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The True ‘Renegade Republican’ In
Garwood Says Vote Democratic

What’s more important to you
when you go to the polls— the
party or the person? Most people,
whatever their party affiliation,
will say it’s the person. That’s why,
even after voting D or R consis-
tently for years, some people
switch columns. Especially in local
elections, many people will vote
for the candidate who shares their
views who they know from the
schoolyard or soccer field or from
living on the same block, rather
than vote a party line.

I implore you to put Garwood
before party in November. I’ve
been a Republican for my entire
life. I first joined the political
scene here in Garwood in 2012
when the Republican Party was
led by Chairman John Quattrocchi
and Mayor Pat Quattrocchi. We
campaigned against Democrats
in the fall, but come January
whoever won worked together.

I lost to Bill Nierstedt and Ann
Tarantino in that election, but when
I later joined the Council in 2014 I
worked together with Bill and Ann
for the betterment of Garwood.

There was no need for hard
feelings or name-calling. We
checked our party membership
at the door.

But because of the lack of civil-
ity, verbal abuse and poor be-
havior that Councilman Mathieu
and some members of his team
have shown countless times over
the last few years (especially
since the 2014 election), I find
myself unable to support the lo-
cal Republican ticket this No-
vember if all they stand for is
more of the same.

Before we are Republican or
Democrat, we are people and
residents of Garwood, and we all
deserve respect. With all his an-
tics and disrespect on the dais,
Councilman Jim Mathieu has

given my party a bad name in
Garwood.

I will not stand for that. I will
not support it. The Garwood GOP
Facebook page has recently
blasted me for standing along-
side local Democrats at a
fundraiser. How quickly they for-
get Councilman Jim Mathieu pub-
licly endorsed Democrats Sara
Todisco and Lou Petruzzelli in
2011 and voted for a Democrat
for Council President in 2012!

When Mr. Mathieu was asked at
a 2014 Council meeting by a
resident to step down as either a
Councilman or Republican Party,
he denied being the Chairman.
However, records showed he was
the Chairman at the time. Later,
when his Chairmanship was re-
vealed publicly, Mr. Mathieu said
he was just “making a joke” and
admitted he was in fact the Chair-
man.

What a strange sense of hu-
mor. After all, the resident asked
a serious question. Didn’t he de-
serve a serious and honest an-
swer? And my honesty was re-
cently called into question on the
Garwood GOP Facebook page?

I ask you to have the courage
to join me and all good people
who care more about the future
of Garwood than they care about
party politics and vote for Demo-
cratic Council Candidates Jen
Blumenstock and Marc Lazarow.
They have demonstrated they
are smart, thoughtful individuals
with a vision for an even better
Garwood. A Garwood that has a
government that works together.

Come November, let’s all send a
message to Mr. Mathieu that
Garwood is sick and tired of divi-
sion. Let’s bring Garwood together!

Mike Martin
Garwood Councilman

Local Letter to the Editor

Pastor Grewe to Be Installed
Saturday at Zion Lutheran
CLARK — Pastor Nathan Grewe

will be installed as the new min-
ister at the Zion Lutheran Church
of Clark this Saturday, August 6.
The installation service will be at
9:30 a.m., followed by brunch in
the fellowship hall. All are invited
to come celebrate with the con-
gregation. Pastor Grewe will
preach his first service as the
new minister on Sunday, August
7, at 9:30 a.m.

Pastor Grewe grew up in Quincy,
Ill., and graduated from
Concordia Theological Seminary
in Fort Wayne, Ind., in 2011. He
served his vicarage at the Trinity
Lutheran Church in Janesville,
Minn., and was ordained in June
2011. Since his ordination he has
served as pastor of the Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Conway, Mo.,

and saw his congregation grow
in size from a mission church to
one of approximately 100 mem-
bers. Pastor Grewe not only min-
istered to his own congregation,
but led local mission teams in the
Conway area and helped with
tornado relief after the devasta-
tion in Joplin, Mo. As a big Chi-
cago Cubs fan, he also has en-
joyed coaching children’s sports
teams in the past.

Pastor Grewe and his wife,
Melinda, were high school sweet-
hearts and were married in 2005.
They are the parents of four chil-
dren and now live in Clark. With
both a father and grandfather
involved in Lutheran education,
Pastor Grewe hopes to be active
in the local schools and in the
community.

WELCOME...Pastor Nathan Grewe, pictured with his wife, Melinda, will be
installed as the new minister this Saturday, August 6, at 9:30 a.m., at the Zion
Lutheran Church of Clark. Brunch will follow in the church’s fellowship hall.
Pastor Grewe will preach his first service at the church on Sunday, August 7, at
9:30 a.m.

any teaching experience and do
not need to speak a foreign lan-
guage. The training will provide
volunteers with techniques and
strategies for working with adult
learners, as well as sample in-
structional materials and activi-
ties.

There is a $45 non-refundable
registration fee to cover the cost
of materials distributed to new
volunteers. For more informa-
tion, or to register, call Literacy
New Jersey at (908) 486-1777
or e-mail Nancy Lama at
nlama@literacynj.org.

CRANFORD — A NJ Transit train
struck a 27-year-old Kenilworth
man just outside of the Cranford
station last Thursday, sending
him to the hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries, a NJ Transit
spokeswoman said.

The man was struck just as
Train No. 5746 was approaching
the station from the west at ap-
proximately 6 p.m.

A witness reporting seeing the
lower half of the man’s body
underneath the train and con-
vulsing momentarily before res-
cue workers were able to reach
him.

Two Cranford fire vehicles,
Cranford police, an ambulance
and NJ Transit police responded.

The man was transported to
University Hospital in Newark,
said NJ Transit spokeswoman Lisa
Torbic.

None of the 280 passengers
aboard the train were injured.

Despite NJ Transit initially de-
scribing the man as a “tres-
passer”, no charges had been
filed, said Ms. Torbic, who added
any unauthorized person in a
restricted area — even someone
caught inadvertently a railway
crossing — is referred to as a
trespasser.

NJ RV Train Strikes
Man Near Cranford

Literacy NJ Opens
Tutor Training Reg.


