay Alyssa
Corvelli, Mary Weber, Julia McGann,
Tori Sandull; 400-free relay McGann,
Abigael McKinney, Weber, Sandull;
200- and 400-medley relays McGann,
Corvelli, McKinney, Sandull; 13-14
boys: Zach Youssef 1500-free; 15-18
boys: Aedan Collins 50-free, 50-back,
100-back; Griff Morgan 100-free, 200
-free; Steven Warren 50 -breast, 100-
breast, 200-breast; Colin Daniel 50-
fly, 100-fly; Ryan Bebel 200IM; 200-
free relay Morgan, Eric Bebel,
R.Bebel, Collins; 400- and 800-free
relays Collins, Bebel, Bebel, Mor-
gan; 200- and 400-medley relays
Collins, Warren, Daniel, Morgan.

For more information regarding the
Westfield Area Y Devilfish Swim
Team contact Brian Guidera, Direc-
tor of Competitive Aquatics and Head
Coach, (908) 233-2700 x263 or
bguidera@westfieldynj.org.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PROMISING FUTURE...The young Chico’s, comprised predominantly of recent Scotch Plains-Fanwood athletes, could be
a major force in the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League future. The Chico banditos consist of (in no order) James Lettieri,
Chris Lettieri, Stan Lorenz, Brad Alleman, Rob Mrozek, Mike Reupter, Zack Brencens, James D’Angelo, John Murphy,
Jack Poillon, Owen Monahan and Morgan Ellman and others.

Netherwood an 8-7 lead. Kevin
Spellman added an RBI single.

Trailing 9-7, Chico’s got one back
in the fourth when Brad Alleman
ripped a single into leftfield. The real
highlight though came a pitch earlier
when Alleman rocketed a long foul
ball down the right field line that
made it all the way to the basketball
court, hitting the backboard and bank-
ing in through the hoop. Unfortu-
nately for Chico’s this did not count
as a three pointer.

Netherwood took a 12-8 lead by
notching three runs in the fourth. Pence
and Roth had one RBI each in the
inning. Chico’s answered with two in
the fifth with Christian Biggums and
D’Angelo each driving in a run. The
offensive fireworks suddenly ended

though as each team’s pitcher bore
down and shut out the opponent the
rest of the way. In fact, Rachko set the
Chico’s batters down in order in both
the 6th and 7th innings to preserve the
12-10 victory.

In Game 2, Netherwood exploded
for six runs in the top of the second
inning to take command of the con-
test. Kevin Spellman and Lau each
had RBI to open the scoring. Rachko
and Jeff Bendix followed with RBI
singles. Pence had a two-run single
that forged a 6-0 lead.

Netherwood added three more in
the fourth. Lau’s sacrifice fly plated
Spellman, who led off the inning with
a triple to left. Joe Tufaro and Pence
also drove in runs as Netherwood
built to a commanding 9-0 lead.

They would score three more in the
sixth to make it 12-0.

That was more than enough for
Netherwood starter Kevin Woodring,
who held Chico’s scoreless through
five innings. Woodring’s shutout was
spoiled in the bottom of the sixth as
Chico’s managed to plate three runs.
Woodring set the side down in order
in the seventh to notch the 12-3 vic-
tory and complete the sweep.

“Kevin can do that,” said Brainard.
“He shut them down tonight and we
were able to string together some hits
at the right times. I can tell you this
though. If Chico’s stays together then
they will have a really good team next
year and beyond. They’ve got a lot of
young talented guys on their roster.”

Netherwood was set to meet Stage
House Inn for the championship in a
best of three this week. Stage House
Inn defeated Netherwood last year,
avenging a loss to them a year earlier.
The two teams have dominated the
rest of the league and have met in the
title game for the last nine seasons.

“Both teams are very experienced,”
said Brainard of the upcoming rematch
with Stage House Inn. “Over the years
we’ve been able to keep the core of
our team intact. It is the same way
with Stage House. We’ve met them in
the finals I don’t know how many
years running now. They usually get
the better of it. We’ve taken a couple
from them. We’ll see what happens
this year. Our guys can play with
them.”

GAME 1:
Chico’s 061 120 0 10
Netherwood 324 300 x 12

GAME 2:
Netherwood 060 303 0 12
Chico’s 000 003 0 3

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GIVING IT A TRY...St. John Paul II had a tough time with the St. Wolfgang wolfpack at Farley Field in Scotch Plains.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Paul Leso, Tom Ulichny, Rob Stratton and Pete Costello; back row, Steve Spoljaric,
Karl Grossmann, Lou Balestriere, Joe McEvoy and Floyd Roberts.

Movesesian got his second RBI of the
game by lashing a single to centerfield
that scored Blasi to make it 4-0. How-
ever Santiago tried to score from sec-
ond and was thrown out at the plate
for the third out of the inning.

St. John Paul starter Steve Spoljaric
hung tough but needed help from his
offense. He finally got some run sup-
port in the fourth when St. John Paul
got to Paterek for a couple of runs.
Rob Stratton and Lou Balestriere led
off with back-to-back singles.

Spoljaric then brought Stratton home
with an RBI single into center to make
it 4-1. This was when Mangiris came
up with his great snag of Leso’s sink-
ing popup for the first out of the
inning. Floyd Roberts then singled up
the middle for another run that cut the
deficit to 4-2. With the tying run on
base, Paterek got the next two batters

fly out.
Santiago, who finished 3-for-3, did

his biggest damage in the sixth. Lead-
ing 4-2, Santiago led off and drove a
deep fly ball into the right centerfield
gap. There was never any doubt that
Santiago would make it all the way
around the base path.

“My son was here watching today
so that inspired me,” said Santiago of
his home run.

Spoljaric managed to navigate his
way through the inning without fur-

ther damage.
St. Wolfgang added three more to

their total in the seventh. Blasi had an
RBI double into right field, which
scored Mangiris, who led off with a
single. Chemidlin then legged out an
infield single that scored two more
runs for an 8-2 lead.

St. John Paul forged its best threat

of the game in the sixth when three
straight singles by Balestriere,
Spoljaric and Leso loaded the bases
with no outs. Needing to cut into that
six-run deficit, St. John Paul instead
came up with nothing when Roberts
popped out to shortstop and Karl
Grossmann hit into a 3-6-3 double
play.

St. John Paul went down in order in
the seventh. Santiago was 3-for-3 with
a single, a double and an in the park
home run and 2 RBI. Movesesian

also had a pair of RBI for St. Wolfgang,
which sits at 12-5 tucked neatly in
second place two and one half games
behind St. Maximilian. (14-2). St.
John Paul, which had been involved
in three straight one-run games, saw
its record fall to 6-10 on the season.
St. Wolfgang 301 001 3 8
St. John Paul II 000 200 0 2

Nomahegan Braves Finish
Strong at UCOSL Meet

The Nomahegan Braves Swim Team
led by Head Coach Caroline Kupfer
and Assistant Coaches Tyler Lessner,
Aidan Donadio and Nick Youssef
capped off their winning season with a
strong performance at the Union County
Outdoor Swim League (UCOSL)
Championships held at Westfield’s Me-
morial Pool on July 22 and 23.

Floyd Conlin (11-12 group) was a
quadruple winner, taking first place
in the 100-meter individual medley
(IM), 50-freestyle, 50-breaststroke,
and anchoring the winning 200-free
relay with Cameron Linenberg, Will-
iam Crall, and Peter Youssef. The
foursome set a new team record with
a time of 2:11.15 vs. 2:11.66 set by G.
Morgan, N. Cannone, N. Youssef and
R. Daniel in 2010.

Conlin also set a record for the 50-
breaststroke: 38.37, which bested the
prior record of 39.34 set by his father
Lou Conlin 34 years ago in 1982.
Conlon was just 0.13 shy of the 11-12
100IM record of 1:10.90 set by Marc
Holloway in 1976 (Holloway is one
of the great WHS swimmers who – as
a freshman – was part of a record-
breaking, winning relay team and out-
touched for first in the 50-yard
freestyle with a time of 21.88 at the
high school state championships).

LJ Conlin was a triple winner taking
first place in the 8U 25-freestyle, 25-
breaststroke and the 25-butterfly. Ava
Contract won the 8U 25-breaststroke,
Gus Cummings won the 8U 25-back-
stroke, Danny McGann won the 9-10
25-backstroke and Julia McGann won
the 13-14 50-backstroke.

TOP-9 INDIVIDUAL SWIMMERS:
Girls 9-10 100IM: Ava Benson 3rd
Boys 9-10 100IM: William Heinze 3rd
Girls 11-12 100IM: Emma Heinze 7th
Boys 11-12 100IM: Floyd Conlin 1st,
Spencer Shore 9th
Girls 13-14 100IM: Julia McGann 3rd

Boys 13-14 100IM: Zach Youssef 2nd
Girls 6U 25-free: Julia Munz 5th, Kate
Cymbor 6th
Boys 6U 25-free: Basil Glacken 7th,
Kevin Mitchell 9th
Girls age 7 25-free: Emma Crall 6th
Boys age 7 25-free: Matthew Fisher 6th
Girls age 25-free: Ava Contract 5th
Boys age 8 25-free: LJ Conlin 1st, Gus
Cummings 5th
Girls 9-10 25-free: Ava Benson 2nd
Boys 9-10 25-free: Danny McGann 2nd,
Ted Crall 8th
Girls 11-12 50-free: Emma Heinze 9th
Boys 11-12 50-free: Floyd Conlin 1st,
Cameron Linenberg 2nd, Peter Youssef
4th (tie), Will Crall 6th (tie), Spencer
Shore 9th (tie)
Girls 13-14 50-free: Julia McGann 4th,
Andrea Morin 7th (tie)
Boys 13-14 50-free: Zach Youssef 3rd,
Spencer Linenberg 4th
Girls 8U 25-breast: Ava Contract 1st
Boys 8U 25-breast: LJ Conlin 1st
Boys 9-10 25-breast: Danny McGann
3rd, Ted Crall 5th
Boys 11-12 50-breast: Floyd Conlin
1st, Will Crall 5th, Cameron Linenberg
7th, Jack Young 9th
Girls 13-14 50-breast: Grace Friedberg
7th
Boys 13-14 50-breast: Spencer
Linenberg 2nd, Benton Cummings 9th
Boys 8U 25-back: Gus Cummings 1st
Boys 9-10 25-back: Danny McGann 1st,
Rafael Morin 4th, Michael Fisher 5th
Boys 11-12 50-back: Peter Youssef 2nd,
Will Crall 3rd, Spencer Shore 6th
Girls 13-14 50-back: Julia McGann 1st
Boys 13-14 50-back: Spencer
Linenberg 5th, Benton Cummings 8th
Girls 8U 25-fly: Ava Contract 3rd
Boys 8U 25-fly: LJ Conlin 1st, Matthew
Fisher 6th
Girls 9-10 25-fly: Ava Benson 4th,
Caroline Heinze 8th
Boys 9-10 25-fly: Ted Crall 2nd, Patrick
Miller 5th, Rafael Morin 8th
Girls 11-12 50-fly: Anna Linenberg 5th
Boys 11-12 50-fly: Cameron Linenberg
3rd, Peter Youssef 7th
Girls 13-14 50-fly: Grace Friedberg 5th,
Andrea Morin 8th
Boys 13-14 50-fly: Zach Youssef 2nd

STANDINGS (August 7):
TEAM W L
St. Maximilian 14   2
St. Wolfgang 12   5
St. Vincent 10   8
St. Joseph 9   7
St. George 9   8
St. John Paul II 6 10
St. Matthew 5 11
St. Francis 2 16

St. Joseph 19, St. Francis 8
Offense was not hard to come by

on August 1 as St. Joseph and St.
Francis combined for 27 runs and 48
hits, including nine extra base hits.
James ‘New York, New York!’ Barba
hit for the cycle to carry St. Joseph to
a 19-8 win over St. Francis at Forest
Road in seven innings. St. Joseph hit
three home runs in the win. Home
runs for St. Joseph came when Barba
homered in the first inning, Nam-
June Joe homered in the second in-

ning, and Gus Alvarez homered in
the sixth inning.

Four runs in the bottom of the third
helped St. Francis close its deficit to
7-4. It was all Joey’s from there on as
Joey’s pitcher Frank Chupko kept
the Frans honest, while his offense
added 12 more runs over the final
four frames.
St. George 5, St. Vincent 1 (8/2)
St. Vincent 7, St. George 1 (8/4)

Thanks to some early-season
rainouts, St. George and St. Vincent
faced off in a Banksian ‘Let’s Play
Two!’ series last week. The two sides
split series with the Georgies taking
the first game, 5-1, at Forest Road on
a big night from Walt Patrylo and
Tony Perconte. Al Betau had his Ce-
ment-ball working on the mound as
he limited the Vincenzos to only eight
hits over seven innings.

The tables were turned on the St.
Georgies in the return meeting as it
was St. Vincent that jumped out to an
early lead and veteran pitcher Harold
Hopler that kept the George bats si-
lent. Gerry Riepe led the way for St.
Vincent with two RBI on the way to a
7-1 victory.
St. Wolfgang 8, St. John Paul II 2

Reinaldo Santiago put on a hitting
clinic for St. Wolfgang at Farley Road
Park with a single, a double and a
homerun in Friday’s match-up. St.
Wolfgang scored three runs in the
first and seventh to bookend the win.
Wolfgang scored in the seventh on an
RBI double by Anthony Blasi and a
two-run single by Peter Chemidlin.
Chris Paterek got the win for St.
Wolfgang. He allowed two, struck
out none, walked one and gave up 10
hits. Steve Spoljaric was charged with
the loss. He allowed eight runs in
seven innings, walked four and struck
out none.
St. Maximilian 6, St. Matthew 2

St. Matthew jumped out to an early
lead, but was unable to hold on and
lost 6-2 to St. Maximilian on Wednes-
day. The top of the first saw St.
Matthew take an early lead, 2-0. Wells
Pikaart tripled, bringing home Rich
Reich after a single by Reich got
things started. The scoreboard lit up
again for St. Matthew when Pikaart
scored on a sacrifice fly by Michael
McKenna. The game was never in
doubt after the fifth, as St. Maximilian
scored two runs on two singles. Rich
McNanna had a three-hit day for St.
Max by tripling in the second, dou-
bling in the fifth, and singling in the
sixth. Pikaart was solid at the plate
for St. Matthew. Pikaart went 2-3,
drove in one and scored one run. St.
Max pitcher John Deitch allowed
one earned run, seven hits and no
walks in the win.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

PERSON TO PERSON TRANSFER
 & LICENSE RENEWAL

TAKE NOTICE that an application has
been made to the Township of Cranford, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016, for a Person-to-Person transfer
and Renewal License to FDCH LLC, trad-
ing as Cranford Hotel Inc., 1 South Union
Avenue a/k/a 2 Walnut Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016 of the Plenary Retail
Consumption License # 2003-33-006-004
heretofore issued to Cranford Hotel Inc., 1
South Union Avenue a/k/a 2 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

The person(s) who will hold an interest in
this license are:

Frank DiTullio, III, 117 Chatham Lane,
Point Pleasant, New Jersey 08742 and

David Carracino, 46 Wadsworth Ter-
race, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

Objections, if any, should be made in
writing to Tara Rowley, Municipal Clerk,
Township of Cranford, 8 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

FDCH LLC
P.O. Box 865

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
2 T - 08/04 &
08/11/16, The Leader Fee: $55.08

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Probitas Verus Honos

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:
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SCOTCH PLAINS. A 3 story condo located in the premier
community of Southwyck Village. A private patio leads into den w/
WBF, EIK, Dining Room/Living Room w/lots of sunlight. Second
floor has 2 large bedrooms w/2 baths and laundry room. Loft on third fl is a bonus
& can be used as an office, exercise room etc.. Central vacuum and new washer &
dryer. Just steps from your door are the pool, tennis courts and clubhouse. Private
gated community with a 24 hour manned gatehouse. $314,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

TOWNHOUSE
WESTFIELD. This Ranch-style home is set on a tranquil street near park land.
Quality craftsmanship and colonial touches, a sunlit floor plan plus beautiful views
of Tamaques Park and Pond.  Features include oak flooring, Living Room fireplace,
dentil molding and built-ins, Formal Dining Room, Master Bedroom with an en suite bath, Central Air
and expansive finished basement. Located just moments from Tamaques Elementary, Edison Middle,
Lincoln School and Westfield High School and a short distance to vibrant downtown Westfield and NYC
transportation. This home offers good looks and convenience and beautiful locale. $649,000.

RANCH

WESTFIELD. 5 Bedroom 4.5 Bath Custom Colonial to be built
by Preferred Home Builders. Featuring Four Floors of Luxury
Finished Living Space. Exquisite Millwork, Recessed Lighting
Throughout, Oak wood Flooring, Gourmet Custom Kitchen boasting Solid wood
Cabinetry, SS appliance package, Breakfast area. Coffered Ceiling in Dining Room,
Family Room includes Gas Fireplace and sliding door to Backyard, second floor Au
Pair suite, Main bath, Master suite boasts Oversized WIC, spa Bath. $1,089,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION - COLONIAL
WESTFIELD. New Construction By R4 Homes. 5 Bedroom, 4.5
Bath Custom Colonial. Four Floors of finished Luxury. Extensive
mill Work, crown Molding and raised paneling, 4" Oak Floors,
gourmet Kitchen, Family room with Gas Fire Place and sliders leading to Backyard.
Fabulous master suite with sitting area, his and hers walk in closets and Balcony. 2
Zone Heating and Central air, Landscaping Package...plus so much more! $1,169,000.

