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Alexandra Jackman Receives
National Award for Documentary

20 Marion Lane, Scotch Plains           $1,475,000. 
Situated on one of Scotch Plains most coveted streets, this palatial  
home boasts almost 6700Sf of living space with red oak floors, beauti-
ful woodwork, “opera” staircase, family room with wet bar, office, 
library, spacious eat-in kitchen, au-pair suite & generous master suite.  

46 Mildred Terrace, Clark              $589,000. 
A lovely property with patio embraces this alluring home, offering an 
ideal venue for comfortable living or entertaining in the family room 
which flows to the updated kitchen with breakfast area, formal dining 
room and living room. A first floor master suite ensures ease of living.  

 Colonia Estate                         Price Upon Request        
European style craftsmanship abounds in this magnificent home 
adorned with beautiful marble & granite, embellished moldings, de-
signer details, essential comforts, 5 bedroom suites, a spectacular 
basement & an unbelievable backyard with in-ground pool & kitchen. 

908 Sheridan Street, Union                                           $395,000.      
This truly spacious and sun lit home boasts an updated kitchen with 
adjoining dining area, library/office and a marvelous family room ad-
dition. A den with bar, three bedrooms and two full baths complete the 
interior. The flower-filled bi-level deck opens to the fenced backyard.  

808 Valley Road, Watchung              $2,995,000. 
An exceptional lifestyle awaits amid superb architectural details, qual-
ity finishes, unsurpassed craftsmanship & 5.4 acres of gorgeous prop-
erty. A secretive wine room, library and magnificent master com-
pound are just some of the distinctive amenities of this custom home 

69 Washington Avenue, Springfield                          $355,000.      
Idyllic for a first time home buyer or someone looking to scale down, 
this home features updates including the kitchen and main bath. The 
first floor master bedroom is complemented by three more bedrooms, 
another full bath & a deck that looks out over the beautiful backyard.    

Visual Arts Center
Announces New Director

WESTFIELD — The Helen Diller
Family Foundation, a supporting
foundation of the Jewish Community
Federation of San Francisco, the Pen-
insula, Marin and Sonoma Counties,
announced Westfield teen Alexandra
Jackman as one of 14 recipients of its
annual Diller Teen Tikkun Olam
Awards. Now in its 10th year, the
national award recognizes youth lead-
ers creating social change and work-
ing to solve their communities’ press-
ing challenges. This year’s award re-
cipients are working across the na-
tion to address issues from health
disparities to economic inequalities,
education gaps to bullying. Each
awardee will receive $36,000 in sup-
port of their philanthropic vision or to
further their education. Descriptions
of all 14 Award recipients and their
projects are listed at:
www.dillerteenawards.org.

The Diller Teen Tikkun Olam
Awards began in the San Francisco
Bay Area in 2007, the vision of Bay
Area philanthropist Helen Diller. The
awards recognize Jewish teens dem-
onstrating and exemplifying the spirit
of tikkun olam, a central Jewish value
meaning to repair the world. Since
2007 the program has awarded over
$3 million to 84 teens in recognition
of their vision, innovation, and dem-
onstration of leadership.

“We are so proud of all the awards
recipients,” said Jackie Safier, Helen
Diller’s daughter and President of the
Helen Diller Family Foundation.
“Each of them has demonstrated lead-
ership, commitment, and a passion for
making positive changes throughout

the world. Their work reminds us that
no matter your age, anything is pos-
sible when you put your mind to it.”

 While attending summer camp in
2008, Alexandra Jackman met Jamie,
a young girl with Cerebral Palsy.
Alexandra was at first nervous at the
thought of speaking to Jamie, but
soon worked up the courage and she
and Jamie became friends. The expe-
rience opened Alexandra’s eyes to
two things: the friendships that can be
made between differently abled indi-
viduals, and how difficult it is for
some teenagers to take that first step
to interact with a peer with special
needs. Alexandra spent the next few
years working with people with spe-
cial needs, and in 2012 developed a
14-minute documentary titled, “A
Teen’s Guide to Understanding and
Communicating with People with Au-
tism.” This unique, experiential film

addresses common misconceptions
about autism, while using visual and
auditory effects to help viewers expe-
rience the challenges faced by those
with special needs. In a vivid and
accessible way, Alexandra shares the
value of neurodiversity and encour-
ages a deeper understanding of the
autism diagnosis. Alexandra’s film
rapidly gained recognition and is now
presented in schools and hospitals as
an educational and anti-bullying tool.
The film won awards at 10 film festi-
vals including the World Humanitar-
ian Film Festival and the Queens In-
ternational Film Festival, and is used
by Alexandra as a platform to speak
about acceptance throughout the
country. Her future plans include con-
tinuing her autism advocacy efforts
and working to incorporate the film
into a curriculum that can be used in
schools nationally.

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey in Summit announced
that Libby Clarke has joined the staff as
Director of the Studio School effective
July 5.

Ms. Clarke joins the Art Center from
the New York College of Technology in
Brooklyn where she was Assistant Pro-
fessor. She also held a position as Part-
Time faculty at Parsons School of De-
sign. She has taught in New York City
at the Fashion Institute of Technology

(FIT), New York University, and the
Art Institute of NYC.

She holds a B.A. in French and a
B.F.A. in Printmaking from James
Madison University and a M.F.A. in
Graphic Design/Printmaking from
Cranbrook Academy of Art.

An experienced arts educator, Ms.
Clarke is passionate about her students.

The former Director of the Studio
School, Vanessa Lopez, remains on
faculty at the Art Center.

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GOOD MOMS GONE
BAD....Westfield, Scotch Plains, Cran-
ford and Clark moms left their kids and
spouses at home to pack the Rialto for
the “Bad Moms for Real Moms” event
organized by Scotch Plains resident
Jessica Silverstein, pictured bottom
right. The event gave moms a night out
with friends complete with cupcakes,
popcorn, jello cups and swag bags do-
nated by area businesses.