COLONIAL – NEW CONSTRUCTION

Ana
DeFigueiredo

Top Sales for the
month of July

Sales Associate
of the Month

Renata
Dias

Top Lister for the
month of July

HOPLER TOSSES GEM; LoBRACE, RIEPE 2 RBI EACH

St. Vincent Avenges Loss, Beats
Georgie in St. Bart’s Action, 7-1

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Behind stalwart pitching from
Harold Hopler, St. Vincent took a 7-1
decision over St. George in a St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League ac-
tion on August 4 at Farley Field in
Scotch Plains. Hopler went the dis-
tance, shutting out St. George in six of
seven innings. Hopler allowed just a
single run in the top of the fourth
inning on a sacrifice fly spoiling what
would have been a shutout.

“You just try to vary your pitch
location,” said Hopler afterwards.
“If you come high in the zone on a
pitch then you want to try and come
in low on the next pitch. Just try not
to give them the same pitch to look at

twice in a row.”
As the dog days of August settle in

and the post season nears, teams in
the Angels Division are jockeying for
position in the upcoming playoffs.
This game featured a pair of teams
planted firmly in the middle of the
division, well behind pace-setting St.
Maximillian (13-2) and second place

St. Wolfgang (10-5). St. George en-
tered the game with a 9-6 record,
while St. Vincent came in at 9-7.

With St. George sending crafty
starter Al Betau out to pitch, the game
figured to be a real pitching duel and
it did not disappoint. Betau struggled
early, giving up a pair of runs in the
bottom of the first. Ben LoBrace and
Gerardo Riepe each reached Betau
for RBI singles to stake St. Vincent’s
to a 2-0 lead. It could have been worse
had Larry Szenyi not lined into a 5-2
double play to end the inning.

In Oldtimers softball, it is rare when
two runs is enough to carry a team to
victory. But with Hopler moving his
pitches all around the strike zone, the St.
George batters could muster no more

than one extra base hit the entire game.
“Sometimes it is like that in this

league,” said St. George captain Jeff
Friedlander. “I mean, we just beat
these guys two nights ago, 5-1, and
the situation was nearly reversed. They
did a good job of keeping our hitters
off balance.”

Betau escaped a no outs, bases-

loaded jam in the bottom of the sec-
ond by retiring three straight batters
to keep the lead at 2-0, but Betau
could not escape a third inning on-
slaught that saw St. Vincent’s plate
five runs to take a commanding 7-0
lead. John Junguenet led off by leg-
ging out a double ahead of the throw
from left. Hopler followed with a
single. From there, Ben LoBrace
knocked in his second run of the game
with a single to right field. With bases
loaded and one out, Riepe came
through with his second RBI of the
game when he singled into right field
and scored Hopler from third. Pat
McDonnell drove in another run when
he worked out a bases-loaded walk.
Brian Pyluck had an RBI on a ground

out and Frank Apicella singled to
drive in the seventh run of the game.

Down 7-0, St. George started off
the fourth inning with back-to-back
singles by Tony Perconte and Betau.
David Eckert got St. George on the
board with a sacrifice fly to right that
scored Perconte. However back-to-

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THEY COULD GLOW IN THE DARK...The St. George orange show their “glow in the dark” shirts after the game with
St. Vincent. The Georgie boys consist of (total team in no order) Tony Perconte, Bob Cihanowyz, Kevin Coupe, Mike DiBella,
Dave Eckert, Jeff Friedlander, Bruce Logan, Walt Patrylo, Ryan Peters, Jim Richey, Frank Samuelian, Jim Sosinski, Corey
Woodring, Fred Wustefeld and Rob Zerafa.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

50+ A DIVISION (August 7)
TEAM W L
Deegan Roofing 23 0
Linwood Inn 14 10
Liberty Lighting 13 11
Roselle American Legion 12 11

50+ B DIVISION
TEAM W L
Contact Lens & Vision 16 7
Cranford VFW 12 11
Awnings Galore 10 14
Top Line   9 15
Bad Brains   7 17

50+ C DIVISION
TEAM W L
Riverside Inn 15 9
Driftwood Bar & Grill II 13 11
AJ Jersey   7 17
D&K Associates   3 21

Linwood Inn 13, Roselle A.L. 7
In a tightly played game. which

concluded the regular season for both
teams, Linwood was down 6-5 to a
undermanned Legion squad before
scoring four in both the 6th and 7th, to
seal the victory. For the Tap House,
Joe Sarica was 4-for-4, while the two
Mikes (DiRienzo and Rzewuski) had
three hits apiece. Pitcher Rich Johns,
Jeff Villani, Jack Helfrich and Nick
Mennona contributed a pair of hits
each. For the Legion, Mike McGuire,
Bob Colaneri and Ed Lubas led the

offensive support of Pat Mooney, who
pitched a determined game.
Top Line 7, Bad Brains 5

In a close defensive game, Top Line
erupted for five runs in the 6th inning
to erase an early 5-2 Bad Brains lead.
The Appliance Makers were led by
Ron Kulik with four hits. The BB
offense was led by Mike Hoffman
with three hits, Jose Santana and Jose
Cortes both with two hits. Joe Kenney
and Keith McDede added two hits
each coming off the DL.

Top Line wins the one game play-in
and would compete against Contact
Lens and Vision in the first round of
the playoffs.
Contact Lens 7, Top Line 2

See exclusive story by David B.
Corbin. Howard Bialos, who pitched
a masterpiece, was supported offen-
sively by Peter Byer (perfect 3-for-3)
and Ken Zierler, who tripled and
singled. The Lensmen received some
clutch hitting from Tim Walsh, Neil
Kaufman and Ed Quinn. Terrific field-
ing from Joe DeRosa helped keep the
game a low scoring affair.

Contact Lens and Vision leads the
best of three series, 1-0.
Deegan Roofing 12, Roselle A.L. 3

Deegan pitcher Pete Appolito scat-
tered a handful of hits and was once
again backed up by solid defense.
Hitting stars for the Roofers were
John Garced with three hits, while
Marty Bernstein, Ricky McMahon
and Kevin Woodring each had two
hits. Deegan slugger Farlan Alusik
was walked intentionally three times.
Jeff Baier, Jim McCullough and Gene
Antonucci led the Roselle attack.

Deegan Roofing leads the best of
three series, 1-0.
Linwood Inn 4, Liberty 1

Where defense dominated,
Linwood’s infield of Mike Rzewski (14
putouts at first base), Jeff Villani, Mike
DiRienzo, Joe Lynch and pitcher Rich
Johns excelled. Joe Lynch and Mac
Kowaleski led the Barmen offense with
two hits each. Dan Nigro drove in the
only run of the night for LLG.

Linwood leads the best of three
series, 1-0.
Linda’s Driftwood II 15, AJ Jersey 6

Linda’s posted a nine-run inning,
which was the difference in the game.

Linda’s Driftwood Bar II leads the
best of three series, 1-0.
Cranford VFW 14, Awnings Ga-

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUPERMEN? NOT REALLY...Contact Lens & Vision veterans Dave Rothenberg, standing, and Joe DeRosa pretend that
they actually bent this bench before the Union County Senior 50+ playoff game with Top Line at Rahway River Park.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,

IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF SALE OF
$6,240,000

GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2016
(BOOK-ENTRY BONDS) (CALLABLE) (BANK-QUALIFIED)

ELECTRONIC PROPOSALS (the “Proposals”), via BiDCOMP/PARITY Competitive
Bidding System (“PARITY”) only, will be received by the Chief Financial Officer of the
Borough of Fanwood in the County of Union, New Jersey (the “Borough”), on August 24,
2016 until 11:00 a.m., New York City time, at which time they will be announced, for the
purchase of all, but not less than all, of the Borough’s General Obligation Bonds, Series
2016 (the “Bonds”). Bidders are required to submit their Proposal for the purchase of the
Bonds in accordance with the terms of the Notice of Sale.

Principal Amortization
Principal of the Bonds will be paid annually, subject to prior optional redemption, on the

fifteenth day of July in the following years and in the following aggregate amounts:

Principal Principal
Year  Amount Year  Amount
2017 $250,000 2026 $410,000
2018 250,000 2027 425,000
2019 250,000 2028 425,000
2020 250,000 2029 430,000
2021 250,000 2030 435,000
2022 250,000 2031 475,000
2023 250,000 2032 500,000
2024 440,000 2033 500,000
2025 450,000

Interest Payment Dates
The Bonds will be dated the date of delivery (which is expected to be September 14,

2016) and will bear interest at the rate per annum specified by the successful bidder
therefor in accordance herewith, payable on January 15, 2017 and semi-annually
thereafter on the fifteenth day of July and January in each year until maturity or prior
optional redemption. Interest on the Bonds shall be calculated on the basis of a 360-day
year of twelve 30-day calendar months.

Optional Redemption Provisions
The Bonds maturing on or prior to July 15, 2026 shall not be subject to redemption prior

to their respective maturity dates. The Bonds maturing on or after July 15, 2027 shall be
subject to redemption prior to their respective maturity dates, on or after July 15, 2026 at
the option of the Borough, either in whole or in part at any time in any order of maturity
at one hundred percent (100%) of the principal amount of the Bonds being redeemed (the
“Redemption Price”), plus in each case accrued interest thereon to the date fixed for
redemption.

Notice of Redemption shall be given by mailing by first class mail in a sealed envelope
with postage prepaid to the registered owners of such Bonds at their respective
addresses as they last appear on the registration books kept for that purpose by the
Borough, at least thirty (30) but not more than sixty (60) days before the date fixed for
redemption. However, so long as DTC (or any successor thereto) acts as Securities
Depository for the Bonds, Notices of Redemption shall be sent to such depository and
shall not be sent to the beneficial owners of the Bonds, and will be done in accordance
with DTC procedures. Any failure of such depository to advise any of its participants or
any failure of any participant to notify any beneficial owner of any Notice of Redemption
shall not affect the validity of the redemption proceedings. If the Borough determines to
redeem a portion of the Bonds of a maturity, such Bonds shall be selected by lot. If Notice
of Redemption has been given as described herein, the Bonds, or the portion thereof
called for redemption, shall be due and payable on the date fixed for redemption at the
Redemption Price, together with accrued interest to the date fixed for redemption.
Payment shall be made upon surrender of the Bonds redeemed.

Book-Entry-Only System
As long as DTC or its nominee, Cede & Co., is the registered owner of the Bonds,

payments of the principal of and interest on the Bonds will be made directly to Cede & Co.,
as nominee of DTC, which will credit payments of principal of and interest on the Bonds
to the DTC participants as listed in the records of DTC as of each next preceding January
1 and July 1, respectively (the “Record Dates” for payment of interest on the Bonds), which
participants will in turn credit such payments to the beneficial owners of the Bonds.

All bidders of the Bonds must be participants of The Depository Trust Company, New
York, New York (“DTC”) or affiliated with its participants. The Bonds will be issued in fully
registered form, and when issued will be registered in the name of and held by Cede &
Co., as the registered owner thereof and nominee for DTC, an automated depository for
securities and clearinghouse for securities transactions.

Individual purchases of beneficial ownership interests in the Bonds will be made in
book-entry form (without certificates) in the denomination of $5,000 each or integral
multiples thereof. It shall be the obligation of the successful bidder to furnish to DTC an
underwriter’s questionnaire and the denomination of the Bonds not less than seventy-two
(72) hours prior to the delivery of the Bonds.

In the event that either DTC determines not to continue to act as securities depository
for the Bonds or the Borough determines that the beneficial owners of the Bonds be able
to obtain bond certificates, the Borough will appoint a paying agent and will issue and
deliver replacement Bonds in the form of fully registered certificates.

Electronic Bidding Procedures
Bids may be submitted electronically via PARITY in accordance with this Notice of Sale,

until 11:00 a.m., New York City time, on August 24, 2016, but no bid will be received after
the time for receiving bids specified above. To the extent any instructions or directions set
forth in PARITY conflict with this Notice of Sale, the terms of this Notice of Sale shall
control. For further information about PARITY, potential bidders may contact PARITY at
(212) 849-5021. In the event that a bid for the Bonds is submitted via PARITY, the bidder
further agrees that:

1. The Borough may regard the electronic transmission of the bid through PARITY
(including information about the purchase price of the Bonds, the interest rate or rates to
be borne by the various maturities of the Bonds, the initial public offering price of each
maturity and any other information included in such transmission) as though the same
information were submitted directly to the Borough and executed by a duly authorized
signatory of the bidder. If a bid submitted electronically by PARITY is accepted by the
Borough, the terms of the Proposal for Bonds and this Notice of Sale and the information
that is electronically transmitted through PARITY shall form a contract, and the successful
bidder shall be bound by the terms of such contract.

2. PARITY is not an agent of the Borough, and the Borough shall have no liability
whatsoever based on any bidder’s use of PARITY, including but not limited to any failure
by PARITY to correctly or timely transmit information provided by the Borough or
information provided by the bidder.

3. The Borough may choose to discontinue use of electronic bidding via PARITY by
issuing a notification to such effect via TM3 News Services, or by other available means,
no later than 3:00 p.m. (New York City Time) on the last business date prior to the bid date
set forth above.

4. Once the bids are communicated electronically via PARITY to the Borough as
described above, each bid will constitute a Proposal for Bonds and shall be deemed to
be an irrevocable offer to purchase the Bonds on the terms provided in this Notice of Sale.
For purposes of submitting all Proposal for Bonds, whether by hand delivery or electroni-
cally via Parity, the time as maintained on PARITY shall constitute the official time.

5. Each bidder choosing to bid electronically shall be solely responsible to make
necessary arrangements to access PARITY for purposes of submitting its bid in a timely
manner and in compliance with the requirements of this Notice of Sale. Neither the
Borough nor Parity shall have any duty or obligation to undertake such registration to bid
for any prospective bidder or to provide or assure access to any qualified prospective
bidder, and neither the Borough nor Parity shall be responsible for the proper operation
of, or have any liability for any delays or interruptions of, or any damages caused by
PARITY. The Borough is using PARITY as a communication mechanism, and not as the
Borough’s agent, to conduct the electronic bidding for the Bonds. By using PARITY, each
bidder agrees to hold the Borough harmless for any harm or damages caused to such
bidder in connection with its use of PARITY for bidding on the Bonds.

Bid Specifications
Each Proposal submitted must name the rate or rates of interest per annum to be borne

by the Bonds bid for and the rate or rates named must be multiples of one-eighth or one-
twentieth of one per centum. Not more than one rate may be named for Bonds of the same
maturity. There is no limitation on the rates that may be named. The difference between
the highest and lowest rates of interest named in the Proposal shall not exceed three
percent (3%). Each Proposal submitted must be for all of the Bonds and the purchase
price specified in the proposal must be not less than 100% of the aggregate par value of
the Bonds or for more than 102% of the aggregate par value of the Bonds.

Award, Delivery And Payment
The Bonds will be awarded to the bidder on whose bid the total loan may be made at

the lowest true interest cost. Such true interest cost shall be computed, as to each bid, by
doubling the semiannual interest rate (compounded semiannually) necessary to discount
the debt service payments from the payment dates to the date of the Bonds and the price
bid, excluding accrued interest to the delivery date. No Proposal shall be considered that
offers to pay an amount less than the principal amount of Bonds offered for sale or under
which the total loan is made at an interest cost higher than the lowest true interest cost
to the Borough under any legally acceptable proposal. If two or more such bidders offer
to pay the lowest true interest cost, then the Bonds will be sold to one of such bidders
selected by lot from among all such bidders. The bidder to which the Bonds are awarded
(in the manner specified above) is herein referred to as the “Successful Bidder.”

It is expected that delivery of the Bonds to DTC and payment for the Bonds will take
place on or about, September 14, 2016 at the offices of Gibbons P.C., bond counsel to
the Borough (“Bond Counsel”), in Newark, New Jersey or at such other place as may be
agreed upon with the Successful Bidder. The Bonds will be delivered to DTC in single
denominations for each maturity of each type of bond. PAYMENT FOR THE BONDS AT
THE TIME OF ORIGINAL ISSUANCE AND DELIVERY SHALL BE IN IMMEDIATELY
AVAILABLE FUNDS.

Change of Bid Date and Closing Date
The Borough reserves the right to postpone, from time to time, the date established for

the receipt of bids and will undertake to notify registered prospective bidders via
notification published on Thomson Municipal Market Monitor (“TM3”) (www.tm3.com).
Prospective bidders may request notification by facsimile transmission of any such
changes in the date or time for the receipt of bids by so advising, and furnishing their
telecopier numbers to the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough at (908) 322-8236, by
12:00 Noon, New York City time, on the day prior to the announced date for receipt of bids.
In addition, the Borough reserves the right to make changes to this Notice of Sale. Such
changes will be announced on the TM3.

A postponement of the bid date will be announced via TM3 not later than 11:00 a.m.,
New York City time, on the last business day prior to any announced date for receipt of
bids, and an alternative sale date and time will be announced via TM3 by Noon, New York
City time, not less than forty-eight (48) hours prior to such alternative date for receipt of
bids.

On any such alternative date and time for receipt of bids, the Borough will accept
electronic bids for the purchase of the Bonds, such bids to conform in all respects to the
provisions of this Notice of Sale, except for the changes in the date and time for receipt
of bids and any other changes announced via TM3 at the time the date and time for receipt
of bids are announced.

Right To Reject Bids; Waive Irregularities
The right is reserved to reject all bids, and any bid not complying with the terms of this

Notice of Sale will be rejected. The Borough reserves the right to reject any or all
Proposals and so far as permitted by law, to waive any irregularity or informality in any or
all Proposals.

Good Faith Deposit
A good faith deposit (the “Deposit”), in the form of an electronic transfer of immediately

available federal funds in accordance with the wiring instructions contained in the
immediately succeeding paragraph, in the amount of $124,800 is required for each bid
for the Bonds to be considered. A bidder shall transmit such funds to the following:

Unity Bank, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
ABA No.: 021210057
Account No.: 1230407808
Account Name: Borough of Fanwood Capital Fund
Contact: Frederick J. Tomkins, Chief Financial Officer
Phone: (908) 322-8236

Such funds must be received in the account identified immediately above no later than
11:00 a.m. New York City time on the date for receipt of bids, and must be accompanied
by detailed wiring instructions for the return thereof in the event that such bidder is not the
Successful Bidder. Please note that the contact information provided immediately above
should be used by bidders for the purposes of confirming receipt of electronic transfer of
funds and the transmittal of instructions for the return of such electronic transfers of funds
in the event such bidder is not the Successful Bidder. Electronic transfers of funds of
unsuccessful bidders for the Bonds will be returned upon award of the Bonds. It is the
intent of the Borough that electronic transfers of funds will be returned via wire transfer
to the unsuccessful bidders not later than 5:00 p.m. on the date for receipt of bids, provided
that wiring instructions have been provided by such unsuccessful bidder at the time of
transmission of the Deposit to the Borough. The Borough shall not bear any liability for
any delay that may occur in the return of an electronic transfer of the Deposit to an
unsuccessful bidder. Interest earned on the Deposit will be credited to the Borough and
will not be available to the Successful Bidder for the Bonds.

The Deposit of the Successful Bidder will be collected and the proceeds thereof
retained by the Borough to be applied in partial payment for the Bonds and no interest will
be allowed or paid upon the amount thereof, but in the event the Successful Bidder shall
fail to comply with the terms of its respective bid, the proceeds thereof will be retained as
and for full liquidated damages. Award of the Bonds to the Successful Bidder or rejection
of all bids is expected to be made within five hours after opening of the bids, but such
Successful Bidder may not withdraw its Proposal for Bonds until after 5:00 p.m. of the day
of such bid-opening and then only if such award has not been made prior to the
withdrawal.

Bond Insurance
If the Bonds qualify for issuance of any policy of municipal bond insurance, any

purchase of such policy shall be at the sole option and expense of the Successful Bidder.
If the Bonds are to be insured, the Successful Bidder shall pay the premium therefor prior
to the delivery of the Bonds. Any failure of the Bonds to be so insured or of any such policy
of insurance to be issued shall not in any way relieve the Successful Bidder of its
contractual obligations arising from the acceptance of its Proposal for Bonds for the
purchase of the Bonds.

CUSIP Numbers
It is anticipated that CUSIP identification numbers will be printed on the Bonds, but

neither the failure to print such number on any Bond nor any error with respect thereto
shall constitute cause for the failure or refusal of the Successful Bidder to accept delivery
of and pay for the Bonds. The CUSIP Service Bureau charges for the assignment of
CUSIP numbers on the Bonds shall be the responsibility of and shall be paid for by the
Successful Bidder.

Undertakings of the Successful Bidder
THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDER SHALL MAKE A BONA FIDE PUBLIC OFFERING OF

THE BONDS AT THEIR RESPECTIVE INITIAL REOFFERING PRICES AND SHALL
PROVIDE THE RELATED CERTIFICATION DESCRIBED BELOW.

The successful bidder shall within thirty (30) minutes after being notified of the award
of the Bonds, advise the Borough in writing (via facsimile transmission) of the initial
reoffering prices to the public of each maturity of the Bonds (the “Initial Reoffering Prices”).
The successful bidder must, by facsimile transmission or delivery received by the
Borough within twenty-four (24) hours after notification of the award, furnish the following
information to the Borough to complete the Official Statement in final form, as described
below:

A. Selling compensation (aggregate total anticipated compensation to the underwriters
expressed in dollars, based on the expectation that all the Bonds are sold at the prices
or yields at which the successful bidder advised the Borough that the Bonds were initially
offered to the public).

B. The identity of the underwriters if the successful bidder is part of a group or syndicate.
C. Any other material information that the Borough determines is necessary to complete

the Official Statement in final form.
After the award of the bonds, the Borough will prepare copies of the final Official

Statement and will include therein such additional information concerning the reoffering
of the bonds as the successful bidder may reasonably request. The successful bidder will
be responsible to the Borough in all aspects for the accuracy and completeness of
information provided by such successful bidder with respect to such reoffering.

SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH OR BEFORE DELIVERY OF THE BONDS, THE SUC-
CESSFUL BIDDER SHALL FURNISH TO THE BOROUGH A CERTIFICATE ACCEPT-
ABLE TO BOND COUNSEL (A COPY OF THE FORM OF SUCH CERTIFICATION IS
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST FROM BOND COUNSEL AT TELEPHONE NO. (973)
596-4777) TO THE EFFECT THAT (I) THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDER HAS MADE A BONA
FIDE PUBLIC OFFERING OF THE BONDS AT THE INITIAL REOFFERING PRICES, (II)
AS OF THE DATE OF THE SALE OF THE BONDS THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDER
REASONABLY EXPECTED TO SELL A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF THE BONDS TO
THE PUBLIC (EXCLUDING BOND HOUSES, BROKERS AND OTHER INTERMEDIAR-
IES) AT THEIR RESPECTIVE INITIAL REOFFERING PRICES, AND (III) SUBSTANTIAL
AMOUNTS OF THE BONDS WERE SOLD TO THE PUBLIC (EXCLUDING BOND
HOUSES, BROKERS AND OTHER INTERMEDIARIES) AT THEIR RESPECTIVE INI-
TIAL REOFFERING PRICES. Bond counsel advises that (i) such certificate must be
made on the best knowledge, information and belief of the successful bidder, (ii) the sale
to the public of 10% or more in par amount of the bonds of each maturity at the initial
reoffering prices would be sufficient to certify as to the sale of a substantial amount of the
bonds, and (iii) reliance on other facts as a basis for such certification would require
evaluation by bond counsel to assure compliance with the statutory requirement to avoid
the establishment of an artificial price for the Bonds.

Legal Opinions
The obligations hereunder to pay for and to accept delivery of the Bonds shall be

conditioned on the availability and the delivery at the time of delivery of the Bonds of the
approving opinion of the law firm of Gibbons P.C., Newark, New Jersey, bond counsel to
the Borough, which will be furnished without cost to the Successful Bidder, substantially
in the form set forth in the Official Statement distributed in preliminary form in connection
with the sale of the Bonds. Such opinion shall state to the effect that the Bonds are valid
and legally binding obligations of the Borough, and that all the taxable property therein
will be subject to the levy of ad valorem taxes, without limitation as to rate or amount, to
pay the principal of the Bonds and the interest thereon; and will also state that under
existing law, interest on the Bonds is excluded from gross income for purposes of Federal
income taxation. The obligations hereunder to pay for and to accept delivery of the Bonds
shall be further conditioned on the availability and delivery to the Successful Bidder, at
the time of delivery of the Bonds, of (i) certificates from the Borough Chief Financial Officer
in form satisfactory to Bond Counsel evidencing the proper execution and delivery of the
Bonds, the receipt of payment therefor and the fact the Bonds will not be arbitrage
obligations within the meaning of the Code; (ii) a certificate from the Borough Attorney,
in form and tenor satisfactory to Bond Counsel and dated as of the date of such delivery,
to the effect that there is no litigation pending or (to the knowledge of the signer or signers
thereof) threatened affecting the validity of the Bonds; and (iii) a certificate from the
Borough Chief Financial Officer, in form and tenor satisfactory to Bond Counsel and dated
as of the date of such delivery, to the effect that to the best of his knowledge of such and
belief, and after reasonable investigation: (1) neither the Official Statement relating to the
Bonds nor any amendment, or supplement thereto contains any untrue statement of a
material fact or omits to state any material fact necessary to make the statements therein,
in the light of the circumstances in which they were made, not misleading; (2) since the
date of the Official Statement (or the date of the most recent amendment or supplement
thereto) no event has occurred which would make the statements therein untrue or, in the
light of the circumstances in which they were made, misleading, and (3) there has not
been any material adverse change in the operation or financial affairs of the Borough
since the date of such Official Statement.

Bank Qualified
The Bonds will be designated as “qualified tax-exempt obligations” for purposes of

Section 265(b)(3) of the Code.

Concerning The Preliminary Official Statement
The Borough has issued an Official Statement with respect to the sale of the Bonds in

preliminary form (the “Preliminary Official Statement”) which the Borough has deemed
final as of its date for purposes of paragraph (b)(1) of Rule 15c2-12 under the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 (“Rule 15c2-12”), except for certain omissions permitted thereun-
der and except for changes permitted by other applicable law.

The Preliminary Official Statement may be accessed via the Internet at www.i-
dealprospectus.com. A printed version is also available upon request made to the Chief
Financial Officer of the Borough at the Municipal Building, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023 (telephone (908) 322-8236) or NW Financial Group, LLC,
the Financial Advisor, at (201) 656-0115.

Official Statement
The Borough agrees to provide the successful bidder with up to fifty (50) copies of the

final Official Statement adopted by the Borough in relation to the sale by the Borough of
the Bonds within the period of time allowed under Rule 15c2-12, at the sole cost and
expense of the Borough, with any additional copies which the successful bidder shall
reasonably request to be provided at the sole cost and expense of the successful bidder.

Continuing Disclosure
In order to assist the successful bidder in complying with Rule 15c2-12, the Borough

agrees to deliver on the Closing Date a Continuing Disclosure Certificate to be dated as of
the Closing Date pursuant to which the Borough shall agree to provide at the times and to
the information repositories and other persons described in Rule 15c2-12 the financial or
operating data required to be disclosed on a continuing basis pursuant to Rule 15c2-12.

Frederick J. Tomkins
Chief Financial Officer

1 T - 8/11/16, The Times Fee: $546.21
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lore 13 (8 innings)
Awnings jumped out on top in the

first inning scoring four times but
Cranford answered in the home half
with six runs of their own. AG battled
back and took a 12-7 lead into the fifth
inning but VFW chipped away and
managed to send it into extra innings
knotted at 12. Awnings scored a run in
the eighth but VFW again had the
answer as Billy Hinkle’s two-run single
through the left side of the infield
provided the victory of 14-13 for VFW.

For VFW, Hinkle went 4-for-5 with
5 RBI, Nick Pace was 4-for-4, Carl
Gamba was 4-for-5, and Frank
Verducci drove in three runs, all on
sac flies. For Awnings, Bruce

Crawford smashed two doubles and
knocked in five runs, Angelo Melillo
provided three RBI, while Mike
Kovach and Neil Granstrand each
collected four hits.

Cranford VFW leads the best of
three series, 1-0.
Riverside Inn 17, D&K 16

In a real nail-biter, Riverside held
on for the victory as Dennis Maluchnik
made two sparkling defensive plays
in leftfield. Rich Conklin and Rich
Polonitza led the attack for Riverside
with three hits apiece and Tom
Wolansky blasted a long, grand slam
home run.

Riverside Inn leads the best of three
series, 1-0.

back groundouts by Ryan Peters and
Frank Samuelian kept St. George from
inflicting more damage.

That really was St. George’s last
best shot in the game as Hopler re-
tired nine of the next 10 batters to
close out the contest. LoBrace and
Riepe each had two RBI for St.
Vincent’s.

The victory snapped a two-game
skid for St. Vincent’s that saw them
score just one run in each of those
contests. St. George, meanwhile, saw
its two-game winning streak come to
an abrupt halt with the loss. As a
result of the win, St. Vincent leap-
frogs past St. George in the standings
and now sits alone in third place, five
games back of division leading St.
Maximillian.
St. George 000 010 0 1
St. Vincent 205 000 x 7

Union County Senior 60+
Softball League Standings:

60+ A DIVISION (August 7)
TEAM W L
Creative Industries I 22 1
Kilkenny House 16 7
Awnings Galore II 12 11
Decorating Store 10 13

60+ B DIVISION
TEAM W L
American Legion 14 9
Avengers   7 15
DeBellis Associates   6 17
Creative Industries Too   4 18

Kilkenny House 6, Awnings II 1
Defense and the strong pitching of

George Brokaw carried Kilkenny
House to a 6-1 victory in the opening
game of the A Division playoffs. The
Kilkenny infield turned four double
plays, while their offense was led by
Bill Hillyer who went 3-for-3 on the
night. AG2 managed only 10 hits –
two each from Bob Bykofsky (R),
Tom Frierson (RBI), Bruce Crawford
and Angelo Melillo.
Creative I 13, Decorating Store 11

In a seesaw battle in the opening
game of A division playoffs, Creative
Industries I pushed ahead of The
Decorating Store in the fifth inning
and held on for a 13-11 victory. Win-
ning pitcher Joe DePierro (2H, 2R)
was backed up offensively by Gary
Pence (4-for-4, 3 RBI), Dennis Watson
(4-for-4) and Dana Kimmel with three
hits. Leading the D-Store at the plate
were Gary Schaller (3H, R, RBI),
Charlie Wischusen (3H, 2RBI), and
Gerard McDermott (2H, 2R, 3RBI).
George Merlo, Bill Early, Brian
McDermott, Tom McNulty and Lou
Koehler had two hits apiece in the
losing effort.
Creative I 17, Decorating Store 10

Creative Industries I completed a
semifinal playoff sweep by defeating

The Decorating Store, 17-10. The
Creative offense was led by Gary
Pence (4-for-4, 4R, 4RBI, HR), Dana
Kimmel (3H, 3R), Tom Straniero (2-
for-2, 4R) and winning pitcher Joe
DePierro with (2H, 3RBI). Leading
the D-Store was Ken Murray (3H,
2B, R, 3RBI), Gary Schaller (2H, 3B,
2R, 2RBI), George Merlo (2H, 2B,
3RBI). Bill Early, Mike Volpe, Tom
McNulty and Tom Rutkowski had
two hits each for the Decorating Store.
Awnings Galore II 4, Kilkenny 3

Awnings knotted up this semifinal
playoff series at 1-1 with yet another
defense oriented game. Bob Bykofsky,
Bob Lorincz and Danny Mendoza
each had two hits and a run scored.
Pitcher Tom Pasko held off a late
Kilkenny rally and retired the final
batter with the tying run on third base.
Avengers 9, DeBellis Associates 8

This one went down to the wire as
the Avengers evened their playoff se-
ries at one game apiece with a 9-8
victory over DeBellis Associates. The
Avengers jumped out to a 9-1 lead but
pitcher Alan Schachman and reliever
Pat LoPiccolo needed to hold off a
last minute DeBellis surge. DeBellis
had the tying run on base and the
winning run at the plate in the bottom
of the seventh inning before the fire
was put out. Leading the Avengers on
offense were Bill Moore, Anthony
Abbaleo and Chris Black who were
all 3-for-3. Doc Henley Black, Paul
Brody and Ron Horinko added two
hits apiece to the Avengers’ 19-hit
attack.
American Leg. 14, Creative Too 1

American Legion stormed into the
B Division finals as they closed out
their semifinal playoff series with a
14-1 win over Creative Industries Too.
Pitcher Bill Daniel was stellar on the
mound and added two hits to the
offense. Ray Pelesko, John Amato

and Walt Serafyn had three hits each,
and Ed Kushner added a double and a
triple in the victory.
DeBellis 21, The Avengers 1

DeBellis Associates avenged The
Avengers and took the final game of
this B Division semifinal playoff se-
ries with a 21-1 thumping. Hitting for
The Avengers were Anthony Abbaleo
(3-for-3) and Doc Henley Black, Bill
Moore and Pete Gelesky, who had
two hits each on the losing side.
AwningsII 4, Kilkenny House 3

Defense was once again the decid-
ing factor in the final game of this
semifinal playoff series. Down 3-1 in
the game, and faced with elimination,
Awnings Galore II rallied in the 7th
inning for three runs to defeat
Kilkenny House 4-3 and move on to
the championship series.

After a base on balls by Tom
Colandro to open the final frame,
Bruce Symon, Bob Bykofsky (RBI
on the hit) and Bobby Lorincz hit
consecutive singles to load the bases
with the tying run on third base. Steve
Toth’s sharp single to centerfield with
one out plated two runs to give AG2
the lead. Only a spectacular diving
catch by Ron Kulik on Tom Frierson’s
liner to right center kept Awnings
from scoring more runs. Kilkenny put
the tying run on base in the bottom of
the 7th but winning pitcher Tom Pasko
held off the attempted rally to secure
the victory.

Leadoff hitter Bykofsky had two
hits in the game, and was a combined
6-for-7 with two walks in the series, to
again pace the struggling offense. Gary
Cuttler added two more hits for the
winners in addition to playing stellar
defense all series at shortstop.

Awnings Galore II now advances
to the A Division Finals where they
will play regular-season winners Cre-
ative Industries I.

Probitas Verus Honos

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN“VINCE”ABLE...St. Vincent defeated St. George, 7-1, at Farley Field. The St. Vincent team consists of (total team in no
order) Frank Apicella, Harold Hopler, John Junguenet, Keith Karyczak, Tom Litterio, Ben LoBrace, Pat MacDonnell, Lou
Messano, Steve Pirella, Brian Pyluck, Curtis Rembert, Gerald Riepe, Jerry Russo, Harry Semple and Larry Szenyi.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Single Size : 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinances as follows were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
August 9, 2016.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE N0. 2066

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD ESTABLISHING
AN AFFORDABLE HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT FEE”

1 T - 8/11/16, The Leader Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on June
29, 2016 granted approval to Brad & Karen
Flood for set back and coverage variances
related to the construction of a rear patio,
for property at 112 Helen Street, Fanwood,
being Block 100 and Lot 15.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Brad & Karen Flood
112 Helen Street

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 8/11/16, The Times Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
September 8, 2016 at 6:30 pm., Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of The Estate of Carl Massaro, 9A Manitou
Way, Block 12101, Lot 41, R-1 Zone who
proposes to construct a new single-family
residence, contrary to the following Zoning
Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3 (b), Regulations Ap-
plicable to All Zones:

Required: Every principal building, ex-
cept townhouses and garden apartment
structures, shall be built upon a lot with
frontage upon a public street improved to
meet the Township’s requirements, or for
which such improvements have been in-
sured by the posting of a performance
guarantee pursuant to the land subdivi-
sion ordinance of the Township of Scotch
Plains, unless relief has been granted by
the Board, pursuant to C. 40:55D-36.

Proposed: No frontage on Manitou Way;
access via an easement dedicated for
municipal purposes for Lot 12.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Alexander G. Fisher, Esq.
Mauro, Savo, Camerino, Grant &

Schalk, P.A.
77 North Bridge Street

Somerville, New Jersey 08876
Counsel to the Applicant,

Estate of Carl Massaro
1 T - 8/11/16, The Times Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

PERSON TO PERSON TRANSFER

TAKE NOTICE that an application has
been made to the Municipal Clerk of the
Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, for a Per-
son-to-Person transfer to Chez Catherine
Restaurant LLC trading as Chez Catherine,
431 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090 of the Plenary Retail Con-
sumption License 2020-33-024-006 here-
tofore issued to Chez Catherine, Inc. trad-
ing as, Chez Catherine, 431 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

The person(s) who holds an interest in
this license is:

Michael Cowan, 85 Helen Street,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Stephane Bocket, 25 King George Road,
Warren, New Jersey 07059

Objections, if any, should be made in
writing to Claire J. Grey, Municipal Clerk of
the Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Chez Catherine Restaurant LLC
431 North Avnue West

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
2 T - 08/11 &
08/18/16, The Leader Fee: $53.04

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

COUNTY OF UNION

VEHICLE AUCTION

TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to Resolu-
tion adopted by the Town Council of
Westfield, New Jersey on August 9, 2016
that the undersigned will expose for sale at
Public Auction in accordance with 39:10A-
1, at the time and location specified below,
the following motor vehicle(s) which came
into possession of the Westfield Police
Department through abandonment or fail-
ure of owners to claim same.

The vehicles on the below list are offered
in strictly “as is” condition, with no repre-
sentation as to condition or fitness for any
particular purpose. Bids will start at out-
standing balances owed on the vehicles
for towing and storage fees.

Purchase must be made by cash or
certified check. A 10% deposit must be
given at the time of auction. Balance must
be paid by 4:00 pm the same day.

The public auction shall be held on
Wednesday, August 24, 2016 in accor-
dance with the laws of the State of New
Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicles may be exam-
ined at AM Auto Center, 1144 South Av-
enue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 at
9:00 am. The public auction will commence
at 9:15 am.

MAKE: Honda
YEAR 1995
VIN# JHMEH9595SS015030
MILEAGE: 113,631
Start Bid: $5,900.00

MAKE: Honda
YEAR 1999
VIN# 2HGEJ667XXG577815
MILEAGE: 118,000
Start Bid: $3,900.00

MAKE: Honda
YEAR 2011
VIN# MLHMC4112B5000205
MILEAGE: 12,196
Start Bid: $3,862.00

David Wayman
Chief of Police

1 T - 8/11/16, The Leader Fee: $43.86

WESTFIELD
Monday, July 29, Scott Pajewski, 28,

of Toms River was arrested on two out-
standing traffic warrants, from Fanwood
and Metuchen, each with bail of $500,
pursuant to a traffic stop in the area of
Terminal Avenue in Clark. Pajewski was
transported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released on his own
recognizance per the police departments
of Fanwood and Metuchen.

Monday, July 29, Oscar Rodriguez-
Flores, 41, of Elizabeth was arrested on
active traffic warrants from Westfield,
with bail of $2,500, and South Plainfield,
with bail of $639, pursuant to a prisoner
pickup at the Newark Police Department.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, where he was processed
and held in lieu of bail.

Monday, July 29, Tyrone Felton, 27,
of Trenton was arrested on an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant, with bail of
$500, and an outstanding Bloomfield
Township criminal warrant, with bail of
$250, pursuant to a prisoner pickup at the
Trenton Police Department. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and held due to default of bail.

Monday, July 29, a resident of the 800
block of Wallberg Avenue reported a
motor vehicle burglary in which items
valued at approximately $10 were stolen.
The incident occurred while the vehicle
was parked in the victim’s driveway be-
tween 2:15 and 4 p.m. on July 29.

Wednesday, July 31, Jamal Mahmud,
30, of Edison was arrested on outstand-
ing traffic warrants from East Brunswick,
with bail of $578, and Edison, with bail of
$500, pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in
the area of Dakota Street and Central
Avenue. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released on his own recognizance.

Wednesday, July 31, a 21-inch Trek
mountain bicycle, blue and white in color,
was reported stolen from the driveway of
a residence on the 200 block of Tuttle
Parkway. The theft occurred sometime
after noon on July 29. The stolen bicycle
was valued at approximately $379.99.

Wednesday, July 31, Nicholas D. Koch,
Jr., 33, of Fanwood was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) and being under the influence of a
controlled dangerous substance (CDS),
pursuant to a traffic stop in the area of
West South Avenue near Hort Street. He
was transported to police headquarters,

where he was processed and held until
sober. Koch also was issued summonses
pending an appearance in Westfield Mu-
nicipal Court.

Tuesday, August 2, Westfield police
officers responded to the Aberdeen Po-
lice Department to place Joel Hope, 34,
of Keyport under arrest on a Westfield
criminal warrant, with bail of $3,500, and
warrants from several other municipali-
ties. The additional warrants included
traffic and criminal warrants from Hazlet
and Sayreville and criminal warrants from
Scotch Plains and Keyport. The total bail
amount was $11,234. Hope was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
where he was processed and held in lieu
of bail.

Tuesday, August 2, a resident of the
100 block of Marion Avenue reported
that an unknown suspect had entered his
front porch and stolen his orange-and-
black Trek bicycle, valued at $492.17.

Wednesday, August 3, Clifford
Lawson, 58, of Newark was arrested on
an outstanding Westfield criminal war-
rant and three outstanding Garwood
criminal warrants, with total bail of
$8,000, pursuant to a suspicious-person
investigation in Mindowaskin Park. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he additionally was charged with
possession of a prescription legend drug
in the amount of four pills or less. Lawson
was released on his own recognizance
by the Westfield Municipal Court and
turned over to the Garwood Police De-
partment.

Thursday, August 4, Thomas Flanagan,
31, of Cranford was arrested and charged
with possession of a CDS, identified as
methylphenidate, pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of North Elmer
Street and Lenox Avenue. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released with a man-
datory court date.

Friday, August 5, Ikechukwu Onukogu,
23, of Newark was arrested on an out-
standing Newark traffic warrant, with
bail of $200, pursuant to a traffic stop at
East Broad Street and South Euclid Av-
enue. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released on his
own recognizance.

Friday, August 5, Adriano Valente,
50, of Garwood was arrested subsequent
to a motor vehicle stop at Springfield
Avenue and East Broad Street on an
outstanding Garwood traffic warrant. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting
$1,000 bail.

FANWOOD
Monday, August 1, a resident of the 70

block of Pleasant Avenue reported that
her porch light was the target of criminal
mischief.

Tuesday, August 2, a victim reported
that his bicycle was stolen from the
Fanwood Train Station. The value of the
bicycle is $500.

Wednesday, August 3, Joseph
Servedio, 30, of Edison was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
marijuana following a motor vehicle stop
at Martine and North Avenues for a mo-
tor vehicle violation. Police located the
suspected marijuana during a search at
the scene. Servedio was processed,
charged with possession and released
pending his court hearing.

Sunday, August 7, Hashim Adams, 23,
of Plainfield was arrested on an active
East Orange warrant after a motor vehicle
stop at Terrill Road and Stewart Place for
a motor vehicle violation. Adams, a pas-
senger in the vehicle, was additionally
charged with possession of suspected
marijuana after police located a baggie
with suspected marijuana on him, au-
thorities said. He was released pending
his court hearing.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, July 20, Damion M.

Anderson, 35, of Roselle was charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
paraphernalia, after a motor vehicle stop
on East North Avenue for failure to wear
a seatbelt. During an investigation at the
scene, police located suspected marijuana
inside the vehicle. Anderson was arrested,
processed and released on the Cranford
charges pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. He also was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for failure to wear a
seatbelt and having a controlled danger-
ous substance (CDS) in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, July 21, Edgar Quinones,
Jr., 32, of Elizabeth was charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of para-
phernalia, after a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of Lexington Avenue and
Georgia Street for a stop sign violation.
During an investigation at the scene, po-
lice located suspected marijuana inside
the vehicle. The driver, identified as

Quinones, was arrested, processed and
released pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. He also was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for failing to obey a
stop sign and having a CDS in a motor
vehicle.

Sunday, July 24, Matthew
Dellandrino, 27, of Garwood was
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia, after a motor
vehicle stop at the intersection of West
Lincoln and West North Avenues for a
motor vehicle violation. During an in-
vestigation at the scene, police located
marijuana inside the vehicle. Dellandrino
was arrested, processed and released
pending a Municipal Court appearance.
He also was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for failing to maintain a lane and
having a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Wednesday, July 27, Michael Robinson,
54, of Elizabeth was charged with posses-
sion of heroin and possession of parapher-
nalia after a suspicious-person investiga-
tion. Robinson was arrested when police
discovered he was in possession of a CDS.
He was processed and released pending a
Superior Court appearance.

Saturday, July 30, Mark Williams,
24, of Orange was charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after a motor
vehicle stop on Centennial Avenue at
Raritan Road for multiple motor vehicle
infractions. Following a police investi-
gation at the scene, it was determined
that Williams was DWI. He was ar-
rested, processed and released to a friend
pending a Municipal Court appearance.
Williams also was issued motor vehicle
summonses for having an open con-
tainer of alcohol in a motor vehicle,
failure to maintain a lane, failure to
observe a traffic signal, careless driving

and failure to wear a seatbelt.
Saturday, July 30, Herby Desir, 28, of

Irvington was arrested and charged with
DWI after a motor vehicle stop at Raritan
Road and Moen Avenue for failure to
observe a traffic signal. During a police
investigation at the scene, it was deter-
mined that Desir was DWI. He was
arrested, processed and released to a
friend pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. Desir also was issued motor
vehicle summonses for driving with a
suspended license, failure to obey a traf-
fic signal, unclear plates, speeding, care-
less driving and failure to produce cre-
dentials.

Monday, August 1, Kyle Simonson,
24, of Springfield was arrested on charges
of possession with intent to distribute
(heroin) and possession of parapherna-
lia after a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of Raritan Road and
Mohawk Drive, when, police say, the
driver was observed to be utilizing a cell
phone while driving. A police investiga-
tion at the scene revealed that the driver,
identified as Simonson, was in posses-
sion of 58 wax folds of heroin. He was
arrested, processed and released pend-
ing a Superior Court appearance.
Simonson also was issued motor vehicle
summonses for having a CDS in a motor
vehicle, driving while utilizing a
handheld device, failure to wear a seatbelt
and driving with a suspended license.

Monday, August 1, Daniel Pelaez, 20,
of Linden was charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of paraphernalia,
after a motor vehicle stop at the intersec-
tion of East North Avenue at John Street
for a nonfunctioning headlight. During
an investigation at the scene, police lo-
cated suspected marijuana on a passen-
ger in the vehicle, identified as Pelaez.
He was arrested, processed and released
pending a Municipal Court appearance.
The driver was issued summonses for
failure to maintain lamps and failure to
wear a seatbelt.

FARM WORKERS NEEDED

8 temp farm workers needed
8/22/16-11/25/16. Workers will
perform various tasks involved in
planting, cultivating & harvesting,
grading & packing various fruits
and vegetables according to
supervisor's instructions. Must
have 3 months verifiable
experience pruning high density
fresh fruit apple trees & affirmative
verifiable job references.
Guaranteed 3/4 of contract hours.
Tools, supplies, equipment
provided at no cost. Conditional
housing provided for non-
commuting workers. Random
drug testing at employer's
expense. Transportation &
subsistence reimbursed to worker
upon completion of 50% of
contract or earlier, if appropriate.
EOE. $11.74/hr. or applicable
piece rates depending on crop
activity. Worksite in Orleans &
Monroe Co. NY. Report or send a
resume to nearest local NJ Newark
One Stop Career Center office or
call (973) 648-3370 & reference
Job #NY1177531. Kalir
Enterprises- Brockport, NY PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on August 31,
2016 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 83 La Grande Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as Block
56 Lot 13,  as shown on the Fanwood Tax
Map, owned by Joseph M Carbone &
Suzanne Carbone.

The applicant requests 6 foot PVC Fence,
Lattice Top which is in violation of:

Section 184-108 C of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Fence
Height; Permitted: 4 feet; Present: 0; Pro-
posed: 6 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Joseph M Carbone & Suzanne Carbone

83 La Grande Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 8/11/16, The Times Fee: $34.17

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on August 8, 2016 for the
following applications decided upon at the
meeting held on July 11, 2016.

Charles Dixon, 52 Mohican Drive.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
side-yard shed, a rear-yard deck, which
includes a covered rear portion with a
barbeque area (porch), approval for a
modification of a prior non-conforming
shed, and two six-foot drywells in the front
of the property contrary to sections
12.04F1, 12.04F2, 12.04F3, 11.06E7,
13.02C2, 13.02B1, 13.02B2, 13.01G1a of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a maxi-
mum building coverage of 24.3% where
the maximum building coverage allowed is
20%, to allow a maximum building cover-
age with a deck of 30.6% where the al-
lowed maximum building coverage with a
deck is 22%, to allow a maximum building
coverage with a deck & front porch of
31.3%, where the allowed maximum build-
ing coverage with a deck & front porch is
23.5%, to allow a rear yard setback (for a
covered kitchen area) of +10.5 feet where
the required rear yard setback is 35 feet, to
allow a rear yard setback of 8.87 feet
where the required rear yard setback is 25
feet, to allow the location of a shed in the
side yard where the required location is in
the rear yard, to allow a shed of 174 square
feet where the maximum permitted shed
size is 150 square feet, to allow a minimum
side yard setback for a shed of 4.42 feet
where the required minimum side yard
setback for a shed is 5 feet. Application
approved with conditions.

Jared & Marianne Friedman, 906
Grandview Avenue. Applicant sought
approval to construct a two-story addition
and second-story addition contrary to sec-
tions 12.04F, 13.01B, and 11.09E6 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a maximum
building coverage of 24.8% where the
maximum building coverage allowed is
20%, to allow a  garage setback 10 feet 0
inches from the principal structure where
the required garage setback is 13 feet 2
inches, to allow a minimum side yard set-
back of 5.8 feet where the required mini-
mum side yard setback is 10 feet. Applica-
tion approved with conditions.

Jacob Kriss, 1300 Overhill Street.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
one-car garage contrary to sections
11.08E6, 11.08E14, 12.03D, 12.04F1 and
12.04F2 of the Land Use Ordinance allow
a side yard setback of 4.5 feet when the
ordinance requires a side yard setback of
10 feet, to allow a front facing garage with
1.67 feet forward of the main façade when
the ordinance requires a front facing ga-
rage be set back a minimum of 2 feet
behind the main façade, to allow a pro-
posed front yard setback of 22.43 feet
when the ordinance requires a front yard
setback of 25 feet, to allow a maximum
building coverage of 24.7% when the ordi-
nance restricts such maximum coverage
to 20%, and to  allow a maximum building
coverage with a deck at 29.5% when the
ordinance restricts such maximum cover-
age to 22%. Application denied.

Nicholas Esposito, 234 Golf Edge
Drive (aka 475 Springfield Avenue).
Applicant sought approval to construct an
in-ground swimming pool, pool fence en-
closure, pool patio, cabana, and retaining
wall contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tions 12.07C, 13.01E, and 13.02D3 of the
Land Use Ordinance, to allow a fence
height of 6 feet in the front yard when the
Ordinance restricts such fence to a height
of 4 feet, to allow a cabana being located
in what is defined as the front yard of the
property when the Ordinance requires the
location of the cabana for the rear yard
only, and to allow the location of the pool in
what is considered the side yard of the
property when the Ordinance requires it to
be located in the rear yard only. Applica-
tion approved.

Kim & Joshua Braun, 925 Carleton
Road. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a first-floor addition and retain their
existing deck contrary to section 12.04F2
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow a
maximum building coverage with a deck of
23.21% when the ordinance restricts such
maximum coverage to 22%. Application
approved.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 8/11/16, The Leader Fee: $94.86

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

DOG WALKER FOR YOU!!

If you are looking for a
competent, loyal, reliable,

well referenced and kind dog
adoring walker call me.
Terri (908) 377-5496

SITTER FOR AFTER SCHOOL

Sitter needed for 2 kids. Driver's
license & car required for after
school pick ups & activities.
5 days/wk, 2:30-5:30pm. Send
email to sitter07090@gmail.com.

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design, Padded Bench, Adjustable
Height & Resistance. Perfect For
Home or Dorm! Excellent
Condition. $75. Call (908) 654-6091

“Great work, Free estimates”
References Available.

If you need a  hardworking
person with great experience to
clean your house or apartment

Call Agnes (908) 787-3003

POLISH CLEANING LADY

RE-ANNEXED...President McMenamin and Freeholder Chairman Bergen cut
the ribbon for the re-opening of the Annex Building at Union County College’s
Plainfield campus..The new building is home to an Information Commons,
library, cafeteria, and book store on the first floor.

UCC Cuts Ribbon
For New Annex Building

CRANFORD – It was a memo-
rable day at Union County College’s
Plainfield Campus when President
Margaret M. McMenamin, with As-
semblyman Jerry Green and Union
County Freeholder Chairman Bruce
Bergen, cut the ribbon to celebrate
the re-opening of the Annex Build-
ing. The new building is home to an
Information Commons, library, caf-
eteria, and book store on the first
floor. Faculty offices are located on
the second floor.

Also in attendance for the celebra-
tion were Plainfield Mayor Adrian
Mapp, Union County Freeholders Linda
Carter and Bette Jane Kowalski, Union

County Improvement Authority Deputy
Director Linda Stender, Union County
College Board of Trustees Chair Victor
Richel, other members of the College’s
boards, students, and members of the
College’s faculty and staff.

President McMenamin expressed
thanks to Assemblyman Green for
partnering with the College to, “…en-
sure that every resident has access to
high quality education.” She also
thanked the Union County Improve-
ment Authority for their assistance
with the completion of the building.

For more information about Union
County College, go to www.ucc.edu.
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It’s your Library … make the most of it 

  
Open to WML and MURAL    

cardholders. Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 
908.789.4090 option 0. It’s your Library … make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

Learn at Your 

Library! 

… the Westfield Meld Memorial Library, that is! 
 Experience  

“Henry IV” 
Thursday, August 11 

at 7:00 pm 

Watch three conniving men get what they want 
in three different ways! Henry IV, a reluctant 
king; his son Prince Hal; and Falstaff, a drunken 

but opportunistic criminal; tussle with one 
another for power and relief from guilt. 

Learn about the  

Discovery of U-Boat 

550 on Wednesday, 

August 17 at 7:00 pm 

Hear a tale unlike anything you’ve heard before! Two NJ deep sea divers 
reveal how their team discovered this long lost German submarine off the 
coast of Massachusetts, south of Nantucket Island. 

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

It’s Almost Time to Go ...

SHOPPING STARTS IN THE PAGES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

This newspaper is a trusted friend, counselor and buying 

guide to its readers. Let us help you get your advertising 

messages seen by Back-to-School shoppers. Place your Ad 

today for maximum exposure ... you’ll be glad you did!

VALUED ADVERTISER:

Westfield’s STEM Camp
Wows Over 340 Students

 Dean's, Honors Lists Told
For FDU's Florham Campus

Local Students Graduate
The University of Scranton

Singletary Graduates
From Mount Ida

NEWTON, Mass. – Tyree
Singletary graduated from Mout Ida
College in Newton, Ma, with the
Bachelor of Science degree in Busi-
ness Administration. The degree was
presented at Mount Ida's 117th com-
mencement excerise held on May 16.

Founded in 1899, Mount Ida Col-
lege is a small, private college in
Newton, Massachusetts.

College of The Holy
Cross Tells Dean’s List

WORCESTER, Mass. – Shannon
Burns, a first year student at the Col-
lege of the Holy Cross, has been
anmed to the Dean’s List for the sec-
ond semester of hte 2015-16 aca-
demic year. She is the daughter of Jeff
and Laura Burns of Scotch Plains.
She is majoring in English.

FW Resident Receives
Degree from Quinnipiac
HAMDEN, Conn. – Alexander Wil-

liams of Fanwood received a Bachelor
of Arts in communications from
Quinnipiac University during a com-
mencement ceremony held in May.

Quinnipiac is a private, coeduca-
tional, nonsectarian institution located
90 minutes north of New York City
and two hours from Boston.Lehigh University Tells

Spring Dean's List

Kate Kengeri Graduates
Renowned Space Camp

BLINDING THEM WITH SCIENCE...At Westfield Public School District’s
summer STEM camp, students learn how to prepare slides for use under micro-
scopes during the CSI-themed Forensics Workshop.  Led by Roosevelt Interme-
diate School Science teacher, Andrew Bausch, students at the table include Sophia
Silecchia, Gabriella Zerafa, Hannah Burton, Joseph DeMattina, Cody Lam, Evan
Alvarez, Aiden Alvarez, Joseph Michaeli, Lincoln Meyers, Erin Doherty, Sienna
Pastore, and Quinlan Doherty.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Pub-
lic School District hosted its fourth
annual STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math) Camp from
July 11 to 29 for the students of
Westfield. More than 340 girls and
boys entering grades three to eight
participated.

Three weekly sessions were held to
accommodate the growing interest in
the program by both boys and girls.
Taught by Westfield School teachers,
campers attended one week of STEM
experiencing high-quality learning
using state-of-the-art equipment and
software.

Campers participated in four en-
gaging workshops of choice consist-
ing of hands-on, real-world STEM
activities that encouraged them to
think about themselves as future sci-
entists, engineers, mathematicians,
and computer specialists.

Due to the ongoing interest from
the community to involve their chil-
dren in STEM, the camp continually
introduces new themed workshops.
With a workshop for every interest,
offerings included Animatronics &
Robotics, LEGO Stop Motion Ani-
mation, Forensics, CAD and 3D Print-
ing, Augmented Reality, Transporta-
tion Engineering, Food Science, Zom-
bie Apocalypse Survival, Stop Mo-

tion Animation, Instrumental Engi-
neering, Scratch Programming, and
Videography and Special Effects.

One of the newest workshops this
summer was Instrumental Engineer-
ing. Campers learned about the sci-
ence of sound and designed their own
musical instrument out of everyday
supplies. “There is science and math
all around us. Understanding the phys-
ics of sound is essential to under-
standing how musical instruments are
engineered. STEM Camp lends itself
nicely to blending the two worlds of
music and engineering design,” stated
James Doyle, the Roosevelt Band
Director and STEM Camp Instru-
mental Engineering instructor.

“Every year it is awesome to see
how creative, engaged, interested, and
capable these campers are,” stated
Sean Bonasera, STEM Camp Coor-
dinator. “Getting children exposed to
STEM activities at a young age pro-
motes a growth mindset where stu-
dents feel successful and, at their own
pace, learn and build knowledge
through meaningful experiences, en-
couragement, and hands-on learning
while still having fun. Here at STEM
Camp there is no right or wrong an-
swer. Only the process of problem
solving and inquisitive thought mat-
ter.”

MADISON – Students at Fairleigh
Dickinson University's Florham Cam-
pus, located in Madison, NJ have
been named to the Dean's and Honors
Lists for the Spring 2016 semester.
To qualify for the Honor's List, a
student must carry a 3.5 or better
grade point average out of a possible
4.0 and be enrolled in a minimum of
12 letter-graded hours (four courses).
To qualify for the Dean's List, a stu-
dent must carry a 3.2 or better grade
point average out of a possible 4.0
and be enrolled in a minimum of 12
letter-graded hours (four courses).

Students named to the Honors List
are: Theresa Carlino of Westfield,
Casey Brennan of Westfield, Kendl
Muckenthaler of Cranford, Margaret
Fabian of Cranford, Joseph Barlik of
Cranford, Matthew Mustillo of
Cranford, John Armstrong of
Cranford, Vincent Mustillo of
Cranford, Melissa Quinn of
Mountainside, Brandon De Oliveira
of Cranford, Mary Soorial of Scotch

Plains, Corinne Spies of Fanwood,
and Hannah Matysek of Scotch Plains.

Students named to the Dean’s List
are: Kaila Starita of Westfield and
Alexis Sherwood of Cranford.

Fairleigh Dickinson University is a
private, nonsectarian university with
four campuses in New Jersey, Canada,
and the UK. An innovator in health
science education, FDU offers more
than 100 degree programs in science
and liberal arts, including its new
School of Pharmacy. For more infor-
mation, go to www.fdu.edu.

SCRANTON, Penn. – Local resi-
dents were among the more than 900
bachelor's and associate degree re-
cipients at The University of
Scranton's undergraduate commence-
ment, which was held May 29 at the
Mohegan Sun Arena in Wilkes-Barre.

Local residents earning under-
graduate degrees included the fol-
lowing: Donna A. Amore of Scotch
Plains earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in strategic communication,
Christina A. Bruce of Westfield earned
a Bachelor of Science degree in health
administration, Lauren N. Carosi of
Cranford earned a Bachelor of Sci-

ence degree in psychology, Francis
E. Degnan of Scotch Plains earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in ac-
counting, Kyle G. Frank of Cranford
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in political science, Danielle L.
Jakubik of Cranford earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in health sci-
ences, Richard T. Nugent of Westfield
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in accounting, Michael G. Gaeta of
Cranford earned a Doctor of Physical
Therapy degree with a major in physi-
cal therapy, Emily Kathleen Haines of
Westfield earned a Master of Business
Administration degree with a major in
health care management, Amy E. Negrin
of Cranford earned a Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree with a ma-
jor in accounting, Guy S. Rakoski of
Cranford earned a Master of Business
Administration degree with a major in
international business, Jennifer P. Reis
of Fanwood  earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in exercise science and
Kimberly J. Townsend of Westfield
earned a Doctor of Physical Therapy
degree with a major in physical therapy.

The University of Scranton is a
Jesuit university located in North-
eastern Pennsylvania.

BETHLEHEM, Penn. – Students
at Lehigh University attained Dean's
List in Spring 2016. This status is
granted to students who earned a scho-
lastic average of 3.6 or better while
carrying at least 12 hours of regularly
graded courses.

The students include: Richard Barry
of Cranford, Victoria Bonsall of
Westfield, Jackson Cochran-Carney,
of Scotch Plains, Matthew Enslin of

Westfield, Rachel Fan of Westfield,
Hayley Goodman of Cranford,
Melanie Grycan of Westfield,  Marisa
Haggar of Mountainside, Alison
Krakauer of Westfield, Kyle
Kristiansen of Westfield, Richard
Malacrea of Westfield, Olivia
Mobarakai of Westfield, Griffin
Mooney of Westfield, Alexandra
Panagakos of Cranford, Abigail Pires
of Mountainside, Juliette Smith of
Westfield, Joseph Ventura of
Westfield,

For 150 years, Lehigh University
(lehigh.edu) has combined outstand-
ing academic and learning opportu-
nities with leadership in fostering in-
novative research. The institution is
among the nation's most selective,
highly ranked private research uni-
versities. Lehigh's four colleges -
College of Arts and Sciences, Col-
lege of Business and Economics,
College of Education and the P.C.
Rossin College of Engineering and
Applied Science - provide opportu-
nities to 7,000 students to discover
and grow in a learning community
that promotes interdisciplinary pro-
grams with real-world experience.

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. – Kate
Kengeri of Westfield recently at-
tended Space Camp at the U.S. Space
and Rocket Center, NASA Marshall
Space Flight Center’s Official Visitor
Center.

The weeklong educational program
promotes science, technology, engi-
neering and math (STEM), while
training students and adults with
hands-on activities and missions
based on teamwork, leadership and
problem solving.

Kate was part of the Space Camp
program, which is specifically de-
signed for trainees who have a par-
ticular interest in space exploration.
Kate spent the week training with a
team that flew a simulated space mis-
sion to the International Space Sta-
tion (ISS). Once aboard the ISS, the
crew participated in experiments and

successfully completed an extra-ve-
hicular activity (EVA), or spacewalk.
Kate and crew returned to earth in
time to graduate with honors.

Space Camp operates year-round
in Huntsville, Alabama, and uses as-
tronaut training techniques to engage
trainees in real-world applications of
STEM subjects. Students sleep in
quarters designed to resemble the ISS
and train in simulators like those used
by NASA.

More than 750,000 trainees have
graduated from Space Camp since its
inception in Huntsville, Alabama in
1982, including STS-131 astronaut
Dottie Metcalf-Lindenburger, Euro-
pean Space Agency astronaut,
Samantha Cristoforetti, and Kate
Rubins, who launched to the ISS this
summer.  Last year, children and teach-
ers from all 50 states and 69 interna-
tional locations attended Space Camp.

For more information visit
www.spacecamp.com or call (800)
637-7223.

 Austin College
Announces Dean’s List

SHERMAN, Tex. — Austin
College’s Dean’s List has been an-
nounced for Spring Term 2016. The
Dean’s List recognizes the top 20
percent of students taking a minimum
of three graded, full-credit courses.
For Spring Term 2016, the Dean’s
List recognizes 294 individuals.

Among the students named was
Emma Polini of Westfield. She is the
daughter of Anthony and Anne Polin
and a graduate of Westfield High School.

Bucknell University
Announces Graduates
LEWISBURG, Penn. – Bucknell

University presented degrees to 867
graduates at Commencement on May
22, 2016. Local graduates were:

Elizabeth Baldwin of Scotch Plains,
Eileen Cook of Westfield, Sarah
Dickert of Mountainside, Bradley
Erickson of Westfield, Maggie Fox
of Westfield, Matthew Jegede of
Scotch Plains, John Kirna of
Westfield, Andrew Kirna of Westfield,
Kathryn Lee of Fanwood, Anne
Oldakowski of Westfield and Henry
Ritter of Westfield.

908-482-8855

Saint Peter’s Prep
Honor Roll Announced

JERSEY CITY – James C.
DeAngelo, Principal of Saint Peter’s
Prep in Jersey City, has announced that
the following local residents earned
honor roll status for the third marking
period of 2015-2016:

Cranford:  Andrew Tobin, '18, James
Anderson, '19, and Patrick Keenaghan,
'19 earned First Honors.  Lucas Coleman,
'17, Michael Larkin, '17, Matthew
Baldowski, '18, Luis Espinal, '18, James
Paradiso, '18, Marek Wlodarski, '18,
and Kevin Cuddihy, '19 earned Second
Honors.  Honorable Mention was at-
tained by Jacob Quinones, '19.  Lucas
Coleman and Michael Larkin were in-
ducted into the National Honor Society
and Coleman into the Spanish National
Honor Society.  The following were
recognized for their performance in
National Modern Language exams:
Lucas Coleman (Spanish 4 Honorable
Mention), Andrew Tobin (Spanish 1
Silver Medal), Luis Espinal (Spanish 1
Gold Medal), Marek Wlodarski (Span-
ish 1 Bronze Medal), and Jared Wilson,
'18 (Spanish 1 Honors).

Fanwood:  James Wright, '16 earned
an Honorable Mention.

Mountainside:  Sean Hess, '17, Keith
Schmidt, '18, and Kyle Hess, '19 earned
First Honors.  Thomas Hannan, '18
earned Second Honors.  Honorable
Mention was attained by Connor
McGee, '17.  Sean Hess and Connor
McGee were inducted into the Spanish
National Honor Society.  Sean Hess
and Thomas Hannan won silver medals
in the National Spanish Exam.  Keith
Schmidt won a bronze medal in the
National German Exam.

Scotch Plains:  David Clancy, '16,

Kyle Kelly, '17, Theo MacMillan, '17,
Matthew Coyne, '18, and Sean
FitzGibbon, '18 earned First Honors.
Brendan McEwen, '17 and Adam Miller,
'17 earned Second Honors.  Honorable
Mention was attained by Liam
Guarnuccio, '16 and Kenneth Einhorn,
'18.  Kyle Kelly and Theo MacMillan
were inducted into the National Honor
Society.  Kyle Kelly and Brendan
McEwen were inducted into the Span-
ish Honor Society and Theo MacMillan
and Sean FitzGibbon into the French
National Honor Society. Theo
MacMillan and Sean FitzGibbon earned
honors in the French National Exam
and Brendan McEwen in the Spanish
Exam.  Matthew Coyne earned a Na-
tional Honorable Mention in the Italian
Exam.

Westfield:  William Fitzpatrick, '16,
Owen Heim, '18, Brendan Kane, '18,
Mark Schiavo, '18, and Mark Lovito,
'19 earned First Honors.  John Lovito,
'16, Stuart Callinan, '17, Sean Mikovits,
'17, Shane Shell, '18, William Slaski,
'18, and Aidan Lezynski, '19 earned
Second Honors.  Honorable Mention
was attained by Robert Brancatella,
'16, Daniel Manganello, '17, Miles
Brancatella, '18, Thomas Gannaway,
'18, and Timothy Rosa, '19.  Sean
Mikovits was inducted into the Na-
tional Honor Society.  Stuart Callinan
was inducted into the Spanish National
Honor Society.  Brendan Kane and
Thomas Gannaway were inducted into
the French National Honor Society.
The following earned honors in the
National Modern Language Exams:
William Fitzpatrick, Owen Heim, and
Thomas Gannaway (French Bronze
Medal), Brendan Kane (French Honor-
able Mention) Miles Brancatella (Span-
ish 2 Bronze Medal), Daniel
Manganello (Spanish 2 Silver Medal),
Sean Mikovits, (Spanish 2 Honorable
Mention), Matthew Phillips, '17 and
Thomas Riley, '17 (Spanish Honorable
Mention), and William Slaski and Jack-
son Tennant, '18 (German Achievement).

First Honors is awarded to students
with an average of A or higher (4.0) and
no grade lower than a C.  Second Hon-
ors is awarded to students with an aver-
age at or above the midpoint between A
and B+ (3.7) and no grade lower than a
C.  Honorable Mention is awarded to
students with an average of B+ or higher
(3.5) and no grade lower than a C.

Students Named to
Muhlenberg Dean’s List
ALLENTOWN, Penn. –

Muhlenberg College has announced its
Dean’s List for the Spring 2016 semes-
ter. Students must earn a minimum of a
3.5 grade point average (4.0-scale) to
attain Dean’s List status.

Andrew Bell, a member of the class
of 2017, is a finance major and eco-
nomics minor and Spanish minor from
Scotch Plains.

Patrick Bell, a member of the class of
2017, is a finance major and economics
minor and Spanish minor from Scotch
Plains.

Doyle Named to Dean’s
List at Providence Col.

PROVIDENCE, R.I. – Matthew
Doyle, a resident of Mountainside
and a member of the class of 2017,
has been named to the Dean's List at
Providence College for the Spring
2016 semester. To qualify for the
Dean’s List, students must achieve at
least a 3.55 grade point average with
a minimum of 12 credits.

Local Residents
Graduate from Tulane
New Orleans, L.A. – Tulane Uni-

versity awarded degrees to nearly
3,000 graduates on May 14.

Bethanne Sonne of Westfield gradu-
ated from the Law School with a Juris
Doctor degree.

Lucas Hudelson of Westfield gradu-
ated from the School of  Liberal Arts
with a Bachelor of Science degree.

Joshua Mazen of Westfield gradu-
ated from the School of Science and
Engineering with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree.
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Hey! 
 

       Seriously looking for professional-level 

classes in the Performing Arts… 

Or…  
 

       Seeking classes for a child who loves 
to sing, dance, act... and wants to have fun 
learning the skills… 
 

 

 

…  The Best in Theatre-Arts 
Training !!! 

NEW JERSEY YOUTH THEATRE 
…where performance matters…and training achieves excellence... 

REGISTER FOR CLASSES 
in 

Acting,  Musical Theatre, Ballet, Voice  
(for Ages 8 to 21+) 

 

September 15, 16, 22 & 23, 4-8 PM 
 

Where:  NJYT STUDIOS 
                      172 W. Westfield Ave.  

                        Roselle Park, NJ 07090 

Submit Completed Registration Form by August 1,  
Receive up to $20 Discount!! 

 

For Form:  http://njyouththeatre.org/classes/registration-info/ 
 

Or Call: 908-233-3200   Email: njyt.wyact@gmail.com 

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Café Society
Great Expectations, Woody Style

3 & ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

The short review for Woody Allen’s
Café Society, if you’ll pardon the
slang, is, “He’s still got it!” So now
here’s the longer version. While the
delightful, circa 1930s tale of a young
man who leaves The Bronx for Holly-
wood in search of his raison d’etre
and destiny isn’t quite Annie Hall
(1977), it’s an entertaining addition
to this national treasure’s estimable
body of work. It is witty, wise, poetic
and, like most of the filmmaker’s
more recent films, reworks familiar
topics with a storytelling art that el-
egantly synergizes styles from differ-
ent eras of his career.

Of course the lead issue is love,
with money, ambition, status and the
irony of life itself bringing up the rear.
Savory and sweet notions combine in
a delicious swirl of philosophical ideas
that suggest the auteur might indeed
uncover some of Cupid’s elusive se-
crets if given the gift of more time.
Pending that epiphany, he tenders a
sighing, yin and yang blend of fatalis-
tic optimism, and consoles that at
least we are all in the same boat.

Good performances breathe illus-
trative life into the grand thoughts
and smartly exact the parables that
constitute the plot. Act # 1, Scene #1,
Bobby Dorfman, despondent over the
bleak prospect of toiling in his father’s
sad sack jewelry store, moves to Los
Angeles with the hope that his Uncle
Phil, a high-powered talent agent,
will hook him up with some great
expectations. Satirizing the vagaries
of rich relatives petitioned for favors,
it’s initially slow-going, the show-
offish star-maker preferring to do a
little dance first.

However, because even the jaded
and shamelessly snooty acknowledge
at least a trace of obligation to the
blood-is-thicker-than-water thing,
Phil, portrayed by Steve Carell, asks
his secretary, Vonnie, to show Bobby
around Hollywood. Well, you know
how that usually goes. Now the future
can wait. Whether gofer or junior
partner, fully infatuated Bobby is sing-
ing in the shower.

Naturally, there’s a fly in the oint-
ment. I can’t say why, but Vonnie, for
all her charm and down-to-earth es-
pousals about the shallowness of
Tinseltown, is unfortunately a cliché.
Nevertheless, the undaunted Bobby
is determined to win her favor. Mean-
while, Mr. Allen suffuses the tale with
a subplot or three and, to supply so-
ciocultural background while embroi-
dering the scenario, regales us with
an amusing series of character
sketches as only he can write them.

Ken Stott as Bobby’s dad, Marty, is
what is known in the shtetl as a
schlump. Essentially substantiating

the denunciation, he issues not a peep
when his shrew of a wife, Rose, played
by Jeannie Berlin, explains to one
and all that he is a failure “because he
is stupid.” Ben (Corey Stoll), on the
other hand, the dashing big brother
Bobby idolizes despite the rumors, is
quite successful. He runs a popular
Manhattan nightclub that will even-
tually play a major part in Bobby’s
life, but we all know that he’s really
one of the boys…and that doesn’t
mean the Scouts.

Kristen Stewart as Vonnie, the pretty
gal who emigrated from Oklahoma
with the intention of becoming rich
and famous, assures the persistently
wooing Bobby that her former, star-
struck affliction is in remission. That
offers hope to Bobby, an inveterate
romantic nicely rendered by Jesse
Eisenberg. But the major plaudits go
to Steve Carell for his exquisite de-
piction of the Hollywood honcho, a
conflicted soul who is part stereotype
and part plain human being who just
wants to be loved.

Well, dear reader, isn’t that the nub
of it all, even more important than
getting that Ferrari or the perfect lake
house in Vermont? With a few debat-
able codicils attached, it’s sure what
Dr. Freud thought. And Woody con-
tinues to valiantly and steadfastly
agree, the never-ending search for
meaning through mutual affection
being the major, recurrent theme in
his movies.

Profoundly perplexed and awed by
the puzzles of la difference, a term as
indefinable as the concept it tries to
define, his career has been a grand,
symphonic homage to the whims,
wiles and dizzying powers of love,
with each film a song in that sym-
phony. Updating as he goes along,
each successive offering adds new
insight, revisits old ideas we’ve come
to embrace, and makes with the funny,
philosophical shtick he’d probably
use if he were still doing standup.

While other directors have trod this
noble path with varying success, one
thing that sets Allen apart is the evoca-
tive package in which he wraps his
stories. Here, we are marvelously
transported to those affluent oases of
decadence in 1930s Hollywood and
Manhattan, where the lucky denizens
dizzyingly celebrate their blessed in-
sulation from the privations of the
Great Depression. Providing dreamy,
era-conjuring sets and costumes, and
sprinkling them with stardust, Woody
cordially invites us to vicariously as-
sume our place in Café Society.

***
Café Society, rated PG-13, is an

Amazon Studios release directed by
Woody Allen and stars Jesse
Eisenberg, Kristen Stewart and Steve
Carell. Running time: 96 minutes

SP-F Marching Band
To Host Annual Festival

DUNK THE COUNSELOR...The Westfield Recreation Department Playground
Summer Camp program held its annual South Side fair at Jefferson School on July
19. Campers from Jefferson, McKinley and Tamaques sites enjoyed food, games,
fun and beautiful weather.

Documentary on War Trauma
To be Presented in Rahway

SCOTCH PLAINS – The 2014 NJ
Group 6A State Champion and Na-
tional Gold Metal, 2015 Group 6
Open State Silver Medal Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raider Marching
Band will host their 18th Annual
Marching Band Festival on Saturday,
September 17 at 5:30 p.m.

The musical festival will be held at
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Varsity Field and be
inspired by 11 NJ marching band
performances. The 170-member
SPFHS Raider Marching Band will

perform their 2016 show The Oath –
Of Kingdoms and Glory under the
direction of Durand Thomas.

The admission for adults will be
$10, $7 for students and seniors, there
is a free program with every paid
admission. Food, drinks and 50/50
raffle will be available all evening.

SPFHS is located at 667 Westfield
Road, Scotch Plains. The varsity field
is locaed behind the high school at the
rear of the parking lot.

Additional information is available
at spfmusicboosters.org.

UNION COUNTY – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will co-sponsor a special screening of
Thank You for Your Service, an award-
winning documentary that explores
the nation’s superficial understand-
ing of war trauma, including PTSD,
and the flawed policies surrounding
it. The movie will be shown on
Wednesday, September 7 beginning
at 6:30 p.m. at the Hamilton Stage
Theatre, 360 Hamilton Street, in
Rahway.

“This documentary succeeds in
calling attention to the mental health
issues that many of today’s Veterans
face upon returning from war, as well
as calling for a new approach to these
problems,” said Freeholder Chairman
Bruce Bergen. “It’s a film all Ameri-
cans should see to gain an under-
standing of what our Veterans are
going through, and to begin a dia-
logue on what we can do to help.”

The film is being presented as part
of Chairman Bergen’s UC HERO ini-
tiative for 2016, which assists Veter-
ans. For more information, please go
to: ucnj.org/uc-hero/

Following the screening, there will
be a panel discussion involving the
film’s Director Tom Donahue, and
members of the film production com-
pany which he co-founded,
CreativeChaosVMG, participants
from Veterans groups, County Gov-
ernment, and other soon-to-be an-
nounced agencies. Admission is free,
however, those wishing to, may make
a suggested donation of $3.

“Less than 1 percent of the popula-
tion serves in the military now, and
that is part of the reason why the
public is so largely unaware of the
issues they are facing,” said Mr.
Donahue, who hopes the film creates
enough awareness to spark the cre-
ation of a Behavioral Health Corps as

a Division of the Department of De-
fense.

 Mr, Donohue has created a website
dedicated to the creation of the agency
(and about Thank You For Your Ser-
vice). For more information on the
agency visit www.bhcnow.com to get
involved.

The issues that many of today’s Vet-
erans face, including PTSD and sui-
cide, are personal ones for Mr. Donahue,
whose father and many relatives were
Army Veterans. Also, one of Mr.
Donahue’s closest friends committed
suicide when he was 21-years-old.

The film opens with a quote from
an op-ed by Nicholas Kristof in The
New York Times in 2012 entitled A
Veteran’s Death, a Nation’s Shame:
“For every soldier killed on the battle-
field this year, about 25 Veterans are
dying by their own hands.”

Thank You for Your Service inter-
weaves the stories of four Iraq War
Veterans with interviews of top mili-
tary and civilian leaders, including
Defense Secretary Robert Gates,
Admiral Mike Mullen, Generals
David Petraeus and Loree Sutton,
Nicholas Kristof, Dexter Filkins,
Senator Patty Murray, Mayor Rudy
Giuliani and Colonel Lawrence
Wilkerson.

The film examines why the mili-
tary was not better prepared for the
impact of combat in Afghanistan and
Iraq on U.S. service members, the
lessons forgotten from past wars and
the need for wide-scale reform to
prevent the loss of a generation of
brave men and women.

The documentary is currently be-
ing shown at film festivals around the
country, and is scheduled for theatri-
cal release in early October. It won
“Best Documentary at the GI Film
Festival in DC, and the “Impact
Award” at the Illuminate Festival.

Volunteers Sought for
Literacy Tutor Training

Local Students Named to
Bucknell Dean's List

LEWISBURG, Penn. – Bucknell
University has released the dean's list
for outstanding academic achieve-
ment during the spring semester of
the 2015-16 academic year. A student
must earn a grade point average of 3.5
or higher on a scale of 4.0 to receive
dean's list recognition.

Local dean's list students are: Eliza-
beth Baldwin of Scotch Plains, Seth

Botos of Westfield, Eileen Cook of
Westfield, Grace Cook of Westfield,
Maggie Fox of Westfield, Sophie
Giuliani of Fanwood, Victoria Karakis
of Scotch Plains, Kathryn Lee of
Fanwood, Andrew Leischner of
Scotch Plains, Morgan McAlister of
Westfield, Anne Oldakowski of
Westfield, Gregory Reilly of
Cranford, Henry Ritter of Westfield,
Andrew Wheeler of Scotch Plains
and Christopher Why of Westfield.

Located in Lewisburg, Pennsylva-
nia, Bucknell University is a highly
selective private liberal arts univer-
sity.

AREA – Literacy New Jersey (LNJ)
is dedicated to providing free, student-
centered tutoring services to adults who
struggle with reading, writing and speak-
ing English.  Registration is now open
for its Fall 2016 Tutor Training classes.

Classes will be held on Tuesday,
September 20; Thursday, September
22; Tuesday, September 27; Thursday,
September 29 and Tuesday, October 4.
All classes will be from 7 p.m. to 9:30
p.m.

All sessions will take place at the
Cranford Community Center, 224
Walnut Avenue in Cranford, except
for September 27 which will take
place at St. Luke’s Parish, 867
Westfield Avenue in  Elizabeth.

After completing the five training
sessions, volunteer tutors are matched
with a small group of students from the
growing waiting list of adults in need of
help reading, writing and speaking En-
glish.  Tutors meet with their students in
a public place, usually a Union County
library, for two hours each week. New

volunteers are asked to make a commit-
ment of at least 50 hours.

LNJ provides ongoing supervision
and support to tutors in the form of
free Professional Development
workshops on specific topics such as
Health Literacy, Learning Disabili-
ties, Financial Literacy, and ESL
Conversation and Small Group In-
struction.

Volunteers must be at least 18-years
old, able to speak and read English and
willing to tutor in Union County. Teach-
ing experience and foreign language
experience are not required. The train-
ing will provide volunteers with tech-
niques and strategies for working with
adult learners, as well as sample in-
structional materials and activities.

There is a $45 non-refundable reg-
istration fee to cover the cost of mate-
rials distributed to new volunteers.
For more information, or to register,
please call LNJ at (908) 486-1777 or
email Nancy Lama at
nlama@literacynj.org.

Fairfield Univ. Tells
Spring 2016 Deans List

FAIRFIELD, Conn. – The follow-
ing Fairfield University students re-
ceived Deans List Honors for the
Spring 2016 semester:

 Emily A. Bittner of Mountainside;
and Matthew R. Caminiti, Michael J.
Darchi, Michael D. Fasciale,
Katherine F. Fox, Margot M.
Johnston, Kaitlyn A. Larkin and
Brianne A. Zelko of Westfield.

In order to be placed on the Dean's
List, students must have completed a
minimum of 12 credit hours in a se-
mester, have no outstanding or in-
complete grades for that semester,
and have attained a semester grade
point average of 3.50 or better.

JCC MetroWest Presents
New Fall 2016 Exhibits

WEST ORANGE – JCC
MetroWest presents an exhibit of
paintings and mixed media by Gaelen
Juried Art Show award winners
Lorraine DeProspo and Ellen Hark.
The exhibit takes place in the Gaelen
Gallery East at the Leon AND Toby
Cooperman JCC, Ross Family Cam-
pus, 760 Northfield Avenue, West
Orange. The exhibit will be on view
from Sunday, September 11 through
Sunday, October 23. A reception for
fall exhibits will be held on Sunday,
September 11, 11 a.m to 1 p.m.

Ms. DeProspo’s compelling paint-
ings depict the light and atmosphere
of the Cape Cod shore. She recently
was chosen by the Monmouth Mu-
seum for their NJ Emerging Artist
Series. She feels, “As an artist, my
relationship with the sea translates
into an abstract and minimalist visual
dialogue. The rhythms of the sea are
truly ever changing – quiet, gentle,
strong, raging.  Moments of fog and
mist, blurring the lines between water
and land, engage my senses and cap-
tivate my mind, setting it free to wan-
der.”

Ms. Hark spent many years teach-
ing art at South Orange Middle

School. She states, “This body of
work is my interpretation of facial
expressions.  Playing with graphics,
color, and texture exposes the soul of
my subjects. I invite the viewer to
interact with a surface that is both
intriguing and puzzling.  It is not my
intent to photograph or capture a like-
ness. I want to show the various strata
of life that lies beneath.” Her colorful
mixed media pieces are based on
mosaic techniques and use cut and
torn magazines, newspapers, and
wrappers.

Currently an instructor at the JCC
School of the Arts and Camp Deeny
Riback, artist Cindy Klein’s colorful
oil paintings and collages will fill the
Arts/Theater Lobby. She has a Bach-
elor of Fine Arts degree from Mason
Gross School of the Arts at Rutgers
University and also works for the
Nikhil Badlani Foundation, traveling
to schools and educating students on
driver safety and awareness through
art.

The Gaelen Gallery East is open
during regular JCC hours:  Monday
through Thursday, 5:30 a.m. to 10
p.m.; Friday, 5:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
Saturday and Sunday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
For more information, please contact
Lisa Suss at (973) 530–3413 or
lsuss@jccmetrowest.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com



Page 18  Thursday, August 11, 2016 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

From the Archives August 1, 2013
FIRST PRIZE…David Williams of Westfield won First Prize in the “attractions”
category. for his photo, “Skyride Float,” in the State Fair Meadowlands’ second
annual “Fun at the Fair” photo contest.

Kelsey Theatre Tells
2016-17 Season

WEST WINDSOR – Mercer
County Community College’s
(MCCC’s) Kelsey Theatre has an-
nounced its upcoming season and in-
cluding Miss Saigon, Lin Manuel-
Miranda’s In the Heights, Billy Elliot,
The Musical, and Disney’s A Little
Mermaid.” Rounding out the sched-
ule are comedies, dance and the
Kelsey Kids Series, offering six shows
for the younger set.  PlayFest 2017,
the college’s – and the state’s – very
first new play festival for current and
former community college students
takes place in March.

In a first for MCCC and the state,
Mercer presents “PlayFest 2017,” a
new play festival for current and
former community college students,
from March 7 to 12.  Tickets for
festival performances go on sale in
January. (More information for play-
wrights is available at www.mccc.edu/
playfest2017.)

Ticket prices for full-length musi-
cals are $20 for adults, $18 for se-
niors, and $16 for students/ chil-
dren; non-musicals are $18 for adults,
$16 for seniors, and $14 for stu-
dents/children.  Ticket prices for the
Kelsey Kids Series are $10 for chil-
dren and seniors, and $12 for adults.
Tickets for special events (Miss
Saigon, In The Heights, Billy Elliot
and The Little Mermaid) are $20 for
all.  The Reock & Roll Revue con-
cert is $25 for all.

Current subscribers may renew now
through August 10 for preferred seat-
ing.  Tickets for all individual shows
are also on sale by calling (609) 570-
3333. Tickets may be purchased
online at www.kelseytheatre.net start-
ing Saturday, August 20. The theater
is wheelchair accessible and has se-
cure lighted parking.

 A TALE OF TWO DADS...The Hudson Shakespeare Company returns for its third and final installment of its 25th
anniversary Shakespeare in the Parks tour presenting both parts of the Henry IV story. Pictured from left to right are: Charlie
Leeder as Falstaff, Elizabeth Berkman as Prince Hal and Tom Cox as King Henry IV. Performances will be at the Kenilworth
Public Library, 546 Boulevard, Kenilworth, on Monday, August 15, at 7 p.m., and the Roselle Park Library, 404 Chestnut
Street, Roselle Park, on Thursday, August 25, at 7 p.m.

Fanwood Photography Contest
Wants Best Local Images

FANWOOD – The public is en-
couraged to get out their cameras,
pull out their negatives and check
their files, because it is time for the
annual Fanwood Photography Con-
test.

The sixth annual Fanwood Photog-
raphy Contest will be held in tandem
with the borough’s annual Fanny

Wood Day celebration on Sunday,
September 18. Photographers of all
ages are invited to submit up to three
of their best images. While there is no
requirement that submissions be of
Fanwood subject matter, local scenes
related to Fanwood will be one factor
in the judging along with originality,
emotional content and presentation.

Submissions must be framed and
wired for hanging. Entries should be
dropped off at Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 N. Martine Av-
enue, before 8 p.m. on Thursday, Sep-
tember 8, to be eligible. For complete
rules, a contest application and up-
dates, interested persons are invited
to visit fanwoodnj.org.

Announcing the grand opening of Northern New Jersey’s most anticipated  
new community.

•  Dwell in comfort with a variety of elegant floor plans. 

• Experience the freedom of maintenance-free living.

• Stay active and fit with a vast offering of amenities.

• Feel confident with our full continuum of on-site care.

Don’t wait to learn more.  
Call 1-800-795-8283 for your 
free brochure.

Lantern Hill.  
Distinctive retirement living 

in New Providence.

NOW OPEN

11
48
61
44 New Providence

LanternHillCommunity.com

© 2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield West Office:
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-0065
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Garwood $445,000
Extremely spacious custom colonial offers 13
rms, magnificent grounds & much more!
Perfect for mother/daughter or related living.

Agent: Ileen Cuccaro MLS: 3307257

Scotch Plains $999,000
Graceful colonial situated on 1 acre offers the
perfect setting for entertaining! HW flrs,
ceiling moldings, the list of amenities goes on!

Agent: Mary DePaola MLS: 3324798

Westfield $575,000
Charming, move-in cond colonial style cape
cod. Beautiful updated kit w/brkfst bar & eat-
in area, newly updated baths, CAC & more!

Agent: Lois Berger MLS: 3319745

Westfield $999,999
Beautifully renovated Victorian offers modern
amenities, 5BR/3.1 baths, picture perfect front
porch. A truly special home w/LOW taxes!

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3299668

Westfield $750,000
Beautiful expanded ranch offers 4BR/4 BA and
many recent updates. Fenced yard w/in-ground
heated pool & hot tub, lrg EIK w/SS appls.

Agent: David Labush MLS: 3325383

Westfield $1,125,000
Magnificent 5BR 3BA brick colonial with open
floor plan and soaring ceilings. Large yard.
Move in and have a party!

Agent: Patricia Spinner MLS: 3315499
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l'ennemi du journaliste

BYER 3-3, 3 RUNS, 2 RBI; KAUFMAN 3 RBI; ‘WHITEY’ 2B, 1B, RBI; DeROSA FABULOUS SNAGS

Contact Contacts in 6th, Tops Top Line in UC 50 Playoff, 7-2
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

One spectacular play after an-
other made for a very low scor-
ing game until top-seeded Con-
tact Lens & Vision made contact
with four runs in the bottom of
the sixth inning then limited
fourth-seeded Top Line Appli-
ances to one run in the seventh
to claim a 7-2 victory in Game 1
of the Union County Senior 50+
Softball League B Division play-

off semifinals at Rahway River
Park on August 4. Game 2 of the
best-of-three series was sched-
uled for August 9 at Warinanco
Park in Roselle. Top Line had
reached the semis with a 7-5,
single elimination victory over
Bad Brains on August 2.

The most spectacular defen-
sive play of the game was exhib-
ited by Contact leftfielder Joe
DeRosa, who went airborne and
parallel to the ground to rob Bob
D’Meo of an extra base hit.
DeRosa’s momentum on the play
catapulted him over the leftfield

line and into foul territory. DeRosa
not only robbed D’Meo again two
innings later but he also robbed
several Top Liners of hits with his
exploits. DeRosa was responsible
for seven putouts.

Contact right fielder Kerry Gelb
performed a diving, rolling snag
of Dave Lloyd’s sagging blooper
in the fifth inning that prevented
a run. Third baseman Neil
Kaufman initiated a third-to-first
double play in a bases-loaded
situation to prevent, at least, a
run. First baseman Dave
Rothenberg corralled a hopper
for an impressive putout. Catcher
Bobby Biner humbled Rory
Caldwell for a while when he
caught his foul popup.

Top Line had its share of fine
defensive plays. Don “The Count”
Montefusco made several run-
ning catches and accounted for
all three putouts in the fifth in-
ning, each coming after Contact’s
first two batters reached base on
singles. Third baseman Lou
Collins knocked down a sizzler
off the bat of George Merlo and
smoothly tossed to first for a
putout. First baseman Dave
“Duck” Ball made two straight
scoops of scorching grounders
that resulted in outs. Whitey
McCormack snared a difficult
grounder at second base and
converted it to a force out. D’Meo
hauled in the longest drive of the
evening off the bat of Kaufman
despite the obstruction of the
tree in right-centerfield.

Both pitchers were doing their

jobs well also. Top Line pitcher
Bob Greco yielded only two walks,
while Contact pitcher Howie
Bialos walked three and allowed
only eight hits thanks to the su-
perior defensive work.

Offensively, Peter Byer led Con-
tact, going 3-for-3 with two RBI
and two runs scored. Kaufman
contributed three RBI, which in-
cluded an RBI single and a pair of
RBI sac flies. Leadoff hitter Ken
Zierler rapped a triple and a single
and scored both times.
McCormack led the Top Liners
with a double and a single and a
run scored. Ball went 2-for-2 and
Montefusco went 2-for-3.

Top Line scored once in the top
of the first. Ron Kulik yanked a
leadoff single to right, Montefusco
singled to left, Osiris Hernandez

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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drew a walk and Erik Pufahl lofted
an RBI sac fly to left, scoring
Kulik. Contact answered with two
runs and Zierler set the stage
with a triple over the right-
centerfielder’s head. Byer
bounced an RBI single, Gelb
singled and Kaufman added an
RBI sac fly.

Defense was keeping both

teams quiet for the next two
innings but Top Line was hitting
the ball hard and having no suc-
cess. As Top Line came in to bat
in the fourth, Montefusco sug-
gested, “Let’s keep doing what
we are doing and we will knock
them in. Let’s get them.”

The first two Top Liners hit long
fly balls to the outfield for outs.

As McCormack stepped to the
plate, Montefusco added, “We
need base runners Whitey!”
McCormack heeded his plea and
plopped a single over short. Un-
fortunately D’Meo’s fly ball settled
into the glove of DeRosa.

Contact contacted the ball for a
run in the lower fourth inning.
Tim Walsh (1-for-3, 2 runs, RBI)
reached on an error and later
scored on Kaufman’s long sac fly
near the remote trees in right-
center. Top Line posed a threat
in the fifth with Greco, who
walked, on third and Ball on first
with a single and one out. But
Gelb made his diving, rolling catch
and Rothenberg corralled his
hopper at first.

DeRosa and Chad Swenson both
singled with no outs in the Con-
tact fifth but Montefusco chased
down three straight fly balls in
center. As the sixth inning ap-
proached, Hernandez hinted to
the Top Liners, “Let’s get some
runs now. It’s getting late early.”

The play on words led to three
straight fly outs in the outfield.
However Contact made its best
contact in the sixth and came
through with four runs to seize a

7-1 lead. Bialos hobbled an infield
single, Zierler dribbled a single
down the third baseline and Walsh
whacked an RBI single to right.
Byer bounced an RBI single past
first, Kaufman pulled an RBI single
to right and Ed Quinn punched an
RBI single to left.

After Rory Caldwell flew out to
DeRosa in the Top Line seventh,
Montefusco made one last plea.

“Come on Whitey! It’s never too
late in softball.”

McCormack came through
again, this time with a double. He
then scored on Greco’s two-out,
RBI single right down the third
base line. A popup to second
ended the game.

Top Line 100 000 1 2
Contact 200 104 x 7

More photos next page
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Contact Lens &Visions Makes Contact, Tops Top Line in Union Co. 50+ Playoff, 7-2
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St. Max Men Rally in Fifth and Sixth to Pass by St. Matt, 6-2, in St. Bart’s Softball

More photos next page
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St. Max Men Rally in Fifth and Sixth to Pass by St. Matt, 6-2, in St. Bart’s Softball
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Susan M. Dougherty  for The Westfield Leader
HOW MAN SEAS MUST A WHITE DOVE SAIL… Eastman Plaza in Cranford
was the focal point Sunday for Union County Peace Action Day, the 14th year of
the event.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The council con-
firmed that it will hold its regu-
larly scheduled meeting on Tues-
day, September 13, at Lincoln
School instead of borough hall to
accommodate a larger-than-
usual crowd when it conducts a
public hearing on the redevelop-
ment plan for the largely aban-
doned Casale-Petro properties.

The venue was tentative until
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
could assure it was available.
Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
explained, upon a question from
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro,
that the board was not obligated
to vote on the plan September
13. It would be unusual, he said,
but not unprecedented.

The introduction of the plan –
which envisions a 315-unit apart-
ment complex with ground-floor
retail for the 5.3-acre site be-
tween South Avenue and the NJ
Transit rail line – was a disputed
matter at the council’s last gath-
ering on July 26, when Mayor
Charles Lombardo had to break a
3-3 tie to permit it. Three of the
council’s four Republicans op-
posed the introduction, arguing
it should wait until the summer
vacation season was over and
residents had returned home.

The formal process of rehabili-
tating the blighted industrial
properties, which date back to
the late 19th century, has been
ongoing for nearly two years. It
was the focus of two contentious
planning board meetings in April
at Lincoln School before that body
approved the plan and forwarded
it to council for its adoption.

The council also is scheduled to
hear at its next meeting on Tues-
day, August 23, from consultant
Jill Hartman, who has been ad-
vising the borough with regard

to its “affordable housing” obli-
gation mandated by the New Jer-
sey Supreme Court. Planning
board planner Victor Vinegra has
used the borough’s “Mount Lau-
rel” obligation as a major justifi-
cation for the high density of the
Casale redevelopment plan.

Mr. Renaud suggested that Ms.
Hartman would make a general
presentation for the benefit of
the public, and then she and the
council would retire into execu-
tive session to further discuss
the status of the borough’s im-
munity from affordable housing
– sometimes referred to as
“builder’s remedy” – lawsuits.

Historical Committee Chairman
Bruce Paterson invited council
members, along with the public,
to join a guided tour of the Casale
property on Wednesday, August
17, at 11 a.m. The tour will be
conducted by Mike Madeira, a
Casale family relative and the
owner of the Madeira Pipe Organ
Services Co. still operating in part
of the building plant. Local resi-
dent Pat DiFabio, who worked at
the plant during World War II, also
will be a guide, Mr. Paterson said.

“Sooner or later we will not
have a factory that was here for
a long time,” Mr. Paterson said in
a lamenting tone.

Also related to Casale, Mr.
Lombardo tasked the finance
committee with reviewing three
proposals from law firms re-
sponding to the council’s request
for legal advice and counsel in
negotiating with the prospective
developers of the property.

Russo Development of Carlstadt,
N.J., has purchased the Petro Plas-
tics property and is in contract to
buy the Casale parcel as well. It
has submitted the concept of the
315-unit apartment complex
complete with an artist’s render-
ings but has not been designated
as the developer.

The relatively short meeting of
little more than an hour began
with an approximate 25-minute
closed executive session in which
council members discussed “ne-
gotiations with The Pointe” condo-
minium complex and a request by
the existing and prospective own-
ers of a property at the intersec-
tion of East Street, Pine, Lexing-
ton and Rankin avenues for an
accommodation regarding a fence.

While The Pointe was not dis-
cussed in any detail, the other issue
involved a matter initially brought
to the council at the July 12 meeting
by the prospective owner of the
property near the Cranford border
to fence in what is essentially the
unpaved half of Rankin.

At earlier meetings Borough En-
gineer Don Guarriello explained
that Rankin Avenue at that point
is only about 16 feet wide. Mr.
Renaud pointed out that under
law, the unpaved half of Rankin
actually belongs to the home-
owner but is ceded for right-of-
way purposes. He told the coun-
cil the borough could not sell
what it does not own.

However, during the public com-
ment portion of the agenda ses-
sion, Mr. Renaud responded to a
question from the property seller,
Keith Lock, by telling him that he
was drafting an agreement dis-
cussed by the council, which hope-
fully would be ready for adoption
at the next meeting on August 23.

Cranford 7-Eleven Decision
Postponed Until October

By NICOLAS FERNANDES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A decision on the
proposed 7-Eleven convenience
store at the intersection of South
and Lincoln avenues was delayed
at least until the zoning board’s
October meeting after concerns
were raised Monday night about
lighting and traffic congestion.

Witnesses presented changes
to the project based on previous
suggestions by the board.

The entire store has been mir-
rored and the front entrance has
been moved closer to South Av-
enue to look more appealing. In
addition, the size of the light
fixtures has been reduced from
16 feet to 12 feet, the façade’s
glass has been reduced by one-
third by adding brick and land-
scaping has been added along
Lincoln Avenue.

Although the proposed lighting

was reduced, board secretary
Mary Ann Hay said she believed
it is still too bright, even though
it would not shine on to the resi-
dential properties nearby.

“The light levels are actually
quite high in the parking area,”
Ms. Hay said. “Just the glow from
the site I think needs to be toned
down.”

The brightness can be reduced
by lowering the height of indi-
vidual fixtures, project engineer
Jeff Martell said.

The applicant also is seeking a
left turn restriction from the South
Avenue exit, which would re-
quire approval from the county,
said traffic engineer Frank
Filiciotto.

Mr. Filiciotto estimates that the
store’s peak hours would be 7 to
9 a.m. and 4 to 7 p.m. During
those times, he estimates 97
cars will pull in and out of 7-

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Casale-Petro Plan Public Hearing
Is Set for September 13 at Lincoln School

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Eleven, but about 60 percent of
them will be vehicles that al-
ready pass the location, accord-
ing to his traffic study.

As a result, the intersection’s
level of service would remain at
its current state “C” level of ser-
vice — indicating a stable flow, at
or near free flow.

Deliveries would be made dur-
ing off-peak hours and would not
affect traffic, he said. The store
would get one to two tractor
trailer deliveries and seven to 14
box truck deliveries per week.

Ms. Hay mentioned that left
turns onto South Avenue may
cause congestion, especially
when vehicles are exiting Bank
of America across Lincoln and
Walgreens across South Avenue.

Ms. Filiciotto explained that it
will not be a problem because of
the cycle of the traffic light.

“When the light turns green,
the traffic is able to proceed
through the intersection and open
up a period of time when traffic
can get into and out of the drive-

way,” Mr. Filiciotto said.
Zoning board engineer Gordon

Meth said that with 900 cars
passing by the location daily, the
convenience store would only in-
crease traffic two-and-a-half to
three percent.

Local residents raised concern
about an increase of traffic on
Lincoln Avenue and Mr. Meth sug-
gested a left turn entrance re-
striction from South Avenue West
as a solution.

“I do still think that consider-
ation should be given to getting rid
of that one left-turn movement,”
Mr. Meth said. “There is another
way in via South Avenue.”

Mr. Meth also suggested a left-
turn lane and left-turn arrow on
South Avenue since seven to 14
accidents at the intersection be-
tween 2012 and 2014 were pre-
dominantly caused by left turns.

The next 7-Eleven hearing will
be held on Monday, October 24,
when residents will have the op-
portunity to bring their own wit-
nesses.

Susan M. Dougherty  for The Westfield Leader
THE STAGE IS SET… Eastman Plaza in Cranford is decorated with posters,
flyers and flags Sunday for Union County Peace Action Day. According to
Monica Shimkus, secretary of the Union County Peace Council, the event has
been held in the town for the last 14 years. It featured music, speakers and
opportunities for residents to sign petitions for the elimination of nuclear
weapons and other causes for peace.

RE-ANNEXED...President McMenamin and Freeholder Chairman Bergen cut
the ribbon for the re-opening of the Annex Building at Union County College’s
Plainfield campus..The new building is home to an Information Commons,
library, cafeteria, and book store on the first floor.

Kat Patterson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE APPRECIATION...Garwood first graders Grace Patterson-Smith and
Kassidy Clark pose with Garwood Police Sgt. David Perrotta as part of the
locally organized Police Appreciation Week in the borough August 1 to 5.

SCRANTON, Penn. – Local resi-
dents were among the more than
900 bachelor's and associate
degree recipients at The Univer-
sity of Scranton's undergraduate
commencement, which was held
May 29 at the Mohegan Sun Arena
in Wilkes-Barre.

Local residents earning under-
graduate degrees included the
following: Donna A. Amore of
Scotch Plains earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in strategic com-
munication, Christina A. Bruce
of Westfield earned a Bachelor
of Science degree in health ad-
ministration, Lauren N. Carosi
of Cranford earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in psychology,
Francis E. Degnan of Scotch
Plains earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in accounting, Kyle
G. Frank of Cranford earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in
political science, Danielle L.
Jakubik of Cranford earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in
health sciences, Richard T.
Nugent of Westfield earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in
accounting, Michael G. Gaeta of
Cranford earned a Doctor of
Physical Therapy degree with a
major in physical therapy, Emily
Kathleen Haines of Westfield
earned a Master of Business Ad-
ministration degree with a ma-
jor in health care management,
Amy E. Negrin of Cranford earned
a Master of Business Adminis-
tration degree with a major in
accounting, Guy S. Rakoski of
Cranford earned a Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree with
a major in international busi-
ness, Jennifer P. Reis of Fanwood
earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in exercise science and
Kimberly J. Townsend of
Westfield earned a Doctor of
Physical Therapy degree with a
major in physical therapy.

Local Student Grads
At Univ. of Scranton

Probitas Verus Honos

CF 7-Eleven Decision Postponed
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As many of you know, the
Garwood Planning Board and
Borough Council have been
working for years to help facili-
tate proper redevelopment of
South Avenue (often known as
the Casale/Petro properties) to
revitalize our downtown. Both
political parties have made this
a key issue on their platforms
year after year. What exactly
constitutes “proper” redevelop-
ment is in the eye of the be-
holder, of course. As your repre-
sentative, I look forward to con-
tinuing to hear your thoughts as
I prepare to vote on the South
Avenue Redevelopment Plan,
which is tentatively scheduled
for Tuesday, September 13th
(and will likely be confirmed by
the time this letter is published).
Please reach out to me at
stodisco@garwood.org or 908-
377-7890.

I urge my fellow elected offi-
cials to keep an open mind as
well. However, I am perplexed
by the “No” votes, without ex-
planation, by three of my col-
leagues (Republicans Mrs.
Cuccaro, Mr. Mathieu, and Mr.
Sarno) at the last Council meet-
ing when it came time to intro-
duce the redevelopment plan.
Introducing the plan allows for
the next step in the process: a
public hearing. Why vote to stop
it from coming up for a formal
public discussion? Interestingly,
it’s uncommon for council people
to vote “No” at introduction,
unless they plan to vote “No” at
adoption as introduction allows
for a discussion and final vote
for the matter to either pass or

fail. I sincerely hope this does
not mean their minds are al-
ready made up, but the evi-
dence is pointing in that direc-
tion.

The Garwood Republican
Facebook page has dubbed it
the “Overdevelopment Plan,” yet
the plan we received in our Coun-
cil email is titled, “The South
Avenue Transit Oriented Devel-
opment Plan.” See the spin? Ad-
ditionally, Councilwoman
Cuccaro has already publicly
voiced her staunch opposition
during the Planning Board hear-
ings on this matter in April’s
meeting at Lincoln School.

At the June 14th Council meet-
ing, Councilman Mathieu stated
he wanted the vote to take place
in September because he did
not yet understand the plan,
thus would have to vote “No” if
asked at that time. Shouldn’t it
have been his job to already
understand the plan as he is the
Council’s liaison to the Planning
Board and has attended all the
meetings? Also, he wanted more
time to hear from the people.
Now that the vote won’t be until
September, I hope Mr. Mathieu
gains that much needed under-

Councilwoman Seeks Public Input
On Garwood Development Plan

Local Letters to the Editor
standing and listens to all the
people, whether they are for or
against the plan. It would be
disingenuous to ask someone
their opinion as though you value
it when you already have your
opinion formed.

It’s important to note that this
potential Redevelopment Plan is
just a general plan for this prop-
erty and reflects the preference
towards mixed-use development
as demonstrated by the public
when the approximately
$100,000 2010 NJ Transit Vil-
lage Study was conducted at no
charge to the Borough. It is only
one step in the redevelopment
process, not the exact plan of
any one developer. A specific
plan would need to be vetted in
depth by the Planning Board
through the site plan review pro-
cess and the Council, through
negotiations of the financials and
more.

I encourage you to attend the
public hearing on this redevel-
opment plan and to contact me,
along with the Mayor and my
fellow council people, to make
sure your voice is heard.

Sara Todisco
Garwood Councilwoman

Senator Lesniak had recently
written a letter to the local news
media [Westfield Leader] using
ominous terms like “corruption”,
“abuse”, “pad pensions”, and “fa-
vor political supporters.” He con-
tinues on, asking the NJ state
comptroller to investigate
“waste, fraud and abuse in gov-
ernment” and pointed to targets
such as the City of Paterson, the
Port Authority and the Elizabeth
Board of Education. For some
reason he left out the Union
County government and their
various entities and authorities
which is in his senatorial jurisdic-
tion and he would know quite
well.

We as residents of Union county
urge the Senator to have the
comptroller investigate Union
county government and their
abuses. Let’s list just some ex-
amples using Lensiak’s terms:

Pension padding- Union county
government gave senator
Codey’s brother, Robert, a
$45,000 bump in salary to make
more money than his boss made.
Robert Codey retired exactly one
year later and this bumped his
pension up by 30 percent. Re-
cently, sitting union county free-
holder Mirabella was “given” a
double dip job as the business
administrator of Scotch Plains.
He was hired even though he had
no experience for it and was
given a $25,000 raise over the
last BA’s salary. Somehow he
was hired with priority over a
war veteran that did have BA
experience. This job in three
years will increase freeholder
Mirabella’s public pension by 600
percent.

Favoring political supporters:
UC government gave a $200,000
resolution to Gary Taffet of
Acrisure for some tepid study.
Gary Taffet is of the infamy as
McGreevy’s chief of staff who
was forced to resign that posi-
tion due to an insider stock trad-

ing scandal. Tafett had donated
$17,000 in 4 years mostly to the
freeholders’ campaigns. I pointed
this grievous scandal out to free-
holder chair Hudak that year and
he just smiled blankly. His own
campaign was on the receiving
end of $1,200 three months be-
fore. The law firm of DeCotiis
Fitpatrick over the years has do-
nated $600,000 to the freehold-
ers and their cronies, and in re-
turn has received $9 million in
contracts from UCG, UCUA and
UCIA in 5 years. In fact run down
most of the county’s engineer-
ing, legal and architectural firms
who are awarded non-competi-
tive contracts versus these firms’
donations to the freeholders and
their cronies and one gets a se-
rious quid pro quo feeling. Won-
der where these firms get all that
money to donate?

Corruption and abuse: Although
these are gray terms, two pos-
sible examples are: UC Sheriff
Cryan who, at one time was an
assemblyman and shared an of-
fice with Senator Lesniak, was
found to have lied to Prosecutors
during an investigation. Back then
he also sent out 150 sexual emails
from his computer. It was a
proven a public computer but
unsure if it was on a Union county
computer or Lesniaks office com-
puter system since no further
investigation was made. Cryan
received no legal repercussions.
Regarding past Union county
manager George Devanney, the
UC Prosecutor did an investiga-
tion of cash flow and finances of
his annual pet program
“Musicfest” and found untracked
hidden monies in a county safe,
a hidden amount of $100,000 in
a Union County performing arts
center account and even $40,000
in missing monies; along with a
strange action of Devanney
“structuring” multiple money

Lesniak’s Corruption Letter Is
The Pot Calling the Kettle Black

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Editor’s Note: Dear Council-
woman Todisco,

Last month I wrote my
thoughts on the project and
posted this report at
www.timesnj.com/forum/
garwood/garwood.pdf  Also
please see, www.timesnj.com/
forum/garwood/

Please share these thoughts
with all you feel would be use-
ful, mayor and council. I'd like
to have your thoughts on the
issues addressed. Essentially,
I call for a financial plan at this
time - regardless of how pre-
liminary - to be able to under-
stand how this project would
work.
Regards, Horace Corbin
Westfield Leader and The Times
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deposits to the local bank. By law
banks have to notify the IRS of
any deposits over $10,000.
Structuring is done by multiple
and separate deposits each less
than the reportable $10,000 limit
to avoid any notification. Oddly,
the prosecutor found no criminal
actions in any of this nor did he
investigate prior year’s
Musicfests. Coincidentally, the
county manager decided to re-
tire one week before the
prosecutor’s report was released
to the public. Another coincidence
by the way is the county man-
ager is Senator Lesniak’s nephew.

A possible reason Senator
Lesniak may not have used Union
County government in his letter
may be that over 10 years ago, in
an article in the Star Ledger, he
proudly proclaimed himself to be
the political boss of the area
controlling appointees, political
candidates and awarding of gov-
ernment contracts. I suppose, if
he had used Union County gov-
ernment in his letter as an ex-
ample, the waste, abuse and
corrupted system compass could
have pointed right at him.

Plenty more examples of this
county abuse can be found in the
archived chronicles on the
website of the
“countywatchers.com”. I not so
fondly refer to Union County as
the “Soprano County”.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Local Letters to the Editor

Safety in our towns can some-
times be taken for granted and
now more than ever in this world,
our police need to know how
much they are appreciated.

I posted a request on Facebook
event page asking for volun-
teers to step up to the plate and
make August 1-5 Police Appre-
ciation Week in our little town.

The overwhelming support
comes to no surprise to this
“small town big heart”.

As soon as I created an event
page on Facebook many people
signed up to bring tokens of
appreciation such as food deliv-
eries donated from local estab-
lishments and churches, some
people whipped up delicious din-
ners, we had a few monetary
donations, thank you cards cre-
ated by children, “survival bags”
for the officers filled with good-
ies, some even walked in with
just a handshake uttering the
words ‘thank you for keeping us
safe’......and so much more.

The overwhelming efforts of
generosity have made the one
week into a whole month now
as people are still walking in to
the police department to say
thanks and this really warms
my heart.

So if you happen to drive
through our little town and see
blue ribbons wrapped around
poles or trees (which is happen-
ing soon), you will know and
understand the appreciation for
our Garwood Police Department.

Thank you, and a big shout
out to Garwood for coming to-
gether as a loving community
to support our police depart-
ment.

Let’s keep this momentum go-
ing and feel free to continue

dropping off tokens of appre-
ciation.

Kathleen (Kat) Patterson
Garwood

Probitas Verus Honos

A Thank You to The Garwood Police
CRANFORD

Wednesday, July 20, Damion
M. Anderson, 35, of Roselle was
charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of para-
phernalia, after a motor vehicle
stop on East North Avenue for
failure to wear a seatbelt. During
an investigation at the scene,
police located suspected mari-
juana inside the vehicle. Ander-
son was arrested, processed and
released on the Cranford charges
pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. He also was issued
motor vehicle summonses for fail-
ure to wear a seatbelt and having
a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, July 21, Edgar Quino-
nes, Jr., 32, of Elizabeth was
charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of para-
phernalia, after a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of Lex-
ington Avenue and Georgia Street
for a stop sign violation. During
an investigation at the scene,
police located suspected mari-
juana inside the vehicle. The
driver, identified as Quinones,
was arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Municipal Court
appearance. He also was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
failing to obey a stop sign and
having a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Sunday, July 24, Matthew
Dellandrino, 27, of Garwood was
charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of para-
phernalia, after a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of West
Lincoln and West North Avenues
for a motor vehicle violation.
During an investigation at the
scene, police located marijuana
inside the vehicle. Dellandrino
was arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Municipal Court
appearance. He also was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
failing to maintain a lane and

having a CDS in a motor vehicle.
Wednesday, July 27, Michael

Robinson, 54, of Elizabeth was
charged with possession of heroin
and possession of paraphernalia
after a suspicious-person inves-
tigation. Robinson was arrested
when police discovered he was in
possession of a CDS. He was
processed and released pending
a Superior Court appearance.

Saturday, July 30, Mark Will-
iams, 24, of Orange was charged
with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop
on Centennial Avenue at Raritan
Road for multiple motor vehicle
infractions. Following a police in-
vestigation at the scene, it was
determined that Williams was
DWI. He was arrested, processed
and released to a friend pending
a Municipal Court appearance.
Williams also was issued motor
vehicle summonses for having
an open container of alcohol in a
motor vehicle, failure to main-
tain a lane, failure to observe a
traffic signal, careless driving and
failure to wear a seatbelt.

Saturday, July 30, Herby Desir,
28, of Irvington was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor
vehicle stop at Raritan Road and
Moen Avenue for failure to ob-
serve a traffic signal. During a
police investigation at the scene,
it was determined that Desir was
DWI. He was arrested, processed
and released to a friend pending a
Municipal Court appearance. Desir
also was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for driving with a sus-
pended license, failure to obey a
traffic signal, unclear plates, speed-
ing, careless driving and failure to
produce credentials.

Monday, August 1, Kyle
Simonson, 24, of Springfield was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion with intent to distribute
(heroin) and possession of para-
phernalia after a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of Raritan
Road and Mohawk Drive, when,
police say, the driver was ob-
served to be utilizing a cell phone
while driving. A police investiga-
tion at the scene revealed that
the driver, identified as

Simonson, was in possession of
58 wax folds of heroin. He was
arrested, processed and released
pending a Superior Court ap-
pearance. Simonson also was is-
sued motor vehicle summonses
for having a CDS in a motor
vehicle, driving while utilizing a
handheld device, failure to wear
a seatbelt and driving with a
suspended license.

Monday, August 1, Daniel
Pelaez, 20, of Linden was charged
with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of paraphernalia,
after a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of East North Avenue
at John Street for a nonfunctioning
headlight. During an investiga-
tion at the scene, police located
suspected marijuana on a pas-
senger in the vehicle, identified
as Pelaez. He was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a
Municipal Court appearance. The
driver was issued summonses for
failure to maintain lamps and fail-
ure to wear a seatbelt.

Cranford Seniors May
Register For Classes

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that registration
will begin on Thursday, Septem-
ber 1, for senior citizens of
Cranford to participate in all
classes and activities.

Registration forms are available
at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter, located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. For further information,
call Lori at (908) 709-7283.
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Lesniak’s Corruption
Letter Is Pot Calling

The Kettle Black
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